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,  HE  Uttory  of  a  particiilar  town,  thoagb  it  cannot,  in  the  Tarietf 
of  the  er^nts  it  comprdiendg,  or  the  grandeur  of  the  subject  it 
bandlef ,  be  compared  with  that  of  a  nation  or  empire,  jet  connects 
with  it  importance  and  utility.  It  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  natives; 
and  it  famishes  for  their  younger  years  a  proper  introduction  to 
more  general  and  extensiTO  history.  Here  may,  adyantageously, 
commence  their  researches  into  the  state  and  etents  of  past  ages. 
A  taste  for  historical  reading  may  be  easily  and  agreeably  giyen  to 
youth,  by  b^inning  with  facts  taking  place  at  home ;  and  the  con. 
Dosion  of  them  with  national  affairs  will  awaken  a  curiosity  to 
lieoome  acquainted  with  the  reyolntions  their  <:ountry  hath  seen. 

The  hbtory  of  a  town  is  united  with  that  of  the  kingdom  to  which 
it  b^ongs,  and  with  that  of  the  ages  through  which  it  has  stood. 
Publications  of  this  kind  are,  particularly,  serviceable  towards  an 
accniate  and  complete  provincial  hbtory.  They  should  not,  there. 
fore,  because  they  are  local,  be  neglected  and  overlooked.  The 
Ustory  of  a  town  constitutes  a  part  of  that  whole,  which  commands 
attrntion  by  the  magnitude  of  the  object ;  and  they,  who,  by  birth, 
or  rendenoe,  or  any  other  circumstance,  are  connected  with  it,  feel 
a  peculiar  concern  in  a  review  of  those  actions  of  which  it  has  been 
flie  theatre. 

In  these  viows  the  History  of  Taunton  m^  claim  attention. 
Few  towns,  in  this  kingdom,  have  had  a  larger  share  in  events  of 
Mtional  importance;  orcan  furnish  a  detail  of  transactions,  more 
adapted  to  give  leaions,  on  liberty  and  virtue,  to  the  rising  genenu 
tioo. 
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B«t  ttongh  TaimtM  ii,  on  these  accoonts,  a  Tery  proper  subject 
for  llie  purpose,  its  history  had  never  been  attempted,  till,  about  the 
year  1780,  Mr.  Locke,  of  Barobam,  publbhed  proposals  for  it» 
From  his  iogeouity,  and  the  attention  he  had  gi? en  to  the  subject, 
the  friends  of  hb  design  promised  themselves  ioformation  and  enter* 
tainment.  But  the  multiplicity  of  his  engagements,  some  unpleasant 
incidents,  and  his  removal  from  the  town,  afteir  he  had  for  a  short 
time  been  a  resident  in  it,  led  him  to  drop  his  purpose ;  and,  in  a 
friendly  manner,  to  give  the  materials  which  he  had  cidlccted  for  it, 
to  the  printer. 

The  author  of  this  work,  after  Mr.  Locke  had  entirely  relinquished 
liis  design,  yielded  to  the  inclination  which  he  had  felt,  before  Mr» 
Locke's  proposals  appeared,  to  draw  upaHiSTORT  of  Tauntok* 
Bis  papers  afforded  a  clue  to  direct  enquiry,  and  appeared  to  offer 
ample  materials ;  but,  as  the  authorities  quoted  will  shew,  he  has  by 
no  means  confined  himself  to  them.  In  reality,  he  has  executed  ht» 
work  according  to  his  own  ideas,  and  availed  himsclfof  Mr.  Locke's 
manuscript  only  as  he  has  of  any  other  writer  from  whom  he  could 
borrow  information.  On  this  account  he  has  found  it  a  work,which 
required  more  industry  in  collecting,  and  more  labour  in  composing^ 
than  he,  at  first,  conceived  would  be  necessary. 

The  impatience,  with  which  this  publication  has  been  expected^  he 
owns,  is  enconragiDg  to  him  ;  but  though  he  ought  not  to  affect  a 
modesty,  which  becomes  authors  on  their  first  appearance  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  public,  yet  he  cannot,  on  the  present  occasion,  divest 
himself  of  all  timidity  and  diffidence,  lest  expectation  should  be  dik 
appointed.  It  is  the  first  essay  of  the  kind  from  his  pen.  His 
pretensions  to  the  character  of  an  antiquary  are  very  small.  And 
some  particulars,  proper  to  be  enlarged  upon  in  such  a  history,  will 
not  entertain  or  interest  many. 

He  hopes,  however,  that  he  has  not  given  his  attention  to  useless 
trifles,  nor  directed  his  thoughts  to  subjects  totally  foreign  from  the 
nature  of  the  profession  in  which  he  appears.  He  has  brought 
forward  some  curious  particulars,  which  in  a  few  years  more,  for 
want  of  being  recorded,  would  be  irrecoverably  lost  His  work  will 
hold  up  many  instances  of  exertion,  directed  to  the  benefit  of  the 
town,  as  domestic  examples,  to  awaken  a  spirit  of  emulation.  And 
it  will  display  before  the  reader  a  scene  which  must  instruct  an4 
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mllert  et erj  one,  who  has  any  idea  whal  Uberti^y  ctril  or  religiotti| 
means  ;  Liberty,  that  best  birth.right  of  Englishmen,  and,  next 
to  Christianitj,  the  most  precious  gift  of  heaten. 

It  has  giren  him  pleasure  to  hold  up  to  rememhranee  the  names 
of  those  gentlemen,  who  hare,  in  any  respect,  rendered  public 
serfices  to  the  Town  of  Taunton.  This  he,  will  be  bold  to  say, 
he  has  done,  with  candour  and  impartiality.  It  is  scarcely  necessary, 
he  would  hope,  to  caution  the  reader  against  considering  such  a 
tribute  of  praise,  paid  where  the  author  conceired  it  was  merited, 
as  pledging  himself  to  any  character ;  thongh  it  is  a  point  of  Tirtne 
with  him  to  do  justice  to  all. 

He  cannot  conclude  this  preliminary  address  without  testifying 
the  liTely  sense  he  has  of  the  honour  done  him,  by  the  ready  and  free 
patronage  and  numerous  subscriptions,  with  which  this  work  has 
been  encouraged;  for  which  he  returns  his  sincere  and  cordial 
thanks.  The  gentlemen,  whose  obliging  communications  he  has 
noticed  in  the  proper  places,  are  requested  to  accept  his  grateful 
acknowledgments:  amongst  them  the  Re?.  Mr.  Collinson,  from 
whom  the  public  expects  the  History  of  Somerset,  deserres  particular 
mention.  He  has  a  lery  respectful  and  grateful  sense  of  the  atten. 
tion  paid  to  his  design,  by  other  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  pages  of  the 
history  do  not  gire  him  an  opportunity  to  refer ;  of  the  politeness 
with  which  James  Bernard,  esq.  of  Crowcombe,  offered  him  a  fret 
access  to  the  yaluable  library  of  the  late  Thomas  Carew,  esq,  of 
the  friendship  of  William  Hawker,  esq.  of  Poundisford-lodge,  for 
pointing  out,  and  lending  him  some  writers,  who  would  not  hare 
Otherwise  fallen  in  his  way,  and  from  whom  important  information 
was  io  be  derired  ;  of  the  handsome  manner,  in  which  the  learned 
Dr.  G.  Moore,  archdeacon  of  Cornwall,  not  only  faroured  him 
with  admittance  to  the  library  of  the  cathedral  of  Exeter,  but 
personally  attended  him  in  his  researches;  and  of  the  readiness,  with 
which  sir  Thomas  Gunston  furnished  him  with  the  use  of  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  charter  of  Taunton. 

He  likewise  feels  himself  much  indebted  for  many  obser?atioofl 
and  considerable  assistance  io  the  ingenious  and  learned  Mr.  Henry 
Korris.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the  town,  besides  tho 
aid  he  receiTed  from  Mr.  Norman  and  Mr«  Weekes,  through  their 
raspectiTe  neighbourhoods,  ho  owed  much  to  the  share,  which  the 
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Rm.  Mr.  Dantcott  obligii^y  to<^  ia  thto  part  of  Uf  iiAdei^ 
hy  accompao jtng  him  throvgli  the  town,  and  aasistiog  hif  enqairiM 
throagh  the  whole  of  the  •ar?ej. 

He  reflects  on  all  theie  aMutances  with  plearare,  as  marks  of  per. 
sonal  respect,  and  as  the  testimonies  of  ^>proliation  given  io  hU 
intended  work,  which  inspire  liim  with  some  degree  of  confidence^  in 
snbmittiDg  the  eiecntion  of  it  to  the  candour  of  Hi  friends  and  Hio 
pablic,  J.  T. 


TAtrmVN,  M09  2lm,  1791. 


iPREFACfi 

TO   THE   SECOND  EDITION;. 

IT  is  Upwards  of  thirty  ye^rs  since  the  late  T^h 
TO011.M1N  published  the  History  of  Taunton,  which 
has  DOW  been  long'  out  of  print,  and  has  become 
extremely  scarce.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he 
kiffiself  had  meditated  a  new  edition ;  but  before  his 
design  was  completed,  the  world  was  deprived  of  the 
labours  of  the  venerable  and  learned  author. 

The  great  interest  which  the  public  has  lately  taken 
in  topographical  history  encouraged  the  Editor  to 
prepare  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  Dr.  Toulmin's 
work.  There  are  not  many  towns  in  England  that 
afford  more  abundant  materials  for  history  than  that  of 
TauotOD,  whether  it  is  considered  in  its  ancient  state 
HDder  the  West  Saxon  monarchs,  previously  to  its 
being  annexed  to  the  episcopal  see  of  Winchester,  or 
in  modem  times  for  the  part  it  has  taken  in  the  political 
transactions  of  the  reigns  of  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts. 

The  great  changes  and  improvements  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  last  fifty  years  in  every  principal 
town  in  the  kingdom,  whether  we  admire  the  archi- 
tectural embellishments  displayed  in  private  and  public 
edifices,  or  the  improvement  of  roads,  and  the  con* 
sequent  increase  and  facility  of  intercourse  between 
the  more  distant  parts  of  the  empire;  whether  we  look 
at  the  increase  of  commerce  and  manufactures^  and 
their  constant  attendant  luxury  ;  whether  we  contem- 
plate the  extension  and  progress  of  science  and  the 
arts,  and  every  branch  of  learning,  or  regard  the  rapid 
march  of  intellectual  power;  every  thing  exhibits,  thatt 
in  this  country,  the  human  mind,  during  the  above- 
meDtioned  period,  has  attained  an  elevation  of  grandeur 


unknown  to  former  ages,  and  not  J>araUeled  by  any 
nation  of  the  world. 

In  these  improvements — in  the  extension  and  pro- 
gress of  human  knowledge — in  the  advancement  of 
science  and  literature — and  in  the  increase  of  trade 
and  manufactures — Taunton,  as  compared  with  the 
rest  of  the  kingdom,  has  borne  its  full  share ;  which 
the  following  pages  will  most  amply  testify. 

The  additions  made  to  the  text  of  Dr.  Toulmiii*s 
work  are  marked  by  an  inverted  comma;  the  noteft 
which  were  in  the  former  edition  are  distinguished  bv 
the  initial  letter  T  ;  the  others,  except  those  to  which 
some  initial  letter  is  annexed,  are  by  the  present  JSditor*. 
The  additions  which  have  been  made  from  Dr.  Toul-t 
min^s  manuscripts  are  referred  to  as  such  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pages  where  they  occur. 

The  most  pleasing  and  grateful  duty  of  the  Editor 
is  to  return  his  warmest  thanks  to  those  gentleiaen 
who  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  render  hina  assistance 
by  the  contribution  of  materials  for  the  improvement 
of  this  work,  or  in  the  exercise  of  their  influence  in  pro* 
curing  him  additional  names  to  his  list  of  subscribers. 
Among  these,  the  first  place  is  due  to  Dr.  Blake,  of 
Taunton.  To  this  gentleman,  who  unites  the  love  of 
science  and  literature  with  the  most  active  benevolence 
and  humanity,  tiie  Editor  is  indebted  for  the  manu« 
scripts  and  other  ^papers  of  the  late  Dr.  Toulmin,  of 
which  he  has  largely  availed  himself  in  the  followini^ 
pages. 

To  John  Goodford,  of  Yeovil,  esq.  whose 
extensive  reading  and  knowledge  of  British  history 
and  antiquities  is  only  surpassed  by  the  liberality  of  his 
communications,  he  is  under  particular  obligations  for 
many  valuable  papers ;  more  especially  for  numerous 
additions  to  that  part  of  his  work,  which  embraow 
the  history  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion. 

To  the  Rer.  U.  Bower,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  Taunton 
St  Mary  Magdalsn,  and  the  Re?.  JoUN  TOWMMND^ 
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Inciimbeat  Curate  of  Taunton  St.  James,  for  mnch 
information  collected  from  the  registers  of  4ho8e 
parishes;  and  to  the  latter  gentleman  for  yarioos 
papers  relating  to  the  grammar  school. 

To  Wii^iaAM  KiNOLAKE,  esq.  lord  of  the  manor  oi 
Taunton  late  Priory,  for  many  particalars  relating  to 
the  late  monastery  of  jAugustine  Canons  in  this  town. 

To  Richard  Meadb,  of  Taunton,  esq.  for  the 
loan  of  many  papers  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  late  corporation,  and  the  early  history 
of  the  parliamentary  representation  of  the  borough. 

To  Mrs.  Bawdbn,  of  Chard,  for  some  ancient 
documents  relating  to  the  priory,  and  for  several 
particulars  respecting  the  families  of  Bonville,  Fitz- 
warine,  and  Boorchier. 

ToMr.  WiLUAM  Upcott,  assistant  librarian  of  the 
London  Institution,  in  Moor-fields,  London,  he  returns 
his  cordial  thanks  for  many  valuable  communications. 
The  rich  stores,  with  which  the  library  of  that  establish* 
ment  abounds,  renders  Mr.  Upcott's  friendship  highly 
valuable  to  the  topographical  nistorian,  and  his  desire 
to  oblige  is  only  equalled  by  the  extent  of  his  biblio- 
graphical researches. 

To  Mr.  HsnryNobbis,  of  Taunton,  whose  various 
and  erudite  learning  is  too  well  known  to  need  eulo^ 
gium,  and  who  is  gratefully  commemorated  by  Dr. 
Toolmin,  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  the  Editor 
owes  many  valuable  sufi^gestions  for  the  improvement 
of  ibis  edition.  He  is  also  indebted  to  this  gentleman 
for  his  assistance,  as  well  in  the  account  of  the  episcopal 
mint  and  coinage  of  Taunton,  as  in  that  of  the  town 
pieces  and  tokens  struck  in  this  town  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

To  Mr.  John  Blubtt,  of  Taunton,  for  various 
information  relating  to  the  coinage  of  tokens  in  this 
town,  of  which  he  has  a  large  number  in  his  valuable 
<^ollection  of  English  coins. 

To  Mr.  Frsdebick  Lake,  of  Taunton,  he  owes 


the  engravings  of  the  tower  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen^t 
church,  which  forms  the  frontispiece  to  this  work* 
The  Editor,  in  mentioning  this  plate,  wishes  to  oksenrey 
that  it  is  the  first  specimen  in  this  style  of  engraving 
by  a  young  and  self-taught  artist,  who  is  a  native  of 
the  town,  and  promises  by  the  versatility  of  his  genius 
to  add  some  celebrity  to  the  place  of  his  birth. 

He  is  also  indebted  for  the  use  of  many  scarce 
books  of  reference*  and  for  various  information,  to 
other  gentlemen  who  have  kindly  interested  them- 
selves m  the  progress  of  this  work.  Among  these  are 
Edward  Coles,  esq.  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Somerset — Mr.  W.  P.  Pinchard,who  also  furnished 
him  with  an  account  of  the  feoffee  lands — Samuel 
Korman,  esq. — Robert  Leigh,  esq. — Dr.  Macdonald — 
Colonel  Pearson — and  Mr.  U.  J.  Leigh,  who  also 
fiavoured  him  with  some  particulars  relating  to  the 
intended  renewal  of  the  charter. 

He  concludes  with  expressing  his  deep  sense  of  the 
obligations  under  which  he  feels  himself  to  those 
numerous  friends  who  have  encouraged  and  patronized 
him  in  this  publication.  If  Providence  should  spare 
his  life,  it  is  bis  intention  to  proceed  in  giving  the 
History  of  the  Hundred  of  Taunton  Dean,  and  of  the 
circumjacent  parishes  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
together  with  a  genealogical  account  and  pedigrees 
of  the  principal  families,  and  biographical  sketches  of 
remarkable  persons  connected  with  the  western  part 
of  the  county. 

J.S. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

SITUATION  AND  ANTIQUITY  OF  TAUNTON-^-DIL  AMORT9 

POEM   DESCRIPTIVE  OF  TAUBnX>N ^VALE  OF  TAUNTON- 

DEAN ^TAUNTON  PROBABLY  KNOWN  TO  THE  ROMANS- 

TAUNTON  IN  THE  TIME  OP  THE  ANOUMAXONS MANOE 

OP  TAUNTONDEAN  ANNEXED  TO  THE  SEE  OF  WINCHES- 
TER  ITS  VALUE DESCRIPTION    OF    TAUNTON    FROM 

DOMESDAY  BOOK-HUNDRED  AND  MANOR  OF  TAUNTON- 

DEAN ^TENURE  OF  THE  MANOR  OP  TAUNTON-DEAN—- - 

PRIORY  OF  AUGUSTINE  CANONS CARMELITES-H^LEPSft 

MOUSE SUFFRAGAN  BISHOP  OF  TAUNTON ^ARCHDEA- 
CONRY OF  TAUNTON— ^UST  OF  THE  ARCHDEACONS  OF 
TAUNTON. 

TaNTUN,«  TAWNTON,  THONTON,  or  io 
the  modeni  mode  of  spelling  the  word,  TAUNTON9 
derives  its  namey  according  to  the  opinion  of  some^ 

'  This  WM  tlie  Anglo-Saxon  name.  See  Chronkon  Sazoniciim| 
Ofni  Edmaodi  Gibson.    T. 

Dr.  Henry,  in  hia  History  of  England,  (toK  in  Appx.)  la 
describing  a  map  of  Britain,  according  to  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  in 
which  is  found  the  name  of  this  town,  ^*  Tantun^*^  explains  <hat 
word  as  ni4*aiiing  ^^  T Wigtown. ''—Sec*  note  I,  page  5. 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  aathority  of  l^ishop  Gibson,  says  that  Tois 
aad  Tut^  in  tlie  names  of  places,  are  derired  from  the  ^on,  TWit, 
a  liidfe  e^  waU,  and  thi0  ieems  to  bt  fkm  Ass,  aUlK 
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from  the  river  Thone  or  Tone.'  This  river*  rises  at  a 
I^lace  called  Biverton  Bottom,  under  Brindon  Hill,'  ia 
the  parish  of  Clatworthy,  washes  Huish,  divides  Chip- 
stable  from  Wiveliscombe,  Milverton  from  Stawley^ 

'  WhiUker,  whose  opinion  on  these  subjects  deserves  respect, 
ful  notice,  gires  a  rery  probable  etymology  of  its  name  from  the 
British  word  Jvouj  a  river. — *<  I  hare  preriously  shewn,  says  he, 
(History  of  Manchester,  toI  L  p.  tiO)  the  word  Avon  to  hare  beea 
frequently  contracted  into  Jun^  An^  or  Un^  and  as  D^Avonj  and 
T*Avon  are  both  the  same  with  it,  so  are  they  contracted  in  like 
manner ;  the  latter  is  rednced  into  T^tUj  the  name  of  a  frith  in 
Scotland  ;  into  Taune  or  Tone,  that  of  a  river  in  Somerteiikiro  / 
atid  in(o  Te^ne^  that  of  a  current  in  Staffordshire/*     H. 

In  the  Gaelic  language,  from  which  most  of  the  names  of  places 
in  England  are  derived,  An  means  water,  or  stream,  or  rirer.  Ml^ 
and  On  are  synonymes  of  An^  and  with  the  consonlint  prefix  T^ 
i)un  6t  Ton  was  formed  ;  and  a  town,  the  principal  or  only  one 
probably^  being  seated  on  the  border  of  the  riTer,  it  was  ealied 
Tlotfn-fovft,  or  Ton^town^  which  expressed,  and  emplmtically  too, 
the  <<  Town  on  the  banlLS  of  the  river."-  E. 

*  The  fish  in  this  river  are  tront,  eel,  perch,  gndgeoB|  fioiuid#r, 
roach,  and  dace,  with  a  few  pike  and  salmon.    T. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  lamprey  and  lamprey.eel,  foaalmt 
the  sererat  locks.  The  salmon.trout,  the  shad  or  allis,  the  CKp^ 
and  tench,  are  aiso  occasionally  caught  in  this  rirer. 

For  a  detailed  account  ef  the  fish  found  in  the  riter  Teae^  Mi 
the  Appendix. 

«  Tlie  name  of  BHndeH  Hm  Is  a  mna^kabte  example  of  tke 
accumulation  of  words,  In  different  languages,  tneaning  the  iftSnt 
tMng.  The  Britons  called  m  hill,  Bryiiy^'-on  the  arrital  of  the 
Saxons  the  latter  added  th^r  word  for  hill,  duHj  to  the  former, 
aad  palled  It  Qr^  Dvn  ;  fti  ModerA  titeei  We  annex  onr  word  Utf, 
to  the  British  and  Saxon  tenns^  and  now  call  it  Brindon  HM. 

Or,  Brindon  may  \h  derived  frdm  Br«fi,  which  in  the  ancient 
British  or  Welsb,  wti  k  teria  fdr  klU^,  beid,  or  chief;  and  well 
might  thtt  grand  #aia  ef  siAuMMk  Ht%  ftat  nperior  preilK.  E, 


HISTOBT  OW  TAUNTON.  3 

Stawley  from  Ashbrittle  and  Hokombe,  Kittesford 
ftoiii  Langford,  and  Langford  from  Wellington; 
from  whence  it  flows  on,  through  Bradford  and 
Biihop's-Hull,  to  Taunton.  Here  it  becomes  navi- 
gable, and,  near  Burrow-Bridge,  unites  itself  with 
the  Parreii.  The  latter  river  then  running  through 
Bridg* water,  receives  the  Brent  at  Burnham,  and  soon 
after  empties  itself  into  that  part  of  the  Bristol  Chan- 
nel, called  Bridgwater  Bay. 

The  town  stands  on  the  great  road  leading  from  the 
Land's  End  in  Cornwall,  to  the  north  of  England, 
lying  between  Exeter  and  Bridgwater,  thirty-three 
miles  north-east  of  the  former,  and  eleven  miles  south 
of  the  latter.  The  situation  rendering  it  the  thorough- 
fare from  Bristol  and  Bath  to  Exeter  and  Plymouth, 
it  is  entivened  with  a  continual  succession  of  travellers, 
passing  through  it  on  pleasure  or  business ;  as  this 
road  is  often  preferred,  on  that  account,  to  the  more 
lonthem  one  from  London  to  the  west,  lis  distance 
from  London  through  Salisbury  is  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  miles  west  by  south,  and  through  Bath  One 
hmidred  and  fifty-five  miles. — Longitude  S""  IS  W. 
and  latitude  51*  6"  N. 

Taunton  has  ever  been  a  principal  town  in  the 
coonty  of  Somerset.  Before  the  modern  improve- 
BMota  were  introduced  it  was  deemed  well  buiU# 
Its  streets  are  spacious,  and,  as  it  spreads  over  a 
considerable  extent  of  ground,  the  houses,  even  in 
the  middle  of  it,  are  generally  furnished  with  good 
outlets  and  gardens;  which  contribute  much  to  the 
pleasaBtttess  and  salubrity  of  the  town,  as  well  as  to 
the  oonvemence  of  its  inhabitants.    It  is  a  mile  long 
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from  east  to  west,  and  its  streets  have  a  gradual 
descent  to  the  river.  It  stands  in  a  fertile  and  exten* 
sive  vale,  and  is  called  by  Camden  one  of  the  cyev  of 
the  county.  The  country  ail  around  it  is  beautified 
with  green  meadows,  .abounds  in  delightful  orchards 
~and  gardens,  is  enriched  with  wood,  and  peopled  with 
numerous  villagers  :  so  as  to  exhibit  to  the  eye  of  the 
spectator,  who  approaches  the  town,  a  charming 
scene.  The  county  itself,  though  in  the  winter  moist 
and  marshy,'  is  supposed  by  some  to  derive  its  name 
from  the  summer4ike  temperature  of  the  air/  The 
part  of  it  iti  which  Taunton  is  situated,  has,  if  not  an 
exclusive,  yet  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  excellent  quali« 
ties  which  are  ascribed  to  the  whole.  On  account  of 
its  fertility  the  peasantry  used  to  boast  that  it  was  so 
fruitful  with  the  zun  and  zaU  alone  as  to  need  no 
manuring.     This  country  is  called  by  the  inhabitants 

'  ft  i«  new  thirty  years  itnce  thia  wu  written,  and  in  that  period 
Ae  drainege  of  the  oowity  iias  been  eontiderably  improved,  name* 
jrous  ioclosores  have  tal^cn  plac<^  and  cnKiTation  greaUy  extended. 

*  In  a  piece  of  FnUer't,  where  aU  the  counties  are  personified,  a 
contest  for  the  crown  arises  between  London  and  York.  England, 
after  great  altercation,  is  introdnced  in  the  character  of  a  graTO 
matron,  to  restore  the  crotwo,  which  had  been  placed  on  Tork,  to 
London.  t$he  also  advises  the  shires  not  to  fail  out :  <^  Which/' 
she  IS  represented  as  saying,  <<  were  so  many  seTcral  rooms  of  Uiat 
hoase^  whereof  the  Icing  was  the  honsekeepef^— Conceive  CornwaU 
for  the  porch,  Devonshire  for  the  hall,  Somersetshire  for  the  summer 
]>arlour,  Cambridgeshire  for  the  chapel,  Northamptonslilre  for  the 
^long  gallery,  Rutlandshire  for  the  closet,  Middlesex  for  the  lodging 
chambers,  Lincolnshire  for  the  kitchen,  Torksliire  for  the  stable, 
Ciieshire  for  the  cheese  chamber,  Northnmberhuid  for  die  coal. 
konn,  A^'^-'^CQlkcimkm  Curw$a^  toL  i.  p.  tt5,  3M.    T« 
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» 
Ttmnton  Dean^^  that  is  the  YaU  of  Taunton  ;  and  from 
their  high  conceit  of  its  pre-eminence  at)ove  other 
coantries,  hath  arisen  a  boastful  proverl),  **  Where 
ihauld  J  be  bom  else  but  in  Taunton  Dean  ?'*  as  if  it 
were  a  disparagement  to  be  lK>rn  in  any  other  place ; 
and  none  in  England,  nay  in  the  whole  world,  were 
to  be  compared  with  it. 

Da.  AMORY»S  POEM  DESCRIPTIVE  OF  TAUNTON. 

Dr.  Thomas  Amory,  a  native  of  this  town,  published 
in  1724,  the  following  poem,|lescriptive  of  its  situation 
and  advantages  which  may  be  fitly  intrc»duced  here. 

Hail !  native  town  with  cheerful  plenty  bless'd, 
Of  numerouB  hands  and  thriving  trade  possess'd  : 
Whose  poor  might  live  from  biting  want  secare^ 
Did  not  resistless  ale  their  hearts  allure, 

'  From  the  Saxon  word  den^  which  is  added  to  the  names  of 
places,  to  signify  their  being  situated  in  valleys  or  woods  '^  for  the 
word  den  in  that  language,  means  both  a  valley  and  a  woody  place. 
Sax.  Ckrof..  ReguUe  GeneraUs^  p.  &     T. 

Tounion  Dean  may  thus  bo  understood  to  mean  Tke  ioxon  on 
Ik  rtoer  Tone^  in  a  moodyi  vttU^  -^See  note  1,  page  I. 

We  ha%e  frequent  eaamptea  of  the  word  deny  or  dean^  being 
applied  to  fon*st8  or  woody  situacions^^-ns  the  forest  of  Dean  in 
Gloncestershifp, — ^the  forest  of  Arden  (the  hill  forest)  in  Warwick. 
■hire, — Uen^  the  woody  retreat  of  wild  beasts. 

'*  The  ancient  lirittaines,'^  saith  Speed,  ^^  attribute  tho  name 
et  Arden  to  forests  and  woods,  but  Giraldus  CambrenKis  gives  it 
Hke  oam<*  of  Danutia^  or  Danica  S^lva^  or  the  Dams*  woods,  who 
did  lurk  and  shelter  themselves  in  these  shady  |» laces.  But  long 
before  the  lime  of  the  D.mes,  thet^e  woods  were  (  o^bissed  by  the 
SilMrer,afieice  and  warlike  people,  which  over-run  Moomouthshira 
and  Herefordshire.''  Bigland^B  Glouc€tt€rshirej  roL  L  p.  4b9y 
from  Panone'e  MS& 
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Round  thee,  in  epring,  we  Tiew  with  nTish'd  eje0| 
Italian  scenes  in  English  ground  arise; 
Which,  crowned  with  freedam,    rival  Paradise. 
Th*  enamell'd  meads  with  vast  profusion  show 
Tiie  Tarioiis  colours  of  the  heavenly  bow. 
the  fatt'ning  Tone  in  slow  meanders  moTOS 
Loath  to  forsake  the  happy  land  it  Iotos  t 
Forc'd  to  the  main,  by  nature's  law,  it  bears 
Back  floating  vessels  fraught  with  richest  wares  ; 
And  differing  products  from  earth's  differing  shores, 
Gather'd  by  commerce,  lavish,  on  us  pours. 
47pon  its  borders  herds  unnomberM  grace 
With  sheep  whose  fleeces  Persian  silks  surpaiS  ; 
Nor  prowling  wolves,  nor  hungry  lions  fear, 
Which  other  flocks,  in  other  pastures,  tear. 
Tall  bushy  trees,  o'er  all  the  region  found. 
With  cooling  shades  refresh  the  fertile  ground; 
Beneath  whose  coverts  beautcoui  females  strajfj  ^ 

Fresh,  artless,  gentle.  Innocently  gay,  v 

And  pass,  with  flatt'ring  swains,  the  sportful  hotirf  away«J 
Sghing  they  listen  to  the  amorous  tale, 
Nor  fear  lest  wily  snakes  dieir  stops  asstil. 
Gay  painted  blossoms  smile  on  lower  trees. 
With  promis'd  nectar  thirsty  palates  please, 
And  with  their  sweets  perfume  the  Temai  brteBO. 
While  warbling  birds  melodious  notes  employ, 
At  once  eialt,  and  tell,  the  shepherd's  joy. 
Here  fruitful  hillocks  swell  amidst  the  plain. 
In  verdure  clad,  and  rich  in  future  grain; 
Adown  whose  sides  the  murm'ring  torrents  toll. 
And  charm  the  muse  to  bless  the  poet's  soul. 
And,  all  around,  proud,  guardian  hills  ascend, 
Whose  height  from  winds  inclement  well  defend; 
Whose  bowels  unknown  stores  of  minerals  hold, 
Which  poverty  disarm,  and  chase  th'  invading  ooM. 
But  1,  unequal,  tempt  the  arduous  toil : 
Large  as  thy  vales,  and  generous  as  thy  soO, 
The  Terse  should  be,  which  would  thy  praise  pnwiaim. 
In  numbers  worthy  of  the  matchless  theme."  ^ 
1  These  lines  were  originally  pahllshed  in  Briec^  Exeter  paper.   T. 


] 


VALE  OF   TAUNTON*  BEAN, 

*  The  Vale  of  Taantoo-Dean  comprehends  the  foU 
lowioi^  parishes,  iiamelyt  Taunlun,  Wilton,  Troll, 
Fitiiiinster,'Angert^Leigb,  Corfe,  Orchard-Portmao, 
Stoke-Saint-Mary,  Rui^ton,  Thorn-Falcon,  Bishop's 
HqII.  Bradford,  West- Buckland^  Ninehead,  Welling- 
tMi,  Sanipford-AruodeJ,  UiU-Farrance,  Oake,  Staple*. 
grave,  Norton-Fitzwarine,Ch6ddon-Fitzpaine,  West- 
Monkton,  Kingston,  Cotheleston,  Bishop's-Lydeard, 
Heakhfield,  Ualse,  Ash«Prior's,  Fitzhead,  Milvej^ton^ 
laDgf<»rd-BudviUe,  Thorn-Saint-Margaret^  BatheaU 
ton,  and  Kunningtoo. 

The  Vale  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Qnantock* 
Inlb ;  on  the  west  by  Brindon-bill  ;  and  on  the  south 
by  the  Blackdowo-hiUs*  Towards  the  east  and  north- 
eeat,  it  ha^  no  mouataiaoos  boundary,  until  it  reaches 
the  Polden-hills,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  from 
Taoatoo. 

The  climate  of  the  Yale  of  Taonton-Dean  is  peco^ 
fiarly  mild  and  serene ;  and  the  soil  highly  fertile  and 
prodoctive.  The  eye  is  agreeably  relieved  by  a 
jadicioos  mixture  of  arable  and  pasture  :  and  if  it  be 
oaatrasted  with  the  north  and  north-western  parts  of 
the  county,  it  may  emphatically  be  called  the  '*  Land 
of  Canaan,  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey/' ^ 

The  soil  is  a  rich  loam,  interspersed  in  some  places 
with  clay^  as  part  ef  Bratford,  Bockland,  the  north 

'  AboDt  half  B  mile  to  tha  sooth.if  eit  of  Taunton,  on  the  road 
to  Trail,  there  It  m  small  hill,  which  commands  a  fine  tIow  of  this 
Tale.  This  hill  is  called  ««  Mount  Nebo^''  in  allasioa  to  that 
aseat  from  which  Moses,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Sacred  'Scriptures, 
was  iMaasd 4o  4aka  avi^w  of •<'  ihs  pronisod  laad,  a  land  flowina 
with  idlk  and  honsy." 
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tide  of  Wellin^on,  part  of  Sampford,  Hill-Fftmnoc, 
Ninehead,  Uake,  and  Uealhfitld  ;  and  vi  other  parts 
with  sand,  or  a  lig-hter  mould,  as  Kinjj^tufi,  JiiiMhop's- 
Lydeanl,  Ualse,  Fitzhead,  Milvertoii,  Lang^ord, 
Thorn-Saiat- Margaret,  and  Runnington. 

The  hundreds  in  which  the^e  villages  are  situate^ 
together  with  that  of  North-Curry«  are  principaUjr 
held  under  the  churches  of  Winojiester  and  Wells, 
and  the  lands  are  chiefly  posHessecl  i>\  sutall  proprietors*. 

The  dry  uplands  are  devoteil  to  tillage,  and  the 
rich  lowlands  to  grazing,  or  the  dairy.  On  the  former, 
wheat,  beans,  peas,  and  vetches  arc*  the  principaL 
crops.  I'here  is  a  considerable  proportion  of  land 
in  this  vale  capable  of  improvement  by  watering, 
some  of  which  is  so  managed ;  but  the  water  being 
frequently  scarce,  the  water^courses  are  a  perpetual, 
scarce  of  litigation. 

In  no  county  are  the  farmers  more  attentive  to  the 
mode  of  sowing  wheat,  or  laying  up  their  lands  in 
such  form  as  to  secure  them  from  injury  by  Winter 
rains;  and  the  quality  of  the  irrain  is  such,  as  to. 
induce  the  farmers  of  Sussex,  Hants,  and  Berks,  to 
purchase  it  for  seed  at  Weyhill  fair,  at  a  high  price. 

The  vale  does  not  abound  with  oak,  but  elm  grows, 
in  the  hedges  to  a  size  sufficiently  large  for  the  keels, 
of  ships  of  war*  For  the  most  part  they  grow  from  the 
inchors  or  suckers  of  the  neighbouring  trees ;  probably 
some  from  seed.  Few  are  planted  from  nnrseries,  nor 
is  there  often  any  occa.sion  for  it*  elm  being  the  spon« 
taneous  production  of  the  country. 

The  orchards  of  this  rich  and  delightful  vale,  from 
which  cider  is  made  in  the  highest  perfectaoOf  nmst  not 
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be  pM0ed  by  nnnoticed.  There  are  many  gentlemen 
in- the  neighbourhood  of  TaniYton,  who  sell  their  I>e8t 
cider  for  eight,  ten,  and  twelve*  jioonds  per  hogshead; 
and  it  is  supposed  they  possess  aninrt,  pecttUar  to  them- 
selves, of  conducting  the  fermenla£ibn^and  thereby  pre- 
serving a  rich,  and  delicious  flavour.  The  best  froit 
delights  in  a  strong  clayey  soil.  Unless  great  attention 
be  observed  in  making,  the  labour  is  in  vain;  for 
cider  requires  much  greater  nicety  of  management, 
than  malt  liquors.  ,TbBrapplM  are  suffered  to  fall  off 
the  trees,  or  when  thoroughly  ripe  are  picked  with 
great  care.  They  are  put  in  heaps  to  ferment,  and 
remain  in  that  state  for  three  or  four  weeks ;  after 
they  are  ground  and  the  liqnor  is  expressed,  it  it 
suffered  to  remain  in  tubs,  from  thirty  to  forty  homv, 
when  a  scum,  or  froth,  will  rise  on  the  top  ;  this  they, 
narrowly  watch,  and  when  it  breaks,  they  rack  for 
the  first  time  into  vessels;  after  which  unremitting 
attention  is  necessary  to  prevent  excesriveferme^Uatiat^ 
by  early  and  frequent  rackings/' 

TAUNTON  PROBABLY  KNOWN  TO  THE  BOMAN8. 

The  curiosity  of  the  human  mind,  in  its  attempts 
to  trace  back  the  history  of  places  to  their  origin, 

'  Bining8l<7*9  View  of  the  AgricvUure  ofthe  County  of  Somertsl. 

It  may  here  be  not  onneceMarj  to  caution  fanners  possetiinf 
mchardA,  not  to  fall  in  with  the  usunl  custom  of  beafin^;  down  the 
appUt  with  sticks.*  I^arly  in  the  autumn  the  buds  for  the  sacceed- 
bg  year  are  formed,  and  being  tender,  are  soon  destroyed.  To  this 
Tiel^  attack  on  the  branches,  may  in  a  great  degree  be  attributed 
the  inaqpadty  of  trees  to  bear  frnit  two  yetn  following. 
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for  wmit  of  records,  is  often  baffled  and  mortified^ 
The  memorials  of  ancient  times  are  either  lost,'  or  are 
not  sufficiently  minute.  As  to  Taunton,  there  is 
reason  to  suppose,  it  was  not  unknown  to  the  Romans; 
for  in  the  year  1606,  two  large  urns,  full  of  Roman 
ooins,  in  weight  about  eighty  pounds  each,  were  dog 
v^  by  labourers,  with  mattocks,  in  ploughed  fieUs, 
the  one  at  Lawrence-Lydeard,  and  the  other  within 
the  parish  of  Stognmber,  or  Stoke  Corner,  adjoining 
it.  This  discovery  has  been  sqpposed  to  authorise 
tbe  following  eondusions :  that,  after  the  conquest  of 
•ther  parts  of  Britain,  the  Romans  came  to  the  Cangif 
in  Somerset ;  that  having  conquered  them  in  a  valley 
between  Taunton  and  Withyel,  at  or  near  the  place 
now  called  Conquest,  they  maintained  a  legion,  or 
part  of  one  at  least,  hereabouts,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  inaurrections,  which  they  paid  with  sadi 
money  as  was  found  in  the  abovementioned  nrnf, 
and  that  these  forces,  when  called  home  to  reUeve  the 
empire,  distressed  by  the  irruptions  of  the  nortbefH 
nations,  buried  these  treasures,  which,  the  antiquary, 

'  Before  the  infention  of  the  art  of  printing  through  the  ignorance 
eftte  times,  and  the  diAcolt^  of  mnltipljHig  copiet,  few  books 
weie  published,  and  of  those  which  were  publi«hed  the  ciccsMloa 
was  Tory  limited.  It  giTes  a  striliing  proof  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
books,  that  in  1434,  the  Countess  of  Wostmoreland  preeenlied  a  pa. 
titioa  to  the  privy  oouncil,  representing  that  die  late  king,  fiearjr  V. 
had  l>orrowed  a  book  from  her,  and  ^praying,  thai  an  order  mi^ 
bogtvea,  under  the  privy  seal,  for  Ike  restoration  of  the  said  hMkt 
which  was  graaied  siitk  fiaat  fiolnmMy^M^Bffmfir^  pMMif^Ilp^^ 

p«  4a*   x« 
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wbo  makes  these  remarks,  calk  <<  Claadius  Cnnur*f/' 
and  '*  the  old  Roman  emperor's  treasure,  foand  neat 
Conquest/*' 

These  coins  were  of  the  emperors  Claudius,  Nero, 

Domitian,  Nerva,    Trajan,    Antoninus,     Septimios 

Severus,  Tacitus,   Gallienus,    Tetricus«   and  many 

other.     From  these  discoveries,  the  diflerent  ages  of 

the    coins,   the  imnienseness  of  their  quantity,  and 

particularly  the  name  of  the  place,   Cmmuestf  near 

which  they  were  found  ;  a  writer,^  whose  researches 

are  rather  more  curious  than  critical,  has  in  a  long 

treatise  endeavoured  to  pro^e  that  in  some  place  ia 

the  valley  which  extends  from  the  west  side  of  Quaa* 

tock,  from  Taunton  to   Lydeard,  Stogumher,  and 

Watchet,  the  Romans  completed  the  canquesl  of  so 

much  of  Britain  as  is  now  called  England ;  and  that 

through  many  ages  afterwards  they  continued  a  l^ion» 

or  part  of  one,  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Tbe  Cangi  of  Somersetshire  were  a  posihamom  tribe  of  the 
contineDtal  Belgae  wlio  last  emigrated  into  Britain,  nnder  Diritla. 
casy  Uog  of  the  Saessiones,  who  was,  according  to  CsMar,  the  nest 
powerful  prince  in  Ganl.     Difitiacos,  who  was  Che  sorereigD^  ant 

'  Mag.  Brit,  et  Hib.  4to,  Somerset,  171D,  p.  810,  811.— 
Collittson's  Hist,  of  Somerset,  vol  iL  p.,408. 

*  See  the  discourse  printed  by  Heame,  (who  ascribes  it  to 
Gibbons)  in  Peter  Langtoft's  Chronicle,  p.  441. 

Although  the  Immediate  district  round  I'aunton  Is  not  induded 
ia  the  f  tinerarj  of  Antoninus,  j9k  there  b  no  doubt  of  the  impor. 
tanea  which  the  Roman  generals  attached  to  it  after  the  coagaest 
^  tiie  Cofigi.  The  discourse  here  ascribed  to  Gibbons  is  eatiiM 
aa  aoie  oonsidesation  than  Mr.  Gollinsoo  was  dispoeed  to  gife  \L 
His  account  is  plausible,  and  it  is  coofiiaied  hj  local  appaar^ 
laodaccidteisldiscafariaithathawsiDaebaaiaiade.    S. 
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6nly  of  the  continental,  but  also  of  the  iiltnd,  Belgv,  brought  oter 
#ith  him  a  considerable  army,  who  amiftted  their  coantryraeo, 
already  settled  in  the  soutliem  and  western  parts  of  the  island)  io 
extending  (he  line  of  their  iiossessions.  Upon  the  arrifal  of  this 
prince  the  boundaries  of  the  Belgic  Britons  were  exartlj  deftoed; 
this  W.I8  rff'Ctvd  by  throwing  ap  a  large  and  deep  fosse  or  ditch, 
called  rrom  the  circamstance  of  its  ditision,  H^amsdike^  which  to 
this  da)  fxihts  in  many  places  in  perfect  preserTation,  and  is  one  of 
the  greatest  cnrio^ities  of  British  antiquity. 

The  ptissessions  t»f  the  Beige  before  the  coming  of  Oivitiacas,  ia 
all  probability  eatended  over  Kent,  and  a  <imall  imrt  of  Middlesex^ 
over  Su>H«>x  and  the  greater  part  of  Hampshire  and  Wiltshire,  over 
Dorsetshire,  Defonshire,  and  a  part  of  Cornwall.  On  his  arrind 
with  his  auxiliary  forces,  he  subdued  the  rest  of  Middlesex  and  all 
Essex,  at!  Surrey,  the  rest  of  Hampshire,  and  the  adjoining  parts  of 
Berkshire,  the  rest  of  Wiltshire,  the  remainder  of  Cornwall,  all 
Somer8et^hire,  and  the  south.west  of  Gloucestershire. 

The  Belgic  colonies  in  Britain  were  only  fite,  namely,  the 
Cantii  of  Rent,  the  Regni  of  Sussex,  the  proper  Helgw  of  Ilamp. 
•hire  at*d  Wiltshire,  the  Duroirigeg  of  Dorsetshire,  and  the 
Damnuftii  of  Defonshire.  The  new  colony,  planted  by  Divitiacos 
in  Middlesex  and  Rssex,  went  under  the  name  of  Trinovaniei*^^ 
Whiiaker's  iiiU.  of  ike  Unions j  p.  63,  65. 

In  the  year  of  Christ,  40,  two  trophies  are  said  to  have  been 
erected  by  the  Romans  to  commemorate  the  final  defeat  of  the 
Cmmgiy  v\  ho,  as  we  h«rn  from  Tacitus,  were  snbdued  by  Ostorins^ 
Proprflstiir  in  liritain,  under  the  emperor  Claudius.     In  the  time 
of  Henry  Vlli.  a  large  oblong  plate  of  lead  was  ploughed  up  in 
(he  hamlet  of  Wookey  Hole,  which  had  on  it  this  inscription  :«p- 
TI.     CLAUDIUS.    CAE 
SAR.     AUG.     P.M. 
TRIB.    P.     Vlil.     IMP. 
XVI.    DK.     BKITAN. 
This  plate  was  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  one  of  those  (ro« 
phies,  atid  iiriords  ;i  proof  (hat  if  the   Belgic  fugitives  were  not 
iliall)  exterminate^:  in  these  parts,  yet  at  leas t^ the  place  in  question 
was  known  to  the  Romans. 
Some  antiqnariea  hnto  been  led  to  inngiBe  thai  die  Cangi,  irer^ 
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Mted  in  Che  neigfaboDrhood  of  Catinington.  Otber  writers  hftTei 
liowerer,  placed  them  in  different  quarters  of  the  island. 

Bishop  Tanner  places  the  Can^t  in  the  northern  part  of  Wilt, 
ihire,  and  supports  his  opinion  by  the  coincidence  of  the  name  of 
tiiat  p«*opl«*,  with  the  first  syUnble  in  the  names  of  certain  towns 
«nd  YiUages,  as  Calne,  Cannings,  kc. 

In  the  Vriads  of  the  ancient  Bards,  the  Cangt  are  mentioned  m 
m  class  of  men  lelerted  from  Ibe  principal  tribes,  or  nations,  and 
deputed  to  keep  their  flocks,  and  attend  their  cattle.  Their  herds 
generally  consisted  of  twenty  thousand,  and  were  attended  by  three 
knndrcd  of  these  kee|»ers,  or  Cangi  -Briiion*s  IVtUshire^  vol.  i.  p.  S. 

The  Cangi^  according  to  the  learned  Baiter,  were  a  set  of 
people  belonging  to  every  tribe  or  nation  of  the  Britois  ;  they 
attended  the  herds,  and  resided  with  them  in  different  graslsg 
ground^  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  The  Cornavii  hud  their 
Xkmgi  who  wintered  in  fViraij  and  took  their  summer  res  dence  in 
TcgangUy  now  a  part  of  Flintshire.  The  Onlovices  had  also  thdr 
Cangt. — PennanCi  Tours  in  9Vale»y  yoI.  i.  p.  7. 

Mr.  Pennant  (ibid.  p.  91.)  supposes  that  the  Can^^,  dnrittg 
tkeir  long  vacant  time,  might  sometimes  engage  in  minii«g  concerns. 
This  3u\^positlon  is  founded  on  several  pigs  of  lead  having  been 
found  near  Halton,  in  Cheshire,  some  of  which  were  inscribed 
Imp.  Domii.  Aug,  C  de  Ceang,  These  have  been  thought  to 
commemorate  a  Tictory  gained  by  the  Romans  over  the  Cangi; 
bnt  it  is  evident,  says  Mr.  P.  that  they  were  nothing  more  than 
pigs  of  lead  brought  there  for  use,  or  eiportation,  and  he  is  further 
satisfied,  that  the  ore  which  produced  this  lead  was  dug  and  smelted, 
cither  in  that  part  of  Flintshire,  anciently  called  Fc^angle,  or  the 
Slimmer  residence  of  the  Cangi,  or  Ceangl ;  or  from  the  residence 
•f  the  same  order  of  people  in  Derbyshire. 

The  Roman  general  Ostorius  subdued  the  leerU  and  Cangi^  a 
people  of  this  part  of  Somersetshire,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  AO^ 
and  built  a  regular  chain  of  forts  upon  the  banks  of  the  Severn  and 
Atou.  M  any  of  his  Casira  ^ttiva^  or  Bxploraioria^  a  i  e  still  plain. 
ly  duceriiible.  A  notification  of  Ostorins's  presence  in  the  west 
of  England  is  met  with  in  the  name  of  Juti  passage,  called  in 
Domesday  Book,  OitercUvty  an  evident  corruption  of  the  Roman 
appellaUon  OstofiQs.^rrarii#r'#  Wuftraiion  qf  Raman  Jnitt^ 
dutavm-ed  mBmth^  p.  r. 
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<  The  common  tradition,  however,  is,  that  CoK- 
auEST  had  its  name  from  a  sig^nal  victory  obtained 
over  the  Danes  at  that  place,  by  the  Saxons  under 
the  commauiJ  of  king  Alfred,  which  might  have  been 
the  case,  altiiough  the  other  likewise  should  be  strictly 
true.  Certain  it  is,  that  king  Alfred  at  that  period 
possessed  all  th'e  lands  of  Lydeard,  and  when  he 
emerged  from  the  troubles  in  which  the  Danes  had 
involved  him,  and  began  to  advert  to  the  concerns  of 
domestic  life,  he  gave  the  manor  of  Lydeard,  now 
dialled  Bishop*s  Lydeard,  with  those  of  WellingtoA 
and  West  Buckland,  to  AssBft,  the  preceptor  of  his 
children,  as  a  reward  for  that  prelate*s  care  and  atten- 
tion bestowed  upon  them  in  their  education.* 

These  observations  are  confirmed  by  the  discovery 
ef  Roman  coins,  and  divers  other  antiquities,  in  the 
foundations  of  an  old  house  near  the  castle,  1643,^ 
and  by  a  like  incident  within  the  memory  of  man  ; 
when  on  pulling  down  a  house  in  St.  Jameses  parish, 
an  old  Roman  coin  was  found.  It  was  of  the  size  of 
a  farthing,  with  the  head  of  Vespasian ;  the  legend 
VESP.  AUG.  IMP.  The  reverse,  a  female  captive, 
her  hands  bound  behind  her  to  a  palm  tree ;  the  legend 
lUDAEA  CAPTA,»  and  in  the  exergue  S.  C.» 

^  Li  July  1748,  there  was  ploughed  up  in  a  field  at 
Liliesdon,  in  the  parish  of  North-Curry,  an  urn,  in 
which  were  several  Roman  silver  coins,  namely,  of 
Julian,  Constantine,  Constans,  Yaientinian,  Yalens, 

*  Conmraiiicftted  by  the  Re?.  J.  Collinson.    T. 

*  Comnmnicated  by  Mr.  Thomas  Peacock.    T. 

*  See  an  iUastradon  of  this  rererte^by  Addifon,  in  hb  <<  Dialogues 
upon  tlis  Usefulimi  of  Ancient  Medab/'  Sf  riee  3.  tig.  U.    T. 
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Oratian,  Yalentinian  janior,  Theodomus,  Magnus 
Maxitnas,  Eugenias,  Ar€adias,  Honorius,  and  many 
athers.  They  were  in  the  most  perfect  condition,  and  aa 
fresh  as  if  they  had  been  lately  coined.  They  were  all 
of  the  same  size,  excepting  one  of  Gratian^s,  with  this 
inaoription,  D.  N.  ORATIANUS.  P.  F.  AUG/ 
and  on  the  reverse  a  figure  standing,  with  one  foot  on 
a  globe,  and  a  shield  in  his  hand,  inscribed  VOX.  V* 
MULT.  X.  and  round  the  edge  VICTORIA  AU- 
6UST0RUM»  and  in  the  exergue  S.  P.  Q.  R. 
This  piece  was  three  times  as  large  as  any  of  the 
other,  and  weighed  nearly  as  much  as   a  shilling. 

*  Thai  is,  Dominui  Noster  Giatknus,  Pia$,  Felii,  Aaguttas. 
Yota  Quinquennalia  MuUiplicata  Decenoalia,  Seoatus  Popnlos^iie 
Remanns.  VlcloHa  Angastoriim.-^/it  BngHshj  "  Oar  Lord 
GMtian,  pious,  happj,  angosl;  the  senate  and  people  of  Rot&e 
wis^t  that,  hating  reigned  Its  yean,  he  siay  reign  doable  tkst 
awnber.     The  Wctoi^  of  the  Ai«iitCi.»' 

There  appears  to  hare  been  a  medal  struck  at  the  tame  Ume  by 
Theodosios,  the  colleague  of  Gratian|  with  the  inscription  *<  Vic 
toria  Angnstoram." 

It  wonid  seem  that  this  medal  had  been  struck  nbout  A.  D.  370, 
oa  the  defeat  of  the  Goths  hj  Theodoslas. 

Pliikerton,  XEtw^fon  MtdMl*^  fol.  i.  p.  ttS.)  has  the  folloiHo| 
obiervadon  on  this  inscription  :^>  <<  A  remarkable  circumstance 
is  Roman  medals,  is  the  inscription  VOT.  V.,  MULT.  X.,  to  be 
found  upon  manj  re? erses,  and  most  commonly  marked  on  a  shield^ 
0f  Within  a  crown  of  laurel.  This,  Dn  Cange  interprets  to  refer 
to  the  artifiee  of  Angnstus,  who  pretended  to  lay  down  his  power, 
aad  retaeie  it  for  ten  years  longer  as  at  the  request  of  the  senate. 
This  term  was,  says  he,  by  succeeding  emperors  shortened  to  fiTO; 
sad  solemn  tows  were  entered  into  by  their  subjects  for  their  safety 
«6  thn  ead  of  that  period;  nay,  Uiat  double  that  period  might  be 
allotled  to  tMf  re^,  again  to  be  prolonged,  in  the  wishes  of  their 
psopie,  ton  Tatufe  date.*' 


( 
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There  were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  amaUer 
pieces,  the  greater  part  of  which  came  into  the  poe- 
session  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodforde,  vicar  of  North 
Curry/" 

<  There  is  an  objection  which  may  be  urged 
against  the  occupation  of  Taunton,  or  any  part 
of  the  vale,  by  the  Romans.  This  is  its  low  situation* 
BesideM,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  Tauntoa 
was  a  Roman  town.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Roman  camps  occupied  the  commandinj^  summits 
of  the  country,  and  this  is  strongly  e&em pi ified  by  the 
remains  of  several  Roman  camps,  still  existing  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  namely,  Brent-knoll,  Douse- 
borough-castle  on  the  Quantock-hills,  Castle  Neroche 
on  the  Blackdown-hills,  BlackerVhill  in  Chilcomp- 
ton.  Bow  Ditch  in  Chew-magna,  Burwalls  and  Stoke- 
Leigh  in  Long-Ashton,  Cadbury  or  Camalet-caatle, 
Masbury-castle  in  Ashwick,  Hamden-hill  in  Monta- 
cute,  and  Worlehury  Camp  in  Weston-super-Mare. 
All  these,  not  to  mention  several  others,  are  instances 
of  encampments,  occupying^  high  and  commanding 
situations.  It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that 
one  of  the  principal  Roman  stations  in  this  county, 
that  of  Ilchester,  is  an  exception  to  the  rule  here 
mentioned,  for  that  encampment  stands  comparatively 
in  a'  low  situation ;  but  this  is  accounted  for^  when  it 
is  recollected  that  Ilchester  had  been  one  of  the 
principal  towns  of  the  Belgic  Britons,  previously  to 

"  Gent  Mag.  Sept.  1748,  p.  405. 

Sereral  of  these  coins,  which  are  in  the  highest  state  of  preier^ 
vation,  are  now  ia  the  possession  of  Thomas  Woodforde^  Esq« 
of  Taunton,  son  of  the  late  Re?.  Mr.  Woodforde,  <tf  Nortb-Corzy^ 
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4he  Roman  iovasion  ;  and  this  isthe  reason  why  the 
Romans  occupied  the  present  Ilchester  as  a  summer 
camp,  whilst  their  regular  and  permanent  station  was 
upon    Hamden-hill,  within  Tiew  of  Ilchester/ 


•  *  In  Collinson*s  History  of  the  County  of  Somerset, 
vol.  I.  p.  xxiii.  it  is  said  that  a  Roman  road  ran,  nearly 
parallel  with  the  Fosse,  from  the  Forest  of  Exraoor 
through  Taunton,  Bridgwater,  and  Axbridge,  to 
Portishead,  on  the  Bristol  Channel,  where  it  inter- 
sected  Wansdike,  and  whence  there  was  a  Irajeclus 
to  the  city  of  Isca  Silurum,  now  Caerleon,  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth. 

'  Admitting  the  statement  of  Collinson's,  relating  to 
this  Roman  road,  to  be  correct,  it  adds  strength  to  the 
conjecture  that  the  old  road  from  Taunton  to  Bathpool,' 
where  it  branches  off  from  the  present  turnpike-coad 
near  the  first  ^ile-stone,  is  the  remains  of  the  Roman 
stratum.* 

TAUNTON  IN  TMB   TIMB   OF   THE   SAXONS. 

But  in  whatever  obscurity  this  early  period  of  the 
History  of  Taunton  is  involved^  it  clearly  appears  to 

■  Tliehame  of  <  Batbpool'  would  indicate  that  viUage  to  haTc  been 
a  British  town.  It  appears  to  be  derived  from  Bod^pwU^  Bod 
in  the  British,  from  the  Hebrew  Beihy  signifying  a  honse  or 
dwelling,  whence  our  present  word  booth ;  and  p»//,  British,  a 
earrent  of  water  kept  together  and  fed  by  springs.  Minshew 
deriTes  pool  from  the  Greek  word  pti/09,  mud. 

The  hill  at  Bathpool,  called  Creechbnry-Hill,  has  erery  appear, 
ance  of  being  artificial.  It  was,  without  donbt,  a  British  earth, 
work^  or  hill  of  commanicatioii* 


( 
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have  been  a  place  of  great  note  in  the  tioie  of  the 
SaxoDSf  to  which  people  it  certainly  owes  its  fonndatioa. 
For  Ina»  one  of  the  West-Saxon  kings,'  as  early  as  the 
year  700t  bnilt  a  castle  here,  nearly  upon  the  sit#  of 
the  present  castle,  ^  not  only  as  a  place  of  residence, 
It^ut  also  for  the  purpose  of  better  securing  the  con- 
quests which  he  had  made  in  this  part  of  Britain,  and 
awing  those  disaffected  nobles  who  fixed  a  jealous  eye 
on  his  dominions.  It  was  here  that  that  prince,  whose 
reign  throughout  is  marked  with  fortitude  tempered 
with  moderation,  and  prudence  heightened  by  religion/ 
is  said  to  have  held  the  firrt  great  council  of  his 
kingdom,  by  whose  assistance,  he  compiled  a  code  of 
laws  for  the  government  of  his  subjects/ 


'  Ins  SQCceeded  Coadwalla  in  Wesses.  Ha^was  tha  son  of  Ceorsd, 
irbo  was  the  nephew  sf  Cynefito.  BiM.Uitim  was  liring  U  the 
period  of  his  acoessioa* 

*  Wilkins's  Leges  SaxonicsB^  p.  14— 37. 

When  he  established  his  laws,  he  saiih :  <^  I  loa,  Ung  of  the 
West^axons,  have  called  my  fatherhood,  aldermen,  and  my  wisest 
commoos,  with  the  godl^  men  of  my  kingdom,  to  consult  of  great 
and  weighty  matters." — Here  is  represented,  in  king  JImi,  the  kiqg*s 
rojal  person;  his  fatherhood,  in  those  ancient  days,  were  those 
whom  we  call  bishops,  and  therefore  were  termed  reverend  fathers  ; 
bjr  nldermen^  the  no1»iUty  is  meant ;  so-  hononrablo  was  the  word 
aldermen  of  old  times,  that  only  noblemen  were  called  aldermeiu 
By  the  wisest  commons  is  signified  knights  and  bniigesses ;  and  so 
is  the  king's  writ  at  this  day,  ^  Ds'discreliortbns  etmagis  Sttfld. 
entibua."  By  godiy  men  is  meant  the-  confocation  house ;  for  that 
it  only  oonsisteth  of  Mligtous  men^  to  oonsnlt  of  great  and  weighty 
matters ;  so  is  the<  king's  writ  at  this  day  ;  <<  Pro  qnilMMdam  ardnis 
et  nrgentibns  negotiis,  nos,  statnm  et  defensionem  regnl  aosifi 
Anglifs,  et  eoclesi«  Anglicanm  ooncementibQS.''-— jDoddM^  on 
ihsJnii^y  of  ParUtmenit  in  Bearn^9  CoUHiim  of  CkrHm 
Discaunes^  loU  u  p*  98 !•    T« 
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'  Much  of  the  fame  of  Ina  has  been  gaiDed  by  his 
iegiflilatioD,  and  he  deserves  the  gratitude  of  aiankind 
in  ^mmon  with  every  other  lawgiver.  Whoever 
applies  himself  to  mark  the  useful  limits  of  human 
action,  to  set  boundaries  to  individual  selfishneHS,  to 
Mmblish  the  provisions  of  justice  in  defence  of  the 
weak  or  injured,  and  to  rescue  the  criminal  from 
punishments  inflicted  capriciously,  is  a  charactet 
entitled  to  the  veneration  of  mankind.  Laws  must 
partake  of  the  ignorance  and  spirit  of  the  ag;e  which 
gate  them  birth.  An  Ina  must  legislate  for  the  people 
of  an  Ina*  If  the  subsequent  improvements  of  man- 
kind discover  that  prior  regulations  have  been  defec- 
tive^ succeeding  legislators  will  correct  those  provisions, 
which  the  progress  of  society  has  made  obsolete  or 
inaproper.** 

»  Toro^r's  Afiglo.Sazonf,  vdl.  i.  p.  S96. 

Th€  laws  of  kin^  Ina  were  made  by  the  tdvice  of  Geared  hU 
ikOef,  Kdda  and  Erkenwald  his  bishops,  his  aldermen,  and  other 
fhidi  in  council  assemblM. 

In  hii  first  la#,  the  eniforcing  word  is  in  Uic  plaral  namber, 
Frdkipimiu^  that  is,  we,  tfa6  iiing  and  members  of  the  fftienagem 
alofd,  commahd  the  following  iawi  to  be  observed.  From  these 
Wotdsr  it  seems  the  nobleft  had  not  only  a  share  with  tiie  liing  in 
mnklog  the  laws,  but  also  the  enforcing  and  potting  of  them  into 
exeeation* 

fas  waA  one  of  those  kings  of  the  Heptarchy  that  Ethel  werd  (in 
UsChrontcle  published  by  Str  Hefiry  8aTile,among  the  Five  Historic 
inr  itfter  Bede)  called  AnghrUm  Rex  primusj  to  whose  laws  the 
rerf  of  the  kings  of  the  Heptarchy  agreed,  and  received  (hem  into 
dbtr  dondnions,  and  wete  in  some  measure  parties  to  f  hemf ;  for 
wbea  matters  of  national  concern  were  to  be  debated  in  the  council 
of  that  king  to  whom  was  conceded  the  pre-eminence,  the  other 
kingi'  i^nt  sdme  of  tMit  principal  men  to  be  present  ther^  to 
debits  add  confemt,  tad  to  Wng  the  lawi  there  made  Into  the 
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The  second  of  Ina^s  laws  prescribed  a  penalty  for 
deferring  the  baptism  of  infants  beyond  thirty  days, 
and  a  much  greater  when  they  died  unbaptised/  One 
of  them  appears  to  have  been  dictated  by  homanity, 
and  to  have  been  intended  as  a  mild  and  equitable 
provision  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  slaves,*  tbat 

kingdoms  from  whence  ihey  were  senU^^urtbn*s  UisL  of  PoT' 
Uamenty  rolr  i.  p.  27. 

Alfred  was  the  first  king  who  made  a  code  of  laws  wVich  was 
common  to  the  whole  kingdom.  There  were  rery  few  legislators 
among  the  Saxon  monarchs.  The  laws  df  Ethelbert,  wlio  died  ia 
617,  are  the  most  ancient  that  we  hare.  The  next  are  those  of 
Lothaire,  673 ;  Edric,  684 ;  and  Wightred,  694 ;  all  of  them  kings 
of  Kent.  Ina^  king  of  the  West-Saxons,  as  mentioned  in  the  text, 
and  OiTa,  king  of  Mercia,  757,  were  the  only  other  kings  of 
the  Heptarchy  who  formed  any  laws,  which  have  been  preserved  by 
historians.  If  it  be  objected,  that  the  people  of  the  other  kingdoms 
could  not  live  without  laws  suited  to  the  situation  of  their  a£^irs, 
it  nay  be  observed  that  the  monarchs  of  those  kingdoms  received 
into  their  states  and  adopted  the  laws  of  the  kings  already  mention, 
ed.  The  laws  of  Ina  were  received  by  the  other  kings  of  the 
Heptarchy,  and  in  one  of  the  great  councils  held  hj  Ofia,  king  of 
Mejrcia,  there  were  present  the  king  of  the  East-Saxons,  the  king 
of  the  West-SaxoDS,  the  king  of  Kent,  the  king  of  Northumberland, 
and  three  kings  of  Wales. — Gurdon*s  Hist*  of  Parliament^  vol.  U 
p.  27* — Spelm.  Con,  309.  313. 

'  Inett's  Hist,  of  the  English  Church,  vol.  i.  p.  487.     T. 

*  The  Anglo-Saxons  not  only  kept  great  numbers  of  individuals 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  but  they  were  also  dealers  in  slaves^  and 
carried  on  that  inhuman  traffic  on  a  large  soole.  The  Northum. 
brians  in  particular  were  famous  for  their  exportation  of  slaves^ 
and  this  trade  continued  amongst  them,  according  to  William  of 
Malmsbury  (Script,  post  Bedam^  p.  17.)  for  some  time  after  the 
conquest. 

The  people  of  Bristol  were  also  very  much  employed  in  the 
ftl&Tc  trade^  which  they  pursued  with  such  eagerness,  that  ihejf 
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they  might  not  be  worn  out  by  unceasing  labour ;  for 
it  19  ordained,  that  if  a  servant,  by  his  master*s  com- 
mand, should  work  on  Sunday,  he  should  be  made  free. 

fneqaeatly  spared  not  their  nearest  relations.  The  description  of  the 
flaTe.inarket,  as  given  in  the  life  of  St.  Wulfstan,  bishop  of  Wor. 
cester,  (Anglia  Sacra,  toI.  li.  p.  258.)  vrho  filled  that  see  at  the 
time  of  the  conquest,  and  died  in  1095,  Is  an  exact  pictare  of  the 
negro  commerce  as  lately  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies  : — 

^'  There  is  a  town  caUed  Brichstou  (Bristol)  opposite  to  Ireland, 
and  extremely  conTenient  for  trading  with  that  country.  Wulfstan 
lodaced  them  to  drop  a  barbarous  custom,  which  neither  the  love 
of  God  oor  the  king  conld  prevail  on  them  to  lay  aside.  This 
was  the  mart  for  slaves,  collected  from  all  parts  of  England,  aird 
partienlarly  young  women  whom  they  took  care  to  put  into  such  a 
state  as  to  enhance  their  ralue.  It  was  a  most  moving  sight 
to  see  in  the  public  markets,  rows  of  young  people,  of  both  sexes, 
tied  together  with  ropes ;  of  great  beauty,  and  in  the  flower  of 
their  youth,  duly  prostituted,  daily  sold.  Execrable  fact !  wretched 
disgrace !  men  unmindful  even  of  the  affections  of  the  brnte  crea. 
tiOfl !  delivering  into  slavery  their  relations,  and  even  their  Tery 
ofipring.'' 

Chester,  it  appears,  was  one  of  the  places,  from  which  slaves^ 
were  exported  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons.  Its  vicinity  to  Wales, 
and  the  frequent  wars  carried  on  with  the  Welsh,  furnished  them 
with  a  constant  supply,  but  if  that  were  wanting,  their  neighbours 
of  the  Northumbrian  kingdom  were  ready  to  dispose  of  their 
nearest  relations.— Penitan^'^  Tour$  in  Wahs^  vol  i.  p.  174. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  mart  for  slaves  at  Lewes  in*  Sussex, 
iot  in  Domesday  Book  it  is  said  that  in  that  borough,  four-pence 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  portreeve  for  every  man  sold  there. 

Tliis  unhappy  race  of  men  seems  to  have  been  longer  perpetuilted 
on  the  estates  of  the  monasteries  than  elsewhere,  for  the  monks 
were  forbidden  by  an  ancient  canon  to  manumit  their  slaves.  '  In 
tke  survey  of  Glastonbury  Abbey,  taken  after  the  dissolution 
there  it  mention  of  ^<  two  hundred  and  seventy.one  bondmen, 
vrhose  bodies  and  goods  were  at  the  kiojg's  highn^s's  pleasured' 
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^  Notwithstanding  the  insurrection  of  Ealdbryllt 
ClitOy  who  urgefl  a  presumptive  claim  to  the  crown 
of  the  WeHt-8axi>iis/  and  whom  ina  vanquished  under 
the  walU  oi  his  cantle,  and  the  seditious  iiiuruiurs  of 
some  other  malecontents  of  inferior  note,  he  lived  to 
eee  his  territories  in  the  full  possession  of  tranquillity  ; 
and  there  being  now  no  longer  an  occasion  for  wallf 
and  bulwarks/  the  castle  which  he  had  erected  in 
Taunton,  was  destroyed*  about  the  year  721  ;  and 

*  The  iasurrection  of  pretenders  dislarbed  the  close  of  laa's 
veign;  but  he  attacked  and  destroyed  Cynewulf  Etheling;  and  in 
the  neit  year  his  queen  besieged  another,  Ealdbr>ht,  in  Taantoa, 
a  castle  which  the  king  had  built  to  defend  that  part  of  kin 
dominions,  and  in  which  the  rebel  had  taken  his  post.  She  let ellod 
it  to  the  ground,  and  Ealdbryht  withdrew  into  Sussex,  in^  4t 
fected  his  forces  against  this  profince,  and  three  years  afterwi^i^p 
slew  his  competitor.— £a».  Chron.  5%.—Huni.  338.— fVor.  ff%. 
S68.— Tiirner'i  Hiti.  of  the  Jngh^astmij  yoI.  i.  p.  4Q1. 

*  It  is  probable  that  this  castle  was  constructed  of  timbei^  ip 
wus  customary  with  sereral  ancient  nations,  and  eten  with  atkfss 
ef  later  date.  The  Persians  on  the  approach  of  the  Spaft^oty 
saoored  themselres  within  their  wooden  walls ;  i|nd  C«p>s^r  foaad 
great  resistance  from  a  tower  in  the  Alpine  castle  of  Larignum^  majo 
of  the  timber  of  the  larch,  which  was  found  to  be  iocombustibl#» 
la  later  times  the  castle  of  Bamburgh  in  Northumberland^  wm 
bnilt  originally  by  Ida  with  wood  ;  and  the  bnrgh  of  Murr^  wip 
fortified  by  the  Danes  with  the  same  material*  The  people  of  tho 
sume  county,  in  1938,  had  castles  of  wood ;  i^d  acentury  after  thoet 
more  recent  instances,  William  de  MeltoQ,  archbishop  of  Yoilip 
in  1317,  fortified  the  mount  in  that  dtj,  called  Vid  Bmlc^  with 
bma^  eighteen  inches  thick.— Wheneter  we  find  an  ancient  foiifwm 
totally  ranished,  and  cannot  account  for  the  disposal  oC  Iho 
maftesials  ia  the  erection  of  any  neighbouring  bnjldiiigs,  i|0  mnat 
^upjmf^  tM  th^  had  beei|  cons^ucted  oA  wood ;  Md  tlml  tkeji  1m4 
htfmimUoj9ihf,&g^  ei<ter  flawiatetlmihtf  MMitf  tniihii^ 
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the  king  having  put  the  goyenmieBt  of  bis  kingdom 
ialto  the  hands  of  Etbelard,  brother  of  his  qaeeo 
fithelbui^^  retired  to  a  mcmastery  at  Rome,  and 
there  ended  his  days.'  A  new  castle  was  bnilt  by 
one  of  the  bishops  of  Winchester,  about  the  time  of 
the  conquest,  and  it  was  afterwards  connderably 
improved  as  well  as  repaired  by  other  bishops.** 

With  Ina  originated  the  tribute  called  Peter*s  Pence* 
It  was  ordained  by  a  general  decree,  that  in  every 
family,  possessed  of  any  kind  of  goods  to  the  value  of 
twenty  pence,  throughout  all  the  kingdom  of  the 
West^Saxons,  one  penny  should  be  yearly  collected 
at  Lammas^  and  sent  over  to  the  blessed  Bt.  Peter 

•r  by  veUofy  or  vast  mauei  of  combviitlble*  rolled  Against  tftem  by 
th«  force  of  onmbers,  as  wai  the  practice  of  the  ancient  Stendlna? U 
aiiSy  doscribed  by  Olaas  Magnns.-^It  is  in  thk  manner  we  mail 
ftocoaat  lor  the  total  disappearance  of  many  castles  In  Wales,  whosb* 
names  are  preserred  in  hlstdry^  bnt  whose  Testlges  are  now  sought 
for  in  vain.— PMrnfffTf  Tows  in  Walef^iiA,  IL  p.  14. 

In  a  letter  from  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  to  Dr.  Toulihltt  he  says 
<^  The  arch  thai  I  have  lately  altered  into  a  room  was.  built  iboto 
twelta  hundred  years  sinee^  by  Ina,  king  of  the  West-Saions  for 
bis  i^tress-^whose  queen,  after  his  death,  destroyed  part  of  the 
castle  tu  be  revenged  on  that  lady.  How  soon  after  it  was  rebuilt 
and  fortified  so  as  to  be  called  the  western  key  of  the  kingdom  I 
dd  not  iind.'' 

'  Collinson's  Hist  of  Somerset,  toI.  Hi.  p.  M9. 

*Tha  Saion  Chronicle,  Anno  1001^  informs  us  that  the  Danes 
ia  sme  of  tiieif  predatory  Incntiioiis  btmt  Tegniun^  with  many 
other  g0od  towns.  This  aame  has  beefn  appropriated  to  Taunton 
by  Lambaide,  the  Kentish  adtiquaty,  in  his  Dictionarium  Anglis^ 
Topog«  at  Hist.  p.  8M,  but  Gibson,  in  Nbminum  Loeorum  etplii. 
caflo^  at  Ike  end  of  his  edition  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  supposes 
wHU  gitalsr  probability,  one  of  the  Teigniom  id  th6  county  of 
Denrn^  ts  fcave  beea  the  se«ne  of  thH  dreadful  calainfty*    H. 
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and  the  church  of  Rome,  which  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
was  called  Rome-scot.  It  was  first  paid  under  the 
notion  of  the  king's  alms ;"  but  was  afterwards  required 
under  the  name  of  Peter's  Pence.* 

'  Speed's  Succession  of  English  MonarchS)  p.  307. 

*  The  original  application  and  design  of  this  tribute,  according  to 
Matthew  of  Westminster,  was  the  support  of  the  English,  who 
might  repair  to  Romo,  to  he  instructed  in  literature  and  the  catholic 
faith,  in  the  English  school  which  Ina  built  there.  To  accommo. 
date  them  he  also  erected  a  church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Marjy 
in.  which  they  might  celebrate  divine  service,  and  if  they  shoiild 
happen  to  die  at  Rome,  be  interTed.-Weever^s Funeral  Mon.  p.  17^ 

The  piety  and  munificence  of  Ina,  in  the  style  of  that  age,  were 
displayed  in  various  institutions  in  England.  In  t04,  he  built  a 
laonastery  at  Wells.  In  708,  he  rebuilt  Glastonbary  abbey,  and 
exchanged  the  black  monks  for  beoedictines.  He  afterwards  erected 
a  monastery  at  Muchelney,  in  Somersetshire,  and  aji  abbey,  at 
Abingdon  in  Berkshire.  After  a  rdga  of  thirty-seven  or  thirty. 
eight  years,  he  resigned  his  throne  to  his  kinsman  Ethelard,  and 
travelled,  on  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  where  he  died  in  728.  He  it 
said  to  have  taken  this  step  at  the  persuasion  of  his  queen  Ethelburga, 
who  had  long  urged  him  to  it,  without  effect,  till  she  hit  upon  the 
following  expedient.  When,  on  a  certain  time,  he  had  lodged  at  a 
manor  in  the  country,  with  all  regal  splendour,  and  had  been  enter, 
tained  with  all  the  luxury  the  age  afforded  ;  on  his  departure,  she 
directed  the  keeper  of  the  royal  seat  to  remove  all  the  rich  furnitmne, 
bedding,  and  hangings  of  the  palace,  to  fill  the  rooms  and  all  the 
offices  with  straw,  ordure,  and  filth,  and  to  lay  a  sow  with  pigs  in 
the  royal  chamber.  When  every  thing  was  thus  prepared  to  excite 
disgust,  where  before  he  had  lodged  with  pleasure,  she  feigned 
urgent  reasons  to  induce  the  king  to  visit  it  again.  On  his  return 
to  it^and  perceiving  the  loathsome  ap|)earance  it  wore,  she  took 
occasion  to  direct  his  thoughts  ^^  to  the  consideiation  of  the  vain 
pleasures  of  this  world,  which  in  a  moment  come  to  nought;  to. 
gether  with  the  corruption  of  the  flesh,  being  a  filthy  lump  of  clay, 
after  '\t  fhould  once  be  dissolved  jn  death/'    Tke  historian  tells  na. 
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MANOR  OF    TAUNTON-BfiAN   ANl^XRD    TO    THC 
SK£   OF  WINCHESTER. 

^  Etbelard,  sacceeding  to  the  throne  of  the  Wert^^ 
Saxoos,  seems  to  have  followed  the  steps  of  his  great 
predecessor,  and  to  have  cultivated  peace,  piety,  and 
religion,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  his  devoot  qoeen 
Fritheswitha,  who, abandoning*  all  her  splendid  posses- 
sions, devoted  herself  entirely  to  God,  and,  among 
many  other  acts  of  religious  charity,  prevailed  upon 
Ethelard  to  bestow  the  town  of  Taunton,  then  the 
seat  of  royal  residence,  on  the  church  of  Winchester, 
which  had  been  founded  by  Cynegils,  the  first 
christian  king  of  the  West-Saxons/  To  this  dona- 
tion,  which  was  made  somewhat  above  three  hundred 
years  before  the  arrival  of  William  the  Conqueror^ 
was  appended  in  that  space  such  a  remarkable  share 
of  immunities,  prerogatives,  and  privileges,  as  is 
hardlj  to  be  found  in  the  description  of  any  other 
manor  in  the  Norman  survey/ 

Dugdale,  in  the  Monasticon,^  says,  that  in  the  year 

that  her  persuasions,  enforced  by  the  scene  before  him,  took  effect- 
He  renounced  the  world,  and  his  queen  herself  became  a  nnn  in 
the  abbey  of  Barking,  where  she  was  made  abbess,  and  died,--- 
Hoiinshead*s  Chronicle^  vol.  i.  Histor^^  p.  127,  198. — Turner* i 
Anglo-Saxons^  toI.  u  p.  409.     T. 

'  ColJinson's  Hist,  of  Somerset,  toI.  iii.  p.  999. 

*  Anno  791.  Ethelardas  Rex  Wcst.Saxias.  Hujns  conjnnx 
Frhheswitba  Regina  dedit  Wintoniensi  Ecclesia  Tanienam  de  sao 
patrimonio. — Et  ipse  Ethelardus  de  sua  parte  addidit  ad  praedtctnm 
manerium,  ad  opus  ejusdem  Ecclesiae  Tii.  Mansas. — Man.  AngL 
vol.  i.  p.  32. 

Fritheswitha  Regina,  mater  sanctae  Frethelwithae  Virginis,  dedit 
Ecclesic  Winton.  Manerium  de  Tantone^  in. qua  requiescit 
hoiiiata.-.J«fA  p.  980.  , 
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721,  Ethdard*s  queen  gwe,  out  of  her  patrimoity, 
the  manor  of  Taunton  to  the  church  of  Winchester, 
where  she  was  buried;  to  which  Ethelard  himself 
added  seven  manses,  or  dwellings  for  peasants/ 

It  is,  however,  asserted  by  other  historians,  that  the 
manor  of  Taunton,  was  a  grant  of  queen  Emma's,  whov 
when  a  widow,  was  accused  by  Robert,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  to  king  Edward  the  Confessor,  her  son,  of 
incontinency  with  Alfwin,  bishop  of  Winchester. 
Upon  this  charge  the  bishop  was  imprisoned,  and  the 
royal  lady  treated  with  rigour.  To  exculpate  her 
character,  she  offered  blindfolded  and  barefooted,  to 
pass  over  nine  red-hot  ploughshares,  placed  at  unequal 
distances.  This  mode  of  trial,  called  the  Fiery  Ordeal, 
was  generally  adopted  in  those  times ;  and  in  this 
case,  the  appeal  was  considered  as  made  to  the  provi- 
denee  of  God,  who,  it  was  supposed,  would  miracu- 
lously support  the  innocent.  The  issue  of  the  expe- 
riment, it  is  said,  evinced  the  innocence  of  queen 
Emma,  who  passed  over  them  unhurt ;  and  to  express 
her  gratitude  to  heaven,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  her  vindicated  character,  gave  the 
manor  of  Taunton-Dean,  and  eight  other  valuable 
manors  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester  and  his 
successors.*  But  Dr.  Richardson,  the  learned  editor 
of  Godwin,  treats  this  story  concerning  Emma,  as  a 
monkish  hble;  because  the  best  and  most  eareliit 
historians  near  Aose  times,  Roger  Hoveden,  Willian 

*  So  is  ths  word  mamat  explained  in  Dagdale'f  Moo.  Aogl. 
1718,  p.  11— and  in  Kelham's  Domesday  Book  iUostrated,  p.  367» 

*  Locke's  MS.  and  Godwin's  Catalogne  of  Bishops. 
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^Bfahoibury,  Matthew  of  Westmiostert  and  othersi 
take  no  notice  of  this  wonderful  escape.' 

^  The  names  of  the  nine  manors,  which  qiieen  Gmma 
bestowed  upon  the  church  of  Winchester,  art*  giv«n  in 
tha  note  l>elow,  from  Dogdale,^  but  Taunlun  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  number,  so  that  it  is  more  probabk 
that  queen  Fritheswitha  gave  this  manor  to  the  see 

The  religion  of  those  times  consisted  very  much  in 
mTesting  religious  houses  and  characters  with  great 
estates.  We  survey  the  amazii^f  grants  of  this  kind 
with  astonishment  at  the  energy  of  superstition,  which 
QOidd  thus  engage  the  great  proprietors  of  lauds  to 
strip  themselves  and  their  heirs  of  their  patrimony  j 
and  we  are  not  less  astonished  at  the  Mly  of  the 
government,  that  conld  permit  the  mouopolifs  of 
power  and  wealih,  which  sacred  iostitutiooM  thos 
obtained*  It  has  been  well  cdiserved,  that  notwiUi* 
Standing  these  alienations  of  private  (brtunes,  they 
were  not  wholly  lost  to  the  public,  hut  sometimes  did 
ifentnally  prove  beneficial  to  the  community ;  and 
as  they  enabled  their  possessors  to  relieve  and  mitigate 
the  publtc  bordens,  so  they  were  at  times  improved 
to  these  purposes.  The  bishops  of  Winchester  often 
advanced  loans  to  the  kings.  William  of  Wykehsm 
paid  for  hia  tenants,  three  several  tines,  the  snbsidies 
gnmted  to  the  king  by  parliaiBent.    Henry  Beaofert 

*  RichardHoo  de  Praesalibus  Anglie,  p.  57. 

*  Enma  matar  Edwardi  Coslessorisy  tMit  novem  Mmmtia 
Wtotooieofl  Eeclettc;  Brandttbyti,  Berebefdde,  Howthtoae, 
Fjidc^  Mechelmerche,  Y  vingto,  Wicombe,  Wer^niTe^et  Hqrlioge. 
-^M^.  Jngl.  vd.  L  p.  980. 
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the  saccessor  to  William  of  Wykebam,  who  tvft^ 
called  the  rich  cardinal,  lent  Henry  Y.  greatly 
involved  in  debt  by  his  continual  wars,  twenty  thou* 
sand  pounds.'  There  are  also  instances  on  record, 
of  the  lenity  and  liberality  of  rich  ecclesiastics  towards 
their  tenants.  William  of  Wykebam,  at  his  first 
entrance  upon  the  bishopric  of  Winchester,  remitted 
to  his  poor  tenants,  certain  acknowledgments,  usually 
paid  and  due  by  custom,  to  the  amount,  says  Godwin, 
of  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  according  to 
Lowth,  five  hundred  and  two  pounds,  one  shilling 
and  seven-pence,  of  which  there  was  remitted  to 
Taunton  and  Rimpton  one  hundred  and  one  pounds^ 
twelve  shillings  and  eight-pence.  Dnppa,  one  of  his 
successors,  remitted  to  his  tenants,  no  less  than  thirty 
thousand  pounds.^  The  enumeration  of  the  sums 
expended,  from  the  emoluments  of  the  religious,  in 
acts  of  munificence  and  charity,  wouM  furnish  a  large 
volume.  Monasteries  endowed,  colleges  founded, 
schools  erected,  churches  built,  perpetual  alms  to  the 
poor,  and  exhibitions  to  students,  are  monnments  of 
the  liberality,  with  which  the  estates  that  had  been, 
in  one  sense,  alienated  from  the  community,  were 
given  back  again  to  the  public,  in  the  application  of 
them  to  objects  of  general  utility.  It  is  amazing, 
what  immense  sums  were  thus  expended.  But  the 
greatness  of  the  expenditure  proves  the  resources 
were  also  great. 

'  LowtVs  Life  of  William  of  Wjkefaam,  p.  300. 

*  Granger*!  Biogr.  Hist,  of  England  Sto^  Tol.  iii.  p.  194,lD5v 
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This  sum,  being^  near  seven  hundred  pounds,  ob- 
serves Mr.  Locke,  was  a  princely  income  at  the  time 
of  the  conquest ;  and  as  it  is  charged  on  one  of  the 
divisions  only,  not  containing  above  half  the  hundred 
of  Taunton,  it  may  be  thought  too  bountiful  a  gift  to 
any  church  09  religious  order,  and  too  large  a  district 
to  be  conipreliefided  in  the  idea  of  one  single  manor 
whicfa  for  extent  and  value  cannot  be  paralleled  in 
history,  its  aoMnl  rent  at  present,  as  taken  from 
an  actual  survey,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  £fty 
thousand  pounds,  an  income  far  superior  to  that  of 
any  British  peer,  or  even  to  several  of  the  German 
princes.  If  the  £ee  of  this  hundred,  bnrthened,  as  in 
its  present  state  with  tazes^  were  to  be  sold  at  twenty 
three  years  purehase,-  it  would  auioant  to  a  sum  little 
short  of  three  millions  and  a  half. 

The  g^rant  of  such  an  extensive  and  valuable  manor 
must  necessarily  have  advanced  the  see  of  Winchester 
to  a  pve-emiaeaee  in  wealth  and  power  above  most, 
if  not  all,  the  other  sees;  This  diocese,  accordingly, 
was  anciently  valued,  in  the  king's  books,  at  three 
thousand  three  hundred  eighty-five  pounds  three 
shillings  and  three-pence  farthing,  and  is  now  at  two 
thcosand  eight  hondred  seventy-three  pounds  eighteeft 
shiUiogs  and^  one  penny.  It  is  natural  to  expect 
that  of  those  who  have  filled  this  see,  there  should 
have  been  persons  of  the  first  rank  and  dignity.  We 
are  told  it  has  yielded  to  the  church  ten  saints,  and 
to.  Rome  twa  cardinals ;  to  England  one  lord  chief 
justice^  nine,  lord  chanedloiSt  two  lord  treasurers^ 
one  ford  privy^  seal,  one  chancellor  of  the  university 
•f  (hffbrd,  one  chanceHdr  of  the  exchequer,  and 
Hrmty-fire  prelates  of  the  order  olLthe  garter. 
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DESCRIPTION   OF  TAUNTON  FROM 
BOMESDAY-BOOK. 

[COMF1I.BO  IN  TBK  TBAR  1086.] 


<  The  bishop  of  Winchester'  holds  Taanton.  Arch- 
bishop Stigand  (then  bishop  of  Winchester)  held  it 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  it  paid  the  geld^  for 
fifty-four  hides,  and  two  yard-lands  and  a  half,'  of 
which  there  was  arable  land  sufficient  for  one  hundred 

'  This  was  Walchelio,  who  is  sometimes  called  in  Domesdsjr- 
Book,  Walkelin,  and  Valceline.  He  was  cousiq  and  chaplain  to 
the  Conqueror,  and  professor  of  theology  at  Paris.  Soon  after  his 
coming  into  England,  he  was,  in  the  room  of  Stigand,  who  had 
been  translated  to  the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Canterbury,  consecrated 
bishop  of  Winchester,  by  Armingfrid,  the  pope's  legate,  in  the 
year  1073.  Walchelin  presided  orer  that  see  twenty.fonr  years, 
and  died  on  the  second  of  January,  1097.  He  is  generally  sup. 
posed  to  have  instituted  the  customs  of  the  manor  of  Taunton.  He 
was  succeeded  in  the  bishopric  of  Winchester  by  William  Giffkrd, 
the  founder  of  the  Priory  in  Taunton. 

*  This  was  the  tax  called  Dane^^eld,  which  was  first  imposed  ia 
the  reign  of  king  Ethelred  about  the  year  991. — See  the  Jppendix 
for  a  detailed  account  of  this  tax. 

'  Virgate,  that  is,  land  which  was  held  by  the  verge^  as  most  of 
the  copyhold  land  in  the  kingdom  now  is,  copyholders  being  fre- 
quently stiled  tenants  by  the  verge  ;  the  latin  words  virgata  ierrm 
are  badly  translated  <<  yard.land,"  but  do  not  signify  so,  the 
meaning  being  quod  tenetur  per  virgam^  namely,  that  such  land 
was  held  by  the  yard,  rod,  or  verge. — Browne  fVillis's  Hist,  of 
Buckingham^  p.  362. 

The  same  author  supposes  that  the  term  yard.land,  verge4and 
conld  nerer  signify  any  particular  or  certain  measure  or  quantity 
of  land,  but  on  the  contrary,  rather  signified  a  pordon  of  land  of 
uncertain  quantity  and  mcMure,  auch  and  so  much  as  a  lord  pleiaed 
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ploDghs.  Besides  this  the  bishop  has  in  demesne* 
twenty  carucates  which  never  paid  the  geld,*  and 
thirteen  ploughs.  There  are  eighty  villans,  eighty-two 
bordars,  seventy  bondmen  or  slaves  [^ervi],  sixteen 
coliberti,^   and   seventeen    swineherds/  who  render 

to  grant  to  bis  tUIbo  to  hold  at  his  lord's  will  by  the  rod  or  veige* 
—Ibid.  p.  S63. 

^  Foar  Tirgates  made  a  hide.  A  manascript  qaoted  bj  Do  Caoga 
makes  a  Tirgate  consist  of  twentj.foar  acres.*— flti/dUni'^  Htiim  of 
Donet,  vol.  i  p.  7. 

In  the  description  of  Tannton,  in  Domesdaj.Booky  two  vifgates 
are  called  half  a  hide. 

'  Demesne  has  divers  significations,  bat  the  more  common  one  Is 
fo  signifyr  the  lord's  chief  seat  or  mansion,  with  the  lands  belonging 
to  h,  which  the  lord  kept  and  reserved  for  his  own  nse,  in  opposl- 
tioB  to  such  lands  as  were  held  of  him  by  services.*— If^iUsf'i  Hiitm 
pf  Buekinghamj  p.  350. 

*  The  Demesne  lands  of  churchmen  and  religions  houses  were 
exoised  from  pa/iog  the  geld,  in  consequence  dther  of  the  elemosi. 
naij  grant!  by  which  they  held  their  lands  from  the  crown,  or  by 
virtue  of  some  general  grant  antecedent  to  the  commencement  of 
this  tax. — Webh*s  account  of  Dane-geld^  p.  21. 

'  The  CoUberti  were  a  middle  rank  between  the  Servi  and 
Liberia  doing  the  work  of  the  first,  but  holding  by  the  tenure  of 
the  Utter.  Thej  were  tenants  in  socage,  and  manumitted  vlllans, 
bat  not  absolntelj  free. — NkhoUsU  LeiceiterMrey  p.  zliv. 

Tbe  Coiiberti  were  a  middle^  sort  of  tenants,  like  the  Coionij 
between  servile  and  free,  or  such  as  held  their  freedom  of  tenura 
ander  condition  of  such  works  and  services.  They  had  thdr 
paisons  to  whom  thej  paid  rent,  and  were  manumitted  as  servants 
used  to  be,  but  not  absolutely  free. 

They  were  such  of  the  Servi  as  were  enfranchised,  but  still 
paid  some  duties  to  the  superior  lords.— ilforanr«  Essex^  p.  97.-^ 
jSMam's  Domesda^'.Booky  p.  176. 

^  When  bacon  was  the  chief  viand  of  Europe,  the  PorcarHa 
Of  jwinctefl,  wmsaparionofflosieimportancaw   His  anploymivit 

9  .  "^   . 
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4ie?ea  pound  ten  sbiUingSf  and  Muongst  them  dl  tbey 
hmre  A%iy  ploughs. 

.  -wtu  to  superintend  the  hogs  which  fed  on  acorns,  or  the  mast  of 
Ihe  oak,  in  iroods  and  forests.  In  the  manor  of  Tannton,  Uia 
lMSh4»p  of  Winchester  bad  sereiiteen  porcarii  or  swineherds. 

The  right  of  pannage,  or  keeping  so  many  kogs  in  certain  woods 
was  a  pdirilege  of  great  consequence.  It  occurs  in  Domesday* 
Booknuder  every  town  or  Tillage  where  a  wood  is  mentionei  td 
Imte  bc»n,  knd  this  tight  was  carefally  protected  in  later  dayti— 
«tMelt'f  T^mrrev  b^  Watkinw^  p.  383. 

Since  the  conquest  we  find  Philip  Fitc.Robert  gitiag,  amoi^ 
«ther  tbingi,  ^one  hnndred  blicons  to  the  king  lor  the  wardship  of 
the  lands  and  heir  of  Iro  de  Munby.— Af^g.  JtoT.  i  JnJk.  Rd*  11.  «• 
^^^Madoi^t  Eeckequer^  ckap*  10^ 

When  ike  woods  of «  manor  are  said  to  bate  Aitnisbed  ^  lord 
Iritb  ao  many  bogs,  de  pamagio^  it  is  to  be  nndetstood  of  twine 
failed  ir¥Sk  1^  mast  and  aconis ;  and  Implies  in  proportion  to  their 
numl>er,  that  those  woods  abounded  witib  bench  and  oak.  On 
nome  manors  the  rillons  also  furnished  tbe  lord  with  a  like  pro- 
Iwrtion  of  thetr  swtne  de  herbagio^  ihei  is,  lean  «»me,  sncb  as 
were  kept  ^on  the  herbage  of  the  woods  and  waste.^— JMiMfilnif'f 
Uiit.  ef  Surreyj  p.  114,  mo^ 

It  appears  from  Domesdig^^Book,  that  osIl  trees  were  then  of 
mo  farfeher  consequence  (than  firom  the  food  they  afford^  to  swine; 
4br  «tbe  tahie  of  the  woods,  in  several  counties,  is  ascertained  by 
tbe  number  of  ifaogs  tliey  would  fatten ;  Some  were  of  such  extent 
as  to  support  two  Cbousand.  Tbe  surrey  wns  taken  so  aocnratdy, 
that  an  souieiplacei^it  is  mentioned  dieve  is  a  wood  snfieient  for 
lone  ho|^'^«^  SUoa  de  tHia  pt^reo.'^* 

Awhie  fed  4h  the  woods  furaisfaed  so  oonaidofable  n  pmt  ^  Oe 
'iaod  of  lbrtner«ages,  that  a  scarcity  of  mast  was  one<<«f  tte  ciwuas 
of  the  frequent  famines  that  then  Imppened.  Tlie  Saasoa  Cbronidi, 
after  describing  the  entraordinary  famine  and  mortality  of  Ibe  year 
llt4>  records  }>articu]srrly  the  failuve  of  mast  in  that  year. 

Our  Norman  kings  in  their  rage  for  eateoJbng  lbmt»,  took 
^W9f  the  <rlgbt  of  .panu^ge  'from  those  dn  tAoee  luids  they  bad 
4aiNM>oaeba4,;  IMs  wns  nae  •of 'tbecflewoniaaiMl  ffelih  waiqMi. 
paUed  to  redress  in  the  Charter  of  forests. 
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There  are  mxty-foar  burgesses  ia  Taunton  i?ho  pay 
thirty-two  shillings,  or  six-pence  each,  to  the  bishop 
of  Winchester  for  his  protection. 

There  are  three  mills  which  render  ninety-fivQ 
shillings. 

The  market  yields  fifty  shillings. 

There  is  a  mint  at  Taunton  which  yields  a  profit 
of  £fty  shillings. 

There  are  forty  acres  of  meadow,  a  common  of 
pasture  two  miles  long  and  one  mile  broad ;  and  a  wood 
one  mile  in  length  and  the  same  in  breadth. 

When  bishop  Walchelin  received  this  manor  it  paid 
fifty  pounds,  i%  now  pays  one  hundred  and  forty-fo|ir 
pounds  and  thirteen-pence,  with  all  its  appendages 
and  customs* 

These  are  the  customs  of  Taunton ;  Burgheristbt 
Latrones/  Hundred-pence,*  Breach  of  the  Peace,' 

'  lliete  two  customs  indaded  the  taking  cognizance  of,  «nd 
tlis  power  of  paniihiag  honse-breakers  in  the  boroagb,  and  the 
jadging  and  executing  of  thieyet  and  highwaj.robbers. 

Before  the  tiioe  of  Csnnte  all  criminals  might  redeem  themseirei 
bj  the  payment  of  money  to  the  king,  their  lords,  or  to  the  persons 
offended  or  Injared ;  bat  by  a  law  of  that  king's,  breaking  into 
houses  in  that  manner,  and  with  sach  intent,  as  modern  law  terms 
baif Uu7,  committing  open  robbery,  manifest,  malieions,  or  wilful 
mufdcr,  and  betraying  one's  lord,  are  declared  to  be  crimes  punish. 
able  with  death,  and  such  as  are  not  to  be  cotnmuted  by  pecuniary 
mulcts  or  compensation. — 1  6urdon*s  Hist.  ofPariiamenty  p.  109. 
^^Ltges  CfuU.  61. 

*  Tke  hundied-penee  was  a  sum  demanded  and  collected  by  the 
SMriff  ^^^^^  ^^^  tithing  within  his  county  by  way  of  subsidy, 

'  This  custom  conferred  upon  the  lord  the  power  of  adminis* 
letiiig  justiee  in  allv^sdemeanors  and  petty  commotions. 

^jf  tht  JMi  law  «r  ktog  Alffid^  (ke  ftw  for  breach  of  the  pcMi 
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Heiufare/  Church-set;*  and  St  Peter's  Pence,'  the 

in  the  king's  city  or  town  of  his  own  demesne,  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty  shtlltogs,  to  be  paid  to  the  king  ;  breach  of  the  peace 
in  the  archbishop's  town  was  ninety  shillings,  to  be  paid  to  him  ; 
in  a  bishop's  or  alderman's  town,  sixty  shillings :  and  in  like  pro* 
portion  in  the  towns  of  inferior  persons.  The  bishops,  aldermen, 
and  thanes,  had  towns  of  their  own,  and  for  breach  of  the  peace 
there,  being  a  damage  done  to  them  or  their  tenants,  the  law  was 
highly  just  in  giving  the  recompence  to  the  party  aggrioTed  by  the 
offence.  These  prtTileges  were  enjoyed  by  the  prelates  and  great 
landholders,  under  the  Saxon  kings,  until  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  when  fines  for  breach  of  the  peace  were  remitted  inC<» 
tlie  king's  exchequer,  and  made  part  of  the  royal  rerenue. — 1  Gftrr. 
don^s  HisL  of  Pariiameniy  p.  07. 

'  Thra  word  is  derived  from  Hein^  a  servant  in  husbandry,  (our 
modern  hindj  and  faroy  a  departure.  It  signifies  the  absence  of 
a  servant  from  his  master,  and  the  forfeiture  was  paid  to  the  master 
by  any  person  who  either  killed  his  servant,  or  enticed  lum  to  run 
away*  Heinfare  is  also  mentioned  in  Domesday-Book  among  the 
customs  of  Chester. 

This  custom  gave  the  lord  jurisdiction  over  servants  (bondnren 
or  slaves,  the  iervi  of  Domesday«Book)  who  absconded  from  their 
masters. — 3  Cotlinson^s  Sam*  p.  230. 

Heinfare  waa  a  forfeiture  paid  on  running  away  for  murder.-^ 
Keiham^s  Domesday. 

It  was  also  a  recompence  due  to  the  lord  for  having  killed  his 
servant. — Noshes  fVorceiiersMre* 

*  This  was  a  measure  of  wheat  formerly  paid  to  the  church  by 
every  housekeeper  on  St.  Martin's  day,  in  the  name  of  first  fruits. 

Cowel  says  that  <<  Church.8et"  also  meant  provisions  paid  in 
Und. — CowePs  Interpreter. 

By  a  law  of  king  Ina's  it  is  ordained  that  Church-set  (or  Church, 
rent,  or  more  properly  Church-seed)  shall  be  paid  at  the  feast 
of  St.  Martin. 

'  King  Ina,  by  one  of  his  laws,  ordained,  that  in  every  family, 
possessed  of  any  kind  of  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty  penoe, 
Ihrooghoui  the  kingdom  of  the  West^axoni^  one  peanj  diould  be 
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tenaots  attend  the  bishop's  courts  three  times  in  tha 
year  without  being  summoned,  and  go  to  the  army 
with  the  bishop's  men. 

The  lands  in  the  manor  of  Taunton*  subject  to  these 
customs  are,  Tolland,  Oake,  Holford,Upper-Cheddoirt 
Lower  (or  South)  Cheddon,*(nowCheddon-Fitzpainey 
Maidenbrook,  Langford,  Bishop's-HuU,  and  Heale, 
Nioehead,  Norton  (Fitzwarine,)  Bradford,  Halse,' 

yearly  collected  at  Lammas,  and  sent  oyer  to  St.  Peter  and  the 
ckurch  of  Rome.  This  in  the  Saxon  tongue  was  called  Romescott. 
It  was  first  paid  under  the  notion  of  the  king's  alms,  but  waa 
afterwards  required  under  the  name  of  St.  Peter^s  Pence, 

'  This  enumeration  of  the  Tillages  subject  to  Tannton,  giyes  an 
idea  of  a  complete  Saxon  manor,  containing  a  principal  town  witit 
nnmerons  dependencies.  The  bishop  of  Winchester,  as  lord  panu 
mount,  appears  to  hare  exercised  within  his  jurisdiction  many  rojal 
privil^es.  He  administered  j  ustice  in  his  courts  to  his  vassals,  where 
ibey  took  an  oath  of  fealty  to  him ;  he  had  the  power  of  trying  honse- 
l>reakers  and  robbers,  and  if  convicted,  conld  inflict  the  punishmoit 
of  death  upon  them  ;  and  he  had  a  mint  in  which  be  coined  money, 

*  The  lands  of  Cheddon,  Ninehead,  Orchard,  Otterford,  and 
a  few  small  parcels,  with  some  lands  intermixed,  containing 
twenty.three  hides  and  a  half,  part  of  this  great  manor,  were 
granted  by  Stigand,  bishop  of  Winchester,  to  ten  of  the  Coii«^ 
qneror's  faronrites  and  servants,  whose  successors  held  these  landa 
so  long  onder  Walcheiin  and  the  succeeding  bishops  of  Winchester, 
by  knight's  service,  that  they  became  lay.property,  and  not  subject 
to  the  customs  of  this  manor. — Lockers  MSS* 

^  Halse,  although  formerly  in  the  hundred  of  Taunton  Dean,, 
and  described  in  Domesday.Book  as  one  of  the  villages  subject  to 
the  customs  of  this  manor,  has  been  severed  from  it,  and  added 
to  the  hundred  of  Williton-Freemanors  ;  but  WithieUFlory  and 
Bimpton,  although  locally  situated  in  other  hundreds,  at  a  great 
distance,  were,  as  being  the  bishop  of  Winchester'^  proper^,  added 
to  tbe  hundred  of  Taunton  Dean.-^LocAre'tf  MSS* 

Although  Halse  }s  said  ia  tbe  Domesday  Surrey,  to  be  subjeGi  ia 
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Heatfafield,  Sbapnoller,  (Scobiodare>)  and  Stoke; 
bat  tbe  tenants  of  the  two  last  are  not  liable  to  go  to 
the  army. 

The  tenants  of  Bagborough  are  subject  to  the  same 
eostomsy  except  attendance  on  tbe  army  and  on 
fanerab* 

.  The  tenants  of  all  these  lands  come  to  Taunton  to 
swear  fealty  and  to  have  justice  administered ;  and 
when  the  lords  of  these  lands  die^  they  are  buried  in 
Taunton.* 

Bishop^s  Hull  and  Heale  could  not  be  separated 
from  Taunton  in  the  time  of  king  Edward. 

Of  the  above  said  fifty*fMir  hides  and  a  ludf,  and 
half  a  yardJandy  Geoffrey  now  holds  of  the  bishop  fom* 
bides  and  one  yardJand ;  Robert*  holds  four  hides  and 

Ihe  castomi  of  the  manor  of  Taunton,  j^  it  is  pat  down  in  tiiat 
record  as  belonging  to  the  fee  of  Roger  Arnndel.  Ailmar  held  H  in 
the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  it  wag  charged  to  the  Dane-geld  ibr 
four  hides.  The  arable  land  wms  sufficient  for  seren  plongjiis. 
There  were  in  demesne  two  ploughs,  three  landmen,  siiteea 
Yillans,  and  seven  borders,  who  had  three  ploughs  and  a  lnlf» 
There  was  a  mill  which  rendered  ten  shilHogs ;  eight  acres  of 
meadow,  twelve  acres  of  woodland ;  and  twentj  acres  of  pastnre* 
When  Roger  Arundel  received  it,  it  was  wortii  one  Inindred  Mi* 
lings,  but  afterwards,  six  pounds. — Domesthg^Book  unier 
Somerset. 

'  This  custom,  of  burying  the  lords  of  tiiese  places  st  TaaBtoo^ 
seems  to  have  been  intended  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  lord 
paramount  to  claim  the  hetiot  due  on  tbe  ^deatii  of  those  wbo  held 
their  lands  of  him. 

*  This  Robert,  according  to  Mr.  Lodce*s  M9S,  was  flie  cod- 
qeror's  constable.  His  lands  went  afterwards  to  the  Fiorys,  dt 
Combe^Flory,  and  from  them  to  the  Meriets,  and  hy  a  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Meriet  of  flestercombe  to  ibe  BoBT]Be8.«^es  mofw 
relttHng  to  then  <smfa  in  m  yaftiegiwil  page. 
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a  htlf ;  and  Hugh  twa  bides  and  a  half.    There  we 
ia  demasne  ten  ploaghstand  twelve  bandmep,'  (glavee) 

*  The  Servi  among  the  ancient  Germans  and  Saxons  yn^re  of  Ae 
kind  called  pradiaUs^  ivlio  held  their  land  and  all  their  property 
at  the  lord^a  will,  did  hk  work,  and  were  maintained  by  kirn. — 
1  Huichins^t  Dorset^  p.  5. 

The  servi  and  xnUanitLtt  all  along  distingniphed  from  each  other 
in  Domesday. Book ;  bat  no  writer  has  fixed  the  exact  distinction 
between  them.  The  serf  I  might  be  the  pure  Tillans  and  Tillant  i'a 
gfoiiy  who  without  any  determinate  tenure  of  land  were  at  the 
arbltrmry  pleasure  of  the  lord  appointed  to  senile  works,  and 
reeeived  their  wages  and  maintenance  at  the  discretion  of  the  lord. 
The  other  were  of  a  superior  degree,  and  called  villanij  ▼iilans, 
because  they  were  vilim  et  glebw  itdicripii^  that  Is,  held  some 
cottages  and  lands,  for  which  they  were  burthened  with  such  stated 
•cmle  works,  as  their  lords  had  annexed  to  them. — 1  Nickotli*$ 
X^HietUrMhirej  p.  zUii.-— 1  MoranVs  Bsses^  p.  S7. 

The  sepri  or  serfs  were  bondmen  and  servants  employed  ia  the 
sulkifs  ef  the  boQse.~jKclheOT'tf  Domesday^Book^  p.  8S6. 

The  serri  weie  pure  rillans  living  under  the  arbitrary  pleasure  ef 
Mr  UfiB.—Rudd€9*i  Hisi.  of  Qlaucesiershhre^  p.  80. 

The  serri  were  predial  servants  whe  performed  such  serticet 
aad  woiks  as  their  Iprds  reqidred,  and  had  nothing  but  what  they 
gUJbed  ev  acquired  by  die  good  will  ef  their  lords,  whe  fed  and 
luptthem.~ere9«tf  fVHUs^s  Hisi.  of  9u€kingham,  p.  S0O. 

Mr-  NIchells,  fin  bis  translation  of  the  Lefeestershire  part  of 
9MMsday.Book,  calU  the  serri^  bomAmen^  and  the  JneOlay  whe 
appear  to  iiave  been  women  servants  under  clrcumHaaces  nearly 

We  b»re  the  aotkefity  of  Bractpn  for  asserting,  that  however 

the  ceadiHoa  of  the  selrvi  ef  those  times  was  in  ethev 

yet  their  lives  and  limbs  were  aader  the  protection  of  the 

lawa  ;  to  that  if  tiielofd  kiUed  hu  bondman^  he  was  subject  to  tiie 

0mm  panUnientee  If  lie  had  killed  any  other  person, — 1  HidhoUs^s 

WM.  ^  Uieesiershsrey  p.  zHH. 

b  England  alttvtey  SfMstsd  so  late  as  the  reign  ef  queen 

TlMPaiiaMuUaslM  MjU  estaat  issued  by  her,  in 
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twenty  yillans,'  and  twenty *ei|^ht  bordan  or  cottagen^ 
with  ten  ploughs.  There  are  tbirty-neven  acres  of 
meadow,  and  forty-three  acres  of  woodland,  and  a 
mill  which  belongs  to  the  said  Hugh,  of  the  value  of 
three  shillings.  The  value  of  these  lands  altogether 
is  twenty-seven  pounds. 

Of  the  aforesaid  hides/  Godwin  holds  under  the 


1574,  for  inqairing  iato  the  lands  and  goods  of  all  her 
and  bondwomen,  in  the  coantiet  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somefse^ 
and  Gloucester,  in  order  to  compound  with  them  for  their  nana* 
ndiaton  or  freedom,  that  they  might  enjoy  their  own  lands  and 
goods  as  freemen. — Lord  Kames^s  Skeiclus  of  the  Hut.  of  Mun^ 
vol.  i.  p.  500,  note* 

'  For  an  account  of  rillan  services  see  the  Appendix.  i 

*  This  is  as  much  land  as  may  be  tilled  and  cultivRted  with  one 
plough,  and  the  beasts  belonging  thereto  in  a  year,  having  meadow, 
pasture,  and  houses  for  the  labourers  and  cattle  belonging  to  it. 
The  hide  was  the  measure  of  land  in  the  Confessor's  reign-^tta 
carueaie  that  to  which  it  was  reduced  by  the  Conqueror's  ntow 
standard.  Thus  every  place  is  said  to  have  paid  geld  for  so  many 
hides  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  then  follows  its  present 
measure  of  so  many  carucates,  or  by  how  many  ploughs  it  could  bt 
caltivated.  Thus  in  Taunton  there  were  upwards  of  fifty.foHr 
hides  of  land  which  required  one  hundred  ploughs  to  cultivate  it» 
—The  hide  and  the  carncate  however,  consisted  of  various  qnan« 
titles,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  custom  of  husbandry 
In  every  coon^. 

The  hide  is  the  great  measure  of  Domesday .BooIl  in  most  eemu 
tiea,  bjii  in  those  of  Nottingham,  Derby  and  Lincoln,  only  carucaies 
are  mentioned.  In  Dorsetshire  there  are  both.  The  hide  in 
estimated  to  contain  one  hundred  and  ton  acres,  and  sometimes  on* 
iHindred  and  twenty. — 1  Hutchins'i  Hist,  of  Dorset,  p.  6. 

The  distribution  of  England  by  hides  of  land  is  very  ancient^ 
mention  being  made  thereof  in  the  laws  of  Ina,  about  the  year  690. 
—Broiaiie  mUis's  Hut.  of  Buekhtghamy  p.  ShS. 

The  cDrtainty  of  meaanriag  Isndadidn^t  come  in  ontil  Ike  ralfll 


BISTORY  OF  TAUKTOK.  41 

biihop  two,  wanting  half  a  yard-land ;  Leyeya  holds 
two  hides ;  Alward  holds  one»  and  one  yard-land  and 
a  half ;  Aluricand  Edmer  hold  three  hides ;  and  Lewi 
half  a  yard-land.  There  are  in  demesne  seven  ploughs 
and  thirteen  bondmen,  (slaves)  thirteen  villans,  and 
twenty  bordars*  with  three  ploughs  and  a  half.    There 

wms  under  tribute  to  the  Danes,  which  was  aboot  the  30(h  of  king 
Ethelred,  for  the  levying  of  which  tribute,  the  realm  wasadmeasared 
and  the  monej  leried  by  hides,  and  all  paid  their  Dane.gcld  accordhig 
to  the  nmnber  of  hides  they  possessed. — j^ppx*  Reg,  Rickm.  p«  3* 

'  The  bordaru  or  bordan  are  understood  to  hare  been  cottagers^ 
or  boors,  who  held  a  little  house  of  husbandry,  with  some  iaod,  on 
ooudition  they  should  supply  their  lord  with  some  small  pronslon 
for  his  board  or  entertainment. — Browne  WUU$^»  Hist,  of  Buck* 
ingkam.  p.  350, 

Spdman  obserres  that  the  word  bordarius  is  Norman,  and  Ia 
Domesday.Book  is  always  placed  after  viilant^  and  probably  from 
then^  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  bordarii  were  inferior  to  the 
viUaiil  iir  nok.  That  the  bordarii  were  employed  in  raising 
proTiaioDS  for  their  lord's  table,  teems  to  be  implied  by  the  name ; 
and  if  we  consider  that  at  the  time  of  compiling  Domesday.Book, 
the  generality  of  rents  were  reserved  in  victuals,  and  not  in  money, 
tUt  will  somewhat  strengthen  the  conjecture  that  the  business  of 
the  bordarii  was  probably  to  take  care  of  provision  for  their  lord's 
table.— /6td.  p.  363.. 

The  bordarii  were  distinct  from  the  servi  and  vittanij  and  seem 
to  have  been  those  of  a  less  servile  condition,  who  had  a  bord  or  cot- 
iagh  ^'^  ^  9aaX\  parcel  of  land  allowed  them.-Co»e/*«  Interpreter. 

The  bordarii  were  drudges,  and  performed  vile  services,  which 
weie  reserved  by  the  lord  upon  a  poor  little  house,  and  a  small 
ptfoei  of  land,  and  might  perhaps  be  domestic  works,  such  ae 
giinding,  threshing,  drawing  water,  cutting  wood,  Ac^Houardp 
TraUet  tur  let  Coutumes  Jnglo^Normandesy  p.  904— £rai^# 
Pr^.  HiH.  SngL  p.  56. 

Th^  held  a  litUe  house  of  husbandly  on  the  bordi  or  oatsidee 
of  tha  nwor^^l  MortuU'i  BiHSf  p*  mil* 
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are  two  mills,  which  yield  yearly  six  shilliDga  and 
eight  pence.  There  are  forty *five  acres  of  meadow, 
and  sixty-one  acres  of  woodland.  The  value  of  these 
lands  altogether  is  eight  pounds,  three  shillings.  Th^ 
tenants  who  held  these  lands  in  the  time  of  king 
Edward,  could  not  be  separated  from  the  church  of 
Winchester. 
Of  the  abovesaid  hides,  the  earl  of  Moretou'  holds 

TIm  bordarii  were  tenants  that  paid  poultry,  and  odier  proTiaioBS 
for  the  lord's  board  or  table. — S  Biomefield't  Norf.  p.  548. 

Bwrda  signifies  a  cottage,  with  a  small  piece  of  land  annexed, 
Md  bj  the  service  of  finding  for  the  lord,  poultry,  eggs,  &c.  for  his 
hmrddy  or  table. — 1  PennanVs  Tourt  in  WaUs^  p.  10. 

Some  lands  are  still  held  of  the  bishop  of  London,  the  tenants 
paying  sixpence  per  acre  in  lieu  of  sending  provisions  aneittitly 
fcr  their  lord's  table.    This  payment  Is  called  bord^erviee* 

^  Robert,  earl  of  Moreton  In  Normandy,  and  afterwards  of 
Cornwall  la  England,  was  half-brother  of  the  Conqueror,  his  father 
Hariowen  de  Burgh  having  married  Arlotte,  the  mother  of  Williav. 
He  coatributed  to  the  expedition  against  England  no  less  thaa  one 
hnadred  and  twenty  shifis,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  wkh  sevea 
bandred  and  ninety  .three  manors  in  different  counties.  He  died 
ia  1091,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William,  who,  aecovilog  to 
•omo  historians,  being  denied  the  earldom  of  Kent  by  Heary  I. 
entered  Into  treasonable  practises  against  that  king.  In  eoneeqoenee 
of  which  about  the  year  1 103,  the  great  possessions  of  this  eaii  ia 
Eoglaad  became  forfeited  to  Hie  crown.  His  estates  in  Norman^ 
wsffO  given  by  the  king  to  Stephen,  son  of  the  earl  of  Blols,  who 
thsMupon  had  the  title  of  eait  of  Mpreton,  and  was  afterwaids 
king  of  England.— .William,  second  earl  of  Moretoa  a«d  Cornwall, 
Isit  Issue  two  sons,  Adelm  and  John.  The  first  married  Agaea, 
diiigMer  of  Uwjs  VII.  king  of  France,  by  whom  he  had  WUIiam 
EMiUAdelo,  ancestor  of  the  De  Burghs,  earls  of  Clanricardo  In 
Ireland.  John,  the  second  son,  was  father  of  Hubert  ie  Bnrgh, 
•Ml  «f  Kent«-l>cMitfMby.BooJb;  Dugdah's  Bar^nag^^  toL  i. 
^mtcUon'i  HMarg  ^  Hemy  //. 
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one;  Alored  one ;  John'  two  and  half  a  yard-land. 
There  are  in  demesne  two  ploug^ba ;  and  six  bondmen, 
twelve  villans,  and  seventeen  bordans»  with  three 
ploughs  and  a  half/  There  are  two  mills  which  yidd 
fourteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  aiid  nineteen  acres 
of  meadow,  and  a  hundred  acres  of  pasture,  and 
twenty  acres  of  woodland.  These  three  parcels  of 
land  belonged  to  Taonton  in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 
and  were  of  the  yearly  valae  of  seventy  shillings ;  they 
now  pay  six  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

To  the  manor  of  Taunton  are  added  two  hides  and 
and  a  half  in  Lydeard«St.-Lawrence  and  Leigh  (now 
Anger's- Leigh)  which  a  thane  held  in  parage'  in  the 
time  of  king  Edward,  and  could  choose  for  his  patron^ 
or  protector,  whatever  lord  he  pleased  ;  Vlward  and 
Alward  now  hold  these  lands,  by  a  grant  from  king 

*  This  Joho,  according  to  Mr.  Locke's  MSS.  was  porter  of  tho 
Conqueror's  palace.  The  lands  which  he  held  in  the  manor  «t 
Tannton,  under  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  passed  with  tte  heiiMS 
of  his  family  to  Thomas  Cogan,  (called  Richard  by  Locke)  whoss 
granddaughter  married  Sir  Fulke  Fitzwarine«-^See  more  of  the 
deiceni  of  these  lands  under  ike  manor  of  Taunton. 

*  The  lord's  plough  was  drawn  by  four  oxen,  a  ? iilan's  plough 
generallj  by  two,  and  half  a  plough^  which  term  frequently  occurs 
in  Domesday.Book,  means  half  the  number  of  oxen  drawing  the 
ploagh,  or  only  one  ox  (in  a  Tillan's  case)  to  a  plough.<^£r«MltfiP^ 
TVandaiion  of  Domesdqy»Bookj  p.  6. 

^  I  understand  the  word  Parage  to  mean  that  the  thane  hese 
mentioned  held  this  land  as  a  partitioner  or  co.parcener,  and  as  the 
portkyn  which  had  come  to  Urn  on  an  equal  di? ision  of  the  Inherit 
tance  among  the  oo«heira.  Or  it  might  be  that  he  wns  a  yma^ir 
broOer^  sad  held  Us  share  of  the  fee  of  his  elder  hrwtbar,  andfea 
atdialord.— 5m  (hm^i  Interpreter^  Du  FrtHie^  mdBrei^e 
trefeM^  p.  105. 
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William.  The  arable  is  sufficient  for  6ve  ploug^b»; 
there  are  six  villans,  three  bordars»  and  four  bondoieD, 
and  eleven  acres  of  meadow,  a  hundred  acres  of  pas- 
ture, and  forty-nine  acres  of  woodland.  These  lands 
were,  and  are  still,  worth  forty ^Bve  shiilinf>^s. 

The  customs  and  services  of  these  lands  always 
belonged  to  Taunton,  and  king  William  granted  then 
to  the  church  of  St.  Peter  of  Winchester,  and  to 
Walchelin  the  bishop,  as  he  himself  testified  in  the 
presence  of  the  bishop  of  Durham,  to  whom  he  gave 
command  to  ppepare  a  writ  to  that  effect. 

HUNDRED  OF   TAUNTON-DEAN. 

The  hundred  of  Taunton-Dean  is  divided  into  three 
parts  or  districts,  namely,  the  hundred  of  Taunton 
market,  the  infaring  division,  and  the  outfaring 
division. 

The  hundred  of  Taunton  market^  is  so  called  in  all 
the  records  of  the  manor,  and  comprehends  that  part 
which  is  distinguished  as  the  borough  of  Taunton. 

The  infaring  divisianf  commonly  called  The  Five 
Hundreds  of  Taunton-Dean,  is  subdivided  into  the 
hundreds  of  Holway,  Hull,  Poundisford,  Staplegrove, 
and  Nailsbourne;  all  of  which  are  subject  to  the 
customs  of  this  manor.  This  division  includes  the 
parishes  of  Taunton-Saint-James,  Ruishton,  Stoke* 
Saint-Mary,  Wilton,  Trull,  BishopVHuU,  Pitminster, 
Corfe,  Staplegrove,  Kingston,  and  Rimpton.' 

'  The  parish  of  Rimpton  lies  detached,  and  at  a  great  distance 
fmii  the  otiier  parts  of  the  hundred  of  Tannton-Dean,  being  six 
ttfies  north-east  from  Teovil,  and  aboat  two  north.dea8t  from  Sher. 
korne,  in  Dorsetshire.  The  reason  of  this  spot  being  annexed  ta 
ihe  handred  of  Taunton,  is,  that  the  manoi  has  been  from  vcqp 
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*Fbe  outfaring  division  contains  the  several  parishes 
of  AnorerVLeighy  Bagborong-b,  Bradford,  Cheddos- 
Fitzpaine,  Combe-Fiory,  Cotheleston,  Heathfiekl, 
Hill-Farrance,  Lydeard-Saint-Lawrence,  Ninebead, 
Norton-Fitzwarine,  Oake»  Orcbard-Portman,  Otter- 
ford,  ToUand,  and  Witbiel-Flory. 
^  In  little  more  than  three  hundred  years  after  the 
grant  of  this  manor  to  the  see  of  Winchester,  the 
last-mentioned  sixteen  parishes  belonging  to  it,  were 
given  by  king  William,  soon  after  the  conquest,  U> 
his  favourites,  and  thus  became  lay-property. 

Thirty-one  hides  of  this  manor,  with  twenty  caru- 
cates  which  never  paid  the  Dane-geld,  having  been  so 
long  granted  to  customary  tenants  by  copy  of  coort* 
roll,  under  small  fines  jcertain,  rents,  heriots,  and 
services,  the  latter  have  grown  into  customs,  and  at 
length  were  presented  as  such  by  the  jury  in  1647, 
and  cannot  now  be  altered.  This  holding  is  con- 
sidered by  the  tenants  as  equal  to  a  fee-simple  tenure." 
.  The  estimated  annual  value  of  the  lands  and  houses 
in  this  hundred,  on  which  the  property-tax  was  levied 
in  the  year  1814 — 15,  was  one  hundred  and  four  thou*^ 
sand  and  seventy-eight  pounds,  being  one-twentieth 
part  of  the  estimated  annual  value  of  the  real  property 
of  the  county  of  Somerset. 

The  proportion  of  the  county  rate  assessed  upon 
this  hundred  is  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds,  eight 
shillings,  and  three-pence  half-penny. 

ancient  time  part  of  the  estate  of  the  bishoprick  of  Winchester,  and 
the  teoants  were  formerlj  bound  to  do  suit  at  the  bishop's  court  is 
TaontoB. 

'  Locke's  MSS.  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Josiah  Easton 
of  Bradford* 
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The  populatioD  of  the  hundred  of  *TauQtoii-I>Mo« 
according  to  the.retarns  made  in  the  year  181 1, 
amounted  to  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  tweWe^ 
namely,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven  males, 
and  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  females. 
There  were  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety, 
two  persons  employed  in  agriculture^  and  three  hon- 
ored and  sixty-seven  in  trade  and  manufactures.  The 
Bomber  of  houses  was  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty. 

MANOR  OF  TAUNTON  AND  TAUNTON-BEAN. 

The  manor  of  Taunton-Dean  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  manors  of  Broomfield  and  Iton  ;  on  the 
north-east  by  the  manors  of  West*Monkton  and 
Cheddon-Fitzpaine ;  on  the  east  by  the  manors  of 
Creech-Saint-Michael  and  Thorn-Falcon,  and  the 
rivulet  called  Blackbrook ;  on  the  south-east  by  the 
manors  of  Thurlbeer,  Orchard-Portman  and  Staple* 
Fitzpaine ;  on  the  south  and  south-west  by  the  manors 
of  Yarcombe,  Church-Stanton,  Clayhidon,  and  West^ 
Buckland ;  on  the  west  by  the  manor  of  Bradford ; 
and  on  the  north-west  by  the  manors  of  BishopV 
Lydeard  and  Cotheleston. 

The  customary  lands  within  the  manor  of  Taunton 
aad  Tannton-Dean^  are  thus  described,  namely. 
In  the  hundred  of  Holway, 

The  tithings  of  Ruishton  and  Henlade  in  the  parish 
of  Ruishton ;  of  Holway  in  the  parish  of  Taunton« 
Satat-Mary-Magdalen ;  of  Stoke  in  the  parish  of 
Btoke-Saint-Mary ;  of  Chipleigh  in  the  parish  ef 
Ninehead ;  of  Galmington  and  Sherford  in  the  parish 
•f  Wilton. 
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In  Hie  hundred  of  HuU, 
The  tithing  of  Dipford  in  the  parish  of  Truli ;  of 
Hull  and  Rumwell  in  the  parish  of  Bishop* s-HuU ; 
aad  of  North-Trendle  in  the  parish  of  Pitminster. 
In  the  hundred  of  Paundirfard^ 
The  tithing  of  South-Trendle,  of  Blagdoo,  Pitmin- 
tt«r,  South-Fiilford,  Doddleston^  and  Corfct  all  in  the 
parish  of  Pitminster. 

In  the  hundred  of  Slaplegrovef 
The  tithingt  of  Staplegrove  and  Byrland^  in  the 
parish  of  Staplegrove;  of  Pyiiand,    Obridge,  Mill- 
ZrfBne,  and  Grassgrove  in  the  parish  of  Taunton-Saint«* 
James ;  of  Holford  in  Combe-Flory  and  Lydeard* 
8t.»Lawrence;  and  of  Ilbeer  in  the  parish  of  Kingston. 
In  Ae  hundred  of  NaiUboumef 
ThetilihiBgsofKingston^Nailsboume^North-Fulford, 
Ciuiiaishy  aad  Tetton»  all  in  the  parish  of  Kingston. 

In  the  time  of  Walter  Curle^  bishop  of  Winchester, 
who  floccecded  bishop  Neale»  in  1632,  an  act  of  p^rlia-- 
ment  was  passed,  during  the  Cromwell  usarpatioii| 
avthoriziag  the  sale  of  all  lands  belonging  to  episcopal 
aees.  By  die  retarn  of  the  surveyors  appointed  under 
this  act,  for  ssrveying  the  manor  of  Taunton,  dated 
VWhraary  9th  1647,  in  order  to  its  being  sold,  it  was 
femid  that  the  tenants  of  the  five  hondreds  paid  at  t^M 
int  coaving^in  of  every  bishop  of  Winchester,  by 
way  of  acfanowledgment,  called  recoffnUion  money,  as 
follows: —  ^^  ,^   ^ 

Tlie  teaaots  of  the  hundred  of  Holway,  -    -    24    1     !lj^ 
The  teoants  of  the  hundred  of  HuU,  ...     10    2    0 
The  tenants  of  the  hundred  of  Pounduford^      12  15  10 
The  tenants  of  the  hundred  of  StaplegroTe,       13    1    3| 
Th^teoAutt  of  the  hundred  of  Nulsboornei       9  17  10 
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The  recognitioD  money  is  paid  by  bondland  tene- 
ments only ;  and  the  tenants  serve  the  office  of  reeve 
in  rotation. 

Previously  to  the  sale  of  this  manor  taking  place,  the 
copyhold  tenants  were  anxious  to  preserve  their  rights 
and  customs,  and  accordingly  a  court  of  survey  was 
iiolden  at  Taunton,  by  an  ordinance  of  parliament,  on 
the  15th  day  of  December,  1647,  by  Nathaniel  Whe- 
tham,  John  Hurst,  James  Price,  and  Sylvanus  Taylor, 
surveyors  appointed  for  the  sale  of  bishop's  lands, 
when  a  jury  being  sworn,  the  jurors  drew  up  a  pre- 
sentment in  which  they  inserted  a  full  account  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  claimed  by  the  tenants  of 
the  manor  and  liberty  of  Taunton,  or  belonging  and 
appertaining  to  them,  and  which  their  predecessors 
had  heretofore  enjoyed,  by  virtue  of  any  charter  or 
grant  made  and  granted  to  the  several  bishops  of 
Winchester.  This  jury  defended  and  preserved  from 
the  grasp  of  the  parliamentary  commissioners,  the 
customs  of  the  manor,  and  reserved  and  restored  th# 
possession  of  the  castle  to  the  then  lessee. 

Accordingly  on  the  20th  of  March  1647,  the  manor 
of  Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  together  with  the 
castle  and  all  the  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  same, 
were  sold  by  the  trustees,  under  the  above-mentioned 
act,  to  Brampton  Gurdon,  of  Asstngton,  in  the  county 
#f  Sufiblk,  esq.  and  John  Hill,  of  Taunton-Dean,  gent. 
But  the  manor  was  afterwards  recovered  by  the  bishop 
and  is  vested  in  the  see  of  Winchester. 


The  family  of  Hill  resided  at  Spaxton,  in  this  conn^.  The 
firft  of  wbom  anj  mention  is  made,  ig  Sir  John  Hill^  of  HonndltoD) 
who  wai  made  a  luight-hanneret  by  Edward  the  third^  In  vhoaa 
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« 

lie  died,  as  appears  by  an  inquisition  taken  in  the  15th  year 
ofehat  king. 

Robert  Hill,  Esq.  son  of  Sir  John,  married  Isabella,  sister  and 
heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Fichet  of  Spazton,  with  whom  he  had  the 
manor  of  Spaxton. 

This  Robert  Hill  was  a  person  of  great  note,  and  several  times 
sheriff  of  the  coanties  of  Somerset  and  Dorset.  To  a  deed  of  his, 
dated  4th  of  Henry  4th,  there  are  two  seals  appendant ;  the  one, 
per  pttlcy  a  saltire  vairy,  between  four  mullets,  the  arms  of  Hill ; 
the  other,  a  lion  'rampant  debruised  with  a  bend,  being  the  coat^ 
somewhat  altered,  of  the  family  of  Fichet.  The  inscription 
•i«tniim  fiohmi  H^iIIr^  He  died  1st  of  Heniy  6th,  leafing  issue 
by  the  said  Isabella, 

John  Hill,  his  son  and  heir,  who  died  13th  of  Henry  6th,  and 
was  father  of 

Sir  John  Hill,'  of  Spazton,  knt  who  married  Joan,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  William  Bannister,  Esq.  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
daughter  and  hdress  of  Philip  Wellesleigh,  esq. 

John  Hill  of  Spaxton,  grandson  of  Sir  John  last  mentioned,  mar. 
riad  CecWjj  daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Aston,  esq.  whose  son 
John  Hill,  married  Cecily,  daughter  and  co-heiressof  John  Stnrton, 
esq.  by  bis  wife  Catharine,  daughter  and  heiress  io  Thomas  Fitz. 
paine.  This  John  left  his  estate  io  Robert  his  heir,  who  married 
Dorodiy,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Flannock,  esq.  of  tho 
county  of  Cornwall. 

William,  grandson  of  the  said  Robert,  remored  to  Yard,  in  this 
county,  and  his  son  Roger  Hill,  esq.  in  the  time  of  king  Henry 
8th,  removed  io  Poundisford,  near  Taunton,  whose  lineal  heir, 
Roger,  of  Poundisford,  esq.  (by  Catharine  his  first  wife,  daughter 

'  This  Sir  John  Hill  appears  to  have  been  twice  married.  By 
Margaret  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Rodney,  knt.  he  left  issue  a 
daughter  and  heiress,  GenoTefa,  wife  of  Sir  William  Say,  knt.  who 
dying  without  children,  the  estate  rererted  to  Elizabeth,  sister  and 
hciiesa  of  the  last  John  Hill,  and  aunt  to  the  said  GenoTefa; 
which  Elisabeth  was  married  to  John  Cheyney  of  Pinhoe,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  esq.— Coi^inrofi'^  HM.  o/Som*  vol.  L  p.  244. — 
Lodffi  Peerage  of  IreUmAy  vol.  vii.  p.  313. 
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"of  GHes  Green,  t>f  tike  ^tioij  ^  Dorset,  eeq.)  had  Inifee  Willitniy 
and  bj  Abigail  his  second  wife,  daughter  of  Brampton  Gvidoa, 
t>f  Aisington,  in  the  connty  of  Suffolk,  esq.  had  Sir  Roger,  who 
in  the  retgu  of  Charles  td,  settled  at  Denbam,  in  the  consty  of 
Bucks,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  brother  Willkm,  withoot  iisve, 
f^came  possessed  of  the  estate  of  Poundislbrd. 

Sir  Roger  Hill,  of  Denhnm,  left  Issnean  only  dangliter  and  hetrett, 
Atyigaii,  mmrrred  to  ijohn  Lockay,  esq.  ivhose  only  danghter  «Dd 
heiress  liecame  4he  third  wife  of  Lewis  Way,  of 'Richmond,  ia 
Surrey,' esq.  whose  only  daughter,  Abigail,  married  in  1767,- Jolm 
Baker  Holfoyd,  esq.  afterwards  created  earl  of  Sheffield. 

TENURE   OF  THE   MANOR  OF  TAUNT01^-DBAK« 

The  manor  of  Taunton-Dean  coDsists  for  the  most 
part  of  customary  freehold  lands  and  tenements  of 
inheritance,*  which  are  divided  into  two  kinds, 
namely,  bomUands,  which  afe  the  ancient  dweUiilg 
tenements,  held  by  a  custotaiary  fine  attd  rent  certain, 
and  subject  to  heriots  and  manerial  services;  'dnd 
cverlandsp  where  anciently  no  dwelling  stood,  hefd 
by  a  fine  and  rent  certain,  but  exempted  from  the 
payment  df  hefiots,  and  from  every  other  castom, 
suit,  and  service. 

The  bondtand  tetiemients  oblige  the  tenants  to 
execute  the  office  of  reeve,  and  to  collect  the  bishop*s 
rents/ 

Formerly  a  court  was  held  at  the  exchequer,  every 
Saturday,  before  the  'dCeWat^,  or  his  deputy,  for  ad- 
justing disputes  among  the  tenants,  and  for  r^over- 
ing  small  debts;    but  as  the  fee  for  a  Summons 

'*Lahd8  which'are  held  aci^rdiag  io  the  icastoln  of  the  wmaM^ 
add  not  at  the  Mil  of  th^  lord,  'though  thejF  pass  by  copy  of  le^aiti 
roll,  Kftttrmed  tusfoMUryfreehioUi.^'^eeSaikM,  865. 

*  Locke's  MSS.  and^Ctstoms  oftheM ahwr  of  TanntmiBtan.  T.     I 
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was  .only  one^penoy.  for  an  attachment  foar-pence,  for 
a  declaration  six-peDce^  an  appearance  two-pence^ 
and  so  in  proportion  with  regard  to  other  fees,  it  has  for 
many  years  fallen  into  disuse ;  for  those  fees,  having 
been  established  with  the  customs  of  the  manor,  ag 
early  as  the  eleventh  century,  cannot  be  altered/ 
thoug-h  the  value  of  money,  to  which  all  fees  should 
bear  a  proportion,  is  greatly  changed  and  reduced 
ance  that  period.* 

The  customs  and  fines  to  which  this  tenure  is 
sobject,  are  many  and  varioas ;  and  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  them  can  be  obtained  only  by  long* 
experience.  The  mode  of  succession  in  this  manor, 
is  ^singular,  and  is  sometimes  productive  of  very 
aerious  evils  to  families ;  for  estates,  according  to  the 
custom  of  it,  descend  to  the  widow  of  a  man,  though 
a  second  or  third  wife,   to  the  prejudice  of  the  issue 

'  Tbefe  fees  bare  been  altered  for  a  centurj  past.     B. 

*  Mr.  Locke  published  some  years  ago  a  little  tract,  to  wbicli 
ve  would  refer  the  reader,  entitled,  ^<  The  Customs  of  the  Manor 
of  Taunton  and  Tannton.Dean,"  carefully  copied  from  the  original 
record,  to  which  are  added  the  names  of  the  jury,  a  copy  of  their 
presentment,  a  list  of  the  freehoAl  lords  of  manors  who  did  service 
at  that  court,  and  some  other  particulars.    T. 

This  tract  haring  become  Tery  scarce,  it  has  been  lately  reprinted 
hj  the  editor  of  this  work. 

There  has  recently  been  published,  in  an  octaTo  rolume,  <<  The 
Aiideot  Castoms  of  the  Manor  of  Taunton.Dean,  collected  from 
(he  Records  of  the  Manor,  presented  by  the  Jury  at  the  Law-day 
Court,  the  ^4th  day  of  April,  1817,  and  published  under  their 
sanction.  To  which  are  prefixed  some  Introductory  Observations 
on  Copyholds  in  general,,  and  Remarks  on  those  of  this  Manor  In 
particnlary  with  the  Origin,  History,  and  Nature  of  Court  Leet 
aad  CowtSixon.  By  H^  B<  Shillibeer;  Land-Suireyor,  Taunton/^ 
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under  a  prior  marriage,  who  are  totally  precluded, 
though  the  lands  were  the  ancient  inheritance  of 
their  father. 

<  In  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  printed  customs  of 
this  manor,  it  is  said,  that  **  If  a  tenant  die  seized  of 
any  customary  lands  or  tenements  of  inheritance 
within  the  said  manor,  having  a  wife  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  then  his  wife  ought  and  hath  used,  time 
out  of  mind,  to  inherit  the  same  lands,  as  next  heir 
unto  her  husband,  by  the  custom  of  the  said  manor, 
and  to  be  admitted  tenant  thereunto,  to  hold  the 
aame  unto  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  and  in  as  ample  manner 
as  any  other  customary  tenant  there  holdeth  his  lands, 
under  the  rents,  fines,  heriots,  customs,  duties,  suits, 
and  services  for  the  same,  due  and  accustomed/' 

'  In  the  fifteenth  article  it  is  said,  <<  If  any  tenant  die 
seized  of  any  customary  lands  or  tenements  of  mheri« 
tance  within  the  said  manor,  having  no  wife  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  having  but  one  son,  then  that 
son  ought  and  hath  used,  by  the  custom  there,  to 
inherit  the  same  land,  as  heir  to  his  father ;  but  if  he 
hath  more  sons  than  one,  then  the  youngest  son  hath 
used  to  have  and  inherit  the  same,  as  sole  heir  to  his 
father,  by  the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  and  so  like- 
wise of  daughters,  if  he  hath  more  than  one,  and  die 
without  issue  male,  the  youngest  daughter  ought  and 
hath  used  to  inherit  the  same,  as  sole  heir  to  her  said 
father,  by  the  custom  of  the  said  manor ;  but  if  such 
tenant  hath  neither  wife,  son,  or  daughter,  then  the 
youngest  brother  of  the  whole  blood  ought  and  hath 
used  to  inherit  the  same  lands>  and  if  he  hath  no 
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broiher  of  the  whole  blood,  then  the  youngest  sister 
of  the  whole  hlood ;  and  if  he  hath  neither  brother 
nor  sister,  then  this  is  a  rule  in  the  said  custom,  that 
the  youngest  next  of  kin  of  the  whole  and  worthiest 
blood  ought  and  hath  used  to  inherit  and  hold  the 
lands  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  or  to  her  and  her 
heirs  for  ever,  under  the  fines,  rents,  heriots,  customs, 
duties,  suits,  and  services  due  for  the  same,  by  the 
custom  of  the  said  manor/' 

The  custom  by  which  the  younger  son  inherits  before 
the  elder,  this  tenure  has  in  common  with  that  called 
Borough-English.  The  learned  have  been  at  a  losa 
to  ascertain  the  origin  and  ground  of  a  custom, 
which  thus  inverts  the  order  of  nature.  Sir  William 
Blackstone  conjectures,  with  great  judgment,  that  it 
might  be  deduced  from  the  Tartars.  Amongst  this 
people  the  eldest  sons,  as  they  advanced  to  man'ig 
estate,  migrated  from  their  father  with  a  certain 
portion  of  cattle,  and  the  youngest  son  only  remain- 
ing at  home,  became,  in  consequence,  heir  to  the 
father's  house  and  all  his  remaining  possessions.  This 
conjecture  not  only  assigns  a  natural  and  rational 
reason  for  a  custom,  that  on  the  face  of  it  wears  a 
strange  appearance ;  but  is  confirmed  by  the  consi- 
deration, that  not  only  this  custom  was  long  prevalent, 
in  Tartary  and  the  northern  nations,  but  many  other 
feudal  practices  prevail  there  j  nay  the  whole  feudal 
system,  while  in  Europe  it  is  an  exotic  plant,  is  indi- 
genous, universal,  and  immemorial  in  the  east.' 

'  RicIuurdsoD's  Dissertation  on  the  Language^  Literature,  and 
Maanm  of  the  Eastern  Nations,  p.  ISS,  160,  162.    T. 
We  jfind  that^  among  many  other  northern  nations,  it  was  the 
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Will  not  the  same  principle  assign  also  Ike  origin 
of  the  other  peculiarity  in  the  succession  of  estates  in 
this  manor?  For  as  in  the  course  of  events,  Che 
younger  son  would  frequently  be  left  in  a  state  of 
minority 9  the  mother,  as  his  natural  guardian,  would 
succeed  to  the  immediate  possession  and  enjoyment 
of  the  father's  estate. 

^  In  the  twenty-eighth  article  it  is  said,  that  **  All  the 
customary  tenants,  having  estates  of  inheritance  of  or 
in  any  customary  lands  or  tenements  of  the  said  manor, 
Imve  used  time  out  of  mind  to  fell  their  timber  or 
wood  growing  upon  their  customary  lands,  and  te 
spend  or  sell  the  same,  at  their  wills  and  pleasare, 
ii^ithout  any  controlment,  by  the  custom  of  the  said 
manor/' 

CttStom  for  all  the  sons  but  one  to  migrate  from  the  father,  whicli 
<me  became  his  heir.  So  that  possibly  this  castom,  whererar  It 
pMf  ails,  may  be  the  remnant  of  that  pastoral  life  led  by  the  andent 
Britons  and  Germans,  which  is  described  by  Cssar  and  TacftM^*- 
Encg.  liriU  9ub  voc.  Borough^  Rnglith. 

Father  Du  Halde  saya»  that  amongst  the  Tartars,  the  yonngest 
of  the  males  is  always  the  heir,  by  reason  that  as  soon  as  the  elder 
are  capable  of  leading  a  pastoral  life,  they  leave  the  honse  with  a 
certain  number  of  cattle  given  them  by  the  father,  and  go  to  buiid 
»new  habititioB.  The  last  of  the  males  who  continttea  in  tba 
house  with  the  father,  is  then  his  natural  heir. — 1  MontesquUm^M 
SpMi  ofLansy  p.  401. 

Montesquieu  says,  that  he  has  heard  a  like  custom  was  also 
observed  in  some  small  districts  of  England.  This  was  doubtless  a 
;^aStoraI  law,  conveyed  thither  by  some  of  the  people  of  Britnijry 
or  established  by  some  German  nation.  We  afe  informed  by  Cssnr 
andTacitus,that  these  last  cultivated  little  land.-/6iif.  vol.  i.  p.  401. 

A  custom  ^ith  respect  to  inheritance  that  prevails  amoti;^  flie 
new  settlers  in  America,  may  illustrate  tfte  tenure  of  TMftM- 
Dean.— 5ee  Monthly  Mag.  for  iiAjif  1805^  j^;  Mf. 


*  My.  tbe  de^oith  and  twelfth  articles  th^  paymrat 
vf  beriots  is  thas  proviij^d  for : — 

^  In  case  any  coatomary  tenant  di^  fieized  of  any 
bimdland,  within  this  s^iit  manprt*  or  m^\e  an  absolujt? 
anrcender  of  the  aamo  bondlaq4  ^bei^;  theif,  upo9 
SQ€h  death  oc  surrender,  is  an  heriot'  djgip  to  tjh.^  loi;d> 
by  the  Gustom^  viz.  foi;  evesy  hood  tenement  ^cept 
onstomary  cottages^  the  best  quick  beast  of  biw  tbfit 
aa  died  seized,  or  made  surrender ;  or  if  be  had  no 
f  nick  beasty  bona  fide,  then  sixpence  £9r  every  suph 
lieriot,  and  no  .more.  And  for  choice  of  all  heript 
hearts,  all  the  best  quick  beasts  of  the  same  tenant,  90 
dyiug  or  sarrendering,  ought  and  have  been  used,  to 
be  brought  into  the  pound  in  the  castle  of  Tauntoot 
at  the  next  thvee-wedcen  court  after  such  death  or 
aarrender;  at  which  time  the  clerk  of  the  castle^ 

^  The  Sszoa  thsne  Unda  were  allodial^  and  free  from  all  barthent 
^fid  psjmeoto^  iut  Canute  iotrodaced  heciots  (wbicl>  the  translators 
qt  his  laws  render  Rekvtamenia^  whereas  the  original  Saxon  word 
ii  Heregeai)  which  was  contriTed  bj  that  monarch,  it  being  mflUim 
ejffar^U9^  he  took  the  people^s  anas  in  order  to  keep  Us  new  Gpn« 
qkuesta  in  t«li)eetioii,  sad  to  apppoft  the  str^gth  ^04  ipil^arjr 
fiiniitafe  of  his  newly-acquired  doniinions.  The  Saxon  heriot  was 
paid  in  liabilinients  of  war  ont  of  the  goods  of  the  deceased  ;  the 
If  orman  relief  was  paid  in  money  by  the  heir,  that  the  lord  might 
not  have  inuiilem  proprieiaiem  in  his  setgnorj.  The  heriot  was 
yielded  wheUier  the  son  or  heir  enjoyed  the  land  or  not,  but  the 
nbif  was  a  compositv^o  with  the  lord,  wi  paM  t^  relief  e  pr  r^d^m 
%  laad  4^t  waa  lal^c^  l^o  ^e  lord's  bAod9,  as  renapatiQ  ^t 
ftUmirgt^  Feo^.T^  Gurdpn^s  Ilisf.  of  Pari.  p.  550. 

9y  the  law0  of  Canute,  at  the  death  of  the  great  men  of  this 
realm,  so  many  horses  and  arms  were  to  be  paid  as  they  were  in 
tMr  lam^f e  HMv^  ^M^  ^  ¥^  f^^  M"^  J^'i'f  ffarife^- 


,66  HISTORY  OF  TAtTNTOK. 

keepingihe  lord's  court,  ought  and  hath  used  to  cfaai^ 
two  of  the  tenants  of  the  hundred,  where  the  land  lieth^ 
upon  their  oaths,  to  choose  the  best  quick  beasts,  and 
to  prize  the  same  indifferently  ;  and  after  prizing  the 
same,  then  the  lord's  clerk'  of  the  castle,  or  other 
officer,  is  forthwith  to  be  at  his  choice,  whether  he  will 
have  the  same  heriot  or  heriots,  or  the  money  they  are 
prized  at,  to  the  use  of  the  lord.  And  if  the  same 
officer  make  choice  of  the  heriot,  then  he  is,  by  the 
custom,  to  take  the  same  to  the  lord's  use,  and  to  ac- 
count for  the  same ;  but  if  he  make  choice  of  the  mo- 
ney, then  the  same  beast,  by  the  custom  there  used 
ought  to  remain  to  the  executor  of  the  tenant  so  dying, 
\¥ho  ought  to  find  two  sufficient  pledges  of  the  tenants 
of  the  same  hundred,  where  the  lands  do  lie,  to  pay 
the  same  money  into  the  hands  of  the  reeve  of  the 
same  hundred,  at  some  convenient  time  before  the 
audit  next  following.  But  if  the  lord's  officer  and  the 
executor  refuse  to  take  the  heriot  beast  at  the  price  it 
is  appraised  at,  then  the  prizers  thereof  ought  and 
have  used  to  take  the  same  heriot  at  the  same  price, 
and  to  find  pledges  to  pay  the  same  unto  the  lord's 
reeve ;  and  then  the  reeve  is  to  pay  the  same  at  the 
next  audit. 

"  When  any  customary  tenant  of  inheritance  pur- 
poseth  to  make  an  absolute  surrender  of  his  heriotable 
land,  having  quick  cattle  or  beasts,  and  before  such 
surrender  do  compound  with  the  clerk  of  the  castle 
for  the  time  being,  for  the  heriot  to  be  due  upon  the 
same  surrender ;  in  such  cases,  by  the  custom  of  the 

'  At  preseat  the  custom  is  for  the  steward  of  the  manor  to  settle 
ihe  value  of  the  heriot*    B. 
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said  manors  the  said  lord  ought  and  hath  been  used  to 
be  answered  of  hisheriot  according  to  such  composi- 
tion, and  not  otherwise." 

'  There  is  now  paid,  in  the  manor  of  Taanton^  as  a 
heriot  on  erery  alienation,  for, 

A  yard.land,       .....800 

A  half.7ard.land,     «...  4    0    0 

A  fifteen.acre  teDement,      «    .  3  15     0 

A  farthing  land,        •     ...  3     0    0 

A  teo-acre  tenement,     -     .    •  2  15     0 

An  eight-acre  tenement,      .     .  1  15     0 

A  fif  e.acre  tenement,     ...  1     50 

A  heriot  of  the  best  beast  becomes  due  on  death,  and 
if  the  tenant  hath  none,  then  six-pence  only. 

*  The  ninth  article  relates  to  dormant  surrenders^ 
and  is  as  follows : — 

'*  Of  this  kind  of  conditional  surrenders  customary, 
there  is,  and  always  hath  been,  a  dormant  surrender, 
often  also  in  use  within  the  said  manor ;  and  that  is, 
when  a  tenant  is  purposed  to  settle  his  land  on  any 
person  or  persons,  whom  he  intendeth  to  make  his 
heir  or  heirs,  or  to  charge  the  same  with  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  or  for  the  performance  of  his  last  will 
and  testament.  In  this  case,  such  tenant  hath  used  to 
come  to  the  clerk  of  the  castle,  or  his  deputy,  and  to 
surrender  his  lands  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons^ 
at  his  will  and  pleasure,  for  the  performance  of  such 
purposes  as  are  above  mentioned,  or  either  of  them, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  surrenderer  ;  such  surrenders 
to  be  published  and  take  effect  after  the  death  of  the 
surrenderer,  he  leaving  in  himself  nevertheless  the 
present  possession  and  interest  of  the  said  lands  so 
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HHTendered.  In  every  of  which  surrenders  tlwf  a  umat 
be  a  condition  inserted,,  by  which  a  power  is  alwajia 
reserved  to  the  surrenderer  to  revoke,  frustraie,  and 
make  void  the  same  surrender,  wilhin  the  space  of 
seven  years,  at  his  discretion,*  by  the  CBStom  of  tlie 
said  manor."  * 

'  The  dormant  surrender  becomes  TQid  after  the  expifation  of 
leTen  years.     B, 

*  The  act  of  55  Geo,  III.  cap.  1 02,  has  rendered  dormant  snrren. 
den,  as  to  lands  which  are  strictly  copyhold,  unnecessary.  It  is 
therein  enacted  *<  That  in  all  cases  where  by  the  custom  of  any 
manor  in  England  or  Ireland  any  copyhold  tenant  of  such  manor, 
may  by  his  or  hes  last  will  and  testamcnl,  dispose  of  hia  or 
her  copyhold  tenements,  the  same  haring  been  surrendered  to  $u<;h 
uses  as  should  be  declared  by  such  last  will  and  testament,  ereij 
disposition  or  charge  made  or  to  be  made  by  any  such  last  will 
and  testament  by  any  person  who  shall  die  after  the  pasting  of 
this  act  of  any  sudli  copyhold  tenements  or  of  any  right,  title, 
or  interest,  in  or  to  the  same,  shall  be  as  Talid  and  effectual  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  although  no  surrender  shall  hare  been  made 
to  the  use  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  such  person,  as  the  same 
would  have  been  if  a  surrender  had  been  made  to  the  use  of 
such  will. 

^  No  person  enlitied^  or  daimisg  to  be  eutUtecl^  to  cppy  holA  lai|dl% 
tenevents,  or  hereditaments  in  conxe^uence  of  any  testamentary 
disposition  shall  be  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  the  same,  by  rirtue 
of  any  thing  in  this  act  contained,  except  upon  payment  of  all  such  * 
stamp.duties,  fees,  and  sums  of  money  as  wooh)  hare  been  lawfnHy 
due  and  payable  in  respect  o#  the  smwenderiog  of  such  oopyhoU 
lands,  teneBsesIs,  or  herediftamenis  to  the  use  of  mch  wiU,  or  |a 
respect  of  the  presonlisg^  legystevisg,  or  enrolUag  such  surrender 
had  the  same  laadS|  tenements^  and  bereditauients  been  surrendered, 
to  the  use  of  the  will  of  the  person  so  disposing  of  the  sajne/' 

It  may  here  be  obsenred,  that  this  act  does  not  contain  any 
dause  by  which  the  lord  of  a  manor  is  compelled  to  admit  any 
cepyMd  tenaat  otherwise  ttsn  accoidhig  «a  the  s«i4»m  td  Iha 
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The  inconveniences^  which  must  sometinies  aii«» 
from  these  singular  customs^  are  in  a  degree^oonnter« 
balanced  by  the  mode  of  conveyance  practised  in  this 
manor ;  which  is  by  a  surrender  of  the  estate,  upon 
every  sale  or  mortgage,  into  the  bands  of  tlie  lord ; 
Wkich  surrender  is  lodged:  in  the  e^ceheqaer,  or  the 
room  where  all  the  titles  of  the  manor  are  reposated^ 
and  may  at  any  time  be  examined.  This  makes  it 
easy  to  prove  the  validity  of  a  tidci  and  is  a  security 
against  all  frauds  in  mortgages. 


<  In  the  first  edition  of  this  worki  it  is  said  that  the 
manor  of  Taunton,  which  originally  included  the  town 
and  borough,  is  now  distinct  from  it,  the  latter  now 
standing,  for  the  most  part,  on  fee-simple  landsy  sub« 
ject  to  chief  rents,  called  bishop*s  rents.'  When  this 
separation   took  place  is  a  matter  of  some  doubt. 

aanor.  Therefore  the  old  practice^  reladog  to  donnaat  sunendevf) 
will  probably  be  foood  still  to  be  the  safest. 

Costomarj  estates  parcels  of  the  manor  of  Taaiiton.I>Bai^  aio 
aot  held  ai  the  will  of  the  lord^  bat  according  to  the  cnstom  of  Iha 
nanor,  and  are  therefore  not  copyhold—— Fic/e  Comberb.  9Vfi. 
Cmrihew^  433  ;  Saikeldy  366. 

'  The  houses  in  that  part  of  the  borongh  of  Taunton,  now  wAm 
jaet  to  the  payment  of  bi^op^s  rent^  appear  to  haTe  been  so  long 
Md  ander  those  fee.fann  rents  as  to  haTe  become  freeholds,  aaA 
bave  not  been  questioned  since  the  reign  of  Edward  the  foiirtt* 
Brides  the  aboTe  freeholds,  some  houses  are  held  bj  the  castflma, 
aad  a  few  on  leases  for  lifes  under  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  bati. 
and  Edward  Berkeley  Portman,  Esq.  The  king's  lands  weraa 
fuieel  of  forfeited  houses,  now  held  by  lessees.  The  towu-laak 
•r  fisofee-lands,  were  originally  seised  by  the  constables  to  be 
lupt  hr  the  heirs  of  former  owners,  who  died  of  a  pestOentfad 
Time  are  also  graotad  ma  kaiei  for  Utei ^XMt«*a  MSS. 


•0  History  of  tavntok* 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  dismembered,  14Z1, 
by  Henry  Beaufort,  son  of  John  of  Gaunt,  who  was 
translated  to  the  see  of  Winchester  in  1405.  But  his 
successor,  William  of  Waynfleet,  in  the  sixth  year  of 
Edward  the. fourth,  made  a  grant  in  fee  of  the  guild- 
hall, in  TauntoUf  (some  years  since  pulled  down)  to 
Nicholas  Dixon,  the  perpetual  vicar  of  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen,  under  the  yearly  tribute  of  a  red  rose,  as 
a  mark  of  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  house  of 
Lancaster.  In  this  grant,  the  town,  borough,  and 
market  are  said  to  belong  to  the  see  of  Winchester. 
This  shews  that  the  fee-simple  estates,  considered  as 
disjointed  from  the  Taunton*Dean  tenure,  must  have 
been  granted  to  the  freeholders  since  1467/ 
'  Locke's  MSS. 

<  Copy  of  the  Cof\firmaiion  by  Inspextmus,  of  a  grant  of  land  in 
the  borough  of  Tauntony  at  a  iitefor  a  Guild-hall. 

<^  To  all  the  sons  of  holy  mother  church,  to  whom  these  letters 
shall  come,  Robert,  by  dWIoe  permissioD,  prior  of  the  cathedral 
charch  of  St.  S  within,  Winchester,  and  convent  of  the  same,  sendeth 
greeting  in  our  Loan  God  cTerlasting.  Know  ye  that  we  have 
inspected  the  letters  patent  of  the  most  Rev.  Father  in  Christ, 
lyilliam,  by  divine  permission,  lord  bishop  of  Winchester,  in  these 
words : — 

<<  To  aU  christian  people  to  whom  this  present  writing  indented 
shall  come — William  Waynfleet,  by  divine  permission,  bishop  of 
Winchester,  sendeth  greeting  in  our  Loan  God  everlasting.  Know 
ye  that  we  the  aforesaid  bishop  have  given,  and  granted,  and  by 
this  our  present  writing  indented  have  confirmed,  unto  Nicholas 
Dixon,  perpetual  vicar  of  the  parish  church  of  Taunton  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  a  certain  parcel  of  our  land 
lying  in  the  middle  of  our  market.place  of  our  borough  of  Taunton 
aforesaid,  in  a  certain  place  there  where  the  ancient  water..CDurso 
was  wont  to  run ;  the  said  paroeL  of  land  containing  in.Ieiigtii 
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•ixtj.ibree  feet,  and  in  breadth  thirty  feet,  and  extending  itself  bj  the 

•pace  aforesaid  from  the  north  part  of  the  said  borough  towards  tlie 

aonth  thereof,  to  the  intent  nevertheless  and  always  so  as  the  said 

Nicholas  upon  the  sud  parcel  of  land  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid 

sliall   to  our  perpetual  remembrance  and  for  the  special  honour^ 

pnuse,  and  favour  of  the  burgesses  and  the  whole  people  of  the 

boroogb  aforesaid,  make,  erect,  and  new  build,   or  cause  to  be 

made,  erected,  and  new  built,  a  certain  convenient  hall  or  place  of 

judicature,  there,  at  his  own  proper  costs  and  charges  in  the  best 

"Way  and  manner  which  may  be  for  the  honour,  commodity,  and 

profit  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  and  commonalty,  there,  to 

be  applied  or  made  most  convenient  and  profitable,  to  have  and  to 

hold  the  whole  parcel  of  land  aforesaid,  with  all  houses  and  places 

so  thereupon  buil^,  to  the  aforesaid  Nicholas,  his  heirs  and  assigns 

for  ever,  yielding  therefore,  yearly,  unto  us  and  our  successors^  at 

the  exchequer  in  Taunton  aforesaid,  at  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of 

Saint  John  the  Baptist,  one  red  rose'  for  all  services  and  demands, 

reserving  nevertheless  to  us  and  our  successors,  to  all  our  servants 

and  ministers  free  ingress  and  regress  at  all  times  to  our  courts  there 

to  be  held  by  one  key  peaceably  remaining  in  the  hands  of  our  clerk 

and  his  Buccessora  for  the  courts  of  the  borough  aforesaid  there  ap. 

pointed  to  be  held  without  the  contradiction  or  impediment  of  the 

said  Nicholas,  or  of  any  other  whatsoever,  and  the  said  Nicholas 

kis  heirs  and  assigns  the  said  hall  and  judicial  place  when  it  shall  be 

so  built  upon  the  land  aforesaid  in  all  things  shall  sustain  and  main. 

tain  at  his  and  their   own  proper  costs  and  charges — And  we 

the  aforesaid  bishop  and  our  successors,  the  land  aforesaid,  with 

all  houses  and  places  so  thereupon  built,  unto  the  aforesaid  Nicholas, 

his  heirs  and  assigns,  against  all  people  shall  warrant  and  for  ever 

defend  by  these  presents,  in  testimony  whereof  to  one  part  of  these 

iadentnres  wholly  remaining  with  us  the  aforesaid  bishop,  the  said 


'  The  reserved  rent  of  a  red  rose  in  lieu  of  all  services  and  de- 
mands,  refers  to  the  civil  contests  of  those  times,  between  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  and  marked  the  attachment  of 
bishop  Waynflect  to  the  latter.  Tenures  founded  on  such  customs 
are  monaments  of  the  taste  aud  manners,  the  liteiatoie  ajKl  party. 
/eeliogofthe  age» 
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Dr.  Toulmin  then  states  that  **  on  the  death  of 
Elizabeth,  lady  Bonville,  the  manor  of  Taanton  came 
to  her  grand-daughter  and  heiress.  Cicely,  the  dangh* 
ter  of  her  eldest  son,  William,  lord  Harrington,  who 
was  slain  before  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield/  and  that 
she  married  John  Bourchier,  lord  Fitzwartne,  after- 
wards created  earl  of  Bath,  and  carried  this  manor 
into  that  family/' 

'  In  this  short  statement  there  are  two  or  three  errors 
which  it  will  be  necessary  to  set  right. 

*  The  "  Cicely"  here  spoken  of  was  Cecilia,  great- 
grand-daaghter  of  the  William  lord  Bonville,  be- 
headed at  8t.Alban's  as  above-mentioned.  Her  descent 
was  in  this  manner. — William  lord  Bonville  of  Chew- 
ton,  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  sir 
John  Meriet,  knt.  and  had  issue  William  Bonville, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Wil- 
liam lord  Harrington,  and  died  in  his  father's  lifetime, 
leaving  issue  William  de  Bonville,  who  inherited 
from  his  mother  the  title  of  lord  Harrington ;  this 
William  lord  Harrington  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Wakefield,  1469,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  grand-father ; 
he  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Richard  Neville, 
earl  of  Salisbury,  and  by  her  had  the  above-mentioned 
Cecilia^  his  only  daughter,  who  on  the  death  of  her 
father  and  great-grand-father,  became  baroness  Bon- 
ville of  Chewton,  and  baroness  Harrington,  titles  now 
enjoyed  by  the  earl  of  Stamford. — On  the  death  of 
her  great-grand-mother,  lady  Bonville,  she  inherited 
aU  the  lands  of  that  lady's  dowry,  and  carried  them  in 

!  Mag.  Brit,  et  HU>.  Somerset,  p.  808. 
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mztrmge  to  her  husband,  Thomas  Grey,  marquess  of 
Dorset. 

*  This  Cecilia  was  twice  married,'  but  neither  of  her 
husbands  was  John  Botircbier,  lord  Fitzwarine,  as 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Toulmin.  She  was  first  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Grey,  marquess  of  Dorset,  (son  of  Elizabeth 
Grey,  queen  of  Edward  the  fourth,)  by  whom  she  had 
seven  sons  and  eight  daughters, — of  whom,  Thomas 
Bucceeded  his  father  as  second  marquess  of  Dorset ;  he 
married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  sir  Robert  Wotton, 
of  Bocton,  in  Kent,  knt.  and  had  issue,  Henry  and 
John,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  ancestor  of  the  pre- 
sent earl  of  Stamford. 

'  Henry,  the  eldest  sod,  succeeded  his  father  as  third 
marquess  of  Dorset,  and  was  created  duke  of  Suffolk ; 
he  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Charles  Brandon, 
duke  of  Suffolk,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  king  Henry 
the  seventh,  and  widow  of  Lewis  the  twelfth,  king  of 
France,  and  left  issue,  three  daughters,  Jane,  Catha- 
rine, and  Mary,  of  whom  Jane,  the  eldest,  was  the 
unfortunate  lady  Jane  Grey,  to  whom  the  above- 
mentioned  Cecilia,  baroness  Bonville  and  Harrington^ 
was  great-grand-mother. — Catharine,  the  second 
daughter,  was  the  wife  of  Edward  Seymour,  earl  of 
Hertford.     Jane  and  Mary  both  died  without  issue. 

'  We  now  come  to  John,  second  son  of  Henry  Grey, 
duke  of  Suffolk,  who  was  seated  at  Pirgo,  in  Essex. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Browne, 

'  Cecilia  BonTiUe,  relict  of  Thomas  Greyy  marquess  of  Dorset, 
marned  to  her  second  husband,  Henry  Stafford,  carl  of  Wiltshire, 
whom  she  smriTed,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  19th  of  Henry  the 
eighih,  lSi37y  and  vas  buried  at  Astley,  in  theponnty  of  Warwick. 
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and  had  issue,  Henry  Grey,  created  lord  Grey  of 
Grobyi  who  married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  lord 
Winfd^or,  and  had  issue,  sir  John  Grey,  whose  860, 
Henry,  was  created  earl  of  Stamford ;  his  eldest  sod 
Thomas,  lord  Grey,  well  known  for  the  active  part 
he  took  against  king  Charles  the  first,  died  in  lua 
father*s  life*time,  leaving  by  Dorothy,  daughter  and 
co-heiress  of  Edward  Bourchier,  fourth  earl  of  Badi^ 
Thomas,  who  succeeded  his  g^rand-father,  as  aeoond 
earl  of  Stamford,  and  was,  in  his  o#n  right,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  lords  Bonville,  and,  in  right  of  fab 
mother,  the  representative  of  the  Boorchiers,  Hank* 
fords,  Fitzwarines,  and  Cogans. 


*  ft  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  John  Boorcbier, 
lord  Fttzwarine,  who  Was  created  eail  of  Bath,  (and 
who  is  said  by  J)r.  Toulmtn  to  have  been  the  husband 
of  Cecilia  Bonville)  married  Cecily,  only  sister  of 
Henry  Danbeny,  earl  of  Bridgwater.  The  father  of 
this  John,  lord  Fitzwarine,  is  said  by  sir  William 
Dugdale  (Baronage,  vol.  2,  p.  131,)^ to  have  died  kt 
the  10th  of  king  Edward  the  fourth,  seized  of  the 
manors  of  Norton,  Taunton,  (still  meaning  lands  lying 
within  the  manor  of  Taunton)  Nunnington,  Huntspill, 
Palle,  Honiystead,  and  Wigboroogh,  all  in  the  ooimty 
of  Sbmerset. 


<  In  Mr.  Lockers  manuacripta  we  have  the  following 
account  of  the  descent  of  the  lands  in  the  manor  of 
Taunton  held  by  the  Fitzwarines : — **  The  lands  in 
Taunton  held  under  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  by 
Jdm,  tbe  Conqoeror'sfpwtaf ,  pnMed,  With  tbe 
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irf  bis  family,'  to  Thomas  Cpgan,  (caUed  Richard  by 
Locke)  whose  g;raiu}-^Aiiighter  married  sir  Falke  Fitz* 
warine,  who  hm]  a  daughter  married  to  sir  Richard 
Mankford,  apd  j(ie  hftd  two  daughters,  one  married 
to  Thomas  ]Ql^ler,  the  sixth  earl  of  Ormond,  and  the 
other  to  William  JPonrqhier,  aqce^tor  of  the  earls  of 
Bath/' 

*  Edward  Bourchier,  fourth  earl  of  Bath,  who  died  in 
1686,  left  issue  two  daughters,  his  co-heirs,  Dorothy 
and  Anne.  Dorothy,  the  elder,  married  Thomas  lord 
Grey,  who  by  her  had  Thomas  second  earl  of  Stam- 
ford, who  in  his  own  right  was  the  representative  of  the 
£unily  of  Bonville,  to  whom  had  descended  tl^e  lands 
(granted  by  the  Conqueror  to  .Robert  the  constable ; 
and,  in  right  of  his  mother,  the  representative  of  the 
families  of  Bourchier,  Uankford,  Fitzwarine,  and 
Cogan,  through  the  heiresses  of  which  families  had 
descended  the  lands  granted  to  John,  the  Con* 
qoeror*s  porter.  These  two  parcels  of  land  having 
thus  become  united  in  the  person  of  Thpmas,  second 
earl  of  Stamford,  were  purchased  in  1693,  by  James 

*  This  WA8  Marj,  ov\j  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Richard  ds 
Wiggebere,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Wigborough,  in  the  parish  of 
Sonth-Fetherton.  The  manor  of  Wigboroagh  was  held  by  the 
AboTe»mentioned  John,  and  his  descendants,  who  took  the  local 
flame  de  VRggeberej  or  de  Wigborough^  by  the  seijeanty  of  keep. 
iog  the  door  of  the  king's  hall  or  chamber*  This  serjeanty  con* 
tin««d  from  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  23d  of  queen 
Elfaabeth,  for  in  that  year  John  Broome  is  certified  to  hold  the 
jBaaor  of  Wigborough  with  its  appurtenances,  and  lands  in  South* 
Petherton,  of  the  king  in  chief,  by  the  serTice  of  keeping  the  door 
of  th»  king's  chamber«-Co//tn9oit'^Ht>^  ofSomeneifioh  iii.  p.  110* 
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Grovei  esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  serjeant  at  law,  who 
had  married  Anne,  his  lordship's  sister. 

*  Anne,  the  younger  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
Edward  Bourchier,  fourth  earl  of  Bath,  was  married  to 
sir  Chichester  Wrey,  hart,  by  whom  she  had  sir  Bour- 
chier  Wrey,  and  other  children.  By  a  deed  of 
partition  of  the  earl  of  Bath's  estates  between  sir 
Bonrcliier  Wrey,  and  the  earl  of  Stamford,  it  appears 
that  the  latter  obtained  as  his  purparty  the  lands  in  the 
manor  of  Taunton,  the  manor  of  Huntspill,  and 
other  manors. 

'  The  earl  of  Ormond's  share  of  the  Fitzwarine's 
lands  came  by  an  heiress  to  the  family  of  St.  Leger, 
the  last  of  whom  sold  them  to  Henry  Beecher,  of 
whom  they  were  purchased  by  Thomas  Ansell, 
who,  in  1616,  sold  them  to  Robert  Henley,  father 
of  Andrew  Henley,  the  first  mayop  of  Taunton  under 
the  first  charter,  and  sir  Andrew  Henley,  the  fifth  in 
deSicent,  in  1700,  sold  them  to  Charlton  Whitlock, 
who  died  in  1704,  and  his  trustees  sold  them  to  the 
lessees ;  but  a  mortgage  of  four  thousand  pounds  to 
Henry  Partridge  having  lain  dormant,  or  secreted, 
the  purchasers  were  obliged  to  advance  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  four-pence  in  the  pound,  in  addition  to  their 
purchase  money,  as  the  redemption  of  the  mortgage^ 
and  from  this  period,  and  probably  on  this  account, 
the  endowment  of  Henley's  alms-house  hath  been 
with-held,  and  not  since  paid.''  * 

'  Locke's  Manascripts  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Josiah  Easton 
of  Bradford. 


GTENXSALOGICAL  TABLK, 

tttSlHNO  THB  DESCENT  OF  THE  LANDS  OF    ROBERT  THE  CONSTABLE, 
IN   THE  FAMILIES   OF  BONTILLE  AND  GREY* 

Sir  William  de  BouvUle,  knt; 
died  1408,--8th  Henry  IV. 

John  dc  Bonviile, 
died  in  bis  father's  life-time. 

Sir  William  de  Bonvtlle,  knt.   « 
Lord  Bonville,  of  Chewtony     ' 
beheaded  at  St.  Alban's,  39th  Henry  VI. 
married  Margaret,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  John  Merier, 
Lord  of  the  manors  of  Combe-Flory  and  Hestercombe. 

William  de  Bonville, 

married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of 

Williiim  Lord  Harrington,  and 

died  in  his  father's  life-time. 

William  de  Bonville,  Lord  Harrington, 

in  right  of  his  mother, 

married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill,  Ear!  of  Salisbury ,. 

killed  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield,  S9th  Henry  VI. 

in  bis  father's  and  grand-father's  life-time. 

Cecilia  de  Bonville,  daughter  and  heiress, 

succeeded  her  great  grand-father  as 

Baroness  Bonville  and  Harrington. 

She  married  Thomas  Grey,  Marquess  of  Dorset, 

and  died  19th  Henry  VIII. 

Thomas,  Marquess  of  Dorset,  Lord  Bonville  and  HarringtOD', 

married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Wotton, 

and  died  15S0. 

I 

f  '' ""^  ,    , 

1.  Henry  Orcy,  Marquis  of  Dorset,        %  Lord  John  Grey,  of  Pirgo. 

Lord  Bonville  and  Harrington, 

married  Frances, 

eldest  daughter  and  co-belress  of 

Charles  Brandon,  Dake  of  Suffolk. 


1.  Jane,      s.  Catharine,       3.  Mary,  Henry  Lord 

married  married  married 

Lord  G.  Dud-  Ed.  Seymour,  M.  Keys, esq. 

ley,  and  Earl  of  ob.  s.  p» 

beheaded  Feb.  Hertford. 


If,  1555.  0.  p. 


GreyofGroby. 


Sir  John  Grey. 


Henry  Grey,  first  Earl  of  Stamford. 

Thomas  Lord  Grey,  Zl  Dorothy,  daaghter  &co-hr. 


eldest  son, 
died  in  his  father's  life-time. 


of  Edward  Bonrcbier, 
4th£ariofBath. 


Thomas  Grey,  second 
Earl  of  Stamford,  represenutive  of  the  Bonvilles,  and  by  hla 
Botber  of  thcBourchicnyHaakfords^FiUwaruicf,  A  Cogao>» 


QENISALOGICAL  TABUS, 

SmWIMO  TBB  DBSCBHT  OF  THB  I.A1VDI  OF  JOBH  TRB  FOmSy  1*  TBS 
FAMlLin  OF  FITZWARIIIB  AND  BOUBOUBS, 


Folke  FitiwaiiBe»  Baron  Fttswatiae, 
died  I407y— 9tli  Henry  IV. 


^        '  ■      ■  ■  ■  ■^-'i    ■  ^ 

Fnlke,  Lord  Fitiwarine,  EUabetb  Fltgwarine, 

died  a  minor,  8tli  Henry  V.  sbter  and  heiress— 17  years  old^ 

witliont  issne.  etli  Hentr  ▼.—married 

Sir  Richard  Hankfbrd.  luit. 

danghter  and  heiress^ 

Baroness  Fitiwarine  in -right  of  her  motlier. 

Married  Sir  Wiliiam  Bonrchicr,  knU  who  liad  summons  to  pArliamcnt  m 

Lord  Fitawarine,— S7th  Henry  VI. 

and  died  9th  Edward  IV. 

Follce  Bovrchier,  Lord  Fltzwarine, 

Lord  of  the  manors  of  Norton-Fltzwarine,  TmoilMi,  NmmhigtODf 

HnntspiU,  PnUe,  Honystead,  and  Wiglwronghy 

all  in  the  coonty  of  Somerset. 

Married  Eliiabethy  sister  and  co-heiress  of  John,  Lord  Dinhan. 

John  Bonrchier,  Lord  Fitswarine, 

created  Earl  of  Bath, 

onrried  Gecllyi  only  sister  of  Henry  Danbeny,  Earl  of  Bridgwater, 

and  died  Slst  Henry  VIII. 

I 

John  Bonrchier,  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord  Fitswarine, 

BMrried  Eleanor,  danghter  of  Lord  Roos, 

and  died  1500* 

John  Bonrchier, 
married  and  died  in  his  fkther's  lif(^time. 

William  Bonrchier,  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord  Fitiwarine, 

married  Eliiabeth,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford, 

and  died  16i3. 

Edward  Bonrchier,  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord  Fitiwarine, 

married  Dorothy,  sister  of  Oliver  St.  John,  Earl  of  Bolingbroke, 

and  died  1636. 

. 1 , 

1.    Anne,  B.    Dorothy, 

daui^ter  and  co-hefreu,  danghter  and  co-heiraSf 

married  married 

Sir  Chichester  Wrey,  batt«  Thomas,  Lord  Orey, 

eldest  son  of  the 

Earl  of  Stamford, 

who  died  1657. 

Sir  Bonrchier  Wrey,  birt  Thomas  Orey,  second 

Earl  of  Stamford* 
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In  a  review  of  the  ancient  state  of  the  town  of 
Taunton^  we  can  by  no  means  overlook  the  religions 
institutions,  which  owed  their  origin  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  times,  and  to  the  establishment  of  which,  many 
bbhops  of  Winchester,  as  of  other  sees,  consecrated 
their  wealth.  A  monastic  life  is  supposed  indeed  to 
have  particularly  suited  the  serious  and  gloomy  tem- 
per of  the  English  nation,  as  it  made  a  most  rapid 
progress  in  these  kingdoms,  and  retained  its  first 
fervour  here  longer  than  in  any  other  country ;  upon 
this  account  England  is  said  to  have  merited  the 
appellation  of  the  Isle  of  Saints.  The  reign  of  king 
Stephen  was  distinguished  by  the  great  number  of 
monasteries,  both  of  monks  and  nuns,  established  in  it/ 

In  the  year  1127,  a  few  years  before  Stephen 
ascended  the  tbrope,  William  GifTard,  bishop  of 
Wiocbester,  built  and  eqdowed  a  priory^  in  this  town 
for  canons  regular  of  the  order  of  Sajnt  Augustioe/ 

*  Grotle^^s  Obterrations  on  Engrsiidf^  tranrfoted  5j  Nugenfy. 
ToL  L  p.  391,  note,  and  p.  SiS.    T» 

*  Bislwp  Giffitrd  endowed  this  priory  witb  so  mnch  of  St.  James's 
fmst  as  lies  within  tbe  town  of  Taonton,  together  with  all  the 
lands  on  the  north  and  east  o^  it,  quite  to  the  riTer  Tone  and  West. 
Ifpnkton.— Locibe'f  MSS. 

>  The  cnotoB  i^nUur  of  St.  Ai^tfa^  lired  together  in  common 
wder  one  roof,  and  ^ere  bound  by  rules,  though  much  less  severe 
than  those  by  which  the  monks  were  gorerned. 

It  is  said  that  canons  were  brought  into  England  ^  early  as  the 
i  Asatipry  ;  if  S9)  thep  secular  canons  only  can  be  meant ;  no 
'  OMVNis  we^herejtiU  Ao»t  the  r/eign  of  king  Henry  I.  when 
Byaer  ssyf,  they  M  s  ho9«e  at  No«MI  in  Yorkshire,  and  were 
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It  was  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  town»  without 
the  east-gate ;  and  seems  to  have  stood  in  a  direct  line 
with  St.  James's-streety  about  sixt)'  ^ards  from  the 
spot,  on  which  the  new  farm-house  called  \\w  Priory 
stands.  Near  to  this  site  is  a  street  called  Cauon- 
street,  and  there  have  lately  been  discovered  in  it  the 
ruins  of  large  gothic  arches  and  hewn  stones.'  This 
monastery  was  dedicated  to  8t.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
It  was  so  much  improved  and  increased  by  the  suc- 
cessor of  William  Giffard,  Henry  de  Blois,  brother 
of  king  Stephen,  that  he  came  in  for  an  equal  share 
of  honour  as  the  founder  of  it.^ 

But  the  exclusive  claim  of  William  GifFard  to  be 
considered    in   this   light,    was    ascertained   bj   an 

brought  thither  by  Adulphus,  that  monarch's  confessor,  that  is,  not 
till  1114. 

On  comparing  the  accounts  of  various  writers,  as  Somner,  Stevens, 
Stowe,  and  others,  it  would  appear  that  Rjmer's  is  the  most  cor- 
rect, though  Grose  is  inclined  to  place  the  introduction  of  regular 
canons  about  the  year  1105,  Stevens  says  that,  "  though  there  were 
regular  canons  who  embraced  the  rules  prescribed,  (as  particularlj 
at  Rheiros  in  1067,)  yet  the  canons  did  not  make  regular  vows  till 
the  twelfth  century.*'  It  is  added  that  they  took  not  on  them  the 
name  of  regular  canons  of  St.  Austin,  till  Innocent  II.  so  ordained 
it  at  the  Lateran  council  in  1139.  But  after  all,  as  Tanner  has 
obserTed,  it  was  so  common  to  call  collegiate  canons  CanorUd 
Regularesy  to  distinguish  them  from  the  parochial  clergy,  that 
here,  as  in  most  disputed  points,  the  contest  might  arise  from  mere 
misunderstanding.  There  were  one  hundred  and  scTenty-five  houses 
of  this  order,  including  canonesses. 

■  Locke's  MSS. . 

•  Taunton.  Prior.  Canon.  Reg.  S.  Aug.  Bathon.  Diocesis.  GuI. 
Giffarde  et  Henry  Blezance  (Blcsensis),  Episcopi  Wintonieiisoa, 
fundatores,— Leland'8  Collectanea,  vol.  i.  p.  81.    T. 
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inqoisition*  taken  on  oath  before  the  king's  escheators, 
at  Taunton^  in  the  lOtb  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  11.  1316.  And  by  a  charter  of  confirmation/ 

'  lEsc.  10  Ed.  2.  II.  172.] 

De  prima  fundatione  ejusdein. 

Inqaisicto  capta  coram  Escaetoribus  domini  Regis  apud 
TauDton  sexto  die  Jaimarii,  anno  regni  Regis  Ed  ward!  decimo, 
utrom,  Tiz.  Prioratus  de  Taunton  sit  de  fundatione  progenitorum 
domioi  Regis  quondam  Regum  Angliae,  sou  progenitoris  ipsius 
Regis  an  aliorum,  seu  alterius  ;  et  quorum,  et  cujus,  et  de  quibus 
terris  et  tenementis,  et  k  quo  tempore ;  p>er  sacramentum  Johan* 
nis  HorCherd,  &c.  Qui  dicunt  per  sacramentum  suum,  quod 
Prioratus  de  Taunton  non  est  de  fundatione  progenitorum  domini 
R^s  Regum  Angliae,  seu  progenitoris  alicujus  Regis,  sed  dicunt 
quod  pnedictiis  prioratus  est  de  fundatione  cujusdam  Willielmi 
Giffard  quondam  episcopi  Wynton,  ante  tempus*  Regis  Edmundi 
Iryneside^  k  tempore  de  quo,  non  eztat  memoria,  de  totd  tertk 
sud.  in  parte  aquilonari  extra  portam  orientalem  yillae  suae  do 
Tanotone,ad  constniendum  ibidem  monasterium  etsitum  suum^  per 
bondas  et  difissis  in  cart4  ejosdem  episcopi  contentas  et  nomlna* 
tas,  in  pnram  et  perpetnam  eleemosinam  :  Quas  quidem  fundatio. 
oem  et  donationem  Henr.  Rex  Angliae  et  Dux  Norm,  et  Aquit  et 
Comes  Andeg.  per  cartam  suam  confirmavit  in  puram  et  perpetuam 
eleemosinam,  sicnt  in  cartd  praedicti  episcopi  de  fundatione  et 
donatione  prsedictis  plenius  continetur.  Et  dicunt,  quod  dictof 
prioratus  oullas  terras  sou  tenementa  habet  de  fundatione  sea 
donatione  cnjascumq;  progenitoris  Regis  Angliae,  seu  progenito. 
ram  quorumcanq;  Regum  Angliae.  In  ciijus  rei  testimonium 
praedicti  jurati  huic  inquisitioni  sigilla  sua  apposuerunt. — Dugd. 
Monast.  torn.  ii.  j>.^83. 

*  [Cart,  8  Ed.  3.  «.  12.  per  Inspex."] 

Carta  regis  Edwardi  tertii  donatorum  concessiones  recitans 
et  coDfinnans. 

Henriciis  rex  Angliae,  et  dux  Norm,  et  Aquit.  et  comes  Andeg. 


*  Error  hie  est  maximus ;  nam  iste  Will.  Gyffard  consecritot 
fait  in  Episc.  Wint.  a.  1107.  8  H.  1. 
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which  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fleoond,  recit- 
ing  the  foundation  of  the  priory  and  the  Aubsequent 

Archiepiscopis,  &c.  saltttem.  Sciatu  me  concessisse,  et  imperpetvan 
eleemosinam  confirmAtse  Deo  et  ecclesic  TaQtooue,  eC  caoonicifl 
ibidem  Deo  serrientibns,  omnes  donationes  que  eit  ratiooabiliter 
facte  BUDt. 

Ex  dono  Willlelmi  epbcopi,  foodatoris  ejusdem  ecclesie,  omnee 
ecclcBiaa  TantoDls  cum  capellis,  et  omoibus  pertinentiis  suisi  et 
lenFam  de  Biakedona^  et  ecdesiam  de  Kingestona  cum  capeliis  et 
perttoentitB  snis;  ecdesiam  de  l^dyardj  cum  pertioeotiis  t«a  ; 
ecclesiam  de  LeghOf  cam  pertinentiis  suis ;  ecdesiam  de  HiUa^  cos 
pertinentiis  suis. 

Ex  dooo  Henrid  Episcopi,  ecdesiam  de  P^fpem^nsira^  cum 
pertioentiis  snis,  et  cum  capeliis. 

Ex  dono  Robert!  Arundelli,  dnas  hidas  terrs  apud  Aissam,  et 
ecdesiam  ejusdem  Tillae,  cam  pertinentiis  sals. 

Ex  dono  Willielmi  filii  Odonis,  terram  de  Wildelaoda,  et  eccle. 
liam  ejasdem  Tillss,  cam  pertinentiis  sais,  consensu  Willielmi 
nepotis  et  hercdis  ipsias,  sicut  carta  sua  testator. 

Ex  dono  Willielmi  de  Moioan,  terram  de  Lydiard. 

Ex  dono  Ricardi  de  TurberTilla,  concessu  Hugonis  fratris  sui, 
ecdesiam  de  Dubertono,  et  terram  de  Golialanda. 

Ex  dono  Rogeri  Britonis,  terram  de  Uppecota. 

Ex  dono  Baldwini  de  Cumba,  terrijn  de  Mora. 

Ex  dono  Galfredi  Foliot,  anam  virgatam  terras  et  dimidiam  id 
terra  de  Stantona. 

Ex  dono  Osberti  et  Gaufridi  de  Hidona,  terram  de  Middledona. 

Ex  dono  Baldwini  deCamba,  xyi  acras. 

Ex  dono  Hugonis  de  Flary,  Tigtnti  acras  terrae  in  Hestercamba* 

Qnare  toIo,  &c.  Testibus  Ricardo  London,  et  Nigellp  Eliensi,  et 
Rol)erto  Lincolniensi,  episcopis ;  Thooia  cancelljurio ;  Roberto 
oomiteLegecestrie;  Will.  comiteGlonc.  &c.  Dugd.  Hon.  torn.  ii. 
jp.  8S. 

The  year  in  wluch  tbis  charter  was  granted  to  the  canons  of 
Taunton,  by  which  thdr  possessions  were  confirmed  to  them  b^ 
Id^g  Heaiy  II.  may  be  nearly  ascertained  from  the  names  ^f  the 
witnesses.-*Itcoaldnotbelaterthaa  U0l^fbr  iathatye»r  RiobMd 


Iprants  made  to  it,  it  appearsi  tbat  the  endowment  of 
it,  when  first  established  by  the  founder,  consisted  of 
all  the  churches  of  Taunton,  with  their  chapels  and 
all  their  appurtenances,  the  manor  of  Blagdon,  the 
drarch  of  Kingston  with  its  chapels  and  appurtenances, 
the  cbnrch  of  Bishop  VLydeard,  the  church  of  AngerV 
Leigh,  and  the  church  of  Bishop*s-Hall,  with  their 
respective  appurtenances;  and  that  Henry  de  Blots^ 
the  successor  of  William  6i£hrd,  augmented  this 
endowment  by  a  grant  of  the  church  of  Pitminster 
with  its  chapels  and  appurtenances. 

This  priory  had  also  many  considerable  benefactors. 

William  lord  Mohun,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  soon 
after  the  foundation,  gave  to  the  canons  of  this  house 
the  manor  of  Lydeard  in  Wiltshire. 

William  Montacute,  earl  of  Salisbury,  granted  to 
it  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Dulverton,  with  all  the 
appurtenances  belonging  to  it,  to  hold  in  fee-farm  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  ten  pounds,  which  demise  is  dated 
in  the  chapter-house  of  the  priory  of  Taunton,  March 
18th,  11  Edward  HI.' 

de  Beavmis,  bishop  of  London,  one  of  the  witnesses,  died ;  nor 

earlier  than  1157,  for  in  that  year  Thomas  Becket,  archbishop 

of  Canterbniy,  another  of  the  witnesses,  was  appointed  chancellor. 

'  [Fof.  11.  Ed.  3.  jp*  1.  m.  12.  per  Inspex.^ 

Dimissio  Manerii  de  DnWerton  canonicis  de  Tannton  ad  foodi 
flrmam  per  Will,  de  Monteacato  comitem  Sarnm. 

Per  hoc  scriptnm  indentatnm  cnnctis  appareat  eridenter,  quod 
Bobilis  Tir  Willlelmns  de  Monteacato  comes  Sarnm  concessit,  et 
ad  feodi  firmam  dimisit,  et  hoc  scripto  sno  indentato  confirma?!^ 
ReBgiosb  Tins  priori  et  conventni  de  Taunton,  maneriam  et  hna- 
dredam  de  Dnlrerton  cum  pertinentiis ;  habendum  et  tenendum 
ebdem  priori  et  couTentui  et  eorum  successoribus,  uxA  cum  liber* 
titibuf  rqialibns  ac  allis  liberis  consuetudinibus,  et  aliis  quibus» 


i 
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Robert  Arundel'  added  the  church  of  Ash,  with  tw<i 
hides  of  land. 

cunq;  ad  praodicta  manerium  et  handredam  cam  pertinentiis 
Bpectantibus  sea  peitinentibus,  imperpetaum ;  Reddendo  inde  ddem 
comiti,  haeredibus  et  sais  assigoads,  decern  libras  sterlingoram  per 
anaum  ad  duos  anni  terminos ;  vii.  ad  FestaPasche  et  S*  Michaelis, 
equalibas  porcionibus,  Sfc, 

Dat.  in  capitulo  diet!  prioratas  de  Tanton,  xtui.  die  Marcii, 
anno  regni  domini  regis  Edwardi  tertti,  a  conquesta  xi.-Dzigcf.  Mon, 
torn,  ii.  p,  83. 

'  In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  Ash  was  a  part  of  the 
manor  of  Bishops.Lydeard,  and  belonged  to  the  church  of  Wells. 
It  was  afterwards  taken  from  Giso,  bishop  of  Wells,  by  Harold, 
earl  of  Kent  and  Wessez,  afterwards  king,  and  at  his  death, 
became  vested  in  William  the  Conqueror,  in  whom  it  remained  till 
he  gave  it  to  Roger  Arundel,  one  of  bis  attendants  into  England. 
In  Domesday.  Book,  at  the  end  of  the  account  of  the  possessions  of 
the  church  of  Wells,  it  is  said  that  Roger  Arundel  holds  Ash  of  the 
king  unjustly. 

This  Roger  de  Arundel  was  the  third  son  of  Roger  de  Montgo- 
mery, upon  whom  the  Conqueror  bestowed  the  earldoms  of  Arundel 
and  Shrewsbury,  and  took  his  name  from  the  castle  of  Arundel, 
his  father's  residence.  He  was  afterwards  better  known  by  the 
name  of  Roger  de  Poictou,  or  Roger  Pictaviensis.  He  was  a 
great  benefactor  to  the  clergy.  He  took  part  with  his  brother 
Robert  de  Belesme,  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the  great  rebellion 
against  king  Henry  the  first,  on  behalf  of  Robert  Curthose,  duke  of 
Normandy,  and  was  on  that  account  banished  England. 

In  Domcsday.Book  he  is  put  down  as  possessing  one  hundred  and 
eighty. eight  manors  in  Lancashire;  serenty.six  in  Yorkshire; 
three  in  Essex ;  fifty.nine  in  Suffolk ;  eleven  in  Nottinghamshire ; 
seyen  in  Derbyshire ;  ten  in  Norfolk ;  forty  .four  in  Lincolnshire ; 
and  twenty  .eight  in  Somersetshire. 

By  his  wife,  who  was  a  lady  of  Poictou,  he  had  issue  two  sons, 
'  Gilbert,  the  elder,  from  whom  descended  in  a  direct  line  the  present 
lord  Arundel  of  Wardour ;  and  Robert  his  second  son,  who  in  the 
time  of  king  Stephen,  on  the  collection  of  Dancgeld,  paid  fif^* 
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William  Fitz-Odo,  with  the  consent  of  William 
his  grandson  and  heir,  gave  the  manor  of  Wildeland, 
with  the  charch  and  its  appurtenances. 

Richard  de  Turberville,  with  the  consent  of  his 
brother  Hugh,  gave  the  church  of  Dolverton,  and  the 
manor  of  Tolland. 

Koger  Brito*  the  manor  of  Upcot. 

eight  shillings  for  the  lands  he  held  in  the  connties  of  Dorset  and 
Wilts.  He  had,  bj  the  gift  of  his  father,  the  manor  of  Ash,  ^hich 
he  conferred  upon  the  canons  of  Taunton, 

In  the  13th  of  king  John,  npon  collecting  the  scntage  of  Wales^ 
Robert  Fitzpaine  paid  thirty  marks  for  fifteen  knight's  fees  of  the 
old  fees  of  Roger  Arundel.  (Dugd.  Bau  toI.  i.  p.  372.)  This 
will  in  some  measure  account  for  the  statement  in  the  Wells  roister, 
that  the  famtlj  of  Fitzpaine  were  patrons  of  the  priory  of  Taunton 
in  1317. 

The  canons  had  a  houso  in  the  Tillage  of  Ash^  the  ruins  of  which 
were  taken  down  within  the  last  forty  years.  Ash  had  the  addi. 
tional  name  of  Prior'Sy  from  the  manor  belonging  to  the  prior  of 
Taunton,  and  to  distinguish  it  from  another  manor  in  the  same 
parish  called  Ash.Herbert's. — Dugdale*»  Baronage^  toU  i.  p.  32. 
— Collini's  Peerage^  fty  Brydgesj  toI.  vii.  p.  40. — Coliinson's 
Hist*  of  Somergctj  vol.  ii«  p.  407. 

'  The  family  of  Brilo  (sometimes  called  BretJ  had  their  rest. 
dence  at  Sandford,  a  Tillage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Watchet, 
since  called  from  them  Sandford-Bret.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
L  the  manor  of  Sandford  was  held  by  Simon  Bret,  of  the  honour 
of  Dttoster,  by  the  service  of  half  a  knight's  fee.  This  Simon  had 
two  sons,  Richard,  who  was  called  BriiOj  and  Edmund,  who, 
from  this  Tillage,  took  the  local  name  de  Sandford* 

Richard,  the  elder  son,  being  one  of  the  principals  concerned 
in  the  murder  of  archbishop  Bccket,  Maud  his  daughter,  formerly 
the  wife  of  one  Gerard,  but  then  married  to  Robert  dc  Oufre, 
became  in  consequence  a  great  benefactress  to  the  priory  of  Wood. 
V^'MT^  At  that  time  founded  by  Robert  de  Courtenay  tp  the  bonoar 
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Bildwui  de  CJombe*  the  maDor  of  More,  and  six* 
tesD  Acres  of  land. 

Geoflrey  FoUot.a  virgate  and  a  half  of  land  in  the 
manor  of  fitankoo. 

Osbert  :aod  Okofiray  de  Hidon  the  manor  of  Mid- 
dleton }  and 

Hugh  de  Flory  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Hester- 
combe. 

Besides  these  dpnutiops,  William  of  Wykeham 
bequeathed  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Taoaton  one 
hundred  marks  to  pray  for  his  soul.'  And  Jasper 
Tudor,  earl  of  Bedford  and  Pembroke,  half-brother 
of  kiqg  Henry  the  sixth,  gave  orders  by  his  will  that 
his  body  should  be  buried  in  this  monastery,  and  that 
a  monument,  suitable  to  his  rank,  should  be  erected 
over  it ;  bequeathing  forty  pounds  per  annum,  out  of 
his  lands,  for  four  priests  to  sing  perpetually  for  the 
weal  of  his  soul.     He  died  in  1497.' 

•f  the  nid  St.  Thomu  of  Canterbury,  giTing  thereto  sevenl  parodi 
•t  land  in  Sandford,  Bicknoller,  and  other  places. 

The  sarname  of  Briio  was  assumed  hy  several  of  the  leaden  in 
the  Conqueror's  army,  who  came  oTer  in  the  retinue  of  the  earl  of 
Britany,  to  denote  the  country  of  which  they  were  natires.  In 
Domesday.Book  many  persons  of  this  name  are  mentioned,  as 
Alured  Brito,  Joscelin  Brito,  Magnus  Brito,  Ogerins  Brito,  RaL 
aald  Brito,  Tihel  Brito,  and  Waldin  Brito. 

*  This  Baldwin  de  Combe  was  the  owner  of,  and  resided  at 
Combe,  now  Combe-Flory,  He  was  succeeded  by  Hugh  de  Flory, 
and  he  by  Ranulph  de  Flory,  from  whom  the  ffllage  of  Combe 
leceiTed  its  additional  denomination. 

«  Lowth's  Life  of  William  of  Wykeham,  p.  M4.    T. 

*  Locke's  M8S.— CoiUnson  (Hist  of  Somerset,  toI.  iii.  p.  9S5.) 
.M7i|  <<  It  hM  been  wierted  that  the  esrl  of  Pembroke  aideiid  Itts 
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Tlie  priory  of  Taunton  had,  in  1293,  lands  inThorae 
(now  Thome-Falcon,)  valoed,  in  pope  NichoWa 
taxation,  at  fifteen  shillings  per  annom  ;  in  Preston^ 
near  Milverton,  ten  shillings ;  Ash-Priors,  one  bixidred 
shillings;  Ninehead,  twenty-five  shillings;  West- 
Monkton,  ten  sdiillings;  Lydeard-Saint-Lawreooe^ 
twenty  sdiillings ;  North- Petherton,  twenty  shillings  j 
Bridgwater,  ten  shillings ;  Spaxton,  thirteen  shillings 
and  four-pence ;  Stringston,  nine  shillings ;  Halsewell, 
ten  abittings ;  Dulverton,  twenty-«ix  shillings ;  Stoke, 
Airty  shfittfDgs.  Lands  in  Thurloxton  were  appro- 
priated to  the  pitancier  of  the  priory.' 

*  The  canons  of  this  order  wore  their  beards;  their 
habit  was  a  black  cassock,  over  which  was  a  white 
rochet,  with  a  black  cloak  and  hood,  and  a  cap  on 
the  head. 

In  ld99  there  were  twenty-five  canons  belonging 
to  this  foandatiOD.^ 

*  In  1397,  the  prior  of  Taunton  lent  fifty  marks  to 
king  Richard  the  second.' 

body  to  be  buried  ia  this  priory  ;  bat  Keynsbam  was  in  reality  tbe 
motiftfltery  wherein  be  appointed  bis  interment,  and  wbere  bit 
remaioB  were  accordingly  deposited." 

'  From  tbe  archives  of  tbe  cathedral  church  of  WeUs,  commiu 
Hicated  by  the  Rot.  J.  Collinson.    T. 

In  the  4th  of  Edward  III.  the  prior  of  Tannton  held  tbe  manor 
•f  Thorloxton  of  John  de  Mohan,  of  Danster,  by  the  seryice  of 
aoe  kaight's  fee. — Inq.  post  mart.  J  oh.  de  Mohun^  4  Edm.  III. 
-^oUhuo^s  HM.  of  Somerset  J  toI.  ii.  p.  14. 

*  From  the  archives  of  the  cathedral  of  Wells,  communicated  by 
the  Rot.  J.  Collinson.    T. 

'  De  obligationibus,  super  mutuo  regi  facto,  21  Ric«  II.    Prior 
ie  TaimtoD^  de  quinquagtnta  marcis.^-llym^r,  Wmdera^  tm*  tiii. 
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'  In  1444,  the  revenues  of  this  priory  were  valued 
at  one  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
and  four-pence. 

'  The  successive  bishops  of  Winchester  were  patrons 
of  this  priory,  and  the  priors  were  summoned  to  the 
convocation.  Dr.  Hutton,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Wells  registers,  states  that  in  the  year  1317,  Sir 
Robert  Fitzpaine,  knight,  was  the  patron  of  this 
monastery. 

In  the  24th  year  of  Henry  YIII.  a  small  monastery 
or  priory  of  canons  regular  of  St.  Augustine,  at 
Stavordale,  in  this  county,  was  united  to  the  monastery 
of  Taunton. 

'  The  priory  of  Stavordale  is  situate  about  three  miles  from  Wio. 
canton,  and  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Hcnrj  II L  by  Richard 
LoTel,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Wincanton,  for  canons  of  the  order  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  the  regulation  of  St  Victor.  This  prioiy  was 
dedicated  to  St.  James,  and  endowed  with  lands  in  Wincanton, 
Prestley,  Rackington,  Eastrcpe,  Cuttlesham,  Thorn.Cof&n,  and 
other  places  in  this  county,  and  in  Buckham- Weston,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset, 

<  In  the  24th  of  Edward  III.  1349,  it  was  found  that  it  would 

not  be  to  the  king's  damage  to  grant  licence  to  Sir  Richard  Lovel, 

knt.   to  grant  to  the  prior  and  conyent  of  Stavordale  a  messuage, 

mill,  two  carucates  of  arable  land,  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  tweWe 

acres  of  pasture,  ten  acres  of  wood,  and  the  rent  of  one  pound  of 

pepper,   with  appurtenances  in  Prestley,  to  find  a  chaplain  to  say 

diTine  st^rvice,  every  day,  in  the  priory  church  of  Stavordale,  for 

the  good  estate  of  the  said  Richard  while  lifing,   and  for  his  soul 

after  his  decease  ;  and  for  the  souls  of  his  father  and  mother,  and 

all  his  ancestors,   and  all  the  faithful  deceased. 

The  priors  of  this  house  were, 
Robert,  1263. 

Robert  de  Charleton,  died  in  February,  1309. 

Walter  de  Etonc,  resigned  August  13th,  1322. 
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WnJkin  de  Nimesfeld  was  confirmed  Aagust  29t]i,  1332.  He 
died  in  1333;  and,  after  his  death,  Richard  Loyel,  lord  of  Castle. 
Gary,  and  patron  of  the  priory,  gaye  licence  to  the  canons  to  elect 
a  prior.     They  accordingly  elected 

Henry  de  Nimesfeld,  July  2l8t,  1 333. 

John  Pense,  Oct.  30th,  1418.    He  died  in  October,  1440. 

William  Pointington,  November  5th,  1440. 

Andrew  Grey,  September  33d,  1503. 

J<^  Legge,  Sept.  15th,  1508.     He  resigned  in  1513. 

Richard  Crue,  canon  of  Brewton,  August  11th,  1513.  He 
was  prior  in  1533,  when  this  convent  was  united  to  the  priory  of 
Taunton. 

'  The  old  church,  which  sometime  served  for  the  conventual  one, 
was  esteemed  to  be  the  mother  church  to  Wincanton.  This  falling 
into  ruins,  a  new  one  was  built  by  Sir  John  Stourton,  knt.  and 
consecrated  June  4th,  1443. 

<  In  the  year  1409,  Ela,  the  widow  of  Sir  Richard  de  St.  Maur, 
the  dder,  by  her  will,  directed  that  her  body  should  be  buried  in 
the  new  chapel  of  this  priory,  next  to  the  grave  of  the  said  Sir 
Richard  de  St.  Manr,  her  husband.  There  were  also  buried  In 
this  church,  Nicholas  and  John  de  St.  Maur,  and  many  of  the 
family  of  the  Zonches,  one  of  whom  founded  a  chantry  here,  the 
last  incumbent  of  which,  Robert  Gulne,  received  in  1553  a  pension 
of  five  pounds* 

*  This  priory  is  now  converted  into  a  farm-house  and  barn.  Near 
the  east  end,  at  the  springing  of  some  arches,  are  armorial  shields, 
bearing  as  follows;  1st,  ten  bezants,  a  canton  ermine,  Zouch, 
impaling  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  two  chevrons,  gules^St,  Maur ; 
second  and  third,  a  lion  rampant.  Level ;  3d,  Zouch,  singly  ;  3d, 
Zonchy  impaling  a  cross  molinc. 

<  The  cross  beams  of  the  ceilings  of  the  chambers  are  roughly 
carved  at  the  intersections  with  foliage  and  other  ornaments.  In 
^e  bam,  which  was  the  chapel  of  the  priory,  are  two  good  gothic 
arches,  one  twenty,  the  other  thirty.five  feet  high ;  the  timber  work 
of  €ho  root  and  cross  beams  carved.  In  the  wall  of  the  portal  is  a 
twsoD  for  holy  irater;  and  on  the  top  a  small  turret  with 
om  beU. 
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Soon  after  the  union  of  this  religious  house  with 
the  priory  of  Taunton,  the  storm  broke  out  which 
involved  all  the  religious  houses  in  one  ruin.'  That 
in  this  town  shared  the  common  fate.  In  the  26th  of 
Henry  VIII.  a  commission  was  granted  to  John  Clerk, 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  sir  William  Stourton, 
knight,  Hugh  Powlet,  William  Fortman,  and  Roger 
Kynsey,  to  take  the  value  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
this  monastei*y.  They  reported  the  clear  annual  value 
to  be,  according  to  Dugdale,  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  pounds,  eight  shillings  and  ten-pence ;  but  accord- 
ing to  Speed,  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds, 
nine  shillings  and  ten-pence,  including  the  prioiy  of 
Stavordale,  recently  annexed  to  it.* 

^  Lelaad,  who  saw  this  priory  just  before  its  dissolu- 
tion, takes  notice  of  the  following  books  in  the  library 
of  the  canons,  namely  Chronicon  Tvonis,  Philaretns  de 
Fulsibus,  and  Theophilus  de  Urinis. 

'  The  destrnction  of  these  religious  institutioDS,  it  may  be  easily 
Gonceiyed,  brought  an  ifflmensc  sum  into  the  coffers  of  the  king. 
The  net  annual  income  of  the  religious  houses  in  the  county  of 
Somerset  only,  was  seren  thousand  four  hundred  eighty-seTen 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  seven-pence  half-penny.  This  esti- 
mate  may  be  supposed  to  be  much  beneath  the  fuU  ralne,  for  the 
estates^  were  let  on  low  terms,  the  clergy  taking  five  pounds  rent 
for  a  farm  worth  fifty  pounds  yearly.  A  Tast  treasure  also  arose 
from  the  gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  and  furniture^  found  ia 
these  repositories  of  pious  munificence.  The  bullion,  in  gold  an^ 
ailrer,  discorered  in  the  single  abbey  of  St.  Edinundsbury,  amount- 
ed to  fi?e  thousand  m9,rkB.^Stevens^s  Historical  Jccouni  qf  Tamts^ 
p.  203,  214. — JctaRegiay  voi.  ill.  p.  388. 

*  Bacon's  Liber  Regis. 
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<  As  Ae  canons  bad  a  library,  it  may  be  presumed  tbat  ihey  bad 
hho  a.  scripiorium  or  writing.room,  attacbed  to  it,  wbere  tbeir 
mnsic  and  missals,  the  works  of  tbe  fatbers,  and  other  religious 
books,  tbe  latin  classics,  and  such  literary  works  as  they  could 
obtain  were  copied.  By  means  of  these  scripioriaj  the  monks,  par. 
ticolarly  the  benedictines,  compiled  and  preser?ed  the  first  annals 
of  Saxon  history,  without  which,  bowerer  strange  and  rude  the 
composition  of  some  of  them  may  appear  to  modern  readers,  this 
would  bare  now  been  a  land  of  darkness,  as  to  any  account  of 
what  bad  passed  therein  during  former  ages. 

^  In  foreign  monasteries,  tbe  boys  and  norices  were  chiefly 
occupied  in  copying  music ;  but  the  missals  and  bibles  were  ordered 
to  be  written  by  monks  of  mature  age  and  discretion.  Tbe  #crip- 
tormtm  of  SL  Alban's  abbey  was  built  by  abbot  Paulin,  a  Norman^ 
wbo  o.rdeied  many  Tolomes  to  be  written  there,  about  tbe  year 
1080.  Ardibishop  Lanfranc  furnished  the  copies  to  be  transcribed. 
Estates  were  often  granted  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  scriptorium  ;  that 
at  St.  Edmundsbnry  was  endowed  with  two  mills,  and  in  the  year 
1 171,  i^<^  tithes  of  a  rectory  were  appropriated  io  ih^  cathedral 
ooofeet  of  St  Switbin  of  Winchester,  ad  Ubros  iramcribendos. 
Many  instances  of  ibj3  species  of  benefaction  occur  from  the  tentb 
ceotary.  Nigel  in  the  year  1160,  gave  tbe  monks  of  Ely,  two 
cbniehes,  ad  libro$  foiiendos* 

*  This  employment  of  copying  manuscripts  appears  to  bare  been 
diligently  practised  at  Croyland ;  for  Ingulphus  relates,  that  when 
tbe  library  of  that  conyent  was  burned  in  the  year  1091,  serea 
bnodred  Tolvmes  were  omsumed.  Fifty.dght  volumes  were  tran« 
•crilied  at  Glastonbury,  during  tbe  gorernment  of  one  abbot,  about 
tbo  year  1300.  And  in  tbe  library  of  this  monastery,  tbe  richest 
in  England,  there  were  in  tbe  year  1248,  upwards  of  four  hundred 
Tolnmes.  More  than  eighty  books  were  transcribed  for  St.  Alban's 
abbey,  by  Abbot  Whetbamstede,  who  died  about  1400.  At  tbe 
Ibondation  of  Winchester  college,  by  William  of  Wykeham,  about 
1393,  one  or  more  transcribers  were  hired  and  employed  by  tbe 
fbonder  to  wtake  bookt  for  tbe  library.  They  transcribed  and  took 
tbiir  eoouBoos  withm  tbe  college,  as  appears  by  compntations  of 
ezpeofee  on  tbeir  acconnt  yet  remaining. 
^  In  the  iMniAsteiy  of  Ely,  the  pncentor  or  cbaator^  was  tbi 
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ptiDcipal  librarian,  and  had  within  his  office,  the  $criptothim^ 
Where  writers  were  employed  in  transcribing  books  for  the  librarj, 
and  missals  and  other  books  used  in  ditlne  8er?ice.  This  officer 
furnished  the  Tellum,  parchment,  paper,  ink,  colours,  gun,  and 
other  necessaries  for  limners,  used  in  illuminating  their  books  ;  and 
leather,  and  other  implements  for  binding,  and  keeping  tlieiii 
in  repait. 

^  Some  of  the  Romati  classics  were  copied  in  the  English  mou 
filsteries  ftt  a  Tcry  early  period.  Henry,  a  benedictine  monk  of 
Hyde  abbey,  near  Winchester,  transcribed  in  the  year  1178,  Te« 
rente,  Suetonius,  and  Claudian,  and  also  Boethius ;  of  these  he 
formed  one  Tolume,  illuminating  the  initials,  and  forming  the  braien 
bosses  of  the  covers  with  his  own  hands ;  but  this  monk  had  more 
derotion  than  taste,  for  he  exchanged  this  manuscript  a  few  years 
afterwards  for  four  missals,  the  legend  of  St.  Christopher,  md  St. 
Gregory's  ^^  Pastoral  Care,"  with  the  prior  of  the  neighboniing 
Cathedral  conyent.  Benedict,  abbot  of  Peterborough,  author  of  the 
Latin  Chronicle  of  king  Henry  the  second,  amongst  a  great  Tarietj 
of  scholastic  and  theological  treatises,  transcribed  Seneca's  epistles 
and  tragedies,  Terence,  Martial,  and  Claudian,  to  which  may  be 
added  ^'  Gesta  Alezandri,"  about  the  year  1180. 

^  In  a  catalogue  of  the  books  <^  the  library  of  Giastonbmy,  we 
find  Liry,  Sallust,  Seneca,  Tully  <<  de  Senectute"  and  <<  Amidtia," 
Virgil,  Penius,  and  Claudian,  in  the  year  1348.  Among  the 
royal  manuscripts  in  the  British  museum,  is  one  of  the  twelre 
books  of  Statius^s  Thebaid,  supposed  to  have  been  written  in  the 
tenth  century,  which  once  belonged  to  the  cathedral  convent  of 
Rochester.  And  anotiier  of  Virgil's  Eneid,  written  in  the  thir. 
teenth,  which  came  from  the  library  of  St.  Austin's,  Canterbury. 
— Wallingford,  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  gareor  sold  from  the  library 
of  that  monastery  to  Richard  de  Bury,  bishop  of  Durham^  a  great 
collector  of  books,  Terence,  Virgil,  Quintilian,  and  Jerome 
Against  Rufinus,  together  with  thirty.two  other  Tolumes^  Talaed 
at  fifty  pounds  of  silver. 

<  The  scarcity  of  parchment  undoubtedly  prevented  the  tran. 
tcription  of  many  other  books  in  the  writing.rooms  of  the  monas- 
teries.  About  the  year  1120,  one  master  Hugh,  being  appointed 
b/  the  convent  of  Saint  Edmundsbury  ia  Suffolk,  to  writs  and 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON.  85 

nimninafe  a  grand  copj  of  the  bible  for  their  library,  could 

procure  no  parchment  for  this  purpose  io  England*     It  is  to  this 

scarcity  of  parchment  that  we  owe  the  loss  and  destruction  of  many 

talnable  mannscripts  of  the  ancients,  which  otherwise  might  have 

been  preserred.     The  Tcnerable  fathers  who  employed  them8el?ei 

in  erasing  the  writing  of  some  of  the  best  works  of  the  most 

enodncnt  Greek  or  Latin  authors,  for  the  purpose  of  transcribing 

upon  the  obliterated  parchment  or  Tellum,  the  lires  of  saints  or 

legendary  tales,  possibly  mistook  these  lamentable  depredations  for 

'irorks  of  piety.     The  ancient  fragment  of  the  ninety-first  book  of 

Livy,  ditcoTered  by  Mr.  Burns,  in  the  Vatican,  in   1773,  was 

found  to  be  much  defaced  in  this  respect  by  the  pioua  labours  of 

iome  well-intentioned  monk. 

^  We  return  from  this  digression  to  the  thread  of  our  history  : — 

Ecton,  in  his  Thesaarus,  says  that  there  belonged 
to  Taunton  priory  the  gift  of  the  impropriate  tithes  of 
the  following  nineteen  parishes ;  that  is  to  say,  Taunton- 
Saint-Maicy-Magdalen,  to  which  belonged  six  chapels 
oi  ease,  namely,  Taunton-Saint-James,  Ruishton, 
Trail,  Wilton,  Stoke-Saint-Mary,  and  Thurlbeer; 
Kingston,  with  Cotheleston,  a  chapel  of  ease ;  Pitmin- 
ster,  with  Corfe,  a  chapel  of  ease;  Bishop*s-HulI, 
liindiead,  Ash-Priors,  Dulverton,  Withiel,  Otterford, 
Saint-Michaers-Chnrchy  and  Staplegrove,  which  last 
ift  a  rectory,  divided  from  Taunton,  and  made  a 
separate  parish,  by  act  of  parliament,  in  1554.' 

'  The  prior  and  convent  had  the  presentation  to  the 
rectories  of  Combe-Flory,  Lydeard*Saint-Lawrence, 
Rnnnington,  and  Thurloxton.— They  had  also  the 
appropriate  rectories  of  the  foUowiug  vicarages  to 
which  they  presented,  namely,  Kingston,  Cotheleston^ 
Ninehead,  Withiel.Flory,Pitmiuster,  Corfe,  Otterford. 
Ash-Priors,  and  Saint  Mary  Magdalen  in  Taunton^ 

'  Locke's  MSS. 
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with  eight  chapels  belonging  to  it»  namely.  Saint 
James  in  Taunton,  BisbopVHuU,  Raishton,  Stoke- 
Saint-Mary,  Staplegrove,  Thurlbeer,  Trull,  and  Wil- 
ton.— The  rectories  of  the  before-mentioned  parishes 
were  entirely  appropriated  to  them. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  was,  originally, 
only  a  chapel  dependant  on  the  conventual  church. 
There  were  also  three  other  chapels,  namely,  St 
Margaret's,  situate  at  the  bottom  of  Eastreach }  St. 
Paul's,  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  in  the  parish  of 
Bishop*s-Huil,  the  house  now  occupied  by  Edward 
Coles,  esq.  -j^  and  St.  Leonard's,  in  the  north  end  of  the 
town,  in  the  parish  of  St.  James.' 

At  the  reformation  the  priory  was  possessed  of  cer- 
tain lands,  tenements,  gardens,  cottages,  and  burg^ages, 
with  their  appurtenances,  situate  without  the  gate  of 
Canon-street,  in  Middle-street,  and  St  JamesV 
street,  in  the  several  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen 
{as  well  within  as  without  the  borough)  and  St.  James 
in  Taunton,  and  West-Monkton,  to  the  clear  yearly 
▼alueof  six  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  seven^pence 
halfpenny,  and  also  of  lands,  tenements,  gardens, 
curtilages,  cottages,  or  burgages,  situate  as  well  within 
as  without  the  said  gate  of  Canon-street,  Middies- 
street,  and  St.  James's-street,  in  the  said  parishes  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  within  the  borough,  St.  James, 
and  West-Monkton,  to  the  clear  annual  value  of 
twenty-nine  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  four-pence** 

'  Tanner'8  Notitia  Mon.  and  Grant  of  the  Priory. 

*  From  the  deed,  being  the  original  grant  of  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  priory,  in  the  possession  of  William  Kinglake,  esq.  of 
Taunton. 
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« On  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1534,  Williaia 
Willyams,  prior;  William  Gregory*  sub-prior;  An- 
thony Whytt,  and  twelve  other  canons  acknowledged 
king  Henry  VIII.  as  supreme  head  of  the  church/ 
And  on  the  twelfth  of  February,  1589,  William  WiU 
lyams,  prior,  sorrendered  the  house  to  the  king/ 

The  priory  of  Stavordale  and  all  the  lands  belong- 
ing to  it,  were  g^nted  by  Henry  YIIL  in  the  thirty- 
sixth  year  of  his  reign,  to  John,  earl  of  Oxford.  The 
lands  at  Blagdon,  belonging  to  Taunton,  were  given 
to  sir  Thomas  Davey,  knt.  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
privy  chamber  to  Henry  VIII.  and  Taunton  priory, 
under  the  name  of  Taunton  nuper  prioralus,  with  sun- 
dry other  lands,  by  a  grant,  which  passed  the  great 
seal  the  fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of 
Henry  the  eighth,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  four 

■  Rjmer — Fceden,  torn,  xir./o.  504. 

*  Surrender  of  Taunton  priory. 

Oflmiboi  Christ!  fidelibos  ad  quoe  pnesens  scriptmn  perrenertt 
WiUUimut  ¥F&fyamsy  prior  mooasCerii  nWe  prioratus  beatorum 
Petri  et  Paidi  apostolornm  de  Tauotoa  in  com.  Somers.  OrdU 
nis  Sancti  Avgastiiiij  et  ejosdem  loci  convenius  salutem,  &c. 

Noreritis  DOf,  &c. 

In  cBJQs  rd  teatiinoDiani  no9  prefati  prior  et  conrentus  sigillum 
nefhiim  coBiiniiiie  praesentibss  apponi  fecimus. 

Olt  in  domo  nostra  capitidari  de  Taunton  praedicta  daodecima 
dri  meosis  Februarii,  anno  regni  Regis  Henrici  sapradicti 
tricesimo. 

£t  memorandnm  qaod  die  et  anno  praedictis  venerunt  prsdicti 
ptior  et  oonventna  in  domo  sua  capitular!  apud  Taunton,  coram 
Johamme  Tregotmell  Tirtnte  commfssionis  diet!  domin!  Regit 
ci  iade  directs^  et  recognoirerant  scriptum  prsdictum  ac  omnia  et 
iiagiihin  eodem  conteiteln  forma  pnsdicta.^jR^fr— JFar<fertf> 
Urn.  m.  fo.  M*« 
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hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds,  fifteen  shillings^  and 
ten  pence,  paid  ta  the  treasurer  of  the  chamber  of 
surveyors-general  of  the  king^s  lands,  and  the  sum  of 
eight  hundred  and  seven  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  and 
eight-pence,  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Court  of  Aug- 
mentations of  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  was  given  to 
William  Chapleyn'  and  John  Selwood,  to  be  holden 
in  free  soccage,  and  not  in  capiiCf  by  fealty  only,  in 
lieu  of  all  services,  like  the  manor  of  Cansford,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset/ 

'  Among  the  records  called  <<  Originalia  et  Memoranda,"  on 
the  lord  treasurer's  remembrancer's  side  of  the  exchequer,  there  Is 
the  following.— "Willielmo  Chaplaine,  and  Jo.  Selwood  maneriam 
de  Py  worthy  et  alia  4  pars  original.  Anno  36  Henrici  octavi,  Rotulo 
05—1545. 

In  this  record,  mention  is  made  of  some  houses  in  Taunton,  lands 
in  Monkton  and  elsewhere,  part  of  the  possessions  of  Taantim 
priory,  granted  to  Chaplaine  and  Selwood. 

*  The  same  conyeyance  indaded  also  the  grant  of  the  manor  of 
Pyeworthy,  in  the  county  of  Deyon,  together  with  the  adrowion 
of  the  rectory  of  Pyeworthy,  late  the  property  of  MargaieC^ 
€ountes8  of  Salisbury,  attainted  of  high  treason ;  of  the  manor  of 
Wrangton  in  the  said  county,  late  the  property  of  the  prioiy  of 
Plympton ;  of  the  manor  and  rectory  of  Buckington,  late  tlie 
property  of  the  abbey  of  Hartland ;  of  the  manor  of  Westcombe. 
land,  In  the  county  of  Somerset,  late  the  property  of  the  hospital 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  in  England ;  and  of  a  messuage  and 
tenement,  called  Guyrt^range,  In  the  parish  of  Kyllynyoek, 
in  the  county  of  Anglesea,  late  the  property  of  the  monastery  of 
Conway.  The  clear  yearly  value  of  these  lands  stood  thus,  namely, 
of  Pyeworthy,  nineteen  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  deren-peace 
halfpenny ;  of  Wrangton,  six  pounds  fifteen  shUiings  and  siz.penoe 
half.penny;  of  Buckington,  seyen  pounds;  of  Westcombeland, 
^ht  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  siz.pence,  and  of  Gnyrt^ranfo, 
fifty  shillings.    The  manor  of  Pyeworthy  was  to  be  hdd  in  capita, 
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'  The  manor  of  Taunton  nuper  prioralus^  now  com* 
monly  called  **  Chap1eyn*s  Holt/*  from  the  name  of 
the  first  grantee  of  the  crown,  comprizes  nearly  all  the 
houses  in  the  town-side  of  St.  James's  parish,  and 
divers  lands  in  the  parishes  of  West-Monkton,  and 
St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  Taunton.  It  passed  from 
Chapleyn  to  the  families  of  Sweeting,  and  Rogers; 
and  the  manor  now  belongs  to  William  Ringlake,  of 
Taunton,  esq. 

'  In  the  thirty-sixth  of  Henry  YIII.  1545,  the  site 
of  this  priory,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  lands  in 
Taunton,  BishopVHull,  Staplegrove,  Ruishton, 
Trull,  Corfe,  Fitminster,  Uill-Farrance,  Norton, 
Kingston,  and  Cheddon,  was  granted  to  sir  Francis 
Brian  and  Matthew  Colthurst,  and  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Matthew,  to  be  held  of  the  king  in  chief,  by  the 
service  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.' 

'  The  site  of  the  priory,  with  the  adjoining  farm 
was  sold  by  Colthurst,  in  1550,  to  Thomas  More,  esq.' 

bj  tlie  serfice  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee ;  and  the 
anniial  sam  of  thirteen  shillings  and  seTen-pence,  was  to  be  paid 
foK  tenths,  to  the  Court  of  AugmentationSy  for  the  manor  of 
Wrangton ;  fourteen  shillings  for  Backington ;  serenteen  shillings 
and  lonr-pence  for  Westcombeland ;  and  fire  shillings  for  GayrU 
grange.— ^Ms  the  deed  before  quoted  in  the  possession  of  William 
JBrnglakty  esq.    T. 

'  Among  the  records  called  <<  Originalia  et  Memoranda,*'  in  the 
Conrt  of  Escbeqner,  there  is — Francesco  Brian,  Militi,  et  Mattheo 
Coithoist,  ntns  prioratns  de  Taunton,  et  alia  concessa  in  eomitata 
Somerset,  G  pars  original.  Anno  36  Henrici,  octaTi,  Rotnlo  36.—- 
1M5. 

*  In  tibe  colls  office  there  is  the  licence  of  alienation,  from  Colt- 
fcvnttoMoio^of  thesiteofTauntonPrior7,ftc.-Pat.  3dEdw.  VI* 
1§M0. 
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and  it  descended  maternally  to  the  family  of  Bickham^ 
of  whom  it  was  purchased  about  17. .  by  Philip  Win- 
ter, esq.  the  uncle  of  the  present  proprietor,  John 
Winter,  esq.  of  Bishop's-Lydeard. 

Justice  and  policy  seemed  to  require  that  sonie 
proportion,  at  least,  of  the  riches,  which  had  been  thns 
wrested  from  the  public  and  religious  uses,  should  be 
applied  again  to  some  purposes  of  general  utility  and 
piety.  Henry  YIII.  accordingly  endowed  some  new 
sees,  and  provided  others  with  sufiragan  bishops.  But 
notwithstanding  these  and  some  other  provisions  made 
for  foundations  consecrated  to  religion,  or  devoted  to 
literature,  the  royal  coffers  were  enriched  by  sales  and 
grants  of  the  estates  belonging  to  monasteries.  These 
alienations  were  made  for  sums  much  below  the  real 
value  of  the  lands ;  and  the  opportunity  of  making 
very  advantageous  purchases  more  easily  reconciled 
the  people  to  the  violation  of  what  had  before  been 
deemed  sacred  property.' 

'  The  alieflatioDS  of  monasteries  do  not  appear  to  hare  been 
made  by  anj  regular  principles ;  bat  to  have  depended  on  the  pre. 
sent  humour  of  a  capricious  king,  who  sometimes  exchanged  the 
abbey  lands  for  other  lands  inferior  in  qoality  and  cultif ation ; 
sometimes  staked  them  at  play ;  and  at  other  times  gave  them  away, 
without  thought,  or  as  a  reward  for  the  most  tririal  seryice.  He 
transferred  a  religious  house  of  some  valae,  to  a  woman,  because 
she  had  presented  him  with  a  dish  of  puddings,  that  pleased  his 
palate ;  one  genUeman  obtained  a  grant  of  a  priory,  without  its 
being  known,  at  the  time,  on  one  side  what  was  solicited,  or  on 
the  other  side  what  was  granted^  He  was  the  son  of  sir  Philip 
Champernon,  of  Modbury,  in  Devon,  and  resided  at  court.  On 
a  day  when  two  or  three  other  gentlemen,  who  had  posts  at  court, 
were  waiting  at  a  door,  through  which  the  king  was  to  pass,  with 
a  petition,  requesting  the  grant  of  certain  abbey  lands,  specified  io 
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<  The  king^  to  indace  the  secular  clergy  to  couor 
tenance  bis  sacrilegious  rapacity,  made  great  pro- 
mises of  the  spoils,  and  especially  that  the  first  fruits 
and  tenths  which  previously  to  the  reformation 
were  paid  to  the  pope,  should  be  wholly  abolished, 
and  they  were  abolished  accordingly,  but  as  soon  as 
he  had  accomplished  his  purpose,  he  revived  the 
first  fruits  and  tenths,  and  appropriated  them  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  royal  revenue.  The  clergy  there* 
fore,  as  a  body,  received  no  advantage  from  the  refor- 
mation, and  their  establishment  was  certainly  at  least 
on  as  firm  a  basis  before,  as  it  has  been  since,  that 
measure.  Indeed  the  clergy  soon  discovered  the 
danger  to  which  the  reformation  had  exposed  them. 
New  sects  sprung  up  controverting  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  reformed  church,  and  assailing  epis- 
copacy itself.  The  clergy  would  have  gladly  returned 
to  the  antboritj,  which  restrained  such  alarming 
innovations,  but  the  possessions  of  the  religious  houses 

it,  Mr.  Cbampernon  met  with  them,  and  was  inqnintiTe  to  know 
thair  snit,  which  they  were  as  carefol  to  preserve  a  secret.  The 
king,  making  \Ab  appearance,  thcj  fell  on  their  knees,  and  pre^ 
sented  their  petition.  Mr.  Champernon,  confident  that  conrtien 
woold  not  beg  any  thing  hurtfnl  to  themselves,  joined  them  in  the 
suit;  which  was  immediately  granted.  They  returned  thanks,  and 
so  did  Mr.  Champernon.  He  afterwards  demanded  his  share  in  the 
grant ;  which  the  others  refused.  On  this  he  made  his  appeal  to 
the  king,  who  established  his  claim  by  avowing  an  eqnal  meaning 
in  his  largesse.  On  this  decision  the  other  gentlemen  granted  him 
the  priory  of  St.  Germain's,  in  Cornwall,  valued  at  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  pounds  eight  shillings,  yearly  rent;  which,  by  him, 
or  Us  hein,  was  afterwards  sold  to  Mr.  EUot— Fuller's  Church 
Ktiarjf  qfBriiain^  book  il  p.  317. 
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then  in  the  hands  of  the  leading  men  of  the  times 
rendered  their  frequent  attempts  ineffectaal. 

*  The  possessions  of  the  dissolved  monasteries  were 
an  incambrance  to  the  crown  for  many  years.  The 
cautious  would  not  purchase  on  any  terms,  from  a 
persuasion  that  they  would  be  soon  restored,  and  the 
moral  and  truly  religious  would  not  accept  a  gratuitous 
grant  of  them.  The  king  therefore  sold  them  for  a 
mere  trifle,  or  lavished  them  on  his  courtiers,  his 
favourites,  'and  even  on  his  menials.  The  founder  of 
the  house  of  Bedford  was  in  obscurity  until  this  period. 
He  obtained  a  grant  of  the  monastery  of  Tavistock, 
with  all  its  possessions,  and  of  Woburn,  and  other 
immense  estates ;  and  many  of  the  gentry  of  England, 
who  pride  themselves  on  their  ancestry,  owe  the  origin 
of  their  great  estates  to  these  sacrilegious  times. 

PRIORS   OF   TAUNTON. 

'  The  names  of  the  priors  of  Taunton  that  have 
occurred  are  as  under : — 

Stephen,  1175,  1189. 

John,  1313. 

Stephen  de  Pycoteston  succeeded  about  1315.  He 
died  in  1325. 

Richard  de  Colmstoke,  elected  1325. 

Ralph  de  Colmstoke,  1331.  He  resigned  March 
22d,  1338. 

Robert  de  Messingham  was  elected  April  10th, 
1339.  There  were  then  twenty*four  canons  present 
in  the  convent. 

Thomas  Gok,  or  le  Cock,  April  8th,  1346. 

Thomas  de  Pederton,  died  1361. 

Walter  de  Gretley,  dected  1361. 
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Walter  Coke,  died  Janaary,  1407. 

Robert  Newton  succeeded  January  18th,  1407* 
fie  died  Aa^st  12th,  1431. 

Thomas  Ufcolm  was  elected  September  14th,  1481 «. 
Fourteen  canons  were  then  in  the  convent. 

Thomas  Bennet,  prior  of  this  house,  was,  in  1438, 
summoned  to  the  council  of  Florence. 

Richard  Glene,  elected  in  1448;  was  summoned  to 
the  convocation,  in  1449.  He  died  January  31st,  1473. 

John  Ayshent,  succeeded  February  28th,  1473. 
Fifteen  canons  were  then  in  the  house. 

John  Prowse,  occurs  1492.    He  resigned  in  1513. 

Nicholas  Peper  was  elected  February  23d,  1513, 
wben  thirteen  canons  were  present,  and  three  absent. 
He  died  September  26th,  1523. 

William  York,  B.  D.  canon  of  Brewton,  was 
nominated  by  Cardinal  Wolsey,  October  27th,  1523. 
Twelve  canons  were  then  present,  and  one  absent. 

William  Williams  was  the  last  prior,   and  with 
twelve  canons  surrendered  the  priory  to  the  king 
February  10th,  1530,  being  allowed  a  pension  of  sixty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  a  gratuity  of  thirty  pounds. 


'  In  1553  there  remained  in  charge  six  pounds,  thir- 
teen shillings,  and  four-pence,  in  fees,  and  thirty-nine 
pounds,  six  shillings,  and  eight-pence,  in  annuities  ; 
and  the  following  pensions,  namely. 

To  William  Baylie,  six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
and  four-pence. 

Nicholas  Besam,  six  pounds. 

John  Warren,  five  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  eight* 
pence. 
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John  Hayward,  five  pounds,  six  shiUings,  and 
eigfat*pence. 

John  Cockerham,  five  pounds,  six  shillingSy  and 
eight*pence«  * 

William  Persons,  five  pounds,  six  shillings,  and 
eight*pence, 

And  to  William  Brynsmede,  five  pounds,  six  shil- 
lings, and  eight-pence. 


<  An  annuity  of  £ is  yet  paid  by  the  crown 

to  the  parish  of  Taunton-Saint-James,  and  was  no 
doubt  intended  as  a  provision  for  the  poor  that  were 
subsisted  at  the  gates  of  the  monastery,  where  real 
distress  was  sure  of  relief,  charity  being  the  main 
principle  of  these  pious  institutions. 
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*  G£N£AI.OGICAI«  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ¥AM1LY   OF 
MORE,  OF  THE  PRIORY  IN  TAUNTON. 

In  the  year  1550,  Matthew  Colthurst,  to  whom 
kiog  Henry  the  eighth  granted  the  Priory  of  Taunton, 
&c.  sold  the  same  to  Thooaas  More,  esq.  descended 
from  the  family  of  More  of  Bagborongh.  Mr.  More 
resided  in  a  house  called  the  Priory,  in  Taunton,  where 
he  died  in  the  year  1576,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  '  Saint  Mary  Magdalen,  on  the  south- 
side  of  the  communion-table,  where  there  is  a  table 
numument  erected  to  his  memory,  with  many  coats 
aX  arms,  and  the  following  inscription : — '<  Thomas 
More,  of  the  Pryory  of  Taunton,  esquyer,  hear  lyings 
departed  this  lyfe  the  28th  day  of  March,  anno 
d'niy  1576,  and  had  two  wyfes,  by  the  first  he  left 
ly ving  Robert,  Gefrey,  Francis,  Johan,  by  the  second 
Jesper  and  Florence,  and  blest  them  all." 

His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Constable,  by  whom  he  had 

1.  Robert  More,  of  Hawkchurch,  in  the  county  of 

Dorset,  esq.  who  married  the  daughter  of Bond,  of 

Pnrbeck,m  the  county  of  Dorset,  and  died  without  issue. 

2.  Geoffrey  More,  died  without  issue. 

3.  Francis  More,  of  the  Priory  in  Taunton,  mar- 
ried Grace,  daughter  of  John  St.  Albyn  of  Alfoxton, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons,  Francis,  who  died  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father, 
and  Thomas,  of  whom  presently. 

Thomas  More,  esq,  first  mentioned^  married  to  his 
second  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Stidceley, 
by  whom  he  had  two  dnldreui 
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1.  Sir  Jasper  More,  of  Heytesbury,  in  the  coantj 
of  Wilts,  knt.  high  sheriff  of  that  county  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  forty-fifth  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  first  of  James. 
He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  sir  Thomas  Pack- 
ington,  of  Aylesbury,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham^ 
and  died  without  issue,  leaving  Thomas,  second  son 
of  his  half-brother  Francis,  his  heir. 

2.  Florence  More,  daughter,  married  first  Edward 
Court enay,  son  and  heir  of  sir  Pierce  Courtenay,  knt. 
and  secondly,  Humphrey  Watson,  of  Bovey,  esq. 

We  now  come  to  Thomas  More,  esq.  second  scm  of 
Francis  More,  of  the  Priory  in  Taunton,  esq.  aod 
Grace  St.  Albyn,  his  wife.  He  was  heir  to  his  father, 
and  his  uncles,  Robert  More,  of  Hawkchurch,  eaq. 
Geoffrey  More,  and  sir  Jasper  More,  knt — and  served 
the  office  of  high  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  in 
the  thirteenth  of  James  the  first.  He  died  in  1623, 
and  was  buried  at  Heytesbury,  under  a  monument  in 
the  church  at  that  place,  with  the  effigies  of  himself 
and  his  wife. — He  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  sir 
John  Wy  ndham,  of  Orchard- Wyndham,  in  the  county 
of  Somerset,  knt.  by  whom  he  left  issue,  one  son, 

Thomas  More,  of  Hawkchurch,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  esq.  afterwards  of  Sparkgrove,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset.  He  married  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of 
,  sir  John  Bampfylde,  of  Poltimore,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  hart,  and  died  in  the  year  1695.  He  had  by 
this  lady,  one  son, 

1.  Thomas  More,  esq.  who  died  in  the  life-time  of 
his  father,  without  issue. 

And  five  daughters, 

2.  Bridge^  who  died  unmarried. 
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3.  Grace,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heiress,  married 
Tlionias  Coward,  esq.  recorder  of  Winchester,  ances- 
tor of  the  Cowards  of  Sparkgrove. 

4.  Kachel,  second  daughter  and  co-heiress,  mar- 
ried Hugh  Bickham,  esq.  in  her  right,  of  the  Priory, 
in  Taunton. 

5.  Gertrude,  third  daughter  and  co-heiress,  married 
Anthony  Methuen,  esq.  of  Bradford,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts,  ancestor  of  the  Methuens  of  Corsham,  in 
the  same  county. 

0.  Margaret,  fourth  daughter  and  co-heiress, 
married  Thomas  Wyndham,  esq.  ancestor  of  the 
Wyndhams  of  Yately,  in  Hampshire. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  More,  in  1695,  his  estates 
were  divided  amongst  his  four  daughters  and  co- 
h^resses  as  under. — 

To  Mrs.  Coward,  the  mansion  house  and  demesnee 
of  Sparkgrove,  and  his  estates  in  Westcombe  and 
Badoombe,  in  the  county  of  Somerset ;  the  manor  of 
Tarrant-Hinton,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  with  the 
perpetual  adrowson  of  the  rectory  of  that  place. 

To  Mrs.  Bickham,  the  Priory  of  Taunton,  with  the 
manors  and  demesnes  thereto  belonging;  also  the 
manor  of  Ash-Priors,  near  Taunton.  This  property 
was  sold  about  fifty  years  ago. 

To  Mrs.  Methuen,  the  manors  of  Cheddon-Fitz- 
paine,  near  Taunton,  and  Withey,  near  Hunti^piU. 

To  Mrs.  Wyndham,  the  manor  of  Hawkchurch  and 
Wild-Court,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  with  the  perpe* 
tual  advowson  of  Hawkchurch. 
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CAILMEUTKSL 

There  ai4)ear8  to  have  been  a  small  house  of  White 
or  Carmelite  Friars  here,  foanded  in  1322,  by  Walter 
de  Meriet,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Combe*Flory.  The 
site  of  this  monastery  is  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of 
Bishop*s-Hull,  which  adjoins  Taunton. 

So  latdy  as  the  last  century  the  old  house  which 
stood  on  this  spot,  which  has  been  rebuilt  and  is  now 
ihe  residence  of  Edward  Coles,  esq.  was  known  l^ 
the  name  of  Paul's  Abbey.  The  field  in  front,  and  the 
bridge  behind,  called  at  this  day,  PaursField  and  Paid*s 
Bridge,  appear  to  have  been  denominated  from  it. 

The  onlV  notices  we  have  of  these  friars  are  in  the 
Patent  Rolls  and  in  Tanner's  Notitia  Monastica.  They 
are  not  mentioned  in  Leland's  Survey ;  therefore  it  is 
probable  the  house  had  been  suppressed,  or  dissolved 
before  the  general  dissolution  of  monasteries.' 

I.EPER-HOUSE. 

Another  religious  foundation  adjoining  to  Taunt<Hi, 
but  in  fact  in  the  parish  of  West-Monkton,  was  a 
Leper-House,  near  Saint^Margaret's  chapel,  at  the 
bottom  of  East-reach.  This  hospital  was  founded 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  before  the  year  1269,* 
for  die  maintenance  and  support  of  poor  lepers,  fry 
Thomas  Lambrizt,  or  Larabright,  a  merchant  of 
Taunton,  whose  successors,  about  1280,  annexed  the 
advowson  thereof  to  the  abbey  of  Glastonbury. 

"  Pat.  15th  Edw.  III.  p.  8.  m.  44  Tel  45.«-TaiMier'8  Nodfn 
Monaat.  preface,  p.  16,  17.— Collinson's  Hist  of  Somerset,  tqI.  Ui. 
p.  ^S6. 

^  Tradition  assigns  the  foundation  of  this  honse  to  the^tlme  when 
St.  Msrjp  Magdalen's  church  was  hmlt  in  Taunton. 
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^  The  only  notice  we  have  of  this  hospital  is  in  Tan* 
ner's  Notitia  Monastica."  It  is  situate  jast  without  the 
turnpike-gate  at  the  bottom  of  East-reach,  and  has 
long  been  converted  into  an  alms-house,  for  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  West-Monkton. 

In  the  front  wall  of  this  alms-house  there  is  a 
stone,  about  two  feet  four  inches,  by  one  foot  seven 
inches,  on  which  is  carved  a  shield^  surrounded  by 
a  mitre,  richly  ornamented  with  jewels,  as  are  also 
the  strings  hanging  from  it.  On  the  shield  are  the 
letters  R.  B.  in  a  cipher,  which  some  have  supposed 
to  be  a  date,  1 133,  but  they  are  the  initials  of  lUchard 
Beere,  abbot  of  Glastonbury,  from  1493  to  1544/ 

SUFFRAGAN    BISHOP    dP   TAUNTON. 

In  the  year  1535,  an  act  of  parliament'  was  passed 
setting  forth  that  certain  dioceses  in  England  required 
the  aid  of  assistant  or  suffragan  bishops,  who  were  to 
be,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  **  honest,  discreet,  spiritual 
persons,  learned  and  of  good  conversation."  The 
bishop  of  the  diocese  was  to  name  a  fit  and  proper 
person  as  his  suffragan,  who  was  to  be  approved  by 
the  king,  and  by  him  recommended  to  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  for  e<msecration.  Taunton  is  among 
the  places^  appointed  for  the  sees  of  suffragan  bishops, 

'  Tamer's  Notitia  Monast  by  Naamith— Cartalariam  Glaston* 
MS.  MaciO|   fo.  119,  b.— Collinson's   Hist,  of  Som,  vol.  iil. 

*  Gent  Mag.  Oct.  1785,  p*  779. 

'  Tbis  act  was  repealed  io  1553,  sooa  after  the  accession  of 
qMea  Mary,  bat  was  rerived  in  1559,  under  Elizabeth,  and  is  still 
in  force. 

*  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  sereral  places  in  England, 
to  which  snfiagaa  bishops  were  appointed,  as  directed  by  the  ac^ 
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and  in  the  year  1538,  William  Finche,  prior  of 
Bcemar,  in  Wiltshire,  was  consecrated  bisbop  of 
Taunton/  to  act  as  suffragan  to  the  bishop  of  Bath 
and  WeUs.' 

namely,  at  Dover ^  for  the  diocese  of  Caoterbarj ;  at  Nottingham 
and  HuUf  for  Chat  of  York ;  at  Coldhesterj  Tor  London ;  at  Ber^ 
wiek»upon^T\te€dj  for  Durham ;  at  Guiffordj  Southamptouj  and 
tiM  Isle  of  VFighij  for  Winchester ;  at  Bedfordy  LeiceUer^  €fremm 
ihamj  and  Huntingdon^  for  Lincoln ;  at  Hietford  and  Ipewieky 
for  Norwich;  at  Shaftesbury^  MUtony  and  Marlborough^  for 
Salisbury;  at  Taunton^  for  Bath  and  Wells;  at  Bridgnorth^  for 
Hereford;  at  Shrewsbury^  for  Lichfield  and  Corentrj;  at 
Cambridge f  for  Elj;  at  St.  Germain^s^  for  Exeter;  and  at 
PenrOhy  for  Carlisle.  These  were  to  be  the  sees  of  sni&agaa 
bishops,  and  no  more  suffragans  were  to  be  allowed  ttan  those 
abore-mentioned. 

'  Barclay,  in  the  edition  of  his  <<  Ship  of  Fools,"  printed  bjr' 
Pynson,  in  1509,  dedicates  that  work  to  Thomas  Cornish,  bishop 
of  Tine,  and  suffragan  bishop  of  Wells. 

*  This  was  John  Clerk,  D.  D.  and  master  of  the  rolls,  who 
succeeded  Cardinal  Wolsey  in  this  see,  in  1533.  In  the  year  iSS7, 
when  king  Henrj  VIIL  wrote  against  Luther,  he  sent  a  copj 
of  his  tract  to  the  pope,  by  the  hands  of  Dr«  Clerk,  who,  on  the 
occasion,  delivered  an  elegant  oration  before  the  consistory  of  the 
cardinals.  Pope  Leo  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  present,  that  he 
rewarded  the  king's  seal  with  the  title  of  <<  Defender  of  the  Faith,** 
which  title  the  kings  of  England  have  used  erer  since.  The  bishop 
was  afterwards  much  employed  in  embassies,  and  in  1540  was  sent 
ambassador  to  the  duke  of  Clares,  to  assign  the  reasons  of  the  king's 
haying  dirorced  fafs-s/ster,  the  lady  Anne  of  Cleres.  This  embassy- 
cost  him  his  life,  for  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  pouoned. 
Having,  with  great  difficulty,  reached  home,  he  died  in  Febmary, 
1541,  and  was  interred  in  the  bnrial  ground  of  the  monastery,  called 
IheMtnories,  in  London. — Godwin's  Catalogue  ofBishopSy  p.  SlOu 
'--Richardson  De  Pressulibus  AngHm  Commentartusy  p.  387,    T. 


ARCHDEACONRY  OF   TAUNTON; 

In  the  ancient  history  of  Taunton  mast  be  included 
hs  establishment  into  an  archdeaconry.  Archdeacons, 
in  their  original  institution,  had  no  relation  to  the 
diocese,  bat  only  to  the  episcopal  see ;  and  no  juris*- 
diction,  either  in  the  cathedral  or  out  of  it,  was  an- 
nexed to  then*  office.  Bat  when  bishops,  as  barons; 
were  obliged  to  give  a  more  frequent  attendance  upon 
the  kings,  in  their  great  councib,  it  became  expedient 
to  invest  delegates  with  authority  for  the  government 
of  their  dioceses ;  and  it  was  natural  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  Uiose,  who  had  been  before  more  immedi- 
ately connected  with  their  sees.  This  happened  soon 
after  the  Norman  conquest,  and  the  first  prelate,  who 
instituted  an  archdeacon  in  his  diocese,  was  Lanfranc, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  about  the  year  1075.' 

The  first  appointment  of  this  kind  in  Taunton^ 
appears  to  have  been  in  1106,  the  seventh  of  Henry  I» 
In  1203  it  was  rated  at  fifty  marks. 

*  The  archdeaconry  of  Taunton  comprizes  four  dean- 
eries, namely,  Bridgwater,  in  which  are  thirty-one 
parishes ;  Crewkerne,  containing  fiftj-five ;  Dunster, 
forty-four;  and  Taunton,  forty-six ;  making  together 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  parishes. 

^lilST  OP  THE  ARCHB£AC0NS  OF  TAUNTON.* 

Robert  is  supposed  to  have  enjoyed  this  dignity  in 
1106. 

Godfrey  was  archdeacon  in  this  diocese,  (supposed 
of  Taunton,)  about  1185. 

'  Grey's  Ecclenutical  Law,  p.  353,  355,  and  Jacob's  Law 
IXctiMiary.    T. 
*  Fwm  Locke's  MS&  and  La  Nate's  Fasti  Ecctesis  Aoglktoa^ 
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William  de  Wrotham,  1204.  He  died  3d  of 
Henry  III. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  William  de  WroUuun,  wtiden  of  the 
atannaiies  in  De? ooshire  and  Cornwall,  and  forester  in  fee  of  the 
forest  of  North.Petherton  In  this  county.  He  was  engaged  in  manj 
Mcnlar  employments.  In  the  0th  of  John  be  was,  together  with 
Riginald  de  Cornhnll,  reeeiTer  of  the  customs  of  all  the  merchants 
in  the  kingdom,  and  accounted  in  that  year  for  nearly  sia  thonsaad 
pounds.  In  the  serenth  of  John  he  obtained  a  charter  for  a  mar. 
ket  to  be  held  every  Tuesday  at  the  manor  of  North-Curry,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church  of  Weils,  to  which  that  manor  appertained. 
In  the  8th  of  John  he  was  a  trustee  to  Geoflfrey  Fitz.Piers,  earl  of 
Essex,  upon  the  founding  of  the  hospital  of  Sutton  in  Yorkalufe. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  as  heir  to  hb  lands,  and  to 
the  office  of  forester  of  North-Petherton,  which,  on  accoont  of  his 
being  a  clergyman,  was  executed  during  his  life-time  by  his  brother 
Richard  de  Wrotham. 

Hugh  de  WiitOD,  1219. 

Walter  St.  Quintin,  1244.  He  died  16th  Cal.  Jan. 
(Dee.  18th,)  1263. 

William  Burnell,  it  is  believed,  was  the  next*  He 
was  archdeacon  in  1294. 

Gilbert  de  Molendinis  was  instituted  17  Cal.  Jun. 
(May  16th,)  1298. 

Peter  de  Aveburi,  1301. 

Henry  de  Chanington,  1308. 

Robert  Hareward^  Dec.  12thy  1320. 

William  ThringhuU,  1371. 

Thomas  Arundel  was  made  archdeacon  of  Taunton 
at  the  age  of  22,  1373. 

He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Fitzalan,  earl  of  Amndel,  and  was 
consecrated  bishop  of  Ely,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1375.  In  1380  he 
wae  made  lord  chancellor  of  England,  and  translated  to  the  see 
of  York  on  the  3d  of  April,  1388 ;  and  was  the  first  that  was  ertr  re. 
sioTed  from  thence  to  Canterbury.  He  reodTed  his  pall  on  Ae 
10th  of  February,  1390.    He  raigned  to  Richard  the  secoad  hia 
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pott  af  lofd  chancellor,  i»bk1i  he  had  held  lor  tea  j^n.  Being 
cvm^rieled  oC  high  treaioa,  (iti(h  tbo  earl  of  Arandely  his  brotfaety 
'Who  was  beheaded,)  he  fled  to  Rome,  and  his  see  was  giTen  to 
■oger  Waldeti,  dean  of  York.  Arundel  was  however  restored  by 
Henry  lira  foarCh  on  kit  aecewloa  to  the  throne,  for  which  farour 
Htb  necesaarj  steps  were  taken  to  procnre'  of  (he  clergy  a  tenth  for 
ihm  crown  as  a  sal>sidy« 

The  king,  not  contented  with  a  tenth,  afterwards  attempted  to 
obt^n  greater  subsidies  from  the  clergy ;  but  our  arcbbi^op  vigo. 
ronaly  opposed  them,  urging  among  other  reasons,  that  tliottgh  the 
ckergj  did  not  serre  personally  in  the  king's  wars,  yet  they  were 
not  idle,  inasmuch  as  they  daify  prated  for  the  king  and  the  realm, 
as  well  in  time  of  peace  as  war.  To  which  the  prolocutor  of  the 
bonse  of  convocation,  sir  John  Cleyn,  replied,  ^<  It  was  no  matter 
for  their  prayers,  so  the  king  might  bare  their  money."  This 
prelate  severely  punished  the  Lollards  or  Wickliffites,  and  forbad 
tbe  translation  of  the  bible  into  the  English  language,  fie  died 
Feb.  90th,  1413,  exactly  a  month  before  king  Henry  the  fourth,  and 
was  bnrled  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Canterbury ;'  to  which  he  built 

'  AmndePs  warm  zeal  for  suppressing  the  Lollards  or  Wick. 
liiStes,  carried  him  to  several  unjustifiable  severities  against  tbe 
beads  of  that  sect,  particularly  agamst  sir  John  Oldcastle,  lord 
Cobham.  The  Lollards  asserted  the  immediate  hand  of  heaven  in 
Iba  manner  of  his  death.  He  died  of  an  inflammation  in  the  throat, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  was  stmck  with  this  disease  as  he  was  pro. 
nonnekig  sentence  of  exeommnnication  and  condemnation  on  the 
Intd  Cobhaa ;  and  from  that  time,  notwithstanding  all  the  assistance 
•f  aedicioe,  he  coold  swallow  neither  meat  nor  driidt,  and  waa 
ainrTed  to  death.  The  Loikrds  impMted  this  lamentable  end  to  the 
jnai  judgment  of  Cron  upon  him,  both  for  hi*  severity  to  that  sect, 
mA  forbidding  the  sofiplnres  to  be  translated  into  English;  and 
bfahop  Godwin  seems  to  lean  to  the  same  opinion.-^B^frspA. 
DkL  3.  p.  25. 

There  is  an  nniqae  portrait  of  archbishop  Arundel  preserved  in 
KhaPoMharst  collection^  among  the  pictures  of  the  Constables  of 
QaeenboiMgh  castle,  (of  whidb  this  prelate,  it  seems^  was  one.) 
Thia  pof trait  ia  Ughly  ralnaMe,  as  It  is  the  only  authority  for  the 
likeneii  of  tbe  archbiibpp  kunwu  to  bo  extant;  If  we  except 
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a  fine  ^jke^  called  to  this  daj,  AnmdatUepU.  HelefttoUi 
palace,  at  EI7,  a  nagnificent  table,  orDameDted  with  geld  aad 
preclons  stones,  originalij  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  sold 
hj  the  Black  Prince  to  this  bishop  for  three  hundred  mariLS.  Ho 
had  the  generosity  to  obtain,  bj  lus  influence,  the  see  of  LondoA 
for  Roger  Walden,  his  adversary,  who  had  suooeeded  him  in  the 
see  of  Canterbury,  after  his  flight  to  Rome,  but  was  disposseaed  of 
it  on  his  restoration. 

Neapolitanus  Cardiaalie,  1388. 

Ralph  de  Ergham,  1391. 

He  was  elected  bishop  of  Salisbury  in  1375,  from  which  see  he 
was  translated  io  that  of  Bath  and  WelU,  in  1388.  He  buflt  the 
Inn  called  the  George  in  Wells,  and  erected  in  that  city  a  college, 
at  the  end  of  a  lane,  called  College-lane,  for  fourteen  priests ;  gUTO 
ornaments  and  plate  to  the  church,  to  the  raloe  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds,  and  appropriated  to  the  chapter  the  parsonage 
of  Pncklechurch.     He  died  in  1401. 

Thomas  Polton  or  Pulton,  Aug.  12th,  1403. 

He  was  dean  of  York;  bishop  of  Hereford,  1430;  bishop  of 
Chichester,  1423 ;  from  which  see  he  was  translated  to  tliat  of 
Worcester,  1426.     He  died  at  Rome,  and  was  buried  in  that  city. 

Nicholas  Calton,  Sept.  lst,1416.  He  died  in  1440. 

Adam  Molines,  LL.  D.  1440. 

He  was  of  the  baronial  family  of  Molines  ;  dean  of  SaUsbury  ; 


an  iUumination  in  the  British  Museum,  from  which,  in  the  wratdMd 
way  it  has  been  copied  and  engrafed  in^  Strutt's  Regal  and  Ecde- 
smstical  Antiquities,  no  idea  whaterer  can  be  formed.  The  featnrea 
and  expression  in  the  face  of  this  picture  are  strongly  marked.  Tho 
archbishop  wears  a  dose  cap  on  his  head,  and  a  fur  tippet  round 
his  neck ;  behind  him  are  the  mitre  and  pastoral  staff,  boHi  gilt, 
according  to  the  taste  of  the  times.  His  arms,  impaled  with  those 
of  the  see  of  Canterbury,  and  a  red  rose,  the  badge  of  the  hoose  ^ 
Lancaster,  fill  the  two  upper  comers  of  the  picture. 

There  is  a  copy  of  this  portrait  in  the  gallery  of  the  arcliieirfseopal 
palace  of  Lambeth,  from  which  there  is  an  engraring,  coloured  in 
imitation  of  the  original,  in  Brayley  and  Herbert's  <^  Lambeth 
Palace  illustrated,"  London,  1800,  quarto. 
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Msbop  of  CUchester,  1446 ;  and  lord  privy  moI.  Ho  wm  ifadn  at 
Pertanonth  by  marinen  hired  for  that  paiposo,  by  Richaid,  doko 
of  York,  1445. 

Andrew  Hales  was  admitted  Jan.  19ib,  1445; 
archdeacon  of  Wells,  145(). 

Robert  Stillington,  LL.  D.  was  collated  April 
20th,  1450;  archdeacon  of  Wells,  1465. 

He  was  keeper  of  the  priTj  seal  and  lord  chancellor  of  England; 
was  consecrated  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  March  16th,  1466,  in 
the  room  of  John  Phreas,  who  had  been  elected,  but  died  before 
consecration.  This  bishop  firmly  adhered  to  the  house  of  York, 
against  that  of  Lancaster,  and  countenanced  Lambert  Simnell  in 
opposing  Henry  the  seTonth,  for  which  he  was  imprisoned  at  Wind, 
sor  in  1487,  and  after  fonr  years  confinement,  died  in  May,  1491. 
He  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  Onr-Lady  in  the  cloister  of  Weill 
cathedral,  winch  he  himself  had  bnilt,  and  which  was  afterwards 
destroyed  (together  with  the  great  wall  of  the  paUce,)  by  sir  John 
Yates ;  and  within  the  memory  of  those  who  had  seen  his  ftineral, 
his  bones  were  turned  out  of  the  leaden  coffin  in  which  they  were 
interred. 

Richard  Lang^rt,  May  14th,  1487. 

Olirer  King  was  installed  July  12th,  14S0. 

He  was  sometime  fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and 
legistTaT  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  canon  of  Windsor ;  one  of 
the  piebendaiies  of  St  Paul's;  elected  bishop  of  Exeter  14M,  from 
which  see  he  was  translated  to  that  of  Bath  and  Wells  in  1495;  and 
Mcretary  of  state  to  Edward  lY.  and  Y.  and  to  Henry  YIL  He 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  abbey  church  at  Bath. 

William  Worseley,  LL.  D.  was  admitted  Feb. 
ISih,  1492. 

Bobert  Sherbum,  A.  M.  was  installed  Dec.  16tbf 
1406. 

JohnEdnam,  S.T.P.  was  installed  May  27th,  1A05. 

Robert  Honywood,  LL.  D.  was  installed  Ang. 
I8tb,  1500.  He  died  Jan*  22d,  1522|  and  was  buried 
at  Windsor. 


1522;  and 

y*  J 

wasfdiovil 
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Thomas  Cranmer,  S.  T.  P.  succeeded  in  1522 
in  1533  was  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury 

He  was  born  at  Aslactoo,  in  Nottinghamihire,  and 
Jetnt  eollege,  Cambridge.  He  was  a  theological  and  polemical  wiii 
ter^  eminent  for  his  piet j  and  learning,  and  for  being  tke  int  pi«* 
testant  archbbhop  of  Canterbarj ;  bat  his  politicai  ihuwctBtfl 
on  account  of  the  ?ariations  of  his  condnct,  is  dilTerentlj  treattdbf 
historians  and  controrersial  writers.  He  assisted  in  setting  np  iadj 
Jane  Grey,  for  which  treason  qneen  Marj  pardoned  iiim,  bat  Ud 
him  burnt  for  heresy  at  Oxford^  March  Slst,  1555^  inthe07t]i 
year  of  his  age. 

John  Redmayne  was  archdeacon  of  Taunton  in  1547. 

It  is  uncertain  how  long  before  this  he  held  this  office,  or  whether 
there  were  any  between  him  and  Cranmer.  He  died  in  Nor.  1551, 
and  was  buried  in  Westminster  abbey. 

John  Fitzjames,  A.  M.  May  22d,  1654. 

Justinian  Lancaster,  1560. 

Philip  Bisse,  8.  T.  P.  was  installed  May  28th,  1584. 

He  was  educated  at  Magdalen  college,  Oxford ;  was  a  leaned 
man,  and  a  great  lover  of  books.  He  had  an  extensire  librtrj) 
which,  at  his  death,  he  bequeathed  to  Wadham  college,  Oscford,  then 
newly  founded,  in  which  is  preserved  his  portrait  at  full  leagtk, 
given  by  the  foundress.  He  died  in  1613,  and  was  buried  in  tlte 
diancel  of  Bateombe  church  in  this  county,  where  there  is  id 
inscription  to  his  memoiy. 

Matthew  Satcliffe,  LL.  D.  was  installed  Jan.  SOtb, 
1686. 

Peter  Lilye,  S.  T.  P.  1604.     He  died  in  1614. 

Samuel  Ward,  S.  T.  P.  was  installed  April  S9th, 

1615. 

He  was  ViceXhoioeKor  of  Oxford,  chmplaia  extiaofdinary  to 
iring  James  the  first,  and  one  of  the  four  divines  sent  by  him  to  ihs 
synod  of  Dort  He  wrote  several  tracts,  and  some  valuable  maon^ 
scripts  of  hie  are  now  in  Emmanuel  college,  Cambridge,  of  which 
lie  was  fellow.  In  1609  he  became  master  of  Sidney  college,  in 
that  university.  He  assisted  in  translating^  the  bible,  and  was  a 
most  ^Kcelleat  gojmot  sod  eiact  discipUnarisn,  Being  one  of  the 
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usoBblj  of  diTines,  and  of  tlie  rdigioos  committee,  lie  was  therefore 
esteemed  a  pnritao.  But  in  the  ciTil  wan  of  Charles  the  first,  he 
was  one  of  those  who  consented  that  the  college  plate  should  be 
coined  for  the  use  of  Ids  majesty ;  for  which  he  was  deprived  6f  hii 
ecclesiastical  preferments,  March  90th,  1648,  when  he  was  plundered 
and  cast  Into  prison,  where  he  contracted  a  disease  which  put  a 
period  to  his  life,  in  great  poTerfy,  abont  six  weeks  after  his 
release.  Seieral  of  his  letters  are  in  the  collection  of  archbishop 
Usher. 
WiUiamPiera,S.T.P.  was  insUUedDec  I0tb,1648. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  WUliam  Picn,  bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  and  was  rector  of  Kingsbury.  He  was  eminent  for  his 
aUUties  and  virtues,  yet  in  lOM  he  was  sequestered  from  his  pre- 
fermenta,  and,  for  mere  subsistence,  married  a  low  woman,  who  had 
a  little  farm,  on  which  he  laboured,  threshing  his  own  corn,  and 
selling  bis  apples,  butter,  eggs,  poultry,  cheese,  &c.  In  the  markets 
of  Undnster  and  Tannton ;  but  worse  misfortunes  befel  him,  for  he 
became  god.father  to  a  child  called  Charles,  and  for  this  suiferad 
imprisonment,  from  which  he  was  not  released  till  the  restoration  of 
Charles  the  second,  when  he  was  made  doctor  in  divinity,  prebendaiy 
of  Wells,  and  rector  of  Christian.Malford,  in  Wiltshire.  He  died 
in  April,  1682,  aged  70,  and  is  buried  in  Wells  cathedral,  where 
there  is  an  inscription  to  his  memory. 

Edward  Waple,  S.  T.  B.  installed  April  22d,  1683. 

Edmund  Archer,  S.  T.  P.  was  installed  July  2Qih, 
1712. 

George  Atwood,  S.  T.  B.  1722. 

Lionel  Seanoian,  M,  A.  1753. 

Francis  Potter,  M.  A.  1758. 

William  Willes,  M.  A.  1761. 

Thomas  Camplin,  LL.  D.  1767. 

John  Tamer,  M.  A.  1780. 

George  Trevelyan,  LL.  B.  son  of  Sir  John 
Trevelyan,  bart,  1817. 
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TAUNTON  COINAGE. 

'  In  Domesday-Book  it  is  mentioned  that  there  was 
a  mint  at  Taunton,  which  yielded  to  the  hishop  of 
Winchester  a  profit  of  fifty  shillings.  There  are  some 
coins  of  the  conqueror*s  yet  extant,  which  were  9truck 
in  the  Taunton  mint 

'  The  obverse  of  the  Taunton  penny  exhibits  the 
conqueror  full-faced,  with  a  cap  of  state  ornamented 
with  pearls  and  labels.  The  whole  of  the  bust  is 
confined  within  the  inner  circle,  and  has,  on  the  right 
side,  a  sceptre  with  a  cross  pat^e,  and  on  the  left  side^ 
one  with  four  pearls,  both  erect.  The  legend  is, 
WILLEM  REX  ANGI.  and  the  cross,  from  which  it 
commences,  is  over  the  head.  The  reverse  has  eight 
rays  issuing  from  a  common  centre  of  the  form  of  a 
pellet,  and  terminating  alternately  in  three  pearls  and  a 
flower  with  three  petals.  The  legend  is  BRENTRIC 
ON  TANT.«    The  weight  is  20^  grains.* 


'  The  patting  of  the  moneyer's  name  on  coins  was  a  practice 
unknown  tiU  the  sixth  centuiy.  It  came  in,  gradually,  a  century 
after  the  Roman  mints  had  ceased  in  Europe,  with  the  empire;  and 
when  prirate  persons  contracted  with  the  king  for  the  little  minta, 
and  put  theit  names  to  identify  their  vdaiBge.—Pinkerion^s  Medahj 
Tol.  i.  p.  S70. 

The  names  of  the  towns  are  found  added  to  those  of  the  monejers 
on  a  few  coins  of  Alfred  and  Edward  the  Elder;  they  are  more 
numerous  in  the  rdgn  of  Athelstan,  and  the  practice  became  general 
after  the  time  of  Edwatd  the  Martyr,  A.  D.  075. 

*  The  editor  owes  this  description  of  the  conqueror's  Taunton 
penny  to  Mr.  H.  Norris,  of  this  town,  who  has  one  in  his  collection, 
in  fine  presenration.  Mr.  Norris  had  this  coin  from  the  Rer. 
Dr.  Abbott,  who  resided  in  Bedfordshire. — Mr.  N.  has  also 
one  of  the  conqueror's  pennies^  strackat  Exeter;  it  has  on  the 
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Tbe  bishop  of  Winches^r'A  mint  at  Taanton  affords 
me  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  few  particulars  relating 
to  the  mints  and  coinage  in  the  towns  of  England^ 
daring  the  Saxon  and  Norman  periods. 

In  the  laws  of  Athelstan,  the  places  of  the  mints 
iQ  his  reign  are  thus  enumerated : — 

In  Canterbury  there  are  seven  Hfyneteras;  four  of 
the  king's,  two  of  the  archbishop's/  and  one  of  the 
abbot's.^ 

In  Rochester,  there  are  three ;  two  of  the  king^^ 
and  one  of  the  bishop's. 

In  London,  eight;  in  Winchester,  six;  in  Lewes, 
two;   in   Hastings,  one;    in  Chichester,  one;    in 

obTene  a  f  aU-faced  figure  of  the  king  extended  to  the  outer  circle, 
with  a  sword  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  cap  of  state,  similar  to  that 
of  the  Taunton  penny.  The  legend  is  WILLEM  REXI,  and  the 
croffs^  from  which  it  begins,  is  placed  by  the  right  shoulder.  The 
lererse  has  a  hind  of  cross-potent  surmounting  a  true.loTe  knot, 
with  three  bows  at  each  angle;  the  legend  is  SEWINE  ON 
lEXECI.  The  weight  is  21 1  grains.  The  die  of  both  is  of  the 
same  ^ameter,  but  as  the  Exeter  penny  has  a  greater  l>readtk  of 
metal,  tbe  other  has  probably  been  reduced  by  clipping.-Mr.  Bluett, 
of  Taunton,  has  in  his  collection  one  of  the  Exeter  pennies  of 
William  Rufas,  in  high  presenration,  and  bearing  the  same  moneyer'8 
name  as  that  of  William  the  Conqueror's  above-mentioned. 

The  names  of  the  conqueror's  mintmasters  lead  us  to  suppose 
ikit  they  were  all  Saxon  artists. 

'  Ecclesiastical  coins  are  extant  of  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury, 
Wnlfzed,  A.D.  804;  Ceolnoth,  830;  Plegmund,  880.— P«n. 
kerton'i  Medalif  toI.  ii.  p.  83. 

*  The  abbot  of  St.  Augustine  in  Canterbury,  in  right  of  his 
abbacy,  had  cuneum  manetecj  allowance  of  mintage  and  coinage  of 
money,  which  continued  until  the  time  of  king  Stephen,  and  then 
waalost;  SyWester,  the  forty-fifth  abbot,  who  died  in  lift], 
Muf  thr  kit  that  «d joyed  VU-^^Mk^  on  JEnf  « Momg^  pt  M>. 
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Hampton,  two ;  in  Wareham,  two ;  in  Gxeter,  two  ; 
in  Bhaftesbnry,  two ;  and  one  in  several  of  the  other 
boroog^htf/ 

The  coins  yet  extant  shew  that  during  the  Saxon 
period,  there  were  very  few  considerable  towns  without 
a  mint,  for  besides  those  particularly  mentioned  in  the 
laws  of  Atheistan,  there  are  coins  of  Lincoln,  Exeter, 
Norwich,  Evesham,  York,  Gloucester,  Ipswidi^ 
Derby,  Bristol,  Shrewsbury,^  Worcester,  Walling^ord, 
Thetford,  and  others.' 

King  Edward  the  Confessor,  when  he  confirmed 
the  liberties  of  St-Edmundsbury,  gave  to  abbot 
Baldwin  a  stamp  or  die,  and  authority  to  have  an 
exchange  or  mint,  and  to  coin  in  his  monastery/ 


In  Domesday-Book  we  find  the  following  places 
mentioned  as  having  either  a  mint  or  mintmasters: — 

At  Lewes,  when  money  was  coined,  every  mintmaster 
paid  twenty  shillings. 

At  WaUingford,  the  mintmaster  held  one  house 
free,  as  often  as  he  coined  money. 

At  Dorchester,  there  were  two  mintmasters,  each 
of  whom  paid  to  the  king  one  mark  of  silver,  and 
twenty  shillings  when  money  was  coined. 

At  Shaftesbury,  there  were  three  mintmasters,  each 

■  Wilkius,  Leges  Anglo-Ssx.  p.  59.— TornePa  Hist,  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  toI.  ii.  p.  614. 

*  On  a  coin  of  Edward  the  Confessor's,  struck  In  the  Shrewsbury 
mint,  the  inscription  is,  Edward  Re»  AngluBy  and  on  the  rererse, 
Jelman  on  Scrobe.^HisL  of  Shrewsbury^  p.  5* 

'  Leake  on  English  Money,  p.  17. 

^  8t0w*a  AiibbIsi  p.  99.^1Mkt  on  Eog.  Money,  p.  17. 
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of  wbom  paid  one  mark  of  silver,  and  twenty  shillings 
every  time  they  coined  money. 

At  Wareham,  there  were  two  mintmasters,  each  of 
whom  paid  one  mark  of  silver  to  the  king,  and  twenty 
shillings  every  time  they  coined  money. 

At  Bridporty  there  was  a  mintmaster,  who  paid  to 
the  king  one  mark  of  silver,  and  twenty  shillings  every 
time  be  coined  money. 

At  Bath,  the  king  had  a  mint,  which  paid  one 
hundred  shilling^. 

At  Oxford,  one  Saetman  is  mentioned  as  a  mint* 
master. 

At  Worcester,  when  money  was  coined,  every 
mintmaster  paid  at  London  twenty  shillings  for  the 
use  of  the  dies. 

At  Hereford,  there  were  seven  mintmasters,  one  of 
whooa  belonged  to  the  bishop.  When  money  was 
coined,  every  mintmaster  paid  eighteen  shillingpi  for 
the  delivery  of  the  dies,  and  from  the  day  they  received 
them  for  the  space  of  one  month,  each  of  them  paid 
to  the  king  twenty  shillings.  The  bishop's  mintmaster 
paid  the  same  to  the  bishop.  When  the  king  came  to 
the  city,  the  mintmasters  coined  as  much  as  he  ordered, 
but  the  king  furnished  the  silver.  Each  of  these  seven 
mintmasters  enjoyed  sac  and  soc.  On  the  death  of 
any  of  the  king's  mintmasters,  twenty  shillings  were 
paid  to  the  king,  as  a  heriot ;  bat  if  he  died  withont 
having  disposed  of  his  effects,  the  king  had  all  his  goods. 
At  Huntingdon,  there  were  three  mintmasters,  who 
pud  forty  shillings  between  the  king  and  the  earl,  but 
thej  ave  not  there  n^w  (that  is,  whn  Doneiday  was 
compiled.) 
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At  Leicester,  the  king  receives  yearly  of  the  mint- 
masters  twenty  pounds,  of  which  the  earl  has  the  third 
part. 

At  Shrewsbnry,  the  king  had  three  mintmasten, 
who,  whenever  they  received  the  dies  for  coining 
money,  paid  twenty  shillings  each  to  the  king  for  the 
first  fifteen  days,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other 
mintmasters  of  the  realm,  and  this  they  did  every  time 
they  coined  money. 

At  Chester,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  there  were 
in  that  city  seven  manetarii,  or  mintmasters,  who, 
when  they  coined  money,  gave  seven  pounds  to  the 
king  and  the  earl,  over  and  above  their  rent. 

The  burgesses  of  Colchester  and  Maiden  paid 
twenty  pounds  for  the  privilege  of  coining  money, 
which  was  settled  by  Waleran,  and  they  appealed  to 
the  king,  that  he  remitted  them  ten  pounds;  bat 
Walchelin,  the  bishop  of  London's  tenant,  demanded 
of  them  forty  pounds. 

Thetford  paid  to  the  king  forty  pounds,  for  the 
liberty  of  coining  money.' 


The  following  extract  from  the  records  in  the  reign 
of  king  John,  will  throw  some  light  upon  what  is  said 
in  Domesday-Book  under  Hereford  and  Shrewsbury, 
respecting  the  delivery  of  the  dies  to  the  mintmasters. 
The  mints  in  the  several  towns  of  England,  and  the 

'  Vide  Domesdaj.Boek,  under  the  sereral  towns  mentioned**— 
See  also  Turner's  Hbt.  of  tiie  Anglo-Saxons,  rol.  ii.  p.  614. 

The  pennies  of  the  mints  of  Oxford,  Colcheater,  Hereford, 
Hantfogdoa,  and  Thetford,  are  onfiaYen  la  JPoftM'f  TMc$  pf 
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officers  employed  therein,  namely,  the  moneyers, 
assayers,  and  cusiodes  cuneorum,  were,  it  appears,  under 
the  snpervisal  and  direction  of  the  chief  justicier,  or 
the  treasurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer. 

'^  In  the  9th  year  of  king  John,  the  moneyers, 
assayers,  and  cusiodes  cuneorum  of  London,  were 
commanded  to  appear  at  Westminster,  in  the  quinzime 
of  St  Dennis,  to  receive  there  the  king's  commands, 
and  to  bring  thither  aii  their  dies,  sealed  up  with  their 
seals,  and  to  summon  all  the  workers  of  money  of 
London,  and  other  persons  who  were  skilled  in  the  art 
of  making  money,  to  appear  there  at  the  same  time. 
And  the  moneyers,  assayers,  and  cusiodes  cuneorum 
of  Winchester,  Exeter,  Chichester,*  Canterbury, 
Rochester,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Lynn,  Lincoln,  York, 
CarKnle,  Northampton,  Oxford,  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
and  Durham,^  were  commanded  to  appear  at  the  same 
time  and  place. '*' 

'  In  the  6th  of  John,  there  is  a  grant  of  the  privil^e  of  a  mint 
to  the  bishop  of  Chichester : — ^^  Sciatis  qaod  concessimus  Tenerabili 
patri  nostro  Cicestr.  episcopo,  qaod  habeat  cuneum  sunm  in 
clYitate  Cice«tri«,  &c.  teste  ^9  A^nV—Ciaus.  6  Jokn^  m.  3.— 
BlounVi  Law  Did.  verb*  Cuneum  Moneim.'-^Leake  on  Eng* 
jaetiejff  p*  65. 

*  King  Richard  the  first,  after  hb  retnm  from  his  captivity  in 
Aoftria,  granted  licence  to  Philip,  bishop  of  Durham,  to  coin 
Bimiey,  which  liberty  none  of  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  of  long 
time  before. — Leake  on  Eng,  Money ^  p.  59. 

For  an  account  of  the  coins  struck  in  the  Durham  mint,  the 
leader  is  referred  to  ^'  Two  Dissertations  on  the  Mint  and  Coins 
of  the  Bbhops  of  Darham,  by  the  Re?*  Mark  Noble.«-jLoiufeii> 

f  Pat.  9  John.  m.  S.^Madox's  Ezcheq.  p.  198t   . 

I 
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*  Notwitbstandiag  the  namber  of  mints  which  from 
this  record  appear  to  have  been  iu  England  in  the 
reign  of  John,  there  are  no  coins  found  of  that  king-, 
except  tho.^e  which  were  struck  in  Ireland.  The  same 
observation  applies  to  his  predecessor,  Richard  L  of 
whom  there  are  no  coins  remaining,  but  those  struck  ia 
the  Anglo-Gallic  provinces  of  Poitou  and  Aquitain, 
and  they  are  of  the  first  rarity.' 

*  The  captivity  of  Richard  I.  and  the  immense  sain 
paid  for  his  redemption,  must  have  much  impoverished 
the  kingdom.  His  ransom  amounted  to  one^hondred 
thousand  marks,  which,  at  13^.  4d,  a  mark,  make 
one  million,  six  hundred  thousand  pennies,  then 
the  only  coin,  a  vast  sum  in  the  currency  of  those  days» 
and  which  prevents  our  wonder  at  the  rarity  of  the 
coins  of  Richard  I.  or  of  his  successor.  There  is  little 
doubt  but  the  public  poverty  arising  from  this  caose 
gave  rise  to  much  of  the  ferment  in  J<^'s  reign ;  anfl 
perhaps  we  may  pronounce  that  it  is  to  the  captivity 
of  Richard  that  we  are  indebted  for  Magna  Charta*. 

trad£SM1Cn'3  tokens. 
Before  the  reign  of  Jam^  the  first,  when  copper 
was  first  coined  by  authority,  it  was  stamped  hy  aoy 
person  who  chose  to  doit.*  The  constables  of  Taunton, 
as  did  those  of  other  towns,  exercised  this  privilege, 
^nd  they  continued  to  do  it  lon^g  after  the  time  of 
James  the  firsts    This  coin  was  stamped  with  a  tau 

■  Pinkerton,  vol.  ii.  p.  $4,  481.  ^  Ibid.  p.  80. 

<  Prmtl^'s  Lectoret  on  History,  p.  1S4. 

«  I  am  indined  to  tliiolL  timt  we  hui  no  mnnkipal  coins  mt 
tradaimeik's  tokens  here  l^fore  the  nriddlo  of  tiie  17th  osBtaty ;  at 
least,  all  that  I  havo  stcB  iriih  dstis  Wirt  itnick  Uhma  HSQ 
and  1670.    H.N. 
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ia  a  tan,  (a  rebus  expressive  of  the  town's  name)  on 
ooe  side,  and  the  legend,  A  Taunton  Farihinff;  on  the 
other  side,  with  an  embattlement  of  a  castle,  and  the 
legend.  By  the  Constables,  with  the  date.  It  should 
teem  that  other  persons  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  stamping  copper,  and  it  may  be  concluded 
from  the  l^ends  on  this  money,  that  the  date  of  the 
year,  the  name  of  the  place,  and  the  name  of  the  person 
^rlio  stamped  it,  were  necessary  to  a  legal  tender  of  it 
in  payment.' 

'  The  tokens  described  in  the  following  list  were  all 
stmck  in  Taunton,  and  are  now  in  the  collections  of 
Mr.  H.  Norris  and.  Mr.  J.  Bluett,  of  this  town.  It  is 
believed  there  are  a  few  others  extant,  which  are  not 
in  either  of  these  collections.  This  list  contains  the 
name  of  the  tradesman  issuing  each  token,  the  legends 
and  inscriptions,  and  the  sign  of  the  issuer,  printed  in 
italic,  impressed  upon  them.  The  first  line  is  the 
legend  on  the  obverse,  the  second  that  on  the  reverse. 

*TOWN  PISCSS. 

1.  A  Taunton  farthing.     Tau-infTun. 

By  the  constables,  1667.  Tower  triple*towered. 

2.  Taunton. — Tower. 

Tun. 

*  TOKENS. 

1.  Thomas  Andrews — woolpaek. 
In  Taunton. 

2.  Thomas  Androsse — woolpaek. 

Of  Tawxiton,  1666.    His  halfe  penny. 

*  I  bsTe  seen  maoy  without  dates ;  some  with  only  the  initials  of 
Ihe  tradetman'i  name ;  and  some  without  dther  name,  date,  or 
place ;  b  particular,  one  with  this  legend,  <<  The  farthing  of  a 
aefchiotoftbeitepUof £pgUuid.'»^   H.N. 
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5.  John  Barton — rose  and  crown. 
Of  Taunton,  1660. 

4.  Samuel  Benden--patr  of  Books. 
Taunton,  ^Somerset. 

5.  John  Bobbett  in — hale  of  goods. 
Taunton  career. 

6.  William  Chace — unicorn. 
In  Tanton. 

7.  Christopher  Cooke— ftuncA  of  grapes. 
In  Tanton,  1667. 

«.  William  Coricke— 5Atf</fe. 
In  Taunton,  1(555. 

9.  Abraham  Crocker  of  Taunton —  weavers  arms. 
For  nessesary  change,  1666. 

10.  Edward  Dawley— tvo^Z-comi. 
In  Tanton  James. 

11.  Roger  Gale  of— grocers  arms. 
Taunton,  1652. 

12.  Matthew  Gaylavd— hand  holding  a  wooUcomb. 
Of  Taunton,  1666. 

13.  Robart  Gray — caldron. 
In  Taunton,  1659. 

14.  Hugh  Graye— ivoo^cifc. 
Of  Taunton,  1666. 

15.  John  Glyde— Mven  stars^ 
Of  Taunton, 

16.  Andrew  Greggory — globe. 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

17.  Jeffery  Groyexn—clothworhersarms.  ' 
Tanton  Deane,  1664. 

18.  Martin  Hossham— calAarine  wheel 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

19.  Roger  How  of — 
Tauntun,  1658. 

20.  Thomas  Lowdeli  of— -cocil. 
Tanton^  mercer,  1658. 
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21.  Joseph  Maber' — clothworhers  arm$. 
Id  Taontun,  1664. 

22.  John  Meredith,  1666.    For  necessary  change* 
Taunton. — casile. 

23.  John  Meredith,  mercer — mercers  arms. 
In  Taunton. 

24.  Robert  Uidleton — cronm. 
In  Tan  ton  Magdalen. 

25.  Thomas  Munden—- lati-m-<ti».. 
In  Taunton. 

26.  Tobias  Osborne— ^/bimlatit. 
In  Taunton,  1666. 

27.  John  Powel  at  the — Hon. 
Red  Lyon  in  Taunton. 

28.  Anthony  Reynolds — belL 
In  Taunton^  1652. 

29.  John  Satchell — castle. 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

30.  Richard  Snow — Catharine  fvheel 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

31.  John  Sprake  in  Taunton— ^ir  of  scales^ 
In  Somersetshire. 

32.  .John  Taropson — 

In  Taunton,   1654. 

33.  Steaphen  Timewell — hat  andfeatheri 
Of  Taunton. 

34.  Robert  Tompson — clothiers  sheers^ 
Of  Taunton. 

35.  George  Treagle  of — book. 
Taunton  in  Sommerset.. 

36.  John  Tubb,  1666. 
In  Taunton. 

37.  At  the  8  widows^ 
In  Taunton,  1665. 

*  Some  of  Jossph  Alder's  tsktfls  an  of  biiM,  and  othsrt  of 
wUtenclaL 
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38.  Henry  Yoang  at  the — Angeh 
Aogelin  Taanton. 

'  We  had  no  copper  money  in  England  onder  the 
authority  of  the  government  until  the  year  1672,  with  a 
few  small  exceptions  after  the  time  of  queen  Elizabetb, 
whose  aversion  to  a  copper  coinage  is  well  knows. 
Edward  the  sixth  was  the  last  prince  under  whom 
farthings  could  possibly  be  coined  of  silver,  that  metal 
being  so  much  increased  in  its  value  ^  and  though  it  is 
known  from  records,  that  he  did  coin  farthings,  only 
a  very  small  number  of  theiti  has  been  discovered. 
The  smallness  indeed  of  the  silver  halfpenny,  thoagfa 
continued  down  to  the  commonwealth,  was  of  extreme 
inconvenience,  on  account  of  its  minute  size.  Hence^ 
in  Elizabeth^s  time,  there  being  no  state  farthings 
some  cities,  as  Bristol,  Oxford,  and  Worcester,  struck 
farthings,  which  were  confined  to  the  use  of  their 
respective  inhabitants,  until  called  in  by  government 
in  1594.     Besides  these  cities,  near  three  thousand 
tradesmen  and  others  coined  leaden  tokens,  upon 
returning  which  to  the  person  who  issued  them,  he 
gave  current  coin  or  value  for  them  as  desired. 

*  In  1594  this  practice  had  got  to  a  great  length,  and 
government  had  serious  thoughts  of  a  copper  coinage; 
for  a  small  copper  coin  was  now  struck,  of  about  the 
size  of  a  silver  two-pence,  with  the  queen's  monognun 
upon  one  side,  and  a  rose  on  the  other,  the  running 
legend  upon  both  sides  being,  ihefkdge  of  a  haypeniM^. 
Patterns  of  this  occur  both  in  copper  and  silver,  but 
the  queen  not  being  able  to  resign  her  fixed  avernon 
to  a  copper  coinage,  the  scheme  fell  to  the  ground. 
It  was  not  revived  until  the  succeeding  reign,  when 
upon  the  19th  of  May,  1618,  king  James's  royal 
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farthing  tokens  commenced  bj  proclamation.  They 
are  mostly  of  the  same  size  with  the  above,  and  have 
upon  one  side  two  sceptres  in  saltire,  surmounted  with 
a  crown,  and  the  harp  upon  the  other.  Their  legend 
is  the  king's  common  titles  running  upon  each  side. 

*  These  pieces  were  by  no  means  favourably  received, 
bnt  continued  in  a  kind  of  reluctant  circulation  all  this 
reign,  and  the  beginning  of  the  succeeding.  In  1635 
Charles  the  first  struck  them  with  the  rose  instead  of 
the  harp.  The  vast  number  of  counterfeits,  and  the 
king^s  death  in  1649,  put  an  utter  stop  to  their 
currency;  and  the  tokens  of  towns  and  tradesmen 
again  took  their  run,  increasing  prodigiously  until 
1672,  when  farthings,  properly  so  Called,  were  first 
coined  by  government. 

•  Government,  however,  had  frequent  ideas  of  im- 
proving the  copper  coinage,  for  many  pattern  pieces  for 
farthings  occur.  So  early  as  1640  one  occurs,  upon 
one  side  of  which  the  legend  \s  farthing  ioakens,  and 
upon  the  other,  Typus  Maneta  Ang.  JBris,  thought  to 
be  the  work  of  Briot,  as  resembling  his  pattern  shilling. 
Trial  farthings  of  the  commonwealth  likewise  appear 
with  various  types  and  legends ;  those  of  Oliver  have 
bis  bust  with  different  reverses,  and  one  of  his  bears 
tbtsnigulardate  of  1651,  (if  Snelltng  does  not  mistake) 
when  he  was  not  protector  until  1653. 

'  Of  Charles  the  second  many  pattern  farthings  are 
known  before  1672,  when  they  and  halfpence  were 
made  public  money,  of  which  the  most  renMrkabie  is 
that  with  the  king*s  bust,  CarolM  a  Carolo,  and  the 
reverse,  the  figure  of  Britannia  with  Quatuor  Maria 
vindieo.  These  were  first  struck  in  1665,  and  most 
commonly  occur  in  silver;  whence  the  copper  are 
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esteemed  the  more  precious.  None  of  them  ever  were 
JQ  circulation,  though  we  meet  with  a  few  impressions 
both  in  silver  and  copper,  dated  1675  and  1676.  The 
halfpence  of  this  legend  are  more  common  in  copper 
than  in  silver. 

'  In  1670  current  halfpence  and  farthings  first  began 
to  be  struck  at  the  tower,  but  they  were  not  proclaioied 
until  the  16th  of  August,  1672.  They  were  of  pare 
Swedish  copper,  and  the  dies  were  engraved  by 
Roettier.^  These  continued  until  the  last  year  of 
Charles  the  second,  1684,  when  some  disputes  arising 
about  the  copper,  latterly  had  from  English  mines,  tin 
farthings  of  James  the  second'  were  coined  with  a  stud 
of  copper  in  the  centre,  and  inscribed  round  the  edge, 
as  the  crown  pieces,  with  Nummorum  famulus^  1685 
or  J 686.  Halfpence  of  the  same  kind  were  issued  the 
year  after,  and  tin  continued  to  be  coined  till  1692,  to 
the  amount  of  sixty-five  thousand  pounds.  In  1693, 
the  tin  was  all  called  in,  and  the  copper  coinage 
commenced  anew/ 

'  Mr.  Henry  Norris  has  in  his  collection  one  of  Charles  the 
Becond*8  tin  farthings,  and  Mr.  Bluett  has  the  same  farthings  of 
Charles  the  second,  James  the  second,  and  William  and  Mary. 
In  the  latter  collection,  there  are  also  the  scarce  Quatuor  Maria 
Vindko  farthing  of  Charles  the  second,  in  copper  and  silver,  and 
the  half  farthing  coined  by  king  James  the  first,  which  is  nuw  rare. 

In  1811,  during  the  great  scarcity  of  change,  when  shillii^ 
sUver  tokens  were  generally  issued  in  all  the  principal  towns  in 
England,  one  was  struck  for  Mr.  John  Bluett,  and  intended  to  be 
bsned  at  Tanntou,  bnt  It  was  nerer  circulated. 

In  1812,  Messrs.  CoZ|  ironfoiinders  in  Taunton^  issued  penny 
copper  tokens. 

!  Pinkerton's  Medals,  yoI.  ii.  p.  105. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

PLAN  OF  THE  TOWN PUBLIC  BUILDTNGS 8AIKT  MARY 

MAGDALEN*S  CHURCH LIST  OF  VICARS MONUMENTAL 

INSCRIPTIONS-SAINT  JAME8*S  CHURCH— LIST  OP  INCUM- 
BENTS—MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS— PAUL'S  MEETING— 

BAPTISTS'  CHAPEL TRINITARIAN  BAPTISTS'  CHAPEL 

OCTAGON  CHAPEL QUAKERS'    CHAPEL METHODISTS* 

CHAPEL-CATHOUC  CHAPEL-CONCENT— CHARITABLE  IN- 
STITUTIONS  ^FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL ^TAUNTON  AND 

SOMERSET  HOSPITAL-ALMS  HOUSES-GRAY*S  ALMS  HOUSE 
— HUISH'S  ALMS  HOUSE-HENLEY'S  ALMS  HOUSE-POPE'S 
ALBfS  HOUSE-ALMS  HOUSES  IN  MAGDALEN  LANE-WORK- 
HOUSES--CHARITABLE  DONATIONS— SAUNDERS'S  CHARITY 
—FEOFFEE  LANDS-IKOWBRIDGE'S  CHARITY-SIR  GEORGE 

FAREWELL'S  CHARITY ^MOGGRIDGE'S  CHARITY MERE- 

BITH'S  CHARITY— SIR  HUGH  PARKER'S  CHARITY-GADD'S 

CHARITY STRiNGLANDS CASTLE  AND   ASSIZE-HALL- 

TOWN-HALL BRIDEWELL MARKET-HOUSE. 

M^  EW  towns  are  laid  out  in  a  superior  mode  for 
convenience  or  air,  most  of  the  streets  being  wide,  and 
the  arrangement  leaving  room,  in  general,  for  extensive 
outlets  and  gardens  The  principal  streets  run  from 
east  to  west,  and  from  north  to  south.  The  street  at 
which  you  enter  from  the  London  road  to  East-gate, 
nearly  half  a  mile  long,  is  named  East-reach;'  in  this 
street  stands  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  hospital,  and 
Jbere  is  held  the  great  market  for  cattle,  on  the  firrt 
Saturday  in  every  month,  lately  removed  from  the 
castle-green.  At  East-gate  commences  East-street, 
which  reaches  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  town.  The 

*  Tbts  street  appears  to  have  been  called  origioally  Bast-stretdi, 
and  to  hate  been  a  place  wbere  the  weat en  extended  their  chaina^ 
or  warps,  which  is  here  nsoally  denominated  a  stretch.  At  At 
wait  end  of  the  town  we  hare  a  pUce  applied  to  the  same  pnrpoM^ 
asaied  Tvkey.siretch.    H.  Jf. 
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central  part  of  the  town  ii  called  Fore-street,  from 
which  three  streets  branch  oat;   one  to  the  north, 
deriving  its  name  from  its  aspect,  North*street,  at  the 
upper  end  of  which  is  the  parade,  or  market-place,  and 
the  market-house  and  guildhall  3  the  second  runniog' 
east  and  west,  leading  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church 
is  called  Hammet-street,  on  the  north  side  of 'whicfa^ 
in  a  little  court,  stands  Huish^s  alms-house ;  and  the 
third  to  the  south,  called  High-street.    On  the  west 
tide  of  North-street  is  the  castle-green,  in  which  stand 
the  assize-hall  and  the  grammar-school.  Parallel  with 
High-street  runs  another  called  Paul-street,  in  which 
is  the  dissenters'  chapel,  called  Paul's  meeting;  the 
southern  extremity  of  which  street  is  joined  to  High- 
street  by  a  short  one  called  Mary-street,  where  is  the 
Baptists'  chapel.     From  the  west  end  of  the  latter 
runs  southward  a  narrow  street,  called  Barrack-street, 
from  its  leading  to  the  barracks. 

From  the  end  of  North-street,  by  the  side  of  the 
river,  extends  eastward,  St.  James's-street,  so  called 
from  St.  James's  church  standing  in  it.  Parallel  with 
this  lies  one  more  retired,  which  from  its  sitoation 
has  the  name  of  Middle-street,  where  is  the  octagon 
ehapel,  in  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baring's  congregation 
assembles,  at  the  east  end  of  which  street  there  is  a 
row  of  modern  built  houses  bearing  the  name  of 
St.  James's  place.  From  the  east  end  of  Middle-street 
there  branches  off  another  called  Canon-street,  till  H 
bends  towards  the  left,  when  it  takes  the  name  of 
Tancred-street,  and  twminates  at  Bast-gate.  Htt» 
it  opens  nearly  opposite  to  another  nmaing  sonthwanft 
from  the  same  point  called  Silver-street,  }fi  whtcBf  is 
the  theatre,  and  the  trinitarian  baptists'  chapeL 
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On  the  west  side  of  the  town,  parallel  with  High- 
street,  is  a  tow  of  elegant  houses,  called  the  Crescent. 

From  North-street  you  pass  over  a  bridge  of  tw« 
archesy'  erected  orer  the  river  Tone,  and  kept  in 
repair  by  the  county,  to  North-town,  or  Norton,*  an 
adjoining  village,  formerly  populous,  but  now  greatly 
reduced  in  the  number  of  houses  and  inhabitants* 
Another  bridge,  at  the  extremity  of  High-street,  leads 
to  Shuttern,  or  South-town,'  which  is  included  in  the 
borough,  and  was  also  once  much  more  populous  than 
it  is  at  present. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Among  the  first  objects  which  accost  the  eye  of  the 
trareller,  are  the  public  buildings  of  the  town ;  which* 
according  to  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  devoted* 
may  be  classed  into  those  raised  for 

1.  Religion,  3.  Charity, 

2.  Civil  government,        4.  Pleasure. 
In^Tannton,  the  structures  consecrated  to  religion 

are  two  parish  churches,  and  seven  dissenting  meetings 
or  chapels. 

*  Lunbarde  in  bis  <<  Dictionariam  Topogr.  Hiit.''  compitel 
aboat  th^  jear  1570,  notices  a  stone  bridge  at  Taiinton. 

*Tbe  antlqnitj  of  Norton  Is  expressed  in  the  following  traditional 
diftick  : —  <<  Tannton  was  a  fnrzj  down 

<<  When  Norton  was  a  market  town.*'    T. 

*  Mr.  H.  Norris  has  favonred  me  with  another  explanation  of 
(Us  term;  he  is  inclined  to  thhik  that  the  original  name  waa 
Svthem,  that  Is  Sonih-cot,  from  suihy  sonth,  and  ern,  a  cottaga. 
It  appears,  he  observes,  to  have  been  anciently,  like  mntiy  other 
tidno^  no  more  than  a  hamlet,  and  to  have  been  united  to  tlia 
tewnbj  the  gradual  progress  of  building.  This  conjecture  receirea 
eoaaiderable  wdght  from  the  irregularity  of  the  borongh  in  this 
part,  aeveral  of  the  intermedhte  houses  being  in  the  parish  o^ 
Wato%  and  oUien  in  the  tithing  of  Holway.    T. 
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ST.   HA&T   MAGDALBN*S  CHURCH. 

Of  the  parish  churches  the  largest  and  most  magfni- 

ficent  is  that  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  situate 

near  the   centre  of   the   town.      This  church   was 

originally  only  a  chapel  dependant  on  the  conventual 

church  of  the  priory.     It  is  now  a  vicarage,  valued  ia 

the  king*s  books  at  twenty  pounds,  three  shillings,  and 

four-pence.     The  rectory  of  this  parish  was  rated  in 

pope  Nicholases  taxation,  in  1292,  at  ninety  marks. 

The  orio  inal  appointment  of  the  vicarage  took  place 

in  1308,  in  the  second  year  of  king  Edward  the  second, 

under  Walter  (  Uaselshaw,*)  then  bishop  of  Bath  and 

Wells ;  who,  upon  information  of  the  want  of  due  order 

and  discipline  in  the  parish,  and  the  frequent  dunger 

to  which  the   parishioners   were  exposed  of  dying 

without  the  usual  preparatory  ceremonies  enjoined  by 

the  church,  appointed   Anthony  de   Bradeney,    his 

official,  and  Henry  de  Chanyngton,  archdeacoa  of 

Taunton,  commissioners  for  that  purpose.  Accordingly 

they  ordained,   with  the  consent  of  the   prior  and 

convent,  that  Master  Simon  de  Lyme,  who  had  been 

already  instituted  by  the  ordinary  as  vicar  of  the  chapel 

of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  should  have,  hold,  and  enjoy, 

for  himself  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  all  and  singular 

the  portions  in  which  he  had  been  so  instituted. 

'  Walter  Haselshaw  was  first  dean,  then  bishop  of  Wells ;  sat 
ten  years,  and  lies  bnried  under  a  large  marble  slab,  in  the  body  of 
the  church  towards  the  north,  almost  over  against  the  pulpit.  He 
made  many  statutes,  which,  Richardson  adds,  are  yet  in  force.  His 
election  to  the  see  of  Wells  was  confirmed  by  the  royal  assent,  in 
1909,  the  30th  of  Edward  I.— Godwin's  Caiatogue  of  BUhop9y 
p«  300 — tUchariion  de  PrmmUbui  Jnglkt^  p.  375.    T. 
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The  ordination  of  this  vicarage  is  remarkable.  It 
allotted  not  a  dead  salary,  or  bare  pecuniary  pension, 
bdt  standiiij^  provisions  of  all  the  accommodations  for 
hnman  life,  as  meat,  drink,  horse,  corn,  hay,  &c.  It 
is  probable  that  most  other  vicaragfes  were  endowed  in 
the  same  way  ;  that  the  vicar  might  be  supported  in 
plenty  and  credit.  Yet,  for  greater  encouragement, 
there  was  asually  added,  as  an  overplus,  a  pension  in 
money. 

The  ordination  appointed,  that  the  vicar  should 
receive,  every  week  throughout  the  year,  tv^enty-one 
canonical  loaves,'  that  is,  three  loaves  a  day ;  and  forty- 
two  flagons  of  conventual  ale,  that  is,  six  flagons  a  day ; 
and  seven  loaves  of  choice  boulted  flour,  of  the  same 
weight  as  the  canonical  loaves;  and  twenty-eight 
loaves  of  fine  wheaten  flour  ;*  and  seven  flagons  of 
brisk  ale ;'  and  that  he  should  receive  every  year,  of 
the  prior  and  convent,  fifteen  marks  of  silver  ;  and  six 
loads  of  hay,  every  year,  and  seven  bushels  of  oats  per 
week,  for  the  support  of  his  horse ;  and  two  shillings^ 

*  By  caaoQical  loaves  I  understand  the  household  bread  used  by 
ihe  canons,  and  appointed  by  the  rnle  of  their  order — by  conven- 
tu&l  ale  the  common  boTerage  of  the  convent. '  T. 

*  Small  loaves  or  manchets^  which  in  those  days  were  generally 
called  eheie  bread,    T. 

'  Ale  of  a  superior  quality,  distinguished  anciently  by  the  name 
•f  Welch  ale.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  at  this  period  our  ancestors 
were  unacquainted  with  beer ;  the  knowledge  of  which,  together 
with  the  use  of  hops,  appears  to  hare  been  received  from  the 
Gennans,  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.— -5fe 
SpebnanU  Posthumous  Works ^  by  Gibson^  p.  147.     T. 

^  The  first  shillings  were  coined  by  Henry  VII.  in  1505  ;  but 
Ae  ienn  was  used  in  computatton  for  the  twentieth  part  of  a  pound 
as  early  u  the  elerentb  century,    T. 
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a  year  for  shoeing^  his  horse ;  and  likeviM  all  l^^aciea 
{>equeathed  to  him  in  the  parish;'  and  that  he  shoaM 
have  the  house  and  curtilage  occupied  by  his  prede- 
cessors ;  and  that  he  should  moreover  receive*  as  aa 
augmentation,  two  quarters  of  bread-corn  yearly,  from 
the  grange  or  granary  belonging  to  the  priory ;  that 
the  vicar,  on  his  part,  should,  by  himself,  or  cnratM, 
at  his  proper  charge,  serve,  or  cause  to  be  served,  tha 
chapels  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  of  Trendle,'  of  tha 
Castle,'  and  of  Fons«St.-6eorge  ;^  and  that  he  should 
find  a  resident  curate  for  the  chapel  at  Trendle^  at 
soon  as  the  parishioners  should  have  provided  « 
convenient  habitation  for  him ;  but  that,  for  the  ease 
of  the  vicar,  the  prior  should  appoint^  on  separate 

*  Mortuaries,  or  bequests  made  Co  the  church,  in  compeosatioa 
#f  such  tithes  and  oblations,  as  the  testators  were  supposed  to  hate 
forgotten  or  neglected  to  pay.    T. 

«  Now  Trull ;  part  of  which  constitutes  at  thb  day  a  tithing  cslled 
North  Trendle.««From  whatsYer  circumstance  the  parish  deriied 
tt$  name,  it  is  obserTable,  that  Truli  and  Trundle,  firom  IrmA^ 
Sa»»  a  bowl,  are  words  of  the  same  import,  signifying  to  roll  or 
twirl.     T. 

'  Probably  a  chapel  witUn  the  precincts  of  the  castio  of 
Taunton.    T. 

#  Wilton ;  the  manor  of  which  is  still  called  the  manor  of  Fons 
George.  The  two  names  appear,  at  first  sight  widely  different ;  but 
if  we  consider  that  Wilton  may  be  derired  from  nyff  or  oeMr  and 
Itm,  that  is  WelUTown,  and  that  the  church  is  dedicated  to  St 
Qeorge,  the  resemblance  is  obTious.  It  is  to  be  obierTed,  that 
▼ery  small  collections  of  houses  were  frequently  denominated  town# 
by  our  Saxon  ancestors;  so  Riiton,  or  Ruishton,  from  rMS,  or 
rush  that  is  Rush-Town ;  and  in  the  time  of  the  ancient  BritmiSi 
even  the  woods,  in  which  they  fortified  thenselTes  against  flio 
attacks  of  their  enemies,  were  hoaoaisd  with  that  ffiy^lattali— 
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itipendsy  one  secular  priest  for  the  service  of  Stoke 
and  Raishton,  another  for  the  service  of  Staplegrove 
and  St.  Jamesy  and  anotiier  for  that  of  Bishop's-Hull; 
with  this  reservation,  that  on  Sundays  and  solemn 
dajs,  as  often  as  occasion  required,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  prior,  with  permission  of  his  diocesan,  to 
celelMrate  mass  in  the  churches  of  Rnishton  and  St. 
James,  by  some  of  the  friars  belonging  to  the  convent. 
This  ordination  was  given  at  Taunton,  the  next 
Tuesday  after  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  (Nov.  5th)  1308, 
and  confirmed  by  the  bishop  at  Chew,  the  next 
Wednesday  after  the  feast  of  St.  Martin,  (Nov.  13tb,) 
in  the  sune  year. 

In  1314,  it  was  proposed  to  make  some  amend- 
ment, and  accordingly,  John,  then  prior  of  Taunton, 
empowered  friar  Thomas  de  Sutton,  one  of  his  fellow 
canons,  by  a  letter  of  attorney,  dated  in  the  chapter 
af  the  convent  at  Taunton,  the  4th  of  the  nones  of 
April,  to  consent  to  such  regulations  as  the  bishop  or 
his  commissioners  should  think  proper  to  appoint. 
But  ft  doesnpt  appear  that  any  amendment  was  made; 
for  the  original  ordination  was  confirmed  at  Wells, 
on  the  ides  of  April  following,  by  JobndeDrokeusford, 
then  hishop  of  the  diocese,  and  directed  to  be  in  all 
points  inviolably  observed. 

The  date  of  this  endowment  probably  gives  the  time 
when  this  church  was  built ;  at  least,  when  the  original 
part  of  the  edifice  was  raised.  For  the  two  outer  ailes, 
as  appears  from  the  date  on  the  porch,  were  built^  (or 
perhaps  one  of  them  only,  for  there  is  a  difference  in 
tiw  architeetor^)  in  1508. 
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CHANTRIBS  IN  ST.  MART  HAGDALEN'S  CHU&CH. 

Amongst  the  other  endowments,  dictated  by  the 
religion  of  the  times,  were  chantries ;  which  were 
little  chapels,  or  particular  altars,  in  cathedral,  colle- 
giate^ and  even  parochial  churches,  with  salaries  from 
lands,  or  other  revenues,  for  the  maintenance  of  one 
or  more  priests,  daily  to  sing  mass  and  perform  divine 
service  for  the  soul  of  the  donor,  and  such  as  he  should 
direct.  Seven  of  these  chantries  were  annexed  to 
St.  Mary  Magdalen*s  church.  At  the  dissolution  of 
the  religious  houses,  a  reserve,  by  way  of  pension  to 
the  priests  who  had  officiated  in  them,  was  made  out 
ef  the  revenues  of  these  chapels.  The  titles  of  those 
which  were  in  the  church  of  Taunton,  the  uaaies  of 
the  last  incumbents,  and  the  amount  of  the  yearly 
pensions,  in  1553,  stood  as  follows. 
8t.  Andrew,  ...  Henry  Bull,  -  -  5  0  0 
St.  Michael,  ...  John  Seyman,  -  4  16  0 
Holy  Trinity,  -  -  Ralph  Wylkins,  .600 
Holy  Cross  Fraternity,  W.  Trowbridge,'  4  0  0 
St.  Ethelred,  .  .  -  W.  Callowe,  -.500 
Virgin  Mary,  ...  John  Pytte,  -  -  4  0  0 
Twinges  Chantry,      -     Alexander  Maggot,  3  14    4 

In  the  21st  of  Richard  11.  Robert  Bathe  and 
Theophania,  his  wife,  gave  four  messuages  in  Taanton, 
to  the  use  of  the  fraternity  of  the  Holy  Cross,  in  the 
shurch  of  8t.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton/ 

*  CoUinson,  toI.  iii.  p.  338. 

*  From  the  archiTSs  of  Wells  cathedral. 

lUligioui  guilds  or  fntemities  were  assocbtions  of  laymso,  who 
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8t  Mary  Magdalen's  charch  is  a  spacious  oblong 
stnictare,  having  a  nave,  chancel,  and  fine  and  lofty 
tower  at  the  west  end.  The  principal  entrance  is 
under  b  pointed  arch  in  the  tower,  the  area  of  which 
forms  a  kind  of  porch,  which  is  separated  from  the 
nave  by  a  screen  of  fretwork,  in  wood  and  iron,  between 
the  doors  and  the  ends  of  which,  rise  in  the  inside, 
Corinthian  pilasters.  '  These,  in  a  modern  building, 
would  be  termed  an  elegant  piece  of  workmanship, 
but  in  an  ecclesiastical  structure,  where  the  arches 
and  every  attendant  ornament  are  in  a  style  so  totally 
opposite  to  the  Corinthian  order,  these  adjuncts  require 
only  to  be  seen  and  compared  with  the  original  style 
of  the  building,  to  shew  the  absurd  taste  of  those  who 
constructed  them. 

The  nave,  or  body  of  the  church,  is  divided  into  Jive 
ailes,  by  four  rows  of  clustered  columns,  supporting 
bluntly-pointed  arches.  This  is  a  remarkable,  and 
may  be  called  a  singular,  instance  of  church  archi- 
tecture. The  Saxons,  in  their  ecclesiastical  buildings, 
constructed  them  with  only  one  aile,  in  addition  to  the 
main  body  of  the  church,  and  this  aile  was  in  general 
on  the  north  side.  After  the  Normans  became  esta- 
blished in  England,  they  built  a  great  number  of 
monasteries  and  churches.  These  buildings  were  of 
large  and  magnificent  proportions,  and  were  con- 
stmcted  with  an  aile  on  each  side  of  the  main  body  of 
the  church.     The  writer  of  these  pages  has  not  seea 

sutiscTibed  to  a  fand  for  supporting  priests  at  a  particular  altar  in 
some  cliapel  of  a  cathedral  or  parochial  churchy  and  constituted 
ordioaoces  touching  the  same.  They  were  always  incorporated  by 
royal  licence  as  a  kind  of  collegiate  society,  haTtng  a  common  seal/ 
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however,  any  charch  constructed  with  five  ailcs,  bat  in 
the  instance  before  us. 

The  middle  aile,  or  main  body  of  the  church,  has 
on  each  side  seven  pillars,  composed  of  foar  equal 
cylinders,  supporting  eight  bluntly-pointed  arches, 
consisting  of  several  members.  The  capitals,  if  they 
may  be  so  called,  are  formed  by  cherubs. 

Over  each  of  the  arcades  of  the  middle  aile  there  is 
a  row  of  small  windows,  composed  of  four  lights  each. 
When  the  pointed-arch  style  was  introduced  into 
England  about  the  year  1250,  the  architects  of  our 
churches  imitated  the  Normans,  in  increasing^  the 
dimensions  of  every  part  of  their  structures;  and  having 
added  greatly  to  the  height,  they  were  obliged,  in  order 
to  procure  sufficient  light  for  the  middle  aile,  to  carry 
up  the  walls  mer  each  arcade,  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  windows.  The  Normans,  on  account  of 
the  strength  of  their  walls,  formed  a  gallery  over  their 
arcades  ;  and  the  architects  of  the  pointed-arch  style, 
where  the  strength  of  the  building  allowed,  adopted 
the  same  mode. 

The  space  between  the  windows  over  the  arcade  is 
filled  with  twelve  richly-ornamented  niches,  canopied, 
and  finished  with  delicately-formed  pilasters,  and 
small  pinnacles,  with  crockets,  ending  in  a  trefoil  head. 
These  niches  are  supposed  to  have  been  occupied, 
previously  to  the  reformation,  by  statues  of  the  twelve 
apostles.  In  one  of  the  columns  on  the  north  side  of 
the  middle  aile,  there  is  a  large  niche,  highly  decorated, 
similarly  with  the  smaller  ones  just  mentioned.  This 
has  been  imagined  to  have  been  occupied  by  a^fure 
of  the  patron  saint  of  the  church,  SU  Mary  Magdalen ; 
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bot  it  is  more  probable  tbat  this  niche  was  filled  with 
a  statue  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  or  with  a  cracifix. 

The  middle  aile,  and  the  two  ailes  immediately  next 
itf  are  undoubtedly  the  oldest  parts  of  the  church. 

The  two  outward  side-ailes,  and  the  porch  on  the 
sooth  side  of  the  church,  are  of  more  recent  construction. 
On  the  porch  there  is  the  date  1508,  from  which  it  is 
rea«>Dable  to  infer,  that  these  parts  of  the  fabric  were 
finiahed  in  that  year,  and  that  the  church  had  been 
then  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  these  two  ailes.  The 
porch  had  only  then  been  rebuilt  in  the  place  of  a 
former  one  pulled  down.  It  is  probable  that  as  the 
date  just  mentioned  was  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of 
king  Benry  the  seventh,  these  additions  might  give 
rise  to  the  opinion  that  the  tower  was  built  at  that  tiine. 
This  opinion  will  soon  be  shewn  not  to  be  well  founded, 
the  style  of  the  architecture  of  the  tower  being  totally 
different :  indeed  the  style  alone  will  point  out  the 
true  architect  of  such  a  beautiful  and  well-proportioned 
structure. 

The  tower  is  Jbuilt  in  that  style  which  has  been 
denominated  by  the  best  English  writers  upon  the 
subject,  the  *'  ornamented  gothic/'  Dr.  Toulmin  says 
that  ^'  it  was  most  probably  erected  by  king  Henry 
YII.  who,  when  he  came  to  the  crown,  rebuilt  many 
of  the  churches  in  Somersetshire,  in  the  style  of  the 
florid  ffoikiCf  in  reward  of  the  attachment  of  that  county 
to  the  Lancastrian  party,  in  the  civil  wars  between  the 
hoosca  of  York  and  Lancaster.'* 

Dr.  Toulmin*s  supposition,  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  erecting  this  tower,  is  one  with  which  the  editor  of 
these  pages  camiot  by  any  means  coincide.  The  tower 
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bears  every  character  of  having  been  erected  either 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  fourteenth,  or  the  beginning 
of  the  fifteenth  century.  This  opinion  is  confirmed  not 
only  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  tower,  but  also 
in  its  proportions,  in  its  ornaments,  and  in  all  its  parts, 
as  compared  with  other  structures  well  known  to  have 
been  built  during  the  period  alluded  to.  That  style 
which  bears  the  name  of  the  *'  florid  gothic,'*  was 
principally,  if  not  always,  confined  to  oratories,  porcbes, 
and  chapels,  but  more  particularly  to  sepulchral 
chapels,  which  were  erected  in  our  cathedral  and 
collegiate  churches.  The  principal  specimens  of  this 
style  are  king  Henry  the  seventh's  chapel  in  West- 
minster abbey,  bishop  Alcock's  chapel  in  Ely  cathedral, 
and  St.  George's  chapel,  Windsor.  There  is  certainly 
no  parish  church  in  the  whole  kingdom  that  exhibits 
a  complete  specimen  of  this  style  in  all  its  parts. 

That  the  tower  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  cbarch 
had  its  origin  about  the  time  above-mentioned,  that  is, 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  fourteenth  or  beginning  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  is  further  confirmed  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  manor  of  Taunton  was  always 
a  favourite  estate  of  the  bishops  of  Winchester,  whose 
property  it  is  in  right  of  their  episcopal  see ;  and  the 
editor  of  this  work  has  no  doubt  whatever,  that  WilHam 
of  Wykeham,  bishop  of  Winchester,  who  was  distin- 
guished for  his  skill  in  architecture,  was  the  founder 
of  this  tower,  sometime  between  the  years  1390  and 
1400,  and  that  it  was  not  only  built  under  his  auspices, 
but  from  a  plan  given  by  himself.     This  celebrated 
prelate  and  able  architect  owed  his  fame  and  rise  in 
the  world  to  his  superior  knowledge  of  mathematics ; 
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and  his  foundations  of  Winchester  college  and  New 
college,  Oxford,  yet  remain  splendid  monuments  of 
his  abilities  and  love  of  learning.  He  died  in  the 
y^ar  1404,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

The  tower  is  a  quadrangular  structure,  standing  at 
the  west  end  of  the  church,  and  has  evidently  been 
bailt  since  the  erection  of  the  main  part  of  the  edifice. 
It  is  divided  from  top  to  bottom  into  three  compart- 
ments, by  two  rows  of  quatrefoils,  and  the  middle 
compartment  is  subdivided  into  two  dii^isions,  by 
another  row  of  quatrefoils.'  Over  the  entrance  into 
the  church,  there  is  a  large  window,  divided  by  four 
muUions  into  five  lights,  the  upper  part  being  ramified 
into  hexagonal  tracery.  On  each  side  of  this  window 
there  are  two  niches,  canopied,  terminating  pyramid* 
dically,  with  crockets,  in  a  trefoil  head.  These  niches 
have,  at  some  former  period,^  been  enriched  with 
itatoes.  There  are  six  mock  windows  on  each  side  of 
the  tower,  under  pointed  arches,  and  with  hexagonal 
tracery  :  these  windows  are  composed  throughout  of 
stone  quatrefoils,  giving  the  whole  a  most  elegant 
appearance.  The  buttresses  terminate  at  the  windows 
of  the  belfrey  in  quadrangular  prisms,  the  finials 
ending  in  a  point,  with  crockets  on  the  angles.  The 
battlements  are  peculiarly  elegant,  being  formed  of 
open  tabernacle  work,,  aod  terminating  at  the  corn^s 
of  the  tower  in  lofty  pinnacles  of  the  most  delicatl^ 

'  The  qaatrefoil  was  an  imitation  of  the  primrose,  which,  being 
one  of  the  Sr^t  flowers  of  the  spring,  was  considered  as  the  har. 
biager  of  f vivified  natarc,  aiul  was  adopted  by  our  chur^rE 
a/tltfC^cfs  to  sii^nify,  emblematically,  that  (hi-  gospel,  the  harbinjjer 
of  peace  and  immorulity,  was  there  preached.  The  trefoil  was  the 
emblem  of  the  Trinity. 
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workmanship,  the  finials  ending  in  a  point,  the  angled 
ornamented  with  crockets,  and  each  pinnacle  sur- 
mounted with  a  vane. 

This  tower  is  the  admiration  of  every  beholder, 
but  more  especially  of  those  who  have  any  taste  for 
architectural  elegance.  The  site  of  the  church  is 
indeed  peculiarly  favourable  to  its  being  seen  to  the 
greatest  advantage;  the  spectator  looking  at  it  through 
Hammet-Street,  as  a  vista,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
sees  it,  with  its  beautiful  pro|>ortions  and  ornaments, 
its  lofty  battlements  and  pinnacles,  majestically  tower- 
ing above  all  the  surrounding  objects.' 

The  height  of  the  tower,  from  the  ground  to  the 
cornice,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet,  and  of 
the  pinnacles,  thirty-two  feet,  making  in  the  whole 
one  hnndred  and  fifty-three  feet.  From  its  top  there 
is  a  most  extensive  and  delightful  prospect  of  the  rich 
vale  of  Taunton-Dean^  which  may  justly  be  described 
as  '^  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.**  The  view 
embraces  the  seats  of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  the 
windings  of  the  river  Tone,  the  spires  and  steeples  of 
numerous  village  churches,  the  beautiful  scenery  of 
the  Blackdown,  Pickridge,  and  Cotheleston  hills,  the 
pillar  at  Burton-Pynsent,^  Glastonbury  tor,andAlfred*s 
tower,  at  Stourhead,  built  by  the  late  Mr.  Uoare. 

'  A  fine  etching  of  this  superb  structure  was  made  from  actnil 
admeasurement,  in  the  year  1806,  by  A.  P.  Moore,  of  f^ndon,an 
iogeniou 6  artist,  who  died  shortly  after.  The  plate  is  now  destroyad, 
and  the  etchings  are  become  very  scarce  and  valaable.— A  few  of  the 
remaining  copies  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Poole,  printer,  Taunton. 

*  This  pillar  was  erected,  by  the  late  earl  of  Chatham,  aa  a 
memorial  of  his  respect  for  sir  William  Pynsent,  who,  without  any 
personal  knowledge  of  him,  but  merely  from  the  high  opinion  he 
had  of  his  political  character^  had  left  him  the  property  at  Barton. 
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Tke  tower  is  furnished  with  a  peal  of  six  deep-toned 
bells,  and  with  chimes/  which  play  every  three  hours. 

The  inside  of  the  church  measures  ninety-eight  feet 
in  length,  by  eighty-six  feet  in  breadth  in  the  widest 
part;  and  from  the  termination  of  that  part  to  the 
communion  table  fifty  feet  in  length,  contracting  first 
into  fifty-six,  and  then  into  seventeen  feet  in  breadth. 
The  roof  of  the  middle  aile  is  well  worthy  of  the 
notice  of  the  curious  observer.  In  the  centre  of  this 
aile  stand  the  reading  desk  and  pulpit,  beautifully 
enriched  with  carved  work.  In  some  of  the  windows 
are  the  remains  of  ancient  painted  glass. 

This  church  is  adorned  with  a  fine  and  well-toned 
organ,  built  by  subscription  in  1709;*  it  is  neatly 
and  commodiously  pewed,  and  with  the  galleries  is 
calculated  to  hold  a  very  numerous  congregation.^ 

The  records^  of  the  parish  are  reposited  in  the  north- 

'  Jnne  9d,  1711,  a  new  clock  and  chimes  put  op  in  St.  Marj 
Magdalen's  tower.-^Dr.  ToulminU  MSS. 

*  Jan.  Sd,  1700,  tlie  organ  lately  bailt  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen's 
ckarcky  was  opened.->-l>r.  TotUmMs  MSS* 

'  The  old  tattered  colours  of  the  3Sd  regiment  of  foot,  under 
whidi  they  were  engaged  in  sereral  actions,  daring  the  revolutionary 
war  with  North.  America,  are  hung  vp  in  the  chancel  of  this  church. 
On  die  arriral  of  that  Disgiment  in  this  town,  alter  the  peace  of 
178S,  they  had  new  eolonrs  ptesenced  td  them,  whidi  were  con* 
•eenled  bere,  and  the  old  ones  deposited  in  the  vestry.  The  actions 
In  ^uch  the  33d  regiment  was  engaged  under  these  colours  io 
America,  were  those  of  Brooklyn,  in  Long  Island,  Aug.  37th,  1776 ; 
Bmndywioe,  Sept  11th,  1777;  6erman.Town,  Oct.  4th,  1777 ; 
Freefidd,  on  the  retreat  from  Philadelphia,  Jnne  2Sth,  1777; 
Caaiden,  under  Lord  Comwallis,  Aug.  16th,  1780;  Guilford, 
Merd  16tfi,  1781 ;  and  in  the  defence  of  York-Town,  1781. 

*  Among  tbeee  reconb,  diere  is  an  old  charch.book,  in  which 


d 
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east  part  of  the  church,  where  there  is  a  small  vestry- 
room.     The  apartment  over  the   porch,  called   the 

are  the  following  remarkable  charges,  and  a  curious  iuTentoiy  of 
the  plate  then  belonging  to  the  church  : — 

Jaij  1,  1688.  Paid  for  ringing  on  the  thanksgiTing^j  for 
the  birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales,   two  pounds. 

Jan.  12,  1680.  Paid  Hillard  (the  parish  sexton)  for  burying 
the  church  plate,  two  shillings  and  siz.pence. 

The  weight  and  inscriptions  of  the  communion  plate  are  as 
follow : — 

1.  One  large  silver  flagon,  weighing  seTentj-seven  oz.  one  dwt« 
haTing  this  inscription  ;  <<  November  the  20th,  1630.  The  gnifte 
of  Mris.  Grace  Portman  to  the  parish  of  Tauntou  Magdeleo,  to 
bee  used  at  the  communion  for  eter."  Over  this  inscription 
there  is  engraven  a  castle  in  an  escutcheon.  On  the  top  of  the 
cover  there  is  I.  H.  S.  surrounded  by  a  glory,  and  on  the  bottom 
the  initials  6.  P.  between  which  is  the  Portman  crest,  a  flear.de- 
lys,  nnder  which  is  the  date,  1630. 

2.  3.  Two  silver  flagons,  gilt,  one  weighing  forty.three  oz.  and 
five  dwts.  the  other  weighing  forty.four  oz.  ten  dwts.  having 
this  inscription  on  each:  Eccliae  parochialt  Stas.  MariSfi  Magdal^ns 
de  Taunton,  ibi  natus  educates  Guil.  Smyth,  S.  T.  P.  coll.  Wad. 
hami,  Oxon.  nnper  guardtanus,  in  sacrosejus  usus  donavit.  1630." 
Under  this  inscription  is  the  castle,  as  on  the  large  flagon,  and  on 
the  covers  are  the  letters  I.  H.  S.  surrounded  by  a  glory. 

4.  5.  Two  silver  chalices,  gilt,  one  weighing  twenty  oz.  ten  dwts. 
the  other  twenty  os.  fifteen  dwts.  having  this  inscription  on  each, 
<<  Deo  et  ecclesiae  sacrum.  Robertas  Hill,  Londinensis,  olira  hnjus 
parochie  alummis,  dedithanc  calicem  pise  memorisB  ergo.''  Under 
this  inscription  is  the  castle  as  before.  One  of  these  chalices  is 
dated  October  4th,  1630;  the  other  October  25th,  1630.  Onthe 
bottom  is  ^'Burgus  et  yilla  de  Taunton."  The  covers  of  tiiese 
chalices  have  on  their  tops  the  letters,  I.  H.  S.  surrounded  by  a 
glory,  and  weigh,  one  eight  oz.  ten  dwts.  the  other  nine  oz. 

6.  A  silver  salver,  weighing  sixteen  oz.  two  dWts*  with  tiife 
inscription,  surrounding  an  engraving  of  tiie  castle,  <^  Christoet 
ecclesias  sacra.     Burgas  et  villa  de  Taunton.    Fattaam  hancpkb- 
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sanctorum^  has  not  for  time  immemorial  been 
appropriated  to  any  religious  or  parochial  use.  The 
inclosed  part  on  the  north-west,  called  the  consistory, 
is  used  by  the  archdeacon  of  Taunton,  when  he  holds 
his  visitation  here. 

The  vicarage  of  Taunton  St.-Mary-Magdalen  is 
in  tbe  patronage  of  Edward  Berkeley  Portman,  esq* 
of  Bryanston-house,  in  the  county  of  Dorset. 


UST   OF    THC   VICARS   OF   ST.   MARY  MAGDALEN^ 
TAUNTON.' 

When  registers  were  first  kept  in  this  parish,  -'- — 
Dowel  was  vicar.     He  was  succeeded  by 

Thomas  Woodland,  Oct.  1568.     He  died  1604. 

John  Goodwin,  D.  D.  1604. 

Edward  Clark,  March,  1628.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  pious  and  learned  man,  and  was  succeeded  by 

Greorge  Newton,  Jan.  1631. 

He  wu  a  natire  of  Devonshire,  and  was  born  in  1602.  Ho 
begaa  his  ministrj  at  Bishop's-Hull,  near  Taunton,  and  was  pre« 
sented  to  this  Ticarage  by  sir  William  Portman  and  Mr.  Robert 


lico  somptn  obtnlemnt  hujusce  ecclesie  gnardiani,  in  festo  pasche, 
anno  Domini,  1600.'' 

7«S.Two  siWer  alms  plates,  one  weighing  nine  oz.  eleTen 
dwts.  the  other  nine  oz.  thirteen  dwts.  inscribed  *<  Taunton  Saint. 
Maiy.Magdaten  communion  plate.'' 

The  whole  of  this  plate  is  deposited  with  the  senior  church, 
warden,  and  is  well  and  carefully  preserved  in  strong  leather  cases^ 
in  a  large  chest. 

^  From  the  parish  register  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  Dr.  TonL» 
mitt's  MSS.  \ 

The  oldest  register  remaining  of  this  parish  for  burials,  begin! 
Jnmtf  155B;  for  marriages^  August,  1558 '3  and  for  baptisms^ 
February,  1558. 
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HiU.  When  the  <<  Book  of  Sf)ortt"  came  out,  hj  order  of  councU, 
io  the  rdgn  of  Charles  the  first,  and  was  commanded  to  be  read  in 
churches,  he  toid  his  congregation,  that  he  read  this  book  as  the 
commandments  of  men ;  and  he  then  immediately  read  the  20th 
chapter  of  Exodus,  as  the  commandments  of  Goo ;  but  as  these 
happened  to  be  contradictory  to  each  other,  he  acquainted  the 
people,  they  were  at  liberty  to  choose  which  they  liked  best.  In 
the  time  of  the  cini  commotions,  when  Taunton  became  the  seat  of 
war,  he  spent  a  year  or  two  at  St  AlbAn's,  in  Hertfordshire,  and 
preached  in  the  abbey  church  there ;  but  some  time  after  the  famous 
si^  was  raised,  he  returned  to  his  chaise,  with  two  or  three  other 
ministers  who  had  accompanied  him  in  his  absence.'  His  preach, 
ing  was  plain,  profitable,  and  successful.  He  was  eminent  for  his 
medLuess  and  prudence,  and  kept  out  of  Taunton  those  dirisions 
that  did  so  much  mischief  in  other  places.  In  1664,  he  was^  by 
ordinance  of  parliament,  one  of  the  assistants  to  the  commissioners 
for  ejecting  scandalous.  Ignorant,' and  InsuiBcient  ministers  -  and 
schoolmasters.  By  the  act  of  uniformity  he  was  deprlTcd  of  his 
lifing ;  but  after  he  was  silenced,  con?inced  that  it  was  his  duty 
ta  continue  his  ministry,  he  took  care  to  preach  at  those  times 
when  he  might  be  least  exposed ;  but  notwithstanding  his  caution, 
he  was  apprehended  for  preaching,  and  imprisoned  for  sereral 
years.     After  he  obtidned  his  liberty,  he  became  the  first  pastor  of 


'  In  Morgan's  Phmnix  Britannicus,  (?ol  i.  p.  81,  83,)  there  is 
the  following  statement  :— 

<<  St.  Mar^  Magdakn,  Jug.  0,  1040.— Alexander  HOI,  of 
Taunton,  in  tiie  county  of  Somerset,  gent,  to  settle  twenty  ponnds 
per  annum,  for  cTer,  upon  the  church  of  Mary  Magdalen  aforep 
said,  for  which  the  whole  fine  of  one  hundred  ninety.two  pounds 
eight  shillings,  is  remitted." 

To  understand  this,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  during  the 
Cromwell  usurpation,  all  royalists  were  termed  malignants  and 
delinquents,  and  were  hearily  fined.  At  6oldsmith's«hal1,  in 
London,  there  sat  commissioners  for  compositions  with  deUnqnents, 
who  purchased,  by  this  means,  a  rerenue  for  incitasing  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  ministers  of  the  church. 
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tlie  coDgregaiion  mt  Paul's  meeting,  ia  PauUttreet,  in  Hits  towo^ 
•ometiiiie  between  1073  and  1677.  He  died  June  12,  1681,  ageA 
79.  His  works  were,  *^  Ad  Eiposition  and  Notes  on  the  17th 
chapter  of  John,''  folio  ;  *'  The  Christian's  character  epitomised^ 
a  sermon  on  Psalm  xcl.  t.  16."  ^^  A  sermon  at  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Allejne,  and  an  account  of  his  life ;"  <^  A  sermon  at  the 
funeral  of  lady  Farewel ;"  and  <^  A  thanksgiving  sermon,  on  the 
11th  of  May." 

Emaouel  Sharpe,  April,  1663« 
The  father  of  this  gentleman,  dying  in  possession  of  the  rectory  of 
Badialton,  left  him  the  advowson,  of  which  he  was  depri?ed  till  the 
restoration,  and  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  fire  chil. 
dren^  were  forced  to  spin  for  a  liYelihood.  During  the  Cromwdl 
usurpation  be  wandered  up  and  down  Devonshire,  traching  school 
at  Dipford,  Ugbrook,  and  Dartmouth.  A  great  man  offered  him 
preferment  if  he  would  gire  up  his  principles,  but  he  refused  it  on 
such  terms.  He  retired  at  last  to  Marldon,  which  is  a  chapelry 
belonging  to  the  vicarage  of  Painton,  where  he  found  quiet  and 
support  until  the  restoration,  when  he  not  only  enjoyed  Badialton, 
bat  obtained  this  ricarage.  He  died  1670,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church.  Walker  says  he  was  a  learned  man,  of  a 
sober  and  very  eiemplary  conversation. 

William  Cross,  B.  D.  February,  1679.  Buried  ia 
November,  1683. 

Walter  Harte,  M.  A.    November,  1683. 

He  was  also  fellow  of  Pembroke  college,  Oxford ;  prebendary  of 
Welli  ;  and  canon  of  Bristol.  Refusing  to  take  the  oaths  at  the 
revolntioa,  he  lost  all  his  preferments ;  and  retiring  to  Kentbury, 
in  Berkshire,  he  remained  there  till  his  death,  February  10,  I73O9 
at  the  great  ago  of  05.'      He  was  regarded  as  a  principal  pillar  of 


'  He  had  a  son  of  both  his  names,  who  was  author  of  a  coUec. 
don  of  poems,  with  many  curious  emblematical  engravings,  called 
<<  The  Amaranth,"  printed  in  1707,  in  an  octavo  volume.  He  was 
a  canon  of  Windsor,  and  is  better  known  for  his  ^*  History  of  the 
Life  of  GustaTus  Adolphus,''  a  work  very  valuable  for  the  variety 
and  authenticity  of  the  materials  whidi  are  there  collected^  bnt  which 
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the  noDJ vring  cause.  It  is  a  remarkable  circninstancey  and  deserripy 
of  being  perpetuated,  as  conferring  equal  honour  on  all  the  parties^ 
that  the  three  successors  of  bishop  Ken,  the  great  friend  of  Mr* 
Harte,  Kidder,  Hooper,  and  Wynn,  all  contri? ed  that  he  should 
fecei?e  the  profits  of  his  prebend  of  Wells,  so  lung  as  he  lived* 
There  are  two  engraved  portraits  of  Mr*  Uarte,  the  first,  vhea 
be  was  in  his  39th  year,  1685,  engraved  by  Hibbart,  after  Zelmaa, 
and  the  other,  inscribed  ^^  Macarius,"  a  small  head-piece,  in  his 
son's  book,   called  <<  The  Amaranth." 

Richard  Doble,  1690.     Resigned  1695. 

Nathaniel  Markwick,  Oct.  1695.    Resigned  1703. 

He  was  author  of  two  volumes  of  tracts  on  the  Seventy  Weeks 
of  Daniel,  the  Apocalyptic  Visions,  &c.  He  was  esteemed  a  man 
of  extraordinary  piety,  and  is  said  to  have  had  no  other  motive  for 
resigning  his  vicarage,  than  his  inability  to  effect  the  spiiHnal 
improvement  of  his  parishioners  to  the  extent  oT  his  wishes. 

Thomas  Gale,  April,  1703.    Buried  October,  1727. 

John  Boswell,  A.  M.  October,  1727. 

This  gentleman  was  descended  from  the  family  of  the  Bos  wells, 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  was  born  at  Dorchester,  Jan.  23,  1698. 
He  was  educated  at  Abbey.Milton  school,  in  Dorsetshire,  under 
the  Rev.  George  Marsh  ;  was  entered  of  Baliol  college,  Oxford, 
and  a  commoner  in  the  same  house.  He  did  not  take  his  bachelor's 
degree  till  1720,  being  called  away  from  college  to  be  tutor  to  lord 
Rinnaird.  He  took  his  master's  degree  at  St.  John's  college, 
Cambridge ;  was  ordained  deacon  by  Dr.  Potter,  bishop  of  Oxford, 
In,  Christ.Church,  Oxford,  and  priest,  at  Wells,  by  Dr.  Hooper, 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  He  was  presented  to  the  liring  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  by  Henry  Portman,  esq.  in  October,  1727. 
His  other  preferment  was  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  church  of 


much  disappointed  the  expectation  of  the  public,  in  respect  of  the 
slyle  and  manner  in  which  it  is  written.  But  t|ie  learning  and  amiable 
qualities  of  Mr.  Harte,  added  to  hia  filial  piety,  gite  the  man  a  high 
place  in  the  estimation  of  those  whose  judgments  may  dispose  then^ 
not  to  think  so  CavouxAbly  of  the  author. ^^Nobk^ a  Granger^  toL 
ill*  p,  147. 


HISTORY   OF  TAUNTON.  141 

Wells.  He  died  in  Jane,  1756,  aged  58. — In  the  year  1730,  he 
published  a  sermon,  on  Psalm  xti.  7,  preached  on  the  anniversary  ' 
of  king  Charles  the  second's  restoration.  In  1738,  there  appeared 
from  his  pen  (he  (irst  part  and  first  Tolume  of  *^  A  Method  of 
Stady  ;  or  an  Useful  IJbrary  :"  containing  short  directions,  and  a 
catalogue  of  books,  for  the  study  of  seteral  valuable  parts  of 
learning,  namely,  geography,  chronology,  history,  classical.leam. 
ing,  natural  philosophy,  painting,  architecture,  and  heraldry. 
The  author  professes  that  his  view,  in  this  work,  was  to  assist  poor 
clergymen  in  their  studies,  and  to  induce  young  gentlemen  to  look 
into  books.  The  plan  he  pursued  was  to  point  out  the  chief  partico. 
lara  necessary  to  be  known  in  several  useful  parts  of  learning,  and 
to  prescribe  a  method  for  acquiring  them.  To  this  end  he  recom* 
mends  such  books  as  treat  of  them,  lays  down  the  order  in  which 
they  should  be  read,  attempts  a  character  of  each,  and  points  out 
their  peculiar  excellencies.  In  1743,  Mr.  Boswell  gave  to  the  public 
the  second  i>artand  second  volume  of  his  ^'  Method  of  Study."  The 
study  of  divinity  is  the  subject  of  this  volume;  and  the  particular 
topics  discussed  are  the  rise  of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  the  duties 
of  the  ministerial  functions,  natural  and  revealed  religion  :  the 
chapter  on  the  last  head  includes  a  discourse  on  the  heathen  oracles^ 
and  miracles^  and  some  remarks  on  Mr.  Sale's  ^^  Strictures''  on 
Dr.  Prideaux'fl  ^<  Life  of  Mahomet ;"  and  it  is  followed  by  a 
dissertation  on  the  resemblance  between  the  sacred  and  profane 
account  of  things.  Mr.  Boswell  designed  a  third  volume,  on  the 
reading  of  the  scriptures,  and  on  the  doctrine  and  constitution  of 
the  church  of  England,  with  a  dissertation  on  the  Assyrian  empire ; 
but  never  published  it.  This  work  shews  the  author's  learning ; 
but  the  utility  of  it  is  now,  in  a  great  measure,  superseded,  by  the 
progreu  of  knowledge,  and  the  publication,  since  its  appearance, 
of  many  treatises  on  the  different  parts  of  science,  much  superior 
to  those  which  it  recommends.  Mr.  Boswell  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  good  scholar,  and  excelled  in  a  proper  and  graceful  pro. 
nunciation  in  the  pulpit  and  the  desk. 

AViUiam  Chafin,  Nov.  1756.  Resigned  Jane,  1803. 
Francis  Hunt  Clapp,  July  1803.    Died  OcU  1818. 
Henry  Bower,  M,  A.  chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Rose- 
berry,  Aprils  1819» 
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IN  ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN'S  CHURCH. 


S«ered  to  the  Memorj  of 

Major.General  ROBERT  DOUGLAS, 

Who  died  June  7th,  1798,  Aged  54, 

Siocerelj  regretted  by  all  his  Relatives  k  Friends. 

After  serving  hit  Coontry  Forty  Years 

In  all  quarters  of  the  Globe, 

He  fell  a  Victim  to  the  fatal  effects  of  Climate. 

His  Remains  lie  Interred  near  this  Spot. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  his  Son,  John  Douglas, 

Captain  in  the  54th  Regt.  of  Foot, 

Who  died  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  at  St.  Kitt's,  Joly  11th,  1796, 

In  the  32d  Year  of  his  Age. 

This  tribute  of  gratitude  is  erected  by  her 

Who  lives  to  deplore  the  loss 

Of  the  best  of  Husbands 

And  a  beloved  Son. 


Within  a  Vault  in  the  adjoining  Church.yard, 

On  the  east  side,  are  deposited  the  mortal  llemains 

Ofthe  Rev.  THOMAS  COOKES,   Rector  of  Notgrove^ 

And  late  of  Barbourne. House,  in  the  County  of  Worcester. 

He  departed  this  life  in  the  74th  Year  of  his  age. 

On  the  first  of  December,  1809. 

Those  of  the  present  generation,  who  recollect  him  while  living, 

Will,  In  the  remembrance  of  his  many  benevolent  actions, 

Feel  for  the  loss  that  has  been  sustained  by  the  poor 

And  the  distressed; 

Who  Invariably  recognized  in  him  their  unaffected  Friend 

And  disinterested  Patron. 

And  may  those  who  are  yet  unborn, 

And  to  whom  the  virtues  of  the  dear  Object 

Whom  we  here  commemorate  were  unknown. 

Reap  from  the  perusal  of  this  tablet 

The  only  tdfaatage  of  the  comfortable  and  most  consoling  truth) 

That  a  Life, 

Which  wu  spent  In  charitable  and  virtnous  actions, 

Was  at  length,  in  the  fulness  of  years, 

Closed  by  a  Death 
Fall  of  Hope  and  pions  Resignation. 
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In  Memory  of 

GEORGE  HART,  Esq. 

R.  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  H.  M.  Fleet, 

Wlio  departed  this  Life  98tb  April,  1819,  in  his  60th  year; 

In  bis  Profession,  zealous,  intrepid,  humane, 

A  fond  Father,  an  affectionate  Husband,  a  pious  Christian. 

Also  of  Mart-Anne, 

His  fourth  Daughter, 

Who  departed  this  Life  on  the  8th  Jane,  1813, 

In  her  18th  Year, 

After  a  lingering  Illness, 

Which  her  amiable  Disposition  and  pious  Mind 

Enabled  her  to  bear  with  Patience  and  Resignation. 

Also  of  HENR  V.CHICHESTER, 

His  only  Son, 

Who  on  the  30th  June,  1813,  and  the  94th  Year  of  his  Age, 

A  Lt.  of  the  Rojal  Nary  and  first  of  H.  M.  S.  Venus, 

Was  cut  off,  in  the  Execution  of  his  Duty, 

In  Carlisle  Bay,  Barbadoes ; 

BoloTed  and  regretted  by  his  Brother  OffioerSy 

His  Ship's  Company,  and  all  who  knew  him. 

This  is  erected 

By  Annb,  the  Widow  and  Mother  of  the  deceased, 

A  feeble  bnt  sincere  Token  of  her  Affection  and  Regret. 

Also  of  ANNE  HART,  the  Wife  of 

Rear.Admiral  Hart,  who  died  the  31st  of  March,  1815, 

Aged  60  Years. 


Sacred    to    the  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  SWEET, 

Who,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 

Whicli  he  bore  with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation, 

Departed  this  Life, 

April  20tb,  1803,  Aged  50. 

He  was  an  affectionate  Husband, 

And  a  tender  Father. 

Also  of  his  two  Sons, 

William  and  Thomas, 

Whom  it  pleased  ProTidence 

To  take  from  this  World,  just  as  they  were  entering 

Upon  its  actire  duties. 

William  died  August  Ist,  1807,  Aged  21. 

Thomas  died  Sept.  32d,  1808,  Aged  30. 


ANNE,  the  Wife  of  William  db  Visme, 

Of  Hatcb.Beattchamp,  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  Esq. 

She  died  the  16th  July,  1799,  aged  27  Years. 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory 

Of  the  Reverend  MATTHEW  WARREN, 

A  most  Tenerable  Divine ; 

Learned  without  pride, 

Pious  without  Ostentation,  Prudent  without  Snbtiity, 

Facetious  without  rudeness, 

Grave  without  austerity,  Zealous  without  Fanaticism  ; 

Who,  descended  from  the  ancient  Earls  of  Warren, 

Embraced  with  a  most  cordial  affection, 

lib  friends,  his  mighbours,  and  the  whole  Church  of  Christ, 

He  was  of  a  graceful  aspect, 

Of  a  polite  and  gentle  disposition,  and  of  the  sweetest  manners. 

Elegance,  Candour,  and  Modesty, 

Ran  through  his  Discourses. 

Born  at  Otterford  in  the  County  of  Devon, 

Educated  at  Oxford, 

Taunton  was  a  long  time  the  Field  of  his  Labours, 

Where  he  was  Pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  Congregatioo. 

He  also  instructed 

Many  young  Men  in  Piety  and  sacred  Learning  ; 

Which  double  offices 

He  discharged  faithfully,  diligently,  soberly, 

Peaceably,  and  with  much  praise, 

Until  the  14th  day  of  June,    1706, 

When  Goo  called  htm  to  his  heavenly  Rest. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  FRAITNCEIS,  Esq. 

Son  of  John  Fraunceis  Gwyn,  Esq.  and  Sarah,  his  wife, 

Of  Ford-Abbey, 

In  the  County  of  Devon, 

Who    departed    this   life 

November  3d,  1815, 

Aged  41  Years. 


ELIZABETH  and  HANNAH  GARDNER, 
Daughters  of  John  Gardner,  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  B^. 

Interred  together,  August  18th,  1665. 
Here  lie  two  plants  twisted  by  death  in  one. 
When  that  was  dead  could  this  survive  alone  ? 
They  were  heav'n  ripe,  and  therefore  gone,  we  find 
Ripe  fruit  fall  off  while  raw  doth  stick  behind. 
They  are  not  lost,  but  in  those  joys  remain. 
Where  friends  may  see  and  joy  In  them  again. 
(Their  age) 

If  Here  Learn  to  Die  betlMcs  Least  happILLIe, 
%  Ere  yce  begin  to  UYe  y^  CoMe  to  Pye. 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

ANN, 

Third  Danghter  of  Robert  Ord, 

Late  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland, 

By  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  John  Darnell,  Knt. 

And  Wife  of  Angus  Macdonald,  M.  D. 

Of  this  Place. 

In  whom  were  combined 

With  the  utmost  Suavity  of  Manners, 

Piety  without  Bigotry, 

Good  Sense  without  Affectation. 

Endeared  to  all  who  knew  her, 

She  was  taken  from  this  World 

Tfce  16th  of  October,  1801,  aged  64  Years. 

This  humble  Tribute  to  her  Memory 

Is  erected  by  her  Affectionate  Husband* 

Also  in  Commemoration  of 

KENNETH  MACKENZIE, 

Of  Dolphinton  in  Scotland,  Advocate, 

A  Young  Man 

Endeared  by  his  amiable  Qualities 

And  public  Virtues  to  all  who  knew  hinu 

He  departed  this  life  at  the  House 

Of  his  Uncle,  Dr.  Macdonald, 

The  23d  of  Noyember,    1806,  Aged  28  Years. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the 

Rer.  FRANCIS    HUNT  CLAPP, 

Vicar  of  Taunton  Saint  Mary  Magdalen, 

Who  departed  this  life 

October  19th,  1818,  Aged  69  Years. 


Major.Gcncral  ROBERT  DOUGLAS, 

Who  departed  this  life  the  7th  of  June,  1798,  aged  54  years. 

Also  the  remains  of  ANNA  MARIA, 

Daughter  of  the  above. 

Who  died  May  3d,  1808,  aged  24. 

Also  the  remains  of  Mrs.  ANN  TYNDALL, 

Aunt  to  the  above  Anna  Maria  Douglas, 

Who  died  June  24th,  1809,  aged  64. 

JOHN  BUNCOMBE, 
Apothecary,  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life  January  the  8tt, 
17S5,^ed  61  Years.    Also  JOAN,  wife  of  the  abore  Johw 
Bvjrconc^  who  departed  this  life  Dec,  5th,  1787,  aged  C3  years. 

Is 
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M    S 

GEORGU  LANGLEY, 

Rufi  et  Elizabeths   Uxorls 

Fit  it  uniciy 

Adolescentis  eximiis  ? irtutibuf  ornatiy 

Quippe  cui 

Ad  Christ!  Domini  iiastri  instituta  scite  colenduin, 

Ad  Christiani  bomiiiis  oftcia  honeste  obeandnm, 

Nee  indole  bona  nee  labor 

Deerat  pias. 
Cum  quibuscunque  erat  una, 
IpBc,  velut  profectiori  «tatt>,  ▼itaro  instituebat ; 
Socib  melioris  notae  se  gerebat  facilem  ; 
Cam  iDgeniis  perditis  strtnue  roniictabatur, 
Nee  ill  ea  re  animus 
Unquam  vaetllabat. 
Hunc  juvenem  pium  et  propositi  tenaccm 
JEtas,  sodales,  omolumenta,  mores,  tempora, 
Haud  facerent 
Ut  Cselum  hodierna  peteret  stultitia, 
Aut  mente  quati  posset  solida. 
Id  Arte  Chirurgica  adeo  profecit, 
Ut  orones  uno  ore  omnia  bona  dicere  ; 
Omnes  fortuuas  eorum  laudare, 
Qui  gnatum,  eheu  I  haberent 
Tali  ingenio  prasditum. 
Abi,  Lector, 
Et,  ad  bujus  ogregii  adolescentis 
Exemplar, 
Disce  fivere, 
Ditce  mori* 
ObiiilS^  Calend.  Januarii,  1753, 
Anno  i£tatis  2%^ 

(IN  EJ^CmLISB.) 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 

or  GEORGE  LANGLEY, 

Only  Son 

or  Rufus  Langley  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife ; 

A  Youth  adorned  with  extraordinary  Virtues, 

And  one  in  whom 

Neither  a  good  disposition  nor  pious  exertions 

Were  wanting 

For  a  due  obser?anee  of  the  ordinaneos  of  our  Lord, 

And  a  laudable  discbarge  of  the  Duties  of  a  Christian. 

In  whatever  company  he  was, 

He  conducted  himself  like  one  of  a  more  adTWiced  age; 

And  white  he  readily  complied  with  the  wishes  of  the  Tirtiio»s, 
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He  brarely  resisted  the  importunities  of  the  profligate ; 

Nor  in  this  respect  did  his  heart  ever  wayer, 

Youth,  company,  advantage,  the  times,  the  manners, 

Were  all  equally  incapable 

Of  Inducing  this  pious  and  steady  young  man 

To  insult  HeaYen  with  the  folly  of  the  present  days, 

Or  of  shaking  his  firm  Resolution. 

In  the  Art  of  Surgery  he  made  such  Proficiency, 

That  all  with  one  accord  said  every  thing  in  his  praise; 

And  all  extolled  the  good  Fortune  of  those 

Who  had,  alas  I  a  Son 

Endowed  with  such  a  Disposition. 

Reader,  go,  and  after 

The  Example 

Of  this  excellent  Youth, 

Learn  to  live, 

Learn  to  die. 

He  d^arted  this  Life  the  20th  of  Dec.  1753, 

In  the  22d  year  of  his  Age. 


(OJ)r  A  BRASS  PLATE.) 

Here  Christopher  Saunders  daughter  sleeps  under  this  marble  stone, 
Whose  Christian  lyfe  and  godly  end  to  God  and  world  is  known. 
She  Efeiior  by  name  was  call'd,  and  eke  was  Lewis  Pope's  Wyfe, 
With  whome  in  all  humility  and  lo?e  she  led  her  Lyfe. 
Adroidst  the  bitter  panges  of  death  at  no  tyme  did  she  cease. 
To  parents  and  to  husband    both  bequeathing  love  and  peace; 
And  strengthned  she  above  all  strength  did  suffer  paines  with  joye, 
Embracinge  Christ,  bid  world  adieu,  but  kept  her  unborne  boy. 
Obiit  12  Decemb.  1595. 

SIMON  SAUNDERS,  Gentleman, 
Of  Taunton,  who  deceased  the  first  of  Maye,  anno  Domini  1591. 

Vif  it  post  funere  Tirtus. 

Thy  corpse  in  grare  enclosed, 

Cannot  thy  deeds  commend : 
Thy  hundred  pound  by  will  disposed, 

Shall  to  the  worlde's  end. 
Thou,  living,  cladst  the  naked  back, 

Thou,  dying,  didst  proTide ; 
For  erer  to  supply  this  lack, 

At  thy  appointed  tyde. 
God  grant  that  this  thy  bounty  rare 

May  good  disposers  find : 
Not  slothful  to  perform  thb  care 

According  to  thy  mind. 
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ELIZABETH, 
The  wife  of  Simon  Saunders,  who  departed  this  life  the  5th  Daj 
of  July,  1736,  aged  37  years. 
Also  CHARLES  STUBBS, 
Who  departed  this  life  the  1st  Day  of  April,  1769,  aged  52  Tears. 
Bless'd  be  the  Lord  for  all,  my  Husband  deary 
BlessM  be  thy  Memory  for  thy  Love  sincere; 
With  Patience,  Mildness,  Charity  possest. 
For  etery  Goodness  by  thy  friends  caressed. 
When  all  thy  Virtues  to  my  mind  I  call, 
I  cannot  but  lament  thy  sudden  fall ; 
Man's  life  is  measured  by  his  works,  not  days. 
And  life  Immortal  crowns  all  Mortal  Praise. 


Here  under  lyeth  buried  the  body  of 
RICHARD  HUISH,  Esq. 
Borne  in  Taunton,  and  anciently  descended  of  the  familie  of  the 
Huyshes  of  Denyford  in  the  Countie  of  Somerset.  He  founded 
the  Hospital  in  Mawdelyn  Lane  in  Tawnton  for  thirteene  poor 
men,  begunne  by  himselfe,  in  his  li?e  tyme,  and  finished  by  his 
executors  after  his  death  ;  and,  (for  reliefe  of  the  said  poore  men) 
he  gate  by  his  last  will  one  hundred  and  three  poonds  by  the 
yearc  for  ever  ;  yssuing  out  of  certaine  howses  and  tenements  in 
the  Black  Fryars,  London,  and  also  by  his  sayd  will,  he  gare 
one  hundred  pounds  a  yeare  for  ever  out  of  the  sayd  tenements 
for  the  maintenance  of  fyvc  schollars  of  his  name  of  Haysh 
and  kindred  at  one  or  both  of  the  universitys  of  Oxford  or 
Cambridge,  and  dyed  in  the  true  faythe  of  Christ  Jesus,  xxiiL 
day  of  February,  anno  Damini  1615. 

Orate  pro  anima  JOHANNIS  TOOSE,  Mercatoris,  Tantonie, 
qni  obiit  19  die  mcnsis  Aprtlis,  anno  Salutis,  1502,  cnjus  anime 
propicietur  Deus,  Amen. 

T%ai  i>, — Pray  for  the  Soul  of  John  Toose  of  Taunton,  merchant, 
who  died  the  19th  of  April,  1502;  oa  whose  Soul  God  bare 
Mercy !  Amen. 

This  Inscription  is  on  the  first  Stone  in  the  Middle  Aile  going 
from  the  belfrey,  and  is  the  oldest  in  the  church  except  some  few 
partly  covered  by  the  pews. 

H  E  S 
Corpus  JoilANNIS, 
Filii  Roger!  HO  ARE,  Generosi,  et  Bettiae  Uxoris  ejus,  obiit  1"* 
Januarij  1739.  Hie  jacet  etiam  dicta  BETTIA,  quae  obiit  17* 
Sept.  1742,  JEiBt  36.  Hie  paritcr  requiescit  corpus  HENRICI 
HOARE,  filii  natu  maximi  dicti  Rogeri  et  Bcttise^  obiit  19 
Januarij,  1742,  iEtat.   17. 
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H  S  I 
Tir Rererendas  JOHANNES  BOSWELL,  A.  M.  praebendarias 
Wellensiset  hDJas  ecclesiae  Ticarius ;  qDem  pastorem  attente  sediilum 
probeqae  fidelem  deflent  parochiani,  fiiium  ptentissimum  ct  defen. 
sorem  eximium  ecclesia  luget  Anglicaoa,  ncc  non  scriptorem 
apprime  elrgantem,  summeque  literatum.  Obiit  Anno  Salutis 
1756,  Stalls  68. 

Thai  t-s — Here  lies  the  Rererend  John  Boswell,  A.  M.  preben- 
dary of  Wells  and  iricar  of  this  church,  whom  his  parishioners 
Ument  as  a  diligent  and  faithful  pastor  ;  and  the  church  of  England 
mourns  as  a  pious  son,  an  excellent  defender,  and  a  most  elegant 
and  learned  writer.  He  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1756,  in  the 
58th  jear  of  his  age. 

JOHN   MALLACK, 
Of  FoJlands,  gent,  who  departed  this  life  Norember  23d,  1678. 

Also  ROGER  MALf^ACK, 

Fuller,  of  this  town,  who  died  the  26  of  March,  aged  24,  in  1724. 

Also   ELIZABETH   and  SUSANNA, 

His  daughters,  who  died  the  same  year. 

Also  SARAH   BOSWELL, 

Wife  of  Roger  Mallack,  who  died  June  14th,  1741,  aged  75  years, 

And  likewise  relict  of   the  Rev.  John  Boswell,    late  Yicar  of 

•  Taonton  St.  Mary  Magdalen.    • 

Also  SARAH  PEPPIN, 

Wife  of  Sydenham  Peppin,  surgeon,  of  this  town,  and  daughter  of 

Roger  Mallack,  who  died  September  7th,   1782,  aged  60  years. 

Also  the  aboTe-namM  SYDENHAM  PEPPIN, 

Wbo  departed  this  life  June  10th,  1787,  aged  70  years. 

JanelSthy  1787,  Mary  Boswell  remoTed  her  mother  out  of  this  vault* 


Hie  jacet  dominns  JOSEPHUS  ALLEINE, 
Holocanstum,  Tanntonenses,  et  Deo  et  Tobis. 
Here  Mr.  Joseph  Alleine  lyes, 
To  God  and  you  a  Sacrifice. 

To  the  Memory  of  Mr.  EDWARD  CLARK, 
Master  of  Arts,  late  the  godly  learned  pastor  of  this  chtitch,  who 

died  Dec.  31st,  and  ANN,  his  wife,  who  died  17th  of  the  same 

waaaihj  1630. 
Not  that  they  need  a  monument  to  keep 
Thcyr  names  from  monldring  while  theyr  bodies  sleepe. 
Wrapt  up  in  dark  oblirion  ;   not  that  they 
Need  trust  to  statues,  pillars,  poesy, 
Tbcjr  dead  memorial  from  the  dust  to  raise, 
As  if  theyr  persons  had  outlifed  theyr  praise ; 
Some  friends  erecting  this,  haYe  signified 
Tbeyr  Ioto  expired  not  with  them  when  they  dyed. 
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Gulielmus,  Filfais  Ilenrici  GERVAIS, 
DeTaiiDtonjGcaerosi^obiit  nono  die  Augusti,  Anno  DeioiDi,  1084. 
iBtat.  suae  18. 

GEORGE  ATWOOD,  B.  D. 
Archdeacon  of  Taunton,  died  15th  Dec.  \.  D.  1753,  JBtat.  68. 

MARY, 

The  wife  of  George  Atwood,  B.  D.  Archdeacon  of  TanntoD, 

died  January  29th,  A.  D.  1733,  JBut.  41. 

EMANUEL  SHARP, 

Who  died  the  3(Hh  of  January,  1678,  after  he  had  been  Vicar  of  this 

town  16  Years,  aged  70  Years. 

ELIZABETH, 

His  wife,  who  died  the  19th  of  March,  1689. 

MARGARITE, 

His  eldest  daughter,  who  died  the  I4th  of  June,  1684. 

Depositum 

BERNARD!  SMITH^ 

Hujusce  Oppidi  bis 

Praetoris,  Qui  obijt 

XXI   Die  Mentis 

Augusti,  Anno  Domini, 

MDCXCVI, 

£t  iBtatis  suae 

Quinquagcsimo 

Secundu,  hie 

Requiescitin  Spe 

Beats  resurrectionis. 

(Thai  is.) 

Here  rest  in  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection 

The  remains  of  BERNARD  SMITH, 

Twice  mayor  of  this  town. 

Who  died  the  31st  of  August,  1696,  in  the  59  year  of  his  age. 

CHARITY  SMITH, 

Wife  of  the  said  Bernard  Smith,  who  departed  this  life  the  8th 

day  of  February,  1715,  £tat.  suae  73.     She  was  the  daughter 

and  last  child  of  the  Reverend  Emanuel  Sharp,  who  was  Vicar 

of  this  Town  16  If  ears.     . 

MARY  SMITH, 
Daughter  of  the  said  Bernard  and  Charitt  Smith,  who  departed 
this  Life  the  8th  day  of  Sept.  Anno  Dom.  1714,  MM.  sue  31* 

WILLIAM  MILES, 
Of  this  Parish,  Mercer,  who  departed  this  life  the  SOth  day  of 

April,  1767,  aged  31  years. 

Likewise  the  Wife  of  the  abore  William  Miles,  who  departed  this 

life  June  the  11th,  1780,  aged  43  years. 
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Sobter  hunc  lapidem  sepuItaB  jacent  reliqniae 
MARIiE  ELIZABETHS  ROSiS  DE  CLERCQ,  qu»  obift 
rigesimo  die  NoTeubrts,  anno  Domini  1797,  astatis  suae  22. 
R.  I.  P. 
Cara  Tbit,  moriens  plorata  est. 
(Thai  i§.) 
Under  this  stonp  are  interred 
The  femains  of  MARY  ELIZABETH  ROSE  DE  CLERCQ, 
Who  died  the  90th  of  Not.  1797,  in  the  22d  year  of  her  age. 
May  she  rest  in  peace  ! 
She  lived  beloved,  and  dying  was  iaoieoted. 

MAURICE  HAMMOND, 
Of  this  towne,  woollen.dra|)er,  who  departed  this  life  the  14th  day 
of  December,  anno  domini  1667. 
Here  lies,  ye  friends,  behold  it  and  condole, 
A  body  worne  out  by  an  active  sonl ; 
The  sheath  cat  thorough  by  too  keen  a  blade. 
Which  heaven  hath  wrapt  up  till  a  new  be  made. 

WILLIAM  MURRAY, 
Of  Hydwood,  in  the  County  of  Annandale,  North  Britain,  who 
departed  this  life  the  10th  Day  of  April,  1719,  aged  38  years. 
Like  to  a  spreading  rose  in  undue  time, 
Plockt  by  the  hand  of  death  when  in  his  prime, 
So  was  this  youth,  whose  friends  do  sadly  mourn, 
He  cannot  unto  them  again  return. 
But  Oh  !   where  should  spirits  be  but  aboTe, 
Eternally  to  praise  the  God  of  love  ? 
Also  JAMES  MURRAY, 
The  brother  of  the  above-said  William  Murray,  who  departed  this 
life  the  29th  day  of  April,  1756,  aged  58  years. 

THOMAS  NEWMAN,  N.  P. 
Who  died  the  27th  Day  of  August,  1727,  aged  69  years. 
ELIZABETH, 
The  wife  of  Thomas  Newman,  N.P.  of  Hull-Bishops,  who  died 
the  15th  Day  of  August,  1715. 
Also  ELIZABETH, 
The  daughter  of  the  said  Thomas  Newman,  who  died  the  19th  of 
March,  1722. 
MoTe  not  this  stone 
For  any  one ; 
For  'tis  our  request 
To  be  at  rest, 
'Till  the  great  Day 
We  must  away 
Together  go 
To  bliss  or  woe. 
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THOMAS  HANCOCK, 

Son  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Hannah  Hancock,  who  departed  tUi 

life  April  7th,   1794,  aged  54  yean. 

Also  HANNAH  HANCOCK, 

Daughter  of  the  above  Thomas  Hancock,    who  departed  this  life 

May  25th,  1794,  in  the  2l8t  year  of  her  age. 

Also   BKTTV   HANCOCK, 

The  wife  of  the  aboTe  Thomas  Hancock,   who  departed  this  life 

April  27,  1795,  aged  54  years. 

Also  MARY  HARMAN, 

Daughter  of  the  aboTe  Thomas  and  Betty  Hancock,  who  departed 

this  life  December  26,  1795,  in  the  22d  year  of  her  age. 

ELIZABETH, 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Joshua  Driver,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Yard, 

who  departed  this  life  Feb.  15th,  1715,  ^Ut.  xxii. 

Also  the  said  JOHN  YARD 

Of  this  town,  twice  mayor  of  this  corporation,  who  departed  this 

life  the  15th  August,  anno  dom.  1721,  iEtat.  64. 

Also  Mrs.  SARAH  YARD, 

Daughter  of  the  said  Mr,  John  Yard,  died  Aug.  1 6th,  1747,  aged  42. 

ROBERT  MORE, 

Who  was  shot  in  the  head,  and  departed  this  life  the  8th  day  of 

May,  1645. 

Also  ROBERT  CARVIN, 

Who  departed  this  life  the  1st  day  of  September^  1655. 

Also  MARY  HICKES, 

The  wife  of  Richard  Htckes,  of  Hull-Bishops, 

Who  was  just  to  all,  charitable  to  the  poor, 

Last  Mary  Hickes  first  Mary  More ; 

Who  died  the  3d  day  of  November,  1644. 
Here  MARGARET  CARVIN'S  reliques  lye, 
Whose  aged  soul  Christ  home  did  take, 
To  reignc  with  him  :  lo !  all  must  dye, 
And  to  their  final  judgment  wake. 
Reader,  prepare,  for  thus  must  thou 
To  death*8  impartial  sceptre  bow. 
Obiit  xix  die  Feb.  anno  Domini  1679,  ^tatissuae  84. 

MATTHEW  HICKES 

Of  this  town,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  25th  day  of 

December,  1666. 

Our  glasse  was  quickly  run,  lo  !  here  we  lie. 

To  tell  spectators  nonets  too  young  to  die. 

ISAT 
Late  wife  of  William  Lantrowe,  who  deceased  the  Ist  day  of 
June,    1624. 
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Also  WILLIAM  LANTROWE 

Of  TanntODi  Vinttier,  husband  of  the  said  Isat,  who  deceased  the 

21st  day  of  August,  aaoo  Dom.  1644. 

Also  WILLIAM  LANTROWK, 

Merchant,  sonne  of  Wiiliam  Lantrowe,  who  dt^ceased  the  ^Qth- 

Of  September,  anno  Domini  1654  ^ 

MARY, 
Second  wife  of  George  Newton,  Pastor  of  the  church  in  this  place ; 
was  bom  at  St.  Alban's,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  died  in    - 
this  town  December  31st,  1645. 

Were  there  no  grayes  in  Alban's  ?    Could  not  hee 
That  gave  thee  ay  re,  spn  re  earth  to  coTer  thee? 
Had  she  that  first  possest  thy  husband's  bed, 
Possest  thy  grave  where  thou  wast  born  and  bred, 
And  forced  thee  down  to  this  remoter  place. 
To  seek  out  her's  ?    A  very  equal  case ; 
Thy  town  to  her,  to  thee  her's  burial  gave, 
And  thus  you  two  did  but  exchange  a  grave. 
Hie  quoque  jacet  corpus 
GEORGII  NLVVTON, 
Artis  Magistri,  qntobiit  1%  Junii,  1681,  anno  aetatis  70,  postquam 
o£Elciam  evangelistx  in  hoc  oppido  per  50  annos  fideliter  praestiterat.       ^ 
Non  fictis  mxstam  lachrymis  conspergite  tumbam, 

Pastoris  vestri  nam  tegit  ossa  pii. 
Vestra  salutifero  planxit  peccata  fiagello. 

Delicti  sensn  corda  gravata  levans. 
Absolvit  pensum,  sancta  et  mercede  recepta ; 
Nunc  casli  regno,  ut  stella  corusca,  micat. 

(IN  EJ^GUSH.) 
Here  also  lieth  the  body  of 
GEORGE  NEWTON,  M.  A. 
Who  died  the  12th  of  June,  1681,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age,  after 
he  had  faithfully  discharged  the  duty  of  an  evangelist  for  50  years. 
Sprinkle  not  this  sad  tomb  with  feigned  tears. 
For  it  covers  the  bones  of  your  pious  pastor  ; 
Who  chastised  your  offences  with  a  salutary  scourge. 
While  he  raised  the  hearts  which  were  pressed  down  with  a 

sense  of  sin. 
He  hath  finished  his  task,  and  having  received  a  holy  reward, 
Now  shines,  like  a  glittering  star,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

WILLIAM  BURD, 
Town.clerk  of  Taunton,  and  deputy  clerk  of  the  castle,  town,  and 
lordship  of  Tannton  and  Taunton  Dean,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
who  dq)arted  this  life  the  34th  day  of  September,  anno  domini 
1716,  ^tat/snas  62. 
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Mr.  JOHN  WHITMASH, 

Of  ibii  towD^  who  departed  this  life  the  5tb  day  of  May,  anno 

Domini  1724,  a^^cd  71  years. 

Also  ANN  VVHITMASH, 

Wife  of  the  aboTr.iiaroed  John  Whitmash,  who  departed  this  life 

May  %6th,  1732,  a^ed  67  >  ears  and  7  months. 

Also  JOHN  WUITMASH, 

Late  of  Batrs  Place,  gent,  died  10th  January,  1769,  aged  79. 

Also  ELIZABETH, 

The  wife  of  John  Wbitmash,  who  departed  this  life  Jnne  1st,  1780, 

Aged  82  years. 

Also  CHARLES  COX, 
Currier,  son.in.law  to  the  aboYe.named  John  and  Ann  Whitmash, 
who  was  mayor  of  this  town  in   1725,  and  departed  this  life 
March  12th,  1732,  being  then  mayor  the  second  time  of  Tannton 
St-Mary-Magdalen,  ag^  43  years  and  4  months. 
Albo  EDITH, 
Wife  of  the  aboTe  Charles  Coi,  who  died  May  2l8t,  1761,  aged  66. 

Also  CHARLES, 
Son  of  the  aboTe  Charles  and  Edith  Coz,wbo  died  Not.  28th,  1787, 

aged  59. 

Also  MARY, 

The  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Charles  Cox,  died  March  25, 1799,  aged  73. 

JOHN  WHITMASH,  Esq.  of  Comey trowe. 
Major  Commandant  of  the  Tanntoo  Loyal  Volnntecrs. 
The  awe  and  sorrow  which  his  sudden  death  occasioned,  not  only  to 
his  immediate  relatifes,  bnt  to  all  who  were  acquainted  with  his 
name  and  character,  afford  the  best  proof  of  the  high  estimatioo 
In  which  he  was  held. 
As  an  affectionate  husband,  a  kind  father,  and  truly  generous  and 

sincere  friend,  his  loss  will  be  long  felt  and  lamented. 
Pause,  reader,  and  reiect  that  thou,  like  him,  roayest  pass  in   an 
instant,  from  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  every  comfort  which 
this  life  can  bestow,  into  an  awful  eternity. 

He  died  4th  of  May,  1801,  aged  61  years. 

MARY, 
The  wife  of  Thomas  GroTe,  of  Taunton,  apothecary,  who  died 
the  6th  day  of  October,  1664,  aetatts  suss  32. 
Infantes  quatuor  peperit ;  tres  morte  perempti, 
Qno8  secum  ad  summos  hiec  habet  urna  dies. 
JOHN  PER  I  AM,  Esq. 
Who  departed  this  life  26th  January,  1788,  aged  72. 
MARTHA  PERI  AM, 
Widow  of  John  Periam,    Esq.   who  died  Januaiy   15(h,  1807, 
Aged  81  years. 
TOBIAS  CHUDLEIGH,  Gent. 
Who  died  15th  day  of  Norember,  anno  Domini  1659. 
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MARY  GREEN, 
Who  departed  this  life  January  llth,  1780,  aged  50  years. 

Also  ROBERT, 

Husband  of  the  above  Mary  Green,  who  departed  this  life 

September  5th,  i789,  aged  70  years. 

ELIZABETH  FOLAQUIER, 
Who  departed  this  life  the  8th  day  January,  1741,  aged  85  years. 

ROBERT, 

Son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Folaquier,  of  this  town,  who 

departed  this  life  nd  day  of  Norember,  1743,  aged  2  years. 

LEWIS, 

Son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Folaquier,  who  departed  this  life 

7th  January,  1746,  aged  5  years. 

FRANCIS    FOLAQUIER,  Esq. 

Father  of  the  aforesaid  Robert  and  Lewis,  who  departed  this 

Life  30th  of  April,  1771,  aged  6S  years. 

Also  ELIZABETH, 

The  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Francis  Folaquier,  Esq.  who  departed 

this  life  the  39th  of  Janoary,  1773,  in  the  67th  ye«r  of  her  age. 

MARY, 

The  daughter  of  the  aforesaid,  who  departed  this  life  8th  of 

September,  1773,  aged  93  years. 

Also  ELIZABETH, 

The  daughter  of  the  aforesaid,  who  departed  this  life  30th  of 

August,   1783,  aged  47  years. 

Also  FRANCIS  FOLAQUIER,  Esq. 

Brother  of  the  last-oam'd  Elisdbcth  Folaquier,  who  departed  this 

Life  the  7th  of  June,  1811,  aged  74  years. 

SAMUEL  NORMAN, 

Faller^  of  this  town,  who  departed  this  life  May  Slst,  1751^ 

aged  54  years. 

Also  SARAH   NORMAN. 

Wife  of  the  aboTe  Samnel,  who  departed  this  life  April  37th,  1760^ 

aged  58  years. 

FRANCES, 

Wife  of  Mr.  John  Norman,  died  February  7th,  1793,  aged  74  years. 

ANN, 
Wife  of  Samuel  Norman,  Esq.  died  Dec.  37th,  1801,  aged  41  years. 

ALEXANDER  HILL,  Gent. 
Late  of  Taunton,  sonne  to  William   Hill  of  Ponnseford,  Esq. 
Who  died  the  14th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lorde 
Christe  1013. 

FRANCIS  NEWTON, 

Who  departed  this  life  Norember  l4th,  1730,  aged  01  years. 

Also  FRANCIS, 

Son  of  the  aboTO  Fnncis  Newton,  who  departed  tUs  life  May  35th, 

17S1>  aged  30  years. 
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MOSES  COTTLE, 

Who  died  15th  of  November,  1789,  aged  35  years. 

Didst  thoa  kuow  htm,  reader  1 

If  thou  didst  not, 

Know  this; 

He  was  a  tender  hasband, 

A  social  friend,  and  an  honest  man. 

SARAH  DARE, 
•  Spinster,  who  died  November  2'id,  1783,  aged  49  years* 
MARY   DARE, 
Spinster,  who  died  June  17th,  1806,  aged  80  years. 

ANN  DARE, 
Spinster,  who  died  April  17th,  1807,  aged  81  years. 

CATHARINE, 

Wife  of  Francis  Hobbart,  of  this  town,  gent,  who  died  20  Jaly, 

l693,  aelatis  suae  62. 

Also  the  aforesaid  FRANCIS  HOBBART,  Gent. 

Who  was  four  times  Mayor  of  this  town  :  he  died  the  21st  day 

of  April,  1719,  aged  87  years. 

MARY, 

Wife  of  Frands  Hobbart,  sen.  of  Bishop's-Hull,  gent  w|io  died 

9th  of  April,  1712,  aetatis  suae   53. 

Also  thcabove-said  FRANCIS  HOBBART,  Sen. 

Of  Bishop's-Hull,  gent,  who  died  June  8th,  1718,  aetatis  suae  60. 

FRANCIS   HOBBART,   Esq. 

Who  died  February  8th,  1750,  aged  36  years. 

FRANCIS, 

His  son,  died  May  13th,  1761,  aged  22. 

And  MARY, 

His  widow,  July  31st,  1783,  aged  70  years. 

Sacred  to  the  blessed  Memory  of 
ROBERT  GRAY,  Esq. 
Taunton  bore  him,  London  bred  him, 
Piety  trained  him,  virtue  led  him  ; 
Earth  cnrich'd  him,  heaven  carest  him, 
Taunton  blest  him,  London  blest  him. 
This  thankful  town,  that  mindful  city, 
Share  his  piety  and  his  pity. 
What  he  gave,  and  how  he  gave  it, 
Ask  the  poor,  and  you  shall  have  it. 
Gentle  reader,  heaven  may  strike 
Thy  tender  heart  to  do  the  like; 
And  DOW  thy  eyes  have  read  the  story. 
Give  him  the  praise  and  heaven  the  glory, 
^tatis  sue  65,  anno  Dookini  1635. 
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ANN   SPILLER, 
Wife  of  William  Spiller,  who  died  2l8t  June,  1771,  aged  73  years. 

WILLIAM  SPILLER, 
Who  departed  this  life  Dec.  20th  1795,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 

BETTY    SPILLER, 

The  wife  of  Thomas  Spiller,  who  departed  this  life  tbe  10th  of 

February,  1798,  in  the  66th  year  of  her  age. 

Also  THOMAS  SPILLER, 
Who  died  the  16th  of  May,  1810,  aged  74. 

Also  ANN  HARCOMBE, 
Widow,  who  died  27th  March,  1817,  aged  74. 

EMANUEL  MAYNARD, 

Of  this  towD,  sergcmaker,  who  died  the  12th  day  of  April,  1730, 

aged  44  years. 

MARY,  Wife  of  Emanuel  Maynard, 

Who  died  16th  Norember,  1751,  aged  63  years. 

'    JOAN  PROCTOR, 

Wife  of  Robert  Proctor,  who  died  12th  of  May,  1684. 

HENRY  PROCTOR, 

Died  lOth  day  of  March,  1696,  aged  41  years. 

Also  FRANCES, 

Wife  of  the  aboTe.sald  Henry  Proctor,  died  llthday  of  October, 

anno  Domini  1732. 

HONOR  CLITSOME, 

Wife  of  Robert  Clitsomc,  of  the  parish  of  Wiltoo,  she  departed 

this  life  1764,  aged  56  years. 

Also  the  above.nam»d  ROBERT  CLITSOME, 

Who  departed  this  life  NoTember  28tb,  1776,  aged  67  years. 

WILLIAM   COLES,  sen. 

Of  this  town,  Fuller,  who  died  July  2d,  1712,  aged  45  years. 

ROBERT  CLITSOME, 
Clothier,  of  Wilton,  who  died  17th  of  January,  1730,  aged  61. 

Also  ANN, 

His  wife^  who  died  27th  of  March,  1751,  aged  72. 

Also  ANN  COLES, 

Wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Coles,  daughter  of  the  aboire  Robert  and  Ann 

Clitsome,  who  departed  this  life  23d  March,  1780,  aged  73  years. 

Also  JOHN  CLITSOME, 

Surgeon,  second  son  of  the  aboye-nam'd,    who  died  Dec.   5th, 

1778,  aged  74  years. 

Also  THOMAS  CLITSOME  COLES, 

Second  son  of  the  above  John  and  Ann  Coles,  who  departed  this 

life  April  5th,  1803,  aged  52  years. 

ROBERT   DOUGLASS, 
Of  Bishop'8.HuU9  died  November  20tb,  1783,  aged  55  years. 
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PETER  CLIFFF,  Gent. 

Father  of  Walter  Cliffcs  baitiffe  of  the  liberty  of  Taontoa  and 

Tauntoo.Dean,  who  departed  this  life  July  7th,  1641. 

SAMUEL    BROWNE, 

Of  this  town,  gent,  who  died  on  the  30th  of  March  1713,  aged  (Sl« 

Also  AG  NFS, 

Wife  of  the  above  Samuel  Browne,  who  died  June  1731, 

^tatis  saae  66, 

JOHN    ROBERTS, 

Clerk,  aon.ln.law  of  the  above  Agnes  Browne,  who  died 

May2Ut,  1775,  aged  67. 

MARY, 

^Vidow  of  the  aboTe.nam*d  John  Roberts,  clerk,  who  died  l4tli  of 

November,  1779,  aged  82. 

Also  Major.General  JOHN  ROBERTS, 

Son  of  the  above  John  and  Mary  Roberts,  who  died  Member  of 

this  borough,  the  28th  of  February,  1782,  aged  53  years, 

WILLIAM    ROBERTS, 

Who  departed  this  life  March  20th,   1797,  aged  8  years. 

Also  Colonel  CHARLES  WEST  ROBERTS, 

Who  departed  this  life  April  27th,   1801,  aged  71  years. 

BETTY  ROBERTS, 

Widow  of  Major.General  Roberts,  M.  P.  for  this  boroogh,  who 

died  July  4th,  1808,  nged  72. 

Thb  small  tribute  of  respect  and  affection  was  erected  by  John 

and  Ann  Chamberlaine,  1808. 

AUCE, 

The  wife  of  Samuel  Whetcombe,  gent,  died  March  20th, 

anno  Domini  1654. 

GEORGE   LUCAS, 

Son  of  Robert  Lucas,  of  this  parish,  gent,  who  died 

24th  May,   1717. 

Also   HANNAH   LUCAS, 

Daughter  of  the  aforesaid  Robert  Lucas,  of  this  town,  gent,  who 

departed  this  life  July  22d,  1718. 

HENRY  FYSH,  Esq. 
Who  departed  this  life  May  3lst,  1798,  aged  75  years. 
O  safe  from  life,  on  that  eternd  shore, 
Where  sin  and  pain  and  sorrow  are  no  more  t 

WILLIAM    COURTNEY, 
Of  the  paiiflh  of  Taunton,  who  departed  this  life  April  21  st,  1674* 

GEORGE  COCKER,  A.  M. 

Of  East-Budleigh  in  tile  county  of  Devon,  who  departed  this  life 

January  8Ui,  1781,  aged  63  years* 
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RICHARD  BICKNELL, 
Clothier,  of  this  town,  who  died  JuneSOth,  1660. 
Mao  is  like  a  thing  of  nought ; 
His  time  passeth  away  like  a  shadow. 
Also  ALDRED  BfCKNELL,  Gent. 
Who  was  twice  mayor  of  this  town,  son  of  Richard  nlcknell  of  this 
town,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  5th  day  of  Janaary,  1710, 
and  was  baried  the  10th  day  of  the  same  instaot  January,  being  in 
the  52d  year  of  his  age. 

Also  DAVID  BERRY, 

Of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life  July  4th,  1654. 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liTeth. 

Also  MARTHA, 

The  relict  of  the  aforesaid  David  Berry,  and  since  the  wife  and  relict 

of  Thomas  Bradshaw,  who  died  Feb.  8th,  1670. 

JOHN  GRANT, 
Of  Tannton  St.  Mary,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  1st,  1653. 

JOHN  H08SAM, 
Son  of  Martin  Hossam  of  this  town  :  he  was  buried  Jone  21st,  1670. 

RACHEL  SPENCER, 

Daughter  of  Christopher  Spencer  of  this  town,  salesman,  who 

departed  this  life  April  Wth,  1750,  aged  11  years. 

Likewise  CHRISTOPHER  SPENCER, 

Father  of  the  aboTe  Rachel,  who  departed  this  life  Oct.  I6th,  1752^ 

aged  74  years. 

ELIZABETH,  MARY,  and  ELEANOR, 
Daughters  of  John  Meredith,  Taunton,  mercer. 

Also  ANNE,  ^     •. 

Daughter  of  the  above  John  Meredith,  who  departed  this  life 
Sept.  6th,  1675. 
Also  JOHANNA, 
Daaghter  of  the  aboTe  John  Meredith,  who  departed  this  life 
July  3d,  anno  Domini  1677. 
Also  the  aboTe.said  JOHN  MEREDITH, 
Who  djjparCed  lith  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1677.- 

Also   AGNES, 

Widow  of  the  above  John  Meredith,  who  departed  this  life  Dec.  3d, 

1701,  aged  79  years. 

ISABELLA  BERESFORD,  .      . 

UxorThom»  Beresford,  de  Bishop's-Hull,  generosi,  qna  obiit  pnmo 
die  Octobris,  anno  Domini  1719,  aeUtis  suae  45. 

HUGH  GUNSTON, 

The  soQ  of  Hugh  Gnnston  the  younger  of  this  town,  who  departed 

this  life  Sept.  7tb,  1668* 
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Infra  quiescit  corpus  6ULIELMI  GILL  de  ToDodano,  i 
catore,  qui  Bumma  cum  laude  ultimo  munere  praetorio  Id  prima 
societate  municipali  hujos  oppidi  perfuuctus  est,  et  mortem  ohut 
decimo  septimo  die  Aprilis,  anno  Domini  1683^  annoq;  etatis  suse 
sexagesimo  nono. 

Infra  ctiam  jacet  corpus  Jou  annis  Gill  de  hoc  oppido,  generosi, 
filti  praefati  GuHelmi  Gill,  qui  mortem  obiit  undericestmo  die 
Februarii,  anno  Domini  1688,  annoque  aetatis  42. 

Jliai  ff,— Underneath  restcth  the  body  of  William  Gill,  of 
Taunton,  merchant,  who  was  the  last  mayor  of  this  borough  under 
the  first  charter,  and  discharged  the  office  with  the  greatest  applause. 
He  died  the  17th  day  of  April,  1683,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 

Also  underneath  lieth  the  body  of  John  Gill  of  this  town, 
gentleman,  son  of  the  aboTe.satd  William  Gill,  who  died  the  19th 
day  of  February,  1688,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age. 

MARY  HILL, 

Wife  of  William  Hill,  Gent,  who  was  mayor  of  this  town,  departed 

this  life  Sept  5th,  1674. 

JOHN  COLLARD, 
Of  Taunton,  clothier,  who  died  18th  Jan.  anno  Domini,  1609. 

MARY, 
The  wife  of  Robert  Glessell  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life 
November  lOth,  1677,  aged  24  years. 
This  Tirtuous  wife's  body  here  doth  take  its  rest, 
Her  soule  with  God,  angels,  saints  for  erer  blest. 
She  liT'd  on  earth  in  gracious  reputation, 
And  waits  in  hope  of  the  glorious  resurrection. 

THOMAS  BAKER, 

Of  this  parish,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  18th  Oct.  1708, 

aged  65  years. 

Also  JOHN  BAKER, 

Son  of  the  abore,  who  departed  this  life  18th  October,  1708, 

aged  46  years. 

Also  MARY, 

Wife  of  the  aboTe  Mr.'  Thomas  Baker,  merchant,  who  d^rtad 

this  life  November  3d,  1738,  aged  79  years. 

ELIZABETH  REYNOLDS, 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Reynolds  of  Taunton,  who  died  Jane 

9th,  166%. 

SUSANNA, 

Daughter  of  Samuel  Reynolds,  died  9th  Feb.  1689,  aged  14. 

Also  the  aboTe-said  SAMUEL  REYNOLDS, 

Of  this  town,  serge-maker,  who  departed  this  life  35th  Aogust, 

1600,  aged  53  years. 
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ST.  JAMES'S  CHURCH. 

This  was  the  conventual  charch  of  the  late  priory. 
It  is  every  way  inferior  to  that  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen's, 
bat  is  nevertheless  a  strong,  plain,  ancient  building, 
with  a  peal  of  five  bells.  It  is  well  and  uniformly 
pewed.  Near  the  top  of  the  west  side  of  the  tower, 
from  whence  also  there  is  a  fine  prospect  of  the  river 
and  the  surrounding  country,  are  two  niches,  each 
having  an  efiigy,  which  have  been  called  Adam  and 
Eve  ;  though  some  suppose  that  they  represent  St. 
John  and  St.  James ;  or  more  probably  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  to  whom  the  priory,  fouhded  long  before 
this  church  was  built,  was  dedicated.  It  is  conceived 
that  it  was  erected  some  time  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

'  This  church  is  an  oblong  building,  consisting  of  a 
nave  and  chancel,  with  a  tower  at  the  west  end.  The 
nave  is  divided  into  three  ailes,  by  two  rows  of 
clustered  pillars,  supporting  five  bluntly-pointed 
arches.  On  the  south  side  over  the  arcade,  there  is  a 
row  of  small  square-topped  windows.  It  is  well  lighted, 
the  windows  being  divided  by  muUions,  into  three 
lights  each,  and  the  upper  part  formed  of  hexagonal 
tracery.  The  pulpit  and  reading-desk  are  placed 
against  the  north-east  pillar  of  the  middle  aile.  The 
font  is  ancient,  of  an  octagonal  form,  and  on  each  of 
its  sides  are  sculptured  three  female  figures,  standing 
in  canopied  niches.  Above  them  is  a  border  of 
quatrefoib. 

'  A  fine-toned  organ  was  put  up  in  this  church  in 
1812,  made  by  Broadwood  of  London.  The  parish- 
ioners were  indebted  for  this  appropriate  ornament 
to  the  generous  liberality  of  Frederick  Corfield,  esq. 
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of  this  town.  This  gentleman  also  settled  apon 
trustees  the  sum  of  eig^bt  hundred  pounds,  the  interest 
of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  a  sermon  in 
this  church  on  Sunday  afternoons^  there  beings  pre- 
viously to  this  donation,  divine  service  only  in  the 
tnoruings  and  evenings  of  alternate  Sundays.  Mr. 
*Corfield  was  also  at  considerable  expense  in  repairing 
the  communion  table,  and  other  parts  of  the  church. 

*  The  organ  was  opened  on  Sunday  the  12th  of  July, 
]812. 

*  The  living  of  Taunton-Saint-James  is  in  the 
patronage  of  Sir  Thomas  Buckler  Lethbridge,  bart. 
of  Sandhill  Park,  in  this  county* 


♦  INCUMBENT  CURATES  OP  TAUNTON-ST.-JAMES. 

John  Godwyn,  1640.     Robert  Turlyn,  1646. 

John  Glanville,  1654. 

He  was  ejected  from  this  liviiig  by  the  act  of  aDiformity,  in  1663. 
Mr.  Glanville  was  a  worthy  and  pioas  divioe ;  he  cootinned  to 
preach  at  hh  own  house  in  St.  James's  parish,  to  his  death,  which 
happened  abont  1603.  His  fanend  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr. 
Warren  of  this  town. 

Still  Strode,  1675.    He  was  buried  June  14,  1692. 

James  Hayes,   1699.    Patrick  Macdonald,  1710. 

George  At  wood,  1714,  afterwards  archdeacon  of 
Taunton. 

James  Hnrly,  B.  A.  1752. 

James  Hurly,  jun.  1784. 

He  also  succeeded  his  father  in  the  perpetual  curacy  of  Trail, 
and  died  in  1788. 

Lawrence  Heard  Luxton,  A.  M.  1788. 

He  was  also  vicar  of  Ash.Prior8,  and  prebendary  of  Weils.  He 
died  in  1831. 

John  Townsend,  1821. 
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Id  the  Taalt  beneath  rests  the  body  of 

WILLIAM  WALTER  YEA,  Esquire, 

Eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Yea,  Baronet, 

Of  Pyrland  House,  in  this  parish. 

This  monnment  is  erected 

By  his  most  affectionate  wife, 

Jaae,  daoghter  and  co-helress  of  Francis  Newman,  esq.  of  Cadbury 

House,  in  this  county, 

As  a  tribute  of  true  loTe  and  respect 

To  the  memory  of  the  best  of  husbands  and  the  best  of  fathers. 

He  died  37th  of  December,  1804,  aged  48. 


JANE  BLAKE, 

Daughter  of  William  and  Jane  Blake  of  this  town,  who  died 

January  15th,  1757,  aged  42  years. 

MALACHI  BISCOE  BLAKE, 

Son  at  Malachi  and  Sarah  Blake,  died  March  9th,  1759,  aged 

3  years  and  2  months. 

JANE  BLAKE, 

Died  January  11th,  1769,  aged  80  years. 

WILLIAM    BLAKE 

Died  January  Slst,  1772,  aged  84  years. 

SARAH  BLAKE, 

Wife  of  Malachi  Blake,  died  June  4th,  1780,  aged  65. 

ABIGAIL  BLAKE, 

Who  died  October  Md,  1799,  aged  77. 

MALACHI  BLAKE,  esq. 

Died  13th  AprU,  1795,  iEtat.71. 


MARIA  WYNDHAM, 
The  danghter  of  Sir  Charles  Wyudham  and  Dame  James  bis  wife, 
who  departed  this  life  the  19th  of  January,  1719.  Her  father 
was  the  sod  of  Sir  Edmund-  Wyndham,  knight,  marshall  of 
England ;  her  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Major-general  Young, 
and  gnnd-danghter  of  the  Lord  Shandus. 

Awake  my  soul,  awake  and  sing 

Eternal  pnuse  to  Hearen^s  king. 

TUb  monniDcat  wu  eiecliBd  by  two  of  her  sisters,  Francis  White 

and  Beau  HaU. 


i 


164  HISTOAY  OF  TAVKTOff. 

la  Mcmorj  of 

WILLIAM  CORFIELD, 

Who  died  in  September,  1814,  aged  85. 

/  And  CHRISTIAN, 

Hh  Wife,   tvho  died  November  1703,  aged  56. 

A!so  of  their  issue, 

WILLIAM  CORFIELD, 

Captain  of  the  47th  Regiment,  who  died  October,  1803,  aged  43. 

WINSMORE  CORFIELD, 
Of  the  Royal  Navy,  killed  in  America,  June,  1776,  aged  15. 

CHRISTIAN, 

The  wife  of  Major.Generai  Shawe,  who  died  in  Italj^  January 

1803,  aged   30. 

THOMAS  CORFIELD, 

Who  died  in  China,  in  1787,  aged  10. 

LOUIZA  BEATRICE  CORFIELD, 

Who  died  July  1786,  aged  13. 

HENRY  CORFIELD, 

Captain  of  the 76th  Regt.  killed  in  India,  January,  1805,  aged  30. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

ELIZABETH  CORFIELD, 

Whose  character  was  distinguished 

By  sincerity  of  heart,  and  gentleness  of  manners 

To  an  exalted  and  well  cultivated  mind, 

She  united  piety,  charity,  and  benevolence 

While  an  amiable  and  cheerful  temper 

With  which  she  was  eminently  endued. 

Made  her  the  best  of  wives, 

And  secured  the  affections  of  all  who  knew  her. 

She  died  deeply  deplored  by  him. 

Who  pays  this  tribute  of  love  to  her  virtues. 

The  7th  of  December,  1811,  aged  40. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of 
GRACE, 
The  second  Wife  of  Frederick  Corfield, 
Whose  goodness  of  heart  and  rectitude  of  conduct 

Manifested  in  her  religious  and  moral  duties. 

Made  her  truly  beloved,  esteemed,  and  lamented. 

She  died  the  38th  March,  1816, 

Aged  59. 

ROBERT  HOOPER, 

Late  of  Taunton.St.  James,  yeoman,  who  died  the  38th  day  of  May, 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1651. 

JOANE  HOOPER, 

Daughter  of  the  abore-said  Robert  Hooper,  who  dyed  the  Olh  day 

of  September,  1663. 
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JOHN  TRIPP, 

Late  of  tkis  parisb,  barrister  at   law,   born  March  8th,  1710. 

Baried  August  15th,  1766. 

JOHN  MINIFIE, 
Of  this    parish,  and   major  of  this   corporation.     He    departed 
this  life  the  28th  day  of  August,  anno  Domini  1709,  and  in  the 
47tb  year  of  his  age. 

ARTHUR  MINIFIE, 
A  member  of  the  corporation  and  son  of  the  above-said  John 
Miaifie,he  died  the  27th  of  October,  1710,  intbe22d  year  of  his  age. 

JOHN  FORD, 

Of  tkts  parish,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  the  23d  of  Jam 

1736,  aged  65  yean.  He  was  son  of  Giles  Ford  of  Milverton. 

MARY. 

The  wife  of  the  aboye  John  Ford,  ana  daughter  of  Christopher  and 

Ana  Trott  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life  the  14th  day  of 

December,  1752,  aged  82. 

MART  SHUTE, 

Grand-daughter  of  the  above  John  and  Mary  Ford,  died  22d  June,. 

1765,  aged  28  years. 

Also  HANNAH  FORD, 

Daoghter  of  the  aboye  John  and  Mary  Ford,  wba  departed  this 

Ufa  January  25tb,  1784,  aged  76* 

ELIZABETH, 

The  wife  of  John  Rossiter  of  West^Monkton,  who  died  the  31st 

of  December,  1692. 

Also  the  aboTe.said  JOHN  ROSSITER, 

Who  was  mayor  of  this  corporation.     He  died  the  8th  of  May, 

Anno  Domini  1708. 

JOHN  SHUTE  died  July  6th,  1760. 

SARAH  SHUTE, 
Wife  of  the  aboye,  died  June  2d,  1764*^ 

JOHN  SOUTHEY,  Esq. 
Who  died  June  20th,  1806,  aged  63  years. 

ROSE  REED^ 
The  daughter  of  William  Reed,  of  this  parish,  who  dyed  the  15th 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1696. 
Here  is  a  rose  that  was  ripened  soon. 
Was  ripe  In  morning  and  was  crept  at  noon. 

SAMUEL  REED  and  ANNA  REED. 

Here's  two  buds  lying  in  one  graye. 

And  ere  'tis  long  a  resurrection  they  will  have*. 

Mrs.  JANE  FARTHING, 
Whedied  the  death  of  the  righteous,  December  17th,  1808,  aged  62. 
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SAMUEL  APLIN,  Gent 
of  thiB  town,  who  departed  this  life  the  6  th  day  of  i)ecember,  1759^ 

Aged  31. 

Also  HANNAH,  ELIZABETH,  and  THOMAS  APLIN, 

Three  of  his  childreo. 

Also  HANNAH  APLIN, 

mother  of  the  above  Samuel  Aplin,  who  departed  this  life  the  13th 

daj  of  June,  1767,  aged  73. 

THOMAS  COWAN,  Gent 

Who  departed  this  life  January  the  9th,  1806,  aged  65. 

AlBo  ISABELLA  COWAN, 

Wife  of  Thomas  Cowan,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  16di,  1800. 

FARDINANDO, 
Son  of  Fardlnando  Parry,  who  departed  the  5th  of  April,  1700. 

Also  IZAT, 

The  wife  of  the  aboTe.said  Fardinando  Parry,  who  departed  this 

life,  the  17th  of  August,  1705. 

WILLIAM  DAVIES, 

Who  departed  this  life  March  the    35th,  1795,  aged  60   yean« 

Also  MARY  DAYIES, 

The  wife  of  the  above^said  WilUam  Dayies,  who  died 

August  30th,  1813,  aged  69  years. 

THOMAS  PARISH, 

Son  of  Francis  Parish,  White  Baker,  and  Lydia  his  wife,  who 

died  January  the  9th,  anno  Domini  1733,  aged  14  months. 

Behold  and  see  how  I  doth  lie, 

As  yon  be  now  so  once  was  I ; 

As  I  am  now  so  must  you  be, 

Prepare  for  death  and  follow  me. 

FRANCIS  PARISH, 

Who  died  August  1st,  1755,  aged  65  years. 

Also  his  Wife  LYDIA, 

Who  died  January  the  Ist,  1763,  aoed  73  ywrs. 

And  also  their  sons  and  grandsons* 

STILL  STRODE, 

Who  was  minister  of  this  parish  19  years,  who  departed  this  lifo 

the  4th  day  of  June,  anno  Domini  1693,  aged  46  years. 

PETER  STONE, 
Who  deceased  the  33d  day  of  NoTomber. 

MART  GULLY, 

The  daughter  of  Henry  Gully,  who  departed  this  life  the  Isl  d«y 

of  September,  1737,  aged  10  months. 

Also  HENRY  GULLY, 

Father  of  the  above  child,  who  departed  this  life  the  37th  day  rf 

September,  1734,  aged  33  years* 
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EDWARD  BARBER,  Sen. 

Died  February  18tb,  1735,  JEUit  n. 

MARY  TAYLOR, 

Wife  of  the  aboTe.sud  Edward  Barber,  sen.  and  afterwards  of 

Tbomas  Taylor,  Serge.maker,  died  the  23d  day  of  April,  1743, 

aged  73  years. 

FRANCIS  GARDNER, 

Of  this  imrish.  Fuller,  aod  son  of  Francis  and  Ann  Gardner,  who 

departed  this  life  the  5th  day  of  December,  anno  Domini  1716, 

and  was  buri«d  the  1  Ith  day,  aged  —  years. 

MAGDALEN  GULLY, 

Daughter  of  Tristram  and  Ann  Gardner,  died  the 

Ist  May,  174(5,  aged  78. 

With  a  pioas  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  underneath  this  stone 

is  buried  the  body  of 

Mrs.   MARY   LEWIS, 

Widow  of  Offley    Lewis,   Esq.  of   the  county  of  Suffolk,  she 

departed  this  life  in  the  strongest  liopes  of  a  blessed  resurrection 

the  nA  day  of  July,  1786,  and  in  the  56th  year  of  her  age. 

Vlrit  post  fnnera  ? irtutw 

Also  GEORGE  SIKE9,  Esq, 
Mmny  years  a  Collector  of  Eicise  in  this  town,  eiemplary  in  hia 
office,  religious  in  his  conduct.     He  eichanged  this  wdrld  for 
immortality,  the  35tb  day  of  September,  1774,  and  in  the  86th 
year  of  Ma  Bge* 

Also  Mrs.  ELIZABETH  SIKES, 

Widow  of  the  abore  George  Sikes,  Esq.  who  departed  this  life 

September  39th,  1795,  in  the  95th  year  of  her  age. 

GAROUNE, 

Ikv^hter  of  Redmond  and  Charlotte  Barry,  who  died  on  the  16tk 

day  of  June,  in  the  8ih  year  of  her  age,  anno  Domini  1818, 

Mrs,  JANE  St.  LO, 
Died  8th  Jnly,  1803,  aged  78. 

JOHN  ^LAPEthe.elder,Gent. 

Who  departed  this  life  the  15th  day  of  December,  1637, 

anno  etatis  sue  78, 

Also  MARY, 

The  wife  of  the  said  John,  who  deceased  the  l4th  day  of  December, 

anno  Domini  1641* 

Also  JOHN  SLAPE, 

The  ion  of  Richard  Slape,  of  this  parish,  gent,  who  was  buried  the 

7th  day  of  December,  anno  Domini  1671. 

Also  JEANE  SLAPE, 

EOki  and  widow  of  the  aforesaid  John,  who  departed  this  life  the 

14th  day  of  October,  1700. 
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SARAH, 

The  daaghCer  of  Captain  Brndenell  Wantborougli  and  Betty  Us 

wife,  died  May  24th,  1732,  aged  S  yean  and  S  months 

CAPTAIN  BRUDENELL  WANSBOROUGH, 

Who  departed  this  life  the  26th  day  of  June,  1741,  aged  4S  yean. 

Also  MARY  MAULDA, 

The  daughter  of  the  aboTe-said  Captain  Brndenell  and  Betty 

Wansboroughy  who  departed  thb  life  the  10th  day  of  Dec 

1744,  aged  0  years  and  6  months. 

Also  WILLIAM, 

The  son  of  the  aboTe.said  Capt  Brndenell  and  Betty  Wansborouf^, 

who  departed  this  life  the  4th  day  of  Febmary,  1740,  aged  18 

years  and  S  months. 

BETTY, 

The  wife  of  Captain  Brndenell  Wansborough,  who  departed  this 

life  the  12th  day  of  Jannary,  1783,  aged  80  years. 

Also  BRUDENELL, 

The  son  of  the  abore-said  Captain  Brndenell  Wansborongh,  and 

Betty  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  the  23d  day  of  May,  1785. 

Snbtns  jacet  JOHANNES  HALL,  M.  D. 

Oblit  26th  Maij,  1719,  JEtAt.  00. 

Necnon  ELIANORA, 

Uxor  prsedicti  Johannes  Hall,  quss  obiit  3*  die  Octobris,  A.  D. 

1723,  ^tat.  08. 

Also  MATTHEW, 

Son  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  Franklin,  and  great^andi^son  of 

the  aboTe  John  and  Eleaner  Hall,  who  died  May  27th|  1702| 

aged  1  year  and  8  months. 
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Paul's  mksting. 

Of  the  difisentiDg  meeting^hoases  or  chapels  in  this 
town,  the  oldest  and  largest  is  that,  called  from  the 
street  in  which  it  stands,  Paul's  Meeting.  Its  front 
is  extensWe,  reaching  from  north  to  south  about  sixty- 
two  feet,  and  having  a  western  aspect.  Before  it  is 
an  area  about  twelve  feet  in  width,  separated  from 
the  street  by  iron  palisades.  It  is  a  quadrangular 
building,  the  entrances  being  by  three  sets  of  folding 
doors.  It  is  very  neatly  pewed,  and  has  spacious 
galleries  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  sides.  The  pulpit 
is  on  the  east  side.  The  vestry-room  is  built  at  the 
north-east  comer,  in  addition  to  the  chapel,  and  is 
also  nsed  as  a  school-room  for  the  Sunday  scholars. 

The  present  chapel  was  erected  in  the  year  1797, 
on  the  site  of  a  former  one»  grown  ruinous  from  age,' 
at  the  joint  expense  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
congregation,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of 
two  thousand  pounds.  During  the  time  occupied  in  re- 
building, divine  service  was  performed  in  the  mornings 
in  the  assize-haU,  and  in  the  evenings,  at  the  baptist 
chapel  in  Mary-Street  The  new  chapel  was  opened 
on  Sunday,  July  8th,  1797,  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Tozer, 
the  resident  minister. 

'  The  old  stntcture  bore  some  resemblance  in  its  form  to  a 
nNsan  capital  T.  The  horizoniai  line  conttitnted  the  body  of  the 
beiidiiig,  and  was,  inclnding  the  walls,  fifty-one  feet  in  breadth. 
From  nearlj  the  middle  of  it  a  wing  projected  almost  behind  the 
pulpit,  tbirtj-siz  feet  long,  and  twenty-one  feet  wide^  answering  to 
the  peipendicnlar  line  of  the  T.  Before  it  was  an  area  of  one 
hmdrei  and  tw«nty«two  feet  in  iridtb,  planted  with  a  row  of  Ume 
liees* 
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The  dissenters,  who  must,  as  it  would  appear  froot 
the  size  of  the  old  chapel,  have  been  very  numerous  al 
the  time  of  its  erection,  availed  themselves  of  the  respite 
they  enjoyed  from  an  harassed  and  persecuted  state,  by 
the  indulgence  of  Charles  II.  to  raise  this  place  of  wor- 
ship in  1(572. 

The  conveyance  pf  the  plot  of  ground,  on  which  the 
chapel  stands,  is  dated  May  10th,  1672,  24  Charles  IL 
and  on  a  piece  of  wood  on  the  old  building,  towards  the 
street,  the  figures  1672  were  carved  ;  which  circum- 
stances point  out  the  commencement  of  the  society* 
Amidst  the  confusion  and  outrages  which  were  the  con- 
sequences of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  feeble  and  vain 
efforts,  the  congregation  was  broken  up,  and  the  seats, 
stairs,  and  galleries  being  torn  up,  were  made  into  a 
bonfire.  Sometime  between  1685  and  1687,  a  pro- 
posal was  made  to  turn  the  building  into  a  workhouse, 
and  a  vestry  was  called  for  that  purpose.  A  friend 
of  the  dissenters  recommended  it  to  the  vestry  to 
consider  of  their  design ;  when  it  was  observed  that 
no  person  laid  any  claim  to  it,  and  that  in  its  present 
state  it  was  of  no  use,  he  replied,  <*  A  claim  may 
be  laid  to  it  upon  a  proper  occasion."  This  stopt  the 
proceedings. 

This  proper  occasion  seemed  to  offer  in  a  few 
years.  Upon  king  James's  dispensation,  the  dissenters 
resumed  spirit,  and  put  their  chapel  in  order  again ; 
and  Mr.  Warren  and  Mr.  Hartford  were  chosen 
co-pastors.  Soon  after  a  person  of  some  note  dying, 
Mr.  Hartford  proposed  that  the  deceased  should  be 
interred  in  it,  as  that  might  effectually,  prevent  the 
buildings  being  turned  to  another  use.    For  he  oon- 
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ceWed  that  more  reverence  would  be  paid  to  it  as  a 
repoffitory  of  the  dead,  than  from  its  being  looked 
upon  as  a  conventicle  for  schismatics.  Many  have 
been  since  interred  in  it,  and  behind  the  building  there 
is  a  spacious  burial  ground/ 

'  In  the  year  1733,  a  place  of  worship  belonging  to  a  class  of 
proiestant  dissenters,  who  seceded  from  Panl's  meeting,  was  erected 
ia  Taocred^treet,  caUed  the  New  Meeting*  This  was  a  neat, 
plain,  and  oniform  building  about  33  feet  in  front  and  nearly  W 
feet  in  dq)th.  Before  it  was  an  area,  planted  with  a  row  of  lime  trees, 
38  feet  deep.  This  strnctare  owed  its  origin  to  an  attempt  made 
by  the  friends  of  the  late  Dr.  Amory,  to  fix  him  as  an  assistant  to 
Mr,  Batioo,  their  aged  minister,  which  was  opposed  by  him  and 
the  m^ority  of  the  people.  The  freedom  with  which  Mr.  Amoiy 
avowed  his  sentiments,  that  greatly  deriated  from  the  orthodox 
atsuidard,  was  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Batson's  friends,  a  ground  of 
prej  ttdice  against  him,  and  with  others^  who  were  disposed  to  think: 
libeimUy,  a  cause  of  attachment.  But  in  this  instance,  as  is 
fiequent//  the  case,  other  considerations,  If  they  did  not  kindle 
rdigiooa  seal,  blended  their  influence  with  it.  Mr.  Batson  was  not 
willing  to  relinqaish  any  part  of  the  salary.  The  separation,  thou^ 
it  arose,  at  least  In  part,  from  a  trait  of  character  we  m«st  censute, 
aad  as  it  forms  a  part  of  a  minister's  character,  particularly  lament, 
gaTe  occasion  for  opening  the  New  Meeting,  as  a  place  of  worship, 
wlieio  devotions  solely  addressed  to  the  One  God  and  Father  of  all, 
whom  the  congregation  considered  the  proper  object  of  worship^ 
met  with  tlie  support  of,  though  not  a  large,  yet  an  Imrmonlous  and 
fcqpectable  society. 

In  the  year  1815,  this  congregation  formed  an  union  with  that  of 
die  baptists  in  Mary-street,  and  the  chapel  in  Tancred^treet  being 
in  n  nuBona  state,  was  taken  down,  and  the  materials  sold.  The 
site  of  tiie  bnUding  yru  couTOrted  into  a  bviaLground  attsched 
toOabnpCistaPdiapel.  " 
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'  MINISTERS  OF  FAULTS  MBETIXOr' 

George  NewtOD. 

He  was  ejected  from  St  Mar^  Magdalen*!^  Taunton,  and  becana 
the  first  pastor  of  this  congregation,  between  the  years  167S,  and 
1677  ;  with  him  was  connected  as  co.pastor, 

George  Hammond,  M.  A. 

He  was  bom  1690,  and  studied  partly  at  Exeter  college,  Oxford, 
and  partly  at  Trinity  college,  Dublin,  where  he  was  once  met  by 
archbishop  Usher,  who  entered  into  a  familiar  conversation  with 
him,  and  was  so  taken  with  him,  that  long  after  coming  again  to 
the  college,  he  enquired  after  him,  and  expressed  his  opinion 
that  Mr.  Hammond  would  become  a  considerable  man.  At  Oxford 
his  mind  first  imbibed  a  serious  and  deep  sense  of  religion.  He  was 
sometime  minister  of  Totness,  where,  after  he  had  been  preaching 
with  great  seriousness  about  patience  and  resignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  a  young  child  of  his  was  killed  by  falling  out  of  the  window 
of  an  upper  chamber.  By  the  act  of  uniformity  he  was  ejected  from 
the  lifing  of  Trinity  and  St.  Peter,  in  Dorchester,  estimated  atone 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds  per  annum.  The  persecutions  which 
preceded,  and  the  barbarities  which  followed,  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth's attempt,  droTe  him  to  London,  where  he  joined  with,  and 
then  sneoeeded,  Mr.  Richard  Steel,  as  pastor  of  a  congregation. 
He  died  1706.  He  was  an  excellent  scholar,  a  good  critic,  and 
?efy  coufersaut  in  the  scriptures ;  of  a  clear  head  and  faithful 
memory,  of  eminent  humility  and  meekness,  of  a  rery  eren  tem[)er 
and  a  most  peaceable  healing  spirit.  His  sermons  were  plain,  solid, 
and  judicious;  but  for  want  of  a  lifdy  dalifery  were  not  Taloed 
by  common  heirers,  according  to  their  merit.  The  ladies  Courtney 
and  Constantino,  sensible  of  his  abilities  and  qualifications,  con- 
mitted  their  sons  to  his  care.  When  the  nation  was  alarmed  widi 
the  fears  of  popery,  he  was  particularly  actife  and  lealous  in 
preparing  his  people  against  the  attempts  of  seducers,  and  the  day 
of  trial.  For  this  purpose  he  lectured  on  the  tenets  of  popeiy, 
erery  Monday  night,  at  their  own  houses,  to  the  admiration  and 
great  satisfaction  of  those  who  frequented  this  exercise.  He 
published  a  sermon  on  the  Morning  exercises ;  a  discourse  of  family 

'  From  Dr.  Toulmin's  MSS. 
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wDrihip,  drawn  up  at  the  reqaest  of  the  London  miniitera ;  a 
preface  to  Mr.  Richard  Saander*8  Discourse  on  angels ;  and  a 
funeral  lennon  for  Mr.  Richard  Steel,  entitled,  <^  The  Good 
Minister  of  Jesns  Christ,'*  of  which  Mr.  BnllLley,  in  his  <<  Christian 
Minister/'  speaks  in  high  terms.' 

Matthew  Warren  and  Emanuel  Hartford, 
Were  chosen  joint  pastors,  abont  the  year  1687,  on  king  James's 
indulgence. 

Mr.  Warren,  the  younger  son  of  Mr.  John  Warren,  a  gentleman 
of  a  good  estate,  who  lived  at  Otterford,  in  Defon,wasbomin  1643. 
He  recdTed  his  classical  learning  at  Crewkerne,  and  pursued  acade- 
mical studies  four  years  at  Oxford ;  from  whence  he  removed,  with 
kis  tutor  to  Reading,  where  he  spent  a  year  and  then  returned  to 
his  relations,  and  entered  on  ministerial  service :  from  which  he  was 
laid  aside  by  the  act  of  uniformity,  being  ejected  from  Downhead, 
in  Somersetshire.  On  this  event,  at  the  importunity  of  a  friend,  he 
opened  a  seminary  at  Taunton  for  the  education  of  youth  for  the 
sacred  ministry :  over  which  he  presided  for  many  years,  with  great 
repnlation  and  usefulness.  Though  educated  himself  in  the  logic 
and  philosophy  of  the  schools,  and  little  acquainted  with  the  modem 
improvements  of  the  new,  he  encouraged  a  freedom  of  enquiry  and 
of  rending  in  his  pupils,  and  invited  them  to  a  critical  study  of  the 
scriptures.  His  good  humour  and  pleasant  temper,  and  a  liappy 
art  of  adapting  himself  to  the  various  temper  and  genius  of  youth, 
rooted  him  in  their  affections.  He  poMessed  a  great  share  of  learning, 
while  humility  and  modesty  were  distinguishing  parts  of  his  character. 
He  met  with  many  difficulties  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  and  king 
James,  which  he  cheerfully  supported.  His  person  was  often 
sought,  and  singularly  preserved.  Once  his  wife  had  a  strong 
impression  on  her  mind,  that  if  he  did  not  return  from  the  house, 
to  whldl  he  had  retreated  for  safety,  till  such  a  time,  he  would 
certainly  be  taken  prisoner.  Accordingly  she  sent  a  messenger, 
with  a  letter,  earnestly  requesting  his  return,  or  else  he  might  never 
see  her  more*  Mr.  Warren,  ascribing  this  importunity  to  her 
indbposition,  immediately  took  ieave  of  his  friends  and  set  off. 
But  he  had  not  gone  far  from  the  house,  before  looking  back  from 

'  Palmet's  Non-conforndsrs  Memorial^  toL  i.  p.  4fO;  4^1. 
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aa  asceot,  be  mw  it  SBrrounded  hj  penoos,  sent  to  apprehend  hin. 
He  died  Jane  14,  ITOO,  in  the  64th  jeer  of  his  age.  His  life  was 
peace  and  lore :  his  motto,  ^^  Let  jonr  moderation  l>e  luiown  unto 
all  men."  In  his  last  hours,  he  discovered,  under  extreme  Jkain^ 
tme  patience  and  submission.  On  being  aslced  how  he  was,  lie 
answered,  <^  I  am  just  going  into  etemitj ;  but  I  biess  God,  I 
am  neither  ashamed  to  lite,  nor  afraid  to  die."* 

Emanuel  Hartford. 

He  was  ejected  from  Upton-Noble,  in  Somersetshire.  He  was 
descended  from  a  creditable  family,  but  the  circumstances  of  hb 
parents  were  not  equal  to  the  expenses  of  a  liberal  education,  so 
Aat  he  acquired  learning  under  great  diflicnlties,  and  by  hard 
study.  He  went  early  to  the  unirersity,  and  was  maintained 
there  by  a  gentleman ,  who  was  a  stranger  to  Mm,  and  by  an  uncl^ 
a  minbter  of  great  reputation  for  learning  and  piety.  Whusk  he 
left  the  university  he  supported  himself  for  some  time,  by  teadiing 
a  school :  and,  at  the  solicitation  of  many  eminent  persons,  entered 
en  the  ministry  at  about  twenty.one  years  of  age.  He  afterwards 
reflected  on  appearing,  at  so  early  a  period,  in  a  public  character, 
with  regret  and  shame.  During  his  troubles  for  noo.conformi(y^ 
which  were  considerable,  he  resumed  the  study  of  that  controTeny 
with  a  full  determination  to  conform,  if  he  could  tolerably  satisfy 
himself  on  the  question ;  for  he  would  not  expose  himself  to  hard, 
ships  for  slight  reasons :  but  after  his  maturest  studies,  lie  found 
himself  more  dissatisfied  than  before,  and  was  forced  to  take  his  lot 
among  the  non.conformists,  and  share  contempt  and  poTerty  wifli 
them :  <<  who,"  as  he  expressed  it,  <<  were  cast  out,  not  for  idle. 
ness — ^not  for  heresy — ^not  for  insuiSciency— not  for  scandal— not 
for  rebellion ;  but  because,  in  conscience  they  could  not  comply 
with  some  things,  which  their  adtersarles  themsdres  acknoiMedged 
to  be  of  an  indifferent  nature.'*  His  circumstances  were  'nerer 
great,  and  his  subsistence  was  at  all  times  so  scanty,  that  he  knew 
not  from  what  sources  to  proTide  the  necessaries  of  the  next  day : 
when,  by  the  hands  of  a  mere  stranger,  or  some  unexpected  friend, 
seasonable  supplies,  as  his  extremities  returned,  ha^e  been  afforded 


"  Palmer's  Non.conformist'8  Manorial,  toI.  ii.  p.  358,  359. 
Amory's  Lifeof  GroTe,  in  6roTe>s  Works,  yoI,  I.  preboe,  p.  14 
and  Sprint's  Funeral  Sermon  for  Warren. 
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Ikinu  He  wai  always  contented,  easj,  and  cheerfal ;  aad  when  hie 
income  became  settled,  he  laid  by  but  very  little,  and  expended  the 
ererplns,  abore  what  subsisted  his  small  family,  in  charitable  con* 
tribntioDs  ;  many  times  he  straitened  himself  to  help  others,  and 
was  kind  to  the  unkind  and  thankless.  The  little  substance  he 
left  behind  him,  he  bequeathed  to  the  purposes  of  charity  and  piety* 
His  private  conTersatibn  was  serious  and  edifying:  he  was  an 
indefaUgable  student:  his  discourses  were  elaborate  and  judicious^ 
admirmbly  adapted  to  the  different  state  of  his  people ;  comprising 
in  a  few  words,  a  great  deal  of  matter,  clothed  in  a  grave  and 
majestic  style,  and  ranged  in  an  easy  and  natural  method.  And 
his  labours  were  eminently  successful.'  There  was  published  after 
his  death,  in  1725,  a  small  volume  of  sermons,  entitled,  <<  Practical 
Discourses  on  several  Subjects ;"  which  were  printed  from  copies, 
taken  in  short  hand,  as  they  were  preached.  He  died  within  two 
months  of  his  colleague,  August  4th,  1706,  aged  00. 
Edmnnd  Batson. 

He  was  a  student  under  Mr.  Warren,  and  began  to  preach  id 
1693.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Ilminster;  from  whence  he 
removed  to  Clapham,  in  1697 ;  where  he  continued  till  1706;  on 
the  1 1th  of  September,  of  which  year,  he  received  an  iufitation  to 
succeed  the  late  two  worthy  pastors  of  Paul's  meeting,  which  he 
accepted,  and  settled  with  the  congregation  in  the  December 
following.  For  some  years  he  had  a  colleague  in  the  pastoral 
office,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Cornish,  who  dying  in  1714,  Mr.  Batson 
continued  sole  pastor  till  the  year  1730,  or  1733;  when  his 
advanced  years  required  the  aid  of  a  colleague,  to  lighten  the  service 
of  a  nomerous  society,  which  then  consisted  of  1,500  hearers,  and 
the  place  of  worship  was  so  crowded,  that  unless  persons  went 
early,  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  get  to  their  pews.  Mr. 
Batson  was  entirely  laid  aside  by  the  infirmities  of  age  for  two  years 
before  his  death,  which  happened  in  1735. 

Samuel  Stodden,  and Drewitt. 

The  first  gentleman  succeeded  Mr.  Batson,  haviog  been  connected 
with  him,  as  co.pastor,  from  the  year  1732.  Mr.  Drewitt,  who 
was  minister  to  a  congr^ation  of  dissenters,  at  Bridport^  in  Dorset. 


'  Palmer's  Non-conformist's  Memorial^  vol.  ii*  p.  383^  3S4|  and 
Spriars  Funeral  Sermon  for  Mr.  Hartford, 
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•hire,  wms  iarited,  in  1737,  to  be  a  co.pMtor  witli  Mr«  Stodden  ? 
ke  accepted  the  inTitation,  but  continued  in  that  relation  about  a 
year  only ;  for  falling  into  a  consnmption,  he  removed  to  Beamin* 
Iter,  in  Dorsetshire,  for  change  of  air,  and  there  died.  He  was 
succeeded,  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  only,  first  by  Mr.  Steffe, 
and  then  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Fawcett.'    In  the  year  1746,  Mr. 


'  Mr.  Thomas  Steffe  was  the  son  of  the  Re?.  John  Steffe,  a 
worthy  clergyman  of  the  established  church,  remarkable  for  hb 
piety,  learning,  and  moderation,  once  of  Emmannel  College,  in 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  rector  of  Wrentham,  in  Suffolk,  where 
he  died,  August  7th,  1737.  The  subject  of  this  note  was  bom 
April  6th,  1716.  He  had  a  very  weak  constitution  from  his  infancy, 
but  disco? ered  an  early  solidity  of  genius,  seriousness  of  temper, 
and  fondness  for  books.  Ho  formed  an  acquaintance  with  die 
learned  langua^  nnderlrfs  father,  an  accurate  judge  in  the  elq^. 
cies  of  the  latin.  When  he  was  deemed  qualified  for  academical 
studies,.  h^j'QSoIutely^ccllDed,  from  principles  of  conscience,  the 
offers  made  by.  a  person  of  the  first  rank,  of  being  provided  for  at 
the  nniversiiy.  His  case  having  been  accidentally  mentioned  to  the 
Re?.  John  Barker,  an  eminent  dissenting  minister  at  London,  he, 
and  another  gentleman,  unknown,  determined  to  assist  this  promis. 
ing  youth  with  an  exhibition  of  twenty  pounds  per  annum,  to  reliere 
his  father,  advanced  in  years,  and  burdened  with  a  nomerous 
family.  In  the  year  1733,  at  the  request  of  his  friends,  he  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  great  and  good  Dr.  Doddridge,  at 
Northampton.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  from  3  Sam.  tU,  18. 
on  the  first  of  January,  1738 :  and  before  the  end  of  that  month, 
his  excellent  tutor  recommended  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  pott  of 
an  assistant  to  Mr.  Stodden.  His  labours  were  unifersaily  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people,  who  gave  him  an  unanimous  and  preuing 
in? itation  to  settle  with  them,  which  he  accepted,  and  came  to 
Taunton  in  the  following  summer.  All  the  sermons,  except  the 
last,  which  he  composed  during  the  two  years  he  continued  in  this 
situation,  it  appeared  from  the  fairness  with  which  they  were  written, 
and  the  care  with  which  they  were  finished,  were  written  out  twice; 
Aey  were  all  serious,  spiritual,  and  candid,  upon  important  and 
practical  subjects;  and  such  as  became  a  preacher,  who  considered 
that  his  lermoui  were  written  w  the  book  of  God's  remembrance^ 
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Stodden  resigned  his  pastoral  cliai^,  and  remoted  to  his  estate  at 
Budk^gh,  ID  Deron,  where  he  resided  till  his  death.  His  successor  was 

and  that  he  mast  shortly  render  an  account  to  him,  in  whose  name 
and  presence  he  had  the  honour  to  speak.  In  May,  1740,  he  was 
seized  with  the  small.pox,  and  died  the  4ih  of  June,  having  lately 
entered  into  the  35th  year  of  his  age ;  valued  by  persons  of  all  deno« 
minmtions,  and  nnirersally  lamented.  In  the  year  1742,  there 
appeared  from  the  press  a  posthumous  volume  in  12mo,  of  his 
sermons  on  several  subjects,  published  at  the  desire  of  several  of 
his  friends,  by  Dr.  Doddridge ;  with  an  account  of  hb  life  and 
character,  and  some  extracts  from  his  letters.'  His  sermons  shew 
his  correctness,  judgment,  and  genius;  and  they,  with  his  letters^ 
testify  to  hb  excellent  spirit  and  ardent  piety. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Fawcett,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Steffe,  was  bom  at 
Sleaford,  in  Lincolnshire,  1715,  was  also  educated  nnder  Dr. 
Doddridge,  and  came  to  Taunton  in  1741  ;  where  he  was  ordained 
and  married.  In  1745,  he  removed  to  Kidderminster,  in  Worces. 
tershire ;  where  he  continued  thirty.five  years,  sole  pastor  of  a  large 
nod  fonrlshing  congregation ;  and  died  Oct.  18th,  1780,  aged  65. 
He  conducted  the  public  services  of  his  ministry  with  uncommon 
seal  and  ardour.  His  private  conversation  discovered  a  deep  and 
lively  sense  of  piety,  and  an  habitual  desire  of  impressing  the  minds 
of  his  acquaintence  with  the  same.  He  was  peculiarly  punctual 
and  regular  in  the  transactions  of  civil  life,  and  most  diligent  in  the 
improvement  of  his  time,  and  with  this  view,  was  a  constant  early 
riser.  His  labours  and  studies  were  animated  by  a  spirit  of  zeal^ 
but  that  zeal  was  not  contaminated  by  bigotry  ;  for  he  had  a  full 
conviction,  that  the  difficulties  attending  controversial  subjects  lay 
a  just  foundation  for  candour  :*  of  this  he  gave  an  instructive  and 
amiable  proof  in  a  judicious  tract  published  by  him,  not  long  before 
his  death,  entitled,  ^<  Candid  Reflections  on  the  different  Manner 
in  which  the  learned  and  pious  have  expressed  themselves  concern- 
ing the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity ;  in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend."  This 
was  soon  followed  by  an  appendix,  addressed  to  the  <^  Reverend 
Ministers  and  Gentlemen,  Managers  of  the  Independent  Fund  in 

I  Sec  his  life  prefixed  to  his  sermons. 

s  From  the  communications  of  his  son,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fawcett,  of  Beamia- 
Iter,  and  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Damcott  of  Taunton. 
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Richard  Peariall. 

He  was  born  at  Kidderminster,  in  WorcestersUre,  Atfgnst  t9j 
1608 ;  and  received  hU  academical  education  nnder  tlie  learned  Mr. 
Samuel  Jones,  at  Tewkesbury,  in  Gioncestersldre;  spent  the  first 
ten  years  of  hb  ministry  at  Bromyard^  in  Herefordshire;  removed 
from  thence  to  Warminster,  in  Wiltshire,  where  he  continued  his 
ministry  sixteen  years  i  and,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1746, 
settled  at  Taunton  ;  where,  after  having  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  character,  with  great  acceptance,  for  above  fifteen  years,  heditd 
much  respected  and  beloved  by  his  people,  November  10,  170i/ 
He  had  a  great  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  knew  how  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  civil  life  with  a  skill  and  address  suitable  to  the  concerns 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  the  characters  with  whom  he  bad  to 
transact  them.  His  assistance  was  often,  therefore,  sought  in  the 
public  political  business  of  the  town ;  especially  where  there  wu 
occasion  for  an  able  and  insinuating  epistolaiy  correspondence. 
His  deportment  was  friendly  and  affable.  The  vglniot  Zealand 
piety  glowed  in  his  public  ministration ;  and  his  ^compositions  are 
described  by  the  editor  of  his  posthumous  pieces,  as  <^  consecrated 
with  a  rich  vein  of  deep  and  evangelical  devotion,  and  more  or  less 
brightened  with  the  traces  of  a  lively  and  pleasing  imagination/' 
He  published  a  funeral  sermon  on  Job,  ziv.  3. 1740 ;  another,  for 
M  rs.  Tristram,  on  Psalm  xvii.  1 5, 1 758 ;  in  the  same  year,  a  third,  on 
2d  Chron.  uiiv.  3.  for  Master  Henry  Peacock,  who  died  No?.  27, 


London ;  occasioned  by  an  Anonymous  Letter  to  the  Author.'' 
His  other  publications,  all  expressive  of  the  earnestness  with  which 
he  directed  his  exertions  to  the  advancement  of  practical  religion, 
were,  besides  several  single  sermons,  ^^  A  Compassionate  Address 
to  the  Christian  Negroes  in  Virginia  and  other  British  Colonies  in 
North  America.^'— «  The  Grand  Enquiry ;  Am  I  in  Christ  or  not  ?'^ 
«  The  Sacred  Almoner."— «  The  Rellf^ous  Weaver;  or  Pious 
Meditations  on  the  Trade  of  Weaving." — <<  Extracta  Xrom  the 
Diary,  Meditations,  and  Letters  of  Mr.  Joseph  Williams.*' — 
<<  Observations  on  the  nature,  causes,  and  cure  of  Melancholy; 
especially  of  that  which  is  called  Religious  Melancholy."*-And 
abridgments  of  several  of  the  practical  pieces  of  the  gteat  Mu 
Baxter,  particularly  his  <^  Saints  Everlasting  Rest." 
'  Dr.  Gibbon's  Preface  to  his  Reliquiss  Sacrse,  p.  3» 
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1757y  aged  15;  and  a  sermon  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rer. 
James  Kirknp,  Nov.  11,  1747,  on  Rom.  x.  15.  ^^  Qontemplations 
on  tibe  ocean,  harTOst,  sickness,  last  judgment;  on  butterflies,  on 
tlie  fnlLmoon,  and  in  a  walk  through  a  wood  ;  in  a  series  of  letters 
to  sereral  friends,"  S  toIs.  12mo.  He  was  also  the  editor  of  a 
piece,  entitled,  '^The  power  and  pleasure  of  the  divine  life, 
exemplified  in  the  late  Mrs.  Houseman,  of  Kidderminster,  as 
extracted  from  her  own  papers.*'  After  his  death  were  published 
from  his  manuscripts,  designed  for  the  press,  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Gibbons,  '^  Reliquiae  Sacre ;  or  meditations  on  select  passages 
of  scripture :  and  sacred  dialogues  between  a  father  and  his 
children,"  3  toIs.  12mo.  To  which  is  prefixed  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  church  under  his  pastoral  care,  which  he  left  to  be  read  to 
them  after  his  decease ;  stronglj  expressire  of  his  affection  for 
them,  and  of  his  lirelj  and  earnest  concern  for  their  prosperity. 
The  next  pastor  to  this  congregation  was 

William  Johnson. 

He  was  bora  in  1710,  near  Skeyton,  in  Norfolk,  and  receired 
his  classical  learning  under  the  Re?.  Joseph  Nichol  Scott,  sometime 
a  dissenting  minister  at  Norwich,  and  afterwards  a  physician. 
He  pursued  his  academical  studies  under  the  direction  of  the  Tery 
learned  Mr.  John  Eames,  F.  R.  S.  and  the  Rer.  Dr.  Abraham 
Taylor,  a  minister  of  eminence  of  the  independent  denomination, 
at  Deptford,  near  London.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Rycgate, 
in  Surrey,  where  he  was  ordained  October  6,  1736.  He  remored 
from  that  place  to  Romsey,  in  Hants,  where  he  spent  near  fire 
and  twenty  years,  and  opened  a  school  for  classical  learning,  which 
he  carried  on,  with  reputation  and  usefulness,  to  his  death.  A 
gmccfol  person  and  melodious  voice  set  off  his  pulpit  services ; 
whidi  were  generally  acceptable  and  pleasing.  He  died  December 
4,  1768^  aged  58,  expressing.a  perfect  resignation  to  the  will  of 
GoDy  and  desiring,  whetjber  liriog  or  dying  to  be  the  Lord's ;  saying, 
^  1  desire  to  lire  no  longer  t|ian  I  can  li?e  to  the  glory  of  6op :" 
and  speaking  with,  great  joy  and  satisfaction  on  the  blessedness  of 
thekoavnly  state.  Amongst  his  last  words  were  these :  ^<  There 
is  a^ing  bdoiyging  to  this  world  worth  liring  for :"  and  <<  The 
of  God  are  nfdther  few  nor  small."    Mn  JohnsoB 
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published  only  a  charge  at  the  ordination  of  the  ReT.  Mr.  Peanoii| 
kt  LymiiigtoD.' 

Abdiel  Edwards, 

On  the  decease  of  Mr.  Johnson,  was  in?ited  to  accept  of  the 
pastoral  office.  He  was  the  son  of  the  ReT.  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
minister  of  the  independent  society,  at  Bradford,  in  Wilts.  He 
commenced  his  academical  studies  under  the  Rer.  John  LaTington, 
and  on  his  decease,  1764,  finished  them,  at  Bridport,  under  the 
ReT.  James  Rooker.  He  first  settled  at  Glastonbury.  His  connec- 
tion with  Paul's  Meeting  subsisted  about  two  years;  when  he 
resigned  it,  and  returning  to  Glastonbury,  in  a  few  months  after 
died  of  a  consumption. 

Thomas  Reader 

Succeeded  at  midsummer  1771.  He  published,  besides  sereral 
single  sermons,  a  letter  to  Dr.  Priestley  on  his  appeal,  and  another 
to  sir  Harry  Trelawny,  on  his  sermon^  preached  at  Taunton,  May 
36,  1770.  <<  Remarks  on  the  prophetic  part  of  the  Revelation  of 
St.  John."  8to.  *'  Remarks  on  the  three  first  chapters  of  the 
Reielation  of  St.  John.''  And  ^<  Israel's  Salvation:  or,  an  Accouot 
from  the  prophecies  of  Scripture  of  the  grand  Events  which  await 
the  Jews,  to  the  end  of  time."  Mr.  Reader  died  in  1704,  having 
been  assisted  in  his  ministerial  labours,  for  a  short  time  previously  to 
his  death,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Rooker,  who  continued  to  preach  to 
the  congregation  until  the  appointment  of  the  next  pastor^ 

Isaac  Tozer, 

Who  was  assisted  during  the  last  ten  years  of  his  ministry  by  his 
son,  the  Rev.  Robert  Tozer.  Mr.  Tozer  died  in  1820,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  pastor, 

Thomas  Luke. 


'  From  private  information,  the  services  at  Mr.  Johnson's 
ordination,  and  his  funeral  sermon,  by  the  Rev.  John  Peacock.— 
Mr.  Scott,  mentioned  above,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Scott, 
many  years  a  respectable  dissenting  minister  at  Norwich,  was,  it  is 
said,  richly  furnished  with  Greek  literature.  He  published  in  9  vols. 
8vo.  1743,  a  series  of  very  ingenious  and  sensible  discourses,  preached 
at  the  French  church  lecture  in  Norwich,  entitled,  <<  Sermons 
preached  in  defence  of  all  religions,  whether  natural  or  revealed." 
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ilftanumental  ^nmiptCoius 

IN   PAULS   MEETING. 


H.  S.  E. 
HENRICUS  GKOVIUS, 
Optimoruin  parentum  proles  optima  ; 
Patrem  enim  ex  antiqua  GroTioraro  familia  Wiitonensi, 
Matren  ex  BoTiorum  in  agro  DeToniensi  hand  minas  Tetusta, 
Ortos,  pietate  et  beneficentia  iosignes,  habuit, 
Utrisque  Tirtutum  fiiias  herct 
Bonarum  literaram  studiis  tarn  sedulo  se  applicait, 
Ut|  uino  aetatis  Ticesitno  tertio,  in  frequenti  theologornm  caetu, 
Ad  joventntem  liberalibus  disciplinis  institaendam, 
Omnlam  sofifragiis  eligeretar ; 
Ad  quod  munas  animns  etiam  ingennus,  moramque  snaTitas, 
Natura  ilium  finxisse  Tidebantnr. 
Neque  spem  erentus  fefellit ; 
Amios  enim  amplins  triginta,  hand  minore  sua  lattde 
Quam  bono  publico,  in  eo  Teraatus, 
Mentes  juTenileB  omntgena  paiiter  tirtnte 
Ac  optimb  artibus  excoiere  studiose  laboravit. 
Pastoris  interim  officio  fungent, 
Pari  fidelitate  gregi  suoinTigilayit, 
Eaqne  quibus  salus  humana  precipue  afficitur, 
Tarn  in  concionibus  quam  scriptis,  incnlcans^ 
Nihil  ad  gratiam  aut  partinm  studta 
Dicere  sustinuit. 
Simplex  autem  Tsrique  studiositsimus, 
Pietatem  in  Deum,  in  homines  charitatem, 
Copiditatum  moderationem,  ut  summa  religionis  capita, 
Omnium  approbation!  commendaTit. 
Ea  ingenii  felicitate  usus  est, 
Ut,  in  quodcnnqne  argumentum  sese  conrertit, 
Acute  cogitare,  subtiliter  distinguere,  graviter  judicare, 
Sensumque  animi  facile  exponere  posset. 
Tarn  modeste  autem  de  se  sensit, 
Vt  nemini,  quod  in  alia  esset  sententia,  litem  moTeret. 
Sorte  sua,  licet  modica,  contentus  fuit, 
Aiiornm  rebus  lautioribus  baud  inridens. 
Nee  cnpiens. 
Tot  tantisque  Tirtutibus  ornatus, 
Omnibus  sibi  notu  amatus  yixit,  obiit  defletttft 
III.  Cah  Martii,  anno  Domini 
MDCCXXXVII. 
iEtalis  sus  LV. 
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(IN  EXGLISH.) 

Here  lies 

HENRY  GROVE, 

An  eicellent  son  of  excellent  parents* 

His  father,  who  was  descended  from  the  ancient  fam&f 

Of  the  GroTos  of  Wiltshire, 

And  his  mother,  who  came  from  the  BoTejrs, 

A  familj  of  equal  antiqaity  iu  the  county  of  Derony 

Were  alike  distinguished  for  piety  and  beneficence. 

Their  son,  who  inherited  the  virtues  of  both, 

Applied  himself  so  closely  to  literary  stndieSi 

That,  at  the  age  of  twenty  .three, 

He  was  nnanimonsly  chosen,  in  a  numerous  assembly  of  dlTfaiiS, 

To  instruct  youth  in  the  liberal  arU ; 

An-oi&oe)  for  which  an  ingenuous  mind,  and  snavity  of  wanncis, 

Appeared  by  nature  to  have  formed  him. 

Nor  were  the  expectations  that  had  been  entertained  of  him 

Decetved  by  the  event ; 

For  engaged  in  that  dnty  above  thirty  years, 

With  no  less  honour  to  himself  than  benefit  to  the  pub1iC| 

He  assiduously  laboured  to  adorn  the  yonthfnl  mind, 

Not  only  with  every  virtue. 

But  with  the  mobt  valuable  knowledge. 

Discharging  in  the  mean  time  the  functions  of  amiuister  bf  the  gospel, 

He  watched  with  equal  fidelity  over  his  flock. 

And  while  he  inculcated,  both  in  his  sermons  and  in  his  writings, 

Those  things  which  most  materially  affect 

The  salvation  of  mankind, 

He  shewed  himself  equally  incapable  of  courting  favonr^ 

And* of  indulging  a  spirit  of  party. 

Sincere  and  stndions  of  the  truth, 

He  recommended  to  the  approbation  of  all, 

As  the  most  important  points  in  rel%ion. 

Piety  to  God,  charity  to  men,  restraint  of  the  passions. 

With  such  a  felicity  of  talent  was  he  endowed, 

That  to  whatever  subject  he  directed  his  attention, 

He  was  acute  in  examining,  nice  in  discriminating. 

Weighty  in  his  j  ndgment,  and  ready  in  the  expression  of  his  tiiou^ts. 

But  so  modest  an  opinion  had  he  of  his  own  abilities. 

That  he  never  quarrelled  vHth  any  one 

For  difiiBring  from  him  in  sentiment 

With  his  circumstances,  though  moderate,  he  wtfs  oontented. 

Neither  envying  nor  coveting  the  more  affluent  state  of  others. 

Adorned  with  virtues  so  many  and  so  eminent^ 

He  lived  beloved,  and  died  lamented,  by  all  vrho  knew  1iID| 

Departing  this  life  the  97th  of  Febrnary,  1737^ 

In  the  65th  year  of  liis  age. 

^rm^.— On  a  Chevron  three  Escallops. 
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Jn  lltf^emortam 

IMMANUELIS  HARFORD, 

Vin  admodam  reTerendi,  pii,  docti, 

Annoft'eirciter  XX.  Ecclesias  hajus  pastoris, 

Qifi,  laboribus  studiisq^ue  ezhaustus,  dbiit 

Die  Aug.  Ylil.  anno  Domini  MDCCVl. 

^tatis  suae  LXVI. 

Monupnentum  hoc  amici  posuere. 

^^  The  word  that  I  ha?e  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him 

in  the  last  daj." — John  xii.  48. 

(Ijy' EJSTGHSB.) 

In  memory  of 

XMMANUBL  HARFORD, 

A  quyt  referend,  pioas^  and  learned  man, 

Who  was  i^tor  of  this  congregation  aboqt  twentj  years^ 

And  who, 

Worn  out  with  labour  and  jtudy. 

Departed  this  life  the  8th  of  August,  1706, 

In  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 

His  iiienda  have  erect^  this  moaun^ei^t* 


In  Memory  of 
Mr.  JOSIAH:  peacock, 
Bom  IPth  June,  1605,  died  3tst  May,  1775. 
Interred  the  body  lies,  thus  speaks  the  stone  ; 
Where  It  now  rests  must  shortly  rest  thy  own  : 
Tet  shall  this  frame  re-aidniated  rise. 
And  join  its  kindred  spirit  in  the  skies. 

BETTY, 

The  wife  of  Samuel  Reed,  of  this  town;  wooUmerchant,  who 

departed  this  life  the  13th  day  of  August,  1766,  aged  44  years. 

The  aboye  SAMUEL  REED, 

Obiit  June  26th,  1770,  aged  71. 

AUo  MARY  REED, 

Wife  of  tlie  abore  Samael  Reed,  who  died  Nor.  26, 1807,  aged  91 . 

•Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
THOMAS  PARSONS,  Esq.  and  MARY,  his  wife, 
Tbomas  Parsons  died  February  2<i,  1800,  aged  76. 
Mary  Parsona  died  Feb.  Ijt,  1788,  aged  80. 
^<  Behold,  I  come  quickly.''— Aev.  xiii.  7. 
Reader,  prepare,  death  soon  will  strike  at  ihee  ; 
O  seek  for  life  in  Christ,  that  you  may  be 
Prepared  in  time  for  yast  eternity. 

Sacred  to  the  Mei?iory  of 
Mr.JOHH- WESTCOTT, 
Sergo^maker^  who  died  July  5tb^  178],  aged  80  years. 
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baptists'   CHAPEIm 

This  chapel  is  situate  in  Mary-street,  and  is  a  large 
and  handsome  building,  erected  in  1 72 1 .  The  dimen- 
sions, including  the  walls,  are  fifty-four  feet  by  forty- 
nine.  The  roof  is  supported  by  two  strong  and  curious 
pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  pulpit  and  the 
stair-case  are  enriched  with  elegantly  carved  work. 
The  fronts  of  the  galleries  and  pews  are  made  of 
Flemish  oak,  which  gives  the  whole  a  neat  and  hand- 
some appearance.  The  seats  are  judiciously  arranged, 
so  as  to  make  the  access  to  them  perfectly  easy,  and  to 
give  every  hearer  a  view  of  the  preacher.  It  is  furnished 
with  one  large  and  handsome  brass  chandelier,  and 
two  small  ones :  and  for  the  communion  there  is  a 
complete  and  rich  service  of  plate,  consisting  of  two 
plates  for  the  bread,  two  flagons  for  the  wine,  and 
four  cups  with  feet  to  serve  it  round  to  the  commnni- 
cants,  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Samuel  Noble,  attorney  at 
law,  in  1745 ;  with  a  pair  of  candlesticks  with  snnffers 
and  dish,  the  legacy  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Jane  Noble, 
in  1777.  Before  this  edifice  there  is  an  area  nine  feet 
wide,  and  behind  it  a  commodious  burial  gpround. 

This  building  was  raised  by  the  generous  and  sole 
exertions  of  the  society,  nearly  on  the  spot  where  the 
old  meeting-house  stood. 

A  society  of  baptists  existed,  in  this  town,  so  hr 
back  as  the  year  1646.  Some  peculiar  sentiments 
and  practices  with  respect  to  the  institution  of  baptism, 
as  the  name  denotes,  distinguish  this  congregatiooL 
from  other  protestant  dissenters.  They  apprehend 
that  what  is  called  infant  baptism  has  no  foundation 
in  the  New  Testament ;  because  there  does  not  occur 
there  any  precept  enjoining  it,  nor  any  example  of 
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the  practice,  to  give  it  a  sanction ;  consequently  that  it 
is  no  institution  of  Christ.  It  is  also  their  opinion  that 
had  the  greek  word  baptizo,  expressing  the  initiatory 
ordinance  of  the  christian  religion,  been  translated, 
it  must  have  been  rendered  to  dipf  or  immerse :  they, 
therefore,  in  the  administration  of  this  ordinance,  lay 
the  whole  body  under  water  and  raise  it  up  again.  In 
other  points,  this  denomination  of  christians  formerly 
agreed  with  other  protestant  dissenters,  particularly 
in  adopting  the  system  of  Calvin,  and,  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity,  Though  there  were,  originally,  in  this 
town  a  body  of  them,  who  discarded  the  sentiments 
of  Calvin,  concerning  the  power  of  human  will,  and 
were  called  Free-wUlers;  who  being  reduced  to  a 
few  men  and  women,  were  united  to  the  other  society 
of  Baptists,  in  1722.  This  society,  since  that  time, 
has  assumed  a  different  cast ;  their  worship  is  con- 
ducted  on  the  Unitarian  plan  of  devotion,  in  which 
all  prayers  are  addressed  to  One  God  and  Father  of 
aUp  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  their  communion 
is  open  to  christians  who  differ  from  them  on  the 
questions  concerning  the  mode  and  subjects  of  baptism* 

MINISTERS  OV  THE  BAPTIST  CONGREGATION* ' 

Thomas  Burgess 

Was  its  first  pastor;  but  the  date  of  his  connexion  cannot 
eiactlj  be  ascertidned.  He  suffered  frequent  imprisonments  for 
his  reUgions  profession.* 

Thomas  WhinneL 

He  resided  at  Bristol,  and  was  inTited  to  Taunton,  in  August,  1688. 
He  continued  pastor  of  this  congregation  tiU  March  1,  1720.    His 

'  From  Dr.  Toulmin's  MSS. 

*  Cfosbj's  History  of  the  Eoglisb  Baptists,  tqI.  iii.  p.  136. 
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fanenl  sermon  was  preached  hj  Mr.  Thomas  Lucas^  of  Trowbridge 
oa  Psalm  czix.  165,  who  sajs  of  Mr.  Whinnel,  that  «<he  was  an 
example  of  loving  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the  pleasure  and  peaoe 
which  result  from  thence.      He  began  to  be  religious  betimes,  and 
betook  himself  to  the  reading  and  studj  of  the  scriptures,  the  bible 
being  generally  before  him ;  and  in  this  study  he  continued  to  the 
last;  by  which  means  he  became  familiarly  acquainted  with  the 
re? ealed  will  of  God.     His  religion,  as  he  did  not  place  it  in  little 
niceties  and  singularities,  was  far  from  bigotry  or  enthusiasm  :  nor 
did  he  think  that  it  obliged  him  to  a  stiff,  starch  behaTionr,  to  a 
demure  look,  or  an  unsociable,  sullen  resenre;  but  an  agreeable 
mixture  of  chearfulness  and  gravity  sat  in  his  aspect     His  address 
was  easy  and  smooth ;  an  endearing  freedom  and  lacetionsness, 
happily  blended  with  an  air  of  serionsaess,  ran  through  hb  demeanor, 
which  at  once  drew  respect  and  rererence.     He  had  learnt  the  art, 
which  bnt  few  can  attain,  of  conversing  with  Camiliarity,  without 
danger  of  throwing  himself  into  contempt.     About  the  age  of  two 
and  twenty  he  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  continued 
in  it  two  or  three  and  forty  years  ;  his  whole  soul  was  engaged  in  it, 
and  to  fnliii  it  he  saffisred  persecutions,  fines,  and  imprisonmeDts. 
His  gesture  and  mien  in  the  palpit  were  graceful,  his  pronunciation 
sweet,  his  explanation4>f  the  scriptures  clear,  and  his  applications 
apt  and  pathetic.    He  had  an  admirable  skill  in  reproving  offenders, 
so  as  to  convince  and  engage  at  the  same  time.    His  preaching  and 
practice  were  of  apiece.    His  graces  were  rendered  more  bright 
and  conspicnoas  by  the  admirable  sweetness  of  his  natural  temper. 
It  was  difficult  to  throw  him  into  a  passion,  bnt  easy  to  reduce  him 
to  a  oalm.    Ho  was  made  np  of  tenderness  and  compasdon,  and 
seemed  to  have  made  the  griefs  and  sorrows  of  others  his  own.    He 
was  of  n  generous   temper,  would   sacri$ce   his   own   private 
interest  to  the  public  gQod ;  and  his  parse,  as. well  .as  his  labprnv, 
was  at  the  service  of  the  cause,  in  which  he  embarked.    Nor  jwere 
his  good  offices  confined  to  those  of  his  own  sentiments  in  religion ; 
he  was  ever  ready  to  express  his  lore  to  all  O^t  .feared  God, 
and  laboured  to  be,  without  distinction,  extensively  nsef^uJ.    Ha 
was  singularly  serviceable  to  the  town  of  Taunton,  and  generally 
beloved.  As  far  as  could  be  perceived,  his  mind  wasaLways  peaceful, 
calffi^  and  serene :    especbDy  did  his  peace  abound,  when  he  came 
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iritUn  view  of  dcadi.  «  My  work,"  idd  lie,  <<  is  finished,  and  I  am 
preptred  for  death.  I  do  not  desire  to  retam,  bnt  had  rather  depart 
mad  be  wUk  Christ*  I  know  in  whom  I  hare  belicred.  I  have  no 
doobt,  no  dond  npon  my  mind.  Death  is  not  terrible.  I  know 
its  sting  is  taken  away  ;  and  though  the  passage  is  dark  and  gloomy, 
yet  I  mast  pass  through  it ;  which  I  am  willing  to  do,  since  it  leads 
to  those  blissful  mansions,  where  I  shall  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord."* 
Mr.  Whinnel  pnblufaed  one  sermon,  entitled,  '<  Tlie  best  portion ; 
bdng  a  sermon  preached  at  the  faneral  of  Mrs.  Mary  Steed,  in  die 
city  of  Exon,  Not.  16,  1600."  4to.  In  the  dedication  he  thns 
expressed  himself;  '<  I  know  not  whether  it  be  my  nnhappiness, 
that  I  cannot  please  myself  in  any  thing  that  I  do  for  Jesns  Christ ; 
yet  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  God  accepts  my  sincere,  though 
mean,  endea?onrs  fbr  his  glory  :  my  whole  design  (as  ftLT  as  I  know 
my  own  heart)  is  to  promote  charity,  truth,  and  peace^  amongst  all 
Willi  whom  I  am  concerned." 

Joseph  Jeflfries. 

He  was  a  nati?e  of  Taunton,  and  was  ordained  co^pastor  with 
Mr.  Whinnel,  Aug.  6,  I7r7.  On  the  death  of  the  latter  he  came 
to  the  sole  care  of  this  congregation.  Mr.  Jeffries  left  behind  him 
m  respectable  and  amiable  character  for  piety,  a  generous  and 
active  leal  in  promoting  erery  public  design  for  the  adTanccment  of 
idigioii,  and  for  his  condescending  affability  and  liberality  to  the 
poor.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he  was  led,  by  further  enquiry 
and  reflection,  into  a  couTiction,  that  the  Calf  inlstic  sentiments  he 
had,  in  an  early  period,  espoused,  and  to  that  time  preached, 
were  not  well  founded  in  the  holy  scriptures ;  and  he  displayed  his 
candonr  and  integrity  by  an  arowal,  from  the  pulpit,  of  the  change 
in  his  sentiments,  and  by  his  endearours  to  lead  his  people  into  the 
views  he  then  entertained.    He  died  in  April,  1746. 

Bicbard  Harrison/  A.M. 

He  preached  Mr.  Jeffries'  funeral  sermon,  and  was  chosen  to 
sneceed  him.  He  was  a  natire  of  the  city  of  York,  and  the  youngest 
ef  twdre  children.     His  father  for  many  years  was  a  member 

*  Extracted  from  the  funeral  sermon. 

*  This  axticle  is  drawn  up  fronipritate  information  and  personal 
knowledge. 
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of  the  estebliahed  chnrch,  and  educated  his  eldest  son  to  the  ministrf 
in  it ;  bat  afterwards  joined  the  protestant  dissenters.  Mr.  Harrison 
received  his  academical  learning  at  the  unifersity  of  Edinbargh. 
The  first  years  of  his  public  ministry  were  spent,  partly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London,  when  he  was  librarian  to  Dr«  Wiliiams'4 
library,  and  preached  at  Newington  Green ;  and  partly  at  Colchester* 
He  was  afterwards  minister  of  a  psedo-baptist  congregation  atOzford. 
From  that  city,  haTing  been  interrupted  one  Lord's  day  in  his  public 
aerrices,  by  rudeness  and  bigotry,"  he  removed  to  Thame,  in  the 
same  county ;  whcif  he  serred  a  small  society,  who  knew  and 
respected  his  worth.  Though  before  he  settled  there,  he  had  changed 
his  sentiments,  on  the  questions  concerning  the  subjects  and  mode 
of  baptism,  this  people  liberally  dispensed  with  those  ministerial 
functions  he  could  not  conscientiously  perform.  From  Thame  he 
remoTed  to  Moreton-Hampstead,  in  Deronshire;  and  from  that 
place  to  Bridgwater,  in  Somersetshire ;  from  whence  he  was  iuTited 
to  Taunton  ;  where  he  continued  eighteen  years,  till  1764,  baring 
generously  resigned  his  connexion  to  make  room  for  the  late  Dr. 
Toulmin,  who  also,  about  that  time,  saw  reason  to  declare,  on 
conriction,  against  the  practice  of  infant  baptism.  Mr.  Harrison 
continued  to  reside  at  Taunton  for  six  years ;  when  he  remoTed  to 
Nailsworth,  and  then  to  Tewkesbury,  in  Gloucestershire.  From 
the  last  place  he  went  to  lire  at  LiTerpooI,  and  preached  for  some 
time  at  a  chapel  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town.  His  last 
lettlement,  as  a  minister,  was  at  Leek,  in  Staffordshire.  The 
congregations  which  he  serred,  after  he  left  Taunton,  were  all 
pssdo-baptists.  In  e? ery  place,  he  left,  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
an  affectionate  sense  and  a  respectful  remembrance  of  his  worth  and 
goodness.  When  he  had  resided  some  time  at  Leek,  he  was 
incapacitated  for  public  serrices  by  a  paralytic  stroke,  which, 
though  slight,  affected  the  organs  of  speech.  On  this  he  returned 
to  York,  after  an  absence  of  many  years,  <<  to  lay  his  bones," 

*  As  he  was  preaching,  a  man  of  the  congregation  rose  up  and 
asked  aloud,  what  thai  he  deli? ered  had  to  do  with  the  edificatioii 
of  souls  ?  to  which  Mr.  Harrison  replied  with  great  readiness  and 
calm  firmness,  <<  What  I  have  said,  I  hare  said  under  a  sense  of  his 
presence  in  whose  name  I  speak,''  On  the  information  of  Mr.  Ward. 
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mt  lie  eipresMd  it,  <<  where  he  first  receired  them."  Here  he  spent 
the  rmuiider  of  his  days.  About  the  beginning  of  Dec.  1781, 
he  wss  risited  with  a  more  general  paralytic  seizure,  wliich,  as  a 
respected  mutual  friend'  writes,  <'  gradually  increased  upon  bim 
Ibr  about  three  weelLs,  then  took  him  off  without  a  struggle,  and, 
it  b  betiered,  without  a  pain.  Through  the  whole  of  his  illness  he 
retained  bis  wonted  serenity  and  cheerfulness  of  mind,  and  died  as 
a  good  man  would  wish  to  die,''  between  se? enty  and  eighty  yeara 
•f  age.  He  was  a  man  of  great  simplicity  and  integrity ;  deli? ering 
his  sentiments  from  the  pulpit  with  an  undisguised  frankness,  and 
muntaining,  in  all  his  conduct,  probity  of  character.  A  gentleman, 
who  well  knew  mankind,  often  said,  <<  That  he  had  rather  ba?e 
Mr.  Harrison's  hearty  than  lord  Bacon's  head."  He  was  scarcely 
known,  amidst  all  the  freedoms  of  social  convene,  to  speak  e?  11 
of  any  man.  Such  was  his  modesty  and  humility,  he  ever  eipressed 
a  deep  and  grateful  sense  of  erery  instance  of  respect  and  kindness 
shewn  to  him,  as  if  beyond  his  merit.  So  far  was  he  from  envying 
the  talents,  or  being  jealous  of  the  popularity  of  other  ministers^ 
that  he  took  a  pleasure  to  introduce  into  his  pulpit  those  whose 
ministrations  he  thought  would  be  more  pleasing  than  his  own.  His 
generosity  was  great,  and  he  has  been  known  to  give  a  garment  away 
before  he  was  furnished  with  another  in  its  place.  His  sermons 
were  jadictous  and  instructive,  though  not  popular.  Great  was  his 
candour  towards  those  who  differed  from  him  in  religious  sentiments : 
hrg^  and  diffusive  vras  his  charity.  His  publications  were,  a  letter 
in  the  IThite.Hall  Evening  Post,  Sept.  17,  1747,  to  the  author 
of  the  dissenting  gentleman's  letter  to  Mr.  White.  In  1747,  <<  An 
humble  and  free  address  to  the  most  noble  president,  &c.  of  the 
Foundling  Hospital ;"  signed  Verax.  It  discussed  the  question 
concerning  infant  baptism.  A  letter  by  way  of  reply  to  it  was  sent 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magaaine,  but  was  not  allowed 
aplace, 

Joshua  Toalinin,  D.  D* 

A  memoir  of  Dr.  Toulmin,  the  author  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
History  of  Taunton,  is  giren  in  a  subsequentxhapter. 

Job  David. 

Dr.  Toulmin  was  succeeded  in  the  year  1803^  as  the  pastor  ot 
this  congregation,  by  the  Rev.  Job  David,  who  was  born  ^^ 

*  Rev.  Mr.  Cappe,  of  York. 
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NewtXHuNottage,  id  the  eoonty  of  GluDorgan,  ia  17M.  BU  father, 
who  was  a  baptist  minister,  and  had  the  snperintendanoe  of  a  chnrdi 
9i  Pen.y.fai,  In  the  ficlnity  of  Bridgend,  died  October  2Sd,  ITM, 
in  Us  50th  year ;  and  his  name  and  character  are  highly  spoken  of 
in  that  part  of  die  principality,  ef en  to  the  present  day.  The  eon 
hating  been  sometime  brfore  baptised,  and  commenced  praachar, 
was  sent  in  1746,  to  the  baptist  academy  at  Briatol,  nnder  the  cue 
of  Messrs.  Hugh  and  Caleb  Enuis,  botfc  then  In  the  aenith  of  their 
repntatioa.  Hcn  he  remained  tiU  1771,  and  afterwards  went  bndL 
to  Wales,  oficiating  at  Pen-yiiai.  He  was  afterwards  inTited  to 
Frome,  in  this  oonnty,  to  ancceed  Mr.  Ledglield,  «ad  was  oidaiaed 
Oct.  7th,  1779.  Being  Oios  settled,  he,  in  1774,  married  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Allen,  a  repntable  tradesman  of 
that  town,  by  whom  he  had  several  children.  His  wife  dying  in 
1794,  he,  in  1798,  married  the  amiable  and  truly  respectable  widow 
of  the  late  Richard  Wilson,  esq.  At  Frome,  Mr.  Darid  continued 
for  thirty  years,  discharging  his  pastoral  office,  with  seal  and 
industry.  In  1803,  he  succeeded  Dr.  Tonlmin  at  Taunton,  on  hia 
remoTai  to  Birmingham.  Fi?e  years  he  continued  the  assidnona 
pastor  of  this  congn^tion,  but  the  disorder  of  the  stone  had,  by 
this  time,  gricTonsly  undermined  his  constitntion.  Sea.bathing 
was  recommended  by  the  faculty ;  and  he  accordingly,  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  1800,  retired  with  his  family  to  Swansea,  wkera 
he  receired  benefit  from  bathing.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1813, 
a  severe  Illness  seised  him,  brought  on  by  hb  original  complaint, 
and  he  expired  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.  Though  he  had 
suffered  much  pain,  yet  no  mnrmnr  escaped  his  lips.  To  all  about 
Mm  he  expressed  the  most  dcTout  resignation.  He  was  interred  at 
Pen.y.fai,  in  a  yanlt  belonging  to  the  family,  amidst  a  laige 
concourse  of  mourning  relatiTes  and  friends.  The  Rer.  Thomas 
Jenkins  of  Swansea,  and  the  Rer.  John  Edwards,  minister  of  that 
place,  addressed  the  people  in  the  ancient  British  language;  whUst 
the  Rer.  Eran  Lloyd  of  Wick,  ddirered  an  oration  at  the  inter, 
ttent  in  the  adjacent  cemetery.  At  Swansea  on  the  succeeding 
Sunday,  two  funeral  iCrmons  were  preached ;  the  one  In  WeUh,  by 
the  Rer.  T.  Jenkins,  the  other  in  English,  by  the  ReT*  Richard 
firans,  at  the  presl^terian  chapel.  Some  few  pu1dlcationa.inro. 
ceeded  from  Mr.  David's  pen,^  which  excited  at  the  time  considerable 
attention.    These  were,   1.  «  A  Letter  on  the  U«e  of  Scriptural 
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Doxologies,  addressed  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Western  Association 
of  Particalar  Baptists ;"  which  occasioned  a  comtroTersjr  between 
him  sod  the  late  Dr.  Caleb  Etans,  who  had  ordained  him. 
2.  ^'  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Unitarian  Society  in  the  West 
of  England.'*  3.  ^'  An  Assembly  Letter  on  the  Eyidences  of 
Christianity,  drawn  up  at  the  desire  of  the  General  Baptists, 
when  met  at  their  annnal  general  Assembly  in  Worship-street" 

4.  ^^  A  Reply  to  Dr.  Priestley,  on  the  subject  of  Infant  Baptism." 

5.  ^<  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Thomas  Coke  of  the  Wesleyan  Connection." 
Henry  Davies,  LL.  D. 

He  sttcceeded  Mr.  Datid,  as  pastor  of  this  congr^tion,  in  1810. 


IN  THE  BAPTISTS'  CHAPEL. 


Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of 

Mr.  JOHN  NOBLE, 

Of  this  to  wn^  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  May  1 5th,  1733 

in  the  53d  year  of  his  age.  ' 

Also  Mrs.  JANE  NOBLE, 

Wife  of  the  abo? e  John  Noble,  who  died  the  3d  of  October, 

1777    aiied  90. 

Also  SAMUEL  NOBLE, 

l*iieir  son,  who  died  the  6th  of  March,  1744,  aged  it. 

Also  MARY  TOTTERDELL, 

Their  daughter,  who  died  the  19th  of  August,  1780,  a/red  67. 

Also  LUKE  NOBLE, 

Merchant,  of  this  town-,  son  of  the  above  John  and  Jane  Noble. 

who  died  the  I4th  of  July,  1804,  aged  83. 

Sacred  to  Memory^ 

Near  to  this  pier  lieth 

Mr.  JOHN  CAPON,  jun. 

Who  died  Dec.  27tii,  I8OK  aged  39. 

Also  Mr.  JOHN  CAPON. 

Father  of  the  abo? e  John  Capon,  who  died  September  ^Tth, 

1806,  aged  73. 

Also  Mrs.  SALOME  CAPON, 

Wtfe  and  rndOer  of  the  t#o  abote-nained  John  Capon^  who  died 

October  the  idth^  1816|  aged  93. 


192  HISTO&Y  or  tAUNTOK. 

la  Testimony  of  parental  and  nnceasing  affection, 

For  a  most  belo?ed  and  amiable  youth, 

Lient.  ROBERT  SMITH, 

Who,  in  the  panuit  of  military  fame,  died  of  a  fever  in  the  West 

Indies,  16th  of  August,  1796,  in  his  1 6th  year. 

This  stone  is  erected  by  his  afflicted  father.  Captain  Smith, 

Of  this  congr^tion,  and  in  the  ministry  of  Ills  imcie, 

The  Re?.  Dr.  Joshua  Toulmin. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

ELIZABETH    PaRR, 

Wife  of  the  ReT.  H.  Davies,  LL.D. 

Minister  of  this  chapel. 

And  daughter  of  the  Rer.  T.  Edwards,  many  years 

Minister  of  the  Mint  congregation,  Eaeter, 

Who  died  Nor.  9,  1830,  aged  35  years 

And  whose  remains  are  interred  in  the  adjoining 

Burying-ground. 


CALVINISTIC  baptists'   CHAPEL  IN 
SILVER-STREET. 

In  the  year  1814,  a  society  of  calvinistic  baptists 
was  formed  in  this  town.  They  at  first  assembled 
for  divine  worship  in  a  room  in  East-street,  which 
was  opened  for  that  purpose  on  the  21st  of  Aug^, 
in  that  year,  and  was  well  attended.  Daring  the  time 
the  congregation  assembled  in  this  place,  they  erected 
a  neat  chapel  in  Silver-street,  fifty  feet  by  thirty-six, 
which  was  regularly  vested  in  the  hands  of  trustees, 
and  on  the  front  of  which  is  inscribed  "  Baptist 
Chapel,  1815.*'  This  was  opened  for  worship  on  the 
20th  of  September,  in  that  year,  and  on  the  same  day 
the  Rev.  R.  Horsey,  of  Wellington,  was  ordained 
to  the  oflice  of  pastor,  he  having  preached  to  the 
society  from  its  commencement 

THE    OCTAGON   CHAPEL. 

This  chapel,  as  its  name  imports,  is  built  in  the  form 
of  an  octagon.  It  stands  in  Middle-street,  St,  Jameses, 


HISTO&T  OF  TAUNTON.  393 

and  im  erected  in  the  year  ITTS,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  for  the  use  of  a  congrega- 
tm  JO  the  connection  of  that  celebrated  preacher. 
Mr.  Wesley's  congregation  having  removed  to  a  more 
conyenient  chapel,  in  Upper  High-street,  the  octagon 
is  DOW  rented  by  the  Rev.  George  Baring,  for  the 
use  of  a  congregation  of  protestant  dissenters,  the 
foUowers  of  the  doctrines  preached  by  that  minister. 

This  chapel  is  a  neat  building  forty  feet  in  diameter, 
and  is  conveniently  pewed.  Twelve  handsome  win- 
dows, six  of  which  are  circular,  render  it  light  and 
cbeerfnl.  It  has  the  accommodation  of  a  good  vestry 
room.  Before  it  is  a  spacious  area,  inclosed  towards 
the  street  with  a  large  iron  gate  and  palisades. 

QUAKERS'    CHAPEL. 

'  The  quakers'  chapel  is  situated  towards  the  west 
end  of  Hunt's  Court.  The  ground  on  which  it  stands 
was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Robert  Button,  and  the  first  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1693.  This  edifice  having  become 
much  out  of  repair,  it  was  taken  down,  and  the  present 
chapel  erected  by  subscription  in  1814.  It  is  about 
sixty-five  feet  in  length,  and  thirty  in  breadth.  The 
front  faces  the  west,  and  the  entrance  is  under  a  stone 
portico.  The  interior  is  fitted  up  in  the  usual  neat 
and  appropriate  style  of  this  society.  At  the  south 
end  there  is  a  spacious  gallery. 

*  The  society  of  Friends  have  a  burial-ground  near 
the  first  mile-stone  on  the  road  to  Bridgwater. 

WESLEYAN  METHODISTS'   CHAPEI*. 

*  This  building  is  situated  in  Upper  High-streety 
and  was  erected  in  the  year  1806,  by  the  late  Mr. 
James  Lackington,  who  sold  it  about  five  years 

o 
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after  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodists^  when  the  oon* 
gr^atioa  removed  thither  from  the  Octagon  chapd» 
in  Middle-street  Before  it  there  is  an  area  about 
twelve  feet  in  width,  separated  from  the  street  by  ifon 
palisades.  The  chapel  extends  in  depth  about  sixtj 
feet,  and  the  front,  which  faces  the  south,  is  about 
forty  feet  in  breadth.  The  entrance  is  by  two  sliding 
doors,  it  is  neatly  and  uniformly  pewed,  and  has 
galleries  on  the  south,  east,  and  west  sides.  The 
pulpit  is  on  the  north  side.  Under  the  chapel  are 
spacious  vaults,  and  on  the  east  and  west  sides  there  I 
is  a  small  burial-ground.     ' 

CATHOUC   CHAPlIIo 

*  Th^  catholics  are  building  a  chapel,  while  these 
pages  are  going  through  the  press,  in  the  Crescent    i 
The  services  of  the  catholic  church  are  celebrated,   ' 
until  this  structure  shall  be  completed,  inapriTate 
house  in  Canon-street. 

CONVENT. 

*  The  Convent'  stands  on  a  delightful  eminence^  at 

"  This  bailding  was  originally  intended  for  a  general  hi>s|iital, 
for  the  relief  of  the  tick  poor.  The  foandatiao-itone  was  laid  by 
lord  North,  attended  by  several  noblemen,  and  a  numerona  ^m. 
pany  of  the  gentry  and  clergy,  and  of  the  respectable  inhaMtants 
of  the  town,  on  Michaelmas-day,  1772.  The  following  inscription 
was  engraven  on  the  first  stone : — 

<^  On  the  day  of  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael  and  all  angels,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  Christ,  MDCCLXXII,  this  stone  was  laid,  tbe 
chief  corner.stone  of  a  general  hospital,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick 
poor.  The  Lord  giveth  medicine  to  heal  their  sickness.  Stowej 
and  Jones,  architects." 

In  the  year  1774,  the  building  was  covered  in— but  here  we 
must  stop— Its  funds  were  exhausted  before  it  could  be  completed 
—and  it  was  at  length  sold  to  defray  the  debts  acconulated  an  ita 
erection. 
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a  sbort  distance  from  the  town,  on  the  Shoreditch 
road,  and  is  open  on  every  side  to  the  healthy  air  of 
the  surrounding  country.  It  is  inhabited  by  a  society 
of  nuns,  of  the  order  of  St  Francis,  who  took  up  their 
residence  here  in  the  year  1807.  They  emigrated 
from  Brussels  during  the  melancholy  period  of  the 
French  revolution^  when  Robespierre  and  his  merci- 
less partizans  proscribed  the  clergy,  and  when  Flanders 
had  become  the  seat  of  war  between  the  French  and 
Allied  Armies.  On  the  arrival  of  these  nuns  in  England 
in  1794,  they  settled  at  Winchester,  where  they  resided 
until  their  removal  to  Taunton.  The  superior  of  this 
convent  is  Madame  House. 

CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  second  class  of  public  buildings,  namely,  those 
which  have  been  erected  for  the  purposes  of  charity, 
are  the  Grammar  School,  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital,  the  Alms-houses,  and  the  parish  Work-houses. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  first  place,  in  our  review  of  the  stnictures 
erected  by  priyate  munificence  to  public  utility,  must 
be  given  to  the  Grammar  School,  both  on  account 
of  the  antiquity  and  the  object  of  it,  as  it  is  consecrated 
to  literature. 

This  is  a  large  and  strong  building  situated  on  the 
south  side  of  the  entrance  into  the  Castle-green. 
Adjoining  to  the  school  is  a  house  for  the  master. 
It  was  founded  in  1522,  by  Richard  Fox,*  bishop  of 

'  Dr.  Toolinia  says  that  <^  this  appears  by  an  authentic  register 
kept  in  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford."— On  enquiry,  there  is 
not  any  document  whaterer  belonging  to  that  college  which  has 
reference  to  this  school. 
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"Wincbester,'  who  directed  that  the  warden  of  New 
College,  Oxford,  should  have  the  nomination  of  the 
master  for  e^ver.  Above  the  entrance  are  the  arms  of 
that  bishop,  namely.  Azure,  a  pelican  with  wings 
disclosed,  vulned,  feeding  her  young/ 

The  founder  not  having  provided  for  the  support 
of  the  school  or  of  the  master,  William  Walbee,  clerk, 
^ho  appears  to  have  resided  at  Oxford,  by  his  will, 
dated  the  1 1th  of  July,  1554,  2  Philip  and  Mary,  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  the  ist  of  Febraary 
following,  gave,  **  towards  establishiug  a  stipend  for 
the  school-master  of  Taunton,  twenty  marks  in 
land,  or  so  much  money  as  may  purchase  the  said 
twenty  marks  after  twenty  years  purchase,''  and 
appointed  the  president  of  Corpus  Christi  College, 
the  warden  of  New  College,  Oxford,  Edward  Napper, 

*  Richard  Pox,  LL.  D.  was  translated  from  the  see  of  Durham 
to  that  of  Winchester  in  1502.  He  was  also  keeper  of  the  prhy- 
seal,  secretary  of  state,  one  of  the  prify-council,  and  godfather  to 
Henry  VIIl.  He  built  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  IbW  ^  the 
school  at  Taunton  in  1522  ;  and  a  free.school  at  Grantham,  where 
he  was  born.  After  a  number  of  other  pious  acts,  he  died  Sept.  My 
1528,  and  wfts  buried  in  a  sumptuous  monument  on  the  south.side 
of  the  high  altar,  in  his  cathedral  church  of  Winchester.  To  the 
wisdom  of  this  prelate  may  be  traced  back,  as  its  first,  and  remote 
cause,  the  union  of  the  crowns  of  England  and  Scotland.  For 
with  a  view  to  the  contingency  of  such  an  event,  he  advised  Henry 
VIII.  to  marry  his  elder  daughter  to  James  IV.  king  of  ScoUaad ; 
and  a  commission  to  treat  of  such  a  marriage  was  according  to  that 
advice  made  out  to  him,  at  the  castle  of  Winchester,  Sept.  11,  1499. 

*  Dr.  Toulmin  says  that  there  are  also  the  arms  of  Hugh  Oldham, 
bishop  of  Exeter ;  Sabie^  a  chevron.  Or,  between  three  owls,  proper  ; 
on  a  chief  Jrgentf  three  roses,  Gules  ^  but  these  arms  are  not  there 
liow.   (1821.) 
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Edward  Friar,  and   Henry   Baily,  of  Oxford,  his 
executors. 

^  On  the  12th  of  June,  1555,  the  said  president  and 
warden,  and  Edward  Friar  and  Henry  Baily,  the 
executors  and  residuary  legatees  of  the  testator,  con- 
tracted with  William  Pole,  esq.  of  Colyford,  for  the 
purchase  of  divers  lands  in^  the  parish  of  Hawkchurch, 
in  the  county  of  Dorset,  for  the  sura  of  four  hundred 
marks ;  and  the  said  William  Pole,  in  consideration 
of  the  said  sum,  granted,  sold,  and  conveyed  to  Sir 
WiUiam  Portman,  knt.  lord  chief-justice  of  England, 
Henry  Portman,  esq.  his  son,  Robert  Morwent,  elerk, 
S.  T.  P.  president  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  and 
Thomas   White,    clerk,    LL.  D.   warden  of   New 
College,  Oxford,  and  with  the  said  Edward  Friar  and 
Henry  Baily,  and  William  Hill  and  Robert  Hill,  of 
Taunton,  gentlemen,  all  those  his  messuages,  cottages, 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  reversions,  services,  commons, 
wastes,  and  all  other  his  hereditaments,  called  Coffins* 
bayes  and  Castle,  in  the  said  parish  of  Hawkchurch^ 
excepting  the  lands  called  Chekeridge  and  Pennereirs 
Common,  lying  in  Hawkchurck  aforesaid,  to  hold  the 
same  to  the  said  sir  William  Portman,  knt.  &c.  to 
the  use,  and  for  and  towards  the  finding  and  susten- 
tation  of  a  school-master  for  ever,  within  the  Free 
Grammar  School,  then  newly  built  and  edified  in  the 
town  of  Taunton,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  for 
ever  by  the  warden  of  New  College,  Oxford,  and  his 
successors,  wardens  for  the  time  being. 

'  And  the  grantor  covenanted  that  the  then  lessees  of 
the  premises,  at  the  end  of  their  terms,  should  leave 
g^wiog  on  the  said  landa  two  hundred  oak  and  ash 
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trees  at  the  least ;  and  he  further  covenanted  that  die 
lands  thereby  conveyed  were  then  of  the  clear  yearlg 
value  of  thirteen  pounds^  six  shUUnge^  and  eight-pence, 
above  aU  charges  and  reprisals .^ 

*  And  he  also  covenanted  that  he  would  deliver  the 
title  deeds  of  the  premises  before  Christaia3-day  then 
next  following,  at  the  house  of  the  warden  of  New 
CoUeg'e,  Oxford. 

'  From  this  time  none  of  the  subsequent  conveyances 
to  new  trustees,  or  copies  thereof,  are  to  be  fonnd, 
xintil  the  year  1683,  beings  a  period  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  years.  In  that  year,  by  indentures 
of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  1 6th  and  1 6th  of  Octuben 
Samuel  Thomson,  of  Taunton,  doctor  of  physic,  the 
only  surviving^  trustee  of  the  said  messuages,  lands, 
and  tenements,  belonging  to  the  said  Free  Grammar 
School  of  Taunton,  in  performance  of  the  trust  in  him 
reposed,  and  for  continuance  of  the  same  usesaccordiog 
to  the  will  of  the  said  William  Walbee,  grants  and 
conveys*   to  sir  William  Portman,  hart,  sir  Williav 

'  TUt  ah«w8  that  by  the  leases  then  emitting,  tke  fall  yeariy 
value  of  the  premises  was  resenredi  and  not  granted  under  small 
rents  by  way  of  fines. 

*  In  this  conTeyance  these  lands,  containing  together  one  hundred 
and  seren  acres,  are  described  as  follows  :— 

1,  A  messuage  and  tenement  containing  by  estimation  seven  acfts^ 
in  the  occupation  of  Ann  Mitchell. 

9*  All  those  dotes,  containing  by  estimation  thirty «two  acrea^  in 
the  occupation  of  Robert  Plnney. 

3.  A  messuage  and  tenement  containing  by  estimation  sixteen 
acreS)  in  the  occupation  of  Nicholas  Willis. 

4.r  A  messuage  and  tenement,  containing  by  estinmHon  six  acffs> 
In  the  occupation  of  Roborl  Moore» 
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WyodliaiD,  bart  sir  Francis  Warre,  bart  Francis 
liuttrell,  Nathaniel  Palmer^  and  John  Sanford,  esqrt^ 
and  their  assigns*  the  same  lands  as  are  granted  by  the 
said  William  Pole  to  the  said  lord  chief-justice  Portman 
and  others,  by  the  deed  of  the  2d  of  Philip  and  Mary. 
*  By  indenture  of  release,  dated  June  12th,  1718, 
sir  Francis  Warre,  hart,  as  the  only  snrTiTing  trustee 
of  tbe  said  lands,  grants  and  conyeys  the  same  unto 

5.  A  cottage  and  fenemtot,  containing  one  acre,  in  the  oecupatio  v 

of  Msfj  Hunt. 
41,  A  ootlage  and  teDoment,  in  tlie  ocenpation  sf  Jokn  Fippen*- 
r*  A  nessinge  and  tenement,  containiog  by  eatimatioii  tbirtj. 

eiglit  acres,  in  tbe  occnpation  of  Jolin  Wakelj* 

8.  A  messuage  and  tenemeot,  containing  hj  estimation  serev 
acres,  in  the  occnpation  of  Susan  Hodder. 

9.  All  those  fi^e  acres  of  land  in  tbe  occupation  of  WilKan» 
Raymond. 

This  coBTOjance  stales  that  these  lands  and  tenements  are  held 
in  tmst  <<  for  and  towards  the  finding  and  sustentation  of  a  schools 
master  of  or  in  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Taunton,  or  ike 
repairing  of  the  tchool.house^  or  sehooUmasterU  house  of  the  said 
eehooly  standing  in  or  near  the  said  tottn  ;**  but  it  is  proper  to^ 
aeatiea  that  tn  Walbee^  will  no  directions  are  given  to  expend  any 
part  of  his  bsqocst  tn  lepairs  etOer  of  the  sdhoolJionse  or  schools 
maalsff*t  honse. 

The  first  lease  of  the  above-mentioned  lands  and  tenements, 
granted  by  the  master  of  the  school,  was  in  the  time  of  the  Crom* 
well  Qsnrpation,  and  In  that,  and  many  other  of  the  subsequent 
lessciy  ddwB  te  Ae  death  of  Mr.  Upton,  the  late  master,  the  fines^ 
paid  oo  granting  anch  leases  are  expressed  to  be  paid  to  the  master 
towmvda  tlio  reparalioa  of  the  schooUhonse  and  schooUmaster's 
houMe  ;  in  many  others  the  fines  are  said  to  be  paid  to  the  master, 
witliont  expressing  for  what  purpose ;  and  in  others  the  fines  are 
said  lobe  paid  to  the  trustees,  but  without  m^iitioning  how  they  were 
to  be  applied.  In  the  time  of  Mr.  Hurly,  all  the  fines  of  leases 
sipiswsdtobe  paid  tshlniybnt  wiCbout  saying  for  what  purpose. 
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and  to  the  use  of  Henry  Portman,  Tbomas  Dyke, 
William  Sanford,  and  Thomas  Palmer,  esquires,  and 
to  Arthur  Parsons,  doctor  of  physick,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  before 
mentioned. 

'  On  the  20th  of  Augrust,  1720,  Henry  Portman  and 
Thomas  Palmer,  esquires,  grant  the  said  lands  to  John, 
earl  Poulett,  sir  William  Wyndham,  and  sir  John 
Trevelyan,  baronets,  Francis  Gwynn,  and  Edward 
Prideaux  Gwynn,  esquires,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
'On  the  9th  of  June,  1743,  sir  John  Trevelyan,  of 
Nettlecombe,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  hart,  the 
then  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  lands  and  tenements 
belonging  to  this  school,  grants  and  conveys  the  same 
unto  the  earl  Poulett,  Francis  Gwynn,  Edward 
Dyke,  and  George  Trevelyan,  esquires,  their  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

'On  the  20th  of  October,  1770,  the  said  Francis 
Gwynn,  6sq.  as  the  only  surviving  trustee,  conveys 
the  same  lands  and  tenements  to  Copplestone  Warre 
Bampfylde,  John  Fraunceis,  James  Bernard,  Richard 
Combe,  and  John  Collins,  esquires,  Alexander  Malet 
and  Francis  Warre,  clerks,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

*In  1797,  James  Bernard,  of  Crowcombe,  esq.  the 
surviving  trustee,  conveys  the  said  lands  belonging 
to  this  school  to  sir  Charles  Warre  Malet,  and  sir  John 
Lethbridge,  baronets,  H.  W.  Sanford,  John  Tyndal 
Warre,  and  Francis  Popham,  esquires,  and  James 
Camplin,  (now  James  Bernard)  clerk,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  as  trustees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid* 
This  is  the  present  deed  of  trust,  and  Mr,  Popbam 
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and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bernard,  are  the  only  two  sarvivin^ 
trustees.' 

'Jo  the  year  1647,  at  the  court  of  survey  holden  at 
Taunton,  for  the  sale  of  bishops*  lands,  the  jury 
presented,  that  the  school-house,  standing^  within  the 
precincts  of  the  castle  of  Taunton,  time  out  of  mind 
hath  been  enjoyed  and  kept  as  a  free  school,  the  master 
thereof  paying  unto  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Taunton, 
in  lieu  of  his  rent,  four-pen ee  per  annum. 


'  l.rST  OF  MASTERS  OF  THB  FREE  GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL   AT   TAUNTON. 

John  Bond,  A.  M.  occurs  about  1580. 
He  was  born  at  Trull,  a  village  tvro  miles  from  Taunton,  in  1 550^ 
and  was  educated  at  Winchester.  In  1569  he  was  entered  a  student 
of  New  College  in  Oxford,  where  he  became  highly  esteemed  for 
hia  academical  learning.  In  1578  he  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  and 
in  1679  that  of  M.  A.  and  soon  after  the  warden  and  fellows  of  his 
coUege^  to  which  he  was  chaplain,  appointed  him  master  of  the  Free 
Grammar  School  of  Taunton.  Here  he  continued  many  years, 
and  several  of  his  scholars,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon, 
archbuhop  of  Canterbury,  became  eminent  both  in  church  and  state. 
Being,  at  length,  howe? er,  tired  with  the  fatigue  of  this  irksome 
employment,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  study  of  physic,  and 
practised  it  with  great  reputation,  although  without  taking  any 
degree  in  that  faculty.  He  died  at  Taunton  the  8d  of  August,  1613, 
and  was  bnried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church,  with 
the  following  epitaph : — 

Qui  medicus  doctns,  prudentis  nomine  clams, 

Eloquii  splendor,  Pieridumque  decus^ 
Yirtntis  cnltor,  pietatis  yizit  amicus, 
Hicjacetin  tumulo;  spiritus  alta  tenet. 
No  traoei  of  this  monument  remain  at  present. 

<  Pcom  documents  commuacated  by  the  Rer.  J.  Townsead,  of 
Tauitos^  tbe  late  master. ' 
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Mr.  Bond  hu  left  <<  Annotationet  in  PoemU  Qninti  Horaftii^'' 
Lond.  1006,  8fo;  Han.  1621,  8vo ;  and  Lejden,  1653,  SfOb 
The  best  edition  is  that  of  Amsterdaoi,  1686,  l^mo. 

His  Pcrsias  was  not  printed  till  two  years  after  his  death,  under 
the  following  title,  <«  Aali  Persil  Flacci  Satyrc  sex,  cum  posthumls 
conmcntariis  Johannis  Bond,"  1614,  8ro.  It  was  pablished  bj 
Roger  Frowse,  who  had  married  his  daoghter  Eiiaabeth,  and  who, 
ia  the  dedication  to  Dr.  Montague,  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
informs  us,  that  his  father-in-law  had  not  put  the  last  hand  to  these 
Commi'ntaries ;  which  may  be  the  reason  of  those  considerable 
defects  in  some  points  of  history  and  philosophy  which  are  to  be 
found  in  them.  Wood  is  of  opinion  that,  besides  these,  he  wrote 
•everal  other  pieces,  which  were  never  published.' 

Mr.  Bond  is  said  to  hate  been  chief  secretary  to  lord  chancellor 
Egerton.— One  of  his  name  occurs  twice  as  member  for  Taunton, 
in  the  parliaments  of  1601  and  1603. 

Edward  AUenson,  gent,  occurs  1662. 

William  Harrison,  gent.  occurafroBi  1671  to  1677. 

Rev.  Thomas  Jenkins  occurs  from  1694  to  1717. 

Rev.  James  Upton,  A.  M.  occurs  1790 — died  1740. 

He  was  the  fourth  son  of  a  gentleman  of  Cheshire,  and  was  born 
at  Winslow,  in  that  county.  Dee.  10,  1670.  He  was  educated  at 
Eton,  and  became  a  fellow  of  King's  College,  *  Cambridge.  Mr. 
Upton  afterwards  returned  to  Eton  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Newborough 
the  head  master,  and  was  appointed  tutor  to  sir  William  Wyndham, 
bart.  He  married  a  lady  of  a  respectable  family  in  that  neigbbour. 
hood,  of  the  name  of  Proctor,  by  whom  he  had  several  children. 
From  Eton  he  removed  to  Ilminster,  in  thi»  county,  upon  the 
invitation  of  the  earl  Poulett,  (who  soon  afterwards  appointed  him 
his  chaplain,)  and  several  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  county,  whero 
he  remained  a  few  years,  and  taught  the  learned  languages.  From 
Ilminster  he  came  to  Taunton,  and  aU  his  pupils  with  him ;  and 
here  so  great  was  his  fame,  and  so  well  deserved,  that  he  toon 
became  master  of  the  largest  provincial  school  at  that  time  known 


'  Btog.  Drlt.— Wood's  Atik  vol.  i....JNreh't  Life  of  Pkioce 
Henry,  p«  7S.r^hiamers's  Biographical  DMloMiXyToL  vu  lu  4A. 
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in  Eoi^andy  ftmoiintiog  to  abo? e  two  liandred  boys,  alniott  ererj 
gODtlefluui  of  dtsUognitlied  fortane  and  abilities,  of  this  and  tbt 
ndgbboaring  counties,  bating  mceivad  bis-  classical  edncation 
under  bim. 

In  1712  be  was  presented  to  the  lectorj  of  Monksilver,  In  tbis 
county,  and  after  he  became  master  of  the  school  In  Tannton,  be 
serred  the  parish  ciharcb  of  Biiihop's.Httll  for  many  years.  He 
died  at  Tannton  on  the  ISth  of  August,  174Q. 

In  the  year  1 6M,  Mr»  Upton  published  at  Cambridge  an  excellent 
edition  of  Aristotie^s  Art  of  Poetry,  with  notea.  In  ITOt,  be 
published  at  Eton  Dionysins  Halicamassens ;  and  in  the  year  1726, 
hie  TkaiK%  'iT^tmj  a  most  useful  and  much  appt o? ed  selection  of 
passages  from  Greek  authors,  with  a  latin  transhition.  He  wu 
tte  author  of  several  single  sermons  upon  particular  occasions,  and 
rqiublished  in  1711  Aacham's  ScbooUmaster,  with  notes. 

Tbe  irst  edition  of  tbia  book  was  printed  under  the  titte  of 
<^  The  ScbooUmaster ;  or  a  plain  and  perfite  way  of  teaching  children 
to  understand,  write,  and  qieak  the  latin  tongue ;  but  especially  pur. 
poaetf  for  the  private  bringing  op  of  youth  in  gentlemen  and  nobler 
nen'a  houaen;  and  commodious  also  for  all  such  at  hafc  forgot  tbe 
latin  tongue,  and  would  by  themsel? es,  without  a  schole-maater,  In 
abort  time,  and  with  small  palnes,  recover  a  sufficient  abllltie  to  un. 
dentand,  write,  and  speak  latin,  by  Roger  Ascham,  ISTa  Liondon, 
printed  by  John  I)iaye."-**This  work  was  inscribed  by  Asoham's 
widow  to  sir  William  Cecil,  principal  secretary  of  stote.  The  design 
originated,  as  we  are  informed  in  the  preface,  in  a  conversation  on 
•ducation,  which  took  place  at  secretary  Cecil's  apartments  in  Whd« 
aov  Castle,  in  IMS.  Tbis  book,  which  contains  the  best  advice erev 
given  for  the  study  of  languages,  was  reprinted  by  Onye,  1071 ;  by 
Mhs,  1S89 ;  and  by  Mr.  Upton,  as  above.menlioned,  in  171 1.-^ 
Ascban  was  latin  secretary  to  king  Edward  VI.  and  the  queena 
Maiy  and  Eliaabetb  ;  he  was  also  tutor  to  the  latter  queen  in  the 
lenined  languages,  reading  some  hours  with  her  every  day.  Ho 
wna  ruBarkable  for  writing  a  fine  band,  and  taught  that  art  to  piinoa  ^ 
Edwnrd,  the  lady  Eliaabetb,  the  two  brothers  Henry  and  Charles,  ' 
dnkea  of  Snifolk,  and  several  other  persons  of  diatioction. 

Re?.  James  Hurty,  A.  B,  appointed  1740,  died  1789. 

TUs  genUoiyiii  was  born  at  Crowconbe,  in  ttia  county^  lecdved 
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kit  Mrlj  edacation  at  Lfdeard^t .Lawrence^  and  rather  late  in  liKr 
entered  upon  academical  studies,  at  Baliol  College,  Oiford,  wbem 
lie  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  In  1752  be  sacceedtd,  on  the  death 
of  the  Rot.  Mr.  Strode^  to  the  lifing  of  Taunton^t  James,  aad 
was  also  incumbent  carate  of  Wilton  and  Troll,  both  in  the 
▼ictnitj  of  Taunton. 

Mr*  Hurly  was  author  of  the  four  following  publications : — 

1st  ^*  The  Dirine  Mission  of  the  Messiah  demonstiated  from  the 
deventh  Chapter  of  the  Prophet  Daniel,  lor  the  conrtction  of  Jews 
and  Deists.'*    quarto. 

Sd.  <<  A  History  of  the  Creation ;  whermn  is  shewn  that  the 
Copemican  Philosophj  is  coniradicied  by  Phaenomena,  and  that 
the  Mosaic  System  is  confirmed  from  Phsenomena."   2  vols.  8to. 

3d.  <<  The  Natural  Motion  of  the  Son  practieally  eiptaioed^ 
which  discoters  the  Longitude  in  all  Parts  of  the  Wofld."    8v^ 

4th.  Ecllptlcal  Astronomy  restored  to  its  natural  Simplicity, 
in  iheoiy  and  practiee,  upon  Mosaic  principles ;  whose  nsea  are 
alio  specified  in  nafigation."  8fO.  Mr.  Hurly,  actuated  hf  a 
reference  for  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  cieation,  and  not  considertag 
that  Moses  and  the  scripturet  speak  the  language  of  appearances, 
whUe  Copernicus  and  sir  Isaac  Newton  inyestigated  the  cassea  of 
those  appearances,  is  an  adrocate  for  the  theory  that  the  earth 
occupies  the  centre  of  the  nniyerse,  and  u  quiescent — ^that  the  sun 
b  hurled  with  immense  velocity  about  the  earth — and  that  every 
planet  shines  without  assistance  from  a  brighter  luminary.  To  these 
notions  he  added  others  peculiar  to  himself,  and  which  strongly 
nmrk  the  eccentricity  of  which  the  human  mind  is  capable.  Such 
as  these :  that  tides  are  occasioned  by  the  sun— that  eclipses  are  the 
effects  of  a  Taponr— and  that  the  lucid  portion  of  the  moon  is  a  bed 
of  ice — ^that  the  moon  is  a  composition  of  cold,  as  the  sun  is  of  fire— 
that  the  height  of  the  moon  is  one  mile  and  one  siith  part  of  a  mUe— 
and  that  the  fixed  stars  are  yery  near  the  earth,  becausehis  telescope, 
of  eighteen  inches  focal  length,  which  could  not  command  objects 
ten  miles  distant,  shewed  distinctly  the  smallest  stars  in  the  pleiades. 
It  may  gratify  cariosity,  to  lay  before  the  reader  a  spedmen  of 
the  manner,  in  which  Mr.  Hurly  illustrates  some  of  his  extraordiBary 
portions ;  for  instance,  his  tcka  of  the  nature  of  the  moon's  light. 
— ^^  If  you  can  see  the  moon/'  he  tays^  <^  when  she  is  yery  near  the 
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Mn,  a  little  before  6r  after  a  hew  moon,  yea  may  perceive  yery 
distinctly  the  face  of  the  old  moon,  which  is  grsdually  covered  by 
tlie  new  growing  over  it.  It  is  a  cnrious  and  pleasing  sight  to 
observe  these  different  phases,  by  the  telescope.  Once  or  twice,  I 
have  seen  the  old  moon  white ;  when  it  resembled  white  paper  as 
viewed  by  a  magnifying  glass ;  bat  it  generally  happens,  that  the 
old  moon,  though  sensibly  discerned,  has  only  a  faint  light,  or  a 
dosky  appearance,  like  the  dinginess  observable  on  a  full  moon. 
The  new  grows  over  the  old,  more  and  more,  daily  ;  till  at  last  the 
one  is  totally  covered  and  hid  within  the  other.  The  covering  is  iccy 
which  spreads  in  this  manner :  on  the  left  side,  where  the  hollow  of 
the  growing  moon  appears,  crystals  shew  themselves,  distinctly  and 
sqiaraCely,  some  In  lines,  others  in  small  surfaces ;  and  in  many  parts 
there  Is  no  risible  shoot,  or  linear  extension  of  the  crystal,  but 
points  and  specks,  or  greenish  vivid  spots  of  different  sizes.  The 
next  evening  the  crystals  of  (he  preceding  day  are  lost  in  the  increase 
of  the  new  moon's  dimensions :  and  then  other  crystals  appear, 
onward  the  same  way,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  before  ;  whick 
submit  likewise.  In  their  tarn,  to  the  spreading  ice.  Thus  it  con. 
tinnes  till  the  moon  is  full,  only  the  crystallization  is  not  performed 
in  so  minute  a  manner  as  at  the  first.  When  the  full  moon  is  coAu 
pleted,  the  ice  begins  to  break  on  the  right  side,  and,  as  it  wears 
away,  presents  the  same  phaenomena,  on  the  decreasing  side  of  the 
moon,  as  were  before  seen  by  the  increase."  Essaif  on  the  Hist* 
of  the  Creation^  p.  253 — ^55. 

The  effect  of  exposing  a  piece  of  ice  to  the  air,  in  the  heat  of 
summer,  being  an  aqueous  vapour,  which  presently  appears  coU 
lected  about  its  surface ;  (Boerhaave,  p.  436.)  Mr.  Hurly  concludes 
from  thence,  the  moon  being  invested  with  a  covering  of  ice,  *^  that 
at  the  time  of  a  lunar  eclipse,  when  the  sun's  rays  issue  directly 
against  the  moon's  surface,  although  at  a  very  great  distance  from  ity 
they  have  power  to  excite  this  aqueous  vapour,  or  cloud ;  which, 
according  to  the  different  proportions  of  its  density,  must  affect  the 
moon's  surface  in  a  different  manner ;  and  may  quite  obscure  it,  or 
leave  it  more  or  less  perceptible.  And  in  a  solar  eclipse,  the  moon, 
when  on  that  side  of  the  sun  which  is  turned  from  us,  by  a  powerful 
attraction  of  the  r^rs  from  the  place  of  our  dwelling,  leaves  ns  but 
8  gloomy  light."    Ibid.  p.  369—374. 
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His  theory  of  the  tott  ts  thus  explained :  <<  The  hcMi  of  &e  ran 
aetf  mi  an  air.pnmp  upon  the  waters  it  passes  o? er,  extracting  die 
air  lodged  in  the  depth  of  the  sea,  by  attennating  that  which  is 
sabject  to  the  solar  fire,  as  well  abore  as  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
deep*  When  the  upper  air  Is  dilated  by  the  natural  power  of  the 
Are)  and  consequently  made  to  ascend,  the  lower  air  rises  briskly 
after  lt«  which  was  before  locked  down,  as  It  were,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  waters ;  and  In  forcing  Its  way  upwards,  it  causes  a  TioloBt 
agitation,  like  the  ebullition  of  water  when  heated  and  subjected  to 
the  power  of  the  alr.pump.  The  inflnenee  the  moon  has  upon  the 
tides  Is  to  check  the  swelling  of  the  wares,  by  her  cold  condeniiDg 
quality."     EeUpiicui  Astronomy^  p.  189,  184. 

Mr.  Hurly  died  on  the  93d  of  December,  178S,  aged  70,  and  was 
buried  In  Wilton  church.yard,  where  there  b  the  following  inscrip- 
tion to  his  memory  :-*- 

Underneath  this  stone  are  deposited  the  remains  of 

JAMES  HURLY,  B.  A. 

Incumbent  curate  of  this  parish,  of  Taunton  St.  James,  and  of  Trull ; 

Also  master  of  the  Grammar  School  In  Taunton  ; 

A  man  of  genius  and  literature, 

Of  unaffected  piety,  and  unsullied  integrity  ; 

IVho,  baring  performed  the  offices  of  his  sacred  function, 

And  attended  the  duties  of  his  school. 

With  unremitted  diligence,  upwards  of  thirty  years^ 

Was  called  to  receive  the  reward  of  his  labours^ 

Dec.  9Sd,  1783,  aged  70. 

His  six  surriring  children, 

With  the  highest  gratitude  and  rererence, 

Offer  this  tribute  of  duty 

To  the  memory  of  their  honoured  and  much^belored  father. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Hine,  appointed  1784. 
Rev.  George  Townsend,  1784,  died  1796. 
Rev.  John  Townsend,  1796,  resigned  1820. 
Rev.  Alfred  Barker,  the  present  master,  1820. 
He  has  published  <<  Sermons  preached  in  the  parish  charch  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton,  IMO,"  %  tols.  8ro. 
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BOTS*   AND  GIRLS*   CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

*  A  school  for  eighty  boys  and  fifty  girls  is  supported 
by  Folantary  contribution  in  Middle-street.  They  are 
clothed  annually,  and  educated  in  the  principles  of  the 
christian  religion.  The  girls  are  also  taught  to  work 
with  the  needle,  and  receive  such  other  useful  instruct 
tion  as  appears  best  calculated  to  render  them  fit  to  be 
placed  out  to  service. 

TAUNTON  AND  SOMERSET   HOSPITAL. 

*  This  institution  owes  its  origin  to  the  celebration 
in  this  town  of  the  jupiLBE,  on  the  the  25th  of 
October,  1800,  being  the  day  on  which  his  late 
majesty,  king  George  the  Third,  entered  into 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  reign » 

In  the  beginning  of  October  in  that  year,  every 
newspaper  teemed  with  advertisements  announcing 
public  meetings  of  various  descriptions,  to  be  holden 
for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  such  an  important  day» 
In  the  Tatmtan  Courier,  of  the  6th  .of  October,  ap*« 
peared  the  following : — 

The  King's  Accession. — <<  The  public  are  informed^ 
by  the  desire  of  many  gentlemen  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Taunton,  that  there  will  be  a  dinner 
at  the  Castle  Inn,  on  W^disesday  the  26th  instant^ 
being  the  day  on  which  his  majesty  enters  on  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  reign/' 

In  the  succeeding  paper  appeared  the  subjoined 
letter,  requesting  the  establishment  of  some  memorial^ 
by  which  the  remembrance  of  the  virtues  and  bene* 
▼deiiGe  of  a  sovereign,  of  whom  it  may  be  truly  said, 
that  he  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  might  be 
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perpetuated  in  a  more  solid  and  durable  manner,  than 
by  the  mode  previously  proposed. 

Sir, — Having^  observed,  in  your  paper  of  last  week, 
an  advertisement,  giving  information  to  the  public, 
that,  by  the  desire  of  many  gentlemen  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Taunton,  there  will  be  a  dinner  at 
the  Castle  Inn,  on  Wednesday  the  2dth  instant,  the 
day  on  which  his  majesty  enters  the  fiftieth  year  of 
his  reign,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  regfret,  that  no 
better  mode  of  celebrating  so  important  a  day  suggested 
itself  to  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  above  alluded  to. 

Had  I  been  present  at  the  above  meeting,  I  should 
have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  advising 
some  means,  by  which  the  remembrance  of  a  day,  so 
remarkable  in  the  history  of  this  country,  might  be 
perpetuated  in  a  much  more  solid  and  lasting  manner 
— that  its  celebration  should  not  be  merely  ephemeral, 
but  that  it  should  be  made  the  opportunity  of  giving 
rise  to  some  benevolent  institution,  whose  effects  might 
be  experienced,  not  only  by  a  portion  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  at  present,  but  also  be  felt  and  acknowledged 
by  future  generations.  It  would  be  no  difficult  task 
to  point  out,  and,  in  my  opinion,  even  to  accomplish, 
this  desirable  object;  for  although  many  charitable 
institutions,  greatly  to  the  credit  and  honour  of  the 
place,  already  exist  here,  yet  a  very  important  one  is 
still  wanting ;  and  as  health  is  one  of  the  most  inva- 
luable blessings  that  can  be  given  to  man,  so  the  mean^ 
of  preserving  it,  of  obviating  and  removing  diseases, 
must  be  ranked  amongst  the  greatest  benefits  that  can 
be  bestowed.     Sincerely  wishing,  then,   to  see  a 
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scbeme  of  this  nature  carried  into  effect  in  the  town 
of  Tannton,  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my  indi- 
vidaal  wishes  that  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  should 
be  conyened  on  the  25th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  and  taking  into  consideration  the  best  and 
moat  effectual  plan  for  establishing  in  Taunton  a 
public  Medical  Institution,  for  the  use  of  its  poorer 
inhabitants,  making  that  day  the  birth-day  of  the 
undertaking  ;  and  1  recommend  the  scheme  with 
confidence,  being  fully  persuaded  that  it  would  be 
most  congenial  to  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  majesty, 
the  father  of  his  people,  and  decidedly  the  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  welfare  of  his  subjects. 

"  Taunton,  October  9th,  1809." 

^  This  communication,  for  which  the  county  and 
hamanity  in  general  are  indebted  to  the  benevolent 
mind  of  Malachi  Blake,  M.  D.  of  Taunton,  produced 
a  public  notice  from  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty^ 
residing  in  Taunton,  which  was  announced  on  the 
19th  of  October,  as  follows  : — 

**  To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Taunton,  and 
die  county  of  Somerset. 

**  We  whose  names  are  undersigned,  highly  ap- 
proving of  the  plan  recommended  in  the  last  Taunton 
Courier,  for  celebrating  the  25th  day  of  the  present 
month,  and  sincerely  wishing  to  see  a  medical  insti- 
tution established  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  offering  to  the  public  every 
aid  in  our  power  for  commencing  and  continuing  the 
same. 

**  We  earnestly  hope,  therefore,  that  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  will  be  called 


on  Wednesday t  the  25th  instant^  for  the  puipete  of 
considering  the  best  means  by  which  such  a  laadable 
and  benevolent  design  may  he  carried  into  effect. 
E.  B.  Metforde>  M,  D»        J*  Buncombe^ 
A.  Macdonald,  AL  D.  H.  Trott, 

VL  Kinglake,  M.  D.  W.  Bagiter, 

M.  Blake,  M.  D.  C.  Welch, 

J.  Bryant,  H.  C.  Standert, 

T.  Woodforde,  Jos.  Welch. 

J*  Welch, 


*  In  furtherance  of  the  abovei  hand-bills  were  circu- 
lated under  the  sanction  of  the  Rev*  John  Gale,  of 
Taunton,  and  the  Rev.  Francis  Wari^,  of  Choddon- 
Fitzpaine,  two  magistrates  of  the  division,  convening 
a  meeting  on  the  25th  of  October,  to  take  the  subject 
into  consideration.  A  meeting  accordingly  took  place 
at  the  Guildhall  in  Taunton>  on  the  d5th,  Joho 
Tyndale  Warre,  esq«  of  Hestercombe,  in  the  chair, 
when  a  liberal  subscription  was  immediately  entered 
into,  add  a  "committee  appointed  to  carry  the  plan 
into  execution. 

*  The  public  dinner  at  the  Castle  was  very  fully  and 
req[>ectably  attended,  and  the  subscriptions  entered 
into  on  that  day  were  sufficiently  lai^e  and  nmncrous 
to  induce  a  well-founded  confidence  in  the  fiitat« 
success  of  the  undertaking,  and  a  detenninatieo  to 
persevere  in  it  A  committee  having  been  formed  of 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  county  pr^ 
sent,  and  the  preliminary  steps  having  been  takea  fay 
them,  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  widi  masonic 
honours  on  tiie   11th  of  April,   181<\    om  gioo^ 
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munificaitly  given  to  the  institation  for  the  parpose, 
hy  Oeolrge  Sheppard,  esq.  of  Bishop's-HuU. 

'  This  int^resthigr  event  was  attended  hj  a  great  con^ 
eonrse  of  people*  who  thronged  into  Taunton  from  the 
more  distant  parts  of  the  connty,  to  witness  the  cere- 
mony. The  grand  masonic  procession  moved  forward 
from  the  market-hoase  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  St  Mary's 
church,  where  an  excellent  and  appropriate  discourse 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Guerin,  of  Bagborough. 
From  the  church  the  procession  proceeded  to  the 
ground  where  the  building  was  to  be  erected.  The 
grand  chaplain  here  offered  up  a  prayer  suitable  to  the 
solemn  occasion,  in  an  address  to  the  Grand  Architect 
of  the  universe,  to  bless  and  jMrotect  the  present  under- 
taking ;  and  the  provincial  grand  master,  John  Leigh, 
esq.  of  Combhay,  after  a  short  but  impressive  oration, 
laid  the  foundation  stone  in  regular  masonic  form  ; 

^^  And  lo  f  a  goodly  hospital  ascends." 

'     <«  It  is  a  wojtliy,  edityiog  sight. 

And  giTes  to  human  kind  peculiar  grace, 
To  see  kind  hands  attending  day  and  night. 

With  tender  ministry  from  place  to  place. 
Some  prop  the  head,  some  from  the  pallid  face 

Wipe  oiT  the  faint,  cold  dews  ireak  nature  slieds, 
Some  reach  the  healing  draught,  the  while  to  chace 

The  fear  supreme,  around  their  softcn'd  beds 
Some  holy  man  by  prayer  alUopening  heaven  dispreads." 

*  The  hospital  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients 
on  the  SSth  of  March,  1812.  It  contains  four  wards, 
namely,  two  for  men,  and  two  for  women,  and  wiH 
accommodate  tw^ity-six  in-patients.  There  is  an 
apotbecary*s  shop,  neatly  fitted  op,  a  committee-roonit 
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«n<l  suitable  apartments  for  the  matron  and  odier 
attendants  upon  the  siek;  and  a  welUlighted  and 
<M>nvenient  operation-room,  lately  erected* 

*  Since  the  hospital  was  opened,  there  have  beea 
admitted  to  the  25th  of  October,  1820, 1414  patients, 
of  whom  were  cured,    -    -    .    -    -    826 

Relieved, 255 

Made  out-patients,  -  •  «  153 
Discharg^ed  by  desire,  ^  •  24 
For  misconduct,  -  -  .  13 
Incurable,      •    «    -    .    «      38 

Not  benefitted, SO 

Dead, 42 

In  the  hospital  Oct  25th,   -      24 

Total, 1414 

'  There  have  been  7557  out-patients  admitted  during 
the  same  period.  Patients  are  admitted  on  Thursdays 
onfyf  before  twelve  o'clock,  excepting  cases  of  acci- 
dents, when  the  matron  may  take  them  into  the  house 
without  delay. 

'  The  following  are  the  medical  and  other  officers  of 
this  benevolent  institution : — 

President — Right  hon.  John,  earl  Poulett. 

Chairman — Edward  Bury,  esq. 

Treasurer — Malachi  Blake,  M.  D. 

Auditors — Mr.  Buncombe  and  Mr.  Badcock. 

Chaplains — Rev.  H.  Bower;  Rev.  J.  Townsend; 

Rev.  Alfred  Barker. 
Secretaries— Mr.  Pinchard  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Pinchard. 


HHKTOftT  OV  TAFNTON.  21^ 

ConsUltiwf  Physician — Dr.  Macdonald; 
Phfsiciam — Dr.  Blake,  Dr.  Kinglake, 
Dr.  Metford. 
CansuUing  Surgeons — Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Woodforde, 
Mr.  Welch. 
Surgeons — Mr.  Standert,  Mr.  Liddon, 
Mr.  Joseph  Welch. 
Medical  Steward-^Mr.  Billet. 
Matron — Mrs.  Warren. 
*  The  expenses  of  this  establishment  for  the  year 
ending  October  2dth,  1820,  amounted  to  nine  hundred 
and  four  ponnds,  five  shillings,  and  nine-pence.     It 
had  at  that  date  a  capital  in  the  public  funds  of  one 
thousand  and  ten  pounds,  five  shillings. 


ALMS-HOUSBS. 

Of  the  alms-houses  in  Taunton  only  two  are,  at  pre-^ 
sent,  endowed ;  these  are  6ray*s  and  Huish's.  The 
others  areHenley's,Portman*s  or  Pope*s,  and  Magdalen- 
lane  alms-houses. 

gray's  AUffS-HOVSE. 

The  largest  of  these  alms-houses  is  that  founded  by 
Robert  Gray,  esq.  situated  at  East-gate.  It  is  in  length 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  having,  besides  the  chapel 
and  school-room^  seventeen  separate  apartments,  with 
a  small  garden  belonging  to  each.  On  the  front  of  this 
house  are  two  coats  of  arms,  the  first  of  which  is  the 
founder^  Barry  of  six,  argent  and  azure,  on  a  bend,^ 
gukSf  three  annulets,  or.  The  other  coat  is  that  of 
the  Merchant  Tailors'  company  of  London,  of  which 
Mr*  Gray  was  a  member. 
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The  following  iMcription,  on  a  stone  in  the  front 
of  the  building*,  records  the  commencement  of  this 
charitable  institution,  and  the  general  design  of  the 
founder. 

<'  Laus  Deo.  This  charitable  work  is  fonnded  by 
Robert  Graye,  of  the  cittie  of  London^  esquier,  borne 
in  this  towne,  in  the  house  adjoyning  hereunto, 
ivho  in  his  Kfe-time  doth  erect  it  for  tenn  poore  aged 
syngle  women;  and  for  their  competent  livelihood, 
and  daylie  prayers  in  the  same,  provided  sufficient 
maintenance  for  the  same.     1035.'^ 

The  nature  of  this  maintenance,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  charity  was  afterwards  carried,  are  repre- 
sented on  a  tablet  set  up  in  the  church,  in  the  year 
1751.  It  relates  that  Robert  Gray,  of  London,  mer* 
chant,  grave  to  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  an  alms-house  for  six  poor  men  and  a 
reader,  and  ten  poor  women,  with  a  house,  orchard, 
and  garden  adjoining  to  the  said  alms-house ;  and  also 
two  thousand  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  in  fee- 
simple,  the  pro6ts  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  poor 
persons  at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  to  each  person, 
the  first  Monday  monthly,  and  a  gown  every  three 
years;  and  he  also  enjoined  the  said  reader,  who  in  the 
decree  of  chancery  is  styled  chaplain  or  schoolmaster, 
to  teach  ten  poor  children  to  read  and  write. 

Mr.  Gray,  in  his  life-time,  besides  having  purchased 
the  ground  for  his  alms-house,  and  erected  the  chapel 
and  the  apartments  for  the  women  and  the  reader,  had 
also  named  his  trustees ;  but  as  be  died  before  his  will 
was  perfected  and  his  executors  appointed,  the  heir  at 
law,  (Catherine  Gray)  took  possession  of  his  estate. 
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This  led  Mr.  Robert  Moggridge,  at  tiiat  time  mayor 
of  TaootOD,  to  make'  an  applioation  to  tbe  ooort  of 
chancery,  to  have  that  part  of  Mr.  Gray's  wiU,  whidi 
related  to  tbe  fioiahing  and  endowment  of  bis  alms* 
hoase«  in  this  town,  carried  into  full  effect.  A^ccord* 
ngly,  (as  the  Merchant  Taiiovs'  company  in  London,  t<^ 
whom  llr.  Gray  left  the  government  of  his  institution, 
on  aceoant  of  the  distance,  and  because  no  emolument 
was  to  be  allowed  for  tbe  trouble  of  tbe  direction, 
dediaed  the  trust,)  this  alm84iouse  was  settled,  by 
the  mithority  of  Edward,  lord  Lyttelton,  and  by  a 
decMe  of  chancery,  on  persons  residing  in  Tauntotf, 
in  trust,  to  the  uses  of  the  testator's  will.  To  them 
was  paid  the  sum  of  two  thoosaad  pounds,  left  by 
Mr.  Gray,  for  tbe  purpose  of  purchasing  lands,  tbe 
net  eent  of  which,  and  in  the  mean  time  tbe  interest 
oi  the  money,  was  wholly  to  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  foandation.' 

'  It  appears  from  the  will  of  Mr.  Grey^  that  he  left  two  hundred 
pounds  to  the  towa  of  BeTerlej,  in  the  county  of  York,  upov 
condition  to  paj  to  the  town  of  Howden,  in  the  same  county,  six 
peaads  yesrly,  for  erer,  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  latter 
town,  V^yable  yearly  at  the  fair  holden  at  Howden,  and  that  the 
town  of  Bererley  skoald  gire  secority  io  the  tow»  of  Howden,  for 
the  perfermanoe  of  the  yearly  payments  of  the  six  pounds  for  erer. 
*«He  alio  bequeathed  to  the  company  of  Merchant  Tailors  ill 
Leaden  one  thonsand  pounds,  that  they  should  for  erer  pay  t<» 
twelfa  poor  alms-women,  living  in  the  dms.he«e  newly  erected  ia 
or  near  East  Smithfield,  in  London,  eight  shillings  a.plece  monthly, 
en  tim  first  Monday  of  every  month  ;  and  shonld  also  give  every 
tbtvd  year,  to  every  of  these  alms»wottea,  a  good  cloth  gown,  at 
aiae  MMngs  per  yard  at  least,  the  same  cloth  to  be  of  good  sad 
new  eeioar,  wWi  a  eognifanee  of  silver  of  bis  arms  ar  tfiey  then 
had«~AmoDg  other  l^tcles,  Mr.  Gray  left  to  the  Merehant  Ti^loss^ 
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The  number  of  tnistees  is  twenty ;  who  from  Oe 
prodnce  of  the  money,  partly  laid  oot  on  lands,  and 
partly  invested  on  government  and  other  secarities, 
fulBl  the  will  of  the  donor  as  far  as  relates  to  the  np- 
port  of  the  hoose,  the  payment  of  the  pensions,  and 
teaching  the  children  to  read.  When  by  death  the 
namber  of  trustees  is  reduced  to  eight,  those  ^ht 
surviving  trustees  are  empowered  and  enjoined  to 
elect  twelve  others. 

In  1 735  a  charitable  commission,  which  was  obtained 
for  making  enquiries  into  the  management  of  this  and 
other  charities  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  brought  on 
against  Mr.  Gray's  trustees  a  suit  in  chancery,  which 
expended  two  hundred  pounds  of  their  fund.  The  loss 
that  the  original  stock  thus  incurred  was,  in  a  great 
degree,  made  good  by  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John 
Noble,  merchant  of  Bristol,  and  Mr.  John  Coles, 
fuller,  both  natives  of  Taunton,  and  the  latter  a  resi- 
dent in  it,  the  former  of  whom  endowed  this  charitable 
institution  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,'  and  the 
other  with  fifty  pounds. 

*  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations,  made  to 

compaDj,  for  a  dianer  on  the  daj  of  his  faoeral,  forty  pounds ;  io 
his  parbhiooers  two  hundred  pounds,  for  a  dinner  for  them  and  th«r 
nrWes,  on  the  day  of  his  faneral ;  to  his  workfolks,  namelj  tbe 
calendrers  and  cottoners,  sixty  pounds  for  a  dinner  for  them  sod 
their  wires,  on  the  day  of  his  fnnend ;  and  to  his  other  workmsi 
thirteen  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight4)en€e. 

'Mr.  Noble's  donation  was  by  a  deed  of  gift  to  the  tmsteefj 
dated  May  4th,  1754,  and  on  this  consideration,  <<  That  the  fund  or 
capital  stock  belonging  to  the  charity  had  of  late  been  considertU/ 
reduced  by  means  of  defending  a  liUgious,  unjust^  and  expeisii^ 
prosecuUon,  and  other  ineritable  accidents.'* 
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tbe  House  of  CommoBS^  in  1787,  Gray's  alms^^hoose 
19  thus  mentioned: — 

'  Bobert  Gray,  in  the  year  1636,  gave  by  will,  to  ten 
poor  alms- women  and  six  poor  alms-men,  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton^  and  for  reading 
prayers  to  them,  and  for  teaching  ten  poor  children, 
a  certain  parcel  of  land,  the  clear  annual  produce  of 
which  is  seventeen  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and 
five-pence  halfpenny — and  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  in  money,  now  vested  in 
the  four  per  cent  consols; — and 

'  John  Noble,  in  the  year  1754,  gave,  by  deed,  to  the 
said  poor  alms-women,  8cc.  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  in  money,  afterwards  secured  on  the  tolls  of 
Taunton  market ; — and 

'  John  Coles,  in  the  year  1772,  gave,  by  will,  to  the  said 
poor  alms-women, fiec.  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds 
in  money,  afterwards  secured  on  the  tolls  of  theTaunton 
turnpikes ;  which  three  sums  of  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
three  hundred  pounds,  produced  annually  eighty-six 
pounds,  making,  with  the  produce  of  the  above-men- 
tioned land,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  three  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings,  and  five-pence  half-penny ;  and 
the  same  is  vested  in  Luke  Noble,  Joseph  Jeffries, 
John  Norman,  John  Clitsome,  George  Musgrave, 
Beojamin  Jeffries,  Francis  Folaquier,  John  NoUe, 
John  Jeffries,  John  Hayne  Bovet,  Samuel  Norman, 
John  Way,  John  Capon,  Peter  Bryant,  and  John 
Bluett 

'  The  allowances  to  the  poojr  men  and  women  in  this 
alntf^house  have  lately  been  increased,  by  the  trustees. 
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from  two  ihillingt  to  three  shiHings  per  week.  Thit 
has  been  owing  to  the  funds  of  this  charity  having 
receiTed  many  additions  by  legacies  and  donations, 
from  several  gentlemen  who  had  been  tmstees,  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  allowance  will  shortly  be  furth^ 
increased. 

HUISH^S   AUCS-HOUSB. 

The  other  alms-hoose,  which  has  a  fond  for  its  sup- 
port, is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Hammet-atreet, 
and  derives  its  name  from  its  founder,  Richard  Hoidi, 
esq.  who  was  of  the  family  of  the  Hoishes,  <^  Doniford, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  of  Sand,  in  the  parish  of 
Bidbury,  in  the  county  of  Devon.  It  is  a  large,  good 
house.  The  front  of  it  is  about  ninety-five  feet  in 
length.  Over  the  door,  in  the  court  leading  to  it  from 
Hammet-street,  there  is  the  following  coat,  namely , 
Quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  argfefU,  on  a  bend,  mUp, 
diree  fishes,  of  the  i|eld;  second  and  third,  upfent, 
a  fess  lozengy,  sMe.  Crest,  an  elephant's  head, 
argentf  armed  and  crowned  with  a  ducal  coronet,  pr. 

The  building  is  laid  out  into  a  chapel  and  thirteen 
separate  rooms,  for  thirteen  poor,  needy,  maimed, 
impotent,  or  aged  men,  who  have  been  of  honest  fisme 
and  good  report,  ei^cially  true  working  or  labonring 
people,  who  have  been  brought  up  in  some  mamml 
occupation,  husbandry,  or  daily  labour.  One  of  the 
most  discreet  of  this  number,  indio  can  write  and  read 
English,  it  is  appointed  by  the  will,  shall  be  president 
or  reader ;  and  to  him  is  assigned  the  upper  chamber, 
next  to  the  study,  which  is  a  room  appropriated  for 
keeping  the  records,  acconots,  and  other  matters  con* 
oerning  the  alms-house.  The  pension  of  the  president. 


HISTORY  OV  TAUNTON.  319 

tliree  shiUings  and  four-pence,  and  that  oC  each  of  the 
other  twelve,  two  shillings  and  eight-pence,  is  paid  by 
a  treasurer,  who  is  appointed  to  receive  one  hundred 
and  three  ponnds  per  anonm,  a  ground-rent,  charged 
on  houses  in  Black-Friars,  London.  The  surplus  of 
diis  gronnd-rent  is  assigned  to  the  repairs  of  the 
bnilding,  and  the  purchase  of  cloth,  to  be  made 
up  into  coats  for  the  pensioners.  That  for  the  presi- 
dent to  be  made  of  three  yards  of  broad  lion-tawny 
cloth,  of  London  measure,  at  eight  shillings  per  yard, 
lined  wiA  black  cotton,  or  other  light  stuff,  at  the 
price  in  the  whole  of  five  shillings  for  the  said  lining, 
and  the  coats  of  the  other  twelve  to  be  made  of  the 
same  cloth,  at  six  shillings  and  eight-pence  per  yard, 
lined  as  aforesaid. 

'  In  consequence  of  the  increasing  value  of  the  pro- 
perty in  London,  belonging  to  this  dmrity,  the  trustees 
were  enabled,  in  December,  1817,  to  advance  the 
weekly  allowance  of  the  president  or  reader  from  three 
shiUings  and  fonr-pence  to  seven  shillings,  and  the 
weekly  allowance  to  each  of  the  alms-men  from  two 
shiflings  and  eight-pence  to  five  shillings. 

The  direction  of  this  institution  is  vested  in  twenty- 
two  governors,  who  must  be  gentlemen  resident  in 
Taunton,  or  within  twelve  miles  of  it.  The  first 
governors,  appointed  by  Mr.  Huish's  will,  were, 
SIT  Henry  Portman,  of  Orchard-Portman,  hart.; 
air  George  Speke,  of  White-Lackington,  knt. ;  sir 
Nicholas  Halswell,  of  Halswell,  knt. ;  John  Poulett^ 
of  Georg^-Hinton,  esq. ;  John  Malet,  of  Enmore,  esq. ; 
Bdward  Rogers,  of  Oannington,  esq. ;  sir  Bartholomew 
Michel,  knt. ;  sir  George  Farewell,  of  Bishop  VHidi, 
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knt. ;  JohnFraanceis,  of  Combe-Flory^  esq. ;  Richard 
Warre,  of  Hestercombe,  esq. ;  Thomas  Warre^  of 
Taanton,  esq. ;  John  Symes,  of  Poondisfordy  esq. ; 
John  Coles,  of  Barton,  esq. ;  Alexander  Brett,  of 
Taunton,  esq. ;  Hamphrey  Wyndbam,  of  Wivelis- 
Gombe,  esq. ;  Thomas  Brereton,  of  Yard,  esq. ;  George 
Doddington,  of  Doddington,  esq. ;  Robert  Caffe,  of 
Creech,  esq. ;  James  Clarke,  of  Norton-Fitzwarine, 
esq. ;  Rowland  Huish,  of  Sand,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
esq. ;  Robert  Hill,  of  Holway  Lane,  near  Taunton, 
gent. ;  and  Roger  Prowse,  of  Taunton,  gent. 

By  Mr.  Huish's  will  it  was  directed,  that,  as  nearly 
as  could  be,  the  number  of  sixteen  governors  should 
always  be  kept  up,  to  be  chosen  for  ever  out  of  the 
families,  or  of  the  heirs  of  the  preceding  gentlemen, 
being  thirty  years  old  at  least ;  or  in  default  of  any  of 
these  houses,  then  the  choice  to  be  made  of  some 
gentlemens*  houses  within  ten  miles  of  Taunton,  not 
being  any  of  the  devisees  for  the  time  being. 

If  any  doubt  or  question  arise,  upon  any  clause 
or  article  of  the  will,  the  determination  on  it  is 
left  with  the  majority  of  the  governors,  or  at  least 
eight  of  them;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree,  with  the  vicar, 
or  chief  minister  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton; 
or,  in  default  of  his  determination,  with  the  bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  whose  decision  is  to  be  binding; 
and  if  he  declines  giving  his  opinion,  the  appeal  is  to 
be  made  to  the  lord  chancellor. 

When  the  number  of  governors  is  i:educed  by  death 
to  sixteen,  the  survivors,  it  is  appointed,  shall  elect 
others  in  their  room.  The  power  of  electing  persons 
iiUo  the  house,  and  of  discharging  them  from  it,  lies 
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with  any  nine  governors,  acting  with  the  advice  of  the 
vicar. 

The  will  of  the  donor  directs,  that  the  minister  shall^ 
on  the  first  Snnday  in  every  quarter,  examine,  in  the 
charch,  the  several  persons  admitted,  with  regard  to 
their  progress  in  the  divine  life;  in  order,  with  the 
concarrence  of  eight  governors,  to  expel  the  proiane 
and  onteachable.  The  minister  is  to  receive,  for  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  six  shillings  and  eight-pence, 
and  the  clerk,  one  shilling  per  quarter. 

The  like  examination  is  also  required  previously  to 
the  admission  of  any  paosioner,  who  is,  at  the  same 
time,  openly  to  promise  obedience  to  the  president. 

The  election  of  poor  men  is  limited,  besides  the 
qualifications  before  stated,  to  such  as  are  unmarried, 
are  full  threescore  years  of  age,  and  incapable  of  prp- 
onring  a  livelihood  by  any  trade  or  labour ;  as  haveupt 
a  certainty  of  fifty  shillings  per  year,  have  lived  full 
seven  years  in  either  of  the  parishes  of  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen  or  Saint  James,  in  Taunton ;  are  free  from 
every  infectious  disease,  leprosy,  venereal  distemper, 
or  lunacy ;  and  have  not  been  convicted  of  any  notori- 
ous crime* 

And  the  donor  in  his  will  further  ordered,  that  if  at 
any  time  there  should  not  be  found,  in  those  parishes, 
persons  strictly  qualified  according  to  these  limitations, 
then  the  election  should  be  made  out  of  the  neighbour- 
ing parishes  of  Kingston,  Trull,  Wilton,  Staplegrove^ 
and  Bishop*s-Hull,  of  poor  old  men  so  qualified.  In 
any  case,  preference  it  is  enjoined  should  be  given  to 
anj  of  the  kindred  of  the  donor,  bom  within  the 
counties  of  Somerset  and  Devon,  and  who  may  have 
fallen  into  want. 
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The  electioa  of  pefwioners  is  to  be  made  openly  in 
the  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  by  at  least  nine 
governors,  with  the  vicar ;  the  proceedings  are  to  be 
signed  by  all  the  governors  present,  and  registered  by 
the  president  of  the  alms-honse ;  and  a  copy  of  this 
register,  specifying  from  time  to  time  the  names,  ages, 
elections,  removals,  and  deaths  of  the  pensioners,  is  to 
be  given  to  the  constables^  and  two  oflGklers  of  the  town, 
and  to  the  vicar,  to  be  deposited  with  die  records  of 
the  town  and  parish. 

The  regrulations  of  the  donor*s  will,  with  respect  to 
the  government  of  this  alm»«hoa8e,  are  strict*  They 
forbid  the  pensionera^  undelr  the  penalty  of  expokion, 
to  harbour  or  lodge  in  their  apartment  any  woman, 
child,  or  other  person  whatsoever ;  they  forbid  them 
carrying  on  any  noisome  or  offensive  trade,  partibcdarly 
t\i0  bosioess  of  a  victaaller,  or  of  selling  beer ;  the  pen- 
sioners are  not  to  play  at  cards,  dice,  or  any  unlawful 
game,  or  to  frequent  any  ale-house  or  suspected  place. 
They  are  enjoined  to  observe  a  peaceable,  forbearing 
deportment  one  towards  another ;  and  are  required  to 
attend  in  their  livery  gowns  or  coats,  at  cooattKm 
prayers  and  sermons,  if  there  be  any,  morning  and 
evening,  every  Sunday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  and 
<m  holidays,  at  the  diurch  of  St.  Mary  Magdi^, 
sitting  and  kneeling  in  some  place  appointed  by  the 
churchwardens,  near  the  donor's  grave,  under  die 
penalty  of  forfeiting,  in  defiuilt  of  such  attiendance, 
unless  through  sickness  or  just  cause  to  be  allowed  by 
thevicar,six^penoe  ontof  (heir  weddy  stipend  for  eveiy 
oienoe,  to  be  paid  to  the  derk  of  the  parish.  The 
regulnttons  dso  direct,  that  on  the  days  when  the 
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peHsiQnar^  ar^  not  bouod  to  attend  at  the  church  of 
St.  Marjr  Bftigdalen»  there  shall  be  prayers  in  the  alms-* 
hottte,  and  the  president  is  to  read  two  chapters  in  the 
bibJe#  at  a  convenient  time  every  morning  and  evening^. 

Mr.  Huish,  before  the  date  of  his  will,  Jan.  30^ 
J6I5»  had  bailt  and  finished  his  alms-house  ;  he  had 
appointed  the  governors,  established  the  ride^p  and 
provided  for  its  support.  Soon  after  this  hb  died. 
His  benevolent  design  took  effiect  and  continued  in 
forc^  till  the  dreadful  fire^  which  laid  waste  the  city 
of  Loodon»  in  I6669  destroyed  the  houses  from  which 
the  income  of  the  alms-house  was  derived^  and  no 
profit  accrued  for  the  support  of  the  charity.  On  the 
11th  of  l>ecembery  1672,  an  inquisition  was  taken 
at  Clifford's  Inn,  relating  to  the  premises^  and  the 
situation^  boundaries,  and  abuttals  of  the  same  were 
ascertained,  and  the  property  was  again  vested,  by  a 
decree  of  chancery,  in  trustees,  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  founder's  will. 

In  litfle  more,  however,  tiian  sixty  years,  the 
institution  was  again  suffered  to  run  into  decay.  The 
persim,  to  whom  the  lands  belonging  to  it  were  leased, 
was  allowed  to  n^lect.the  premises,  and  the  payment 
of  the  rents,  so  that  the  nnmber  of  the  penmonws  was 
reduced  to  three,  and  their  weekly  payments  lessened 
from  two  shillings  and  eight^pence  to  two  shillings 
and  six-pence  per  week ;  besides  which  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen  had  expended  eighty  pounds,  and 
that  of  St.  James  forty  pounds,  in  support  of  the  alms- 
bouse.  This  situation  of  the  institution  being  discoyered 
by  a  charitable  commission  in  1735i  ^  decree  of 
chancery,  dated  the  21st  of  June  in  that  year,  appointed 
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the  number  of  goyernors  to  be  filled  up,  including  five 
persons  residing  in  or  near  London,  and  the  orig^al 
endowment  to  be  re-established ;  the  governors  were 
also  empowered  to  allow  their  agent  in  London  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  for  the  money  he  should  pay 
them,  instead  of  forty  shillings  yearly  appointed  by 
Mr.  Hoish*s  will. 

Besides  the  endowment  of  this  alms-house,  Mr. 
Hoish  left  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  charged 
upon  his  estates  in  Black-Friars,  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  five  persons  of  the  name  of  Huish,  and  nearest 
in  blood,  as  scholars,  at  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford 
or  Cambridge,  to  each  person  twenty  pounds,  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  there,  provided  that  they  proceed 
within  two  years  to  the  study  of  divinity ;  this  annual 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  till 
they  shall  have  become  bachelors  in  divinity,  or  fellows 
of  houses,  so  that  the  benefit  of  the  house  shall  be  treble 
to  that  of  his  exhibition ;  or  till  they  marry,  or  shall 
be  preferred  to  a  benefice.  And  by  the  founder^s  will 
it  is  directed,  that  in  default  of  five  persons  of  the  name 
of  Huish,  nearest  in  blood  as  aforesaid,  then  the 
governors  of  his  alms-house  shall  prefer  those  of  hi& 
kindred,  and  in  default  of  such,  then  again  others 
born  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

*  The  annual  allowance  to  these  five  students  in  the 
University  was  increased  by  the  trustees,  at  Christ- 
mas, 1820t  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds. 

*  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  made  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1787,  this  charity  is  thus 
mentioned :— ^ 
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In  1615,  Richard  Huisb  gave  by  will,  for  clothing' 
and  maintaining  thirteen  poor  men,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton,  certain  property,  the 
clear  annual  produce  of  which  is  pne  hundred  and 
forty-one  pounds,  and  the  trustees  of  which  are  sir  John 
Trevelyan,  hart,  sir  John  Lethbridge,  hart.  Edward 
Phelips,  James  Bernard,  John  Collins,  Henry  William 
Sanford,  Alexander  Popham,  of  London,  Alexander 
Popham,  ofBagborough,  Matthew  Brickdale,  Richard 
Crosse,  John  Mallack,  John  Gabbell,  and  John  Warren, 
esquires ;  Abraham  Gapper,  and  Roger  Cole,  clerks. 
heniley's    alms-house. 

Opposite  the  west^nd  of  Saint  Mary  Magdalen's 
church,  there  formerly  stood  another  alms-house,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  separate  rooms.  It  was  founded  by 
Dorothy  Henley,  in  1637 ;  but  has  for  many  years, 
at  least,  been  destitute  of  any  funds,  either  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  inhabitants  or  the  repairs  of  the 
building.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  originally 
endowed;  and  on  the  testimony  of  some  very  aged 
persons,  it  is  said  that  two  estates,  one  in  Bishop's 
Hall,  called  Henley's  Barn,'  and  the  other  in  Ash- 
Priors,  called  **  Late  Henley's,"  were  settled  on  it. 
There  was  some  years  ago,  a  woman,  upwards  of 
eighty,  who,  when  a  child  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
was  a  constant  attendant  on  an  old  man,  her  great« 
nncle,  named  John  Matthews,  and  a  resident  in  the 
house,  that  remembered  having  herself  received,  with 
other  inhabitants  of  it,  one  shilling  and  six-pence  each, 
every  Saturday  morning,  paid  by  a  person  who  usually 

'  Now  the  house,  on  the  road  from  Taanton  to  Bishop^s-Hull, 
oecopied  by  Thomas  Patton,  esq. 

a 
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wore  a  gol<14aced  waistcoat.  The  arms  on  the  front, 
though  much  defaced,  were  the  same  with  those  on 
the  two  faroi-houses.  But  the  inscription  on  a  stone 
adjoining  to  the  arms  gave  no*  countenance  to  the 
supposition  of  its  having  been  originally  endowed^ 
whatever  benefactions  some  benevolent  persons  might, 
«t  any  time,  have  bestowed  on  th^  residents  in  it. 
Time  had  for  many  years  rendered  this  inscriptioa 
illegible ;  but  from  a  record  of  a  copy  <if  it  taken  on 
May  7,  1694,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Dell,  we  are  enabled 
to  give  it  to  the  public.  It  ran  thus ;  ^<  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Henley,  of  this  town,  widow,  did,  in  her  life-time,  at 
tier  own  proper  cost  and  charges,  erect  and  bnild  these 
eighteen  alais^-houses,  to  remain  in  perpetuity, ''to  and 
for  the  use  of  such  poor  people  of  the  borough  and 
parish  of  Taunton  Magdalen,  as  shall  be  placed  in  the 
same,  from  time  to  time,  for  ever  hereafter,  by  Robert 
Henley,  esq.  and  bis  heirs*     Anno  Domini,  1649."* 

'  Robert  ITenley,  esq.  was  living  in  1610,  and  was  father  of 
Andrew  Henley,  the  first  mayor  of  Taunton,  under  the  first  charter, 
from  whom  descended  sir  Andrew  Henley,  bart*  who  was  HTing  ia 
1700»  and  sold  the  family  estates  to  Charlton  Whitlock,  who  diedta 
1704,  and  his  trustees  sold  them  to  the  then  lessees ;  bot  a  mortgage 
of  foar  thousand  pounds,  to  Henry  Partridge,  haiing  lain  dormant, 
or  secreted,  the  purchasers  were  obliged  to  adrance  thirteen  shillings 
and  four.pence  in  the  pound,  in  addition  to  their  purchase.money, 
HS  the  redemption  of  the  mortgage,  and  from  this  period,  and 
probably  on  this  account,  the  endowment  of  Henley's  almsJionse 
hath  b^n  with.held  and  not  since  paid. — Lockers  MSS.  m  ike 
possession  of  Mr.  Josiah  Easion^  of  Bratlford. 

Dr.  Toulmin  says  there  is  an  inscription  on  a  flat  stone  near  the 
foot,  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : — <^  Under  this  stone  lyeth  entombed  the  body  of  John 
Henley,  gent,  and  citizen  of  London,  whose  grandfcther  Sidfttredfor 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON.  2^7 

The  apartmeDts  for  a  aumber  of  years  were  occupied 
by  paupers,  placed  in  them  by  the  overseers  of  the 
parish.  The  buildings,  through  the  want  of  a  fun^ 
approprifited  to  their  repair,  were  in  a  ruinous  state, 
and  through  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  their 
dirty  habits,  the  house  had  become,  from  its  situation 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  in  the  great  path  to 
the  chqrch,  a  public  nuisance.  It  had  therefore,  some 
years  before,  been  in  contemplation  to  pull  down  tliis 
house,  but  without  effect,  till  August,  1788,  when 
it  appeared,  at  a  public  vestry,  on  an  estimate  deli- 
vered in  on  the  oaths  of  two  builders,  that  the  necessary 
repairs  would  require  one  hundred  pounds.  On  the 
credit ^f  the  vote  of  the  vestry,  engaging  to  pay  him 
that  smn,  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  the  representative 
of  the  town,  purchased  and  fitted  up,  at  his  own 
expense,  for  the  use  of  the  parish,  in  the  room  of 
Henley's  alms*house,  more  commodious  tenements, 
for  a  greater  number  of  poor  persons,  in  Hoi  way-lane. 
East-reach,  on  a  spot  more  healthy,  and  more  remote 
from  public  view,  which  bear  the  name  of  <^  Henley's 
alms-house.' ' 

In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1787,  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  this  alms-house. 

pojpe's  aims-uouse. 

This  is  mother  alms-house,  eastward  of  that  founded 
by  Mr.  Gray,  consisting  of  fourteen  separate  rooms. 
This  is  not  at  present  endowed,  and  it  is  uncertain  by 

religiim  in  queen  Mary's  days,  and  he  hath  left  behind  him  Mrs. 
Elisabeth  Henley,  his  second  wife :  dec^ised  6th  of  Angn^t^  ftono 
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^hom  it  was  origiDally  founded.  If  a  tradition  pre* 
served  among*  some  old  people  merit  credit,  it  was  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  Orace  Portman,  of  Orchard-Portman, 
"who  left  an  estate  in  Cornwall  to  support  it.  In  the 
civil  wars  of  Charles  I.  as  it  adjoined  to  East-gate,  it 
suffered  much;  and  great  part  of  it  was  burnt  bj 
lord  Goring.  It  was  afterwards  reboilt  by  one  Pope, 
from  whom  it  was  called  '^  Pope's  alms-house."  It  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  return  of  charitable  denattons, 
in  1787. 

ALMS-HOUSES   IN  MAGDALBN  LAKE. 

In  Little  Magdalen  Lane  there  is  a  range  of  small 
tenements,  of  which  no  more  is  known  than  what  is 
found  in  an  ancient  parish  book,  on  the  first  page  of 
which  is  the  following  order,  namely,  "  It  was  ordered 
by  an  act  of  vestry,  held  in  the  church  of  Taunton  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  on  Easter-Monday,  1671,  that  a  list 
of  the  public  charities  giv-en  to  the  poor  of  Taunton 
be  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  in 
the  parish  chest,  amongst  the  records  of  the  parish.*' 
In  this  book  there  is  a  memorandum,  **  That  seven- 
teen houses  in  Little  Magdalen  Lane,  «ind  two  in 
St.  PauFs-street,  have  been  standing  time  out  of  mind, 
and  have  been  constantly  repaired  by  the  Feofiees  of 
the  town  lands,  and  that  the  constables  of  the  borough 
have  always  had  the  placing  and  displacing  the  poor 
there.*'  These  houses  are  not  mentioned  in  the  return 
of  1787. 

WOKKHOUSBS. 

Amongst  the  structures  devoted  to  the  relief  and 
accommodation  of  the  indigent,  must  be  reckoned  (he 
two  workhouses.    That  for  the  poor  of  the  parbh  of 
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St.  Mary  Magdalen  is  situated  near  the  church,  and 
was  built  at  the  expense  of  the  parish.  There  are 
generally  about  sixty  paupers  in  this  house. 

The  workhouse  for  the  parish  of  St.  James  is  ia 
East-reach ;  part  of  which  is  very  ancient.     There 
are  generally  about  twenty  paupers  in  this  house. 
charitable:  donations  to  ths  poor  of  the 

parish  of  taunton  st.  mary  magdalen. 

As  there  are  many  charitable  donations,  not  con*- 
nected  with  the  buildings  previously  described,  it  may 
be  proper  to  exhibit  a  distinct  detail  of  them. 
Saunders's  charity. 

The  most  ancient  of  these  donations  is  that  of 
Simon  Saunders,  of  Taunton,  gentleman,  who  by 
bis  last  will,  bearing  date  the  2 1st  of  April,  1591, 
33d  of  queen  Elizabeth,  left  '<  one  hundred  pounds 
to  be  employed  in  such  sort,  that  the  yearly  profit 
arising  from  the  same  should  be  annually  laid  out  in 
woollen  cloth,  and  the  same  be  disposed  and  delivered 
to  certaia  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Taunton 
Magdalen,  for  the  time  beings  upon  the  17th  day  of 
November,  for  ever  J* 

After  his  decease,  his  brother,  Mr.  Christopher 
Saunders,,  with  eighty  pounds  of  this  sum,  purchased 
of  John  Towse,  of  Stockland,  gentleman,  a  burgage, 
mesraage,  or  tenement,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  in 
the  boroagh  of  Taunton,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
land  of  sir  Hogh  Portman,  on  the  south  by  the 
shambles,  on  the  west  by  the  Guildhall  of  the  borough, 
and  on  the  east  by  a  little  street,  called  Shambles-lane, 
which  extended  from  the  Cornhill  (now  called  the 
Parade,)  to  the  south  side  of  Fore-street.    He  after^ 
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vards  bestowed  the  sum  of  thirty-three  pounds,  lo 
redemption  of  the  lease  of  the  said  premises,  and  in 
converting  them  into  and  building  three  ranks  of  sham- 
bles, which  came  to  be  called  **  The  New  Shambles,'' 
and  made  twelve  standings  for  butchers,  cpntaioing 
in  length  thirty  feet  and  a  half,  and  in  breadth  thirty 
feet.  Further  to  effect  the  good  purposes  of  his 
brother's  will,  this  Mr.  Christopher  Saunders,  by  a 
deed  dated  Dec.  30,  in  the  4 1st  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  in  the  year  1599,  conveyed  thoseTanks  of  shambles 
into  the  hands  of  seven  trustees ;  that  the  yearly  net 
produce,  after  the  deduction  of  ordinary  repairs,  and 
six  shillings  and  eight-pence,  should  be  applied  to  the 
pi^chase  of  woollen  cloth,  to  be  made  into  waistcoats 
and  stockings,  and  to  be  distributed  yearly  on  the  17th 
of  November,  or  within  three  days  before  or  after, 
to  the  poor  people  of  the  borough  of  Taunton.  iDhe 
same  deed  empowered  and  directed  the  surviving 
trustees,  when  any  four  were  dead,  to  nominate  ^nd 
elect  seven  other  persons,  "  of  the  best  or  better  sort  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Taunton  Magdalen,'* 
to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  former  trustees. 
The  six  shillings  and  eight-pence,  mentioned  to  be 
deducted  from  the  yearly  rent  of  these  invested 
shambles,  was  directed  to  be  applied  to  discharge 
htkj  expenses  a  feoffee  might  incur,  by  the  purchase 
and  distribution  of  the  woollen  cloth.  The  deed 
likewise  allowed  dnd  appointed  a  deduction  of  twenty 
shillings,  and  of  that  sum  only,  for  the  expenses  of  a 
Dew  feoffment. 

The  act  of  parliament  for  erecting  a  maricet-hotase, 
and  holding  a  market,  passed  in  1 7^^  empowered  &fe 
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trustees  under  that  act  to  purchase  all  the  interest,  &c. 
in  4he  lands  and  erections  on  the  ground,  where  the 
market-house  was  to  be  built.  In  pursuance  of  socfa 
powers,  the  same  trustees  bought,  of  the  surviving 
trastees  of  Saunders's  charity,  the  said  three  ranks  of 
shambles  for  thirty  pounds.  For  many  years  they 
had  been  unoccupied,  because  an  idea  prevailed  that 
persons  could  purchase  provisions  much  cheaper  at 
the  outer  and  moveable  standings,  than  at  those  of 
Saunders's  charity;  and  consequently  little  or  no 
advantage  accrued  from  them. 

In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  made  to  the 
House  of  Commons  from  Taunton,  in  1787,  it  is  stated 
that  Saunders's  charity  consisted  of  thirty  pounds  in 
money,  the  annual  produce  of  which  was  one  pound 
four  shillings,  and  that  the  same  was  laid  oot  in  the 
purchase  of  waistcoats  and  stockings  for  the  poor. 
The  trustees  at  that  time  were  Luke  Noble,  Thomas^ 
Newcomen,  Joseph  Jeffriear  Benjamin  Jeffries,. 
William  Stone,  and  Robert  Stone. 

FEOFFEE  I^ANDS. 

Though  Saander»'s  benefaction  is  the  earliest  dona* 
tion  now  on  record,  yet  it  appears  that  various  houses 
and  lands  must  have  been  devised  before  that  period. 
After  a  great  sickness,  called  the  plagtfe,  different 
houses  and  lands  having  lain  unoccupied,  some  gentle- 
men of  the  town  had  seized  them  for  the  benefit  of 
fntnre  heirs ;  and  after  they  had  been  kept  a  long  timer 
wiHi  this  view,  and  no  claimants  appeared,  the  rentt^ 
were  applied  to  the  rMief  of  the  poor.  At  lengthy 
Jone  Mh,  1610,  a  btM  in  chancery  was  preferred,  by 
Mn  Thomas  Fisher  and  others,  of  Taunton,  ugainsfc 
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Alexander  Hill,  the  treasurer,  to  acconnt  for  the  rents 
and  profits*  It  stated,  that  divers  messuages,  lands, 
and  tenements,  situated  in  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magda- 
len and  St.  James,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  in 
the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Ottery  and  Up-Ottery,  ia 
the  county  of  Devon,  had  then  been,  time  out  of  mind,  I 
called  **  Town  Lands,*'  and  belonged  to  the  town  of 
Taunton,  by  virtue  of  feoffments  made  of  those  lands  i 
to  certain  persons  called  Feoffees,  who  applied  the 
profits  to  the  uses  of  the  borough  only.  Some  neigh- 
bouring  gentlemen,  objecting  thereto,  were  desirous  of 
becoming  feoffees ;  but  were  refused  by  the  townsmen, 
who  resolved  not  to  permit  any  others  to  be  joined 
with  them.  After  a  full  hearing,  it  was  decreed,  Oct 
24th,  1611,  that  the  former  feoffments  should  be  called 
in,  and  that  a  new  feoffment  should  be  made,  before 
ChristmasHlay  then  next  following. 

The  new  feoffment  invested  these  lands  in  six 
gentlemen  living  out  of  the  town,  and  in  sixteen 
townsmen ;  and  empowered  each  class  to  fill  up,  by 
their  own  nomination,  any  vacancies  in  either,  occa- 
sioned by  death.  It  directed  that  every  year,  when 
the  account  of  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  town  should  be  given  in,  the  gentle- 
men feoffees  should  have  fourteen  days  warning  thereof, 
that  they  might  be  present  at  the  taking  of  the  accounts, 
if  they  would. 

And  as  no  particular  uses,  in  many  of  the  deeds 
thereof,  did  appear,  and  the  court  did  not  allow  that 
any  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands  should  be  employed 
to  maintain  pastimes,  feasting  of  gentlemen,  or  law 
causes,  nor  for  any  other  employment  to  ease  the 
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towiiflneii^s  purses,  nor  to  dischaige  them  from  con- 
tributions to  the  poor,  nor  to  g'ive  relief  to  maimed 
soldiers,  who  are  to  be  provided  for  by  the  state ; 
bnt  that  ail  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  lands 
should  be  employed  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
town; 

The  decree  therefore  ordered,  that  three  parts  of  all 
the  yearly  issues,  fines,  and  profits  of  the  said  lands, 
should  he  wholly  employed  to  the  poor  of  the  town  and 
barauyh  of  Taunton,  and  that  the  same  should  be 
divided  and  distributed  by  the  comtables  of  the  town, 
for  the  time  being,  they  giving  yearly  ah  account  thereof 
to  the  feoffees ;  and  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  issues, 
fifies,  and  profits  of  the  said  lands  should  be  employed 
to  other  good  and  charitable  uses,  as  poor  maids*  mar- 
riages, lending  it  to  poor  tradesmen  upon  security  for 
the  payment  thereof  again,  and  such  like,  as  the  feoffees 
should  think  fit ;  and  for  no  other,  unless  it  were  for  the 
defence  of  the  title  of  the  said  Iands»  or  any  other  suit 
which  might  afterwards  arise  upon  the  neglect  of  this 
order  and  decree.  It  was  also  decreed,  that  thirty 
pounds  per  annum  should  be  paid  for  ever  to  the 
preacher,  by  the  purchasers  of  the  rectory,  in  reference 
of  a  farm,  that  had  been  lately  purchased  of  the  rectory 
of  St  Mary  Magdalen ;  and  that  the  purchasers  of 
the  said  rectory  should  make  such  assurance,  for  the 
perpetual  continuance  of  the  said  thirty  pobnds  per 
annum,  as  by  learned  counsel  should  be  devised,  and 
required  by  the  preacher  or  any  of  his  successors* 
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A  Particular  of  the  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to 
the  Feoffees  of  TaunJlon  Town  Lands,  tfc.  1821. 

TOWN   LANDS. 

In  Fore'^treet. 

1.  A  burgage  or  tenement,  with  a  curtilage  and 
garden,  on  the  north-east  part  of  the  said  street^  now 
let  to  Mr.  John  Gunston  Musgrave — rent,  one  pound, 
six  shillings,  and  eight-pence* 

2.  A  burgage  or  tenement,  and  a  curtilage,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr.  Jos^h 
Pitts  Allen — rent,  six  pounds. 

In  East^treet. 

1.  Two  burgages  or  tenements,  (now  used  as  one,) 
with  the  curtilages  and  gardens  thereto  belonging,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr.  John 
Wride — rent,  one  pound,  fifteen  shillings. 

2.  A  burgage  or  tenement,  and  the  garden  thereto 
belonging,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr.Wiiliam  Blatch  Cox — 
rent,  one  pound. 

3.  A  burgage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  south  side  of  the  same  street, 
now  let  to  Samuel  Norman,  esq. — rent,  one  pound. 

4.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  the 
garden  thereunto  belonging,  with  the  appurtenances, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr 
James  Gill — rent,  one  pound,  three  sbiliings,  and 
four«pence. 

5.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden 
adjoining,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  the  Misses  Welch — rent, 
one  pound,  six  shillings,  and  eight-pence* 
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6.  Two  tenements  or  burgages,  (now  used  as  one,) 
trith  cortilagesi  and  a  garden  thereunto  belonging,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Robert 
l^arsons — rent,  two  poands,  six  shillings,  and  eight- 
pence* 

7.  One  burgage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  street,  now 
let  to  Maiy  Small — rent,  one  pound. 

8.  One  burgage  or  tenement,  with  a  curtilage  and 
garden,  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to 
Charles  Poole,  esq. — rent,  one  pound,  six  shillings,  and 
eight-pence. 

9.  Two  messuages,  burgages,  or  tenements,  with 
curtilages  and  gardens,  on  the  north  side  of  the  said 
street,  now  let  to  Charles  Poole,  esq. — rent,  one  pound, 
six  shillings,  and  eight-pence. 

10.  One  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  a 
curtilage  and  garden  thereto  belonging,  on  the  north 
aide  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr.  Thgmas  Lake — 
rent,  sixteen  shillings. 

IL  One  burgage  or  tenement,  and  a  curtilage  and 
garden,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  north  side  of 
tlie  said  street,  now  let  to  John  Hammet,  esq.  and 
occupied  by  Mr.  James  Locke — rent,  sixteen  shillings. 

12.  One  burgage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  south  side  of  the  church-yard  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  now  let  to  Mr.  Robert  Beadon, 
junior — rent  six  shilKngfS  and  eight-pence. 

13.  A  garden  or  plot  of  ground,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, at  the  east  end  of  the  church-yard  of  St.  Mary 
Bfagdalen,  part  let  to  Mr.  James  Foy,  and  part  to  the 
Bey.  J.  Cabbell-^rent,  two  shillings. 
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In  High^treet. 

1.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appartenances,  on  the  west  side  of  the  said  street,  now 
let  to  Mr.  John  B.  Capon,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  W. 
1.  P.  Wilkinson — rent,  two  pounds. 

2.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden 
thereunto  belonging,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mrs.  Pounsbery 
— rent,  sixteen  shillings. 

3.  A  burgage,  messuage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  ^aid 
street,  now  let  to  John  Jeffries,  esq. — rent,  ten  shillings. 

4.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said 
street,  now  let  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jacobs — rent,  ten 
shillings. 

6.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Golsworthy — rent,  thirteen  shillings  and 
four-pence. 

6.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
which  runs  up  against  Paul-street,  at  the  end  of  which 
are  two  little  dwellings,  and  one  other  messuage, 
burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden,  on  the  east  side  of 
High-street,  now  let,  one  part  to  Mr.  William  Stone, 
the  other  part  to  John  Badcock,  esq. — rent,  eighteen 
shillings. 

7.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr. 
Richard  White — rent,  four  shillings. 

8.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  large 
garden,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to 
George  Brown — rent,  twelve  shillings. 
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^.  A  messuag'e  or  burgage,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
said  street,  now  ]et  to  William  Chaplin — rent,  eight 
shillings. 

10.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  said  street,  now  also  let  to  William  Chaplin 
— rent,  ten  shillings. 

In  JMary-street.   , 

A  messuage,  cottage,  or  tenement,  formerly  con- 
taining 6ve  dwellings,)  with  the  orchard  and  garden 
tbereonto  belonging,  now  let  to  William  Kinglake^ 
esq. — rent,  three  shillings. 

In  Narth-^street. 

1 .  A  burgage  or  tenement,  formerly  called  the  Lamb 
Inn,  situate  on  the  east,  near  the  said  street,  now  let 
to  Mrs.  Betty  Knight,  and  in  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Hitchcock — rent,  one  pound. 

2.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now 
let  to  Mr.  Frederick  Dawe — ^rent,  one  pound. 

3.  Two  messuages,  burgages,  or  tenements,  with 
the  appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street, 
DOW  let  to  Mr.  Harry  Stone — rent,  one  pound,  six 
shillings. 

4.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  (now 
called  the  Duke  of  Wellington  Inn,)  let  to  Mr  John 
Besley — rent,  thirteen  shillings  and  four-pence. 

5.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  and  a  garden  thereunto  belonging,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr.  John 
Locke,  (and  occupied  as  a  bank  for  savings) — rent, 
thirteen  shillings  and  four-pence. 
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6.  A  messuage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street*  now 
let  to  Mr.  James  Sutton— rent,  one  pound. 

7,  8,  9*  Messuages  sold  in  fee  to  the  trustees  of 
Taunton  market,  and  pulled  down.  The  purchase 
money  is  invested  in  the  funds,  to  the  uses  of  the  charity. 

In  North' Tonm. 

1.  A  messuage  and  garden,  with  the  appurtenances, 
on  the  east  side  of  North-Town,  now  divided;  die 
north  part  whereof  is  let  to  the  trustees  of  Taunton 
turnpikes,  and  used  as  a  turnpike-house ;  the  other 
part  is  let  to  Aaron  Rice, — entire  rent,  one  ponnd. 

2*  A  messuage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  with  the 
appurtenances,  now  let  to  the  said  Aaron  Rice — rent, 
ten  shillings. 

3.  A  messuage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  with  the 
appurtenances,  now  also  let  to  the  said  Aaron  Rice — 
rent,  ten  shillings. 

4.  5.  Two  messuages  or  tenements,  and  gardens, 
witli  the  appurtenances,  now  let  to  Robert  Brewer — 
reot»  twenty  shillings. 

On  Time  Bridge. 
A  cottage  and  curtilage  on  Tone  bridge,  qow  let  to 
Mr.  John  Bluett — rent,  one  pound,  six  shillings,  and 
eigbt^pence* 

At  Ottery  8t.  Mary^  Devon. 

1.  A  messuage  and  tenement,  containjing  abowt 
thirty  acres  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture^  with  the 
appurtenances,  cdled  Middle  Woodforde,  now  let  to 
the  Rev.  J.  Brwwner-reat,  two  pounds  and  four-pence ; 
and  lor  a^eriot,  the  best  beast,  or  five  pounds* 

2.  Butts's  Acre  in  Ottery  St.  Mary>  now  let  to  the 
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Rev.  W.  Walker,  and  occapied   b;   the  Rev.  J. 
Browne — rent,  two  shillings. 

At  Up'Oltenf,  Devon. 

1.  A  messuage  or  tenementy  and  several  closes  of 
land,  meadow,  and  pasture,  heretofore  called  Demesne 
Lands,  and  common  of  pasture  on  Beacon-hill,  now 
let  to  John  Eveleigh — rent,  three  pounds,  one  shillings 
and  four-pence ;  and  for  a  heriot,  the  best  beast,  or 
three  pounds. 

2.  A  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenanceS| 
called  North-hays,  containiog  by  estimation  twenty- 
eight  acres  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture,  late  Bag« 
ster,  and  common  of  pasture  for  twenty  sheep,  upon 
Beacon-hill,  now  let  to  Thomas  Helyar — ^rent,  two 
poandS)  six  shillings,  and  eight-pence ;  and  for  a  heriot^ 
the  best  beast,  or  three  pounds. 

3.  A  barn  or  out-house  (now  a  smith's  shop,)  with 
a  curtilage,  divided  and  enjoyed  distinct  and  apart 
from  the  dwelling-house,  orchard,  mad  garden ;  and 
several  closes  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture,  and 
common  of  pasture  for  eight  sheep,  on  Beacon-hill^ 
now  let  to  John  Eveleigh, — rent,  one  pound,  four 
shillings ;  and  for  a  heriot,  the  best  beast,  or  three 
pounds. 

4.  A  close  of  land  called  Sunderly,  containing  two 
acres;  another  *  dose  of  land,  called  Clippermead, 
containing  one  acre  and  a  half;  another  close  of  land, 
caded  Headland,  containing  two  acres  and  a  half; 
two  other  closes,  called  Green  Irish,  and  the  T  woAcres^ 
contoiniBg  four  acres ;  with  common  of  pasture  for 
ten  sheep,  on  Beacon-hill,  now  let  to  John  Eveleigh 
— ^reot,  thirteen  shillings  and  four-pence ;  and  for  a 
heriot  one  pound. 
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5.  A  messuage  or  tenement,  and  seven  closes  (now 
more)  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture,  containing  bj 
estimation  fourteen  acres,  with  the  appurtenances, 
with  common  of  pasture  for  twenty  sheep, on  Beacon- 
hill,  now  let  to  John  Eveleigh — rent,  one  pound,  two 
shillings,  and  four-pence ;  and  for  a  heriot,  the  best 
beast,  or  three  pounds. 

6.  A  messuage  or  dwelling-house,  garden,  and 
orchard,  with  the  appurtenances,  encompassed  with 
a  common  in  Up-Ottery,  and  sheep  leazes  on  Beacon- 
hill,  now  let  to  Hugh  Brown — rent,  four  shillings ; 
and  for  a  heriot  four  shillings* 

7.  A  tenement,  and  four  closes  of  land,  meadow, 
and  pasture,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  Haslands, 
containing  seven  acres,  now  let  to  Hugh  Brown, — 
rent,  twenty  shillings. — No  heriot. 

All  the  premises  are  let  on  leases  for  ninety-nine 
years,  determinable  with  three  lives  respectively,  at 
quit  rents.  The  lives  are  renewable  on  paying  fines, 
to  be  agreed  on  between  the  feoffees  and  the  tenants 
or  applicants. 

Trowbridge's   charity. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1614,  Thomas  Trow- 
bridge the  elder,  of  Taunton,  Merchant-tailor,  granted 
and  assigned,  unto  ten  trustees,  two  closes  or  pieces  of 
ground,  called  TunawaySf  (the  one  consisting  of  five 
acres,  and  the  other  being  one  acre,)  lying  in  West- 
Monkton,  for  the  residue  of  a  term  of  one  thoosand 
years,  commencing  on  the  28th  of  September,  1613, 
upon  trust,  that  out  of  the  tents  and  profits  of  the  said 
closes,  then  worth  six  pounds  per  annum  clear  to 
pasture,  there  should  he  paid  on  St.  Andretv's-dag 
yearly  f  unto  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Saint 
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Mmfjf  Magdalen,  six  pounds,  thereof  they  Mrere  to 
pay  on  that  day  yearly,  to  the  churchn^ardens  and 
aoeneen  of  Si.  James,  in  or  near  Taunton,  forty 
Sittings,  to  be  by  them  distributed  amongst  forty  of 
the  poorest,  oldest,  most  honest,  and  impotent  poor  of 
that  parish,  by  a  shilling  a*piece ;  the  same  distribution 
to  be  made  on  St.Thomas*s*day,  before  Christ  mas ;  and 
within  a  month  after  such  distribution,  the  said  over- 
aeers  of  St  James  to  g^ve  a  note  of  the  names  of  those 
that  received  the  said  benevolence,  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  St  Mary  Magdalen  aforesaid* 

And  that  the  residue,  being  four  poonds,  should  be 
distribnted,  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  amongst  eighty  of  the  like 
poor  of  that  parish,  by  one  shilling  a-piece,  the  same 
day ;  and  a  note  kept  of  the  names  of  the  said  poor, 
and  such  names  delivered  in  at  Easter,  before  the 
constables  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  two  or  more  of 
the  trustees  being  called  in*  And  if  the  profits  amount^ 
ed  to  more  than  six  pounds,  the  residue  to  be  in  like 
manner  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Taunton  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  and  to  be  accounted  for  as  aforesaid* 

And  if  the  profits  should  not  amount  to  six  pound% 
then  a  proportional  abatement  to  be  made  on  each 
pariah,  and  the  residue  to  be  distributed  as  aforesaid. 
And  when  the  number  of  trustees  should  come  to  four, 
then  a  new  deed  to  be  made  to  some  person  or  persons, 
who  should  assign  their  interest  back  again  to  th^se 
four,  and  as  many  more  as  they  should  think  expedient, 
the  major  part  to  be  the  most  sufficient  and  honest 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Taunton  ;  so  that  the  term 
might  be  preserved  to  the  uses  aforesaid.    And  that 
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than  ten  shilliugs,  nor  under  five  shillings,  to  any  ^nt 
person.  The  other  ten  shillings  he  assigned  to  the 
churchwardens,  for  their  trouble  in  distributing  the 
same,  and  giving  an  account  thereof  to  the  executors. 
^  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  in  1787,  this 
benefaction  is  aaid  to  be  vested  in  Betty  Dewberry^ 

1IBRBI>ITU*S  CHARITY. 

In  1677,  there  was  a  liberal  bequest  to  the  poor,  by 
the  will  of  Robert  Meredith,  who  died  the  11th  of 
Octoba-,  that  year  j  which  was  afterwards  subjected 
to,  and  settled  by  a  decree  of  chancery,  dated  May 
28d,  1688,  4  James  II.  This  decree  sets  forth,  that 
Robert  Meredith,  by  will,  dated  in  September,  1677, 
gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  four  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  laid  out,  by  his  executors,  in  lands,  or  a  rent- 
charge  in  fee-simple,  and  the  conveyance  to  be  in 
their  names,  and  such  others  as  they  should  appoint, 
fn  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits,  or  rent-charge, 
should  be  taken  by  the  constables  of  the  borough,  and 
by  them,  between  Michaelmas  and  St.  Thomas's-day, 
yearly,  be  laid  out  in  cloth,  and  making  it  into  coats 
and  waistcoats  for  poor  people,  inhabiting  within  the 
borough  and  parish,  and  distributed  amongst  the  poor 
there ;  and  directed  that  on  St.  Thomas*s-day,  or  such 
other  day  as  the  feoffees  of  the  town-lands  of  Taunton 
should  meet  the  constables,  and  give  the  feofifeea  an 
account,  on  their  voluntary  oath,  of  their  receipts  and 
disbursements,  and  to  ^hom  by  name  given;  for 
which  purpose  a  book  should  be  kept,  and  the  account 
be  allowed  or  disallowed  by  the  feoflbes,  and  that  the 
executors  might  be  present  and  join ;  and  that  the 
names  of  the  clothiers,  and  the  quantitieli  of  the  doth 
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•f  Aem  bought,  and  the  rates  of  the  same,  should'^be 
entered  in  the  said  account^^or  the  same  not  be  allowed  > 
Slid  thai  the  money  otherwise  laid  out  should  be  taken 
as  not  laid  out ;  and  that  till  the  money  were  laid  out 
»  a  purchase,  the  produce  thereof  should  be  accounted 
for  as  ^foresaid.  It  was  also  ordered  and  decreed,  that 
the  trust  and  charity,  and  all  things  declared  in  the  will 
concerning  the  same  and  management  thereof,  should 
stand  good  and  be  observed ;  and  that  the  four  hundred 
pounds  at  Michaelmas  ensuing,  should  be  paid  to  the 
order  of  sir  William  Portman,  hart.  K.  B.  and  the 
rest  of  the  Taunton  feoffees,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
to  be  laid  out  in  purchasing  lands,  called  Grass-croft^ 
or  Grass-grove,  or  other  lands,  annuity,,  or  rent-charge, 
and  the  same  be  settled*  and  continued  in  the  feoffees^ 
or  other  trustees,  as  by  the  will,  and  as  thereby  directed ; 
and  that  the  interest,  from  St  Thomas's-day  pre- 
cediag,  to  the  time  of  payment,  should  be  paid  to  the 
constables,  and  laid  out  as  aforesaid :  and  that  the 
defendants,  the  executors,  should  be  saved  harmlesSf 
and  have  their  costs  out  of  the  four  hundred  pounds. 
'  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations,  in  1787,  this 
benefaction  is  described  as  consisting  of  four  hundred 
pounds  in  money,  producing  the  annual  sum  of  seven* 
teen  pounds,  twelve  shiliingSy  and  ten-pence,  and  as 
being  employed  in  the  purchase  of  clothes  for  the  poor. 
It  is  vested  in  the  feoffees  of  Taunton  town-lands. 

SIR  HUGH  PARKSR'S  CHARITY. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1694,  sir  Hugh  Parker 
gave  to.  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  borgiesses  of 
Taimton,  five  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  his  tene- 
ment^ called  the  Three  Ifuns,  in  Faternoster*Row» 
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LoDdon,  to  be  employed  as  follows ;  namely,  fifteMi 
fthillingg  to  the  yicar  of  Taanton  St.  Mary  Magda-* 
len,  for  preaching  a  sermon  on  the  first  of  May; 
two  shillings  and  six-pence  to  the  clerk,  and  two 
shillings  and  six-pence  to  the  sexton ;  and  the  other 
fenr  pounds  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor,  after 
the  sermon,  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  shall 
see  fit.  .And  in  case  there  shall  be  any  default  made, 
the  said  five  pounds  ai^  wholly  forfeited  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Christ's  Hospital,  London,  for  the  use  of  the 
Blue-coat  children.  And  in  case  the  said  five  pounds^ 
clear  in  money,  free  from  all  deductions,  remain 
unpaid  for  the  space  of  twenty  days  after  the  25th 
day  of  March,  the  aforesaid  mayor,  &c.  or  the 
governors  aforesaid,  may  enter  and  distrain  on  the 
premises  with  costs. 

*  In  the  return  of  charitable  donatioas,  ia  1787,  tins 
benefaction  is  said  to  be  vested  in  Thomas  Bvaas* 

GADD^S    CHARITT. 

In  1694,  Mr.  PhUip  Oadd,  by  his  will,  did  appoint 
Mary  his  daughter,  and  her  heirs,  to  payout  of  six 
acres  of  meadow,  being  in  the  tithing  of  Holway,  on 
Bt.  Thomas*s-day,  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings^  as 
foUows;  namely,  two  pounds  ten  shillings  to  the 
churchwardens  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and 
twenty  shillings  to  the  churchwardens  of  West-Monk* 
ton,  to  be  distributed  on  St  Thomas*s-day,  by  one 
shilling  to  each  poor  person  of  Taunton,  and  two 
shillingpi  to  each  poor  person  of  West-Monkton. 

*  That  portion  of  this  benefaction,  which  r^tes  to 
the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  is  not  men- 
iioned  in  the.  return  of  1787. 


<be  poor  ©f  tbp  <ewn  liaK  the  profits  <?f  tbrge  ?cr«s  i^f 
nie»jdow,  lyiag  iD  Holway^  ta  be  distributed  to  \h& 
poor  ^li^resaid,  by  the  churchwardeos^  on  Easter-- 
Mopday  yearly. 

'  Til*  ifoiace  of  this  beoe^tipa  m  1 7^7  was  |faner 
]poaads  ten  sbillingfl,  and  th»  trustees  Joseph  Harman». 
WiHiapfr  Fringe  and  Thomas  Locke. 

MRS.   CORNISpi'S  CHi^RIl^r. 

la  Jj3e4^  Mrs.  MargHTjB^  (?orpiah  g;ayje  tjie  prpfit^ 
•f  aneadow  tf>titie  popr^  for  ey«r;  bwt  itbi^  gift  W 
BOt  beem  received  for  eotne  yearn.  There  is  no  raeatioar 
•f  this  in  tlie  retarn  of  ifJSt^ 

STItTNGLAND?. 

This  charity  jbas  been  fyr  PWWy  js^n  fl.n^er  the 

dtffidiaB  of  towteesr  fl«cto4  frpm  thp  i^rx^t^stanl, 

disseoten,  and  <^  applicatioa  4>f  ^,  except  its  limiU* 

tion  to  the  poor  of  the  boi«ugh,  is  discretional.     It 

consists  of  various  parcels  of  land,  and  some  dwellings^ 

beloi^ng  to  the  wanor  of  Tauntoa-Pean,  and  con- 

r^eA  «nder  M»  ^iffex«alk  surfevi^rs}  first,  two  APrea 

of  OYCiland  ;  second^  Uuree  a^nes  and  » third  p^  oC 

m  acre  of  overland^  called  Headland ;  third,  two 

cottages^  with  the  curtilages,  of  bondland,  lieretoforer 

loade  or  caaverted  into  si^t  dwellings,  with  six  pr- 

deaiEV  ;in  tjio  tit]|wg  of  B?tr»rPprtw,  a«*4  bow  mad^ 

into  i^Rdwe  dW€Jli^lgJ^;  fflwrtb,  9ne  apre  of  >w>4  ftpd 

Meadow  ofoporiand^  called  Meadlandf  ifth,  tbfee 

acres  and  a  third  part  of  an  acre  of  land  and  meadow 

of  overland,  called  Me^djand  j  sixth,  five  acres  of 

ora^and  i»  tl^e  Winwiea^.— pf  these  parcels,  ^W  bat 

the  fourth  are  described  as  situated  in  the  tithing  of 
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Holway  ;  and  as  beings  heretofore  of  Robert  TaykMV 
except  the  sixth,  in  which,  before  his  name,  stands  that 
of  William  Gill.'    They  hare  been  all  invested  in  tha 

'  Copjf  of  the  surrender  of  Siringlandi^  Uoiway. — Willka^ 
Gil]|  merchant,  doth  sorrender  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  two 
acres  of  land  of  oyerland,  in  the  tithing  of  Holwaj,  some  time  of 
Henrjr  West,  and  late  of  William  Chaplin  and  Hngh  Gnaston, 
deceased,  to  the  use  and  liehoof  of  John  Whetham  the  elder^ 
Thomas  Patten,  John  Hncker,  Robert  Taylor,  their  heirs  asd 
assigns  for  erer,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor  of  Tanntoiu 
Dean,  to  hare  and  to  hold  to  the  sole  nse  and  behoof,  and  to  the  most 
profit  of  the  poor  of  the  borough  of  Taunton  aforenid,  to  whosa 
hands  soeyer  the  said  lands  shall  happen  to  fall.  Taken  the  7CIl  day 
of  March,  in  the  jrear  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  second,  now 
of  England,  the  thirty.fourth,  1681,  in  the  presence  of  Nickolai 
Marshall,  gent.  John  Hannon,  &c.  tenants  of  the  lord. 

There  are  three  surrenders  more  on  the  same  conditions. 

The  original  surrender  of  these  lands  was  made  by  Hemy  West 
to  Chaplin  and  Gnnston,  in  trust  to  permit  and  suffer  the  oonstiUei 
and  other  the  masters,  magistrates,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  dis. 
pose  of  the  issues  and  profits  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  l>orongh  of 
Taunton. — From  a  MS.  book  in  the  poneiHon  of  the  Rev.  H. 
Bower  J  vicar  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

In  the  same  book  there  are  the  following  partieuiars  : 

Archibald  Thomson's  Gift. — <<  Archibald  Thomson  gave 
to  the  poor  of  Taunton  Magdalen  ten  pounds,  the  intereat  to  be 
giTen  in/bread ;  which  ten  pounds  I  did  receife.     BER.  SMITH. 

«  The  interest  Is  ten  shillings,  to  which  I  add  two  shUlings,  that 
the  poor  might  hare  a  dosen  of  bread  every  first  Sunday  in  the 
month ;  but  at  last  there  were  not  poor  to  receire  it  that  came  to 
the  church,  since  which  I  gare  two  years*  interest,  January  tlie  niy 
anno  1699,  being  sixty  loaves  at  four.pence  per  loaf.— B.  S.'^ 

<^  1671.  It  was  ordered  at  the  meeting  of  the  parish  of  Tannlon 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  on  Easter  Tuesday,  that  a  book  be  kepi  to 
register  all  the  public  gifts  for  pious  and  charitable  uses,  and  that 
it  be  kept  in  a  chest,  with  three  locks,  in  the  church ;  one  key  to 
be  kept  by  the  minister,  a  second  by  the  wardens,  and  a  third  by 
the  oTcrseers  of  the  poor**' 
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same  trustees^  to  the  only  use  and  behoof,  and  to  and 
for  the  most  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  poor  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  without  any  specification  of  uses. 
The  third  and  fourth  deeds  of  surrender  are  however 
differently  expressed,  and  contain  a  clause,  which  will 
afford  the  managers  a  clue  to  discover  the  original 
grantee,  and  his  intentions,  if  the  surrenders,  to  which 
there  is  a  reference,  are  in  being;  the  premises 
described,  under  those  numbers,  are  conveyed  upon 
condition,  and  to  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as 
appear  in  and  by  a  surrender  of  Thomas  Pope  the 
elder,  bearing  date  the  twenty-third  day  of  November, 
in  the  tbirty-third  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  in  the  year  1591.  The  number  of  trustees,  in 
whom  this  charity  is  vested,  is  seven. 

'  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  made  to  the 
Home  of  Commons  in  1787,  this  benefaction  is 
described  as  having  been  made  in  the  year  1581,  by 
Thomas  Pope  the  elder,  by  deed,  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  that  the 
clear  annual  produce  of  the  land  is  said  to  have  been 
then  thirty  pounds.  The  trustees  were  William  Stone, 
Luke  Noble,  and  Thomas  Hill. 

*  In  1796,  the  value  of  land  being  much  increased, 
and  the  lease  of  these  premises  about  to  expire,  the 
trustees  let  the  same  by  auction  to  the  best  bidder,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  seventy-nine  pounds,  the  trustees 
agreeing  to  pay  the  poor's  rate  and  lord's  rent. 

'  The  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  are  now 
(1821)  let  at  a  rent  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  The 
trustees  are  William  Stone,  John  B.  Capon,  Downing 
Blake,  Frederick  Dawe,  Thomas  Noble»  Thomaa 
Jacobs^  and  Harry  Webb  Stone.. 
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8TJuCKY*8  CHARITY. 

Mr.  Simon  Staeey,  by  his  wilU  dated  18th  of  Marcb^ 
1710,  bequeathed  the  interest  of  fifty  pounds,  for  eTer^ 
to  each  of  the  parishes  of  Taunton  8t.  Mary  Magdalen 
and  Taunton  St.  Jamesi^  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit 
of  four  poor  men  in  each  parish,  and  laid  out  yearly 
in  grey  kersey  and  trimmings  suitable  to  U,  to  make 
each  of  them  a  coat,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  June« 

This  Mr.  Stacey  also  bequeathed  the  interest  of 
twenty  pounds  for  ever,  to  the  poor  of  the  society  of 
Paul's  Meeting,  in  Taunton,  to  be  distributed  amongst 
them  yearly,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  June. 

This  charity  is  not  mentioned  in  the  return  of  1787« 

SIR  WII^UAM  PORTHAN'S  «TFT. 

'  Sir  William  Portman,  in  his  last  settlement  of  his 
estates^  bequeathed  ninety  pounds  per  annum*  for  ever^ 
lor  the  binding  out  of  eighteen  poor  children,  ta  be 
paid  about  the  10th  of  December,  annually;  the 
children  to  ba  named  or  approved  by  the  owner  of 
Orchard-House,  for  the  time  being ;  of  which  eightees, 
six  are  to  be  yeaiiy  out  of  Taunton  St*  Mary  Magda- 
len, fbnr  out  of  Taantan  St.  James,  five  ont  of 
Blandford,  one  out  of  Crawlbnl-f>anra,  and  two  out 
of  Briansten;  but  if  any  or  all  the  parities  afasU 
disoblige  the  owner  of  Orcfaard-ilouse  for  the  liaie 
being,  then  he  may  bestow  the  said  sums  in  aoy  ether 
parishes  to  the  saase  uses. 

XOAm  VO  POOR  TAABSB^mrC^ 

By  a  paper  bearing  date  lft47,  purportbig  to  be  an 
extract  from  an  al4  book  pf  the  ceustaUes^  oenteaning 
the  eecmtiesfer  the  poor,  it  appeam  that  these  imts 
eeitein  eums  given  by  benevolent  persens,  ta  be  leat 


HTSrrORY  OF  TATTNTOK.  251 

to  ihe  poor;  tuunely,  forty  pounds  by  Mr,  Perry, 
of  West-Backland ;  forty  pounds  by  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Colirarty  of  Taunton,  in  1577 ;  ten  pounds  by  Mr. 
BowermaUyofHemyockyin  1581 ;  ten  pounds  from  an 
alms-womaa  dying  intestate,  by  Mr.  Tbomas  Pope 
and  Thomas  Davidge,  her  administrators;  three  pounds 
by  the  parson  of  Calverley  ;  twenty  pounds  by  Henry 
Roster ;  twenty  pounds  by  a  servant  of  Roger  Warre, 
esq,  forty  pounds  of  Mr.  Every's  money,  in  1631  ; 
twenty  pounds  by  lord  Popham;'  twenty  pounds  by 
Mr.  Barber;  thirty  pounds  by  Jasper  Matthews ;  ten 
pounds  by  Mr.  Wyndbam;  twenty-two  pounds  by 
Mrs.  Radiael  Portman;  ten  pounds  by  Thomas 
Symonds;  ten  pounds  by  William  Symonds;  and 
fifty-one  pounds  by  Mr.  Tagg. 

*  The  return  of  1787  does  not  take  notice  of  any  of 
these  beqaesto. 

The  loss  of  these  charities,  candour  would  hope,  has 
not  proceeded  from  embezzlement  of  the  sums  so 
bequeathed ;  but  it  certainly  indicates  a  very  repre- 
hensiUe  carelessness  and  inattention;  and  should 
operate  as  a  warning  to  trustees,  to  be  not  only  faiUiful 
in  the  di^ribution  of  charities,  but  to  be  careiul  of  the 
securities  on  which  lihey  lend,  and  attentive  to  keep  a 
trust  full,  as  old  trustees  die  or  neglect  to  act. 

B&SAB  AT  CHRISTMAS. 

The  constables  of  the  paiish  of  Taimton  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  haye  been  used,  time  out  of  mind,  to 
pnrdiase  twenty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  iiave  the  same 
madeintoloaves,  of  about  four-pence  price,  -and  to  dis* 
tribute  one  to  every  poor  house-keeper  in  the  town  and 

'  PnAmUylorddiiffrjiistksPopiiiiD. 
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boroaghy  every  Christmas-eve.  The  money  for  the 
purchase  of  the  wheat  is  paid  to  the  constables  by  the 
feoflees  of  the  town-lands. 

<  CHARITABLE  DONATIONS  TO  THS  POOR  Ol*  THt 
PARISH  Ol*  TAUNTON  ST.  JAltSS. 

*  In  the  return,  made  in  ITS?,  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, of  charitable  donations  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
persons  in  the  several  counties  of  England,  there  is  the 
following  account  of  donations  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Taunton  St.  James.  To  this  account  is  now  added 
some  extracts  from  an  old  book  of  overseen'  disburse- 
ments, relating  to  these  charities.  These  are  copied 
with  an  intention  of  promoting  some  enquiry  into  those 
whic^  are  now  unpaid. 

1.  Robert  Moggridge,  in  the  year  1645^  gave  by 
will  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  an  annual  rent^ 
charge  of  four  pounds,  vested  in  1787  in  Mrs.  Dew- 
berry.— Parliamentary  JReturHf  1787. 

2.  Thomas  Trowbridge,  in  1G19,  gave  by  deed  to 
the  said  poor  a  portion  of  land,  the  clear  annual 
produce  of  which  is  two  pounds.  This  land  was 
vested  in  1787  in  John  Chave.— i&u/. 

8.  Joan  King  gave  by  surrender  to  the  said  poor 
a  rent-charge  of  two  pounds^  vested  in  1787  in  Robert 
Moggridge. — Ibid. 

4.  Sir  George  Hooper  gave  by  will  to  the  said  poor 
a  certain  portion  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  vakie  of 
which  is  two  pounds,  ten  shillings.  This  land  in  1 787 
was  vested  in  sir  William  Yea,  hart,  or  his  repre- 
sentatives.— Ibid. 

1667.  Received  of  widow  Hooper  two  pounds  and 
ten  shillings,  being  a  gift  to  the  poor  of  tl^  parish  of 
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St.  Jamesi  by  Mr.  Warman,  dedeased,  and  is  disposed 

of  according  to  the  inteot  of  his  will. — Parish  Book. 

1084.  Received  of  Robert  Hooper  fifty  shillings, 

being  the  yearly  gift  of  Mr.  Warman,  deceased,  &c. 

1701.  Received  Mr.  Warman's  gift,  two  pounds, 
ten  shillings. — Jbid^ 

In  the  retam  of  1787  there  is  no  mention  of  Mr« 
Waimaii,  and  in  the  parish  book  there  is  nothing  said 
of  sir  George  Hooper ;  it  therefore  seems  donbtfol 
wUcb  of  the  two  was  the  donor. 

6.  Florence  Stone,  in  1638,  gave  by  will  to  the  said 
poor  a  portion  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  valne  of  which 
is  one  pound,  which  is  now  vested  in  Matthew  Frank- 
lin.--Piir<.  Return,  1787. 

1677.  Reeeived  of  Mr.  Thomas  Grodsall  the  sum  of 
twentjr  shillings,  given  by  will  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  St.  James^  by  Mrs.  Florence  Stone,  deceased, 
and  isdisbarsed  according  to  the  same. — Parish  Book. 

1088.  Received  of  Mr.  Charles  Godsall  twenty 
shillings,  being  the  yearly  gift  of  Mrs.  Florence  Stone, 
deceased,  to  forty  poor  women  of  the  parish  of  Taun- 
ton St  James,  which  was  received  and  distributed 
according  to  her  will. — Ibid. 

6.  Samuel  Reynolds,  in  1600,  gave  by  will,  to  the 
said  poor,  a  parcel  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
whtdi  is  three  pounds,  ten  shillings,  which  is  now 
vested  in  Thomas  Hurford.—Par/.  Return,  1787. 

1694.  Received  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Marshall  forty- 
eight  shillings  and  two-pence,  being  the  yearly  gift  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Reynolds,  deceased,  to  the  poor  of  the 
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parish  of  TiMBton  St.  Javies,  which  was  dirtriboted 
bjr  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  according  to  his  will. 

7.  George  Farewell,  in  1623,  gare  by  will,  to  the 
said  poor,  a  sam  of  money,  the  annual  produce  of  whi^^ 
IS  eight  shiUings,  now  payable  by  Stephen  Dyke. — 
Pari.  Return,  1787. 

1667.  Received  of  Mr.  Farewell  his  yearly  gift  to 
the  poor,  eight  shillii^* — ParUh  BsoA» 

1702.  Received  Mr.  George  Fareweirs  grift,  being 
eight  shillings,  and  distributed,  according  to  his  will, 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Tannfeon 
St  James.— ^i^Mf. 

8.  Mr.  Risdon  gave  by  will,  to  the  said  poor^  a 
parcel  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  value  of  which  is  one 
pound,  fifteen  shillings,  which  is  now  vested  in  sir 
William  Yea,  bart  or  his  representatives. — Pari. 
BMum,  1787. 

©.  A  person,  of  the  name  of Grabham,  left 

the  sum  of  four  pounds,  ten  shillings,  to  the  said  poor, 
which  has  been  lost  for  many  years,  but  it  cannot  be 
jM  forth  by  what  means. — ParL  ROmiiy  1787. 

1667.  Received  of  Mr.  William  Bacon  the  son 
^  four  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  which  was  a  legacy 
given  by  esq.  Grabham,  deceased,  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish  of  St  James,  and  is  disbursed 
according  to  his  will. — ParUh  Book. 

1702.  Received  of  Mr. Hurtnell  the  sum  of 

Hve  pounds,  being  the  yearly  gift  of  esq.  Grabham, 
deceased,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Taunton  St. 
James,  which  was  distributed  by  the  overseers  accords 
ing  to  his  will.— J&id. 
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This  legacy  is  aeiiouiited  for  regularly  every  year, 
from  1067  to  1702,  but  in  different  soms,  sometimes 
four  jpounds^  eleven  shillings,  and  at  Other  times^  five 
poonds.  It  is  always  charged  as  being  received  by 
the  overseers,  and  dirtribnted  according  to  the  wiU 
of  the  donor,  and  never  charged,  as  is  the  case  ivith 
some  other  be^uests^  in  aid  of  the  poor's  rate. 

There  are  seven  small  houses,  at  the  east  end  of 
St.  James'a^street,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  second 
poor,  which  are  now  inhabited  by  paupers. 

Inilhd  beforenuentioned  book  of  overseers'  accounts^ 
belotiging  to  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  James,  there 
are  the  fdlowing  entries  :-^ 

1667.  Received  of  John  Slape,  gent,  five  pounds^ 
fifteen  shillings,  for  the  interest  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  given  by  Mr.  Clark,  decteased,  towards  the 
relief  of  the  poor. 

1676.  Received  of  Mrs^  Joan  Slape,  widow,  for 
the  intef'est  of  Mr.  Clark's  <me  hundred  pounds — six 
pounds. 

1677.  Receited  of  Mrs.  Slape  die  interest  of  Mr. 
Clark's  one  hundred  pounds'^six  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

1678.  Received  of  Mr.  Gale,  for  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Clark's  one  hundred  pounds — three  pounds, 
eighteen  riiiUings. 

1692.     Received  four  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

1701.  Received  five  pounds. 

1702.  Received  the  interest  of  Mr.  Clark's  one 
hundi^d  pounds,  of  Mr.ThomasDunster,  of  Sevington, 
the  sum  of  five  pounds,  which  was  distributed  accord* 
mg  to  his  will,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Jam^s. 
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1702.  Memoraadain,  that  Mr.  Simon  Stacy  has 
the  mortgage  writings  which  Mr.  Thomas  Danster, 
of  the  parish  of  Sevington,  gave  for  security  of  Mr. 
Clark's  hundred  pounds,  to  the  parish  of  St  JanEiea,  as 
was  acknowledged  by  the  said  Mr.  Simon  Stacy,  in 
the  presence  of  us, 

Peter  Slape,  Thomas  Oraunt, 

John  Browojohut        Thomas  Bellringer. 

1702.  Memorandum,  That  the  hundred  pound 
above-mentioned,  is  paid  for  the  use  of  the  parish,  and 
lent  out  again  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  on  hb  house  in 
this  parish.  Witness,  Peter  Slape,  John  Blake. 

1667.  Received,  for  the  rent  of  the  parish  oieadow, 
one  pound,  ten  shillingrs. 

This  sum  is  accounted  for  regularly  every  year 
from  1667  to  J  702. 

1676.  Received  of  the  widow  Daniel,  for  a  perinh 
meadow,  two  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

1667.  Received  of  sir  William  Portman,  knt  and 
bart.  his  yearly  gift  of  two  pounds,  five  shillings. 

1668.  Received  of  sir  William  Portman,  knt  and 
bart.  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  money,  and  forty 
bushels  of  wheat,  which  said  money  and  wheat  were 
disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  a  liatof  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  distributed 
returned. 

1669.  Received  of  sir  William  Portman,  knt  and 
bart.  ten  pounds  in  money,  twenty  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  half  an  ox,  which  said  money,  wheat,  and  beef, 
were  disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  a  list 
#f  the  persons*  names  to  whom  it  was  distributed 
returned  to  sir  William. 
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1667.  Received  of  sir  John  Warre,  knt.  his  yearly 
l^ft  to  the  poor,  one  pound. 

1683.  Paid  poor  housekeepers,  per  the  order  of 
the  mayor,  in  the  very  cold  and  severe  weather,  as  per 
a  list  of  their  several  names  at  large  appearetb,  fifteen 
pounds. 

100 1  •  Paid  the  poor  housekeepers  in  the  hard  frost 
and  deep  snow,  by  the  mayor's  order,  as  per  a  list 
appearetb,  twenty-nine  pounds. 

1686.  Paid  Mr.  Bernard  Smyth,  mayor,  for  Col. 
Kiik^  seven  pounds. 

From  the  date,  wtiich  many,  and  by  far  the  most 
valoable,  of  the  preceding  donations  bear,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  in  general,  they  took  place  before  the 
poor's  rate  was  established  by  act  of  parliament.   The 
mode  of  relieving  the  poor  by  taxation  was  adopted 
as  a  substitute  for  the  loss  which  they  suffered  by  the 
alienation  of  the  religious  houses,  from  whence  they 
had  derived  their  principal  support.     The  legislature, 
not  trusting  to  the  unconstrained  exertions  and  natu- 
ral force  of  the  principle  of  benevolence;  which  the 
C&KATOR  has  implanted  in  the  human  breast,  and 
which  revelation,  with  its  powerful  sanctions,  calls 
into  exercise,  judged  it  proper  to  bind  every  estate  to 
die  payment  of  a  proportional  quota  to  the  relief  of 
the  necessitous.    It  may,  however,  be  questioned, 
whether  taxes  levied  for  this  purpose  have  not  proved, 
on  the  whole,  more  injurious  than  beneficial  to  the 
poor,  by  encouraging  in  their  minds  a  dependence  on 
legal  claims  to  a  support,  very  unfavourable  to  their 
own  industry  and  oeconomy ;  by  giving  occasion  to 
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expensive  litig^ations  about  settlements;  by  plaeio^ 
indigcent  merit  on  the  samp  footing  with  demerit ;  by 
investing  overseers  with  a  power,  that  generates  an 
inhuman  turn  of  mind ;  and  by  the  burden  they  lay, 
checking  the  free  natural  disposition  of  the  mind  to 
acts  of  humanity.  It  is  certain,  that  the  records  of 
almost  ail  towns  abound  with  proofs  of  the  various 
and  liberal  donations,  which  the  benevcJent,  in  former 
times,  ei  ther  by  investments  in  their  lives,  or  by  bequests 
ID  their  wills,  provided  for  want  and  age.  But  siace 
the  full  operation  of  the  poor  laws,  such  donations  have 
in  a  manner  ceased ;  and  we  6nd  in  fact  that  no  charities 
are  so  generously  supported,  or  so  properly  conducted, 
astbase  which  owe  their  maintenance  to  annual  vcAon- 
tary  subscriptions.  Such  is  the  advantage  of  leaving 
the  human  mind,  in  its  benevolent,  and  it  may  be  added 
in  its  pious,  feelings,  to  its  freedom. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  may  at  least  admit  of 
a  doubt,  whether  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  would 
not  have  more  effectually  secured  its  benevolent  ends 
by  laws,  which,  instead  of  enacting  a  tax  from  every 
one,  had  been  framed  to  secure  a  faithful  distribution 
of  money,  granted  by  the  dictates  of  a  voluntary 
humanity.  It  is  a  ground  of  just  complaint,  that  in 
most  places  many  charitable  donations  have  been  lost 
through  fraud  or  negligence }  and  many  more  have 
been  perverted  from  their  original  design,  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  party,  or  to  gratify  the  appetite  of 
luxury. 

In  a  borough,  constituted  like  that  of  Taunton,  they 
are  very  liable  to  be  employed  to  advance  elaeti* 
oneeringdesi^nsy.  rather  than  to  relieve  industrioas 
persons  in  distress.  The  annals  of  past  times,  it  is  to  be 
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feared^  could  furnish  many  shameful  instances  of  a 
clandestine  and  partial  distribution  of  charities,  by 
which  the  voters  of  the  lower  class  have  been  even- 
tually and  insidiously  cut  off  from  the  use  of  their 
valuable  franchise.  The  decision  of  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
the  returning  officer^s  counsel,  at  the  election  of  1700, 
deserves  to  be  recorded  here,  as  founded  in  wisdom 
and  equity,  and  as  a  bar  in  future  against  such  corrupt 
abuses  of  the  town  charities.  It  was  this-That  charities 
must  be  given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  donor ; 
and  any  other  giving  of  money  could  not  be  considered 
as  the  distribution  of  the  charity,  the  name  of  whidiit 
might  bear ;  but  would  subject  the  distributor  to  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  given  under  such 
pretences,  and  consequently  could  not  disfranchise 
those  who  had  received  it. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  next  class  of  public  buildings  includes  those 
which  are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  justice  and 
civil  government.  The  principal  of  these,  both  for 
magnitude  and  use,  is  the  assize«hall,  which  forms 
part  of  the  castle,  adjoining  the  town,  though  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Bishopi*s-Hull. 

THE   CASTLE  AND  ASSIZB-HALL. 

The  castle  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  and 
the  original  foundation  of  it,  as  has  been  said  beforcp 
was  laid  by  king  Ina.  The  present  building  is  part 
of  a  stately  edifice,  erected  by  William  Giffard,  bisAiop 
of  Winchester,  and  lord  of  the  town  in  the  time  of 
king  Henry  the  first.  By  several  documents  of  the 
bishops  of  that  see,  dated  at  Taunton  castle,  it  seems 
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to  have  been  a  place  of  their  frequent  residence.'  Th« 
access  to  it  is  through  an  open  court,  called  the  Castle- 
green,  where  the  dead,  in  time  of  war,  were  buried. 
It  was  formerly  inclosed  with  gates :  that  on  the  west 
was  destroyed  some  years  ago ;  but  that  on  the  east, 
called  the  1  brter'if  lodge,  has  lately  been  converted 
into  a  dwelling-house.  The  arches  are  very  strong, 
and  the  grooves,  in  which  the  portcullis  was  let  down, 
are  quite  perfect.  Part  of  the  south  wall  was  taken 
down  some  years  ago,  to  open  a  passage  to  the  gram- 
mar-school. 

In  passing  to  the  principal  gate,  the  path  was  over 
the  moat,  where  the  drawbridge  formerly  stood  This 
moat  was  twenty-6ve  feet  wide,  and  twelve  feet  deep : 
it  inclosed  the  castle  on  the  south  side,  and  at  the  east 
and  west  ends,  a  branch  of  the  river  Tone  bounding 
it  on  the  north.     Besides    this  there  was  an  outer 
moat,  which  took  a  circuit  round  the  Porter's  lodge  and 
the  gate  near  the  present  Winchester  Arms  Inn,  and 
inclosed  the  castle-green.  In  1495,  the  whole  building 
was  repaired,  and  an  embattled  gateway  built  by  bishop 
Thomas   Langton,   who  presided  over   the   see  of 
Winchester  from  1493  to  1502.     This  gate  is  still 
standing,  and  has  over  it,  fronting  the  castle-green, 
two  escutcheons,  one  below,  and  the  other  above  the 
window  of  a  room  which  formerly  was  used  as  the 

'  Warton  in  his  History  of  English  Poetry,  toI.  i.  p.  68> 
nentiotift  the  repairs  of  Taunton  castle  in  the  year  1266.  ^<  Con^. 
J.  Gernejs,  Episc.  Wint.  Tantonia.  Ezpens.  damorum.  Is 
morcede  cementarii,  pro  mnro  erigendo  joxta  tarrim  ez  parte  orieo- 
tali,  cam  kernellis  et  archeriis  faciendis,  xri  i.  ? i  d.'*  (In  Axchir. 
Wolf es.  apud  Wint-) 

The  kemOlis  and  archeriis  here  mentioned  were  iattkmmts  and 
loop»holcs. 
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v.. 

grand-jury-room.  The  lower  escutcheoa  is  placed 
between  four  roses,  and  charged  with  a  cross,  on  which 
are  five  roses,  with  this  inscription;  **ILaitf  tSbl  l^pe/' 
that  is,  «'  Praise  be  to  thee,  O  Christ.  2D«  ILangfO 
WintOf  1495.'*  Above  the  window  are  the  arms  of 
king  Henry  the  seventh,  supported  on  the  dexter  side  by 
a  greyhound,  and  on  the  sinister  by  a  dragon,'  with  this 
motto ;  **  WUbt  It  HM  ^tmi^"  that  is,  <*  Long  live  king 
Henry/'  On  the  north  side  of  the  gateway,  facing  the 
assize-hall,  is  the  first  escutcheon  repeated^  with  the 
date  1495. 

In  1577  the  building  received  considerable  improve-^ 
ments,  from  bishop  Robert  Home,  who  built  the 
assize-hall  as  it  now  stands,  and  whose  arms  are  ia 
front  of  the  grand-jury-room ;  namely,  parted  per 
pale  two  coats ;  first,  two  keys  addorsed  in  bend»  a 
sword  between  them  in  bend  sinister,  the  arms  of  the 
see  of  Winchester ;  second,  three  bugle  horns,  for  the 
name  of  Home ;  the  whole  within  the  garter,  with  the 
motto,  Hani  sail  qui  mal  y  pense,  and  four  cherubs  at 
the  corners.  Underneath  is  ''  CBUX  ST  vanitas^'^ 
that  is,  "  Vexation  and  vanity.  1577  J* 

The  remains  of  the  ancient  castle  were  deserving  of 
notice.  The  old  buildings  being  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  feet  in  fronts  had  a  circular  tower  at  each 

'  The  dragon  and  the  greyhound  were  the  supporters  of  the 
ariBf  of  En^and  donng  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  part  of  that 
of  Henry  VIII.  Tbe  first  was  borne  by  Henry  VIK  as  a  badge 
of  the  Honse  of  Tudor,  which  derlfed  itself  from  Cadwallader,  the 
last  king  of  Britain,  who  bore  on  his  standard  a  red  dragon.  Henry^ 
in  Ifliitatloii  of  him,  at  the  battie  of  Bosworth,  carried  on  his  stan. 
dtfd  a  red  dragon,  painted  on  white  and  green  silk,  which  afterwards 
g^rt  rise  to  the  office  of  Rooge»dragon  among  the  Heralds.-*-* 
Ptmumfi  Toun  in  Wales^  toL  I.  p.  43. 
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end ;  of  which  one  only  is  now  remaining.  The  other, 
with  the  east  end,  has  been  long*  since  destroy ed,  and 
a  larg^e  house  built  in  its  room,  that  has  been  for  many 
years  a  boarding-school  for  young  ladies.  The  west 
end  or  wing  is  the  shortest,  being  sixty-six  feet  in 
lengthy  and  was  lately  standing*  as  it  was  originally 
built,  allowing  for  the  injuries  it  had  suffered  from  the" 
cannon  of  its  enemies,  or  rather  from  its  greater  enemy, 
time.  The  whole  building  had  a  flat  roof,  with 
JIarapet  walls  and  embrazures  for  guns ;  but  part  of 
that  roof,  within  the  memory  of  man,  has  been  taken 
down,  and  the  present  erected  in  its  stead.  On  viewing* 
the  back  part  of  it,  there  could  be  lately  discerned 
some  breaches  made  by  cannon  in  the  old  wall,  which 
was  judged  from  its  appearance  to  be  part  of  the  castle 
built  about  the  eleventh  century. 

This  castle  has  been  held  by  different  persons  as 
bailiffs  of  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  under  a  grant  or 
patent  from  him,  ever  since  the  18th  of  Edward  lY. 
In  the  year  1785,  by  the  decease  of  the  last  life,  n 
the  patent,  by  which  it  had  been  granted  to  the  Lucas's, 
an  ancient  and  respectable  family  in  this  town,  it  fell 
again  into  the  hands  of  the  bishop.  This  circumstance, 
and  the  ruinous  state  into  which  the  assize-hall  had 
been  permitted  to  fall,  threatened  the  removal  of  the 
assizes  and  sessions  from  Taunton,  unless  some  speedy 
and  vigorous  measures  were  adopted.  It  was  the 
subject  of  deliberation  and  of  repeated  meetings,  to 
take  proper  measures  for  securing  to  the  town,  in 
future,  the  weight,  importance,  and  advantage  of 
being  the  seat  of  these  public  transactions;  but  no 
determination  was  formed,  and  this  place  wm  on  the 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON.  263 

point  of  losing  the  assizes,  when  sir  Benjamin 
Hammet,  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  borough, 
applied  for  and  obtained  a  grant  of  the  ofiSce  of  keeper 
of  the  castle  and  its  apportenances,  and  also  the 
office  of  baiHff,  from  the  bishop  of  Winchester.  He 
imnaediately  employed  architects  and  masons  to  put 
it  in  a  state  of  sound  and  decent  repair,  to  range  anew 
the  courts,  and  to  fit  up  a  commodious  and  elegant 
grand-jury-room.  The  expenses  of  these  works 
amounted  to  four  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds, 
nine  shillings,  and  four-pence;  towards  which  sum 
Mr.  Popham,  the  other  representative,  made  a  present 
of  one  hundred  and  five  pounds,  and  some  of  the 
more  generous  and  public-spirited  inhabitants  snl>- 
oeribed  ninety-four  pounds.  The  balance,  tv^o  hundred 
and  eighteen  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  four-pence, 
was  paid  by  sir  Benjamin  Hammet  himself.  He 
afterwards  proceeded  to  fill  np  the  moat,  to  lay  out 
the  ground  round  the  castle,  and  to  fit  up  a  handsome 
suite  of  rooms;  rearing  again  the  decayed  walls, 
converting  the  pile  of  ruins  into  a  mansion,  and 
restoring  the  casde  in  a  style  of  magnificence  and 
elegance. 

In  1816,  the  hall  having  again  gone  considerably  to 
decay,  and  the  town  being  once  more  in  danger  of  losing 
the  assizes,  a  subscription  was  entered  into  by  the 
principal  inhabitants,  amounting  to  about  two  hundred 
pounds,  fDr  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  necessary  repairs.  The  two  courts  underwent 
several  judicious  alterations,  for  the  better  accommo- 
dation of  the  judges,  counsel,  and  jurors,  and  the 
varionB  officers  connected  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
assizes  and  quarter  sessions. 
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The  principal  part  of  the  buildings  ae  it  rtood^  pre-^ 

vioady  to  the  aherations  in  1 7 Ad,  was  the  great  haU^oiie 
hundred  and  nineteen  feet  and  a  half,  by  tbii  ry  feet  and 
a  half,  aiyl  twenty  feet  and  a  half  high.  In  this  hall,  in 
1686,  lord  chief-justice  Jeffreys  opened  his  commission, 
written  in  letters  of  blood,  for  the  trial  of  the  insurgents 
engaged  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  the  history  of 
which  has  carried  down  his  name  to  posterity  covered 
with  everlasting  infamy.  On  that  melancholy  occaavm 
be  ordered  it  to  be  hung  with  red  cloth,  symbolical  of 
the  tragedy  which  a  few  days  after  succeeded,  and  the 
remembrance  of  which  filled  the  west  of  England 
with  tears  and  grief  for  many  years.  Let  the  reader 
picture  to  himself  an  English  judge,  sitting  in  this 
hall,  either  perpetually  drunk,  or  in  the  most  outrageous 
passion,  acting  like  one  of  the  furies,  shewing  neither 
pity  nor  mercy ;  surrounded  by  military  guards' 
beaded  by  Kirke,  a  man  capable  of  perpetratiogr  the 
most  horrible  cruelties. 

In  the  hall  are  annually  held  the  Lent  assizes,  the 
Michaelmas  generaUquarter-sessions  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Somerset,  and  the  manorial  courts  of 
the  bishop  of  Winchester.  At  the  time  of  its  re-edifi- 
cation by  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  it  was  divided,  the 
west  end  being  fitted  up  for  the  criminal  court,  and 
the  east  for  that  of  Nisi  Prius. 

The  grand-jury-room  is  in  front  of  the  hall,  and  is 
supported  upon  pillars,  forming  underneath  a  sort  of 

'  Jeffrey8*s  guards  were  composed  of  Kirke's  r^ment,  thai 
called  the  Tangier  regiment,  from  having  been  in  garrison  at  Tangieri 
and  now  the  second  foot.  They  were  cantoned  daring  the  trial  of  the 
priioners  on  a  piece  of  gronnd,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Castle^reeo, 
adjoining  the  assise-hall,  which  yet  bears  the  name  of  <<  Taogier/' 
in  memory  of  these  transactions. 
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piazza*  and  affording  shelter,  in  case  of  inclement 
weather,  to  those  whom  business  or  cariosity  draws  to 
the  courts. 

Besides  the  ball  and  the  grand-jury-room#  there  is 
in  the  castle  an  apartment  called  the  Exchequer,  in 
which  the  records  of  the  manor  of  Taunton-Dean  are 
reposited  ;  a  large  room  which  has  formerly  been  used 
as  an  assembly-room,  as  a  theatre,  as  an  armoury  for 
the  militia,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  a  dungeon 
anciently  used  for  prisoners.  The  west  end  of  the 
castle  is  occupied  as  a  dwelling-house  by  St.  Albyn 
Gravenor,  esq. 

Tradition  reports,  says  Mr.  Locke,  that  there  was 
a  subterraneous  passage  from  the  inner  court  to  the 
powder-mills,'  at  present  the  town-mills;  and,  if  so, 
doubtless,  when  the  town  was  besieged,  supplies  were 
thrown  in  by  that  communication.  This  tradition  is 
supported  by  a  discovery,  made,  a  few  years  since,  of 
an  underground  arched  way,  in  a  garden  adjoining  to 
the  castle,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  James 
Chorley,  of  North-street. 

OFFICERS  OF  THB  CASTLB  OF  TAUNTON. 

28d  Edward  I.  1294.  Nicholas  de  Bonville  was 
constable  of  Taunton  castle. 

14th  Edward  II.  1320.  JohndeBuckland,  constable. 

'  This  WIS  piolMbly  nothing  bnt  the  common  lewer  of  the  cutle. 
Tradition  delighU  in  the  msrrellous.  Every  ancient  bailding, 
wliether  castle  or  monastery,  is  said,  by  the  common  people,  to  have 
bad  snbterraneons  passages ;  and  many  a  l^ndary  story  is  prodnced 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  their  assertions.  The  most  inattentifo 
tisTdler  must  hsTs  noticed  this«--Dr.  ToulminU  IfSS.     • 


i 
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0th  Edward  III.  13»4.    Hugh  de  Taunton. 

He  was  Jami^r  eoitri  de  TafUone,  gatdieeper  of  the  castle  of 
TaoDtoo,  and  held  lands  in  Taunton  under  Adam  de  QrletoOy 
bishop  of  Winchester. 

6th  Henry  y.  1417.    Thomas  Chaucer,  constable. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  the  celebrated  poet 
In  the  %d  of  Henry  the  IV.  he  was  Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  Commons, 
and  in  the  6th  of  that  king  was  sent  ambassador  to  France.  In  the 
Otkof  the  same  reign,  the  commons  elected  him  their  speaker  again, 
•s  thejr  did  also  in  the  11th  aad  1 3th  year  of  that  king,  and  in  the 
9d  of  Henry  V.  In  the  last  mentioned  year,  he  was  sent  by  the 
king  to  treat  of  a  marriage  with  Catliarine,  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  and  in  the  0th  year  of  the  same  reigo,  he  was  sent 
ambassador  to  .treat  of  peace  with  France.  He  passed  through  several 
•ther  public  stations.  The  chief  place  of  his  residence  was  at 
Ewelme,  in  Oifordshire,  where  he  died  in  1434,  and  lies  buried  ia 
the  church  of  that  town,  under  a  black  marble  tomb,  with  his  effigy, 
and  that  of  his  wife,  cut  in  brass.  His  only  daughter,  Alice,  married 
William  de  la  Pole,  duke  of  Suffolk,  the  unhappy  faTonrite  of  king 
Henry  VI. 

13th  Henry  VI.  1434.  Sir  John  Daubeny,  con- 
stable. 

17th  Henry  VI.  1438.  Sir  John  Stradling,  con- 
stable. 

He  had  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  granted  liim  ont  of  the 
borough  or  manor  of  Taunton. 

18th  Edward  IV.  11th  September,  1478.  William 
Bodell  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  steward  and  bailiff 
of  the  franchises  of  Taunton. 

T%e  following  is  a  copg  of  the  Conjirmaiion  of  Ms  patent  of 

afpokiimewt  :^^ 

<<  To  all  the  sons  of  holy  mother  ehnrch,  to  whom  these  letters 
Aali  come,  Thomas,  by  divine  permission,  prior  of  the  cathedftl 
ehureh  of  St.  Swithin,  Winchester,  and  the  content  of  the  satfie, 
MDdeth  greeting  in  our  Lord  ererlastiog.  Know  ye,  that  we  hare 
inspected  the  letters  patent  of  the  most  rererend  hA^t  ia  Qunvty 
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WUlUm,  by  SMm  permissioD,  blsliop  of  Winchester,  of  the  tenor 
following  I — 

<  To  all  the  faithfnl  in  Christ, to  whom  these  letters  shall  come, 
William,  by  divine  permission,  bishop  of  Winchester,  wisheth  health 
in  the  Lobd  eTerlasting.  Know  ye,  that  we,  very  much  confidmg 
in  the  fidelity  and  diligence  of  onr  servant,  William  Bodell,  have 
ordained,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and,  by  these  presents,  do 
ordain,  constitate,  and  appoint,  the  said  William  Bodell,  steward 
and  bailiif  of  the  franchise  and  liberty  of  onr  castle  and  lordship  of 
Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  with  all  and  singular  the  manors 
belonging  to  the  same,  giving  and  granting  to  the  said  William  Bodell 
full  power  and  authority  to  hold,  enjoy,  and  exercise  the  offices  of 
steward  and  bailiff  aforesaid,  by  himself  and  his  sufficient  deputy,  and 
to  require  and  claim  for  us  and  our  successors,  in  our  name,  all  and 
singular  fines,  amerciaments,  and  forfeitures,  dbeand  belonging  to  us 
and  onr  successors,  in  any  court  of  our  lord  the  king ;  also  all  other 
things  which  to  the  aforesaid  offices  of  steward  and  bailiff  do  belong, 
or  which  ought  to  belong  in  any  wise  whatsoever ;  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  ofioes  of  steward  and  bailiff  by  himself,  and  his  sufficient  deputy, 
for  the  term  of  the  life  of  (he  said  William,  teceiting,  in  and  for  tho 
offices  aforesaid,  the  wi^es  and  fees  to  the  said  offices  of  old  and 
anciently  appertaining.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  put  our 
seal  to  these  presents.  Dated  at  our  manor  of  Waltham,  the  eleventh 
day  of  September,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  the  fourth,  after  the  conquest  of  England,  and  of  our 
coateciution  the  thirty-Second.' 

<<  Which  sud  letters,  with  every  thing  therein  contained,  as  ikr 
u  in  us  lies,  for  us  and  our  successors,  we  approve,  openly  ratify^ 
and  atrengly  confirm  by  these  presents,  saving,  nevertheless,  the 
rights,  dignities,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  our  aforesaid  church 
in  all  things.  In  testimony  whereof,  our  common  seal  is  affixed  to 
these  presents.  Dated  in  onr  chapter-house,  at  Winchester,  the 
sixth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1478." 

13th  Henry  Vll.  1497.  Giles,  lord  Danbeny, 
eoiiirtable,  with  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds. 

This  year  the  Cornbh  rebels,  under  the  command  of  Perkin 
Warbeck,  who  laid  claim  to  the  crown  of  England,  under  the 
pretMt  of  beiDg  Richard  duke  of  York,  second  son  of  kbg  Edward 
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IV.  CUM  to  Tftwiton,  Attd  laid  wkgt  to  the  cattle ;  wUdi  they  took^ 
but  were  loon  repalsed  ;  and  their  leader,  being  pursued  by  lord 
Danbeoy,  to  Beaulieu,  to  Hampshire,  was  there  taken,  leni  to 
London,  and  executed.  The  Cornish  Insurgents  bad  the  year  before 
inrested  the  place,  and  murdered  In  the  castle  the  prorost  of 
Penryn,  who  had  been  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  new 
subsidies. 

19th  Henry  Till.  1526.  Robert  Hill  and  William 
Payne  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  feodary  and  bailiff 
of  Taunton. 

22d  Henry  Till.  1620.  Thomas  and  Matthew 
AmndeU  had  the  office  of  constable  and  gate-keeper 
of  the  eastle. 

24th  Henry  YHL  1631.  Poole  and 

Drables  had  a  gprant  of  the  same  office. 

S6th  Henry  VIII.  1644.  Robert  Hill  and  Walter 
Halse,  bailiffs  of  the  bailiwick  of  the  whole  lordship  or 
manor  of  Taunton  and  Tannton-Dean,  and  sealers  of 
all  measures  within  the  castle,  borough,  and  lordship 
aforesaid,  for  life. 

4th  Edward  VL  1649.  Walter  Halse,  constable 
for  life. 

4th  and  6th  Philip  and  Mary,  1667.  Nicholas 
Lenthall  and  Hugh  Lyddon  had  a  grant  of  the  office 
of  woodward  of  Taunton. 

4th  Elizabeth,  1661.  Hugh  Norris  and  his  two 
sons  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  castle 
and  bailifis  of  Taunton. 

In  tbe  presentment  made  by  a  jnry,  assembled  at  Taunton,  on 
llie  16th  of  December,  1647,  to  the  surreyors  appointed  for  the  sale 
of  bishops*  lands,  it  is  said,  that  the  bailiff  of  the  castle,  for  the  tinw 
being,  claims,  as  a  fee  belonging  to  his  office,  the  yearly  snm  of 
four  pounds,  and  two  quarters,  three  bushels,  and  one  peck  of 
green  peas,  and  fifty  shiUiogs  more  of  the  lord,  and  twelre  loads  of 
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shride  wood,  and  one  load  for  the  tolsey .house  for  the  lord's  fair 
ia  the  boroagh,  and  another  load  for  the  tolsey-house  at  the  lord's 
fair  in  Norton. 

17th  Elizabeth,  1574.  Jerome  and  Edmund  Home 
had  a  grant  of  the  bailiwick  and  constableship  of 
Tannton. 

18th  Elizabetht  1575.  Richard  Rose  well  was  wood- 
ward of  Taunton. 

In  the  said  presentment,  it  is  said,  that  the  woodward  should 
hare  two.penoe  a  day  for  life,  tops  and  rind  of  trees  felled  for 

repairing  the  castle-mills,  and acres  in  the  seignoiy,  and 

-windfalls,  starred  trees,  and  herimge  of  the  woods. 

S9th  Elizabeth,  1596.  Edward  Lancaster  and  his 
assigns  had  a  grant  of  the  bailiwick  and  constableship 
of  the  castle  for  three  lives. 

10th  James  1.  1612.  Sir  Francis  Popham,  knt. 
constable. 

Id  the  said  presentment,  it  is  farther  stated,  that  the  constahle  of 
the  castle  of  Taanton,  for  the  time  being,  claims,  as  lielonging  to 
Ui  office,  the  yearly  fee  of  twenty  pounds,  and  also  a  meadow  called 
Honey-croft,  containing  liTe  acres,  and  that  the  constable  may 
grant  replefios.  They  also  presented  that  sir  Francis  Popham,  knt. 
was  the  late  constable  of  the  castle. 

20th  Charles  I.  March  10th,  1644.  FrancisKeene, 
of  Wells,  gent,  constable,  by  grant  from  Walter, 
bishop  of  Winchester. 

He  was  the  last  constable  of  this  castle. 

4th  Charles  I.  25th  November,  1628.  George 
Browne  and  Robert  Browne,  and  the  survivor  of 
them,  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  castle, 
town,  and  lordship  of  Taunton,  on  the  surrender  (at 
the  request  of  the  said  George  Browne,)  of  sir  John 
Homer,  knt.  John  Symes,  and  Thomas  Malet,  esqrs. 

The  said  George  and  Robert  had  also  a  grant  at  the  same  time 
of  the  office  of  gate.keeper  of  the  castle. 
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0th  Charles  I.  May  14th,  1633.  Geoi^e  Browne 
being  dead,  Robert  Browne  surrendered  the  said 
grant,  and  took  a  new  grant  to  himself  and  John 
Browne,  for  their  lives. 

In  the  said  preseotment,  December  15,  1647,  it  is  said  tliat 
John  Browne  the  yonnger,  of  Frampton,  in  the  county  of  Dorset, 
esf  •  ciairoi,  by  Tirtue  ef  letters  patent,  granted  by  Walter,  late 
bishop  of  Winchester,  the  oi&ce  of  clerk  of  the  castle  of  TaimtoD 
and  TanntoQ.Deaa,  with  a  fee  of  twenty  shillings  per  aonani,  and 
all  other  accustomed  fees,  and  the  other  half  of  the  porter's  mead, 
lying  in  Bishop's-HuU,  and  eighteen  loads  of  shride  wood,  delivered 
out  of'  the  lord's  wood  yearly,  and  aUo  paper  and  injL,  and  parch- 
Qeot,  and  also  four  pounds,  tweWe  shillings. 

And  the  said  John  Browne  the  younger  further  claims,  for  the- 
term  of  his  life,  by  virtue  of  other  letters  patent,  granted  by  the 
said  Walter,  late  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  confirmed  by  the 
dean  and  chapter  there,  the  office  of  porter  or  keeper  of  the  gate 
of  the  castle  of  Taunton,  with  the  manor  and  garden  iritliin  llie 
same  castir  being,  and  to  the  same  office  brionging,  with  the  fee  of 
tiro.pence  per  day,  to  be  paid  by  the  hands  of  the  receiver.  And 
also  tlie  castle.gpeeo,  and  castie«ditoh,  the  keeping  of  the  ponods 
and  wards,  with  the  fees  thereof;  also  tike  halfendeal  of  the 
meadow,  lying  in  HoneyXroft,  containing  three  acres  and  a  half, 
called  the  Porter's  Mead,  and  one  stable,  and  twenty*two  loads  of 
•hride  wood,  to  be  delivered  ont  of  the  lord's  wood  yearly. 

The  said  jury,  in  their  presentment,  further  state,  that  the 
receiver  of  the  castle  was  to  have  four  loads  of  wood. 

That  the  overseers  of  the  water  works  were  to  receive  three  pounds, 
six  shillings,  and  eight.pence,  yearly,  and  four  loads  of  wood. 

That  the  French  weare,  Town-mills  weare,  Obridge  weare,  and 
Fire-pool  weare,  were  to  be  kept  by  the  lord. 

They  also  presented  that  all  the  officers,  namely,  thederk  of  the 
easUe,  the  bailifs,  the  porter,  the  woodward,  the  surveyor  of  the 
water-works,  weares,  and  banks,  and  the  receiver  of  fhe  castle, 
attending  ou  the  steward  at  the  law.days,  have  always  had  their 
meat  and  drink  during  the  time  of  the  steward's  abode  there.  In 
keeping  of  the  law-days  and  courts^  and  haye  likewise  had  allow- 
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ailce  of  their  hones'  meat,  and  shoeing  of  their  horses/and  mending 
of  their  saddles,  and  other  furniture,  belonging  to  their  horses. 

And  that  all  the  beadles  of  the  seignory  bare  used  to  hare  their 
dinners  at  the  law.day,  or  four.pence  in  lieu  thereof. 

That  two  rooms  in  the  castle  of  Tannton  do  belong  nnto  the 
tenants  of  the  manor,  for  the  keeping  of  the  records  and  court-rolla 
of  the  said  manor* 

ThejT  also  presented  that  the  law^daj  courts,  and  all  other  conrti 
for  the  said  manor  and  liberty  of  Taunton  andTaunton-Dean,  have 
been  time  out  of  mind  kept  in  the  great  hall,  within  the  said  castle  ; 
only  the  law.days  and  courts  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  are 
constantly  kept  in  the  Guild-hall  there. 

And  that  all  the  conrt-rolls,  court-books,  surrender-books,  and 
all  other  writings,  commonly  called  the  records  of  this  manor,  and 
remaining  in  the  custody  of  the  derk  of  the  castle  of  Taunton,  do 
properljr  belong  nnto  the  tenants  of  this  manor,  and  not  unto  the 
lord  of  this  manor. 

And  that  the  courts  for  the  said  manor,  borough,  and  liberty, 
are  as  follow ;  namely,  two  law.days  yearly  for  the  manor  of 
Tannton.Dean,  kept  by  the  steward  of  the  bishi^rick  ;  one  court 
erery  three  weeks,  for  the  tenants,  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  castle 
of  Taunton ;  two  law-days  for  the  borough,  and  a  court  there  eyery 
fortnight,  kept  also  by  the  said  clerk ;  and  two  law.day  courts,  and 
another  court  erery  three  weeks,  for  the  liberty,  also  kept  by  th4 
said  clerk. 

And  they  also  presented  that  the  tithingmen  of  Withiel,  Tolland, 
Leigh.Flory,  Ninehead.Flory,  Combe.Flory,  Heathfield,  Lydeard^ 
Saint-Lawrence,  Bagborough,  Cothelesfon,  Lydeard-Puncherton, 
Piztoo,  Holcombe,  Oake,  Bradford,  Holford  Coursley,  Ninehead- 
Monkton,  Knights-Leigh  (now  Anger's-Leigh,)  Hill-Farrancey 
Heale,  Cheddon,  Prior's. Blagdon,  Feichampton,  Norton,  Orchards 
Obrid^e,  Fons  George  (Wilton,)  Extra  Portam,  and  Langford, 
do  giTe  yearly  one  shilling  each,  for  not  bringing  in  their  measures 
in  their  sereral  tithings,  on  the  two  several  law.days,  to  be  tried 
by  the  standard. 

And  that  all  treasure-troTe  and  coinage,  within  the  liberty  of 
TanotoD-Dean^  belong  to  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
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Thej  alio  praianted  tbe  foUowiag  uanval  feiiti|  doe  from  Um 
freeholders  nnder-mentioDed : 

Birl  of  Hertford,  for  land  Ijriog  in  LaareneeaLjdetidy      -    t    O 
Earl  of  Bath,  for  land  In  Norton,       .......03 

Sir  John  Stawel,  for  land  in  Cotheleston,      .....10 

Arthur,  lord  Capel,  for  land  in  Knights-leigh,       ...30 
John  Malet,  esq.  for  land  in  Nethe  and  Lydeard-Pancherton^  3    O 
Late  sir  Williim  Portman,  bart.  for  land  in  Orchard,  ..10 
John  Warre,  esq.  for  land  at  Hestercombe,  .....30 

—— —  Frauncei's,  fur  land  in  Combe.Flory,  ...  3  0 
Sir  Edward  Waldegrave,  knight,  for  land  at  Harnam,  ..20 
'  Sanford,  esq.  for  land  at  Ninehead-Flory  and 

Withid,        .14 

John  Pyne,  esq.  for  land  In  Fideoak,       .......ItO 

Edward  Warre,  esq.  for  land  in  Cbiplej,      .....     I     0 

William  ,  esq.  for  land  at  Hilfarrance,     ...     1    0 

■  ■  Luttiell,  esq.  for  land  at  Heathfidd,  ....     1    0 

Edward  Morgan,  esq.  for  land  in  East-Lydeard,      .    •    •    1    0 
Richard  Farthing,  for  lands,     ......    ...10 

John  Coventry,  esq.  for  Corfe,     ........lO 

1785.  Benjamin  Hammet,  esq.  afterwards  sit 
Benjamin  Hamroet,  knt.  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of 
keeper  of  the  castle,  and  bailiff  of  the  manor  and  liberty 
of  Taunton. 

Oct.  12th,  1786.  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile 
Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  esquires^  had 
a  grant  of  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  bailiwick  of  Taunton 
and  Taunton-Dean,  and  of  sealers  of  measures  and 
weights,  within  the  castle,  borough,  and  lordship  of 
Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  and  keepers  of  the  castle 
of  Taunton. 
The  following  i$  a  copy  of  the  Patent  by  which  they  were  appatniei^ 

and  the  Confirmation  of  the  same : — 

*<  To  ail  christian  people  to  whom  this  present  writing  shall  cose, 
Brownlow^  hj  diTine  permission^  bishop  of  Winchester^  aendetk 
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headtli  io  the  Lord  ererlasting.  Know  yc,  that  we,  the  aforesaid 
bishop,  for  divers  good  causes  and  considerations  us  especially 
noTing,  have  given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  us  and  our 
successors,  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant,  and  coufirm  to  our 
bdoTed  and  faithful  John  Hammet,  esquire,  James  Esdaile  Hammet, 
esquire,  sons  of  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  knt.  alderman  of  the  city 
of  London,  and  io  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  son  of  William  Esdaile, 
of  the  said  city  of  London,  banker,  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  whole 
bailiwick  of  the  lordship  or  manor  of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  also  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  whole 
liberty  of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean  aforesaid,  and  the  office  of 
sealing  of  all  the  measures  and  weights  within  the  castle,  borough, 
and  lordship  of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean,  and  full  power  and 
authority  of  doing  and  executing  all  other  things  which  to  the  said 
offices,  or  any  of  them,  do  or  ought  to  belong  in  any  manner  what, 
soever.  And  them  the  said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet, 
and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  bailiff  and  bailiffs  of  the  whole  liberty 
aforesaid,  for  us  and  our  successors,  we  make,  depute,  ordain,  and 
constitute  by  these  presents,  to  have,  hold,  occupy,  and  exercise 
the  office  aforesaid,  and  every  of  them,  io  the  aforesaid  John 
Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile, 
and  their  assigns,  and  to  either  of  them,  for  and  during  the  lives  of 
the  said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries 
Esdaile,  and  of  either  of  them  longest  living,  by  himself,  or  by  hia 
and  their  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  or  by  the  deputy  of  either 
of  them.  We  give  also  and  grant  by  these  presents,  for  us  and  our 
successors,  to  the  aforesaid  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet, 
and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  their  assigns,  and  to  either  of 
them,  for  and  during  the  lives  of  them  and  either  of  them  longest 
living,  for  the  exercise  and  execution  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  one 
annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,  issuing  and  payable  out  of 
our  manor  and  lordship  of  Taunton.Dean  aforesaid,  and  also  all 
other  fees,  regards,  profits,  commodities,  and  emoluments  whatso. 
erer  to  the  said  offices  or  to  either  of  them  belonging  or  appertain* 
log,  or  which  have  been  held,  enjoyed,  or  used,  with  the  offices 
aforesaid,  or  either  of  them ;  To  have,  hold,  enjoy,  and  yearly  to 
receire  the  aforesaid  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,  and 
the  profits,  fees,  regards,  and  commodities  aforesaid,  to  the  before. 

T 
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named  John  lUrometi  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  JdTriei 
Esdaile,  and  their  aBsignSi  for  and  during  the  llfet  of  them  the  aaid 
John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile, 
and  to  either  of  them  longest  living,  at  the  feasts  of  the  Annnndatlon 
of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  bj  te 
bands  of  the  receivers  and  collectors  of  the  rents  of  oor  manor  or 
lordship  of  Taunton  and  Taunton. Dean  aforesaid,  by  equal  portions, 
to  be  paid ;  and  if,  and  so  often  as  it  shall  happen,  the  said  annoitj 
or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  the  pro* 
lits,  fees,  regards,  and  commodities  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  arrear  in 
part  or  in  the  whole,  after  either  of  the  feasts  aforesaid,  or  vhich 
«8  aforesaid  ought  to  be  paid,  by  tlie  space  of  fifteen  days,  then  and 
so  often  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  aforesaid  John  Haomiet, 
James  Esdaile  Uammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  their 
assigns,  and  either  of  them,  during  the  lives  of  them,  and  either  of 
them  longest  living,  into  our  aforesaid  lordship  or  manor  of  Taontoo 
tnd  Taunton.Dean  aforesaid,  or  into  any  part  thereof,  to  enter  and 
distrain,  and  the  distresses  so  there  taken  lawfully  to  take,  drive, 
carry  away,  and  detain,  and  keep,  until  the  said  annaity  or  yearly 
rent,  together  with  the  arrearages  thereof  (if  any  shall  be)  shall  be  to 
them  fully  paid  and  satisfied.  And  moreover  know  ye,  that  we,  the 
aforesaid  bishop,  have  giren,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  us  and 
our  successors  by  these  presents  do  give,  grant,  and  confirm  to  the 
aforesaid  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward 
Cf effries  Esdaile,  the  office  of  keeper  of  onr  Castle  of  Taunton  afore- 
said, and  all  and  singular  the  houses  and  edifices  to  the  said  Castle 
belonging  or  appertaining.  And  them  the  said  John  Hammet, 
James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  either  of 
them,  keeper  and  keepers  of  the  said  Castle,  and  of  all  and  singular 
the  houses  and  edifices  aforesaid,  we  ordain,  make,  and  constitute 
by  these  presents,  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  said  office  of  keeper 
of  the  Castle  of  Taunton  aforesaid,  to  them  the  said  John  Hammet, 
James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  to  either 
of  them,  for  and  during  the  lives  of  them,  and  either  of  them  longest 
living,  by  themselves,  or  by  their  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  to 
be  exercised,  with  all  and  slngnlar  the  profits,  fees,  advantages,  and 
commodities  whatsoever  to  the  said  office  belonging  or  appertainiag, 
as  fully  and  wholly,  and  in  as  gmple  and  beneficial  manner  and 
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form,  as  James  Lucas,  and  Simon  Lncas,  and  Thomas  Dewey,  and 
eidier  of  them,  or  any  other  keeper  or  keepers  jo(  the  aforesaid  Castle 
had  held  and  enjoyed  the  same.  We  will  also,  and  for  us  and  our 
successors  we  grant,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeflfries 
Esdaile,  and  either  of  them,  for  and  dnrtng  the  IiTes  of  them  the 
said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  Edward  Jeffiries 
Esdaile,  and  either  of  them  longest  liying,  to  inhabit  and  dwell 
within  the  houses  and  edifices  of  the  said  Castle  at  the  will  of  them 
and  either  of  them,  together  with  his  wife  and  whole  family,  with- 
out any  rent  or  any  thing  else  to  be  yielded,  paid,  and  done  therefore 
to  us  or  our  soccessors.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  our 
episcopal  seal  to  be  set  to  these  presents.  Dated  the  twelfth  day  of 
October,  in  the  96th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  most  illustrious  prince 
and  lord,  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  lord,  1786,  and  of  our  translation  the  sixth. 

^<  We,  Newton  Ogle,  doctor  in  diTinity,  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Winchester,  in  the  county  of 
Soathamptoq,  and  the  chapter  of  the  same  church,  being  in  our 
chapter.house  at  Winchester  aforesaid  capitolarly  assembled  and 
making  a  chapter  there,  have  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  for  us  and 
our  successors,  do,  by  these  presents,  by  our  capitular  authority, 
ratify  and  confirm  the  grant,  donation,  and  concession  of  the  office 
of  bailiff  of  the  whole  bailiwick  of  the  lordship  or  manor  of  Taunton 
and  Taunton-Daan,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  abo  of  bailiff 
of  the  whole  liberty,  and  office  of  sealing  of  all  weights  and  measures 
within  the  castle,  borough,  and  lordship  of  Taunton  aforesaid, 
by  the  honourable  and  right  rererend  father  in  God,  Brownlow, 
by  dif  ine  permission,  lord  bishop  of  Winchester,  to  John  Hammet, 
James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  in  the  letters 
patent  to  these  presents  annexed,  made  and  granted,  under  the  same 
manner  and  form  as  in  the  said  letters  patent  is  recited,  specified, 
and  contained,  hereby  approring  and  holding  as  firm  and  ralid,  so 
far  as  in  us  lies,  and  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm  we  can  or 
may,  all  and  erery  thing  herein  contained.  In  testimony  whereof 
we  hare  caused  our  common  chapter-seal  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents.  Giyen  in  our  chapter-house  at  Winchester  aforesaid,  the 
35th  day  of  NoTcmber,  1786." 


276  HISTORY  t)F  TAUNTON* 

TOWN-HAIili. 

The  next  place  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  civil 
g^overnment  is  the  town-hall.  This  is  a  room  properly 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  on  the  ground -floor  of  a 
large  and  elegant  building,  called  the  Market-house. 
The  magistrates  acting  for  the  hundred  of  Taunton- 
Dean  sit  here  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  redress- 
ing complaints. 

BRIDEWELI^ 

There  was  formerly,  near  Tone^bridge^  a  bridewell, 
belonging  to  the  county  of  Somerset.  As  it  was  found 
too  small,  and  had  fallen  into  great  decay,  so  that  it 
was  difficult  to  keep  prisoners  safe  therein,  the  justices 
for  the  county,  in  the  years  1753  and  1754,  directed 
that  it  should  be  sold,  and  a  large  gaol  erected  in  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Wilton,  on  a  piece  of  ground 
purchased  of  Jbhn  Mallack,  esq. 

HARKET-HOUSB. 

Though  there  are  not  in  this  town  structures  sepa- 
rately erected  for  the  purposes  of  entertainment  and 
pleasure,  the  building,  called  the  Market-house,  is 
formed  on  a  plan  comprehensive  of  rooms  for  these 
uses,  as  well  as  of  a  neat  town-hall  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  In  the  chapter  devoted  to  an 
account  of  the  present  state  of  the  town,  this  building 
will  be  more  particularly  described. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

CIVIL  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  TOWN— THE  LATE  CORPORA. 
TION— PARLIAMENTARY  REPRESENTATION— LIST  OP  MEM- 
BERS  RETURNED  TO  PARLIAMENT  FOR  THIS  BOROUGH. 

M  ME  police  of  this  town  is  subject  to  the  authority 
and  direotioQ  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Somerset,  but  more  especially  of  those  acting 
for  the  hundred  of  Taunton-Dean,  and  under  them, 
of  the  officers  annually  chosen  at  the  bishop  of  Win- 
chester's court  leet. 

The  court  leet  is  of  early  date,  and  arose  out  of  the 
connection  of  the  town  with  the  see  of  Winchester. 
In  this  court  there  are  annually  chosen  by  the  jury 
two  portreeves^  two  bailiffs,  two  constables,  and  six 
tythingmen,  or  petty  constables. 

The  province  of  the  portreeves  is  to  collect  the 
bisbop's  rents,  and  they  formerly  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  granting  teases  of  standings  in  the  market.'     This 

'  The  portreeTes  were  originallj  the  bishop^s  officers,  ^^ho 
collected  hii  customs  and  tolls.  In  such  of  the  king's  towns,  or 
towns  in  ancient  demesne,  which  were  held  in  fee.farm,  the  bnr. 
gesses  were  all  jointly  bound  for  the  true  payment  of  the  fee*ftrm 
rent,  and  chose  one  of  their  own  body  to  collect  the  rents  and 
answer  the  fee.farm  to  the  king,  and  this  officer  was  cMti  poPtreevc, 
•wbo  in  time  grew  up  to  be  the  chief  magistrate  .of  the  borongh.-r- 
Gurdon'i  Uui.  ofParL  vol.  i.  p.  M8.— JBrai/^  on  Boroughiy^,  16. 
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was  lost  by  the  operation  of  the  late  market-hoase  act, 
and  as  a  compensation  for  it,  they  are,  under  the  same 
act,  entitled  to  an  annual  rent,  or  yearly  sum  of 
eighteen  pounds,  clear  of  all  taxes  and  .deductions 
whatever ;  for  the  payment  of  which,  the  rents  and 
pro6ts  of  the  market  are  bound. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  the  bailifis^ 
by  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  commons,  are  the 
returning  officers  of  the  borough.  They  are  the 
principal  peace-officers  of  the  parish  of  St  Mary 
Magdalen,  and  the  organs  by  which  all  public  meetings 
of  the  town  are  called,  at  which  they  usually  preside. 
They  also  attend  the  lord  of  the  manor's  courts. 

The  constables  formerly  enjoyed  the  chief  authority 
of  the  town,  and  were  generally  invested  with  the 
power  of  distributing  the  charities  left  to  the  poor. 
This  last  privilege  they  still  retaiui  in  many  instances 
derived  from  the  appointment  of  the  respective  donors. 

THE    I^ATS    COBPOKATION. 

Tannton,  though  a  very  ancient  and  populous  town,' 
was  not  incorporated  by  royal  charter,  till  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  first,  1627.  This  deed  changed  the 
constitution  of  the  borough,  and  invested  the  civil 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  justice,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses. 

This  instilnc^  of  royal  favour  was  not,  bo^eVer, 
sufficient  to  attach  them  to  the  interests  of  the  king  in 
the  civil  wars ;  for  in  this  town  a  spirited  stand  was 
made  against  the  unconstitutional  measures  of  Charles 
I.  and  the  cause  of  the  parliament  found  here  firm 
adherents,  and  a  most  important  support.     Tkia  eon- 

'  Valde  antiqna  et  populosa,  is  the  latigiiage  of  tile  diArtef.    T. 
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duct  drew  on  it,  afterwards,  the  resentment,  and 
awakened  the  jealousy  of  Charles  IL  who  demolished 
its  walls,  and  took  away  its  charter,  by  a  ^uo  warranto^ 
in  1660.  It  is  reported  he  also  seized  and  gave  away 
an  estate  in  Ireland,  of  which  the  corporation  was 
then  possessed.  A  certificate*  found  among'  the  records 
of  the  parish,  and  written  above  a  hundred  and  thirty 
years  since,  favours  the  supposition,  that  it  had  then 
such  an  estate.  It  continued  without  its  charter  for 
seventeen  years,  when  the  same  king*,  at  the  suit  and 
intercession  of  Dr.  Peter  Mew,  then  bishop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  granted  it  a  new  charter. 

This  charter  enlarged  the  boundaries  of  the  borough 
beyond  its  ancient  limits,  and  imparted  to  the  body 

'  The  certificate  mas  thus : — ^<  Burgo  de  Taaiiton,  in  co,. 
Somerset.  We,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
and  corporation  of  Tavnton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  do  hereby 
certify  wliom  it  doth  or  may  conoern,  that  we  do  not  know  of,  or 
ean  Sod  entered  in  any  hooks  or  writings  belonging  to  the  corporpn. 
tioD  iiforesaid,  that  cither  Col.  John  Qprges,  or  his  spn,  or  ^nj 
other  person  or  persons,  have,  or  eyer  had|  any  grant  from  the  said 
corporation,  of  any  of  the  lands  lying  in  the  burrows  of  Ruth, 
Conrnth,  in  the  ooanty  of  West.Meath,  in  Ireland.'* 

N.  B.  Thomas  Gorget  and  John  Gorges  were  Feoffees  of  the 
town  Unds,  in  l6b9,^Locke'f  JiSS.    T. 

Thomas  Goiges  was  member  for  Taunton  in  1654)  1656,  and 
1668;  and  John  Gorges  in  1654«— ^Edward  Gorges  was  member 
for  Somerset,  in  1688. 

In  the  Supplementary  Return  of  Charitable  Donations,  1788, 
tliore  Is  inserted  the  following  statement  relating  to  this  property :-~ 
^<  There  is  an  acconnt  of  some  land  lying  In  Bnrrongh  of  Rntkcon 
Rntts,  in  the  county  of  Westmeath,  in  Ireland^  bekngiqg  to  the 
corporation  of  Taunton  {  for  what  purpose  cannot  learn.  It  seems 
A  Col.  John  George,  or  his  son,  claimed  it  under  false  preteD8ioii» 
of  A  grant  from  corporatloo ;  which  they  totally  deny." 
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corporate  a  jurisdiction  through  not  only  the  towv, 
but  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  James; 
and  in  the  most  ample  manner  and  form,  co-extensive 
^ith  their  boundaries. 

It  appointed  that  the  corporation  should  consist  of  a 
mayor,  two  aldermen,  fourteen  capital  borgesset, 
(including  the  mayor  and  aldermen)  chosen  from 
the  more  upright  and  discreet  of  the  burgesses  or  free- 
men of  the  borough,  and  ten  inferior  burgesses;  and 
that  the  aldermen,  capital  and  inferior  burgesses, 
should  bear  the  name  of  '<  the  common  council'*  of  the 
borough,  whose  province  should  be  to  aid  the  mayor 
in  all  causes  and  transactions  relative  to  the  borough. 
The  capital  burgesses  were  invested  with  their  office 
for  life*  unless  removed  for  misconduct;  as  were  also 
the  inferior  burgesses,  unless  removed  for  miscondacti 
or  advanced  to  the  office  of  capital  burgesses. 

The  charter  directed  the  election  and  nomina* 
tion  of  a  person,  discreet  and  skilled  in  the  laws  of 
England,  to  hold  during  royal  pleasure  the  office  of 
recorder ;  who,  by  himself,  or  deputy,  should  perform^ 
within  the  precincts  of  the  borough,  all  the  services  of 
that  office.  It  assigned  to  them  also  the  power  of 
choosing  a  man  of  discretion  and  probity*  to  act  as 
town-clerk,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  burgesses ;  and  who  should  be  allowed  all  the 
fees  and  profits  of  office  belonging  to  the  town-clerk 
in  any  borough  or  city.  As  the  charter  nominated  the 
first  gentlemen^  who  filled  under  it  the  posts  of  recorder 
and  town-clerk,  so  it  provided  that  no  one,  in  future, 
elected  to  either  of  these  posts,  should  be  allowed  to 
act  in  it  before  he  were  sworn,  and  the  nomination 
had  been  approved  by  the  king  under  hb  sign  DiaDual* 
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The  charter  aitoigned  the  corporation  the  name  of 
^'  The  Mayor^  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Sorough  and  Town  of  Taunton,  in  the  County  of 
Somerset/'  It  granted  to  them  the  right  of  using  a 
common  seal,  and  of  changing  it  for  one  they  might 
judge  better,  from  time  to  time.  It  also  allowed  them 
one  or  two  servants,  under  the  name  of  serjeants  at 
mace,  to  execute  warrants  and  precepts,  to  attend 
the  mayor,  to  carry  before  him  gilt  or  silver  maces, 
^th  the  king's  arms  engraven  on  them,'  and  to  perform 
other  business  within  the  precincts  of  the  borough. 

There  was  in  this  charter  a  remarkable  clause, 
which  provided  that  there  should  always  be  six  justices 
of  the  county,  nominated  and  appointed,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  chancellor  or  keeper  of  the  great  seal,' 
who  should  be  justices  within  the  borough  and  its 
precincts,  to  act  as  the  other  justices  of  the  borough, 
but  that  no  one  of  them  should  be  compelled  to  accept 
the  mayoralty  or  any  other  office  in  the  borough  ;  or 
be  subject  to  any  punishments  or  penalties  imposed  by 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses.  This  appoint- 
ment was  evidently  intended  as  a  check  upon  the 
magistrates  incorporated  by  the  charter;  and  was 
strongly  expressive  of  the  king's  disgust  and  suspicions. 

The  last  commission,  appointing  such  adjunct 
justices,  bears  date  the  4th  of  March,  1767.  The 
former  commission  had  expired  several  years  before, 

'  During  the  usurpation  of  Oliyer  Cromwell,  the  mace  carried 
before  the  mayor  had  on  It  the  arms  of  the  Protector,  but  under 
the  new  charter,  the  arms  of  Charles  II.  engraven  on  silver  plates, 
were  screwed  over  the  other  arms.  In  this  state  the  maces  eiist 
now^  or  did  inj  lately. 
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at  the  death  of  sir  William  Pynsent,  bart  the  sumror, 
under  a  former  nominatioD.  Od  an  application  made 
by  8ome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  boroogh,  a  new 
commission  constituted  Henry  William  Portmao, 
Coplestone  Warre  Bampfylde,  John  Collins,  William 
Hawker,  John  Halliday,  esqrs.  and  Francis  Warre, 
clerki  **  Justices  to  keep  the  peace  from  time  to  time, 
within  the  borough  and  town  of  Taunton,  and  Taunton 
Ht  James,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same, 
according  to  the  tenor,  form,  and  effect  of  certain 
letters  patent,  granted  to  the  said  borough  and  town, 
bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  September,  in  the  20th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  late  king  of  England.** ' 

'  This  commission  alio  appointed  that  these  six  gentlemen  <<  should 
taTe  full  power  and  auihorii^j  together  with  the  major  and  other 
justices  of  the  said  borongh  and  town,  and  liberties  and  precincts  of 
the  same,  to  perform,  do,  and  execnte  alt  and  lingular  the  tkingg 
mUUn  (he  said  borough  and  town^  and  liberties  andprednets  of  the 
oamoy  which  to  the  ofice  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  belong,  in  as  amplo 
manner  and  form  as  the  said  magfor  of  the  aforesaid  borongh  and 
town^  and  the  other  Justices  of  the  same  borongh  and  town,  or  «fy 
oneofthemy  within  the  aforesaid  borongh  and  town,  or  the  liberties 
and  precincts  of  the  same,  may,  or  ought  to  do,  bj  Tirtuo  of  tbo 
8^  letters  patent,  or  any  other  letters  patent  In  that  behalf  granted^ 
or  to  be  granted,  any  thing  in  the  said  letters  patent  contained  or 
specified  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.'' 

It  also  <<  commanded  the  mayor,  and  other  jastices  of  theborongii 
and  town,  for  the  time  being,  to  admit  into  their  society  the  abore. 
named  justices,  as  well  to  the  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  withfai 
the.  borough  and  town,  bs  to  do  all  other  things  which  belong  or 
appertain  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  borough 
and  town  aforesaid,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same; 
and  that  all  and  singular  the  seijeants  at  mace,  the  constables,  sub. 
bailiffs,  keepers  of  prisons  and  gaols,  and  all  other  officers  and 
mbisters,  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  in  tKe  execution  of  the 
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Though  Taunton  is  a  town  of  high  antiquity^  and 
IiasbeeUi  throogh  many  ages^  a  very  flourishing  place^ 
and  of  great  importance  in  the  county ;  and  thongfa 
the  second  charter  gave  the  corporation  the  power  of 
holding  estatesi  to  the  clear  annual  value  of  three 
hundred  pounds ;  yet  it  had  neither  land,  nor  houses, 
nor  joint  stock  of  money. 

'  Tbe  corporation  existed  under  this  charter  until  the 
year  1702,  when  the  members  thereof  being  reduced 
to  eleven,  a  number  less  than  the  majority  of  the  capital 
and  inferior  bnrgesses  together,  the  charter  became 
nullified,  and  the  corporate  body  virtually  dissolved 
and  divested  of  its  powers.  Tbe  circumstances,  which 
more  immediately  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  corpo- 
iration,  are  detailed  in  the  following  account  of  tbe 
proceedings  under  a  writ  of  mandamus  from  the 
court  of  king*s  bench,  for  electing  a  mayor  in  the 
above-mentioned  year. 

'  On  the  death  of  the  eari  of  Guilford,  in  July,  1792, 
who  was  the  recorder  of  the  borough  and  town  of 
Taunton,  that  offiee  became  vacant,  and  disputes  arose 
about  choosing  his  successor.  Sir  Thomas  Gunston, 
and  some  other  members  of  the  body  corporate,  pro- 
posed to  elect  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the  future  recorder,  whilst 
the  then  mayor.  Dr.  Cabbell,  and  some  otbe^  of  the 

premise!,  should  be,  from  time  to  time,  attendant  upon  and  obedient 
todieeaidjatticet.^' 

It  fortker  commaoded  thoie  ail  jniticee,  <<  to  apply  themaelfes 
to  all  and  singalar  the  preaiiei  to  be  done  and  eitcnted  m  fom 
afoTttaid,  and  to  do  and  ezecate  the  same  with  effect." — ^Frosi  a 
eapjf  of  the  commisHan  in  the  hands  of  the  UUe  Mr.  John  Normmif 
who  favoured  the  author  with  an  opportunity  to  inspect  and  tram* 
crioe  it*    X. 
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burgesses,  wished  that  either  William  Moreland,  esq. 
or  the  earl  of  Goilfordi  the  late  recorder*s  son,  should 
fill  the  office. 

*  These  disputes  coDtinued  till  the  day  came  on, 
(August  27th,)  for  electing,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  charter,  the  mayor  and  other  officers  of  the 
corporation.  On  that  day,  the  mayor,  Ur.  Cabbell, 
did  not  attend  at  the  Ouildhall,  the  place  of  election, 
but  absented  himself,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  asserted, 
of  preventing  the  common  council  from  choosing 
either  a  mayor  or  recorder,  or  doing  any  other  business 
on  the  charter-day,  thinking  that  such  person  would 
not  have  been  elected  to  fill  the  office  of  recorder,  as 
he  wished,  and  knowing  that  when  the  mayor  and 
common  council  should  assemble  the  next  day,  in 
pursuance  of  the  power  given  under  the  act  of  the 
11th  of  Geo.  I.  they  could  only  choose  a  mayor  and 
two  aldermen,  and  could  not  elect  a  recorder  or  any 
capital  or  inferior  burgess. 

*  Accordingly  the  next  day,  the  28th  of  August,  the 
mayor,  eight  capital  burgesses,  and  two  inferior 
burgesses,  being  the  whole  number  of  the  corporate 
body  then  in  existence,  assembled  at  the  Guildhall,  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  11th  of  George  I.  and 
elected  sir  Thomas  Gunston,  knt.  into  the  office  of 
mayor,  and  Thomas  Foy  and  William  Pring,  both 
capital  burgesses,  into  the  office  of  alderman  for  the 
year  ensuing,  to  commence,  according  to  the  charter, 
on  the  Monday  after  Michaelmas-day  then  next  fol- 
lowing, on  which  latter  day,  being  the  first  of  October, 
1792,  the  mayor  and  two  aldermen  elect  attended  at 
the  Guildhall,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sworn  into  their 
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respective  offices.  Dr.  Cabbell,  the  mayor,  ivhose 
datj  it  was  to  administer  the  oaths  on  this  occasion  to 
the  persons  elected,  refused  so  to  do,  without  assigning 
any  reason  for  the  same,  further  than  by  saying,  **  he 
was  advised  by  his  counsel  not  to  do  it/' 

'  On  the  first  of  November  following,  the  late  mayor. 
Dr.  Cabbell,  served  sir  Thomas  Gunston,  the  mayor 
elect,  with  the  following  notice  : — 

**  To  sir  Thomas  Gunston,  knight. 
"  Sir  Thomas, — I  give  you  this  written  notice,  that 
mj  reason  for  refusing  to  swear  you  into  office,  as 
mayor  of  the  borough  and  town  of  Taunton,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  on  the  first  day  of  October  instant, 
was,  because  at  the  time  when  your  supposed  election 
took  place,  there  was  not  in  existence  a  major  part  of 
the  select  body  of  the  corporation  of  the  said  borough 
and  town,  and  for  that  I  was  advised  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  so  doing,  having  been  previously  informed 
of  the  decision  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the 
case  of  the  King  against  Belringer,  determined  last 
Trinity  term,  and  reported  by  Durnford  and  East,  in 
the  reports  of  that  term. 

**  Your  humble  servant, 
Taunton,  27th  October,  1792.  J.  Cabbell. 

*  Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  notice,  sir 
Thomas  Gunston  applied  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  Dr.  Cabbell, 
the  late  mayor,  to  swear  him  into  office  as  mayor  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  for  the  year  ensuing,  or  to  shew 
cause  to  the  contrary  ;  whereupon  Dr.  Cabbell  in  the 
return,  made  in  obedience  to  the  said  writ  of  mandamus, 
after  setting  forth  the  substance  of  the.  charter,  pleaded. 
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**  That  of  the  commoa  covncil  in  the  bc^g^imiiiig  of 
the  year  1791,  there  were  io  exirteace  only  eleven 
members,  aamely,  aevea  capital  aad  foiur  iBferior 
burgesses.  On  the  charter-day  in  that  year,  Pr. 
Cabbell  was  chosen  mayor,  aine  only  out  of  the 
elevea  being  present,  when  two  of  ihe  inlerior  were 
chosen  capital  burgesses,  and  from  that  time  thare 
have  been  only  eleven,  namdy,  nine  caj^tal  and  two 
inferior  burgesses. 

*  Dr.  Cabbell  was  sworn  in  by  tiie  actiBg  mayor  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  in  consequence  acted  as 
mayor,  but  was  absent  on  Ait  last  ^^arter^y,  though 
with  no  such  view  as  stated  in  the  affidavit  At  tbos 
time  he  had  receii^d  an  intimation  of  the  case  of 
^*  The  King  against  Belringer,*'  which  it  was  con- 
ceived put  an  end  to  the  body  corporate.  On  the  day 
after  charter-day,  however,  he  attended  at  the  Guild- 
hall, where  ail  the  eleven  members  of  the  common 
council  were  present.  No  act  was  done,  or  attempted 
to  be  donci  but  the  election  of  a  mayor,  when  sir 
Thomas  Gunston  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  wl  to 
five,  be  voting  for  himself. 

^*  On  the  printed  report  of  the  case  of  ^'  The  King 
against  Belringer'*'  coming  out.  Dr.  Cabbell  sent  a 
case  to  London,  with  queries  as  to  the  existence  of  the 
body  corporate,  as  to  his  acting  as  a  magistrate,  and  as 
to  his  swearing  in  sir  Thomas  Gunston.  In  answer 
he  was  advised  that  the  corporation  was  at  an  end,  at 
least  so  as  there  could  be  no  election  of  a  mayor,  he 
was  no  longer  to  act  as  such,  and  not  to  swe»r  in  sir 
Thomas  Gunston. 

'  Sss  4a  Tsim  Bsimto,  hj  JDtimifocd  snd  Esst,  p.  810. 
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'<  At  the  time  he  refused  so  to  do,  he  w^s  not  asked 
tlie  reason  of  his  refusal,  nor  at  any  time  afterward^ 
but  he  sent  the  notice  to  sir  Thomas  Gnnston^  as 
before-mentioned^" 

*  The  grounds  on  which  sir  Thomas  Gunston 
appeared  to  rely,  in  support  of  the  mandamus,  were, 

<*  First,  That  the  common  council  is  not  constituted 
as  in  the  Bodmin  case  of  **  The  King  against  Bel- 
ringer — the  words  in  the  Tamiton  charter, — Qui 
quidem  aldermanni,  capitales  burgen8es«  &c.  pro  tem- 
pore existentes,''  admitting  the  construction — that  any 
number,  however  reduced,  of  the  capital  «od  inferior 
burgesses  are  the  common  council  for  the  thae  being. 

*«  Secondly,  That  though  this  may  not  be  the 
coDstmction,  yet  as  the  mayor  was  absent  on  the 
charter-day,  when  burgesses  might  have  been  chosen, 
to  fill  up  the  number  of  thirteen  or  more,  who  might 
then  have  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  mayor,  aiid 
as  it  may  be  contended  this  could  not  be  done  on  the 
statute-day,  that  the  number  eleven  assembled  on  that 
day  were  sufficient  to  electa  mayor,  but  the  act  1  Ith 
George  I.  cap.  4.  sect.  1  •  empowers  acts  to  be  done  on 
the  statute-day  as  on  the  charter-day,  in  order  to  the 
election  of  a  mayor,  or  other  head  officer;  and  the  5th 
section  of  the  same  act  also  provides  that  as  great  a 
number  should  be  present  and  concur  on  the  statute,  as 
as  well  as  on  the  charter  day." 

'  In  consequence  of  the  then  recent  determination  of 
the  case  of  the  King  against  Belringer,  which  has 
been  already  alluded  to,  in  which  it  was  decided  that 
there  must  be  a  majority  of  the  members  composing  a 
corporation  to  form  any  elective  assembly,  and  then 
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being  at  this  time  but  eleven  membera  of  the  corpora, 
tion  of  Taunton  existing  out  of  the  twenty-four,  the 
rule  for  a  mandamus  was  abandoned,  and  no  recorder, 
mayor,  or  any  other  officer  was  afterwards  chosen, 
and  the  corporation  has  ever  since  the  year  1792,  when 
Dr.  Cabbeirs  (the  last  mayor*s)  functions  ceased, 
been  utterly  extinct  and  dissolved. 


<  In  the  year  1810,  a  lai^e  proportion  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Taunton  wishmg  to  see  the  corporation 
revived,  a  public  meeting  was  held  on  the  20ih  of 
December,  in  that  year,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
*' the  expediency  and  means  of  obtaining  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  incorporation  ;*'  at  which  meeting  the 
question  of  expediency  being  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  following  resolutions,  which  briefly  explain 
the  steps  that  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  corpo- 
rate body,  and  the  reasons  for  the  proposed  revival  and 
renewal  thereof,  were  agreed  to  and  adopted : — 

**  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  its  precincts, 
extending  over  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen 
and  Taunton  St.  James,  were,  by  a  royal  charter, 
granted  in  the  29th  year  of  the  reign  of  king*  Charles 
the  second,  incorporated  into  one  body,  politic  and 
corporate,  by  the  name  of  ^^  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses  of  the  borough  and  town  of  Taunton,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,"  such  body  consisting  of  fourteen 
capital,  ancj  ten  inferior  burgesses,  the  vacancies 
occurring  in  that  body  to  be  supplied  by  election  of 
new  members,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  charter, 
which  mayor  and  aldermen,  for  the  time  being,  and 
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the  former  for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  hie 
mayoralty,  were,  by  the  said  charter,  invested  with  the 
full  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  within  the  said 
parishes,  and  possessed  a  franchise  of  holding  qaarter- 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  town ;  and  were,  g^ne* 
rally,  by  means  of  the  said  charter,  the  resident 
guardians  and  protectors  of  the  property,  peace,  and 
police  of  the  town. 

<<  That  there  was  a  power  reserved  by  the  said 
charter,  to  the  crown,  to  appoint^  from  time  to  time, 
by  qiecial  commission,  six  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
connty,  to  act  as  justices  of  the  peace,  within  the  said 
town  and  precincts^  in  like  manner  as  the  local  magis- 
^trates ;  which  six  justicei  have  been  commonly  called 
adjunct  justices. 

.  *'  That  such  body  having  decreased  in  its  members, 
for  want  of  timely  elections,  below  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  originally  incorporated,  it  became  in 
law  dissolved  or  divested  of  its  functions. 

<<  That  jMich  decrease  gradually  took  place,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  existing  members  of  the  body 
of  the  legal  consequences  of  such  neglect. 

«<  That  this  populous  town  b  indebted  for  the 
administration  of  justice  to  the  occasional,  and  as  it 
may  be,  casual  aid  of  county  magistrates;  and  that 
WfKh  a  magistracy,  from  its  want  of  locality  and  mper- 
intendipig  eye,  is  not  so  adequate  to  the  police  and 
internal  order  of  the  town,  as  a  bench  of  resident 
magistrates,  organised  exclusively  for  the  attainment 
of  these.desirable  objects. 

«*  That  this  town  may,  by  the  death,  change  of 
residence,  or  declining  to  act  of  the  neighbooruif 


county  visgifllnitefl,  or  by  a  *  reloetaoca  to  poUic 
ataation  in  any  moo  who  ntglM  be  looked  to  m  tlie 
imooeMors  of  the  now  aociog  megittntos,  be  pkoed 
in  the  ponible  predieevMiil  of  faevinf  no  bench  nt  ell ; 
or,  of  beiDg*  to  (kr  from  juitice»  es  to  be  in  m  itate 
of  eompamtive  prohibition  to  iu  benefito—an  eril 
againrt  which  it  i$  the  duty  of  the  town  to  cndeafour 
to  indemnify  itself. 

^  That  Taunton  is  a  populous  town>  and  destitute 
of  eibctaal  poltee. 

«•  That  the  renewal  of  the  charter  would  ereate  a 
rssadent  bench  of  four  magistrates,  and  thus  secoiw  to 
the  tofwn  the  certainty,  at  all  times,  of  a  ready  access 
to,  and  prompt  administration  of  juitice,  and  a  regular 
police. 

.  ^'  That  this  town  is  in  a  state  of  growing  improve* 
raentand  extending  population,  and  that  in  propettien 
to  snob  advances,  its  claim  to  a  resident  magistracy  is 
increased  and  strengthened* 

«*  That  the  office  and  important  duties  of  oleilc  of 
the  market,  also  cognieance  of  weights  and  meamrei» 
and  the  assize  of  bread,  would  by  a  renewal  of  the 
charter,  devolve  on  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  who 
wonkl  be  thus,  in  a  particular  manner  called  upon, 
judicially  in  bis  own  person,  and  ministerially  by  the 
vigibnce  of  his  officers,  to  enforce  a  due  observance 
of  the  law  in  these  respects-^-^bjects  in^itant  to  all, 
especially  to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  town. 

*^  That  the  renewal  of  the  said  dmrter  is  fraught 
with  the  preceding  and  many  other  locd  advantages; 
and  that  it  would  tend  to  the  increased  provincial  and 
general  importance  of  the  towa» 
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^  That  a  petitiaa  be  prepared  for  the  signatare  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  be,  ivith  all  conrenient  despatch^ 
presented  to  his  majesty  in  council,  hunably  prayings 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  renew  the  charter 
of  incorporation  of  thb  town,  with  snch  powers^ 
franchises,  immnnities,  rights,  and  privileges  as  to. 
his  nuijesty  shall  seem  meet  and  expedient :  but  that 
it  be  humbly  submitted  to  his  majesty,  if  he  shall 
deem  the  said  petition  of  his  loyal  subjects,  the  said 
inhabitants,  worthy  of  his  royal  favour,  graciously  to 
condescend  and  consent  to  the  omission  in  the  new 
charter  of,  the  provision  creating  the  adjunct  justices, 
and  to  the  substitution  of  a  dause  preclnding  the 
intervention  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  magistrates, 
of  any  other  control  than  that  of  the  ordinary  yisitation 
of  hb  majesty  in  his  honourable  court  of  King's 
Ben(A»  and  to  grant,  if  he  shall  see  fit,  by  such  new 
charter,  a  franchise  of  holding  plea  of  debt  in  the 
mayor's  court,  in  causes  of  action  arising  vrithin  the 
aforesaid  parishes,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  in 
eadi  cause,  and  also  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  new 
body  of  taking  lands  and  goods  by  devise,  bequest, 
grant,  or  purchase,  from  the  clear  annual  value  of 
three  hundred  pounds,  as  limited  by  the  former  charter, 
to  die  clear  annual  value  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

^  That  the  newly  to  be  incorporated  body  should 
consist  of  fourteen  capital  burgesses,  from  whom  the 
mayor  and  two  aldermen  for  the  time  b^ng,  shall  be 
chosen,  and  ten  inferior  bui^fesses  to  be  selected  from 
Ih^  substantial  inhabitants  and  housdiolders,  now  resi«- 
efent  within  Ae  said  parishes,  or  either  of  them ;  that 
the  names  of  the  first  twenty-four  persons  desirous  of 
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becomiDgf  memberB  of  sach  body^  and  sobMiibingf  the 
Mm  of  fifty  poands  apiece,  shall  be  aubmitted  to  Hie 
approbatiOB  of  bis  majesty**  privy  council,  and  all  doe 
means  taken  to  procore  the  incorporation  of  sack 
twenty-foar  persons,  of  whom  fourteen  persona  diall 
be  proposed  and  marshalled  by  seniority  of  i^^e,  to  be 
the  first  and  modern  capital  bnrgesses,  and  the  remab- 
ing  ten  shall  be  proposed  for  the  first  and  modem 
inferior  bm^^essesy  ami  be  also  marshalled  by  seniority 
of  age.  But  if  more  than  twenty^fonr  persons  shall 
•fler  a  subscription  of  fifty  pounds  eacby  with  a  view 
to  become  members  of  the  new  body^  then  the  nwnber 
of  twenty-four  shall  be  composed  of  the  twenty^fimr 
seniors  of  the  whole  number  of  such  subscribers  hatiBg 
been  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  aforesaid  parishes 
for  seven  years,  the  supernumerary  subscriptions  to 
be  returned  to  the  subscribers,  or  applied  to  the  per- 
manent fond,  as  they  desire. 

<<  That  a  coosmittee  of  twelve  gentleasen  be  new 
appointed,  and  that  any  five  or  more  of  them  be  a 
quorum,  and  that  such  committee  or  quoram  shaH 
have  power  to  caM  genersi  meetings,  and  to  hold 
committee  meetings,  to  prepare  and  procure  signatures 
to  the  necessary  petitions,  to  direct  the  expenditure  of 
the  subscriptions,  and  any  part  of  the  donations,  if 
iiecessary,  to  the  proposed  ^object,  to  do  all  other  acts, 
and  pursue  such  means  as  such  committee  or  qnomm 
shall  think  essential  to  the  furtherance  and  attainment 
4>(  the  obfect  of  this  meeting. 

*<Thaft  Mr.  Henry  James  Leig^  be  appotfited 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  be  attendant  on  the 
general  aikd  committee  meetings. 
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^  That  the  office  of  recorder,  if  the  town  bo 
le-iDcorporatedy  shall  be  offered,  so  far  as  this  ^leet*^ 
tingf  can  offer  it,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  conntjr 
earl  Ponlett/' 

'A  petition  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  embodying 
the  preceding  resolutions,  and  presented  to  his  majesty 
in  conncil,  which  was  referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown,  to  report  their  opinion  on  the  propriety  of 
renewing  the  charter*  Bat  before  the  report  was  ready, 
a  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tanntoor  who 
were  hostile  to  the  proposed  revival  of  the  corporate 
body,  presented  a  couiiter-^petition  to  the  king  in 
Gooneil,  praying  that  his  majesty  would  graciously  be 
pleased  not  to  grant  a  new  charter  of  incorporation  to^ 
the  town. 

^  These  petitions  were  at  length  referred  by  the  privy 
cottncil  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor-general,,  to  hear 
evidence  and  report  their  opinion  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case.  At  the  first  hearing,  which  took  place  before 
the attorn^*general,  sir  William  Garrow^in  1818,  that 
officer  having  declared  that  he  should  not  seport  that 
a  new  charter  was  necessary,  on  the  graund  taken  by 
the  petitioners,  the  latter  were  induced,  for  reasona* 
that  occurred  in  the  hearing  before  the  attorney-gene- 
nJ,  to  present  a  new  petition,  upon  a  diflerent  grounds 

^  A  new  petition  was  accordingly  presented  to  the  . 
Prince  Regent,  signed  by  eight  hundred  and  four 
inhabitants,  which  was  met  by  a  counter-petition,. 
signed  by  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  inhabitants. 
These  petitions  being  also  referred  to  the  legal  advisers 
of  the  crown,  those  officers  were  attended,  on  the  21st 
ofMay»  1814,  by  the  counsel,  agents,,  and  witnessea 
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of  the  petitioDera^  and  coonter-petitioDen.  The  law 
officers  shortly  after  made  their  report,  in  which  they 
recognized  the  existence  of  the  inconveniences  ccmd* 
plained  of  in  the  want  of  a  resident  magistracy* 
and  represented  their  inability  of  accurately  jadging 
whether  the  arrangements  for  a  regular  attendance  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  county,  under  a  new  com« 
mission,  would  effectually  remove  the  evik  complained 
of,  and  render  a  new  charter  unnecessary.  They  also 
recommended  certain  provisions  to  be  inserted  in  the 
new  charter,  if  his  royal  highness  should  think  fit  to 
grant  one  The  report  being  considered  on  the  whole 
rather  favourable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and 
the  latter  requiring  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  before  the 
privy^council,  a  day  was  at  length  fixed  on  for  tiiat 
purpose,  and  on  the  39th  of  April,  1815,  the  petitioners 
by  their  counsel,  Henry  Tripp,  esq.  and  the  counter- 
petitioners,  by  their  counsel,  James  Burrough,  esq. 
were  heard  at  length  before  the  privy-council,  when 
the  latter  came  to  the  determination, which  was  shortly 
after  communicated  to  the  agents  concerned,  that  they 
did  not  think  it  expedient  to  advise  his  royal  highness 
to  gfrant  a  new  charter  to  the  town  of  Taunton. 

^  The  police  of  the  town  was  thus  left  to  the  soper- 
intendance  of  the  county  magistrates,  and  a  new 
commission  of  the  peace  being  shortly  after  isoned, 
the  names  of  seyeral  gentlemen  of  Taunton,  and 
the  immediate  vicinity,  were  inserted  therdn,  who 
aeon  afterwards  qualified  themselves  to  act  as  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  the  bench 
of  Taunton  is  now  filled  with  a  highly  respectable  and 
actiye  magistracy,    who  administer  the  laws  with 
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pT0UkptMm  df  decbioo  tod  with  an  hoMuraUe  wtiA 
comicieDtioas  rectitttdet  which  proves  of  gnat  ad  v«ii« 
t9Lge  to  the  towu  aad  ndghbouriiood. 

BOlLOtfaH   OF  TAUNTON. 

TaaatoQt  u  far  as  the  matter  can  be  traced^  was  a 
borcNif  h«toWD  aa  early  aa  the  common  people  became 
privilegped  with  a  representatioo.  It  sends  two  nwn^ 
hen  to  parliameat*  The  powers  of  election  are  subject 
to  the  foUowing  restrictions.  This  right  is  limited  to  the 
bmtMigh,  the  bounds  of  which,  as  to  the  right  of  eleetimiy 
so  far  from  co^^exteodiag  with  tfaoBe  of  the  town,  do  aioit 
coincide  even  with  those  of  the  parish  of  St.  Maarj 
Magdalen,  which  lies  within  the  town/  The  right  is , 
farther  confined  to  the  paridiioners  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary  M^rdaleot  who  have  been  inhabitants  for 
six  ttootiuif  and  not  paopers^  nor  receiving  any 
ahara  of  the  alma  distributed  from  tlw  liwda  of  the 
re^MCtivecInrities  left  to  the  town.  These  restrictioos 
exceptodf  the  right  of  voting  is  the  pmil^e  ef  all  the 
iiihabitaiifts^  who  dress  their  own  vietoals  in  their  own 


'  '  Is  Ihe  asrif  UHory  of  the  hsssi  0f  SMMseni,  the 
were  {isid  wages  for  thdr  stteBdauce  in  parliament,  koightg  of  slitrei 
leceiTing  foar  shillings  a  day,  and  citizens  and  burgesses  two 
sbilHogs  a  day,  for  as  many  days  aa  tlie  parliament  continued.  The 
tejgttlsr  clergy,  to  avoid  this  burden,  would  not  allow  their  tenants 
ie  eserdss  Che  piivilege  of  Tdtisg  for  represestathres,  sod  therefote 
U  will  be  found  in  all  cases  where  any  house  stands  within  the  parish 
ef  St  Maty  Hagdslen,  in  Taunton,  and  is  situated  withont  the  pre. 
sent  limits  of  the  borou^,  that  the  site  of  such  house  did  anciently 
Mong  to  the  prior  and  confenrt  of  Augustine  Canons  in  this  town, 
and  lUs  Is  the  reason  wliy  the  bonndsrtes  df  the  parish  and  those 
of  the  borottgh  do  not  coincide* 
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at  Mon,  or  keep  a  tmUe  to  theoMelvee. 
they  are  genenilly  called  Pot-wallera.' 

The  coD8titatioD  of  this  borotq^,    as  fiir  aa  ito 

operation  extends,   appeara  to  be  founded  on  jin* 

principles.     For  every  one  who  is  liable  to  be  called 

upon  to  bear  anna  in  defence  of  the  stale,  and  to 

eootribute  his  direct  quote  towards  the  burdens  of 

f0?emment|  and  who  has  personal  rights  to  goard, 

(liiose  valuable  ones  in  particular  of  conscience  and 

Uberty»)  is  properiy  invested  with  a  power  to  protect 

Idmadf  against  the  encroachments  of  authonty,aodftke 

enactions  of  tyranny.     Such  popular  constitutioiia  «f 

liorooghs  may  have  their  inconveniences  aiid  evila; 

Iwt  the  bribe  cannot  rise  so  high,  nor  the  qpirit  of 

penality  become  so  abandoned*  as  where  the  right  of 

dioosing  members  of  parliament  lies  in  fewer  handsi 

The  poorest  inhabitent  of  a  borough  eo  oonatitnted 

leels  his  importooce  in  the  political  scale,  and  is  able 

to  hold  up  his  head  against  the  insolence  of  wealth  and 

tank.    Many  of  the  lower  class  are  known,  on  the 

trying  occasion  of  a  contested  election,  to  act  with  a 

firmness  and  a  regard  to  their  word,  when  once  fAedged, 

which  do  them  honour.  The  disposition  to  wish  for  and 

favour  a  contest  is  not  peculiar  to  popular  boroughs; 

and  the  evils  of  which  a  contest  is  ever  produetive 

are  not  to  be  imputed  to  a  number  of  perscms  uriie 

'  Pot-waller,  Pot-wslloner,  Pot-walloper,  signifies  ooe  that  bofls 
his  own  poCy  and  dresses  his  own  Tictuals.  Each  of  these  tanns  is 
derived  from  weahm^  Saxon,  to  boil;  bat  PoU waller  seems  to  be 
most  proper.  It  is  obser? able  that  msV,  and  waliop^  are  protindal 
•spresslona  of  the  Uke  import  at  this  da/«.-J4K*e'fJC$;S^.    T. 
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liave  uo^  in  themaelTeSy  either  weight,  or  unien^  or 
^ill  in  maoagementy  to  effect  one ;  but  to  those  of 
highw  station,  whose  resentment  is  fed,  or  whose  love 
of  power  is  gratified,  or  whose  interest  is  advanced  bjr 
it.  The  peculiar  mischief  of  a  contested  election,  in 
such  a  town  as  Taunton,  arises  from  the  habits  of  idle^ 
ness  and  drunkenness,  into  which  it  draws  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  people. 

The  author  nrast  be  permitted  to  add,  that  he  shall 
think  this  history  will  answer  a  most  important  end,  if 
he  could  by  it  convey  into  the  minds  of  the  rising 
generation,  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  a  deep  and  full 
conviction,  that  a  right  to  vote,  in  the  election  of  the 
national  representatives,  is  a  trust  of  the  greatest  value, 
and  of  the  most  serious  influence  on  the  welfare  of  his 
country  -,  a  trust  for  the  public  good,  not  to  be  disposed 
of  merely  to  serve  or  oblige  those  who  wish  to  advance 
themselves  in  the  community,  as  a  matter  of  favour  to 
them  ;  but  to  be  employed  in  the  support  of  men  of 
ability,  or  at  least  of  honest  minds  and  disinterested 
virtue,  though  they  possess  not  shining  talents;  in 
mfupari  of  those,  who,  from  their  known  principles 
and  character,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  approve  them- 
selves fiuthfnl  guardians  of  the  national  welfare ;  the 
consistent  and  firm  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ; 
in  a  word,  a  trust,  to  be  used  not  merely  to  meet  tiie 
wishes  of  a  candidate,  but  to  serve  our  country. 

It  cannot  be  foreseen  what  consequences  may  be 
connected  with  the  return  of  one  single  gentleman  Uf 
parliament ;  or  with  the  application  of  one  single  vota 
in  a  borough.  So  totally  improper,  so  exceedingly 
mischievous  is  the  language  often  held  out,  ^*  What 
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ngniiiis  one  vote?"  Every  sMut  shmdd  ieel  iito  be 
of  tlM  grmle$t  impmiamee  to  hmudff  mod  to  the  dis- 
derge  of  his  own  dutyt  to  act  open  the  prieciples  of 
wtoe  and  reotitode*  In  the  senate*  on  one  vole  may 
depend  the  salvation  of  the  kingdom.  OmevoUdoddod 
tko  Htmaoor  tueeomom.* 

'  It  has  been  already  notioed  in  the  description  of 
Tannton,  as  given  in  Domesday^book,  that  at  the  time 
of  die  Norman  oonqaest,  '<  there  were  in  this  town, 
sixty^foor  bnrgesses,  living  onder  the  protection  of  the 
bidiop  of  Winchester.*' 

'  These  bargesiies  were  persons  engaged  in  some 
sort  of  manufacture  and  trade^  or  were  aftiAcers,  who 

'  Aoother  itriklog  example  of  tbe  importance  of  a  Bingle  toU  is 
ftiniisbed  bj  Mr.  Whttton.  <<  In  Ibe  year  1S85,  there  was  so 
'Sslntordinary  a  criaifl  ef  the  protsitant  reKgioa,  at  wsH  ileistfea  to 
be  Bieattoocd  hsra ;  imsmiicb  that,  biibop  Bsmel  partfy  SsvUm, 
bit  Mr*  Arthur  Osslow  more  diitinctlj  iaformi  me,  it  owe 
depended  on  a  ringh  vote  in  tbe  honse  of  commons,  whether  king 
James  should  be  permitted  to  employ  popish  officers  in  bis  army  or 
not ;  which  point,  had  he  gained,  there  was  visibly  an  end  of  the 
pttblie  eitablisbmeBt  of  the  protestant  religion  in  this  kisgdonu  It 
easM,  Si  I  said,  to  a  single  veto;  and  a  oeartiflr,  wlio  wma  tawakh 
eteiy  ^ter  where  tlm  member  had  aay  amploymeoC  aider  the  Usgi 
ebserred  one  tlial  had  a  regiment,  going  to  vote  againat  the  oonrt ; 
and  seeing  him,  put  him  warmly  in  mind  of  his  regiment.  He  made 
answer ;  *^  My  brother  died  last  night,  and  has  left  me  £700.  a 
year  f*  which  tingk  vote  gained  a  majority,  and  saved  HbB  protestant 
religion  at  tiiit  time.  If  I  might  use  an  heathen  eirpreeeioa  in  a  ease 
Moi«ieeto  diristianity,  I  woaidny^  ^oaiocfte  rnoslsf  dMks." 
-•-^WUstoa's  Memoirs,  second  edit,  p.  19. 

To  these  instanoes  it  may  be  added,  that  towards  tbe  dose  of 
the  latQ  American  war,  several  lery  important  eonstUuHenaimotiofit 
in  the  house  of  commons^  were  negatived  and  lost  by  a  single 
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carried  on  their  respective  busineiMes^  and  sold  their 
goods,  under  the  bishop  of  Winchester's  proteotion, 
for  which,  each  of  them  paid  him  six-pence  yearly. 
The  protection  here  mentioned  to  be  afforded  to  the 
bai^esses  of  Taunton,  was  the  same  in  all  the  boroughs 
of  England  at  that  period,  and  is  the  origin  of  what 
was  afterwards,  and  still  is,  called  Isntirs  in  hurgage. 
Whilst  the  inhabitants  of  towns  rendered  to  the  lord 
wucertam  rents,  and  performed  tmcsrtoiH  duties  and 
senFices,  they  were  in  a  state  of  Tillanage ;  but  when 
they  bad  obtained  favour  of  the  lord,  so  as  to  live  under 
ft  rent  certain^  they  then  became  tenants  in  free  bur« 
gage,  and  the  town  a  free  borough.  And  afterwards 
when  burgesses  were  summoned  to  parliament,  such 
free  borough  sent  burgesses  to  the  great  council  of  the 
nation,  as  an  ancient  free  boroogb  before  time  of  me- 
mory. This  is  the  borough  by  prescription,  without  any 
cbarter  of  incorporation,  and  it  will  always  be  found 
wherever  the  lord  of  the  manor,  portreeves,  headbo- 
rough,  constables  or  bailiffs,  make  the  return  to  the 
sheriff,  that  die  retom,  so  made,  is  a  certain  indicatien 
of  an  ancient  free  borough  by  prescription.' 

*  The  first  time  that  Taunton  sent  members  to 
parliament,  was  in  the  year  1295,  the  23d  of  king 
£dward  the  first  In  that  year,  the  king  summoned 
a  paiikmeat  to  meet  at  Westminster,  and  writs  were 
aeeordingly  sent  to  the  iriierifls  of  the  several  counties 
of  England,  to  cause  to  be  elected  two  knights  for  each 
county,  two  citizens  for  each  city^  and  two  burgesses 
for  each  borough,  to  be  at  the  same  parliament,  on  the 

'  Gardon'g  Hist,  of  Parljameiit^  vol.  I.  p.  223.-*Brsdj'i  Hist, 
of  Borosgki^  p.  75. 
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day  appointedt  provided  with  full  and  saffici^t  poi 
frran  the  comnmnity  of  such  county,  city,  or  borough, 
to  consent  and  agree,  in  the  name  of  the  said  coamiii- 
nity,  to  Mich  things  as  the  king  and  his  cooDcilsbeoId 
require  of  them,  and  the  earls^  barons,  and  peers  of 
the  realm  should  ordain.  From  this  time  is  to  be 
dated  the  first  regukir  general  summons  of  knights, 
citisens,  and  burgesses  to  parliament.' 

«  The  first  returns  now  extant  of  knights,  eitiaew, 
and  burgesses,  to  serve  in  parliament,  are  of  the  96th 
year  of  king  Edward  the  first,  1297.  At  that  period 
the  sheriflb  of  the  several  counties  made  the  return  te 

"  Tbe  eipesseB  sttending  th«  multiplied  wan  of  Edwird  I. 
joinsd  to  alCenitionB  which  had  ioieaiibly  and  progreuhelj  takea  ^ 
place  at  hone,  obliged  him  to  have  frequent  reeosne  to  the  grett 
coancil  of  the  nadon,  and  afterwards  to  hu  pailiamsBta,  lor  (he 
neceiiarjr  sopplles,  which  the  andeot  mode  of  raififlig  monej  had 
tendeied  requiiite,  and  therefore  that  part  of  the  people  who  wen 
ttore  immediately  engaged  In  trade  and  mannfactares  were  now 
introduced  into  the  public  councils,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  great 
nod  Important  changet  in  the  goTomment 

In  this,  his  first  parliament,  the  king  met  with  great  ofiposiiisB 
on  the  part  of  the  cleigjr :  he  demanded  as  a  snbeldj  tiie  fifth  part 
of  their  moTcables,  which  they  absolutely  refused,  and  it  was  not 
until  a  second  meeting,  on  their  persisting  in  this  refusal,  that  be 
was  willing  to  accept  of  a  tenth,  which  they  granted. — ^The  earTs, 
Iwrans,  and  knights  of  the  seteral  counties,  sat,  treated,  and  eon. 
furred  together,  and  they  gato  the  king  an  elsfenth  part  of  all  Ihdr 
moToable  goods. — The  dtisens  and  burgesses  sat  and  acted 
aeparately ,  and  granted  a  serenth  part  of  all  their  motoabJes.  There 
were  no  laws  made,  or  other  business  transacted,  in  this  parliament. 
^  la  this  parliament,  of  which  the  citiiens  and  burgesses  first 
fNWMd  a  part,  it  may  be  obser?ed|  that  the  writ  directed  that  they 
slMld  have  a  power  to  act  separately  from  the  kafghts  of  coualiei, 
and  do  what  by  common  council  should  be  ordained. 
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the  writ,  as  well  for  the  cities  and  boroogfas,  as  for  the 
county.  The  citizens,  or  bargesses,  or  the  select  body 
of  each  city  or  borough,  notified  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  to  the  sheriff,  who  returned  all  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  boi^esses  elected  in  his  county, 
sometinaes  by  indenture,  and  sometimes  by  way  -ef 
schedule,  annexed  to  the  writ ;  and  among  other  returns 
in  this  manner,  we  find  some  for  Taunton.  There  is 
not  found  any  returning  o£Bcer  for  this  borough  until 
the  12th  of  Edward  the  fourth,  when  the  return  was 
made  by  the  bishop  of  Winchester's  chief  officer  for  the 
liberty  of  Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  namely,  the 
bailiff  appointed  by  patent,  who  is  the  first  returning 
officer  on  record  for  this  borough. 

'  In  the  11th  of  Henry  the  fourth,  the  return  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Somerset  is  yet  preserved  in 
the  Tower  of  London,  but  from  age  it  is  in  a  mutilated 
state  and  much  defaced ;  there  is,  however,  enough 
left  to  shew  that  this  return  is  by  indenture  between 
the  sheriff  and  the  different  burgesses,  and  that  Thomas 
Edward  and  Thomas  Barat  were  in  that  year  elected 
boiigesses  for  the  borough  of  Taunton.  The  return  in 
the  first  of  Henry  the  fifth  is  by  the  sheriff,  by  schedule 
annexed  to  the  writ^  in  which  he  names  the  mann* 
captors  or  sureties  of  the  burgesses  who  were  then 
elected  for  their  appearance  in  parliament. 

'  It  was  not  unusual  in  the  first  period  of  the  parli»- 
mentaof  thbkingdom,for  ihe  members  for  the  cities  and 
boroughs  to  be  elected  in  the  county  court  on  the  same 
day  with  the  knights  of  the  shire,  and  jointly  returned 
by  the  sheriff  in  one  indenture,  especially. b^retiie 
act  of  the  28d  of  Henry  the  0th,  and  in  some  tostmccai 
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.  after  that.  That  thin  was  the  case  can  be  proved  by 
the  retaros  yet  extant.  There  were  commonly  sent  to 
the  coanty*court,  four  or  five  citizens  or  borgesNS 
from  the  respective  cities  and  boroughs,  of  whom  the 
mayor  or  chief  magistrate  was  usoally  one»  who  by  the 
assent  of  the  whole  oommonity  of  the  city  or  bocoogh, 
from  which  they  were  sent,  did  choose  citiaens  and 
bargesses,  to  represent  them  in  parliamentt  and  then 
gttve  them  fall  and  sufficient  power  for  themselves, 
and  the  commanity  of  such  cities  and  boroa|^,  to  do 
and  consent  to  such  things  in  parliament,  as  by  com- 
mon council  should  be  ordained.  An  example  of  this 
mode  of  return  for  the  bities  and  boroughs  iu  the 
county  of  Somerset,  occurs  in  the  3d  year  of  king* 
Henry  the  fifth,  and  is  as  follows : — 

'<  This  indenture  made  at  Ivelchester,  on  Monday 
the  l^th  day  of  November,  in  the  second  year  of  the 
feign  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  after  the  conquest, 
between  Walter  Hungerfi>rd,  knt  sherifl^of  the  county 
of  Somerset,  in  full  county  assembled,  on  the  one  part, 
and  Ralph  Hunt,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bath,  John 
Skittish,  John  Savage,  and  John  Haygoby,  citizem 
of  the  said  city,  who  by  the  assent  of  the  whole 
community  of  the  said  city,  have  elected  Richard 
Wydecombe  and  William  Radestoke,  two  citizens 
for  the  community  of  the  said  city,  to  be  at  the 
parliament  of  our  lord  the  king,  to  be  holdea  at 
Westminster  on  Mondtiy  next  after  the  octaye  of  St 
MAKia,  then  next  coming,  according  to  the  form  of 
the  writ  to  the  same  sheriff  directed : — 

^  And  John  Herewoode>  John  Russel,  Walter 
Dytfiy  tnd  LiAe  Wilton,  burgesses  of  the  borough 
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of  Wells,  who  in  form  aforesaid,  have  elected  Thomas 
Dyot  and  John  Hindon,  two  burgesses  of  the  said 
boroi^b,  to  be  at  the  same  time  and  place  for  the 
commanity  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  said  writ :  — 

'<  And  John  Ward,  William  Gofie,  Richard  Ward, 
and  Thomas  Cave,  burgesses  of  the  borongb  of  Bridge 
water,  who  in  form  aforesaid,  have  dected  William 
Gascoigne  and  John  Redwelly,  two  burgesses  of  the 
borough  albresaid^  according  to  the  form  of  the  said 
writ:— 

<'  And  TfaomM  Wiger,  Walter  Portman,  Edmuad 
Tailleor,  and  Jdm  Northmore,  burgesses  of  the 
borongh  of  Taunton,  who  in  form  aforesaid,  have 
elected  John  Merchant  and  Edmund  Dyere,  two 
burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  at  the  same  time 
and  place  for  the  community  of  the  borough  aforesaid, 
accordii^  to  the  form  of  the  said  writ : — 

'<  Giving  and  granting  to  the  said  citizens. and  bur« 
geasea  full  and  sufficient  powers  for  themselves  and  the 
comoranity  of  the  said  city  and  boroughs,  to  do  and 
consent  to  such  things  as  shall  then  and  there  by 
comuQcn  council  be  ordained.  In  testimony  whertof^ 
&c/'* 

^  If  I  do  not  mistake,  the  election  of  burgesses  for 
Taunton  was  also  made  in  the  county  court,  in  the  Oth 
of  H«nfy  the  fifth.  The  return  of  that  year  for  this 
borough,  is  by  indenture  of  the  sheriff,  and  also  includes 
the  return  for  the  city  of  Bath.    It  is  as  follows : — 

<•  This  indenture  made  at  Yvdchesteri  on  Monday 
the  8d  day  of  Novembwy  in  the  ninth  year  of  king 

*  Bnuly*t  Hist,  of  CMes  andBorouglii;  appz.  p.  SO^  No.  14. 
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Henry  the  fifth,  (1420)  between  John  Newborgbi 
sheriff  of  Somerseti  of  the  one  part,  and  Radlin  Hunt, 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  other  citizens  of  the 
eity  aforesaid,  who  have  chosen  Walter  Ricfae  and 
Robert  Newlyn,  two  citizens  for  the  commons  of  the 
city  aforesaid,  to  appear  at  the  parliament  to  be  holden 
atWestminster  the  1st  day  of  December  next  following:^ 

*^  And  between  the  sheriff  aforesaid,  and  Robert 
Crock,  William  Payne,  Ralph  Sarger,  and  Thomas 
Osborne,  burg^esses  of  the  boroajB^h  of  Taonton,  who 
have  chosen  John  Bowen  and  Walter  Portman  two 
borgesses  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  to  ^>pear  at  the 
parliament  above  named.  In  witness  whereof  as  well 
the  aforesaid  sheriff  as  the  mayor,  ciiizen$t  and  fcwymcr 
aforesaid,  to  these  present  indentures  alternately  have 
fut  their  teaUf  the  day,  place,  and  year  above  named/' 

'  Thus  the  sheriff  of  the  county  appears  to  have  been 
the  returning  officer ;  and  the  burgesses,  being  the 
electors,  joined  in  the  indenture  to  shew  their  assent. 
At  this  period  the  sherifls  of  counties  did  not  make 
dut  any  precept  to  the  mayor  or  bailifls  of  cities  and 
boroughs,  and  of  course  no  particular  officer  was  called 
on  to  make  the  return.' 

'  The  commons  were  for  a  loilg  time  lo  for  from  being  consi- 
iered  at  an  euendal  branch  of  the  legiBlatUre,  that  we  find  ni  the 
reigni  of  the  three  first  Edwards,  and  eten  to  the  reign  of  Edwtid 
die  fonrth,  that  they  were  not  constantly  and  regnlarljr  snnmoncd 
^  a  distinct  order,  the  sheriffii  omitting  them  at  pleasure^  and  ths 
king  sometimes  in  the  writ  of  summons  expressly  naming  the  repre. 
sentatives  which  the  sheriffs  were  to  return ;  (See  CI.  R.  45  Edw. 
ni.  m.  9.  dors.)  and  from  the  indefinite  and  general  words  of  the 
writ  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  each  county,  <<  To  cause  Uk  be 
choicn  two  dtiseos  of  erery  dty^  and  two  burgenes  of  ercfj 
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^It  was  in  coDseqaence  of  the  act  of  the  2dd  of 
Henry  the  sixth,  chapter  14,  that  the  sheriffs  first  made 
oqt.  their  precepts;  and  the  mayor  or  bailiff  of  the  town 
called  on  to  act  as  the  returning  officer;  and  it  is 


borough,'^  it  was  left  to  the  iberiff  to  name  and  direct  which  were 
boroughs,  and  which  were  not.  This  will  be  best  illustrated  by  an 
tzample  or  two  from  a  neighbonriog  countj* 

In  the  Mth  of  Edward  I.  in  the  return  by  the  sheriff  of  Wiltshire, 
annexed  to  the  writ,  he  returned  two  knights  for  the  county,  two 
citisens  for  New  Sarnm,  two  burgesses  for  Downton,  two  for 
I>eTise8,  two  for  Chippenham,  and  two  for  Malmesbury,  with  their 
manucaptors  or  sureties  for  their  appearance  in  parliament;  and  in 
bii  return,  he  further  says,  that,  *<  the  writ  was  sent  to  the  con- 
stable of  the  castle  of  Marlborough,  (because  it  could  not  be 
oxecnted  by  the  sheriff  in  that  liberty)  and  to  the  bailiffs  of  the 
liberty  of  Calne  and  Worth,  who  each  of  them  returned  no  answer." 

Here  it  is  apparent  that  the  sheriff  of  Wiltshire  sent  only  to  one 
city  and  six  boroughs  in  that  county ;  but  three  years  preriously 
to  this,  Old  Sarum,  Bedwin,  Cricldade,  LudgershaU,  and  Wilton, 
nil  in  the  same  county,  had  been  summoned,  and  returned  members 
to  tiie  first  parliament  of  king  Ednrard  the  first. 

In  the  returns  of  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  to  senre  for  the 
tame  county.  In  the  12th  year  of  Edward  III.  in  a  psrliament 
bolden  at  Tork,  the  execution  of  the  writ  was  in  a  schedule  annexed 
to  it.  After  the  return  of  the  knights  for  the  county,  the  sheriff 
returns  two  citisens  for  New  Sarum,  two  burgesses  for  Wilton,  and 
two  for  Downton,  with  their  manucaptors  or  sureties.  ^^  And  for 
two  burgesses  for  Marlborough,"  the  sheriff  says,  ^^  he  sent  the 
writ  to  the  constable  of  the  castle  of  Marlborough,  for  the  reason 
aboTe  given,  but  that  he  received  no  answer" — and  immediately 
coDclndes,  <<  there  were  no  more  cities  or  boroughi  within  hi$ 
baittwkk.'' 

The  reader  will  here  observe  that  the  sheriff  sent  only  to  one 
dty  and  three  boroughs,  although  the  boroughs  of  Old  Sarom^ 
Bedwin,  Calne,  Chippenham,  Cricklade,  Devizes,  LudgershaU^  and 
MalfflesbuTy,''had  elected  and  returned  members  to  parliament 
before  this  time.— Brmly'^  Hist,  of  Boroughs^  p.  59. 

X 


i 


^00  HtSraUY  OF  TAVNTOK. 

masiiiest  from  Uieaotyth«tme?ery  boroagh(Wlieveiio 
mayor  pveftided)  the  bailiff  was  the  proper  officer  te 
^frhotn  alone  the  precept  could  be  directed,  and  "wIm 
was  to  fliake  the  retarn,  and  bo  one  else  coidd  tegsily 
assume  the  duties  of  returniog  officer. 

'  In  the  7th  of  Edward  the  fourth,  1466,  there  is  no 
indenture  extant  for  Taunton,  but  in  the  scbedole  of 
the  names  returned  for  the  county  of  Somerset,  it  runs 
thus :  *'  The  manncaptors  of  William  Dangers  and 
Robert  Ashetill,  two  burgesses  chosen  for  the  aifaA 
borough  of  Taunton,  are  Richard  Bunton  and  ThemmB 
Wareyn* 

'  The  next  return  isin  the  I2th  of  Edward  the  foQYtli, 
1471,  and  for  the  first  time  tffaews  the  character  of  the 
returning  officer  for  this  borough.  It  is  ia  thsse 
words: — 

«'  By  this  indenture,  William  BodeU,  baiUff  of  «e 
town  and  borough  of  Tttunton,  delivered  to  Jdin 
Cheverell,  sheriff  of  Somerset,  the  names  of  the  1>ur- 
gesses  of  the  same  town  and  borough,  chosen  for  the 
parliament  to  be  hoiden  at  Westminster^  the  6th  day 
of  October  next  following,  as  in  the  king's  writ  to  ihe 
said  aheriff,  dated  the  18th  day  of  September^  m  the 
12th  year  of  Edward  the  fourth,  is  directed. 

'*  Burgesses  elected,  Edward  Aysheton,  William 
Danvers. 

''  The  electoBs  of  the  bui^esses  above-named  4m 
John  Best,  John  Wyse,  Thomas  Wareyn,  and4ilbiiis» 

«'  In  witness  whereof,  to  these  indentures,  as  w^  the 
haiHff  aforesaid,  as  the  said  sheriff,  have  attefUAtfe^ly 
put  the  seals  of  their  offices.  Dated  at  TanotOQ  the 
22d  day  of  S€q[>tember,  the  year^-^-- — ^  ^* 
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^  The  «ext  retarn  tlmt  is  found  in  in  lAit  17th  df 
(Bdwavd  the  fourth,  and  that  is  the  latest  return  for 
ihfs  borougfh  to  be  found  in  the  Tower.  From  Dmt 
)»eriod  to  the  Reformation,  not  a  single  return  is  to  i>e 
discovered,  either  there  or  in  any  other  place. 

*  This  return  is  as  follows : — 

^  This  indenture  made  between  William  Berkeley, 
sheriff  of  Somerset,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  bailifls  elf 
the  boroogih  of  Taunton,  and  John  Grobham,  John 
Wynne,  James  Boys,  and  John  Sarger,  bnrgesses  <l( 
Ijie  same  borough,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that 
the  same  haiUffs  and  bmyesses  have  chosen  Sdwftrd 
Aidlton  and  Robert  Lovdord,  burgesses  of  the  said 
bovougb,  to  be  present  at  the  parliament  to  be  holden 
tft  Westminster,  on  the  16th  day  of  January  next,  Ac. 
la  witness  whereof,  as  well  the  seal  cff  the  sheriff  afore^ 
Mid,  as  tbe  seals  of  the  bailifls  andhurgesses  aforesaid^ 
idtemately  are  put,  &c.^ 

'  That  these  bailiffs  were  the  head  officers  of  the 
town  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  as  the  bishop  of 
Winchester  was  lord  of  the  manor,  he  has  the  right  to 
appoint  the  bailiff;  hut  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
exercised  the  right  of  nominating  that  officer  untft 
the  following  year,  when  for  the  first  time  he  appointed 
the  raid  William  Bodell,  who  was  the  bailiff  of  the 
town  before  he  was  the  steward  and  bailiff  of  the  whdie 
lordship  and  town ;  and  the  bishops  of  Winchester  have 
continaed  to  exercise  the  right  of  appointment  fronk 
that^time  to  the  present 

*  "*  The  next  returns  which  can  be  found  for  this 
fceroiigh  were  made  by  the  bailiff  appoiMed  uhd^ir 
letters  patent^  4>y  Htk-  biilhop  of  Winchester  j  and 
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the  fatare  Teturns  were  all  made  by  this  officeiv  with 
the  iDterraptioa  of  about  thirty  years,  until  the  ftowii 
obtained  a  charter,  from  which  period  the  mayor  be^ 
came  the  returning  officer,  under  the  act  of  the  SSd 
of  Henry  the  6th. 

^  The  first  return  to  be  found  after  the  Reformation 
is  in  the  first  year  of  queen  Mary,  155S9  and  it  as 
follows: — 

**  This  indenture,  made  the  22d  daye  of  SeptemV 
in  the  fyrste  jear  of  the  reigne  of  our  most  dreade 
soveraign  Ladye,  Mary,  by  the  grace  oi  Cton,  of 
England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Queue,  defender  of 
the  faythe,  and  in  eartbe,  of  the  Church  of  Engtand 
and  also  of  Ireland  the  supreme  bead,  Betwyxte  John 
Rogers,  Knyghte  of  Sbyre  of  the  county  of  Som*  of 
ihonepartye,and  the  bailiff  and  other  inhabytantaof  the 
burrough  of  Taunton  aforesaid,  of  the  other  partye, 
wytnesseth,  that  the  said  bayliff,  with  the  expresae 
assent,  consent,  and  agreement  of  all  the  then  haby- 
tants  and  burges  of  the  said  burrough  of  Taunton,  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  have  nomynated,  appointed, 
eleeted,  and  chosen,  and  by  these  our  presents  dot 
nomynate,  electe,  appoint,  and  cbuse,  James  Basset 
and  Jacques  Wyngtyeld,  esquires,  burgesses  of  and 
for  the  said  burrough,  to  attend  the  quene*s  mi^esty 
most  high  court  of  parlyament  next  to  be  holden, 
which  shall  begyn  at  Westminster,  the  vth  daye  of 
October  next  coming,  then  and  there  to  doe  tboae 
things  to  the  uttermost  of  theyr  power,  which  to  the 
said  parlyament  shall  ap'teign  and  belonge.  In  witness 
whereof  to  theyse  said  indentures  we  have  set  the 
Mfnmofi  9eal  of  the  said  burrough  of  Taunton.  Yefea 
the  daye  and  year  abovesayd.'* 
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^  The  next  return  is  made  in  tbe  first  and  second 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  1554,  by  Walter  Halse,  the 
bailiff  appointed  under  letters  patent  of  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  the  same^  and  is  as  follows  i-^ 

*^  This  indenture,  made  at  the  boro*  of  Taunton,' 
ia  the  county  of  Somerset,  the  28th  day  of  October, 
ia  the  Ist  and  2d  years  of  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  king  and  queen  of  £ngland,  * 
France,  Naples,  and  Jerusalem,  and  Ireland,  defenders 
of  the  faith,  princes  of  Spain  and  Sicily,  archdukes  of 
Austria,  dukes  of  Milan,  Burgundy   and   Brabant, 
earis  of  Haspnrge,  Flanders,  and  Tyrol,  bet*  sir  John 
Tregonwell,  knt.  sheriff  of  the  county  aforesaid,  of  the 
one  part,  and  Walter  Halse,  bailiff  of  the  borough  of 
Taonton,  and  the  burgesses  of  the  same  burrough,  in 
tiie  aforesaid  county,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that 
the  aforesai<(  bailiff  and  burgesses,  by  virtue  of  a  pre- 
cept of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  aforesaid,  to  them 
directed,  have  elected  for  the  borough  aforesaid,  two 
borigesses^  that  ia  to  say,  Thomas  Eden  and  John- 
Noirys,  esqrs.  who  have  fiill  power  for  the  boro^ 
aforesaid,  to  do  and  consent  to  those  things  which  at 
tlio  parliament  of  the  said  king  and  queen  at  West- 
naiatterrthe  12th  day  of  November  next,  shall  be  then 
and  there  to  them  enjoined.     In  witness  whereof,  as 
well  the  aforesaid  sheriff,  the  seal  of  his  ofiice,  as  the 
aforesaid  bailiff  and  burgesses,  their  common  seal, 
httve  interchangeably  put  to  these  indentures,  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid.'* 

'  And  in  the  4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1568, 
there  is  another  return  by  the  same  Walter  Halse^ 
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the  patent  beiliff»  and  the  bargeaieiH  wUehretom  isia 
the  following  words : — 

'*  Thb  iadeiiture  oiade  the  16th  day  of  Jaooaryy.m 
the  4th  and  5th  years  of  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Magj^ 
by  the  grace  of  God*  of  England,  8paiu»  France,  botha 
the  Siciliesp.  Jenisaleoi,  and  Ireland,  king  and  qqeaOf 
defenders  of  the  faith,  archdnkes  of  Aostriat  dukeftei 
Bnrg^ndy*  Milan*  and  Brabant,  earb  of  Haspaffg^ 
Flanders^  and  Tirol,  between  Walter  Halse,baiUff  irftbe 
boro*  of  Taunton,  and  the  bai^esses  there,  of  the  ana 
partt  and  Uuo^phrey  Colles*  esq.  sheriff  of  Ihe  eom^) 
of  Somerset,,  of  the  other  part*  witnesaeth*  that  we  tftMH 
aaid  bailiff  and  biii^^esses*  with  the  onaninfcOD&  conswiti 
and  assent  of  ns  and  of  the  whole  cooiaionalty  of  tlfve 
boro*  aforesaid*  have  made*  ordained*  and  in  our  plao0> 
pot  Valentine  Dale,  Doctor  of  Laws>  and  Richaid' 
BIyrfyelde,  gent,  for  the  parliament  of  the  aforrwaid' 
lord  and  lady,  king  and  queen,  on  the  20th  daj  of' 
January  next  ensuing*  to  be  holden  at  Weatminsftoc^ 
(GiOB  willing)  giving  to  the  aforesaid  Valentine  Dafe 
and  Richard  Myrfyelde  full  power  and  authorily*  te 
US  and  in  our  name*  to  consent  to  those  things  wfak^Hi 
the  aforesaid  parliament  shall  happen  to  be  ordaiaedL 
Ip  witness  whereof  we  have  pat  onr  seal  to  these 
presents.  Dated  at  Taunton  aforesaid*,  the  dnjr  mA 
year  albresaid/' 

^  It  has  already  hse»  observed*  thrt  from  the  12fth  of 
Edward  the  fourth^  te  the  l4thof  EUwbeth*  tha  UHiff 
appointed  under  letters,  patmt  by  the  bishsp  el  Wm^ 
Chester,  either  in  bis  character  of  bailifl^or  by  hirn(|nns|. 
madatha  retnmseitlieir  sepMafesiy  et^iOithe  buyasses; 
but  dndng  tha  lattes  pari  of  tha  lej^n  af  BKaaWtbiii 


WKsman  ov^  TAxnmQV.  811 

aiBeiM»  Amtt  some  oaiue  noexplauiedy  tAfiv  fM^anon- 
ittir  hff  the  patent  bail^  v£  hi»  office  of  relomiDg 
o>flcei\  and  the  common  constables',  (chosen  in  the 
bishop's  cottrt-ketf)  with  the  borgessM,  eacercised  the 
light  of  returning  the  members  ibr  the  borough,  ^xiA 
ham  the  14lh  of  BKzabetb,  to  tbeSOIb  of  her  reign^ 
Bsde  foar  returns. 

'In  the  first  year  of  kin^  Charles  the  firsts  the 
cmslaUes  were  joined  ia  mfikiog  the  return  Ky  the 
h^iHft  of  the  borough,  chosen  also  in  the  bishop's 
cnvt-Jeeti  the  baiUflh  signing  after  the  constables. 

<  In  the  second  year  of  Chavles  the  first,  1027,  the 
town  obtained  a  charter  of  incorporation,  whicb^ 
although  it  didnot  interfere  with  the  right  of  election, 
nor  witb  the  returning  ofiS^eer^  changed  howevev  the 
qomtittttian  of  the  town  and  borough,  andiwvesled  lh« 
Ciiil  peiwer  ia  the  handaof  a  mayor,  justiee,  aldenpen^ 
•pd  burgesses.  In  leao  the  town  lost  this  chartar^ 
hi*  in  the  year  1677,  the  inhabitants  obtained  a  new 
epe^.  as  has  been  afareedy  mentioned  nvhicb  expressly 
eMfirmed  to  the  Uskep  of  Winchester,  and  his  sncces^ 
tMib  all  the  pirivil^es,  pre-emineBceib  and  emokuntels 
q^^ed  by  any  of  his  pvedecesaars. 

^From  the  grant  of  the  first  charter  i»  1687,  until 
tlie  year  1792,  the  mayor^  as  chief  magistrate  ef  tb; 
lianiiv^bf  acted  oa  returning  eflSicer,  sometimes  makisg 
liie>9etiifn  jointly  witb  the  bnvgesses,  and  at  otbev 
tinef  under  the  seal  of  the  corporation;  buliinjitbe 
kMer  year,  the  corporate  body  having  beooqie  bse  ia 
nMiberkheiii  the  majority  ef  the  mayor  and  capital' and 
iflfewey^bargessea  togethes^  the  charter  became  imlli* 
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^  At  the  next  general  election,  however^io  1706^«r 
Thomas  Ganston,  the  person  who  had  been  elected 
mayor  on  the  expiration  of  the  mayoralty  of  ]>r. 
Cabbell,  in  J  792,  and  who  considered  himself  the  major 
de/aetOf  made  the  retam,  but  Mr.  Moreland, 
one  of  the  members,  doubting  his  right,  had 
return  made  by  the  constables  and  bailifls,  choasa 
in  the  coort-leet 

Since  the  election  of  1706,  there  was  a  nng4e 
one  in  1800,  on  the  death  of  sir  Benjamin  HamaMt^ 
when  his  son  Mr.  John  Hammet,  being  the  odIj 
candidate,  and  the  old  maVor  (de  facto)  being 
he  was  retarned  by  the  constables  and  bailtfEk 


Previous  to  the  revolution,  Charles  II.  and  James  IL 
made  every  effort  to  extend  and  establish  that  prerog^i- 
tive,  in  the  abuse  of  which  their  royal  father  had  hmt 
his  life.  After  the  settlement  of  the  prince  of  Orsnge 
on  the  throne,  and  the  accession  of  thehooseof  Hanovo^, 
very  vigorous  struggles  were  made  by  the  friends  of 
the  Stuarts,  to  bring  in  the  supposed  representative  of 
that  family.  These  oppositions  of  course  extended 
themselves  to  the  boroughs;  and  the  seasons  of  election 
were  the  opportunities  which  each  side  warmly  endea- 
voured  to  improve,  to  the  advancement  of  their  own 
views  and  interests,  by  setting  up  and  supporting,  as 
candidates,  gentlemen  of  very  different  sentiments  and 
attachments.  With  these  political  and  public  ohjectm, 
personal  prejudices,  partialities,  and  interests  are  oftea 
blended,  to  foment  contests  and  heighten  animositiea. 
Some  of  the  more  interesting  of  these  oppositions  and 
circumstances  of  importance  connected  with  theretiini» 
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at  other  times,  it  may  be  expected,  should  undergo  » 
review  in  a  history  of  the  town. 

The  gentlemen  elected  to  represent  this  borough  in 
the  parliament  called  immediately  after  the  restoration 
were  Thomas  Gorges  and  William  Wyndham,  esqrs* 
who  owed  their  seats  to  the  management  and  influence 
of  the  crown.  The  long  sitting  of  the  pensionary 
parliament  of  1661,  while  it  tended  to  rivet  on  the  people 
the  chains  of  slavery,  precluded  the  efforts  of  a  contested 
election.  The  vigorous  and  distinguishing  part  taken 
in  the  election  of  1681,  by  Mr.  John  Hucker,  a  serge- 
maker,  eventually  drew  upon  him  the  severest  effects 
of  royal  indignation.  He  was  a  captain  of  foot  in  the 
duke  of  Monmouth's  army,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in 
the  day  of  battle.  Great  intercession  was  made  for  his 
life;  but  his  having  been  a  principal  person  in  the 
management  of  elections  was  a  bar  to  his  pardon.  In  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  a  little  before  his  execution,  he  left  this 
manly  and  proper  vindication  of  himself  in  this  respect. 
^'  As  to  elections  of  members  of  parliament,  I  judge  it 
my  birth-right,  and  therefore  was  industrious  in  it; 
but  I  hope  never  did  (I  am  sure  never  intended) 
trouUesomeness  to  any  in  il;,  but  especially  to  my 
superiors.  I  had  ever  a  venerable  and  due  esteem 
of  ms^strates,  as  the  ministers  of  GoD,  and  they 
adminbtering  an  ordinance  of  God." 

The  illegal  and  cruel  proceedings  of  judge  Jefireys 
and  of  colonel  Kirke  naturally  filled  the  country  with 
tenmr,  and  made  it  easy  for  the  court  to  carry  two 
members  favourable  to  their  views.  But  in  1690, 
being  the  first  parliament  of  king  William,  two  gen- 
tlemen were  elected,  attached  to  the  principles  of  the 
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nvoktion ;  iiftmelyy  Mr.  Clarke  aod  Mn  Speke.  Thtf 
Mr.  Speke  had  escaped  from  the  kingdon^  andgp—t 
his  time  ia  travel,  till  the  revolatiou  ;  a  proelaoiatioii 
having  beea  issaed  against  him,  in  the  proceedii^ 
against  the  adherents  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  His 
fitmily  suffered  heavily  for  that  cause. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  the  gentleman  at  whose  desire  tks 
great  Mr.  Locke  wrotct  and  to  whom  he  dedicated^ 
his  excellent  treatise  on  education.  The  dedieataan 
concludes  with  a  testimony  to  the  character  of  Mr* 
Clarke,  which  will  reflect  lasting  hononr  oo  his  an** 
mory.  '*  My  affection  to  you/'  says  Mr.  Loc^e^ 
qp«aking  of  his  tract,  **  gave  the  first  rise  to  it,  aad  I 
am  pleased  that  I  can  leave  to  posterity  this  iQark  ^ 
the  friendship  that  has  been  betwixt  us.  For  I  kn^w^ 
no  greater  pleasure  in  this  life,  nor  a  b^ter  remwa 
braf  ce  to  be  feft  behind  one,  thw  a  long  coatiniMiA 
friendship  with  an  honesty  usefiU^  amd  wprtkj/,  mmt^  «m| 
l9ver  of  Am  cotMliy.  7th  March,  1Q03.**  It  dosan 
credit  to  the  town  of  Taunton,  that  sack  »  maa  wai» 
its  representative  in  seven  parliaoiwts;  andf  it  isL  a^ 
presiunption»  that,. during  that  pariod^ a greatnnvilMr 
of  the  electors  paid  a  j  wt  regard  ^  tha^jMosal 
political  conduct  of  their  member,  and  weie  in 
by  truly  patriotie  principlies.  H^  did  not^ 
regain  his  seat  without  opposition.  In  i\»  aleetioA  q€ 
1095^  there  vvas  a  third  candidate^ Mr.  Borttwn;  and 
ia  1698,  four  gentlemen  offered  thematlvea  Uk  f^WH. 
aeojt  the.  borough;  the  two  who  haA.  beea^ 
members  in  the  precodiAg  pa«lia»a«^  ai»4 
Seymour  Portmaii,  esq;  a«4  Fn« w  HMm^  an?- 


General  Eleetiaih  1714. 

The  diflgolutioD  of  parliament,  by  the  death  of  <{aeM 
JLnne,  and  the  accession  of  George  I.  to  the  throne, 
braogbt  OD^  at  Taunton,  and  in  many  places^  a  violettC 
contestt  between  the  parties  into  which  the  kingdom 
waa  then  divkled.  The  membera  retacned  by  the 
mayor,  as  duly  eleded  for  tbi^^  borough,  were  sir 
FrMicis  Warre,  hart,  and  Henry  Portmao,  esq.  The 
aamber  of  votes  for  the  former  gentlefnao  was  stated 
to  be  037,  and  for  the  latter  636.  The  c^her  cundi^ 
dates  were  WUBem  Pynsent  and  Janes  Siaitli,  esqss* 
^ad  the  votes  for  each  of  them  were  reckoned  at  aSK 

William  Pynsent  ami  James  SmiAht  esqrs.  and  iheir 
frieiids^  were  greatly  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  mayor,  and  petitioned  agaimt  his  return.  Tli^ 
pfSfcitibQ^  of  tho  candidates,  and  of  the  ialiabiiant» 
attached  to  the;ir interest,  severally  set  forth,  in  general, 
the  partiality  of  the  returning  officer,  in  refusing  the 
vwtes  of  several  persons;  who  had  a  right  to  vote,  and' 
oftred  tbe  same  fof  the  petitioners,  and  iuadmil*. 
ting  others  to  vote  for  sir  Fk*ancis.  Warre  and  Mr.. 
Pavtoian,  wbt^  had  no  right  so  to  do  :  and  that  other 
coimpt,  ou^due,  and  unwarrantable  practices  were- 
OMide  use  of  by  sir  Francis  Warre  and  Mr.  Portmao^ 
and  their  ageoto,  before^  at,  an4  after  the  eleetian,  ti^ 
the  great  wrong  and  injury  of  the  petitioners. 

TIm  petition  of  the  iaJbahiiants  |)articiilariy  repse* 
sMtedi  that,  hy  the  iUegal  conduct  of  the  mayor,  the 
pall  o£  the  bocoughf  wluch  usoaMy  in  time  past  haA 
caMsked  of  ahaat  bol  hundred,  now*  amounted  ta 
aknraane  theanaad ;  and  tibat  he  refused  ta  graat*a. 
semtmytoii  A»  poU^  tlioagb  Aenwaded  bgfs  Mr ^  V^foeeai 
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and  Mr.  Smithf  and  freqaently  desired  by  ittveral  of 
the  petitioDers. 

The  coansers  brief  formed  od  these  petitians  pro- 
ceeded on  the  ancient  coostitation  of  the  boroaghf 
particularized  the  iMegBl  practices  complained  of,  and 
classed,  as  well  as  ascertained,  the  nnmber  of  rotes, 
which  the  petitioners  proposed  to  disqualify. 

With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  borou^^  it 
was  pleaded,  that  the  borough  of  Taunton  was  a 
borough  by  prescription,  consisting  of  six  tythings, 
namely.  East-street,  Fore^treet,  North-stree^  High* 
street,  Paul's-street,  and  Shuttem  ;  containing  abo»t 
three  hundred  distinct  houses  and  no  more;  and  had  sent 
two  members  to  parliament  from  time  immemOTialr 
and  that  the  portreeves,  before  th*e  town  was  incorpo- 
rated by  king  Charles  the  first,  were  the  retoming 
officers. 

That  since  that  charter,  and  the  charter  of  kii^ 
Charles  IL  (neither  of  which  charters  meddle  wkhr 
the  right  of  election,)  the  mayors  had  returned  the 
precept ;  which  power  of  returning  the  petitioners  did 
not  controvert;  and  that  by  those  charters  the  corpo- 
ration was  extended  through  the  two  whole  parishes 
of  Taunton  Saint  Mary  Magdalen  and  Taunton  Saiot 
James,  which  are  large  parishes ;  so  that  the  corpo- 
ration is  very  much  larger  than  the  borough. 

That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  inhabitants, 
potwallers,  of  the  said  borough,  not  receiving  alms 
nor  living  in  alms-houses,  whether  settled  parishioners 
or  not;  or  whether  they  had  certificates  from  other 
parishes  or  not :  and  the  right  of  election  had  always 
stood  upon  this  footiog»  till  the  year  1700,  when  the 
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NihabitantSy  under  dischargees  or  certificates^  were  first 
denied  to  vote,  on  one  side ;  while,  on  the  other  side, 
inhabitants,  under  the  same  predicament,  were  received 
to  vote,  their  discharges  being  suppressed  or  refused 
to  be  produced.' 

The  particular  allegations  of  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices, set  forth  in  the  petition,  were, 

Ist.  That  now,  and  at  former  elections,  many 
foreigners  had  been  encouraged  to  come  into  the 
borough  a  short  time  before  the  election,  leaving  their 
families  and  goods  in  other  parishes;  that  ten  or 
twenty  of  this  description  had  been  in  a  house,  where 
there  had  not  been  above  two  or  three  chimneys,  and 
had  polled,  and  as  soon  as  the  elections  were  over, 
went  away  i^ain, 

2d.  That  previously  to  the  election,  a  number  of 
poor  men  had  been  struck  out  of  the  parish  pay-roll, 
and  maintained,  by  the  bye,  till  the  election  was  over, 
and  then  entered  in  the  pay-roll  again. 

3d.  That  licences  had  been  taken  away  from  inn* 
keepers  and  ale-house-keepers  on  account  of  their 
votes ;  that  four  pounds  a  piece  had  been  paid  for  them 
again ;  and  some  were  not  yet  restored  to  them. 

4th.  That  some  had  been  raised  and  others  abated 
IB  their  rates,  on  account  of  their  votes. 

5th.  That  some  had  been  threatened  to  be  starved, 
in  case  their  necessities  should  oblige  them  to  apply 
for  parish  aid ;  and  others  had  been  denied  relief  on 
casual  wants. 

'  This  was  a  contest  between  sir  Francis  Warre  and  Mr.  Baker, 
•B  Mr.  Portman,  who  had  been  chosen  both  for  Taunton  and  Wells, 
ebooBiDg  to  stand  for  the  latter  place.  « 


I 


318  HrarDHT  of  CfAVtrrbir. 

4th.  Tlist  smeraXf  tffter  Hie  eleotioii^  had  been 
rewarded  for  therr  votes,  by  pariah  pay. 

7th.  That  oot  of  the  same  hoaae,  one  vole  hafd  beea 
mfoaed,  on  the  (Ulea  diat  the  house  was  not  in  the 
borough ;  and  yet  another  admitted. 

'8th.  ThaLt  many  had  been  made  freemen  g^rtftiSi  in 
order  to  multiply  votes* 

:0th.  That,  for  the  same  puppeaeyStiwigpers  had  been 
taken  in,  and  made  parasbioneia,  tind  the  pariffh  dsai* 
ntfied  thereby. 

10th  That  poor  <men  had  been  rtfted,  to  incPetm 
the  nninberoDf  scot  and  lot  men,  >on  one  side;  ^md  othersi 
te  the  other  side,  had  been  atruok  out. 

il  1th.  That  «t  the  time  of  «he  election,  flie  mayor 
would  not  give  the  agents  of  the  petitioners  thue  to 
autfce  objections. 

The  pdtftion  fmther  a^lleg^d,  tbaft  ^hongfh  abevs 
one  thousand  ^ere  admitted  to  poH  at  this  eledtioa, 
yet,  on  a  narrow  scrotiny  made  into  the  whole  |MuMi 
by  the  ^surveyors  of  the  ^highways,  there  were  not 
one  thousand  housekeepers  4n  the  whole  parish  ;  nor 
ibll  seven  hundred  within  the  borough. 

The  petitioners  proposed  todisqualify  voters  for  the 
gentlemen  returned  as  menrbers, 

1.  Of  Minors  and  apprentices,  96 
8.  Alms-men,  -  •  -  ^  99 
:3.        Out-livers,    ^    .    ^    .  198 

4.  Net  housekeepers,  «    -  107 

5.  Charity-men,     ...  1^ 

Total,      .    .    •    ^    .  600* 

'  From  the  petitions  and  the  coonsers  brieF^  communicated  By 
Mr.  Norrb. 
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^be  heme  received  the  preceding  petitions,  and  pro^ 
ceeded  to  the  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  election  jFor 
the  borongb  of  Taunton,  on  Thursday,  July  28th,  1715. 
The  petitions  were  read,  and  counsel  on  both  sides 
ipirere  heard,  and  witnesses  were  examined,  concerning 
the  right  of  election.     After  the  counsel  withdrew^ 

It  was  resolved,  That  the  right  of  election  of  bnr- 
geases,  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  is  in  the  inhabittmlU 
trithin  the  said  borough,  being  potwaUerSf  and  not 
feeeiviog  alma  or  charih/^ 

The  further  bearing  of  the  merits  of  the  election 
"was  then  adjourned  until  Saturday  morning  next. 

On  Thursday,  Auguk  1 1th,  the  bouse  proceeded  ; 
when  the  petitioners'  counsel  insisted  upon  the  dis* 
qualifying  several  persons  who  voted  for  the  sitting 
vieDatber«,  on  account  of  their  having  received  the 
charities,  called  the  T<mn  Charity ,  w^faich  is  vested  in 
feoflfees^  «nd  MtreditKs  'Charittf  ?  and  a  book  ^as 
produced,  wherein  was  entered  the  account  of  lihe 
dbposition  of  tbe  Umm  charUy.  The  counsel  for  the 
sitting  members  objected  to  the  said  book  being  read 
as  evidence.  When  the  counsel,  on  both  sides^  had 
been  heard,  and  were  withdrawn, 

It  was  resolvedy  That  the  account  ofjeffety  Pysmy, 
ileward  and  bailiff  of  the  lands  and  tenements  belong- 
ing to  the  town  of  Tauntant  in  the  county  o(  Somerset, 
from  Dec.  2l8t,  1713,  to  Dec.  21st,  1714,  (inserted  in 
a  1>ook  entitled,  Taunton ;  An  Account-iook  cf  Iks 
PrdfitsoftheTonm  Lands,  1683,)  although  not  allowed 

'  Tliese  terms  will  be.found  preciselj  defined  hy  the  hoitfe,  when 
we  towib  to  tbe  petitioa  of  Popham  aad  Halllday. 
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and  signed  by  the  feoffees,  be  admitted  to  be  read  as 
efidence. 

The  counsel  were  called  in  again,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  them  with  the  said  resolution. 

Then  the  petitioners*  counsel  proceeded  todisqaalify 
several  persons  named  in  the  said  account,  as  haviaf 
received  the  said  charity  money ;  and  also  ezamiiied 
witnesses  to  prove  persons  having  worn  the  deaths 
given  by  Meredith's  charity ;  and  also  to  some  persoiis 
coming  into  the  borough  by  certificate;  and  also 
examined  witnesses  to  prove,  that  several  persoDii»  who 
lived  in  the  borough  and  were  housekeepers  and  potp 
walleis,  offered  to  poll  for  the  petitioners,  but  wers 
refused  ;  and  also  to  some  particular  proceedings  ^as 
was  insisted)  of  the  mayor  and  Mr.  Yard,  (wh<l  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  borough:)  after  whidi 
the  petitioners'  counsel  summed  up  their  evidence,  and 
the  counsel  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  election 
was  then  adjourned  till  Saturday  morning  next. 

Thursday,  August  18,  1715,  the  house  proceeded 
(according  to  order)  to  the  further  hearing  of  the 
merits  of  the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  and 
the  counsel  on  both  sides  were  called  in,  and  the  sitting 
members*  counsel  examined  several  witnesses  to  justify 
several  others  of  the  voters,  which  the  petitioners* 
counsel  had  objected  against;  and  also  insisted,  that  all 
such  persons  as  were  of  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Saint 
Mary  Magdalen  Taunton,  which  lies  within  the 
borough,  and  come  intQ  the  borough  and  boil  a  pot 
before  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  electing  members  to 
serve  in  parliament^  have  a  right  to  vote  at  such 
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electionsy  and  examined  seyerml  witnesses  touching  the 
same;  and  the  petitioners*  counsel  examined  witnesses 
in  contradiction  thereof;  and  the  counsel  on  both 
sides  were  heard  thereto,  and  then  they  withdrew. 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  persons  living  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of 
St  Mary  Magdalen,  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  which 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  who, 
at  any  time  before  the  issuing  of  writs  for  calling  a 
new  parliament,  take  a  room  and  boil  a  pot,  within  the 
said  borough  of  Taunton,  do  thereby  acquire  a  right  of 
voting  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment  for  the  said  borough ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  counsel  were  called  in  again,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  them  with  the  said  resolution;  and  the 
sitting  members*  counsel  proceeded  to  examine  wit- 
nesses to  justify  other  voters  to  which  the  petitioners* 
counsel  objected,  and  then  the  counsel  were  directed 
to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  that  the  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  be  adjourned 
till  Saturday  morning  next. 

Saturday,  August  27tb,  1715,  the  house  proceeded 
to  the  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  election  for 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  and  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
were  called  in ;  and  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  members 
proceeded  to  examine  witnesses,  to  disqualify  some  of 
the  voters  for  the  petitioners,  upon  account  of  their  re- 
ceiving charity,  and  particularly  as  to  a  charity,  called 
Saunders's  charily  :  and  the  sitting  members*  counsel 
insisting  to  examine,  as  to  that  charity  being  given  in 
the  year  1713,  and  the  petitioners*  counsel  opposing 
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their  examining  agtoanypersongwhohadnotreoetyeil 
that  charity,  within  a  year  before  the  election ;  the 
counsel,  on  both  sides,  were  heard,  teaching  the  same» 
and  then  they  withdrew. 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  bmng 
pnt^  that  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  be 
admitted  to  give  evidence  of  persons  having  received 
Saunders's  charity  before  the  2d  of  February,  1 7 1^-14^ 
(which  was  exactly  a  year  before  ihe  cdectioo,)  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  counsel  were  called  in  again,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  them  with  the  said  resolotion. 

Then  the  sitting  members*  counsel  proceeded  to 
examine  witnesses,  touching  other  voters  for  the  peti- 
tioners having  received  other  charities,  and  also  for 
adding  two  votes  to  the  sitting  members'  poll,  and  also 
in  order  to  disqualify  several  of  the  petitioners'  voters 
for  bribery,  and  touching  threats  and  other  undue 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  election. 

Ordered,  that  the  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  be  adjourned 
to  Tuesday  morning  next. 

Tuesday,  August  30th,  1715,  die  house  proceeded 
{according  to  order)  to  the  ftirther  hearing  of  the 
merits  of  the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  ; 
and  the  counsel  on  both  sides  were  called  in,  and  the 
petitioners'  counsel  examined  two  witnesses,  in  order 
to  discredit  two  of  the  sitting  members'  witnesses. 
After  which,  the  sitting  members'  counsel  sumaied 
tip  the  evidence,  and  the  petitioners*  counsel  replied, 
end  then  the  counsel  withdrew. 

The  question  being  put,  That  sir  Francis  Warre, 
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bart.  18  daljr  elected  a  bargess  to  serve  io  this  present 
parliament,  for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  in  the  county 
of  Somerset,  it  paased  in  the  negative. 

The  like  question  being  put,  with  respect  to  Henry 
Portman,  esq.  it  also  passed  in  the  negative/ 

Resolved,  that  William  Pynsent,  esq.  is  duly  elected 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament,  for  the  said  borougli 
of  Taunton. 

Resolved,  that  James  Smith,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament,  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton* 

Ordered,  that  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do  attend  this 
liouse  to-morrow  morning,  to  amend  the  return  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  by 
razing  out  the  names  of  sir  Francis  Warre,  bart.  and 
Henry  Portman,  esq.  and  inserting  the  names  of 
William  Pynsent,  esq.  and  James  Smith,  esq.* 

The  parliament,  to  which  these  gentlemen  were 
thus,  in  consequence  of  their  petition,  returned,  render- 
ed itself  remarkable  in  the  English  history ;  for, 
being  elected  to  sit  three,  they  passed  an  act  to  con- 
tinue their  seats  for  seven  years.  This  has  been  thought 
a  violation  of  the  constitntion,  and  a  stretch,  if  not 

'  Oa  each  question  the  house  dWided,  and  the  noes  went  forth.  On 
the  first  question,  the  tellers  for  the  yeas  were  Mr.  Elford  and  Mr. 
IMt,  thirty.two.  Tellers  for  the  noes,  lord  William  Poulett  and 
Mr.  linshiil!,  sev«iitj«two.  Ob  the  second  qvestioDy  the  tellers  for 
the  yeas  were  the  earl  of  Hertford  and  Mr.  Trelawny,  thirty-one* 
Tellers  for  the  noes,  Mr.  Yonge  and  Mr.  Drake,  sixty. nine.    T. 

*  The  copy^  of  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
determsmitions  of  th/s  honourable  House  of  Commons  concerning 
decUons,  communicated  by  Mr.  Norrts.    T* 
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a  breach,  of  tbe  trust  invetfted  in  them ;  the  effect 
of  which  has  been*  perhaps,  to  increase  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  to  render  a  seat  in  parliament,  in  pro- 
portion as  it  lengthens  the  term  of  enjoyment,  a  more 
important  object  of  acouisition. 

General  Election,  1722. 
The  dissolution  of  the  first  septennial  parUament 
was  followed  with  a  new  contest.  The  candidates 
were  George  Dean,  esq.  of  Pyrland,  and  Goodenoogh 
Earle,  esq.  of  Barton,  near  Taunton ;  James  Smith,  esq. 
the  late  sitting  member,  and  John  Trenchard,  esq.  of 
Dorsetshire.  The  numbers  that  voted  at  the  election, 
according  to  tbe  mayor's  books,  were. 

For  Mr.  Trenchard,     432  I  Mr.  Dean,       .    .    295 
Mr.  Smith,      -    432  |  Mr.  Earle,      .    -    289 

Mr.  Trenchard  and  Mr.  Smith,  according  to*  this 
statement  of  the  poll,  were  returned  representatiTes 
for  tbe  borough.  The  other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Dean  and 
Mr.  Earle,  demanded  a  scrutiny,  which  was  refused. 
They  then  petitioned  the  house,  complaining  of  the 
partiality  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  body  corporate ; 
professing  to  disqualify  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the 
sitting  members'  votes,  and  to  add  to  their  own  poll 
sixty-six  persons,  whose  votes  had  been  refused  by  the 
mayor.*  But  the  petition  did  not  come  to  a  hearing, 
and  the  gentlemen  returned  kept  their  seats* 

Mr.  Trenchard,  descended  from  an  ancient  and 

■  Tb«  case  of  tke  Tavnton   petitioners,    oonmiuucaled  bj 
Mr.  Waj.     T. 
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wealthy  family  of  Boxworth,  in  the  county  of  Dorset, 
was  the  SOD  of  sir  John  Trenchard,  secretary  of  state 
to  William  III.  He  was  born  in  1660.  He  was 
deigned  for  the  law,  and  applied  himself  with  great 
diligence  to  his  proper  studies,  till  he  was  called  to  the 
bar.  He  soon  laid  aside  his  profession,  but  gained 
great  eminence  of  character,  by  his  political  writings 
and  patriotic  conduct.  In  1608,  assisted  by  Mr* 
Moyle/  he  published  a  remarkable  pamphlet,  entitled, 
'^  An  Argument  shewing  that  a  Standing  Army  is  in- 
consistent with  a  free  Government ;  and  absolutely  de- 
structive to  the  Constitution  of  the  English  Monarchy.'' 
This  argument  was  further  enforced  by  **  A  short 
History  of  Standing  Armies  in  England.''  These 
pieces  attracted  attention,  and,  by  the  conviction  they 
carried  with  them,  contributed  greatly  to  the  procuring 
of  a  majority  in  parliament,  which  obliged  the  king, 
though  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  to  send  home  his 
Dutch  guards,  and  reduce  the  army  to  a  moderate 
standard.  Several  occasional  pamphlets^  as  various 
state  occurrences  arose,  came  from  his  pen,  and  met 
with  a  respectful  reception  from  the  public.  But 
his  two  most  distinguished  works  were  his  ''  Cato^s 
Letters,'*  and  '*  The  Independent  Whig."  The  object 
at  which  the  former  pointed  was  the  administration  in 

'  Mr.  Mojle,  the  son  of  sir  Walter  Moyle,  was  bom  at  hit 
father's  seat,  near  Loo,  in  Cornwail,  1672,  and  died  in  1720.  Ho 
wu  a  gentleman  of  a  very  amiable  prirate  character,  and  possessed 
of  many  excellent  virtues :  he  had  the  canse  of  ci? il  and  religions 
liberty  so  much  at  heart,  that  he  nerer  omitted  any  fair  opportunity 
of  oootributiog  to  its  support.  His  learning  was  deep  and  ezten. 
tire,  and  his  literary  reputetion  was  great,  abroad,  as  well  as  al 
home.^BrUUh  Biography^  toL  fiii.  p.  308, 320.    T. 
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state ;  the  latter  was  directed  ag^ainst  the  hierarchy  of 
the  church.    They  both  made  their  appearance  ia  the 
year  1720.  The  former,  after  Mr.  Trenchard^s  death, 
were  collected  together,  and  published  under  the  title 
of  **  Cato*s  Letters ;  or  Essays  on  Liberty,  civil  and 
religious,  and  other  important  Subjects:**  in  4  %ohiaiefl 
12mo.     The  editor,  in  his  preface,  recommends  them 
to  the  public,  as  containing  impartial  lessons  of  liberty 
and  virtue,  that  will  at  all  times  be  found  seasotiable 
and  useful.      Many   papers  of  **  The  Independent 
Whig'*  were  written  at  Fluke-house,  Taunton,  while 
Mr.  Trenchard  was  there  on  the  business  of  his  election. 
They  also,  after  his  decease,  were  collected  together 
and  continued  by  his  associate,  Mr.  Gordon,  a  native 
of  North-Britain ;  whom  Mr.  Trenchard  first  todc 
into  his  house  as  his  amanuensis  ;  and  with  whom  he 
became  united  by  the  closest  ties  of  friendship,  by  a 
kindred  spirit,  by  similar  studies,  and  united  labours.* 
Mr.  Trenchard,  while  he  sat  in  the  house,  was  a 
leading  member ;   but  he  wore  out  the  springs  of  Kfe 
by  in  tenseness  of  mind  and  close  study  ;  for  he  died  in 
the  5dth  year  of  his  age,  on  the  16th  of  December, 
1723.     The  excellent  virtues,  which  his  private  life 
displayed,  were  united  to  an  ardent  concern  for  the 

'  Mr.  Gordon  was  editor  of  the  following  works :  <^  A  Cordial 
for  low  Spirits,''  in  3  vols.  12mo ;  and  <«  The  Pillars  of  Priestcnft 
and  Orthodoxy  shaken,"  in  3  toIs.  These  haye  beta  since  re. 
published,  and  the  latter  enlarged  into  4  ?ols.  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Bftron.  Mr.  Gordon's  chief  work  was  the  timnslation  of  TmUqs, 
with  additional  discourses.  He  was,  for  many  years,  ftrst  com. 
mlssioner  of  wine  licences :  he  was  twice  married :  his  secoad  with 
was  the  widow  of  his  great  flriend  Mr.  Trenchard.  He  died  176a— 
BrUish  Biography^  toL  tuI.  p.  MS,  MS.  note.    T. 
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imterest  of  mankiod,  and  of  the  Britiab  nattoD  and 
f^orarnmeot*  His  nan^e  is  handed  down,  in  the  pageii 
of  biography,  as  that  of  '*  one  of  the  worthiest,  one  of 
the  ablest,  one  of  the  most  useful  men  that  ever  adorned 
and  blest  his  country :  his  abilities  were  extraordinary^ 
his  virtues  eoEiinent,  and  fais  failings  few  and  inconsi* 
derable/'* 

The  town  of  Taunton  enjoyed  the  honour  and 
aenriees  of  such  a  representative,  as  we  have  seen,  only 
for  a  very  short  time ;  and  soon  found  itself  involved 
•gain  in  the  evils  and  feuds  of  an  election  contest*  On 
liis  decease,  GeorgeDean,  esq.  and  Abraham  Elton,  esq* 
stood  candidates  for  the  boroogh.  On  which  occasion 
there  were  two  returns ;  one  executed  by  the  mayor,, 
in  &vour  of  Abraham  Elton,  esq.  the  other,  by  the 
constables  and  bailifis,  and  several  of  the  inhabitants|, 
iu  favour  of  George  Dean,  esq*  This  last  was  tendered 
to  Walter  Robinson,  esq.  high  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Somerset,  who  r^sed  to  accept  the  same,  but  accepted 
and  executed  the  indenture  of  return  offered  by  the 
mayor.* 

General  Eketiom,  1741. 

The  two  succeeding  elections  of  1727  and  17S4, 
by  a  coalition  of  parties,  were  peaceable.  But  the 
violence  of  party,  or  the  views  of  interest,  or  both, 
threw  the  town  into  tumult  and  confusion,  at  th« 
general  election  of  1741 ;  when  sir  John  Chapman, 
of  London,  baronet,  and  John  Busk,  of  Bideford,  esq. 
w«e  elected,  in  opposition  to  Francis  Fane^  esq.  the 

'  BriftiA  Biography,  vok  tiU.  p.  Ml— S0O.  9fo.    T. 
*  The  constables'  petition  to  the  Commons  of  Grei^t  Biilain^ 
■aaicatod  by  Mr.  Wiiy.    T. 
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representative  in  the  two  precediogr  parliaments,  aad 
Joshua  Iremonger,  of  London,  esq.  who  was  a  gentk- 
man  of  established  reputation  for  virtue,  and  a  atrid 
regard  to  religion.'  But  the  virtues  which  form  the 
private  character,  and  the  integrity  which  distinguishei 
the  member  of  parliament,  have  frequently  too  little 
weight  in  turning  the  scale  of  elections. 
General  Ekdum^  1754. 

The  parliamentary  history  of  Taunton  presents  a 
period  of  unanimity  from  1741  to  1754.  The  genend 
election  in  the  latter  year  was  conducted  oo  the  prio* 
ciples  of  a  coalition.  John  Ualliday,  esq.  one  of  the 
representatives  then  chosen,  had  but  a  very  iramnent 
enjoyment  of  his  new  dignity.  His  friends  had  formed 
great  expectations  from  the  knowledge,  experience 
and  integrity,  with  which  he  had,  for  many  years,  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  one  honourable  and  useful  office  in 
the  nation ;  and  promised  themselves  that  he  would  have 
carried  into  a  higher  and  more  extensive  sphere  the 
same  activity  of  mind,  and  the  same  firm  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  religion  and  liberty,  which  he  had 
manifested  in  a  former  post.  But  death  disappointed 
their  hopes,  and  buried  his  rising  honours  in  darkness. 
He  was  returned  the  15th  of  April,  and  died  on  the 
9th  of  June  following,  without  having  taken  his  seat 
in  the  house.* 

The  death  of  Mr.  Halliday  was  followed  by  one  of 
the  most  severe  contests  that  ever  disturbed  a  town. 
The  parliament  being  prorogued,  when  Mr.  Halliday 

'  Dr.  Haglies'i  Fanenl  Sermon  for  Mrs.  Iremoogery  VtUy 
P-Sr,  68.    T. 
*  Dr.  Amory'i  Faaend  Sermoa  for  John  HsUidsy^  eiq.  p.  SSt  T. 
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died,  a  new  writ  was  not  issned,  till  the  time  of  its  meet- 
ing  in  winter.  But  two  gentlemen  soon  declaring  them- 
selves as  candidates  to  represent  the  borough,  the  oppo- 
sition was  supported  with  spirit  for  about  half  a  year;  a 
space  of  time  which  gave  full  scope  for  the  display  of 
every  manoeuvre,  and  the  exertion  of  every  power,  by 
which  the  parties  could  counteract  each  other's  views. 
The  houses  of  entertainment  were  kept  open  during  all 
this  time;  by  which  enormous  expenses  were  incurred ; 
habits  of  idleness  and  licentiousness  were  formed,  to 
the  great  injury  of  families,  and  of  the  woollen  manu- 
factory of  the  town,  (for  orders  could  not  be  executed, 
but  were  returned ;)  and  the  passions  on  each  side  were 
inflamed  to  that  degree,  that  the  election  did   not 
terminate  without  blood,  and  the  loss  of  several  lives. 
The  candidate  whom  the  country  party  supported  was 
sir  John  Pole,  bart.  of  Shute,  in  the  county  of  Devon : 
the  gentleman  to  whom  the  court  party  was  attached 
was  first  Robert  Webb,  esq.  a  representative  in  a 
former  parliament ;  and  on  his  declining  the  contest, 
they  took  up  Robert  Maxwell,  esq.  (afterwards  earl 
of  Farnham,)  who  was  returned ;  but  so  great  was  the 
rage  of  a  disappointed  mob,  that  he  was  carried  from  the 
poll  to  his  lodgings,  at  the  great  risk  of  his  life,  which 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  their  violence.     The  mis- 
chiefs of  this  election  left  in  many  minds  a  painful 
remembrance;  and  should  teach  future  generations 
the  evils  of  a  long  and  premature  contest. 
General  Electian,   1768. 
A  like  scene  of  tumult  and  commotion  was  opening 
again  in  the  year  1768.    The  candidates  were  lord 
Farnham  and  lord  Thomond,  in  conjnnction;  and 
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Edward  Willes,  esq.  solicitor-general,  and  Alexander 
Popham,  esq.  Nearly  as  soon  as  the  canvass  vii 
finishedy  Mr.  Willes  was  made  a  judge,  and  to  him 
succeeded,  as  a  candidate,  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.  The 
two  lords,  disgusted  with  some  perfidious  treaimeDt 
thej  had  received,  in  the  desertion  ot  one  of  their  princi* 
pal  friends  and  managers,  retired  from  the  contest, 
and  left  the  field  to  Mr.  Popham  and  Mr.  Webb ;  whO| 
without  any  other  obstruction  than  a  faint  opposition 
from  sir  William  Yea,  bart.  of  Pyrland,  were  returned 
on  the  18th  of  March. 

Mr.  Popham,  who  now  for  the  first  time  had  a  seat 

in  the  house,  was  of  the  family  of  sir  John  Popham, 

the  eminent  and  upright  lord  chief  justice  of  the  kii^*8 

bendi,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.   The  cause  of 

humanity  owes  him  great  obligations  for  his  share  in 

several  public  acts  of  parliament,  of  a  benevolent 

tendency,  of  which  he  was  the  parent  j  particularly  fox 

two,  both  passed  in  1774 ;  one  for  preserving  the  health 

of  prisoners  in  gaols,  and  the  other,  for  abolishing  the 

fees  that  had  been  taken  from  prisoners  acquitted,  or 

discharged  by  proclamation  for  want  of  prosecution; 

who,  by  law,  are  presumed  to  be  innocent,  and  are  there* 

fore,  under  the  protection  and  provision  of  this  act, 

immediately  set  free  on  such  acquittal  or  discharge. 

There  was  a  singular  circumstance  attending  these 

benevolent  statutes ;  whicli  was^  that  Mr.  Popham  had 

occasion  to  call  the  late  Mr.  Howard  to  the  bar  of  the 

house,  to  prove  the  state  and  condition  of  the  gaols, 

which  he  had  then  visited  b  his  neighbourhood»in  order 

to  shew  the  necessity  of  the  regidations  recommended 

taparliamoiit.  ThiSf  first  introduced  that  pbilanUiropist 
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to  public  notice,  who  received  the  thanks  of  the  house 
for  his  extraordinary  hnmanity;  which  encouraged 
him  to  proceed  in  his  humane  exertions,  and  to  carry 
his  enquiries  into  the  /State  of  gaols,  to  the  wonder- 
ful extent  to  which  he  afterwards  pursued  them. 

To  Mr.  Popham  also  the  alms-men  of  Mr.  Huish's 
charity  were  indebted  for  the  advance  of  their  weekly 
allowance  to  two  shillings  and  eight-pence  per  w^ek, 
the  original  appointment  of  the  founder,  from  two 
shillings  to  which  it  had  fallen;  as  are  all  the  felons  in 
the  different  prisons  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  for 
the  addition  of  one  penny  a  day  to  the  gaol  allowance, 
which  originated  from  a  motion  made  by  him  when 
chairman  of  the  quarter-sessions  at  Bruton,  in  1783. 
General  Election^  1774. 

At  the  next  election,  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.  offered 
himself  in  conjunction  with  Edward  Stratford,  esq. 
under  the  countenance  of  the  prime  minister  (who  was 
the  recorder  of  the  town,)  and  with  the  support  of  the 
corporation :  on  the  other  side,  Alexander  Popham,  esq. 
and  John  Halliday,  esq.  appeared  as  candidates:  which 
opposition  drew  on  a  serious  and  expensive  contest, 
the  final  decision  of  which  received  the  award  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  proceed- 
ings relating  to  this  election  are  too  interesting  to  be 
passed  over  without  a  minute  detail 

Nathaniel  Webb  and  Edward  Stratford,  esqrs.  were 
returned  representatives  of  the  borough,  the  18th  of 
October,  1774;  against  which  return  Alexander  Pop« 
ham  and  John  Halliday,  esqrs.  and  several  electors  of 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  lodged  a  petition  with  the 
honoivnlble  Hodse  of  CommoaB,   On  Friday  the  24th 
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of  Febraary,  1775,  the  committee  was  chosen,*  ud 
OD  Saturday  the  25th  of  February  it  met ;  when  the 
petitions  were  read,  setting'  forth,* 

'  The  committee  oonsisted  of  die  foUowing  gentlemeo : 
Frederic  Montegne,  eiq.  chairman,^ 
Sir  James  Pennyman,  bart.  <-    • 
Abel  Smith,  esq.    .    .    •    •    • 
Heibert  Mackworth,  esq.      .    • 
Hon.  Charlei  Manham,  ... 
Sir  Watkin  Williami  Wjnoe,  bart 
Beaumont  Hotlwm,  esq.  ... 
Sir  Henrj  Bridgemao,  bart.  .    • 
Francis  Anneslej,  esq,    •    .    • 
Sir  William  Bagot,  bart.        -    • 
Christopher  Griffith,  esq.    '  .    . 
Jacob  Wilkinson,  esq.     «... 
Anthony  James  Keck,  esq.  .    . 

Nominees. 

Of  the  petUiimeri. 
Hon.  Thomas  Howard,    .    .    . 

Of  the  iitiing  members. 
Viscount  Lisbume,     .... 


"Higham-Ferrers. 
Befcrley. 

Aidborongh,  Yorkshire. 
Cardiff. 
Kent 

Denbighshire. 
Wigan. 
Wenlock. 
Reading. 
Staffordshire. 
Berkshire. 
Berwick. 
Newton,  Lancashire. 


s 


^r^ 


St.  MichaeL 


Cardiganshire. 


Counsel. 
For  the  petitioners.  I         For  the  sitting  members. 

Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Morris.        I    Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  Hotchkia. 

*  The  petitions  also  brought  forward  some  special  charges  agaiait 
the  mayor,namel7.  That,  as  returning  officer,he  had  procured  himself 
to  l>e  appointed  major,  to  answer  eiection  purposes,  and  had,  fnua 
unnecessarj  adjournments,  protracted  the  poll  from  the  lOth  of 
October,  when  it  b^gan,  to  the  18th. 

It  was  admitted,  by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  tiiat  tiie  mayor 
was  Icigally  elected ;  but  a  great  deal  of  e? idence  was  gone  into,  to 
shew  that  he  was  not  ad? anced  to  the  mayoraitj  in  regular  roiaiiom^ 
but  had  got  into  the  office  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  sitting  members,  and  had  acted  as  the  petitions  stated,  at  the 
dection. 

After  a  considerable  time  liad  been  spent  in  hearing  thii  sort  of 


BtSTORT  OJB<  I'AtTNTON.  3S3 

*'  That  the  mayor  had  rejected  many  legal  votes, 
^hich  were  tendered  for  the  petitioners,  and  admitted 
many  illegal  votes  for  the  sitting  members : 

**  That  the  petitioners  were  duly  elected,  by  a  great 
majority  of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned : 

**  That  the  sitting  members  previous  to,  and  during, 
the  election,  were  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  by 
themselves  and  agents. 

The  last  determination  of  the  right  of  election  in 
Taunton,  28th  July,  1716,'  proves,  that  in  the  borough 
of  Taunton  there  is  a  clear  distinction  between  alms 
and  charity ;  which  was  admitted  by  the  counsel  on 
both  sides.  ''  Alms'*  means  parochial  collection,  or 
parish  relief:  ''  Charity"  signifies  sums  arising  from 
the  revenue  of  certain  specific  funds,  which  have  been 
established,  or  bequeathed,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  poor. 

It  was  agreed  on  both  sides^  according  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  house,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1715, 

erideace,  the  chtirmsn,  by  the  direction  of  the  committee,  atked 
tiie  counid,  whether  they  wished  to  Isj  such  a  charge  against  the 
retvraing  officer,  as  might  induce  the  committee  to  report  jpecAi//^ 
against  him ;  or  whether  they  intended  to  affect  the  nnml»ers  on  the 
poll,  by  any  nadne  act  or  acts  of  the  retnming  officer.  The  answer 
to  both  questions  was  in  the  negatire.  They  said,  they  only  meant 
to  gtf€  9L  general  idea  of  his  partiality.  The  committee,  therefore, 
neither  acquitted,  nor  condemned  the  returning  officer ;  but  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  enquiry  into  his  conduct  was  not  necessary  to 
the  decision  of  the  merits  of  the  election,  and  consequently  toahtd 
such  enquiry.  Douglas's  History  of  the  Cases  of  ControTerted 
JElecfions,  vol.  I.  p.  3C7-*369.  T. 
*  See  page  319. 
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on  the  petition  then  before  it^  <*  That  neither  ahns  nor 
charity  disqualify  an  elector  in  Taanton,  unless  they 
hare  been  received  within  a  year  before  the  election/' 

It  ^a«  agreed,  that  a  pol^waller^  is  a  pera<m  who 
furnishes  his  own  diet,  whether  he  be  a  housekeeper, 
or  only  a  lodger. 

And  it  was  agreed,  that,  to  be  a  pot*waller,  qualified 
to  vote  at  Taunton«  it  has  been  always  understood,  both 
before  and  since  the  determination,  in  17 15,  That  socb 
person  must  have  a  tegal  parochial  settlement  ta  the 
horo^h*  The  counsel  for  the  sitting  mehibers  thought^ 
that  gentlemen  of  fortune  were  excepted  out  of  this 
rule ;  but  tliere  does  not  seem  to  be  any  prininple  on 
which  such  a  distinction  can  be  suj^rted. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  said,  that  the  joor- 
nak  of  the  house  have  recognised,  that  i^igtwalioey 
caanot  be  pot-wallers  qualified  to  vote. 

*  Before.the  reformation  there  was  in  e?ery  parish  a  chorcii- 
house,  to  which  belonged  spits,  pots,  crocks,  kc.  for  dressing  pro. 
visions.  Here  the  housekeepers  met,  and  were  merrj,  and  gafe 
their  charity.  See  Holt's  Characters  of  the  Kings  and  Qaeens  of 
Es^lsnd,  vol.  ii.  p.  180.  Querj,  whether  thb  custom  docs  net 
point  out  die  origin  and  the  precise  idea  of  the  political  diatinctioa 
of  lank  implied  by  the  word  poUwaller.  By  this  custom  it  becuie 
a  visible  charaeteristic  of  a  specific  ability  and  independence  attndied 
to  iiiose  who  furnished  their  own  ptoTisioiis ;  in  oppositlen  to  those 
who  eat  of  the  food  of  others  as  servants,  or  partook  of  it  as  bene- 
ficiaries. The  custom  probably  arose  from  the  scarcity  of  cUmMys, 
Si  houses  were  built  with  oaly  one  fire-place.  In  early  times  tikis 
distioction  might  carry  great  wdght  and  respect  in  it,  od  acooaat 
Uf  the  scarcity  of  iMMiey  and  the  prevalence  of  a  state  of  viUaoafe, 
"trideh  would  render  a  gift  of  Ttctnals  a  yaluable  kind  of  alms,  and 
make  a  power  of  providing  their  own  table'to  be  cbnsideied  as  a 
degree  of  opulence.    T. 
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The  nambers  on  tbe  poll,  as  produced  by  the  return* 
ing*  officer,  were  as  follow : — 

For  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.       ...     260 

Hon.  Edward  Stratford,       -    -    240 

John  Halliday,  esq.    -     -    *     -    202 

Alexander  Popham,  esq.       -    -    201 

The  coansel  for  the  petitioners  proposed  to  disqualify 

of  the  voters  for  the  sitting  members. 

As  haring  received  the  town  charity,     -  114 

the  churchwardens'  charity,  -      2 

Chelsea  pensioners  •-.-.--      3 
Not  having  settlements  in  Taunton  -    -     19 
Not  answering  the  definition  of  pot- 
wallers       .-..-....    15  or  16 

Certificate«men  .........      2  or   3 

Apprentices       .«-•....      2 

Bribery  agents  ........      2 

Total  -  150 
If  they  succeeded  in  this,  they  said  there  woidd  be 
a  clear  majority  for  the  petitioners ;  but  that,  at  all 
events,  for  they  did  not  foresee  what  objections  there 
might  be  to  their  own  votes,  they  would  prove  the 
charge  of  bribery  so  directly  and  palpably,  as  to 
disqualify  the  sitting  members  and  make  the  election 
void  as  to  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  it  was  settled,  that 
Ckebea  pentixmers  wighl  vote. 

Posterior  to  the  determination  in  1716,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  same  cause,  it  was  made  an  objection  to 
certain  voters,  that  they  were  certificate-men.  From 
4fais  circumstance  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Halliday  and 
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Mr.  Popham  inferred,  that  it  was  understoody  at  that 
time,  that  such  persons  were  not  entitled  to  vote;  and 
after  some  argument,  it  was  agreed  by  the  coansd  for 
the  sitting  members,  that,  by  the  kx  lodf  ceriifieati- 
men  can»iOi  vale  for  thii  hanmgh. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  endeavoured 
to  prove  fraud  in  the  distribution  of  the  charities,  with 
a  view  to  election  purposes;  and  they  brought  witnesses 
to  impeach  the  credit  of  those  who  had  given  positive 
evidence  of  bribery,   by  the  agents  of  the  sitting 
members. 

On  their  part  they  proposed  to  disqualify  of  the 
votes  for  the  petitioners, 

On  account  of  the  town  andMeredith*s  charities    2 
As  having  received  alms,  and  the  town  charity    1 
On  account  of  the  town  charity,  and  having  no 
settlement       .....^....7 

As  having  received  the  town  charity,  though 
their  names  were  not  entered  in  the  constable's 
book,  who  is  the  person  appointed  to  distribute 
that  charity     ----------3 

As  being  the  turnpike-man     ......    1 

As  having  no  settlement  -..^.--7 
As  not  answering  the  definition  of  pot-wallers  7 
As  certificate*men    •.....-•.3 

Total    -  31 
They  also  endeavoured  to  prove  bribery  on  the 

petitioners. 

The  cause  lasted  from  the  24th  of  February  to  the 

19th  of  March.    On  the  latter  day,  the  committee,  by 

their  chairman,  informed  the  bouse,  that  they  had 

determined ; 
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^  That  John  Halliday,  esq.  and  Alexander  Popham, 
esq.  were  daly  elected,  and  oaght  to  have  been 
retomed/" 

This  determination  gpave  great  4Mti8faction  to  the 
country,  as  well  as  to  that  portion  of  the  electors,  who 
had  asserted  their  own  privileges  against  the  combined 
inflaence  of  the  minister  and  the  corporation.  On  the 
18th  of  March,  Mr.  Halliday  and  Mr.  Popham  made 
their  public  entry  into  Taunton,  accompanied  by  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen,  forming  a  cavalcade  of 
nearly  a  thousand  horse  and  many  coaches.  They 
alighted  at  the  bottom  of  the  parade,  and  walked 
under  a  triumphal  arch  up  to  the  market*house,  where 
an  entertainment  was  provided  in  the  assembly-room : 
the  day  was  spent  with  great  joy  and  conviviality,* 
and  concluded  with  a  crowded  ball  and  a  general 
illumination. 

The  occasion  indeed  was  singular,  and  the  grounds 
of  joy,  considered  in  a  constitutional  view,  just ;  and 
to  the  members,  and  those  other  gentlemen,'  who, 
animated  by  patriotic  principles,  were  particularly 
active  in  supporting  the  petition,  public  gratitude  was 
due  for  their  exertions  at  that  season. 

This  election  brought  after  it  serious  consequences. 
It  was  followed  by  various  actions  for  bribery ;  and 

'  DoQglat^i  Historj  of  the  Cases  of  Controverted  Elections,  rol.  i. 
p.  36<l— 375.    T. 

*  From  a  memonudam  communioated  hj  Mr.  Norris.    T. 

'  Posterity  slionld  know  their  nsmes :  amongst  others  Mr.  John 
Norman,  Mr.  Josq)h  Mdhnish,  Mr.  John  Clitsome,  grocer,  Mr. 
Joseph  Jefries,  Mr.  Lake  Noble,  and  Mr.  John  Noble,  will  be 
psrtiailarly  remembered,  for  their  rigour  and  seal  in  the  pnblic 
caaas,  at  that  time.    T. 
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the  mayor,  at  the  suit  of  each  member^  wanprosecatej 
for  a  false  return  :  on  one  he  was  acquitted,  and  on  the 
other  convicted.  Ue  was  also  convicted  on  an  actiooy 
for  refusing  the  vote  of  a  reputable  housekeeper,  who 
at  the  time  was  also  churchwarden,  on  the  plea  of 
having  before  admitted  to  poll  a  partner  in  the  same 
house,  and  having  laid  it  down  as  a  role,  to  receive 
only  one  vote  out  of  the  same  house.  Such  actions  must 
be  considered  as  importaot,  because  they  tend  to 
guard  the  invaluable  righta  of  ekction,  and  teach  a 
lesson  of  great  caution  aad  iQipartiality  to  retuming 
officer!. 

At  the  general  dactioo  ia  1780,  the  candidates 
were  Alexander  Pcq[ihaai^  e»}.  John  Halliday,  esq. 
and  John  Roberts,  esqi.  afterwards  major^genend 
Robwta,  w1m»  liad  been  the  mayor  in  1774.  Mn 
Popham  declining  to  stand  the  poll,  the  other  two 
gentlemen  were  t>f  course  returned. 

In  1782,  the  death  of  general  Roberts  brought  on 
another  election,  when  sir  James  Langham,  bart 
and  Mr.  (afterwards  sir  Benjamin)  Uammet,  ofiTered 
themselves  to  repreaeut  the  borough,  and  the  latter 
was  elected. 

In  1784,  a  sudden  dissolution  of  parliament  renewed 
the  struggles  of  electioneering.  The  candidates  were 
Alexander  Popham,  esq,  Benjamin  Hammet,  esq. 
and  John  Halliday,  esq.  The  last  of  these  gentlemen 
now  judging  fit  to  retire  before  the  poll  eomrneneed, 
the  other  two  were  declared  duly  elected,  and  resom^ 
their  seats  in  the  house. 

General  Election^  1790. 

The  dissolution  of  parliament  in  1790  brought  on. 
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with  a  new  election,  a  spirited  contest.  The  candi- 
dates were,  on  one  side,  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  and 
Alexander  Popham,  esq.  the  representatives  of  the 
town  in  the  preceding  parliament ;  and  on  the  other 
side,  John  Halliday  and  William  Moreland,  esqrs. 
The  poll  opened  on  June  the  28th,  1700,  and  did  not 
close  till  the  13th  of  July,  having  lasted  fourteen  days, 
and  having  been  carried  on,  by  the  mayor,  with  unre* 
mitting  assiduity,  for  every  day,  except  Sundays,  from 
nine  in  the  morning  till  seven  o'clock,  or  later,  in  the 
evening.  At  the  final  close,  the  numbers  were  found 
to  be, 

For  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet,     S91 
Alexander  Popham,  esq.    267 
John  Halliday,  esq.  «    -    239 
William  Moreland,  esq.      183 
Upon  which,  the  first  two  gentlemen  were  declared 
duly  elected.  The  contest,  however,  did  not  terminate 
here ;  but  was  resumed,  and  followed  up  by  petitions, 
lodged  with  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  first  of 
December ;  one  from  the  unsuccessful  candidates,  and 
the  other  from  six  electors,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  for  the  borough.     On  the  4th  of 
December,  an  order  was  made,  for  taking  the  said 
petitions  into  consideration  on  Thursday  the  24th  of 
February,   1791.      On  the   16th  of  December,  the 
speaker  acquainted  the  house,  that  the  petitioners,  the 
candidates  and  electors,  had  not,  nor  had  either  of 
them,  entered  into  a  recognizance  in  respect  of  such 
petitions,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  the 
20th  Geo.  III.  entitled,    ''  An  Act  for  the  further 
regalatioa  of  the  trials  of  controverted  elections,  or 
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returns  of  memliers  to  serve  id  parliament/*  Vpd^ 
this,  the  said  act,  on  a  motioD  of  the  house,  was  reaidi 
and  the  orders  for  taking  the  same  petitions  into 
consideration  were  discharged.* 

A  short  time  previously  to  the  general  election  id 
1706,  Mr.  Popham  addr^sed  his  constituents,  inform- 
ing them  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oflTer  himself 
again,  as  one  of  their  representatives,  on  which,  sir 
Benjamin  Hammet,  knt  William  Moreland,  and 
Walter  Boyd,  esqrs.  stood  forward  as  candidates,  and 
canvassed  the  borough  j  butbefonethedayofelectton, 
Mr.  Boyd  retired,  and  the  other  two  gentlemea  were 
returned  as  duly  elected. 

^General  ElectiM,  1802. 

Parliament  having  been  dissolved  on  the  29th  of 
June,  1802,  and  a  new  one  summoned  to  meet  on  the 
31st  of  August  foUowmg,  the  sheriflTs  precept  for  the 
election  of  members  for  Taunton  arrived  on  Thursday 
the  first  of  July,  which  was  indorsed  by  the  bailiffi  and 
constables,  and  proclamation  made  the  next  day,  fixing 
the  election  to  commence  on  Tuesday  the  6th  of  that 
month. 

On  this  occasion  the  candidates  were  John  Ham- 
met,  esq.  William  Moreland,  esq.  and  Robert  Robinson, 
esq. 

This  election  proved  of  great  importance  in  settling 
the  disputed  question  as  to  the  right  of  exercising  the 
duties  of  returning  ofiicer  for  this  borough.  In  con« 
sequence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation^  and 
there  being  no  mayor,  Mr.  Robinson,  and  his  1^^ 
advisers,  contended  that  Mr.  Hammet,  who  held, 

'  From  the  Toto  of  the  house,  for  the  16th  of  Decenbsr^  1790. 


HZSTOKT  OF  TATTNTOK.  341 

tmder  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  lord  of  the  manor  ef 
Taunton  and  Tannton-Dean,  the  office  of  one  of  the 
patent  baiUffitof  thesaid  aaanor,  waa-tbe  legvA  retura- 
ingf  officer  of  the  borough,  and  therefore  ineligible  to 
atand  as  a  candidate  at  this  election.  That  the  reader 
may  the  better  ouderstand  the  nature  of  this  contest, 
the  proceedmgs  will  be  detailed  at  some  length. 

Tuesday,  Jaly  6th,  1802,  the  candidates  and  their 
friends  being  seated  on  the  hustings,  proclamation  was 
made  for  silence.  The  precept  was  then  read,  which 
was  in  the  following  form  : — 

"  To  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses,  the 
bailiffs,  portreeves,  and  constables*,  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  9lc.^* 

This  precept  was  indorsed  by  Thomas^  Woodforde 
and  Charles  Cox,  bailiffs^  and  John  Hill  and  John 
Coles,  constables ;  all*  these  officers»having  been  chosen 
by  a  jury,  in  the  lord  of  of  the  manor's  court-leet. 

The  act  of  the  2d  of  Geo.  cap;  24.  against  bribery, 
having  been  read,  the  bailifis-  and  constables,  and 
William  Saunders,  who  claimed  to  be  the  returning 
officer  of  this>  borough,  in  right  of  his>  having  been  a 
member  of  the  former  corporate  body,  took  the  oath 
required  by  that  act  ta  be  taken  by  returning  officers^ 
which  was  administered  to-  them  by  James  Coles,,  esq. 
a  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Somerset. 

The  above*mentioned  five  persons^  ckimiag  to  be 
the  returning  officers  of  the  bovougb  of  Taunton,  then 
chose  John  Brickdale,  esq.  for  their  assessor. 

The  several  candidates  were  next  proposedby  their, 
respective  friends,  after  which  a  shew  of  bands  waa 
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called  for,  and  Mr.  Woodforde,  the  senior  bailiff 
choaen  in  the  court*leet,  declared  the  same  to  be  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Moreland  and  Mr.  Hammet.  A  poll 
wa8  then  demanded  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
after  wiiich,  the  agent  of  that  gentleman  delivered  to 
the  assessor  the  following  notice : — 

**  To  the  returning  officer  or  officers  of  the  borongh 
of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

''  I  request  you  to  nominate  and  appoint  two  or 
more  persons,  to  administer  the  oaths  of  allegiance, 
supremacy,  the  declaration  of  fidelity,  the  oath  of 
abjuration,  and  the  declaration  or  affirmation  now 
required  by  law  to  be  taken,  made,  or  subscribed  by 
voters,  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
and  to  certify  the  names  of  the  respective  electon, 
who  shall  take  such  oaths,  or  subscribe  and  make  such 
declaration  or  affirmation,  respectively. 

Witness  my  hand  this  6th  day  of  July,  1802. 

<<  ROBERT  ROBINSON.^ 

Three  commissioners  were  then  appointed  to  admi- 
nister the  oaths,  and  had  a  room  assigned  them  at  the 
market-house,  where  they  sat  for  that  purpose. 

When^the  first  tally  came  to  the  hustings,  Mr. 
Robinson's  agent,  understanding  that  the  commisnon* 
era  had  not  administered  the  oath  against  bribery  to  the 
eleetors,  insisted  on  that  oath  being  taken  by  each 
voter,  previously  to  his  giving  his  vote ;  wkioh  was 
accordingly  done  by  them  at  the  hustings,  and  they 
were  not  sent  back,  as  by  law  required,  to  take  it 
before  the  commissioners. 

Mn  Meade,  the  agent  for  Mr.  Robinsoo,  aware 
that  Mr.  Hammet  was  one  of  the  patent  baiUfib  of  the 
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%i«faop  of  Winchester,  tendered  to  him,  as  the  jilleged 
legal  retarninjf  officer,  the  first  ten  votes,  at  the  same 
time  saying  that  all  the  votes  he  should  offer  for 
Mr.  Robinson  should  be  considered  as  offered  to  Mr. 
Hamroet;  but  the  latter  gentleman  declined  receiving 
them,  as  it  would  have  been  admitting  his  own  ineligi- 
bility ;  it  having  been  long  ago  decided, "  That  shel-iffs 
«f  oeonties,  mayors,  or  baU^a  of  boroughs,  are  not 
eligible  in  their  respective  juri8diction8,iis  being  retam-^ 
ing  officers  ;"^  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  Jane  2,  1685,  "  No  mayor,  baUr^,  or  other 
officer  of  the  borough,  i»ho  is  a  proper  officer  to  whom 
the  precept  ought  to  be  directed,  is  capable  of  being 
elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  same  borough, 
•f  which  he  is  mayor,  baiUff,  or  officer  at  the  time  of 
the  election.'*   With  respect  to  the  precept,  the  sheriff 
18  bomid,  by  the  statute  of  7th  and  8th  of  WUUam  HI. 
to  deKver  that  document  to  the  proper  officer,  and  no 
•tber.    Mr.  Hammet,  U  was  stated,  was  in  the  town 
of  Taunton  when  the  precept  came,  but  he  did  not 
indorse  it  as  one  of  the  patent  baUiffs  of  the  bishop  of 
Winchester. 

After  this  statement  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Robm- 
M>n's  agent,  the  votes  were  Uken  by  the  five  persons 
elatmiDg  to  be  wtoming  officers,  saving  all  legal 

ebieotioDs.  ™  i.       a. 

Wednesday,  July  7th,  second  day.  Before  Ae 
poU  commenced  this  morning,  Mr.  Smith,  coanMl  for 
Mr.  Hammet,  stated, «  That  Mr.  TbomasWoodfordo, 
M».Chftrle.Cox,Mr.Johft  Hill,  and  Mr.  John  Cote*, 
are  the  retaming  officers^  acting  here  as  such,  and  that 
they  came  to  act  as  such-ThatMr.WilUam  Saondew 
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daims  to  be  rataming  officer  upoD  distinct  groundb— 
And  that  there  ere  fi?e  gentlemen  who  claim  to  he 
retoming  officers.'* 

Mr.  Robinson  gave  the  following  notice  to  those 
five  persons^  and  Mr.  Pell,  his  counsel,  protested  that 
they  were  not  the  legal  retoming  officers  of  the 
borongh  of  Tannton : — 

<<  To  the  retoming  officer  of  the  borough  of  Tmh- 
toUf  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

^^  I  hereby  request  you  to  cause  to  be  administered 
to  all  the  voters*  who  propose,  at  this  election,  to  give 
their  vote  or  votes  to  John  Uammet,  esq.  and  William 
Moreland,  esq.  all  the  oaths  required  by  law  to  be 
taken  by  voters,  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament;  and  also  all  the  declarations  and  affirma- 
tions required  bylaw  to  be  made  by  voters,  at  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament.  And  I  require 
that  the  said  oaths  may  be  administered,  and  the  said 
dedamtions  and  affirmations  taken,  according  to  law. 

'« ROBERT  ROBINSON.'' 
"Dated  7th  July,  1802.- 

A  notice,  exactly  similar  to  the  above,  but  addressed 
to  the  rotuming  officers,  was  also  delivered  by  Mr. 
Pell  to  those  five  persons. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Pell  thus  distinctly  requirsd 
that  the  voters  should  take  the  bribery  oath  according 
to  law,  it  was  still  administered  by  the  poll-clerk  to 
every  voter  at  the  hustings,  as  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  not  before  the  commissioners,  who  aro  empowwsd 
by  the  act  of  the  42d  of  the  king  to  administer  it 
After  Mr.  Morolaiid's  thiid  taUy  had  poUed,  Mr.  PeU 
again  generally  objected  that  the  bribery  oath  was  not 
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property  adminufteredy  and  required  it  to  be  taken 
according  to  law,  and  desired  that  this  objection  might 
apply  to  all  Toters. 

The  polUclerky  however^  still  persisted  in  administer- 
ing the  oath,  and  the  poll  was  kept  open  in  this  manner 
until  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  riot 
took  place  at  the  hustings^  caused  by  a  person,  of  the 
name  of  William  Dean,  striking  one  of  the  voters  in 
Mr.  Hammet's  tally  named  John  Hughes,  in  con- 
sequence  of  Hughes  having  given  Mr.  Robinson,  a 
plumper  or  double  vote.  Upon  which  Mr.  Robinson 
by  the  advice  of  his  counsel,  left  the  hustings  with  his 
friends,  and  refused  to  return  again. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  poll-clerk  made 
several  proclamations,  both  at  the  hustings  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  borough,  that  the  voters  might 
come  forward,  for  that  no  riot  or  disturbance  then 
existed.  Mr.  Pell  then  went  to  the  hustings,  and  said 
Mr.  Robinson's  voters  did  not  feel  they  should  be 
protected,  if  they  came  forward  for  him  any  more  at 
that  place,  after  what  had  just  happened,  and  therefore 
be  (Mr.  Pell)  had  desired  Mr.  Robinson  not  to  return, 
but  to  seek  redress  elsewhere ;  that  Mr.  Robinson 
protested  against  all  further  proceedings,  and  would 
not  appear  ag^in  at  the  hustings.  Mr.  Pell  then 
returned  to  Mr.  Robinson's  committee-room,  and  dreit 
up  a  hand-bill  to  the  following  purport : — 

^  To  the  worthy  and  independent  electors  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton. 

^*  GFentlemen — A  considerable  riot  having  taken 
place  this  afternoon  at  the  hustings,  in  consequence  of 
two  gentlemen  in  Mr.  Hammet's  tally  having  given 
me  their  double  vote^  I  havci  by  the  advice  of  my 
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friends,  absented  myself  from  thepoll,aDd  ha^edecliued 
any  further  attendance  there,  on  this  occasion.  I  there- 
fore beg  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  determined  in  a  legal 
way  to  seek  that  redress  which  the  law  allows,,  both  for 
you  and  myself,  and  the  spirited  independent  men 
whose  privileges  have  this  day  been  so  grossly  violated,, 
and  whose  persons  have  been  so  shamefully  assaulted 
And  I  assure  you,  that,  on  the  first  opportunity  that 
shall  present  itself,  I  again  intend  offering  myself  as  a 
candidate  to  represent  you  in  parliament^  and  do  most 
solemnly  assure  you,  that  if  the  freedom  of  election  had 
not  now  been  interrupted,  I  should  have  continued  at 
the  poll,  as  long  as  any  voters  would  have  polled  for 
me ;  and  I  pledge  myself  to  stand  the  poll  on  any  future 
opportunity,  as  long  as  a  voter  will  offer  for  me,  as  I 
am  fully  confident  of  being  supported  by  a  very  great 
majority  among  you. 

I  am,  gentlemen^ 

Your  much  obliged,  and  very  humble  servant, 
ROBERT  ROBINSON;^ 

««  Taunton,  7th  July,  1802;' 
This  han.d*bill  being  printed  and  circulated,  the  poll 
was  kept  opep  about  half  an  hour  after  Mr.  Pell  left 
the  hustings ;  but  no  person  voted  afterwards  that 
night,  and  the  proceedings  were  adjourned  to  the  next 
morning. 

Thursday,  July  8th,  third  day.-^Previously  to  the 
court  sitting  this  day,  the  poll-clerk  came  to  Mr. 
Robinson*s  committee-room,  and  told  his  agents,  that 
the  returning  officers  were  about  to  open  the  p(^,  and 
desired  Mr.  Robinson's  attendance,  which  he  refiised, 
agreeably  to  the  advice  of  his  xsounsel.  The  poll  was 
kept  open  this  day  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as 
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on  the  former  days,  nntil  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afterooon,  when  the  commissioners,  appointed  to 
administer  the  oaths  to  the  voters,  shut  their  books, 
as  they  had  done  on  the  former  days,  abont  that  time, 
thinking  the  poll  would  be  opened  again  the  next 
morning.  A  little  after  five  o'clock,  the  poll-clerk 
made  a  proclamation,  that  unless  voters  came  forward 
and  polled  within  five  minutes,  the  poll  would  be 
closed.  One  voter  polled  within  the  five  minutes,  and 
the  returning  officers  closed  their  books  within  two 
minutes  after  this  vote  was  taken,  without  making 
another  proclamation  for  vojters  to  come  in,  although 
they  were  told  there  were  a  great  many  voters  to  poll, 
and  that  they  would  come  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
sworn. 

The  poll,  however,  finally  closed  here^  and  Mr. 
Moreland  and  Mr.  Hammet  having  the  majority  of 
votes,  separate  returns  were  made ;  one  by  the  consta- 
bles and  bailifis,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Saunders,  who 
claimed  to  be  the  returning  officer,  in  right  of  having 
been  an  alderman  of  the  late  corporation ;  and  though 
there  were  then  residing  within  the  borough  three  of 
the  capital  burgesses  of  the  former  body  corporate,  not 
the  least  application  was  made  to  them  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  meeting  of  parliament  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  1803,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  and  also  by  certain 
electors  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  complaining  of 
the  undue  election  and  return  of  John  Hammet,  esq. 
and  William  Moreland,  esq.  the  two  sitting  members 
for  this  borough. 

The  allegations  on  which  the  petitioneri  sought  to 
set  aside  this  election  were/       •   - 
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Firtty  that  the  two  retanif  which  were  made,  1h& 
one  by  the  constables  and  the  bailifl^  of  the  boroogfa^ 
(called  in  the  petition  **  sumnioning  baibflb**)  and  the 
other  by  a  man  styling  himself  an  ^*  alderman  of  the  Ule 
corporatioot**  were  neither  of  them  made  by  the  1^^ 
returning  officer}  that  both  returns  were  consequently 
void ;  and  that  the  lego!  returning  officer  far  the  horemgh 
of  Taunion  ia  the  penom  hoUHi^  the  office  of  hail^^ 
wader  a  grant  or  patent  from  the  bishop  of  Wmchetler, 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Secondly,  that  the  bribery  oath  was  not  administenad 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose^  (as 
well  as  to  administer  the  other  oaths)  but  by  the  poll- 
clerk,  who,  it  was  submitted  after  the  passing  of  the 
42d  of  Geo.  111.  had  no  authority  to  administer  it. 

Thirdly,  that  the  persons  assuming  the  office  of 
returning  officer  acted  improperly  in  closing  the  pofl 
in  the  manner  they  did,  as  they  only  gave  five  minutes 
notice  for  the  voters  to  come  in,  though  they  were  uAi 
there  were  upwards  of  forty  who  remained  unpolled^ 
and  at  a  time  too,  when  the  commissioners  for  admini- 
stering the  oaths  had  shut  their  books  for  the  night, 
and  sent  away  voters  till  the  next  morning. 

In  support  of  the  first  allegation,  the  petitioners 
entered  into  a  history  of  the  ancient  elections  of  this 
borough,  and  of  the  persona  who  had  exercised  the 
duties  of  returning  officer.    They  alleged,  first. 

That  in  the  earliest  period  of  the  history  of  par* 
liament,  the  sheriff  made  the  return  for  dties  and 
boroughs,  as  well  as  for  the  county  :-~ 

That  by  the  23d  of  Henry  Vl.  sherifis  first  made 
oul  precepts,  and  the  mayor  or  bailifb  of  the  town 
were  constitiited  the  retmaiag  officer  i~ 
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That  not  any  returning  officer  for  this  borougfi  is 
fonnd  till  the  ISth  of  Edward  IV.  in  which  year 
William  Bodell,  iHiiliff  of  the  town  and  borough  of 
Taunton,  made  the  return  to  the  sheriff: — 

That  in  the  17th  of  Edward  lY.  the  bailiflb  of  the 
borough,  and  four  burgesses,  made  the  return  to  the 
fliieriff: — 

That  the  next  returns  for  this  borough  were  made 
by  the  patent  bailiff,  appointed  by  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  continued  to  be  so  made,  with  the 
interruption  of  about  thirty  years,  until  the  town 
obtained  a  charter ;  from  which  period  the  mayor 
assumed  tfie  duties  of  returning  officer : — 

That  from  the  12th  of  Edward  IV.  to  the  14th  of 
Elizabeth,  the  bailiff,  by  character  or  name,  made  the 
returns  either  separately  or  with  the  burgesses ;  but 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  there 
was  a  non-user  by  the  patent  bailiff  of  his  office  of 
returning  officer,  and  the  common  constables  with  the 
burgesses  usurped  the  right  of  returning  the  members 
for  the  borough,  and  made  four  returns : — 

That  by  this  non-user,  and  by  the  interposition  of  the 
act  of  12th  Cha.  II.  abrogating  feudal  tenures  and 
aome  ancient  offices,  it  is  pretetided  the  patent  bailiff 
is  precluded  from  ever  again  resuming  the  right  with 
which  the  statute  of  23d  Hen.  YI.  expressly  invested 
him: — 

That  in  the  1st  year  of  Charles  I.  the  constables 
were  joined  by  the  bailifis,  chosen  in  the  court*leet^  in 
making  the  return : — 

That  in  the  2d  of  Charles  I.  the  town  obtained  a 
charter,  and  the  mayor,  by  the  23d  of  Henry  YI. 
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became  the  retarning  officer,  and  io  continoed  till 
1792,  whea  the  corporation  was  dissolved : 

That  after  the  dissolation  of  the  corporate  body,  the 
constables  and  bailifis,  chosen  in  the  court-leet,  vnde 
the  return. 

It  was  further  dontended  in  support  of  the  first 
allegation,  that  the  precept  for  this  election  having 
been  directed  ''  To  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bar* 
gesses,  tlie  baiUfflff  portreeves^  and  constables,  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerael^  and 
others  whom  it  may  concern,*'  &c.  and  the  bmU^^ 
being  named  before  the  portreeves  and  constables,  the 
fHitent  bailijff^f  or  the  superior  officer  of  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  was  evidently  meant,  and  not  the  bailifl^ 
chosen  bjr  the  jury  in  the  court-leet,  who  in  the  first  of 
Charles  I.  were  named,  in  the  return  then  made,  after 
the  constables,  and  shews  that  they  were  considered  very 
inferior  officers  even  to  the  portreeves  and  constabks^ 
and  are  not  therefore  to  be  taken  for  the  bailifl^s  alluded 
to  in  the  8heri6rs  precept,  and  ought  to  have  given  a 
receipt  for  such  precept. 

The  petitioners  then  stated,  that  ^'  the  persons  who 
claimed  to  be  the  returning  officers  were  the  bailiffii 
chosen  by  the  jury  in  the  bishop's  court-leet,  and  that 
the  two  constables  were  also  chosen  in  the  said  coQrt-> 
leet,  (one  of  the  candidates  being  the  patent  bailiff  of  the 
bishop:)  that  the  precept  was  delivered  to  them  by 
mistake  instead  of  the  patent  bailifis,  Mr.  Hammet,  who 
was  at  that  time  in  the  town :  that  proclamation  wae 
made  by  the  bailiffs  chosen  in  the  court-leet,  and  tfacj 
alone  indorsed  the  precept ;  but  when  the  election 
came  on,  a  peison  named  William  Saunders^  who  had 
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Tesided  the  preceding^  fifteen  years  at  Bristol  and 
other  places  fifty  miles  distant  from  Taunton,  and 
who  then  held  the  office  of  inspector  of  duties  on 
windows  under  the  crown,  (whieh  disqualified  him 
from  ir^ingf)  appeared  on  the  hustings,  and  claimed 
to  be  a  returning  officer  distinctly,  as  having  been  one 
of  the  aldermen  ^ihe  old  corporation  in  1780,  though 
he  was  not  in  that  office  when  the  corporation  ceased  to 
exist  in  1792,  and  had  never  acted  in  any  corporate 
cbaobcter  since*  In  the  scramble  for  the  office,  every 
penm  who  made  a  claim  fur  it  was  admitted^  and 
these  icve  persons^  the  petitioners  stated,  therefore 
took  opoii  themselves  to  preside  as  the  returning 
officem* 

It  was  fiirther  contended  on  the  part  <^  the  peti- 
tioa^m,  that  the  deetion  of  Mr«  Hammet  is  a  vdid 
eleetioo  en  these  grounds^It  is  manifest,  both  from 
the  bistory  of  the  town  and  its  present  state,  that  the 
bishop  of  Winchester  has  from  tkne  immemorial  been 
not  only  the  lord  of  the  bailiwick,  Wrdship^  and  manor, 
bat  exercised  by  himself  or  his  officers,  whilst  no  charter 
existed  vesting  the  civil  power  in  the  corporation^  the 
whole  civil  power  over  the  town,  market,  and  borough 
of  Tamrton ;  that  so  long  since  as  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  fourth,  his  baiKff  (which  office  Mr.  Hammet  one 
of  the  candidates  holds)  acted  as  the  returning  officer^ 
and  continued  so  to  aot^  with  the  exception  of  thirty 
years  in  the  reign  of  qoeen  Elizabeth,  up  to  the  period 
when  the  first  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  : 
that  front  that  thne,  namely »  from  1697,  to  the  year 
17S3,  the  mayor,  as  chief  magistrate  under  the  charter^ 
exer4!Jsed  the  right  of  making  the  retom  -,  and  it  was 
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mbmitted,  ihat  when  that  officer  no  longer  existed  in 
ikct  or  in  law,  the  right  reverted  to  the  patent  buliff 
of  the  bishop  by  prescription ;  and  that  there  being  bnt 
one  solitary  instance  of  the  summoning  bailiffs^  (as  the 
petitioners  called  them)  that  is,  the  baiiifis  chosen  in 
the  coort-leety  which  was  in  the  first  of  Charles  L 
diey  cannot  be  considered  as  officers  competent  to  hare 
made  the  return  at  the  last  general   elecUon,  mM 
heinff  the  deputiei  of  the  patent  bailiff :  that  the  present 
grant  of  the  office  being  to  three  persons  can  make  no 
difierence,  for  it  is  an  appointment  to  the  office  of 
bailiff,  but  instead  of  one  life  it  is  for  three,  and  they 
are  bound  to  execute  it  either  by  themsd?es  or  thur 
deputies :  that  it  is  precisely  the  same  sort  of  patent 
office  as  the  bailiff  of  Westminster,  the  baUiffii  of  the 
bishops  of  Peterborough  and  Winchester,  or  thebailiiF 
of  the  bishop  of  Durham.    Northallerton  is  a  esse 
exactly  in  point;   for  that  place  being  an  ancient 
boronuh  without  a  corporation,  it  b  gOTcmed  by  a 
bailiff  deputed  by  patent  for  life,  and  authorised  by  the 
bishop  of  Durham,  as  lord  of  the  manor ;  and  his  baiUflP 
or  deputy  presides  at  the  election  of  members  of  par- 
liament (vide  Oldfield,  vol.  ii«  p.  285.)  Aldborough^ 
in  the  county  of  Yoi^,  is  another  case  in  point :  that 
borough  has  no  corporation,  and  the  lord  of  themanot^a 
bailiff  is  at  this  day  the  returning  officer. 

The  petitioners  therefore  contended,  that  in  all 
towns  and  boroughs,  subject  to  manerial  rightly  and  to 
the  authority  of  the  lord,  where  there  is  no  charter 
existing,  and  where  there  is  such  an  officer  as  a 
bailiff  appointed  by  the  lord  of  the  manor^  who 
exercises  a  jurisdiction  oyer  the  town^  such  bailiflT 
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IS,  ex  oj^ciOf  the  legal  returning  officer,  and  that  whibt 
such  an  officer  remains,  no  inferior  officer,  either  con* 
stable,  or  summoning  bailiffs,  (meaning  the  bailifls 
chosen  in  the  court-leet,)  can  be  the  legal  returning 
officer.  The  office  being  in  commission,  or  granted  to 
one,  can  make  no  difference :  it  is  still  the  office  which 
has  existed  immemorially,  and  the  person  exercising  it 
to  be,from  before  time  of  memory »the  returning  officer: 
even  if  there  were  a  mayor,  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
a  charter  from  the  crown,  giving  a  new  order  of  govern- 
ment to  the  civil  administration  of  the  borough,  could 
supersede  the  ancient  elective  administrator  or  return- 
ing officer.  The  petitioners  therefore  submitted  under 
all  the  circumstances,  that  the  proper  returning  officers 
for  the  borough  of  Taunton  are  those  persons  who  hold 
the  office  of  bailiffs  of  the  town,  as  described  in  the 
patent,  or  their  deputies,  and  not  the  annual  summoning 
bailifis,  or  those  chosen  in  the  court-leet. 

'  The  petitioners  next  adverted  to  the  return  made 
by  the  constables,  for  the  purpose  of  invalidating  that 
retarn.  There  were  four  returns  made  by  the  consta- 
bles, in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  but  the  petitioners 
submitted  that  those  could  not  legally  establish  the 
right  of  exercising  the  duties  of  returning  officer  to 
be  in  them  ;  for  though  there  are  cases  to  be  met  with 
in  borough  towns,  where  the  constables  are  acknow- 
ledged as  returning  officers,  yet  this  happens  where 
the  civil  power  of  the  borough  is,  by  prescription, 
vested  in  the  constables,  and  where  no  superior  offijoer 
cr  nuxgistrale  was  known.  At  Taunton  the  fact  is 
different ;  for  even  during  the  existence  of  the  charter^ 
when  the  mayor  was  the  presiding  officer  over  the 
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borough,  the  justices  of  the  county  had  ever  aconcur- 
Tent  ajithority  and  jurisdiction,  and  the  patent  bailifis 
«till  continued  to  be  appointed  by  the  bishop  of  Win- 
chester* 

'  The  petitioners  then  stated,  that  the  charters  of 
incorporated  towns  generally  provide,  that  no  justices, 
but  those  of  the  body  corporate,  shall  interfere  in  their 
proceedings  and  jurisdiction ;  but  there  is  in  the  letters 
patent  of  the  29th  of  Charles  II.  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  a  marked  dis* 
tinciUmf  in  this  respect f  from  all  other  charters.  For 
tiie  letters  patent  appoint  that  there  shall  always  be 
^Justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county^  nominated  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  chancellor,  or  the  keeper  of  the 
great  seal,  who  shall  be  justices  within  the  borough, 
and  its  precincts,  to  act  as  the  other  justices  of  the 
borough ;  but  that  no  one  of  them  shall  be  compelled 
to  accept  the  mayoralty  or  any  other  office  in  the 
borough,  or  be  subject  to  any  punishments  or  penalties 
imposed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses.  The 
petitioners  then  state  that  two  of  the  county  magistrates 
so  appointed  were  then  living,  whose  warrants,  &c. 
the  constables  executed,  and  under  whom  they  per- 
formed  a  great  part  of  their  duty,  thus  superseding^  it 
is  imagined,  the  constables,jurisdictiofi  over  the  horoughf 
as  peace  officers,  and  consequently  invalidating  their 
return  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament.  Besides 
tbis^  there  are  more  forcible  reasons  why  the  constables, 
above  every  other  class  of  officers,  should  never  be 
permitted  to  act  as  returning  officers :  Taunton  is  a 
borough,  where  the  right  of  voting  is  in  the  pot9vaUerSf 
and  this  right,  according  to  the  last  resolution  of  the 
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House  of  Commons,  (28th  July,  1715,)  is  in  the  inha- 
bitants being  potwallers,  and  not  receiving  alms,  or 
charity.  A  potwaller  is  a  person  who  furnishes  his  own 
diet,  whether  he  be  a  householder,  or  only  a  lodger. 
To  be,  however,  a  potwaller  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  such  person  must  have  a  legal 
parochial  settlement  in  the  borough.  *'  Not  receiving 
Alms*'  is  understood  to  prohibit  persons  from  voting, 
who  have  received  alms  within  a  year  before  the  teste 
of  the  writ.  ''  Charity''  signifies  sums  arising  from 
the  revenues  of  certain  specific  funds,  which  have  been 
established  or  bequeathed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  poor.  The  constables  have  the  distribution  of  some 
of  the  principal  charities  of  the  town,  and  in  a  borough 
constituted  like  that  of  Taunton,  these  funds  are  very 
liable  to  be  employed  to  advance  electioneeringdesigns, 
rather  than  to  relieve  industrious  persons  in  distress; 
and  that  they  have  been  so  employed,  (though  not  at 
this  day  by  the  constables,)  will  appear  from  the 
following  extract  from  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chan* 
eery,  made  in  the  year  1729,  in  a  suit  instituted  about 
the  town  charities;  which  decree  emphatically  recites, 
'<  That  there  are  several  public  charities  in  the  said 
town,  that  ought  to  be  annually  paid,  all  which,  within 
these  twelve  years  past,  have  been  either  concealed 
and  turned  into  private  advantages,  or  misapplied,  and 
particularly  about  the  time  of  elections  of  members  of 
parliaraent." 

'  By  the  annals  of  past  times,  the  impolicy  is  learnt 
of  suffering  any  persons,  who  have  the  distribution  of 
these  charities,  to  act  so  principal  a  part  as  that 
ofretuming  officer  in  a  borough,  where  the  right  of 
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voting  is  ia  the  iiotwallers.  There  are  a  thoosanl 
iostauces,  since  the  resolution  of  the  house  declariiig 
those  disqualified  from  voting  who  ha\e  receired 
charity,  of  a  clandestine  and  partial  distribution  of^he 
charitiest  by  w4iich  the  voters  of  the  lower  class  have 
beeneventuatly  and  insidiously  cut  off  from  the  exerciae 
of  their  valuable  franchise.  There  is  hardly  any  method 
to  prevent  the  misapplication  of  the  charities  a  year 
before  an  expected  election,  and  if  the  constables  are 
to  preside  as  returning  officers  for  the  borough,  this 
conclusion  is  inevitable — That  whatever  objecticuis 
should  be  made  against  them*  in  the  scandalous  distri* 
bution  of  these  charities,  they  will  still  be  the  judges  of 
their  own  venal  conduct,  and  have  the  sole  power  of 
deciding  on  the  votes  of  others  at  elections,  so  that 
the  voters  would  be  cut  off,  or  not,  just  as  the  consta- 
bles pleased.  In  short,  they  would  be  the  witnesses 
in  the  cause,  and  the  judges,  and  no  one  could  contra^ 
diet  them  with  effect. 

^  The  next  return  to  be  observed  upon  is  that  made 
by  WiUiam  Saunders,  calling  himself  an  '<  alderman** 
of  the  late  corporation  of  Taunton.  Upon  this  retarn, 
it  is  conceived,  a  single  observation  will  be  sufficient. 
There  isnot  any  borough  throughout  England,  whether 
by  prescription  or  charter,  the  constitution  of  which 
recognises  such  a  character  as  an  ^*  alderman''  for  the 
returning  officer.  The  petitioners  stated,  that  they 
should  be  able  to  prove,  that  the  corporation  had  ceased 
to  exist  ever  since  the  year  1702,  and  that  Saunders, 
who  came  to  Taunton  from  Bristol,  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  late  election,  had  not  done  any  act  as  amemb^* 
of  the  old  corporation,  for  fourteen  years  past.    In 
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addition  to  this,  it  could  be  shewn  by  the  receipt  givea 
for  the  precept  to  the  sheriff,  that  Saunders  wasnotift 
the  town  at  the  time,  or  at  least  that  he  g^ve  no  receipt 
for  the  precept,  and  on  that  account  alone,  it  was 
apprehended,  under  the  act  of  7th  and  8th  of  William 
III.  he  was  ineapaeitated  from  acting  as  returning 
officer. 

<  Under  these  circnmstances,.the  petitioners  presum- 
ed to  hope,  that  the  committee  would  be  of  opinion, 
that  none  of  the  returns  were  good,  and  that  the  leg^ 
returning  officer  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  is  the 
haiUff  appointed  by  patentr  by  the  bishop  of  Win- 
chester. 

'  The  petitioners  then  ^ted,  that  they  were  ready  to 
prove,  by  evidence,  the  other  two  allegations,  relating 
to  the  undue  administration  of  the  bribery  oath,  and 
the  illegal  mode  of  closing  the  poll. 

*  Wednesday,  May  5th,  1803,  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration  the  petitions,,  com^ 
plaining  of  an  undue  election  aixl  return  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  John  Lowther,  esq.  in  the  chair. 

*  Mr.  Adam,  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  having 
Mmmed  op  his  case,  the  committee  deliberated  there- 
upon ;  and  a  statement  having  been  delivered  in  by  the 
petitioners  and  read,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  sitting 
members,  the  committee  came  to  the  following  deter- 
minations : — 

*  Determined,  That  the  legal  and  most  ancient  return- 
iog  officer  for  Taunton  is  not  the  bailiff  appointed 
by  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Tamton  and  Taunton-Dean. 

*  Dctermiifeif  That  the  bailiflb  and  constables  of  the 
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boroagh  of  Taanton  appointed  at  a  coart^leet,  beU 
anaaaliy  in  and  for  the  said  borough,  are  not  the  1^^ 
retarning  officers  of  the  said  borough. 

*  Determined f  That  the  constables  of  the  borough  ci 
Taunton  appointed  at  the  court-leet,  held  annually  in 
and  for  the  said  borough,  are  not  the  legal  returning 
officers  of  the  said  borough. 

'  Deierminedf  That  the  bailiffs  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton  appointed  at  a  court-leet,  held  annually  in 
and  for  the  said  borough,  are  the  legal  returning 
officers  of  the  said  borough. 

*  Deierminedf  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Robinson^ 
esq.  did  not  appear  to  the  said  select  committee  to  be 
frivolous  and  vexatious. 

'  Deierminedf  That  the  petition  of  the  electors  of  the 
•aid  borough  of  Taunton  did  not  appear  to  the  said 
select  committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

^Deierminedf  That  the  opposition  to  the  said  petiti- 
ons did  not  appear  to  the  said  select  committee  to  be 
frivolous  and  vexatious. 

General  Electionf  1806. 
^  On  the  dissolution  of  parliament  in  1806,  soon  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  coming  into  office  of 
Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Grenville,  a  strong  contest  took 
place  at  Taunton.  The  candidates  were  John  Ham* 
met  and  William  Moreland,  esqrs.  the  late  memben, 
and  Alexander  Baring,  esq.  second  son  of  Sir  Francis 
Baring,  hart.  At  the  final  close  of  the  poll,  the 
numbers  were, 

For  Mr.  Hammet^  -  370 
Mr.  Baring,  -  -  341 
Mr.  Mor^land,  •    210 
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*  Upon  which  Mr.  HiBunmet  and  Mr.  Baring  were 
returned. 

*  On  the  meeting  of  parltamenti  Mr.  Moreland  pre* 
sented  a  petition  to  the  hoase,  complaining  of  thig 
return,  which  being  referred  to  a  committee,  they 
reported  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected^ 
and  that  Mr.  Moreland^s  petition  was  frivolous  and 
vexatious. 

'  In  the  following  year,  on  the  dissolution  of  Lord 
GrenviUe^s  administration,  a  new  parliament  was 
called,  when  Mr.  Hammet  and  Mr.  Baring  were 
4«tarned  without  opposition. 

'  The  death  of  Mr.  Hammet,  in  1811 »  occasioned  a 
f»hort  contest  between  Henry  Powell  Collins,  esq.  of 

Hatch  Court,  near  this  town»  and Dashwood, 

esq.  for  the  vacant  seat,  when  Mr.  Collins  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority » 

*  At  the  general  election  in  1812,  a  sudden  and 
imexpected  opposition  took  place.  Samuel  Colleton 
Graves,  esq.  son  of  Rear-Admiral  Richard  Graves^ 
of  Hem  bury  Fort,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  offered 
himself  as  a  candidate  against  the  two  former  members. 
After  keeping  open  the  poll  for  three  days,  at  the  final 
close  the  numbers  stood  thus  : — 

For  Mr.  Baring,    -    -    258 
Mr.  Collins,    -    -    214 
Mr.  Graves,    -    •      02 
When  the  two  former  were  returned  as  duly  elected. 

General  Election,  1818. 
^  The  general  election  in  1818  brought  on  a  severe 
cmtest  for   this    boroughs     The  candidates  were 
Akkander  Bering,  eM|.  and  Henry  Powell  Collins, 
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esq.  the  two  late  members^  and  Sir  WittiamBmroiigltf^ 
bart.  formerly  a  judge  in  India.  The  poll  commeiioed 
on  Friday  the  19th  of  June,  18 IH,  and  continued  five 
days,  the  progress  and  termination  of  which  were  as 
follow : — 

Firttday,    June  10,, 943 138 IM 

Second  day, M, 80 66 38 

Third  daj,    tt, 76 56  48 

Fourth  daj, 93, 12 16  36 

Fifthdaj,     24|.«....  30 98 54 

441  304  399 

^  Mr.  Baring  and  Sir  William  Burroughs  were 
accordingly  returned ;  but  on  the  meeting  of  par\ia^ 
ment,  a  petition,  signed  by  six  electors,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  apd  others,  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton,  was  presented  to  the  house  of  commons  on 
the  4th  of  February,  1810,  setting  forth, 

<'  That  at  the  last  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  said  borough,  Alexander  Barii^, 
esq.  Henry  Powell  Collins,  esq.  and  Sir  William 
Burroughs,  bart»  were  candidates,  and  that  the  said 
Alexander  Baring  had  at  such  election  a  majority  of 
good  and  legal  votes  over  the  said  Henry  Powell 
Collins  and  Sir  William  Burroughs;  that  at  aach 
election  Thomas  Woodforde,  surgeon,  and  William 
Cox,  ironmonger,  the  then  returning  officers  of  the 
said  borough,  illegally,  improperly,  and  unduly  ad- 
mitted many  persons,  who  were  not  qualified  to  Tote 
at  the  said  election,  to  poll  for  the  said  Sir  William 
Burroughs,  and  refused  and  rejected  the  voles  of 
many  persons,  who  were  well  and  duly  qualified  to  vote 
at  the  said  election,  and  who  o£bred  and  tendered 
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their  votes  for  the  said  Henry  Powell  Collins  j  and 
that  thereby  an  ondue,  illegal,  and  colourable  majority 
of  yotes  was  put  upon  the  poll  for  the  said  Sir  William 
Burroaghs;  tliat  the  said  Thomas  Woodforde  and 
William  Cox,  the  said  returning  officers,  have  illegally 
and  unjastly  returned  the  said  Sir  William  Burroughs 
as  one  of  the  members  to  represent  the  said  borough 
in  parliament,  although  the  said  Henry  Powell  Collins 
had  a  great  majority  of  good  and  legal  votes,  and 
ought,  in  justice,  to  have  been  returned  as  one  of  the 
members  to  represent  the  said  borough,  instead  of  the 
said  Sir  William  Burroughs,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  petitioners.  The  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray, 
that  the  house  will  take  the  premises  into  their  con- 
sideration, and  declare  the  said  Henry  Powell  Collins 
to  be  duly  elected  as  one  of  the  members  to  serve  io 
parliament  for  the  said  borough,  instead  of  the  said 
Sir  William  Burroughs,  and  grant  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  the  house  shall  seem  meet/' 

'  This  petition  having  been  read,  the  house  made  an 
order  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  on  Thursday 
the  1st  of  April. 

'March  17th,  1819,  the  order  for  considering  the 
petition  of  the  voters  on  Thursday  the  1st  of  April, 
relating  to  the  election  for  Taunton,  was  read  and 
discharged,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  Thursday  the  6th  of  May. 

'  Thursday,  May  6th,  three  hundred  and  forty-two 
members  being  present  in  the  house,  the  petition  of 
James  Bryant,  and  other  voters,  complaining  of  the 
election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  was  considered; 
the  names  of  members  were  drawn  out  of  the  glasses. 
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and  the  nttmber  of  forty-nine  names  being  complete 
the  list  was  delivered  to  the  parties,  who,  having 
returned  to  the  bar,  the  reduced  list  was  delivered  in ; 
to  which  the  name  of  Mr«  Holmes,  the  nominee  for 
the  petitioners,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Bennet,  the  no- 
minee for  the  sitting  member,  being  added,  the  same 
was  called  over  as  follows : — Mr.  Agar  £llis,  Mr.  Miles, 
Sir  George  Cockbum,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr.  Bagwell, 
Mr.  Protheroe,  Mr.  Samnel  Smith,  Mr.  Turton,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Alexander, 
Mr.  William  Cust,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Bennet; 
and  then  the  committee  were  sworn. 

<  Friday,  May  7th,  the  house  was  informed,  that  the 
aelect  committee  had  determined, 

'<  That  sir  William  Burroughs,  hart,  is  not  duly 
elected  a  burgess,  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament, 
for  the  borough  of  Taunton  : — 

'*  That  Henry  Powell  Collins,  esq.  is  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  a  burgess,  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament,  for  the  said  borough : — 

<<  That  the  opposition  of  the  said  sir  William  Bur- 
roughs to  the  petition  of  voters  did  not  appear  to  the 
committee  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious  : — 

'<  Ordered^  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  do 
attend  on  Monday  next,  to  amend  the  return.*' 

<  Monday,  May  10th,  1819,  the  deputy  clerk  of  the 
crown  attended  the  house,  according  to  order,  and 
amended  the  return  for  the  borough  of  Taunton. 

'  On  this  decision  being  made  known,  Mr.  Collina 
made  a  grand  public  entry  into  TauntoD»  attended  by 
an  immense  concourse  ef  persons  in  carriagesi  on 
horseback^  and  on  foot.  The  day  was  celebrated,  by 
the  friends  and  supporters  of  that  gentleman^  by  dinners 
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at  tbe  principal  inns,  and  the  populace  were  regaled 
on  the  parade  with  several  hd^fsheads  of  strong  beer 
and  cider. 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  sir  Williapfi 
Burroughs  did  not  enter  into  any  defence  of  his  election 
before  the  committee,  notwithstanding  he  was  strongly 
urged  so  to  do  by  the  principal  persons  who  had  given 
him  their  support  in  this  contest. 

General  Election,  1820. 

*  The  death  of  his  majesty  king  George  III.  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1820,  and  the  accession  of  George 
lY.  to  the  throne,  brought  on  a  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment, and  one  of  the  most  severe  contests  took  plape 
at  Taunton,  that  had  ever  been  known.  Mr.  Collins 
now  retired  from  the  representation  of  this  borough; 
and  the  candidates  for  the  suffrages  of  the  electors 
were  Alexander  Baring,  esq.  Henry  Seymour,  esq. 
and  John  Ashley  Warre,  esq.  The  poll  commenced 
on  Thursday,  March  0th,  1820,  and  continued  for  the 
following  fourteen  days,  Sundays  excepted.  The 
progress  of  this  contest,  and  the  unceasing  activity 
with  which  it  was  carried  on,  nearly  every  vote  under- 
going the  most  rigforous  investigation  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  elector  before  the  returning  offi* 
cers,  except  on  the- last  day,  will  best  appear  from  the 
following  statement  of  each  day's  poll : — 

Baring.        Want,    Seymoar. 
First  Day,    Thnnday,  March  9(h,  •••.    0  ••..     0  ••••    0 
^oceupitd  M  pttparattfff  ftocnangWm^ 

Second  Day,  Friday,   43  ••••  90  •..•  36 

TliirdDayy    Saturday,    ••• 49  ••••  39  ....  20 

Foorih  Day,  Monday, • 13  ••«•  10  ....  13 

Fifth  Day,    Tuesday,.... 3S  ••••  20  .•••  30 

SixthDay^    Wednesday^    ••••••«••.•»  40  .•«»  38  ....  30 
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Seventh  Dftj,      Thnndaj,  .•• 60  ••••  50  ••..  97 

Eighth  Day,       Fridaj, • ^  ••••  M  ••••  17 

NiothDay,         Saturday, 64  .•••  60  ••••  3S 

Tenth  Day,         Monday,  %  .•••     1   ••••     4 

Eleventh  Day,    Tuesday,    •• 10  ....     8  ••••  tt 

Twelfth  Day,      Wednesday, 96  ....     8  ....  14 

Thirteenth  Day,  Thursday, 18  .•••     9  ....  M 

Foart;penth Day,  Friday, 4  ....     2 \^ 

Fifteenth  Day,   Saturday,  41  ••..  S8  ••..  49 

Total,    407  396  391 

'  At  the  close  of  the  poll,  on  the  27th  of  March,  and 
after  the  numbers  had  been  declared,  Mr.  Seymour 
demanded  a  scrutiny,  to  which  the  retoming  officers 
assented.  The  assizes  intervening,  the  scrutiny  was 
postponed  to  the  4th  of  April,  when  it  commenced  in 
the  gnildhalli  before  the  returning  officers  and  their 
counsel,  and  the  counsel  for  the  respective  candidates, 
namely,  for  the  returning  officers,  James  Manning, 
esq.  for  Mr.  Baring,  William  Adam,  esq.  for  Mn 
Warre,  Serjeant  Pell  and  C  C.  Bompass,  esq.  and 
for  Mr.  Seymour,  6.  F.  Williams  and  H.  A.  Mere* 
wether,  esqrs.  On  the  morning  of  the  third  day, 
April  7th|  Mr.  Williams  stated  that  Mr.  Seymour  did 
not  wish  to  proceed  further  with  the  scrutiny ;  when,  on 
casting  up  the  numbers,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Warrens 
majority  had  increased  from  five  to  nine.  Mr.  Barings 
and  Mr.  Warre  were  then  declared  duly  elected,  and 
returned  accordingly. 

The  number  of  voters  at  this  election  was  631 ; 

OP  WHOM   TRERl  WSRB 

For  Mr.  Seymour,  plumpers....  M8 
— —  Mr.  Bariog,  plumpers..  • ...  -    11 

—— Seymour  and  Baring •     88 

*—^  Seymour  and  Warre  • 10 

—n  Badog  and  Warn 9>^ 
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Rejected  rotes. •••••  • 44 

OF  ITHOM   THERE  WERE 

For  Mr.  Seymour,  plumpers  ....  IS 

Mr.  Baring,  plumpers    ....  1 

Seymour  and  Baring    ......  6 

Seymour  and  Warre    ......  1 

Baring  and  Warre ,.  23 

Members  of  Parliament  for  Taunton. 

{Compiled  from  Prynue,  Browne  Willis,  and  other  Authorities.] 
HENRY  IV, 
1409  Thomas  Edward— Thomas  Barat. 

HENRY  V. 
1414  John  Merchant^Edward  Dyere. 
t421  John  Bowen — ^Walter  Portman. 

EDWARD  IV. 
1466  William  Danyers— Robert  Ashetill. 
1471  William  Danters— Edward  Aysheton. 
1476  Edward  Aysheton— Robert  Lo?elord. 

EDWARD  VI. 
Ib&l  John  Mason. 

QUEEN  MARY. 

1553  James  Bassett — Jaques  Wingfield. 

1554  William  Barne-*01iTer  Vachel). 

1554  Thomas  Eden — John  Norrys. 

1555  Valentine  Dale,  LL.D. 

1557  Valentine  Dale,  LL.  D.— Richard  Myrfield. 

'     QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 
155S  Valentine  Dale,  LL.  D. 
1563  Miles  Sandys — Anthony  Leigh. 

1571  Robert  Hill— Richard  Blount. 

1572  Roger  Hill— Richard  Blount. 

Edward  Hodges,  vice  R.  Blount,  deceased. 

1585  Maurice  Horner— WiUiam  Goldwell. 

1586  Francis  Bacon— John  Goldwell. 
1588  Thomas  Fisher— John  Goldwell. 

15M  WiUiam  Aubrey,  LL.  D.— John  Davidgc. 
1507  Edward  Hezt— Edward  Barker. 
1601  Dtnid  Danne^  LL.  D.«*J<riin  Bond. 
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JAMES  I. 
10OS  Sir  Edward  Hext,  kot— John  Bond. 
1614  Sir  Maurice  Berkelej,  knt. 
1630  Thoma«  Bteratoo — Lewis  Ecipe. 
ins  Thomai  Biereton— Roger  Prowie. 

CHARLES  I. 
1695  Edwaid  Brerelon— Sir  Hogh  Portnaii,  bart. 
1625  Sir  Robert  Gorges,  kot.-^corg8  Browne. 
1698  Sir  Hugh  Portman,  bart.— George  Browne. 
1640  William  Portman— Roger  Hill. 
1640  Sir  William  Portman,  bart— Gcoi^e  Searle. 

-  John  Palmer,  vke  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart. 

INTERREGNUM. 
1654  Thomas  Goi^a — John  Gorges. 
1656  Robert  Blake,    (one   of  the   genetali  at  sea)— 

Thomas  Gorges. 
1658  Sir  William  Wjndham,bart — ^Thomas  Gorges. 

CHARLES  II. 

1660  Thomas  Gorges — William  Wjndham. 

1661  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart.  K.  B.— Sir  W.  Wyndhamybart 
1678  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart.  K.  B.— John  Trenchard. 
1681  Edmund  Prideaua — John  Trenchard. 

JAMES  II. 
1685  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart.  K.  B.— John  Sanford. 

CONVKNTION  PARLIAMENT. 
1688  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart.  K.  B.— John  Sanford. 

WILLIAM  III. 
1600  John  Speke— Edward  Clarke. 
1606  John  Speke— Edward  Clarke. 
1608  Henrj  Sejmonr  Portman — Edward  Clarke. 

1701  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart.— Edward  Clarke. 

QUEEN  ANNE. 

1702  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart— Edward  Clarke. 
1705  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart.— Edward  Clarke. 
1708  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart.— Edward  Clarke. 
1710  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart.— Henry  Portean. 

1713  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart. — Henry  Portman. 

GEORGE  I. 

1714  James  Smllh*-Slr  William  Fynsent,  bart. 
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1723  James  Smith — Joho  Trencbard. 

1725  Abraham  Elton,  vice  J.  Trencbard,  deceased. 

GEORGE  II. 
1727  George  Speke — Francii  Fane. 
1734  H.  W.  Berkeley  Portman— Francis  Fane. 
1741  Sir  John  Chapman — John  Buck. 
1745  Percj   Wyndham  G^Brien    (afterwards  Earl  of 

Thomond,)  vice  J.  Buck,  deceased. 
1747  Robert  Webb— Sir  Charles  Wjndham,  bart. 
1749  William  Rowley,  vice  Sir  C.  Wyndham,  succeeded  to 

the  Peerage. 
1754  Lord  Carpenter — John  Halliday. 
1754  Robert  Maxwell,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Farnbam,)  9fcd 

John  Hallidaj,  deceased. 

GEORGE  III. 
1761  Lord  Carpenter,  (afterwards  Earl  ot  Tjrconncl,)-^ 

Lord  Parnham. 
1702  Lawrence  Snllitan,  vice  Lord  Tyrconnel,  deceased. 
1768  Alexander  Popham— Nathaniel  Webb. 
1774  Alexander  Popham— John  Halliday. 
1780  General  John  Roberts^John  Halliday. 
1782  Benjamin  Hammet,  vice  General  Roberts,  deceaseds 
1784  Alexander  Popham — Benjamin  Hammet,  who  received 

the  honor  of  knighthood  in  1787. 
1790  Alexander  Popbam-— Sir  Benjamin  Hammet. 
1796  William  Moreland— Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
1800  John  Hammet,  vice  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  deceased. 
1802  William  Moreland^John  Hammet. 

1806  John  Hammet — Alexander  Baring. 

1807  John  Hammet — Alexander  Baring. 

1811  Henry  Powell  Collins,  vice  J.  Hammet,  deceased. 

1812  Alexander  Baring— H.  P.  Collins. 

181^  Alexander  Baring'— Sir  William  Burronghst  bart. 

1819  H.  P.  Collins,  on  petition,  vice  Sir  W.  Burroughs. 

GEORGE  IV. 

1820  Alexander  Baring-- John  Ashley  Warre. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

ON  THE  TRADE*    MANUFACTURES,   AND  NAVIGATION    OP 

TAUNTON ^THE  WOOLLEN  BIANUFACTORY ^THE  SIUL 

MANUFACTORY NAVIGATION  OF  THE  RIVER  TONE. 

WOOLLEN    MANUFACTORY. 

X^HIS  town  has  been  noted  for  its  woollen  manu- 
fcctory,  in  which  it  carried  on,  for  a  number  of  yean, 
a  very  large  and  extensive  business.  Its  trade  may 
be  traced  back  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  years,  to 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  to  whose  wise  counsek 
belongs  the  glory  of  first  bringing  the  woollen  manu- 
factories into  this  kingdom.  Previously  to  his  reign, 
though  England  was  famous  for  the  growth  of  wool, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  people  knew  how  to  make  it 
into  cloths,  unless  of  a  very  coarse  kind,  cdlXed/riezeg. 
Our  wool  was  exported  to  the  Netherlands,  and  en- 
riched that  country ;  which  gave  occasion  to  the 
institution  of  the  order  of  the  *'  Golden  Fleece/*  -  by 
the  duke  of  Burgundy.  The  king  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunity  which  offered,  through  the  increasing' 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  in  consequence 
of  his  marrying  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Hainault^ 
to  send  over,  without  suspicion,  emissaries  to  the 
Netherlands,  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  Flemisli 
manufacturers.    Every  allurement  was  thrown  out  to 
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this  class  of  meQi  who^in  their  own  country,  earned  with 
hard  labour  a  poor  and  scanty  maintenance,  to  invite 
them  to  transport  themselves  and  their  art  to  England. 
On  the  fair  prospect  of  living  in  a  superior  style,  enjoy* 
iog  a  proportional  profit  of  their  labour,  and  forming 
conjugal  connexions  with  the  best  families,  numbers 
came  over,  bringing  with  them  their  tools  and  their 
trade.  Koyal  protections  were  granted,  to  encourage 
their  settlement.  One  was  given  by  the  king,  at 
liiocoln,  the  23d  of  July,  1331,  to  John  Kemp, 
of  Flanders,  a  weaver ;  and  a  like  protection  was 
afforded  by  the  king,  at  Westminster,  the  3d  of  May, 
1336,  to  fifteen  weavers,  of  Zealand,  who  came  here 
to  exercise  and  teach  their  art.  One,  who  settled  in 
Gloucestershire,  and  was  peculiarly  eminent,  as  a 
clothier,  had  the  surname  of  Webb  given  him  by  the 
king.' 

The  persons,  who  left  the  Netherlands,  coming 
some  from  one  part,  and  some  from  another,  made 
no  sensible  want  of  hands  in  their  own  country  ;  but, 

'  In  1353  king  Edward  III.  remored  the  staple  of  English  wool 
from  Flanders,  and  fixed  it  in  seyeral  cities  in  England,  particularly 
at  Westroinsten  Bristol  was  one  of  the  first  towns  in  the  west^ 
where  the  woollen  manufacture  had  been  encouraged.  Some  of  the 
Flemings  settled  at  Taunton  in  1336.  From  the  person  aboTe* 
mentioned,  whum  king  Edward  named  Webb^  a  family  of  the  same 
name,  lately  resident  in  Tannton,  Is  supposed  to  hare  been  descended. 

A  staple  for  wool  was  fixed  at  Exeter  In  1364.  Wcst-conntry 
plain  cloths  are  first  mentioned  in  the  13th  of  Richard  IL  1390, 
and  their  dimensions  settled. 

From  Taunton  the  woollen  manufacture  was  probably  introduced 
into  Tirerton ;  but  notwithstanding  the  ? icinity  of  these  towns,  we 
kftTO  BO  certain  account  of  any  progress  made  In  the  latter,  during 
the  founeeoth  century.— DviKfonTs  HUt.  of  Tiveripm^  p.  28. 99. 

Bb 
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collected  together  here,  they  formed  a  great  nnmber 
It  was  judged  best,  in  order  to  prevent,  on  any  dis- 
content, a  general  resolution  of  retnrninc^,  and  to 
diffuse  the  benefits  of  their  art  over  the  kingdom,  to 
disperse  them  into  different  and  reiiiote  counties*  that 
tliey  might  establish,  in  each,  different  manii&ctoriea. 
The  making  of  fustians  was  set  np  in  Norwich ;  of 
baize,  at  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk  ;  of  says  and  serges,  aft 
Colchester,  in  Essex ;  of  broad  cloths,  in  Rent ;  of 
kerseys,  in  Devonshire ;  of  cloth,  in  Worcestershire 
and  Gloucestershire ;  of  Welch  friezes,  in  Wales ;  of 
cloth,  at  Kendal,  in  Westmoreland,  and  at  UaliAuc, 
in  Yorkshire ;  of  cloth,  in  Hampshire,  Berkshire,  and 
Sussex ;  and  of  serges,  at  Taunton.  The  nianufiictory 
was  greatly  promoted  by  the  discovery  of  fuller's  earth, 
of  superior  quality  to  any  in  Europe.  A'  new  acces- 
sion of  foreigners,  and  the  advancement  of  the  woollen 
trade  in  England,  were  the  consequences,  in  another 
period,  of  the  cruelties  of  the  duke  of  Alva ;  whose 
tyranny  drove  over  more  Flemings  to  settle  in  tins 
country/ 

The  woollen  manufactory,  since  it  was  introduced  and 
established  in  this  country,  and  has  become  the  staple 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  has  suffered  great  changes  and 
fluctuations.  The  wars  of  the  emperor  Charles  Y. 
occasioned,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YIII.  a  great  stagw 
nation  of  trade.  The  merchants  could  not  yentore 
into  Spain  for  nearly  a  year ;  and  the  goods,  sent  from 
the  different  counties,  to  Blackwell-hall,  for  sale,  found 
|io  vent;  few  or  no  merchants  were  disposed  to  pur* 

'  Acta  Regis ;  or  an  Accouat  of  the  Trestles  la  RjmeFs  ¥€tdtai^ 
vol.  i.  8to.  p.  195^  and  FoUer*8  Charch  Hiitory,  k  lib  p.  1 1 1,  lit; 
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«bafle»  their  warehouses  being  filled  with  cloths  Ijiog^ 
Ml  hand.  The  labourers,  of  consequence,  were  thrown 
out  of  employ ;  and  ((reat  discontents  arose^  especially 
in  Suffolk,  where  they  would  have  fallen  iuto  some 
riotous  acts,  if  the  duke  of  Norfolk  had  not  wisely 
appeased  them.  The  merchants  were  summoned  to 
appear  before  Cardinal  Wolsey,  who,  in  the  name  of 
the  king,  reprimanded  them  in  an  angry  tone,  for  not 
purchasing  the  goods  brought  to  market ;  and  threat* 
ened  them,  that  his  majesty  would  open  a  new  mart  at 
Whitehall,  buy  of  the  clothiers,  and  sell  again  to 
foreign  merchants.  To  which  menace  one  of  them 
pertinently  replied ;  ''  My  lord,  the  king  may  buy 
them  as  well  at  Black  well-hall,  if  it  please  him,  and 
the  strangers  will  gladlier  receive  them  there,  thaa  at 
Westminster."  **  You  shall  not  order  that  matter,*' 
mid  the  cardinal ;  **  and  I  shall  first  send  into  London, 
to  know  what  cloths  you  have  in  your  hands,  and  that 
done,  the  king  and  his  counsel  shall  appoint  who  shall 
buy  the  clotfis,  I  warrant  you.'*  With  this  answer 
the  Londoners  departed.' 
After  this,  the  woollen  manufactory  revived%  and 

"  Grafton^s  Chronicle,  vol.  li.  p.  1167,  68. 

*  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  trade  of  Taanton  was  in  a  t^rj 
flourishing  state,  so  as  to  rank  with  that  of  Bristol,  in  the  tiros  of 
Edward  VI.  for  when  lord  RnsseU,  in  a  rebeliion  of  the  people  of 
Corowall  sod  Deron,  was  quite  dispirited,  becaase  he  bad  not 
tcceiTed  the  expected  supplies  for  suppressing  it  from  the  court, 
three  merchants  of  Exeter,  Prestwood^  Bodlie,  and  Periaro,  assifted 
him  with  such  a  sum  of  monej,  borrowed  on  their  credit  from  the 
nerdMuitf  of  Bristol,  Lyme^  and  Taunton,  as  quite  dispelled  hla 
lordiUp's  heaTiaes8.^-^fW/er'#  Church  lliiiorg.—UUiorji  p/ 
Mx€iery  p.  80.~Dr.  Taulmin'i  MSS. 
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the  trade  between  England  and  the  Netherlands  (if 
we  may  believe  Camden)  amounted,  in  his  time,  to 
above  twelve  millions  of  gold  ducats.  But,  in  1564, 
it  was  almost  entirely  sunk.  This  was  owing  to  the 
artifice  of  Cardinal  Granville,  who  had  persuaded  the 
governess  of  the  Netherlands  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tation  of  English  cloth.  This  led  the  English  to  settle 
a  <:loth  staple  at  Embden,  in  East  Friesland.  But, 
by  the  influence  and  management  of  a  new  ambassador 
from  Spain,  the  two  nations  were  reconciled  ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  made  in  the 
time  of  Maximilian  1.  called  iHlercursus  ma^v^, should 
be  observed  on  both  sides.' 

New  encouragement  and  support  were  afforded  to 
the  woollen  manufactory,  in  1622,  by  a  commission, 
which  passed  the  2 1st  of  October,  for  re-establishing 
it.*  But  the  sources  of  commerce  lie  deeper  than  in 
the  language  and  promises  of  acts  of  state,  and  national 
ordinances ;  and  must  be  sought  in  the  wants  of  man* 
kind,  and  the  freedom  of  their  mutual  intercourse.' 

Some  years  after  this,  the  war  with  Spain,  breaking 
out  in  1655^  operated  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  woollen  trade.  Before  this,  we  find,  that  Taunton 
serges  were  in  great  reputation  and  demand,  as 
fashionable  wearing,  beiug  lighte\^thau  cloth,  and  yet 
thicker  than  many  other  stuffs.  But  such  was  the 
effect  of  that  war,  that  <<  trade/'  says  my   author, 

"  Acta  Regia,  toI.  It.  p.  71. 

*  Acta  Rcgia,  toI.  it.  p.  319. 

'  In  the  4ih  of  James  I.  chap.  2.  <<  An  Act  for  the  true  malinf 
of  woollen  cloth'*  mention!  broad  cloths,  commonly  called  Tovfu 
tons^  Bridgwaters,  and  Dan8teni.~Dr.  TaulmimU  MSS. 
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^*  long  since  complained  of  to  be  dead,  is  now  lamented 
generally  as  buried,  though  hereafter  it  may  have  a 
resurrection.'" 

This  hope  was  afterwards  realized ;  for  trade  re- 
vived, and  was  carried  to  a  great  extent,  after  our 
civil  distractions  were  composed.  William  III.  gave 
'his  utmost  countenance  to  every  undertaking  that 
promised  its  advancement:  several  amendments  were 
made,  and  many  useful  manufactories  were  established/ 
Sy  the  year  1 704,  trade  arose  in  Taunton  to  a  very 
flourishing  height ;  for  we  are  told,  that  eight  thousand 
five  hundred  persons  were  weekly  employed  in  making 
its  cloths.'  The  population  of  this  town,  about  that 
period,  was  so  great  and  rapid,  that  it  was  called  the 
nursery  for  queen  Anne's  wars ;  but  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants  would  scarcely  have  been  so  considerable, 
had  not  the  state  of  trade  been  prosperous. 

The  circumstance,  which  gave  Taunton  the  advan* 
tage  in  point  of  manufactory,  invited  clothiers  to 
settle  in  it,  and  drew  on  it  the  envy  of  other  towns^ 
was  the  peculiar  tenure  of  its  estates.  For  every 
mortgage  being  entered  in  the  Castle  books,  which 
was  a  security  against  frauds,  money  could  be  borrowed 
there^  above  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  at  five 
pounds  per  cent.^ 

'  Fuller's  Worthies  of  England,  p.  18,  19. 

*  Gee  on  Trade  and  Na? igation ;  a  new  edition,  1767,  p.  30,  31. 

'  ChamberUyae's  Present  State  of  England,  p.  27. 

^  Tarranton's  England's  Improfement,  by  Sea  and  Land,  1677. 
'^  The  manor  of  Taunton-Dean,  In  Somersetshire,"  says  this  author, 
*<  is  under  a  register,  and  there  the  land  Is  worth  33  years*  purchase, 
althoagh  but  a  copyhold  manor;  and,  at  any  time,  he,  that  hath 
100  pounds  a  year  in  ths  manor  of  Taunton,  may  go  to  the  castle 


874  ttisrroiiir  ov  TAtmrow. 

Since  thifl^  the  manafactory  bath  undergone  gfaat 
changes ;  of  this  thediflTerent  sums,  with  which  the  re- 
ceivern  for  the  county,  at  differeul  periodK,  contracted 
to  supply  the  town  ^veekly,  afford  a  proof.  From  1727 
to  1 734.  the  cash  delivered,  on  contract,  to  the  trades- 
men, for  bills  of  exchange,  amounted  to  one  tboimand 
fire  hundred  pounds  per  week  ;  and  the  trade  8f  Idom 
produced,  at  the  same  time,  less  than  five  hundred 
moidores,  (six  hundred  and  seveoty-five  pounds,)  from 
Fahnonth.  For  ten  years,  frcm  1734  to  1744,  there 
Was  not  more  than  about  three  hundred  pounds  in  caah 
delivered  weekly ;  and  for  the  next  seven  years,  from 
1744  to  1751,  it  did  not  amount  to  more  than  twe 
hundred  pounds  per  week.* 

ftBd  take  op  9000  poandi  upon  his  lands,  and  bay  stuffs  with  ths 
money,  and  go  to  London  and  sell  bis  staffs,  and  return  down  his 
moneys,  and  pay  bot  five  poonds  in  the  hundred  for  his  moncji, 
and  discharge  his  lands.  This  is  the  cause  of  the  great  trade  and 
riches  about  Taunton.DeaQ«  (O  happy  Tauntoa«Deao  !}  What 
gendeman  can  do  thus  with  free«lands  I  No,  it  is  not  worth  states 
years'  purchase  all  England  over,  one  place  with  another ;  and,  if 
tiot  timely  pot  under  a  register,  it  will  come  to  twelve  years'  pur- 
chase before  long.**    P.  37,  and  also  p.  SI,  94,  tOO«  100.     T. 

'  In  the  Gentleman's  Magatlne  for  March  174S,  p.  ISO,  141| 
ttere  is  a  paper  copied  from  <^The  Champion**  of  the  Sd  of  that 
month|  entitled  <^  The  Cries  of  the  Woollen  Manufacturers  in  the 
West,  particularly  in  Somersetshire  and  Devon,  with  the  lamentable 
consequences  of  them.  From  the  Vale  of  Taunton,  between  Tana, 
ton  and  Exeter.'* 

It  may  be  concluded,  that  at  that  time  the  woollen  trade  was 
peculiarly  dull ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  this  paper  that  applies 
particularly  to  the  state  of  it  in  Taunton.  The  discouragements, 
which  it  states  as  affecting  the  manufacturers,  are  general,  not  local; 
such  as  the  smuggling  of  wool  to  foreign  parts ;  the  practice  of  truck, 
first,  from  the  merchafit  to  the  sergcoiaker,  and  from  the  maker  to 
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The  woollen  manufactory  of  Taunton  U  now  reduced 

to  A  low  ebb,  whilst  in  other  places,  and  in  the  nortl^ 

particularly,  it  has  greatly  flourished.     There  is  not 

at  present,  (1 82 1)  it  is  believed,  more  than  ten  or 

twelve  looms  employed  in  this  tnide,  and  not  above 

wix  or  eight  persons  as  woolcombers.     The  decay  of 

it  bere  must  therefore  be  sought  in  causes  that  have 

had  a  local  operation.     Contested  el^ctiona,  by  no 

■aeans  friendly  to  industry,  it  is  highly  probable,  have 

proved  particularly  prejudicial  to  a  trade,  which,  at 

tiiQea,  could  admit  of  no  delay,  in  the  execution  of 

4>rder8  for  goods,  that  vust  be  ready  for  the  sailing  of 

|d»ip8,  and  the  seasons  of  foreign  fairs.     The  mischief 

of  their  influence,  in  this  respect,  was  particularly  felt 

IB  the  continued  and  violent  opposition  of  the  year 

.  1 754.     The  demand  for  its  goods  was  then  great ;  but 

tbrougb  the  idleness  and  drunkenness  of  the  season,  ^ 

cqdM  not  be  anjiwered.     The  orders^  being  retuirn0d 

%Q  the  merchants,  were  sent,  for  execution,  to  other 

towns;    with   which  the    intercourse,   thus  openedr 

was  continued.     The  high  price  of  labour,  affixed  to 

some  particular  articles,  at  the  first  invention,  though 

tben  an  encouragement  to  ingenuity  and  industry, 

all  nnderworken  ;  the  tax  upon  soap  and  candles ;  the  ladies  not 
wearing  articles  of  woollen  manufacture  more  than  they  did ;  the 
gesUemen  of  the  court  buying  their  clothes  in  France;  thedenial  of 
letters  of  marque,  and  delay  of  conroys  for  the  merchant  sbipa ;  «ii4 
the  prohibition  of  Spanish  wool.  One  discouragement  indeed  was 
local,  but  that  related  to  Tiverton  only,  which  arose  from  the 
receivership  of  the  land-tax  being  given  to  a  serge-maker,  through 
corporation  interest,  who,  having  so  much  public  money  lying  in  Ms 
iMuidf ,  forestalled  tho  nailets,  and  could  andorsell  all  other  trades* 
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eTentoally  has  operated  to  the  general  detriment  of 
trade.  It  furnished  some  of  the  more  careful  and 
proTidetit  labourers  with  the  means  of  becoming  ma^ 
nnfacturers  themselves,  and  of  setting  up  looms  in 
their  own  houses.  The  number  of  competitors  was  thas 
greatly  multiplied,  who  not  having  capitals,  that  woaM 
enable  them  to  give  credit,  and  to  carry  on  business 
with  ease,  were  obliged,  by  alnttements  on  the  pricey 
to  procure  a  speedy  return  for  their  goods.  The  valae 
of  the  articles  being  thus  reduced  at  market,  a  redac- 
tion of  wages  necessarily  followed.  This  could  not 
be  effected  without  warm  struggles  between  the  diflfe* 
rent  classes  of  manufacturers;  nor,  when  carried, 
without  bringing  on  a  deterioration  of  the  quality  of 
the  goods,  which  must  sink  their  estimation  in  foreign 
markets.  The  taste  of  those  markets  has  also  changed, 
and  a  preference,  at  them,  is  given  to  woollen  goods 
of  a  different  kind ;  or  to  the  various  articles  of  the 
cotton  manufactory.  But  the  decline  of  the  woollen 
trade  of  Taunton  must  be  also  ascribed,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  advantages,  which  themanufacturere  in 
the  north  have  derived  over  us,  from  the  introduction 
and  use  of  spinning  machines ;  which  would  have  been 
peculiarly  useful  here,  not  only  to  secure  the  exact  and 
true  execution  of  this  part  of  the  trade,  but  to  supply 
.the  want  of  hands  for  conducting  it,  which,  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  very  sensibly  felt. 

To  these  causes,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  traced  the 
decline  of  the  woollen  manufacture  in  this  town.  It 
is,  however,  a  pleasure  to  those,  who  feel  an  attachment 
to  its  interest,  to  reflect,  that  though  that  trade  has 
greatly  declined,  the  town  has  not  wholly  lost  its  weight 
and  importance  as  a  town  of  trade« 
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THE  SILK  MANUFACTORY. 

Among^  other  soorces  of  employment  for  the  poor, 
and  aa  causes  giving  a  new  and  increased,  though  a 
different  n^otion  to  the  springs  of  trade  in  this  town, 
must  be  mentioned  the  erection  of  silk  mills,  and  the 
introduction  of  silk-weaving. 

The  art  of  making  fine  Italian  arganzine,  or  thrown 
alk,  out  of  fine  raw  silk,  which  was  formerly  bought 
with  our  money,  ready  wrought  in  Italy,  was  first 
discovered  with  the  utmost  difficulty  and  hazard,  and 
introduced  into  this  kingdom  by  sir  Thomas  Lombe. 
The  brother  of  this  gentleman,  whose  head  was  well 
turned  for  mechanics,  supported  by  sir  Thomas's  for- 
tune,  went  to  Savoy,  to  make  a  discovery  of  the 
structure  of  a  large  and  curious  machine  there,  by 
which  all  the  org^nzine  silk  was  made,  and  which  waft 
guarded  with  the  utmost  jealousy  from  the  knowledge 
and  inspection  of  other  nations ;  for  the  king  of  Sar* 
dinia  made  it  death  to  discover  the  invention,  or  to 
attempt  to  carry  it  out  of  his  dominions.  Mr.  Lombe, 
after  a  long  stay  and  great  expense  in  that  country, 
formed  means  to  see  this  engine  so  often,  and  to  pry 
into  the  nature  of  it  so  narrowly,  that  he  made  himself 
master  of  its  structure,  and  of  all  the  differept  parta 
and  motions  belonging  to  it.  After  his  return  to 
England,  Sir  Thomas  Lombe,  under  the  protection 
of  a  royal  patent,  in  1718,  erected  a  machine  on  thi 
same  plan,  at  Derby.  It  was  three  years  in  building, 
and  contained  twenty*six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  six  wheels,  and  ninety-seven  thousand  seven 
bimdred  and  forty-six  movements.  A  water-wheel 
gave  motion  to  idl  the  other  wheels  and  movements^ 


878  HI8T01LY  OV  TAUNTON. 

of  which  any  one  might  be  stopped  separately.  Thiii 
wheel  went  round  three  times  in  one  minntep  and 
worked,  every  time,  seventy*tbree  ihouftand  seven 
hoodred  and  twenty-s»ix  yards  of  silk  thread.  One 
fire-engine  conveyed  warm  air  to  every  part  of  the 
machine,  and  one  regulator  governed  the  whole  work. 

The  whole  term  of  fourteen  years,  for  which  the 
patent  was  granted,  through  the  various  difficulties 
attending  so  new  and  great  an  undertaking,  was 
almost  expired*  before  the  manufactory  could  be 
lurougbt  to  perfection.  On  this  account,  on  January 
th6  2Kth,  1732,  Sir  Thomas  Lombe  applied  to  parlia- 
ment to  take  hts  case  into  consideration,  and  to  grant 
him  a  further  term  of  years  for  the  sole  making  and 
using  the  said  engines,  or  such  other  recompense  as  to 
the  house  should  seem  meet. 

To  prolong  the  term,  or  to  grant  a  new  term,  was 
considered  as  a  measure  which  would  invest  the  paten- 
tee with  a  power  to  disturb  all  otiier  inventions,  any 
way  resembling  his  own,  aikl  prevent  the  nation^s 
making  any  benefit  of  his  invention.  A  bill,  tlier^ore, 
for  granting  fourteen  thousand  pounds  to  sir  Thomas 
jLombe,  as  a  recompense  for  his  introducing  the 
machine  for  working  Italian  organzine,  passed,  and 
received  the  royal  assent,  the  8d  of  April,  1732. 

<  Hatton,  ia  hit  History  of  Derby,  gires  a  somewhat  dilEBreat 
acoottut  of  the  iatrodaclioa  of  this  machine,  and  of  the  nachfaie 
iUelf:— 

<<The  Italians  had  the  exclusWe  art  of  silk-throwing,  and 
consequently  the  absolute  command  of  that  Incrati? e  traffic.  The 
wear  of  silks  was  the  taste  of  the  ladies ;  and  the  British  merchaot 
was  obliged  to  apply  Co  the  ItaliaD)  with  ready  aoaey^  for  the 
lutide,  at  aa  eaoriritant  prk)e. 
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<<  3 An  Itomb^f  a  maa  of  spirit,  a  good  drtagUs-intn,  and  an 
•xcellant  mechanic,  travelled  Into  Italy,  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
the  secret.  By  perseverance  and  bribery  he  acquired  the  whole ; 
when  his  plot  being  discovered,  he  fled,  with  the  ntroost  precipita* 
tion,  on  board  a  ship,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  taking  with  him  tw9 
natives,  who  had  favoured  his  interest  and  his  life^  at  the  ride  of 
tfieir  own. 

<^  Arriving  safelj  with  hu  acquired  knowledge,  he  filed  upon 
X>erby  as  a  proper  place  for  his  purpose,  where  he  erected  the 
present  works. 

^  Being  established  to  his  wish,  he  procured,  in  1718,  a  patent 
from  the  crown,  to  secure  the  profits  during  fourteen  jeers.  Mr. 
Itfombe  soon  after  died,  as  was  supposed  bj  poison,  admlnfoterei 
bj  an  Italian  woman,  sent  over  for  the  purpose  of  destrojing  him. 
He  died  a  bachelor,  and  his  property  M\  into  the  hands  of  his 
brother,  William,  who  only  lived  a  short  time.  These  works  then 
became  the  property  of  his  cousin,  Sir  Thomas  Lombe.  This  was 
about  1796. 

^<  In  \7$t  the  patent  expired;  when  Sir  Thomas  petitioned 
parliament  for  a  renewal,  pleading  that  ^^  the  works  had  taken  a 
long  time  in  perfecting,  and  the  people  in  teaching,  and  that  there  had 
been  none  to  acquire  emolument  from  the  patent."  But  he  omitted 
to  inform  them  that  he  had  already  accumulated  more  than  eighty 
thousand  pounds  by  means  of  his  machinery. 

<^  Government,  willing  to  spread  so  useful  an  invention,  gare 
Sir  Thomas  fourteen  thousand  pounds,  to  suffer  the  trade  to  be 
laid  open,  and  a  model  of  the  works  taken,  which  was  for  many 
years  kept  in  the  Tower,  and  considered  a  great  curiosity." 

<  Button  says  ^^  the  number  of  wheels  in  Sir  Thomas  LomlM's 
nachine  is  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty.four.  The 
movements  (an  indefinite  word,)  will  bear  a  large  deduction. 
What  number  of  yards  are  wound  every  revolution  of  the  wheel 
BO  man  can  tell,  nor  is  the  number  open  to  calculation.  The  whed 
fevolves  about  twice  in  a  minute.  The  mperbJSre^engintf  whidi 
blaaes  in  description,  was  only  a  common  stove,  that  warmed  one 
comer  of  the  large  building.  The  regulator  is  a  peg  in  the  master- 
wheel,  which  strikes  a  small  bell  every  revolution :  near  it  is  a 
pendulum  that  vibrates  about  fifty  times  in  a  minute.  Twenty-four 
vibiatlont  of  fhe  pendulum  is  the  medium  relodty  of  tiki  wbeel. 
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<<  Althoogk  then  an  a  great  Domber  of  parts,  anj  one  of  wUdi 
naj  be  ttoppod,  and  separated  at  pleasare,  yet  the  whole,  estcodti^ 
through  life  large  rooms,  is  one  regular  machiDe,  which  moTCS  and 
stops  together.  Every  minute  part  is  attended  with  two  wheds, 
joae  of  which  turns  the  other,  if  two  aiv  separated,  the  last  stops 
of  coarse,  while  the  former  mores  geatly  on. 

<^  The  raw  silk  is  brought  in  hanks,  or  skains,  called  slips,  aad 
would  take  five  or  six  dsys  In  winding  off,  though  kept  mot ing  tea 
hours  a  day.  Some  are  the  produce  of  Persia ;  others  of  Canton, 
coarse,  and  in  small  ^slips ;  some  from  Piedmont,  of  a  yellowiih 
colour;  and  some  from  China,  perfectly  white.  The  work  passes 
through  three  diffBrent  engines  ;  one  to  wind ;  the  second  to  twist; 
and  the  third  to  double.  Although  the  thread  is  fine,  it  is  an  acco- 
mulation  of  many  fibres.  The  workman's  care  is  chiefly  to  nnlte^ 
by  a  knot,  a  thread  that  breaks ;  to  take  out  the  burs  and  nnevea 
parts,  some  of  which  are  little  bags,  fabricated  by  the  silk. worm 
as  a  gra? e  for  itself,  when  nature  inspires  the  instinct  of  prepariuf 
for  death.  The  bags  are  neatly  closed  up,  and  hung  to  a  thread,  as 
tto  last  effort  towards  its  own  funeral.  They  g«oerally  moulder  to 
a  darkish  dust;  sometimes  they  are  totally  gone;  bnt  Mr.  Hattoa 
Si^s  he  has  frequently  taken  them  out  alive.  The  threads  are 
continually  breaking ;  and  to  tie  them  Is  principally  the  business 
of  children,  whose  fingers  are  nimble.  The  machine  continually 
turns  a  round  bobbin,  or  small  block  of  wood,  which  draws  Um 
thread  from  the  slip,  while  expanded  upon  a  swift,  suspended  on  a 
eeatre.  The  moment  the  thread  breaks,  the  swift  stops.  One  persoA 
eommands  from  twenty  to  sixty  threads.  If  many  cease,  at  tha 
same  time,  to  turn,  it  amounts  to  a  fault." 

The  act  of  parliament  for  granting  a  recompense  to 
air  Thomas  Lombe  left  the  way  open  for  ingenaity  and 
industry  to  avail  themselves  of  the  invention,  and  to 
erect  similar  works  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom; 
which  was  done  at  Sherborne,  in  Dorsetshire,  and  at 
other  towns.  In  1781,  Messrs.  Yansommer  and  Paul, 
silk-mercers,  in  Pall-mall,  London,  purchased  of  Mn 
Noble,  of  Taunton,  a  large  brew-house  and  the  adjoin- 
ing premises,  situated  in  Upper  High-street ;  and  of 
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Mr.  Pounsbery,  baker,  a  right  to  nse  the  water  of  the 
contifi^ous  mills.    Here  they  erected  a  large  building, 
mrithin  which  extensive  machinery  was  placed,  with 
suitable  wheels,  for  making  thrown  silk  out  .of  tine  raw 
silk,  on  the  model  of  that  at  Derby.     In  1783,  Mr. 
*Wilmot,  the  proprietor  of  a  similar  silk  mill  at  Sher- 
borne, and  Mr.  John  Norman,  of  Taunton,  purchased, 
of  the  assignees  of  Messrs.  Yansommer  and  Paul,  thif 
machine,  and  the  premises  on  which  it  was  erected ; 
and  continued  to  work  it,  in  partnership,  till  the  death 
of  Mr.  Wilmot,  in  1787 ;  after  which  time  it  became 
the  sole  property  and  concern  of  Mr.  Norman,  and  is 
now  (1821)  the  property  of  his  son,  Samuel  Norman, 
of  Wilton,  Esq.    It  is  an  advantage  belonging  to  such 
ivorks,  that  they  employ  a  number  of  hands,  and  of 
children  from  a  very  early  period  of  life.  The  machine, 
of  which  we  are  speaking,   generally  supplies  with^ 
labour  from  sixty  to  eighty  persons. 

Mr.  Yansommer  was  not  disheartened  by  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  which  obliged  him  to  relin- 
quish his  first  undertaking.  In  1781,  he  purchased 
some  new  buildings  in  Canon-street,  and  converted 
them  into  houi^s,  for  carrying  on  the  different  branches 
of  the  silk  manufactory ;  which  afterwards  became 
the  property  of  Mr.  John  James,  of  London.  These 
works  consisted  of  machinery,  on  a  smalt  scal^,  for 
throwing  silk,  which  was  set  in  motion  by  a  woman 
treading  the  large  wheel ;  and  of  thirty-two  looms  for 
weaving.  Mr.  James  employed  here  about  sixty  per- 
sons in  the  manufacture  of  Barcelona  handkerchiefs, 
tiffanies,  Canterbury  muslins,  modes,  florentines,  and 
ladies'  shawls.  This  establishment  continued  in  some 
activity  for  ten  or  twelve  yean,  and  was  then  given  np. 
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'It  was  io  1778  that  the  weaving^  of  aSk  was  first 
introduced  iato  Taunton,  by  Messrs.  Forbes  and 
Wasdale,  and  the  manafactore  carried  forward  hj 
them  upon  a  small  scale.  In  1795,  Mr.  Leney  Smith, 
of  London,  was  induced  by  sir  Benjamin  Uammet 
to  commence  here  the  weaving  of  crape ;  and  aboot  the 
year  1806,  the  silk  manufactory  was  much  augmented 
by  Mr.  Every.  It  has  been  constantly  increasing  since 
that  period,  and  is  now  carried  on,  upon  an  extensive 
scale,  by  Messrs.  Ingleby,  Jones,  and  Co.  of  Wood- 
street,  LfOndon;  and  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  Meat,  a»d 
Parsons,  of  G  utter-lane,  Cheapside,  London.  The  prin- 
cipal articles  which  are  manufactured  at  Taanton 
are  crapes,  persians,  sarsnets,  and  different  sorts  of 
mixed  goods,  figured  and  plcun.  The  gentlemen  con- 
cerned in  this  trade  have  lately  made  great  improve- 
ments in  the  variety  and  beauty  of  the  several  fabrics. 
The  number  of  looms  employed  amounts  to  about 
eight  hundred  in  Taunton,  and  two  hundred  in  the 
vicinity.  There  are  about  one  thousand  persons  en- 
gaged in  weaving,  one  hundred  as  winders,  and  two 
hundred  as  quillers.  The  throwing  mills  employ  about 
five  hundred  persons ;  making,  in  the  whole,  about 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  persons. 

^  The  throwing  mills  are  those  of  Mr.  Norman,  in 
Upper  f  f  igh-street ;  of  Messrs.  Balance  and  Co.  in 
Eastreach,  Taunton ;  of  Mr.  Blinkhorn,  at  Staple- 
grove  ;  and  of  Mr.  Swift,  at  Preston,  near  Milverton. 

It  may  be  reckoned  an  advantage,  which  the  town 
of  Taunton  has  gained  in  point  of  trade,  that  besides 
the  establishment  of  such  works,  it  is  become,  of  late 
years,  much  the  resort  of  persons  of  independent  for- 
tune; great  part  of  which,  as  far  as  concerns  the 
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tkeceamrj  articles  of  life,  must  be  expended  in  the 
tdwn  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  occasion  a  considera- 
ble circulation  of  cash,  notwithstanding  the  ungene- 
rous, if  not  mistaken,  economy ,which  prevails*,  not  only 
here,  but  in  several  other  places,  of  purchasing  many 
articles  in  the  metropolis,  to  the  discouragement  and 
injury  of  home  exertions  and  industry.  The  accession 
of  genteel  families  to  the  town  is  much  owing  to  the 
modern  improvements,  in  various  respects,  which  have 
taken  place,  and  which  will  be  described  in  another 
chapter. 

NAVIGATION    OF   THB  RITVR  TONE. 

The  first,  who  formed  the  public-spirited  scheme 
of  rendering  the  river  Tone  navigable,   was  John 
Malet,  of  Enmore,  esq.  the  last  heir  male  of  an  ancient 
baronial   family   in  this  county,  of  whom  Thomas 
Malet,  esq.  was  sheriff  of  Somersetshire  in  the  18th  of 
qoeen  Elizabeth.     In  the  13th  of  king  Charles  the 
first,  a  commission,  under  the  great  seal,  was  granted 
to  John  Coventry,  esq.  and  other  gentlemen,  to  treat 
and  compound  with  all  the  owners  of  mills,  lands,  and 
tenements,    that   compensation  might  be  made  for 
such  parts  of  their  property  near  the  river,  as  Mn 
Malet  would  want  for  making  the  river  navigable 
from  Bridgwater  to  Taunton,  and  from  thence  to 
Bradford  bridge.     The  work  was  undertaken  at  the 
sole  expense  of  Mr.  Malet,  and  all  persons  concerned 
were  satisfied  out  of  his  estate.  A  warrant,  to  be  after- 
wards passed  into  a  patent,  was  also  granted  by  the. 
king,  to  secure  to  this  gentleman  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  the  navigation  which  he  had  effected.    Mr.  Malet, 
at  his  death,  left  an  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married 
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to  John  Wilmot,  the  eelebrated  and  last  eari  of 
Rochester,  of  that  family,  to  whom  she  carried  the 
great  estate  of  the  Malets.  This  lady  had  issue  three 
daughters,  Anne  Wilmot,  afterwards  married  to  the 
Hon.  Francis  Greville,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Fulke 
lord  Brooke ;  Elizabeth  Wilmot,  afterwards  counteas 
of  Sandwich  ;  and  Malet  Wilmot,  who  became  Tts- 
countess  Lisbame.  The  warrant,  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  grandfather  of  these  ladies,  having  by 
some  neglect,  or  otherwise,  miscarried,  they  obtained 
from  king  Charles  II.  while  they  were  unmarried, 
letters  patent,  dated  the  6th  day  of  November,  in  the 
96th  year  of  his  reign,  granting  to  them,  their  beirs 
«nd  assigns,  to  their  own  use,  without  any  accotuit 
whatsoever,  the  sole  navigation  of  the  said  river^  as 
far  as  Ham  Mills,  and  no  farther ;  and  the  full  benefit 
and  advantage  thereof  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

In  the  year  I6t^8,  some  gentlemen  of  the  town  of 
Taunton,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  formed  the  useful 
scheme  of  making  and  completing  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Tone  from  Bridgwater  to  Ham  Mills,  and 
from  thence  to  the  town  of  Taunton ;  and  entered  into 
a  mutual  agreement  to  apply  for  an  act  of  parliament 
to  effect  the  same,  and  to  purchase  of  the  countess  of 
Sandwich,  the  viscountess  Lisbnme,  and  the  lady 
Anne  Greville,  all  their  rights  in  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  A  transfer  of  them  was  accordingly  made  bj 
these  ladies  and  their  husbands,  by  a  deed,  bearing- 
date  the  4th  of  March,  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  William,  to  John  Friend,  gentleman,  in  trust, 
who  was  one  of  those  that  engaged  in  this  undertaking*. 
The  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  was  paid 
for  this  purchase. 


HI3TOAT  09  TAUNTON.  885 

In  the  parliament  of  the  10th  and  11th  years  of  king 
William  the  third,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  this  river.  The  preamble  of 
this  act  recites.  That  John  Malet,  esq.  in  pursuance  of 
a.  commission  from  king  Charles  I.  in  the  13th  year  of 
his  reign,  made  the  river  Tone  in  some  sort  navigable 
from  Bridgwater,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  to 
Ham-mills,  in  the  said  county ;  in  consideration 
whereof,  king  Charles  II.  by  letters  patent,  dated  in 
the  S6th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  the  heirs  of  the 
said  John  Malet  the  sole  navigation  of  that  part  of  the 
said  river;  and  that  all  the  interest  of  the  said  John 
Malet  and  his  heirs  therein  is  conveyed  and  assigned 
to  John  Friend,  Thomas  Baker,  Christopher  Cook, 
Francis  Hobart,  Charles  Totterdell,  Jedidiah  Saf- 
ford,  James  Reed,  Thomas  Mundy,  Arthur  Towill, 
Thomas  Westcombe,  jun.  Benjamin  Risdon^  Thomas 
Whinnell,  Samuel  Peacock,  John  Amory,  Peter  ApKn, 
John  Gray,  Matthew  Warren,  Francis  Newton^ 
William  Smith,  Thomas  Gunston,  Joseph  Helliard, 
Thomas  Ford,  Joseph  Way,  Maurice  Hamond, 
Robert  Webb,  William  Willner,  John  Foy,  John 
Kirkpatrick,  Thomas  Purkis,  and  Thomas  Butler, 
inhabitants  of  the  parishes  of  Taunton  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen,  Taonton  Saint  James,  Bishop's-Hull,  or 
Wilton,  in  the  said  county,  who  have  purchased  the 
same,  and  who  are  willing  at  their  own  expense,  until 
they  can  be  repaid,  to  keep  the  said  river  navigable. 

It  is  then  enacted,  that  the  said  John  Friend,  Thomas 
Baker,  &c.  &c.  and  their  successors,  shall  be  conser« 
vators  of  the  said  river  Tone,  and,  by  themselves  or 
agents,  may  cleanse  and  keep  the  same  navigable  from 
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Bridgwater  to  Ham-fniHs,  ancl  f^nce  to  tte  town  of 
Tauhton ;  and  for  timt  {nirpose  nay  dig  t!ie  ground  Bear 
itdjoining,  and  remove  any  tfiing  that  amy  be  an  ilnpe- 
ditfient  to  the«ftid  passage ;  and  may  cut  a  new  channel, 
if  occasion  be,  through  any  ground,  making  recompense 
for  the  same ;  and  may  cot  any  other  stream  for  making 
the  said  river  navigable,  and  build  bridges,  whftrf^ 
locks,  wears,  turnpikes,  or  other  works  in  w  near  the 
same,  and  bring,  lay,  atid  work  all  matelrials  reqolAte 
thereunto,  and  make  a  prath  or  wfty  on  ih^  sides  of  the 
said  river,  for  watermen,  boat,  or  bargemen,  or  others. 
It  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  conservators,  ^or 
the  major  part  of  them,  before  they  meddle  wkk  any 
person's  land  or  inheritance,  shadll  agree  with  the  own- 
ers for  the  loss  or  damage  they  may  receive  thercliiy ; 
and  if  they  cannot  agree  on  the  value,  or  if  the  title 
IS  in  an  infant,  feme-covert,  ecclesiaatical  person,  or 
corporation,  the  sherifif  of  the  county,  within  thirty 
days  after  such  request  made  by  the  said  conservators 
in  writing,  and  at  their  chai^e^  by  a  jury  of  twenty- 
four  disinterested  persons,  and  examining  witnesses 
npon  oath,  and  hearing  the  parties  interested,  (if  they 
appear,)  may  order  in  writing,  after  public  notice  set 
up  at  the  market-cross  in  Taunton,  and  left  with  the 
occupiers  of  the  said  lands,  twenty  days  before  such 
inquiry,  what  satisfaction  such  owner  or  tenant  shall 
have,  and  the  same  shall* be  binding  to  all  parties; 
which  agreement  of  the  parties  interested,  or  deter- 
mination  of  the  jury,  or  major  part  of  them,  being  pat 
in  writing  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  conservators, 
or  major  part  of  them,  and  the  proprietors,  or  of  the 
jtiry,  or  major  part  of  th^oi,  withia  four  dftys  alWr  the 
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■Mikiiig  thereof,  shall  be  enrolled  among  the  records 
ef  the  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Somerset : 
and  then,  npon  payment  of  the  money,  or  a  tender 
according  to  the  act,  the  conservators  may  enter  on 
the  said  lands,  and  do  any  act  pursuant  to  such  agree* 
ment  or  order.  And  the  better  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  such  land,  the  jury  shall  and  may  summon  any  per« 
sons  before  them,  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary,  as 
well  interested  as  others,  and  take  their  information 
on  oath,  and  thereupon  order  in  writing  on  parchment^ 
under  hand  and  seal,  what  satisfaction  shall  be  made; 
which  determination  shall  be  good,  notwithstanding 
tlie  absence  of  the  parties  interested,  or  their  not  being 
heard. 

It  is  also  further  enacted,  that  for  reimbursing  the 
conservators  the  principal  money  of  the  said  purchase^ 
and  what  they  shall  lay  out  in  making  and  keeping 
the  said  river  navigable,  &c.  with  interest,  at  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  till  they  shall  be  repaid ;  every  boat^ 
barge,  or  vessel,  that  shall  pass  up  the  said  river,  from 
Bridgwater,  or  other  part  thereof,  towards  Ham-mills, 
shall  pay,  to  the  use  of  the  said  conservators,  a  toll  of 
not  above  four-pence  for  every  weigh  of  coals  so 
carried,  of  forty-eight  bushels  Bridgwater  measure, 
which  is  equal  to  two  ehaldrons,  or  seventy-two  bushels 
Winchester  measure,  and  two-pence  for  every  ton  of 
other  goods,  as  often  as  they  shall  so  pass,  and  so  pro- 
portionably  for  a  greater  or  less  quantity,  to  be  paid 
and  received  at  Knap-bridge  or  bridges,  with  power 
to  the  said  conservators,  for  non-payment,  to  detain 
auch  vessel  with  its  apparel,  tackle,  and  lading,  till 
the  said  toll  be  paid.  And  every  boat,  barge,  or  vessel^ 
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passing  from  the  said  Ham-millst  or  other  part  of  Iks 
said  river,  towards  Taunton,  shall  pay  at  the  first  or 
lowermost  lock  on  the  said  river,  above  the  place  (near 
the  said  Ham-mills)  called  CoaUbarboar,  a  farther 
toll  not  exceeding  four  shillings  for  every  weigh  of 
coals  so  carried,  and  two  shillings  for  every  ton  of  other 
goods,  as  often  as  they  shall  so  pass  through  such  lock« 
and  so  proportionably  for  a  greater  or  less  quantity, 
with  the  like  power  for  non-payment  to  detain  such 
vessel  as  aforesaid,  till  the  toll  be  paid. 

It  is  also  further  enacted,  that  every  vessel  that  shall 
pass  down  the  said  river  from  Taunton,  or  other  part 
of  the  said  river,  towards  Bridgwater,  shall  pay  a  tdl 
not  exceeding  twelve-pence  per  ton  for  the  goods,  &c. 
at  the  first  or  ujipermost  lock  next  the  said  town  of 
Taunton,  with  like  power  for  non-payment  as  aforesaid. 
And  after  the  said  conservators  have  been  re-imbnrsed 
their  principal  and  interest  for  the  said  purchase,  and 
making  and  keeping  the  said  river  navigable  fimn 
Ham-mills  to  Taunton,  and  perfecting  th^  navigable* 
ness  thereof  from  Bridgwater  to  Ham-mills,  then  hot 
one  penny  for  every  weigh  of  coals,  and  one  penny  for 
every  ton  of  goods,  &c.  passing  between  Ham-milb 
and  Bridgwater,  to  be  paid  at  Knap-bridge  or  bridges 
aforesaid,  and  but  one  shilling  for  every  weigh  of  eoab, 
and  six-pence  for  every  ton  of  goods,  &c.  passing 
between  Ham-mills  and  Taunton,  to  be  paid  at  the 
first  or  lowermost  lock  above  Coal-harbour  aforesaid. 
The  said  tolls,  and  all  gifts  and  grants  to  thei  said 
conservators,  to  be  applied  to  the  repairing  the  bridges, 
wears,  turnpikes,  ways,  and  passage  for  hauling  btoats, 
&c.  made  by  the  conservatorsy  and  be  accoonted  for. 
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ttUd  the  surplus  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
Taonton,  and  of  the  parishes  of  Tauntou  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen,  and  Taunton  Saint  James  aforesaid,  in 
building  one  or  more  hospitals,  or  otherwise  for  the 
poor  children  of  the  said  places,  to  be  governed  by  the 
Mid  conservators  ;  their  rules  being  first  approved  of, 
by  one  or  both  of  the  judges  of  assize  and  Nisi  Prius^ 
^  lor  the  county  of  Somerset* 

*  It  is  also  further  enacted,  that  watermen,  boatmen, 
bargemen,  and  others^  may  use  winches,  ropes,  &c.  to 
draw  up  vessels  through  the  said  river,  with  men  or 
horses  going  on  the  banks  thereof. 

•  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  a  true  account  of  all 
expenses  and  charges  of  the  conservators,  and  of  the 
money  received  by  them,  on  account  of  the  said  river; 
fthftll  be  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  by  the  said  con«* 
envators,  and  brought  every  year,  with  the  voucher^ 
before  the  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  five  of  the 
jastices  of  the  said  county,  at  Taunton,  or  within  ten 
miles  thereof,  there  to  be  stated  and  allowed,  and  the 
fliurplus  to  be  distributed  among  the  conservators,  their 
executors,  &c.  in  proportion  to  the  money  advanced  by 
them,  first  in  discharge  of  interest,  and  next  of  tbeprin-* 
cipaUtill  the  whole  be  discharged;  each  year  to  bemade 
up  to  the  24th  of  June  inclusive,  and  the  distribution 
thereupon  to  be  at  the  next  general  quarter-sessions. 
And  the  said  bishop  and  justices  may  examine  the  saiil 
receipts  and  disbursements  upon  oath,.and,  being  stated 
nnd  allowed,  shall  transmit  a  duplicate  thereof,  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  to  be  kept  amongst  the  records 
oiAe  fltfdd  sessions  of  the  peace. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted,  that  there  shall  always  her 
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eonenrotorsaf  thesaid  riTer,  and  the  taid  Joka  Fiic»d# 
Thomu  Baker,  &c.  are  hereby  coDstituted  conaenratow 
•f  the  said  river  Tooe  duriaf  their  lives,  iiolesa 
moved  for  misbehavioar  by  the  im^r  part  of  the  i 
eonservators.  And  when  the  number  ahaU  be  redoeed 
to  twenty,  the  mrviving  conservators,  after  six  dmj9 
pablic  notice  in  Taunton,  shall  make  up  the  nonabcr 
thirty.  And  the  conservators  are  enabled  to  recenre 
any  gift,  legacy,  or  grant,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  with- 
out licence  of  alienation  in  mortmain.  And  any  6we 
of  Ae  conservators,  being  appointed  a  committee,  umf 
make  contracts  or  leases  under  their  hands  and  aeab^ 
which  shall  be  good  and  binding.  And  the  said  eon« 
aervators  may  sue  and  be  sued  on  such  contract  by 
the  mime  of  the  conservators  of  the  river  Tone,  in  tkm 
county  of  Somerset,  and  may  appoint  aervaols  md 
officers  to  manage  their  estates,  and  recetvera  of  Um 
said  duties,  and  a  cashier  or  treasoEer,  and  change  tiM 
•ame  at  their  pleasure,  and  appoint  them  their  salvy 
or  wages,  subject  to  the  correction  of  the  said  hishnp 
and  juatices,  at  their  first  Dieting  after  socb  appm«l« 
ment.  And  the  said  conservators  are  to  be  diUgest  in 
the  afihir,  and  at  their  public  meetings  (not  being  his 
than  the  major  part  of  the  whole  number  then  living) 
may  execute  the  powers  placed  in  then* 

And  it  is  fnrther  enacted  by  the  said  act,  diat  peiwsm 
prosecuted  for  any  thing  done  in  pwananee  of  tUa  ad 
mihj  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  thia  act  and  tim 
apecial  matter  in  evidence ;  and  if  upon  the  trial  » 
rerdict  pass  for  the  defendant^  or  the  phntiff  be  non- 
suited, the  defendant  shaU  have  denblo  cmls^  Ami 
Hits  Mt  shall  be  taken  in  aH  conttl^  sis  a  puhlie  act. 
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set  i^uiriog  special  pleadipg.  A19A  9XI  mayors, 
jm^Q^f  sbeTifffl^  baiUi&9  coikstableSy&o.  are  to  he  aidiog' 
^nd  assisting^  to  the  wA  coDservatorf,  their  cfficeriB^&c. 
in  the  execution  of  this  act. 

The  justiceaof  the  peace  for  the  county  of  ^oaersetr 
at  the  qviarter-aessions^  held  at  Qrictgwater,  in  the  year 
\V.l{>9  m^  an  order^  '^  that  any  tradw  on  the  river 
Tone'  ahoald  be  at  libertyy  frooa  time  to  tiaie»  and  at 
edBveDient  and  seasonable  times,  to  view  and  inspect 
tibe  accounts  of  the  oonservatars ;  and  that  any  conaer* 
Tator^  to  whom  application  should  be  made  by  any 
trader  for  this  purpose,  should  direct  him  to  the  proper 
officer  keeping*  such  accounts/' 

The  tolls  appointed  under  this  act,  and  the  power* 
irhieh  it  invested  in  the  conservators^  did  nqt  prove  so 
efficient  as  was  expected.  The  amoont  of  the  money 
fipencted  on  the  scheme^  to  the  24tb  of  June,  1707^ 
tttgetber  with  the  interest,  was  the  sum  of  three  thonsaad 
fim  hundred,  and  fifty^sis:  pounds,  nine  shillingSr  and 
(ive-pwce  farthing.  Y^tthdr  undertaking,  so  ihrfMu 
hmng  productive,  was  not  completed :  the  rivet  wa» 
not  navigable  in  the  winter,  much  less  in  the  summer,, 
for  want  of  a  lock,  or  half^ock,  at  a  place  called 
Boaud  Iriand,  and  removing  a  shoal,  caUed  Broad 
Shoal.  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  a  petition 
vas  preaented  to  parliament  for  the  purposeof  obtaining 
another  ncU  to  enable  the  conservators  to  enlarge  and 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  to  increase 
the  tells.  In  Ibis  application,  though  it  met  with  great 
effMMBtioa,  ibey  were  supported  by  petitions,  sanction- 
ing tlusir  case  an4  request,  from  the  justices  of  the 
yence  at  Ae  ^piairter-seasioM  for  the  county,  from 
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the  corporation  of  Bridg'water,  from  the  priiiei]^ 
inhabitants  of  both  the  parishes  in  Taunton,  of  the 
towns  of  Chard,  ilminster,  Wellington,  Milverton, 
Wiveliscombe.  Langport,  CoUampton,  and  Tiverton. 
The  petition  was  acceded  to,  and  a  second  act,  to 
secure  the  proposed  objects  of  it,  was  passed  in  the  6th 
year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  So  that  at  present, 
barges  of  about  fifteen  tons  each,  laden  with  coals,  and 
other  heavy  goods  and  merchandize,  shipped  fior 
Bridgwater  from  Bristol,  and  other  ports,  are  brongfat 
quite  home  to  North-town  bridge^ 

The  preamble  to  this  act  recapitulates  the  first  act^' 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  tolls  it  enacted,  and  the  applica^ 
tion  of  them ;  and  states  the  objects  of  the  new  bill, 
namely,  a  power  to  erect  a  lock,  or  half-lock,  at  Kiuip* 
bridge,  near  Round  Island,  to  cleanse,  dig,  and  deepen 
a  certain  shoal,  called  Broad  Shoal,  and  to  levy 
additional  tolls  to  defray  the  expenses  of  these  new 
works.  The  act,  accordingly,  authorizes  the  conser- 
rators  to  execute  these  works ;  and  from  the  building 
or  erecting  of  the  said  lock,  or  half-lock,  it  appoints 
them  to  receive,  at  the  same,  an  additional  toll  of  one 
shilling  for  every  weigh  of  coals,  and  of  six-pence  on 
every  ton  of  goods  contained  in  any  boat  or  vessel,  that 
shall  pass  through  the  said  lock,  or  half-lock,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  greater  or  less  quantities;  which  tolls, 
after  the  conservators  shall  be  reimbursed  their  principal 
money  and  interest,  shall  be  reduced  to  two-pence  on 
every  weigh  of  coals,  and  one  penny  on  every  ton  of 
goods.  The  tolls  to  be  received  at  Coal-harboWi 
which  before  were  left,  in  a  degree,  to  the  disaetion  ^ 
of  the  conservators,  were,  by  this  act,  fixed  at  twt 
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ibtllings  and  eig'ht-pence  for  every  weigh  of  coals,  and 
one  shilling*  and  six-pence  for  every  ton  of  goods^ 

This  act  also,  in  order  to  remedy  certain  disputes 
smd  controversies  that  had  arisen  on  the  construction  of 
the  formert  relative  to  liberty  granted  to  boatmen,  &c, 
«f  going  on  the  banks  and  grounds  near  the  river,  to 
haul  up  boats,  &c.  enacts,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
tliem  to  do  this,  till  a  path  shall  be  set  out  for  that 
purpose  by  the  conservators,  and  satisfaction  shall  be 
laade  to  the  owners  of  the  land. 

But  notwithstanding  the  aids  afforded  by  this  act 
of  parliament,  the  undertaking  did  not  prove  pro- 
ductive until  the  year  1717;  when  the  debt  on  the 
river,  including  the  interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  the 
money  expended,  amounted  to  the  sumof  five  thousand, 
six  hundred,  and  ninety  •seven  pounds,  eight  shillings^ 
mid  ten-pence ;  and  on  this  sum,  the  dividends,  ever 
since  that  time,  have  been  made. 

When  the  afiairs  of  the  conservators  were,  appa- 
rently, placed  on  a  firm  footing,  and  they  began  to 
reap  some  advantage  from  that  useful  scheme,  they 
met  with  an  unfriendly  opposition  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  fruits  of  their  expenses  and  exertions.  It  had 
been  originally  included  in  their  plan,  and  enacted  by 
the  first  act,  as  appears  by  the  abstract  before,  that 
ivhen  the  tolls  should  prove  sufiicient  to  discharge  all 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  money  advanced  te 
make  the  river  navigable,  then  the  produce  should 
be  applied  to  the  support  of  a  charity  school. 

On  the  ground  of  this  provision,  Mr.  James  Dare^ 
•f  Taunton,  goldsmith,  exhibited  a  petition  in  17341^ 
tm  the  commissioners  for  charitable  uses  for  tbe  comity 
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^f  Som^noty  setting  fortb»  tl^at  the  cmser¥i^toi:&  of  t^e 
river  Tone  had  been  paid  tbc^  pri^Gipal  mooeyi  and 
interest,  by  them  disbursedf  for  npakiQg  tbes^id  rirer 
Itavigable.  In  consequence  of  this  petUioi^  a  decree 
was  made  by  Thomas  Carew,  esq.  aM  ^er  comni^ 
vioners  for  charitable  uses,  agiunst  the  consef vatorpp. 
'fo  this  decree  the  conservators  made  an  apfiefd.  Tlw 
«Sect  of  the  decree  was,  that  for  four  yeaiSi  whUe  tin 
afiair  was  pending  in  Chancery^  the  justices  at  tht 
quarter-sessions  suspended  the  allowiiig  and  signing 
«f  the  accounts  of  the  conservatQrs»  till  Jaly,  1787, 
when,  by  an  ord^r  of  the  high  court  of  Cbanceryt  the 
decree  had  been  reversed.  This  order  gave  a  legal 
authority  to  the  proceedings  of  the  conservators,^  aod 
afforded  an  honourable  testimony  to  the  trqth  and 
integrity  of  their  accountst 

The  following  account  of  this  decree  is  extracted 
from  the  **  Report  of  the  Commissiooers  for  inqniripig 
into  the  present  state  of  Charities''  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, 1821* 

<*  It  appears  that  hy  a  decree  of  the  commissioneniy 
in  virtae  of  a  commission  under  the  statute  of  ch^iji^ 
tabte  usest  passed  in  the  43d  of  Elizabeth,  dated  the 
5Ui  day  of  August,  1734^  and  which  decree  was  dated 
the  21st  day  of  June,  1735,  it  was  adjnc^red  and 
decreed,  that  the  said  conservators  having  iUegaOf 
QHkwed  and  charged,  i/k  their  books  of  accoimt  of  Qm 
receipts  and  disbursements  in  relaticm  to  the  making 
^  keeping  the  said  river  navigaUe,  sevmd  ^^oiibi- 
f^9  nniieeessary*  »9A  wwarnxitable  chaiiges,  by 
wheFfKtf  ^  €km%y  inieodad  and  enaeted  b^ 


lh«  said  tvo  acts  of  parliament,  for  the  beaefit  ckf 
ihe  said  poor  of  Tanntoo,  was,  aad  had  been  loa|f  pra* 
tracted  and  delayed  ;  and  partieulariy  in  that  the  said 
conservators  had,  in  the  progress  of  their  said  acGouod^ 
charged  the  tolls  of  the  said  river  Tone  to  be  debtor 
nnto  thein  the  said  conservators^  in  the  stu»  of  ton 
thousand  and  eighty-sev^  poands,  three  shillings,  and 
ten*pence,  as  and  for  the  interest^  and  interesl  upon 
interest,  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  forty-seven 
pounds,  and  twenty  pounds  e^bt  shillings ;  which  sons 
of  twenty  pounds  eight  shilliagmapfkear^  to  be  undal^ 
charged,  and  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  and  forty* 
seven  pounds  to  be  only  intemfc  doo  for  a  fomser  som 
by  them  expended  in  making  null  keeping  the  said 
river  navigable ;  and  also  in  that  the  said  conservators 
had,  in  the  year  1708,  ch(U^ed  the  said  river  debtor  ia 
tiie  sum  of  five  hundred  and  tweoty*eight  puundi^ 
fifteen  shillings,  and  deven  penc^  as  and  for  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  obtaining  the  said  act  of  parliament 
of  the  0th  of  queen  Anne,  and  likewise  with  interest 
upon  interest  for  the  same  snm^  home  to  the  time  of 
imking  up  their  last  accounts,  to  wit,  the  24th  day  ef 
June  then  last  past;  which,  with  the  said  interest 
thereof,  as  the  said  commissioners  computed  the  saose^ 
amounted  to  two  thousand,  five  hundred,  and  forty-five 
poond{»,  ten  filings,  and  six-pence ;  and  farther  in  thai 
the  said  conservators  had  in  their  said  accounts  charged 
the  said  river  debtor  in  one  hundred  and  twenty«thran 
ponnds,deven  shillings,  and  one  penny,  for  asonies  paM 
to  the  filKrift  and  juries,  and  treating  and  entertaining 
lliem,  and  drinking  themselves,  and  other  sncb  nnj Mt, 
mmecesnry  expenses,  as  in  their  said  aecenala 


mentioned  and  specified,  and  were  found  by  the 
inqaisition  therein  recited ;  which  said  rams  of  four 
thousand  and  eighty-seven  pounds,  three  shillings,  and 
ften-pence — two  thousand,  five  hundred,  and  forty-five 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  and  six-pence — and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  and  one 
penny,  being  added  together,  inake  the  sum  of  six  thou- 
sand, seven  hundred,  and  fifty-six  pounds,  five  shillings^ 
and  five-pence ;  which  being  deducted  from  the  sum  of 
seven  thousand,  one  hundred,  and  thirty-one  ponodi^ 
fifteen  shilling^,  and  two-pence,  being  the  sum  pre* 
tended  or  charged  by  the  said  conservators  to  be  die 
balance  of  their  last  accounts,  home  to  the  24th  day 
of  June  thftti  last  pant,  would,  as  the  said  commissioo* 
ers  computed  the  same,  reduce  such  balance  to  three 
hundred,  and  seventy-five  pounds,  nine  shillings^  and 
nine-pence,  but  in  regard  the  said  conservators  most 
have  been  at  some  considerable  necessary  expenses,  ia 
obtaining  the  said  last-mentioned  act  of  parliamaiit^ 
they,  the  said  commissioners,  did  think  fit  to  allow 
them  three  hundred  pounds  for  the«anie,  which  tb^ 
adjudged  to  be  a  suflicient  sum  for  that  purpose;  which, 
with  the  simple  interest  for  the  same,  which  they  also 
thought  fit  to  allow,  made,  as  they  computed  the  same^ 
one  thousand,  one  hundred,  and  forty-three  pounds, 
nine  shillings,  and  nine-pence ;  which  said  sum  of  one 
thousand,  one  hundred,  and  forty-three  pounds,  nine 
shilliogSf  t^nd  nine-pence,  they,  the  said  commissioners^ 
adjudged  and  decreed  to  be  the  just,  true,  and  onlj 
balance  of  accounts  due  to  the  said  conservators  from 
the  said  river,  or  the  tolls  or  duties  thereof,  on  the  said 
Mth  day  of  June  then  last  past,  and  that  the  said  liver 
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^onef  or  tlie  tolls  and  duties  arUing  thereupon,  should 
be  accountable  or  answerable  to  the  said  conservators 
for  no  more  or  otherwise. 

^^  And  it  was  farther  adjudged,  ordered,  and  decreed, 
that  after  deducting  the  current  necessary  expenses  of 
keeping  the  said  river  navigable,  and  collecting  the 
said  tolls,  the  said  conservators  should,  on  making  up 
their  yearly  accounts  every  year,  pay  off  and  discharge 
the  interest  of  the  then  preceding  year's  balance  of 
( accounts,  and  forthwith,  from  time  to  time,  apply  and 
pay  the  overplus  of  the  preceding  year's  revenues  of  the 
aaid  river  towards  the  sinking  such  principal  balance, 
until  the  whole  should  be  discharged ;  and  from  that 
time  apply  and  employ  all  the  future  revenues,  tolls, 
and  duties,  arising  from  the  said  river,  or  the  naviga- 
tion thereof,  in  and  about  the  charitable  uses,  and  in 
such  manner  as  by  the  said  acts  of  parliament,  or  either 
of  them,  was  enacted  and  directed. 

<<  By  another  act  of  44th  George  III.  it  is  provided, 
that  after  the  conservators  should  be  reimbursed  their 
principal  monies  And  interest,  then  the  tolls  should  be 
reduced  as  therein  mentioned ;  and  it  was  thereby 
directed,  that  the  clause  of  the  former  act,  respecting 
auditing  the  accounts,  should  be  repealed,  and  instead 
of  the  powers  thereby  given,  the  accounts  of  the  con- 
servators, and  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  if  and  when 
required  by  the  said  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  or  any 
five  of  the  said  justices  without  the  said  bishop,  should 
be  brought  before  the  said  bishop  and  justices,  or  any 
five  of  the  said  justices  without  the  said  bishop,  between 
Ae  first  of  August  and  the  next  general  quarter-sessions 
of  the  peace,  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  said  county,  at 
such  place  as  by  the  said  bishop  and  justices,  or  any 
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£?«  cf  the  said  justices  urtthoat  the  nid  bishop, 
be^ppomted,  to  be  then  aod  there  escamined  and  cor- 
rected ;  and  that  the  said  accounts  so  made  up,  whether 
or  not  die  tame  should  have  heen  examined  and  oor* 
ffoctod  by  the  said  bishop  and  justices,  or  any  of  themt 
siwuld  be  bronglrt  before  the  4nad  bishop  and  jostioas, 
or  any  five  of  the  said  justices  in  the  absence  of  Urn 
said  bishop,  at  the  opening,  of  the  ooort  of  the  next 
^arter^sesMons  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  for  the  aaid 
ooonty,  after  the  first  of  August,  yearly,  there  to 
rsmain  during  the  whole  of  the  sessions,  for  ^km 
inspection  of  any  person,  without  fee  or  reward. 

'«  The  accounts  of  the  conservators  appear  to  hnvs 
proceeded  foam  the  year  1736,  upon  the  footii^  of  the 
haknce  of  seven  thonsaod,  one  hundred,  and  thirty-^ma 
pounds,  due  the  24th  of  June,  1734,  and  not  of  the 
reduced  balance  of  one  thousand,  one  hundred,  and 
forty-three  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  nine-pence. 

«« At  the  foot  of  the  account  for  1734,  ending  the  24th 
of  June,  1736,  and  which  was  allowed  at  the  genersl 
quarter*sessioiiB,  in  1739,  there  is  a  minute,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy :  By  reason  of  the  decree,  made 
by  virtue  of  a  commission  for  charitable  uses,  this 
present  account  was  suspended,  and  not  allowed  or 
yigned,  according  to  the  date  thereof;  which  decree, 
by  an  order  of  the  high  court  of  Chancery  being 
reversed,  we  have  now  inspected,  examined,  allowed, 
and  signed  the  said  account,  the  lOthday  of  Ju]y,l739/' 

''  And  the  accounts  for  1736,  1736,  and  1737,  were 
fiassed  by  the  justices  at  the  same  sessions.  In  Kke 
ananner  the  accounts  proceeded  to  the  24lh  of  June, 
1796,  twfaen  there  was^i  balance  due  to  die  conservatma 
9tmxij^mM  thousaadi  seven  Imndvedi  andeorefitywiine 
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piNlndiy  irixte^A  shillttigs,  and  five-pence  halfpenny^ 
9ti6  jiiHtk^s  did  net  pass  any  other  aceoant  tin  tibe 
5ear  1803,  and  in  the  intermediate  titne,  the  statute  c^ 
44H&  "George  HI.  above  noticed  passed,  reducing  th^ 
iMikiice  then  daimed  by  the  conservators  to  be  doe  to 
iStMtk  ofmnety-ninethonsand,  eight  hundred,  and  eleven 
pounds^  fourteen  shillings,  and  three-pence,  to  thirteen 
iiioasand  poonAi ;  and  the  accotints  from  the  year  l^OS 
to  the  present  time  have  proceeded  upon  this  rednced 
birfance,  and  have  be^n  regnlaiiy  passed  4>y  the  justiceih 
atHteir  <)oarter-sessions.  The  trustees  receive  the  pro- 
duce of  the  tolls,  without  any  other  charges  opon  them 
than  the  original  debt,  which  on  the  24th  of  June,  1819, 
was  ten  thousand,  and  sixty«-seven  pounds,  two  shillings, 
and  ten-pence.  They  paid  off  that  year  six  hundred  and 
thirty-three  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  ten-pence  of 
the  principal.  The  tolls  from  24th  June,  1819,  to 
24th  June,  1820,  amounted  to  two  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred, and  seventy  pounds,  two  shillings,  and  four-pence ; 
out  of  which  they  had  to  pay  six  hundred  and  four 
pounds,  and  six-pence,  being  one  year*s  interest  on  the 
ten  thousand,  and  sixty-seven  pounds,  two  shillings,  and 
ten-pence,  at  six  per  cent.  The  year's  disbursements 
amounted  to  one  thousand  and  ninety  •-three  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings,  and  eleven«<pence ;  and  the  surplus 
to  go  in  reduction  of  the  ten  thousand,  and  sixty-seven 
pounds,  two  shillings,  and  ten-pence,  would  be  four 
iiundred  and  seventy-two  pounds,  three  shilKngs,  and 
"eleven-pence,  leaving  the  debt  on  the  24th  of  June, 
I8S0,  nine  thousand,  five  hundred,  and  ninety-four 
pHunds,  eighteen  shillings,  and  eleven-pence.  When 
lifts  debt  is  quite  paid  off,  the  tolls  are  to  be  reduced 
according ^0  Hbe  act  of  Anne;  andihen^  after  thft 
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necessary  expenditure  of  the  year,  the  surplus  will 
be  applicable  to  the  poor.  It  is  difficult  to  say  with 
certainty  within  what  time  there  will  be  any  available 
surplus ;  but  it  seems  that  if  the  tolls  increase,  as  they 
have  done  for  some  years  past,  there  is  some  reason  td 
expect  that  there  will  be  a  benefit  for  the  poor;  though 
such  an  event  must  be  considered  as  remote,  sincet 
when  the  debt  is  paid  off,  the  tolls  will  be  so  reduced 
mider  the  act,  as  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  to  be  covered 
and  exhausted  by  the  necessary  current  expenditure.** 
The  following  tables  will  enable  the  reader  to  form 
pm  idea  of  the  utility  of  the  navigation,  and  its  increase* 


JUM,  1717. 

1718 379  4  51 

1719 347  «  lOi 

1720 ••...  368  0  1^ 

1721 342  13  10 

1722 430  7  9| 

1723 407  5  6 

1724 .•...  361  12  lOi 

1725 390  14  5| 

1726 431  16  Of 

1727 404  15  11 

1728 387  12  4i 

1820,    -  -  i:2,16l  2*. 


Jne,  1778. 

1779 620  11  1 

1780 667  14  t 

1781 587  13  S 

1782 621  5  6 

1783 633  4  1 

1784 658  13  2 

1785 594  17  3 

1786 693  9  3 

1787 710  7  11 

1788 737  5  S 

1789 668  3  4 

4d. 


1821,  -  .  <£2,368  J9*.  8A 
The  preceding  statement  clearly  proves,  that  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Tone  is  greatly  on  the  improve* 
ment,  and  is  productive  of  increasing  benefits  to 
Taunton  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  town  of  Bridg- 
water must  have  derived  from  it  essential  advantages. 
It  is  certain,  that  the  coal  trade  has^  of  late  yeary^ 
wach  increased  both  there^  and  at  Taunton. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE   POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS    AND    REVOLUTIONS   IN 

WHICH  TAUNTON   HAS   BEEN  THE  SCENE  OF  ACTION 

TRANSACTIONS  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  HENRY  THE  SEVENTH— 
fPIVILWAR  IN  THE  REION  OF  CHARLES  THE  FIRST-SIEGE 

.  OF  TAUNTON SIEGE  RAISED ^THE  SIEGE  RENEWED 

REBELLION  UNDER  THE  DUKE  OF  MONMOUTH ^MON- 
MOUTH PROCLAIMED   KING   AT  TAUNTON BATTLE  OF 

SEDGEMOOR DUKE  OF  MONMOUTH  AND  LORD  GREY 

^AKEN  PRISONERS-EXECUTION  OF  MONMOUTH-JUDGE 
JEFFREYS'S  BLOODY  ASSIZES-SUFFERERS  AT  TAUNTON— 
ANECDOTES  OF  PERSONS  CONCERNED  IN  THE  DUKE  OF 

MONMOUTH'S  REBELUON ^BRIEF  SKETCHES  OF  JUDGE 

JEFFREYS,  COLONEL  KIRKE,  AND  LORD  FEVERSHAM. 

We  mot  «.w  tan.,  fK>m  the  y»w  .f  the  mild  and 
enriching  operations  of  trade  and  commerce,  to  scenes 
of  tqmult,  distress^  and  blood.  Taunton  has  not  been 
more  noted  for  the  former^  than  it  has  been  distinguished 
for  the  latter.  The  few  particulars  and  short  accounts 
of  the  different  fates  of  its  castle,  which  we  have  been 
able  to  collect,  are  sufficient  to  shew  that  it  had  a  share. 
in  the  contests  of  the  Saxon  kings,  and  in  the  civil  wars 
between  the. houses  of  York  and  Lancaster. 

TRANSACTIONS   IN    TH£    REIGN    OF   HENRY   Til. 

Taqnton  became  particularly  the  theatre  of  military 
action  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  seventh.  After  this 
prince  had  been  seated  about  twelve  years  on  the  throne, 
he  met  with  a  competitor  for  the  crown,  in  a  person 
who  bore  the  name  of  Perkin  Warbeck.  He  was 
repres^t^  ip  the  proplamation  issued  out  against  himj 
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by  the  order  of  Henry,  to  be  the  son  of  John  Osbecke,  & 
converted  jew,  comptroller  of  Toomay,  in  Flanders. 
But  he  himself  founded  his  pretensions  to  the  crown, 
on  his  bein;;  the  real  duke  of  York,  Richard,  the 
younger  son  of  king  Edward  IV.  who,  with  his  brother, 
had  been  supposed  U>  have  been  muitlered  in  the  Tower, 
by  the  order  of  his  uncle  Richard  III ;  and  the  curioot 
investigations  of  an  ingenious  modern  writer*  have 
given  plausibility  to  his  claims.  It  is  certain,  that, 
whether  it  was  owing  to  a  conviction  of  this  being  his 
real  character,  or  to  jealousy  and  resentment,  he  was 
patronized  and  assisted,  on  the  authority  of  these  pte^ 
tensions,  by  the  duchess  dowager  of  Burgundy,  skrter 
of  .Edward  IV.  and  by  the  king  of  Scotland,  who 
consented  to  give  him  in  marriage  the  lady  Catbifine 
Gordon,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Huntley,  of  tha. 
bloud  royal  of  Scotland.  Assisted  by  this  patreliage. 
Parkin  Warbeck,  for  five  yeafs^  baraased  the  gotem- 
ment,  and  alarmed  the  mind  of  Henry ;  and  involved 
him  in  a  war  with  the  Scottish  king.  This  war 
afforded  him  a  pretext  for  demanding  of  his  subjects  a 
subsidy  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds^  to 
enable  him  to  defend  the  nation. 

These  measures  involved  the  town  of  Taonton  in 
their  operation.    The  subsidy  was  raised  with  great 

*  Mr.  Horace  Walpdle,  la  hif  <<  HisCofic  Doabts  ;*'  awork^ 
which  goes  to  clear  up  the  eharactor  of  king  Richard  III.  from 
scTsral  charges,  which  haTO^  for  ages^  entailed  an  odlan  npoa  it^ 
The  lord  treasurer,  Oxford,  who  read  as  mach  of  histoiy,  tad  wMi 
as  much  jadgment|  as  any  man  of  his  time,  thought  the  aquments 
addaced  by  Mr.  Walpole,  to  proTO  that  Perkin  Warbeck  waa  tie 
real  dnko  of  York,  had  the  appearance  of  being  condasiva.— 
Grmnger'i  Biogn^hktU  UitiOfy,  toh  1«  Sftf.  p.  M«  Mib.    T. 
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rigoar;  and  the  provost  of  Penryn,  the  receiver  of  thiri 
tax  in  Cornwall,  rendered  himself  particularly  ob* 
noKioos  to  the  poor,  but  robust  and  spirited,  people 
of  that  county  ;  a  great  number  of  whom,  under  the 
conduct  of  Thomas  Flammock,  a  lawyer,  and  Michael 
Joseph,'  a  blacksmith,  took  arms,  and  rose  up  against 
the  provost,  who  fled  from  their  rage  to  Exetei^,  and| 
being  pursued  thither,  withdrew  into  Somersetsh|re« 
and  sought  security  in  the  castle  of  Taunton.  Here 
be  was  seized  by  his  countrymen,  and  killed.  Elated 
with  this  success  and  revenge,  they  continued  their 
march  to  Wells,  where  they  were  joined  by  lord  Aud-^ 
ley,*  a  noblemto  of  an  ancient  family,  popular  in  his 
deportment,  but  vain,  ambitious,  and  restless  in  hia 
temper.  He  had,  from  the  beginning,  maintained  a  ^ 
aeeret  correspondence  with  the  first  movers  of  the 
'  ioanrreettoni  and  was  now  joyfully  received  by  them 
as  their  leader.   Proud  of  the  countenance  given  them 

'  ^<  A(  Ilarwood,  in  the  comity  of  Derofi,  as  people  talk,  that 
▼allant  blacksmith,  Michael  Joseph,  (so  might  I  call  fatm,  iiad  It 
been  in  a  better  cause,)  when  he  passed  in  his  jonrney  to  Taantoo^ 
left  a  badge  of  his  trade  in  the  chnrch.door.*' — Riidon*i  Surv^^f 
Devoftj  p*  285. 

*  This  lord  Audley  was  of  a  rery  ancient  and  honourable  family. 
He  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Fulke  Bourchier,  lord  FKswarlne, 
and  sister  to  the  earl  of  Bath,  by  which  he  became  piopnlar  fa 
Dat oflskire  and  Cornwall.  In  the  8th  of  Henry  VII.  he  attended 
thai  king  at  the  siqge  of  Boalogne,  and  four  years  after  had  son. 
mons  to  parliament.  Joining  with  the  Cornishmen  in  their  Insorrec. 
tion,  as  abovementionetl,  and  being  taken  prisoner,  he  was  drawn 
from  Newgate  to  Tower.hlll,  in  his  own  coat  of  arms,  palated  oa 
paper,  bnt  rerersed  and  torn,  and  there  beh^ftded,  the  98th  of  Jane, 
1407.  His  body  was  baried  in  the  Blackfriars,  near  Ludgate.*— 
CoUimU  PecragBf  1813}  vol,  t1«  p.  662. 
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by  60  considerable  a  nobleman,  they  proceeded  from 
Wells)  under  his  lord8hip*8  banners^  through  Salisbury 
and  Winchester,  to  Blackheath,  where  the  king  drew 
vp  his  forces  to  give  them  battle.  Being  vigorously 
attacked  by  lord  Daubeny,  who  commanded  one  body 
of  the  royal  army,  they  were  routed,  two  thousand 
were  killed,  and  the  rest  were  forced  to  surrender. 
Lord  Audley  was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  and  Flam* 
mock  and  Joseph'  were  executed  at  Tyburn,  the  24th 
of  June,  1497. 

This  defeat  only  irritated,  instead  of  subduing,  the 
spirit  of  the  Cornishmen ;  and  urged  them  to  new 
efforts  against  oppression.  They  looked  out  for  a 
popular  leader,  and  thetr  views  turned  to  Peikin 
Warbeck.  There  was  wisdom  in  this  choice,  as  the 
ifature  of  his  claims  gave  dignity  to  the  cause,  and  was 
calculated  to  draw  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  still 
attached  to  the  house  of  York,  into  ihe  same  measures. 
He  was  invited  from  Ireland,  whither  he  had  retired, 
after  a  defeat  which  the  Scottish  king  had  received. 
Acceding  to  the  proposal  from  Cornwall,  he  landed  at 
Whitsand-bay,  on  tlie  southern  coast  of  that  county, 
assumed  the  title  of  Richard  IV.  and,  by  public 
proclamation,  invited  the  people  to  his  standard.  He 
raised  a  considerable  force,  and  attempted  to  take  the 
oity  of  Exeter  by  storm.  Failing  in  that  design,  he 
advanced  to  Taunton ;  where,  on  the  20th  of  Septem* 
ber,  1497,  he  mustered  his  forces,  threw  the  town  into 
great  consternation,  seized  the  castle,  and  seemed  de* 
l^rmined  to  make  a  stand.  But  being  closely  pursued 

'  Joseph  seemed  to  exult  in  his  end,  and  boasted,  with  a  prepos. 
teroos  ambiUon,  that  he  shboid  make  a  figim  in  history. 
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hj  Edward  CourteDay,  earl  of  Devonshire,  vr\n\e  the 
king  advanced  against  him  with  a  formidable  armiyy 
tmd  finding  himself  deserted  by  his  men,  who,  disheart- 
ened by  the  spirited  defence  made  at  Exeter,  withdrew 
from  him  secretly,  in  various  companies,  his  firmness 
forsook  him,  he  deserted  his  armyi  and,  wHb  sixty 
horsemen,  fled  to  the  New  Forest,  in  Hampshire, 
where  he  took  sanctnary  in  Beauliea  monastery,  hot 
far  from  Southampton. 

Previously  to  his  flight,  circumstances  threatened, 
that  Taunton  would  become  the  scene  of  a  bloody 
action.  Desperation  had  inflamed  the  Gornishmen, 
and  they  had  appeared  determined  to  gain  a  victory, 
or  not  live  a  day  longer.  The  king,  upon  hearing 
that  Warbeck  was  gone  to  Taunton,  hastened  thither 
with  all  speed,  attended  by  Edward,  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of 
young  nobility  and  gentry,  who  served  as  volunteers, 
and  who  longed  for  an  opportunity  of  displaying  their 
courage  and  their  loyalty. 

Amongst  those  who  formed  the  king's  army  were 
sir  Alexander  Baynham,  sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  sir 
Kobert  Tame,  sir  John  Guise,  sir  Robert  Poyntz,  sir 
Henry  Yernon,    sir   John  Mortimer,    sir  Thomas. 
Tremayle,  sir  Edward  Sutton,  sir  Amias  Paulett,  sir 
John  Bicknell,  sir  John  Sapcote,  sir  Hugh  Luttrell, 
and  sir  Francis  Gheyney.  When  the  king  approached 
the  town,  whether  he  were  averse  to  delay,  or  feared 
the  turn  of  fortune's  wheel,  he  sent  before  him  Robert, 
lord  Brooke,  lord  steward  of  the  household ;  Giles^ 
lord  Daubeny,  lord  chamberlain  ;  and  sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas;  to  make. the  attack,  and  begin  the  battle; 
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while  be  followed  with  hit  forces,  either  to  refreA 
them*  after  the  armies  shoald  have  come  to  actioiH 
with  new  sticcuars,  or,  before  be  were  aeeo,  to  betet  the 
eoemy  in  the  rear.  But  the  flight  uf  Warbeck  sapefw 
■eded  his  policy,  prevented  the  risk  of  an  engageaieDl^ 
and  left  to  the  king  the  enjoyment  of  a  bloodkti 
triomph.' 

Thetie  transactions  serve  to  give  oa  an  idea  of  the 
importance  in  which  Taunton  was  held  for  eentsries 
back,  by  the  different  parties  in  our  civil  contests.  It  re- 
mained a  place  of  considerable  strength  till  the  unbap|^ 
civil  wars  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  when  it  became  aa 
olgect  of  vigorous  struggle  between  the  royal  aod  paiw 
liamentary  forces,  which  should  possess  its  ftirtresa;  ibr 
it  was  considered  as  the  k6y  of  the  west  of  Englaad. 

Cmi.  WAR  IN  THB    &EIGN   OF  OQABUKS  I. 

It  is  remote  from  the  nature  and  design  of  this  work, 
to  enter  into  a  minute  and  full  account  of  the  grounds 
of  the  war  which  took  place  between  Charles  I.  and 
bis  parliament.  We  would  only  observe  in  general, 
that  the  design  of  that  monarch  to  extend  the  prero- 
gative beyond  the  bounds  of  the  constitution  gave  rise 
to  a  long  Hnd  bloody  contest,  which  ended  in  the  violent 
death  of  the  king,  and  in  throwing  the  nf^tion  into  a 
state  of  anarchy.  This  design  appeared  in  various 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  measures.  The  king,  in 
different  instances,  invaded  the  privileges,  and  at- 
tempted to  annul  the  power,  and  even  the  existence, 
of  the  parliament ;  frequently  dissplving  it  in  displea- 
sure, and  governipg  twelve  years  without  il^    H^ 

]  Grafton's  ChroDide,  toU  tL  p.  eM>  0S5. 
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mmcted  money  of  hts  siibjeets  in  different  illegal  ways, 
partionlariy  under  the  titles  of  ship-monejf  and   Amim. 

The  former  was  raised  by  a  writ,  iq  fprm  of  a  law, 
wd  directfsd  to  every  county  in  Englaodi  to  provide 
a  «liip  of  war,  and  send  it  by  suoh  a  day,  to  sneb  a 
]place,  amply  equipped  and  manned.  Of  Somersetshire 
was  required  one  shipf  of  six  hundred  and  forty  tons, 
mnd  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  men*  These  writs  were 
Mcompanied  with  instractions  to  the  sherifft  to  levy 
upon  his  county,  instead  of  a  ship,  such  a  sum  of 
money  ;  from  whence  this  tax  had  its  denomination.  It 
Jirodueed  to  the  king*s  coffer3,  for  some  years,  the 
annual  sqm  of  two  hundr/^d  thousand  pounds.  It  is 
xemarkable,  that  the  king  ww  iidvised  to  adopt  tbii 
jnethod  of  bringing  money  into  hts  exchequer,  oo  the 
aathority  of  some  old  preeedents,  by  his  attorney- 
general,  Mr.  Noy  ;  who,  before  he  was  preferred  by 
the  court,  had  distinguished  himself  by  his  opposition 
to  it,  and  had  ^'  always  been  ready  to  entertain  any 
canse,  whereby  he  might  clash  with  the  prerogative."' 

Another  mode  of  supplying  his  wants,  without  the 
aid  of  parliament,  which  the  king  pursued,  was  by 
letters,  under  his  privy  seal,  into  the  several  counties 
of  England,  directed  to  those  who  were  supposed  best 
able  to  lend,  requiring,  by  way  of  loan,  suqh  sums  as 
each  was  taxed  at.  They  were  accompanied  with 
letters,  by  one  of  the  king's  servants,  exacting  an  im* 
mediate  attention  to  his  majesty's  requisition,  under 
the  threat  of  being  summoned  before  tbeking  in  person, 
A  specimen  of  these  letters,  from  one  sent  to  Robert 
Imcas»  esq.  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

*  flowsll'tLeMmy  17S4»  p.  S4e^  940. 
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Taunton,  is  given  in  the  note  below/  The  terfonheM 
forth  in  these  requisitions  were  not  meant  to  raise  nan 

"  CHARLES  R. 

Tratty  and  Wel.beIo?ed,  We  greet  yon  welL  Wherees  all  Our 
Sabjects  of  the  Kiogdome  of  Emglamd  and  Dominion  of  Wides^  tarn 
both  by  their  Allegiance  and  the  Act  of  Pacification  bound  to  reiist 
and  soppresse  all  Bnch  of  Onr  SobjectB  of  SwtUmd^  as  bare  in  a 
hostile  manner  already  entered  or  shall  hereafter  enter  into  tliis 
Kingdome.  And  by  Law,  yonr  Personall  serricoi  attended  in  a 
warlike  manner  for  the  resistance  of  this  Invasion,  may  be  required 
by  Vs,  which  We  Desire  to  spare,  Chasing  father,  to  inn^  yonr 
aksistance  for  the  maintenance  of  Our  Army  in  a  free  and  Tolontaij 
expression  of  yonr  Affections  to  Oar  Serrioe  and  the  safety  of  this 
Kingdome,  And  whereas  the  Members  of  both  Hoases  of  Parlia. 
meat  Assembled  tit  Ostford,  have  taken  into  their  Consideration  the 
necessity  of  sapportiog  Onr  Army,  for  the  Defence  of  Ys  and  Onr 
People  against  this  InTasion,  and  for  the  preserration  of  the  Religion, 
Lawes,  and  Liberties  of  this  Kingdome,  and  thereupon  hare  agrsed 
vpon  the  speedy  raising  of  the  Summe  of  One  Hundred  Thousand 
pounds  by  Loane  from  particular  Persons,  towards  the  which  them, 
selves  have  adraoced  a  very  Considerable  Proportion,  and  by  their 
Eiamples  hope,  That  Our  well-affected  Subjects  throughout  the 
Kingdome  will  in  a  short  time  make  up  the  Remainder,  whereby 
We  shall  not  only  be  enabled  to  pay  and  recruite  Our  Army,  but 
likewise  be  enabled  to  put  our  Armies  in  such  a  condition,  as  Our 
Subjects  shall  not  suffer  by  Frte.Quarter  or  the  unrulinesse  of  Our 
Soldiers,  which  is  now  in  present  Agitation,  aod  will,  (We  no  way 
doubt,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Members  of  both  Houses  assembled)  be 
speedily  effected.  We  doc  towards  so  good  a  Work,  by  the  Ap- 
probation and  Advice  of  the  said  Members  of  both  Houses  here 
assembled,  desire  you  forthwith  to  lend  Ys  (he  Summe  of  TWnfy 
Pounds^  or  the  value  thereof  in  Plate,  toucht  Plate,  at  five  shillings, 
untoucht  plate  at  foure  shillings  foure  pence  per  ounce;  and  to  pay 
or  deliver  the  same  within  seven  dales  after  the  Receipt  hereof,  to 
the  Hands  of  the  High-Sheriffe  of  that  Our  County,  or  to  such  whom 
he  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  (upon  his  acquittances  of  the 
Receipt  thereoO  ^^o  h  forthwith  to  retume  and  pay  the  same  at 
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fears ;  bat  were  dctaailly  productive  of  severe  evUil  to 
those  who  opposed  this  measure.  In  London,  some 
aldermen,  who  refused  to  deliver  in  a  list  of  those  who 
in  their  wards  might  be  judged  able  to  lend,  vveYe 
comtnitted  to  prison ;  and  divers  gentlemen  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  denied  the  loan,  (in  the  whole 
twenty-two  knights,  and  others  of  birth  and  character, 
to  the  number  of  sevefnty-eight,)  were  thrown  into 
gaols,  where  many  of  them  contracted  such  diseases 
as  cost  them  their  lives.' 

Corpus  Chritii  Colledge,  in  Oxford,  to  the  hands  of  the  Earle  of 
Bath^  the  Lord  Seymour^  Mr.  lohn  Aihbumhamy  and  Mr.  lokn 
Feiiipiacey  or  any  of  them,  who  are  appointed  Treasnrers  for  the 
recelTing  and  issuing  thereof  b j  the  said  Members,  (by  whose  Order 
only  (he  said  Money  is  to  bo  disposed)  and  to  gi?e  Receipts  for  the 
same,  the  which  We  promise  to  repay  as  soone  as  God  shall  enable 
Vs;  This  Snmme  being  to  be  advanced  with  speed.  We  are  neces- 
sitated to  apply  Onr  Self es  to  such  Persons  as  your  selfe,  of  whose 
Ability  and  Affection  We  have  Confidence,  giving  yon  this  Assu. 
ran^,  that  in  such  further  Charges,  that  the  necessity  of  Onr  Inst 
Defence  shall  inforce  Vs  to  require  of  Our  good  Subjects,  your 
forwardnesse  and  disbursements  shall  be  considered  to  your  best 
Advantage.  And  so  presuming  you  will  not  faile  to  ezpresse  your 
Affection  herein,  We  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  Our  Court  ttt 
OxroBD,  the  14  day  0/ February,  tn  the  Nineteenth  year  of  Our 
Baigne.     1645. 

By  the  Advice  of  the  Memhere  of  both  Houees  Assembkd  at 
Oxford.  ED.  LITTLETON  C. 

Somersett.    To  Robert  Luckit  of  St.  Deaeoni. 

The  demand  in  the  above  letter  may  appear  to  be  sanctioned  by 
parliament.  The  reader  will  observe  therefore,  that  the  members 
mentioned  by  the  king  were  such  as  had  deserted  the  parliament 
which  met  at  Westminster,  or  had  been  disabled,  and  had  joined  the 
king  at  Oitord.—fVhitelo€ke'f  Memorials^  p.  76.    T. 

'  Wcl  wood's  Memoirs,  p.  392,  308;  and  Oldmizon's  History  of 
the  Stuarts,  p.  00,  92. 
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8avb  mMmres  ooold  not  fail  to  rooie  the  in^igM^ 
tiM  of  a  free  people.  The  whole  kingdom  became 
the  seat  of  war :  Mome  joiued  the  piirliameQt»  otben 
enlisted  under  the  royal  standard,  and  every  county 
flowed  with  the  blood  of  fellow  citizens 

In  1645  the  king  had  all  the  county  pf  Somerset  ia 
his  power,  except  Taunton.  The  town  had  been  taken 
by  the  parliament's  forces,  in  Angost,  1642.  About 
this  period,  sir  Ralph  (afterwards  lord)  Uopton^  a 
gentleman  of  great  mental  and  bodily  accomplishmenti, 
and  trained  to  war  in  the  Low  Countries,  had  rendered 
the  king  most  important  services  in  the  west ;  wbeie, 
in  a  few  months^  he  raised  a  formidable  army,  and 
fortified  no  less  than  forty  garrisons.'  To  check  the 
process  of  his  influence,  and  to  prevent  the  dangers 
threatened  by  his  growing  fortunes,  sir  William  Waller 
advanced  into  these  parts,  with  a  well  fumkihed  army; 
and  taking  possession  of  Taunton,  was  particularly  the 
objeet  of  the  direction  given  to  one  body  of  the  par* 
liament's  forces.  The  views  of  the  parliament,  in  the 
west,  were  greatly  assisted  by  the  conduct  of  sir  John 
Hcirner,  Mr.  Alexander  Popham,  and  other  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Sandford,  the  high-sheriff  of  Somerset,  was 
attached  to  its  interest.  The  principal  gentry  of  the 
neighbourhood,  the  trained  bands,  the  mayor  and  prin* 
cipal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  aided,  with  horse  and 
foot,  the  intention  of  securing  this  place  for  the 
parliament.^  When,on  taking  it,the  houses  of  suspected 

'  Pnu«er*s  Blogmphical  Hbtory,  vol.  iu  p.  aS0;  and  Um/k'% 
Chroaicle,  p.  40. 

*  OUbni^OQ  lays,  (Bigt  of  «1m  Stuarts,  p.  308,)  tliat  <^  m  WBIkm 
Portnan,  Mr.  Coloa,  Mr.  Pyne,  and  others,  aatoffsd  Taanitra  with 
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persons  were  searched^  in  that  of  Mr.  Browne,  a  popish 
recosant,  they  found  armoar  for  sixty  men;  in  alder- 
man f3kinaer*s^  arms  for  twenty  men ;  and,  in  Mr« 
Tacker*s,  the  coUectQr  of  rents,  and  steward  to  the 
bishop  of  Winchester,  arms  for  one  hundred  men, 
horse  and  foot,  twenty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  fifty 
great  saddles,  and  shot  of  all  sorts.  The  search  was 
made  throng  the  neighboorhood,  and  even  the  county ; 
and  from  irarioua  places,  including  the  towns  of  Bridg- 
water, Wells,  Bath«  Ilchester,  Glastonbury,  Ilminster, 
mnd  others,  they  coUeoted  stores  of  ammunition  and 
arms  for,  at  least,  eighteen  hundred  men;  great 
isddles^  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  light  horses,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty ;  and  ten  thousand  pounds  in  money. 
All  these  articles  were  conveyed  to  the  castle  in 
Taoalon,  and  knlged  there  under  the  custody  of  the 
asayor  and  aldermen,  with  a  sufficient  guard.' 
'  This  attempt  to  secure  and  fortify  Taunton  in  the 
interest  of  the  parliament  soon  met  with  a  temporary 
ia4[>ediment  and  defeat.     For,  in  the  next  year,  the 

m  body  of  horse  and  foot,"  and  got  posiession  of  the  arms,  ammuni- 
tioo,  and  monej,  as  mentiooed  in  the  text.  These  had  been  profided, 
bo  addty  bj  bishop  Curie,  *^  as  a  pioof  that  aobody  had  ewer  thought 
of  fliablog  war  for  church  and  king,  tiU  tlie  sari  of  Essex  was  oi|  the 
ftrch." 

<<  Thai  was  this  popaloas  trading  connty,"  he  continues,  <<  secured 
for  the  imrliament ;  but  through  the  corruption  of  the  leading  men, 
■ad  Hkt  inconstancy  of  the  people,  so  many  deserted  this  cause  after- 
yards,  as  gave  great  trouble  to  the  well^fected  in  those  parts.  Those 
deserters  were  not  the  Homers,  the  Pophams,  the  Harbyns,  the 
HBppeslers,  the  Wroths,  who  conttnued  in  the  interest  and  serrico 
of  tbeir  country." 

'  Yican'  Jehotah  Jireh^  or  Parliamentary  Chronic!^   1644^ 
p.  13ft. 
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marqaess  of  Hertford  drove  from  bence  the  pariB»» 
menVt  forceSt  and  took  poMcmiion  of  it  in  favoor  of  tlie 
king.    But  the  fruits  of  this  victory  were  not  ksting** 
For  in  1G44,  on  the  8th  of  July,  soon  after  the  battle 
of  Marston^moor,  colonel  filake  and  sir  Robert  Pye 
again  took  Taunton  for  the  parliament.     Colonel 
Reeves,  who  commanded  the  castle  for  the  kiog»  and 
his  soldiers,  had  quarters  given  them  to  march  4o 
Bridgwater.     There  were  found  in  the  castle  one 
demi-culverin  and  ten  other  small  pieces,  two  tons  of 
match,  eight  barrels  of  powder,  store  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  with  much  household  furniture,  and  plenty 
of  provisions.'  This  gave  great  strength  to  the  interest 
of  the  pariiament  in  the  west ;  which  was,  about  the 
same  time,  joined   by  four  thousand  volunteers  1  at 
Chard,  three  thousand  more  at  CoUumpton,  and  two 
thousand  raised  by  colonel  Ware,  and  entertained  at 
Barnstaple.     Colonel  Popham  was  ordered  to  Taun- 
ton, to  take  charge  of  a  regiment  raised  for  him  by 
the   county.*    But   the  violent  spirit  of  the  royal 
party,  nevertheless,  shewed  itself  in  outrageous  acts. 
Sir  Fraucis  Dodington,  meeting  with  a  minister,  on 
the  road  near  Taunton,  asked  him,  '<  Who  art  thou 
for,  priest  ?*'   who  answered,  **  For  God  and  his 
gospel.'*     Upon  which  Dodington  shot  him  dead.' 
Military  efforts  were  also  made  to  recover,  for  the 
king,  this  strong  town ;  for,  in  the  same  year,  three 
thousand  of  his  forces  besieged  it ;  but  the  governor, 

'  Rushworth's  CoUectioDS,  part  iii.  toI.  ii.  and  toI.  t.  p.  68&i. 
Whitelocke's  Memorials,  p.  90,  91. 
*  Whitelocke,  p.  91. 
'  WhUelocke,  p.  90. 
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eolonel  Blake,  sent  oat  a  party  against  the  besiegen^ 
which,  falling  upon  them,  killed  and  took  many  j  and 
among  the  rest  some  officers.' 

SIBGE   OV  TAUNTON. 

For  some  following  months,  things  remained  in  » 
quiet  state  at  Taunton ;  but  early  in  the  spring  of 
1645,  a  large  body  of  forces,  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand,  marched  to  the  attack  of  the  town,  under 
lord  Goring^  **  a  man  of  ready  wit,  good  understand^- 
ing,  and  a  clear  head ;  but  too  mercurial  to  be  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  and  too  vicious  to  be  in  a  station, 
where  example  could  corrupt/'  He  led  his  forces 
with  valour  and  resolution,  but  kept  them  under  no 
discipline.  *^  That  part  of  the  country,  where  his  army 
lay.  Was  a  scene  of  ravage  and  licentiousness."^  The 
butcheries,  rapes,  and  robberies  they  committed,  fixed 
on  them  the  opprobrious  name  of  <'  Goring's  crew ;" 

■  Whitelocke,  p.  102. 

*  George,  lord  GoriDg,  was  the  son  of  sir  George  Goring^of  Harst. 
Pierrepont,  in  Sassex.  The  father  was  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the 
title  of  lord  Goring,  4th  of  Charles  I.  and  hating  faithfully  and 
eminently  serred  the  king  in  his  troubles,  was  adranced  to  the  title 
ol  earl  of  Norwich,  8th  of  NoTember,  20th  Charles  I.  His  eldest 
son,  George,  lord  Goring,  (called,  before  his  father's  adTancement 
io  an  earldom,  colonel  Goring,  and  general  Goring,)  is  well  known 
k»  general  of  horse,  in  the  citII  war;  and  when  all  was  lost,  went 
inta  the  Netherlands,  and  senred  the  king  of  Spain,  as  lieutenant, 
general  of  hb  forces  In  Flanders,  and  afterwards  in  Spain.  Hs 
Harried  lady  Lettice  Boyle,  daughter  of  Richard,  earl  of  Cor)^^ 
but  had  no  issue ;  and  snnrtTtng  her,  is  said  to  ha?e  assumed  the 
habit  of  a  Dominican  friar  in  Spain,  where  he  died  during  hii 
father's  life-time.  The  earl  survived  till  January  6th,  1663,  when 
he  was  sucoeeded  by  his  snrrlTlng  son,  Charles,  second  earl  ef 
Norwich. — CottimU  Peerage^  by  Brydgti^  toI.  is.  p.  469. 
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and  left  an  ablmrtwce  of  them  ia  the  miftda  mt  the 
people  of  TeantOBt  for  sevenl  geaeretioM.  The 
firmoets  and  conduct,  with  which  ooloael  Blake 
nupported  the  siege,  lenftheaed  its  doratioo.  At  the 
opening  of  the  siege,  colonel  Edasnnd  WyDdhaoHy 
then  goToraor  of  Bridgwater,  and  the  oomnimdor  of 
a  royal  regiment,  sent  a  threatening  sunim^sna  to 
colonel  Blake,  t^oiring  him,  ^  opoa  pain  of  i^  awl 
sword,**  to  sorrender  the  town  and  castle ;  and  per<> 
syading  him  to  it  from  the  *'  indefensiUeness  of  the 
place,  and  to  prevent  the  effbsion  of  more  christian 
bkwd/*  To  which  demand  Blaise  returned  this 
spirited  answer  :-^ 

*^  These  are  to  let  yon  know,  that  as  we  neither 
fear  your  menaces,  nor  aooept  yonr  pro6krB,  so  we 
wish  yen  for  time  to  come  to  desist  from  all  overtures 
of  the  like  nature  onto  us,  who  bre  resolved,  to  the 
last  drop  of  our  blood,  to  maintain  the  quarrel  we  have 
undertaken  :  and  doubt  not  but  the  same  God,  who 
hath  hitherto  protected  us,  will  ere  long  bless  us  with 
an  issue  answerable  to  the  justness  of  our  cause :  how- 
soever, to  him  alone  shall  we  stand  or  fall.**' 

The  resolution  of  the  governor,  and  the  fortitude  of 
the  inhabitants,  were  put  to  full  trial  by  the  extre- 
mities to  which  a  long  siege  reduced  them.  For,  though 
soon  after  the  above  determination  was  formed,  a 
strong  party  of  the  parliament's  forces  broke  through 
the  besiegers,  and  supplied  the  town  with  store  of 
providons,  and  those  articles  of  which  they  were  most 
in  want,^  yet,  before  the  siege  was  raised,  their  ammo* 

'  Whitilocke't  Msaisrisb,  p.  110^  aad  Locked  MS» 
»  Ut  tote. 


HISTOBT  OV  TAUNTOir.  41ft 

ftitioD  waB  »pent,  the  country  round  depDj^ulated^  and 
their  provinons  so  exhaosted,  that,  as  tradition  repofti^ 
there  was  but  one  hog  left  in  the  town ;  which  half* 
starved  animal  was  whipped  round  the  walls,  and 
nude  to  cry,  in  different  places,  to  deceive  the  besieg^ri 
into  a  belief,  that  fresh  supplies  had  been  thrown  in* 
The  fidelity  with  which  the  town  adhered  to  the  eMi€ 
it  espoused,  and  the  calamities  which  its  perseveranM 
drew  on  it,  led  Larry,  li  French  writer,  to  call  Taunton 
*<  the  Sagfuntuni  of  the  parliaoient,"  in  allusion  to 
Bagfuntum  in  Spain.  But  the  distresses  of  the  former 
had  a  more  happy  termination  than  those  of  the  latter } 
which  Hannibal  took  and  demolished,  but  Tauntob 
was  effectually  relieved.' 

At  the  time  Taunton  was  besieged  by  the  king *4 
forces,  the  army  of  the  parliament  had  been  new^ 
modelled,  and  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  eldest  son  of  lord 
Fairfax,  of  Denton,  in  the  county  of  York,  had  been 
called  from  the  north,  which  had  been  the  scen/e 
of  his  military  exertions,  to  take  the  command  iil 
the  south  and  west«  This  gentleman  had  been  foritMl 
as  a  soldier  under  Horatio,  lord  Vere,  in  the  Netkiet<* 
lands,  and  was  at  the  taking  of  BoisOe-duc  from  the 
Spaniards.  Lord  Vere,  his  master  in  the  art  of  war, 
was  remarkable  for  doing  great  thingfs  with  few  men ; 
and  Fairfax  with  the  loss  of  few.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  oharactors  of  his  times  for  integrity  and  military 
aocompltshment^' 

When  the  army,  whidi  nr  Thomas  Fairfax  wis  to 
lead,  was  formed  and  fitted  for  the  field,  he  was 

'  Oldflrfxon*!  HMory  of  tlie  Stntrts,  p.  tft. 

^  Granger's  Biogra^ical  Hbtory,  vol.  ii.  p.  SKT,  Ml/    ' 
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commaiided  to  adTance  into  the  west,  witk  tlie  forces 
for  the  relief  of  Taunton,  eight  thousand  horse  and 
foot ;  and  care  was  taken  to  furnish  them  with  money 
and  provisions ;  two  thousand  pounds  being  voted  §ar 
this  purpose.  It  had  been  debated,  whether  sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  should  march  with  his  newly-raised  army  to 
Oxford,  or  the  west.  Oxford  was  the  king's  head- 
quarters and  garrison ;  and  there  all  his  ordnance  and 
artillery  were  lodged.  That  it  was  also  a  midland 
garrison  in  the  heart,  of  the  kingdom,  and,  being  the 
constant  seat  of  war  (torn  the  beginning,  the  conoty 
bad  suffered  longer  than  any  other  place  in  the  king- 
dom, were  powerful  arg^uments  for  a  direction  of  aU 
the  forces  of  the  parliament  to  that  place;  but  the 
great  distresses  that  Taunton  suffered  from  a  ckise 
si^e,  and  the  importance  of  that  town,  as  the  asylum 
of  the  best  affected  to  the  cause  of  the  parliament, 
determined  in  favour  of  the  western  expedition.' 

While  sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  on  his  march  to  the 
west,  the  king,  availing  himself  of  this  destination  of  the 
paiiiament's  forces,  drew  his  artillery  out  of  Oxford, 
to  embody  himself  in  the  field.  And  at  the  same  time, 
the  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice,  at  the  request  of  the 
king,  marched  with  all  their  forces  to  Oxford,  to  aid 
his  majesty's  plan  of  operations.  On  these  accounts  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  recal  sir  Thomas  Fairfax 
fjTom  the  service  of  the  west,  and  to  isAgn  only  a  part 
of  his  army  to  the  relief  of  Taunton.  When  he  had 
reached  Blandford,  he  received  two  expresses  to  this 
purpose,  from  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms. 

Accordingly,  a  brigade  only  was  sent  OQ.to  Taunton, 

'  Spr^n^t  BoglaBd't  Resorsiy,  p.  is,  If. 
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while  the  rest  of  the  army  was  directed  to  inarch  back 
to  join  lieutenant-general  Cromwell^  and  major-general 
Brown,  then  near  Oxford,  and  to  attend  the  king's, 
motions  with  their  united  forces.  The  brigade,  destined 
tor  the  relief  of  Taunton,  consisted  of  four  regiments  of 
foot,  namely,  colonel  Weldon's,  colonel  Fortescue*s, 
colonel  Floyd's,  and  colonel  Ingoldsby's,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Weldon,  the  senior  colonel. 
These  were  joined  fit  Dorchester  by  six  companies  of 
foot,  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  Chichester;  and  after 
that,  by  as  many  from  Lyme.  These  forces  amounted^ 
in  the  whole,  to  four  or  five  thousand  foot ;  besides  a 
body  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  two  thousand 
horse,  consisting  of  the  regiments  of  the  colonels 
Graves,  Cook,  and  Fitzjames,  and  the  Plymouth  regi- 
ment. All  of  whom,  being  animated  with  the  same 
resolotion  ag^ainst  the  royal  party,  and  associated  in 
mutual  affection  to  each  other,  proceeded  without  delay 
or  halting,  till  they  came  within  a  few  days'  march  of 
Taunton.' 

When  (as  Sprigge  relates  the  particulars  of  this 
expedition)  they  were  come  within  ten  miles  of  the 
town,  having  the  advantage  of  the  hills,  they  discharged 
ten  pieces  of  their  artillery  ;  which  peal,  according  to 
the  information  they  had  previously  given  by  their  spies, 
was  a  signal  to  notify,  that  they  were  advanced  within 
that  number  of  miles.  But  they  were  defeated  in  this 
intention  ;  for,  some  few  days  before,  the  royal  forces 
had  divided  themselves  into  two  parties,  each  consisting 
of  horse  and  foot,  with  some  pieces  of  cannon.  These 

'  Sprigge'8  England's  Recoyery,  p.  17.     Rushworth's  Collec 
tJODSj  p,  29^  or  part  ii.  foL  i.  p.  20. 
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fkinnishecl  with  each  other,  with  powder  only,  id  tiim 
iight  of  the  town,  to  make  the  garrison  and  inhabi- 
tants believe,  (as  they  gave  out,)  that  the  forces  of  the 
parliament,  coming  to  their  relief, were  there  enc<Niot«r^ 
«cl  and  defeated.  This  was  a  manmnvre  to  draw  a  party 
out  of  the  town  to  the  succour  of  tlieir  friends,  wUdi 
they  might  cut  off  by  an  ambuscade.  This  stratagem 
proved  unsuccessful.  The  besieged  kept  close  to  their 
works ;  and  the  royal  forces,  disappointed  in  the  eBkct 
t>f  their  mock- fight,  returned  to  storm  the  town,  firing 
it  with  grenades  and  mortars,  by  which  two  long  streets 
ff[  fair  buildings  were  burnt  to  the  ground ;  but  thoogli 
they  entered  the  line,  they  were  driven  back  by  the 
valiant  resistance  of  colonel  Blake,  who  gave  them 
aach  showers  of  balls,  as  filled  the  trenches  with  their 
dead  bodies.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  1  Ith  of  May,  which  was  Sunday,  the  royal  army 
having  drawn  off  their  artillery,  and  the  rear  of  it  being 
on  the  march,  a  party  of  colonel  Weldon*s  horse  was 
sent,  which  advanced  to  the  very  works.  The  town, 
being  now  assured  of  the  approach  of  their  friends  to 
their  relief,  sallied  out,  and  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the 
king's  forces,  of  whom  they  killed  some,  and  took 
others  prisoners.' 

At  the  very  time  when  affairs  were  taking  a  turn  so 
fiivourable  to  the  relief  of  the  town,  an  amiable  and 
respectable ,  man,  Mr.   Thomas  Wehnau,*  vicar  of 

'  The  king,  who  was  then  at  Oxford,  was  much  perplexed  at  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Taunton.  Goring's  heart  had  been  let 
opoa  the  reduction  of  the  place,  that  he  might  bring  that  rich  and 
popnloos  town  and  county  under  contribution,  and  indulge  lumself 
in  rapine  and  riot. — OldmixofCa  ilisU  of  the  StuariSy  p.  229. 

•  This  genUeman  was  bom  atllchesterj  1606^  and  educated  at 
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Luppit,  near  Honiton,  who  had  fled  to  Tanntoo  for 
secority  from  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  6oring*s  forces, 
and  whose  prayers  and  sermons  had  greatly  enconraged 
the  people,  under  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the 
siege,  to  trust  in  God,  was  preaching  in  St.  James's 
church,  on  MaK  iii.  6.     The  doctrine,  on  which  he 

Oxford,  where  he  spent  seven  years.  lie  was  episropallj  ordained, 
and  was,  for  a  considerable  time,  curate  to  Mr.  Eedcs,  of  Honiton  ; 
where  he  was  greatly  beloved  for  his  nseful  labours,  and  amiable  con. 
TersatioD.  There  he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Isaac  Northcote, 
of  that  town,  a  pions  woman,  who  was  his  wife  almost  fifty  years, 
and  survived  him  about  twelve.     The  vicarage  of  Lnppit  was  be^ 

stowed  on  him  by Sonthcot,  esq.  a  gentleman  of  the  parish. 

When  (he  county  was  free  from  the  ravages  of  the  royal  army,  ho 
returned  and  though  he  had  offers  of  better  preferment,  continued  ; 
to  labour  there,  till  he  was  ejected  by  the  act  of  uniformity  ia 
M62.  He  had,  at  that  time,  seven  children,  and  no  large  estate 
to  maiotain  them  ;  but  he  professed,  that  if  he  had  nothing  to  leavo 
them,  he  would  rather  commit  them  to  the  care  of  Divine  Provi«  « 
dence,  than  act  against  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind.  There  wer« 
many  weeping  eyes  when  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon.  He  died 
in  1685,  aged  eighty.  After  he  was  ejected,  he  continued  to  preach 
as  opportunity  offered,  in  his  house ;  and  in  difficult  times,  either  ia 
the  morning  befoie  day,  or  some  hours  after  night.  Informers  and 
officers,  allured  by  sums  of  money,  often  endeavoured  to  apprehend 
bin,  bat  were  disappointed.  If  any  scholars,  designed  lor  the  ministry, 
were  indel^ed  to  him  for  his  encouragement,  direction,  and  friendly 
services ;  and  among  others,  his  consin.german,  Dr.  Simon  Weimao, 
a  noted  physician,  but  who  was  educated  for  the  pulpit*  Tho 
heavenly  and  spiritnal  frame  of  his  mind  diffused  such  an  unotioa 
tbroogh  his  dtsooarses,  that  it  was  eatd  ^^  he  spoke  rather  like  an' 
angel  than  a  man."  His  singular  humility,  modesty,  and  nild 
temper,  made  him,  when  he  heard  of  his  people's  miscarriages,  prefer 
convincing  them  of  their  faults,  rather  by  letters,  than  by  a  reproof 
to  their  lace.  He  lived,  and  died,  a  noo.confonnist,  with  a  great 
deal  of  comfort,  thoogh  he  did  not  leave  his  family  rich.— Pa/fii#r*# 
NofMonformiiVt  MemwU^  rol.  L  p.  378— S80.    T. 
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priocipaHy  insisted,  was,  that  **  God's  immutabiltty 
is  the  ground  of  the  stability  of  his  church  and  people/* 
Before  the  sermon  was  ended,  some  ran  into  the 
church,  crying  out,  •<  Deliverance.^^  The  congregation, 
at  the  sound  of  this  unexpected  good  news,  were 
running  out  of  the  church ;  but  the  preacber  prevailed 
with  them  to  tarry,  and  join  with  him,  in  returning 
thanks  to  God,  for  so  great  a  mercy/ 

Lord  Goring^s  troops  ran  away  in  confusion,  leavings 
many  arms  behind,  and  retreated  to  Pitminster,  where 
they  took  up  their  quarters  in  the  fields ;  but  they  cut 
off  the  pursuit  of  the  parliament's  army,  by  blocking 
up  the  road  with  trees. 

On  Monday  morning,  colonel  Weldon,  witb  tbe 
officers,  entered  Taunton  without  opposition  3  '*  where 
they  found  a  sad  spectacle  of  a  flourishing  town  aloMst 
ruined  by  fire  and  the  extremities  of  war,  and  the 
people  nigh  famished  for  want  of  food/*  Whea  be 
bad  lipent  some  time  with  colonel  Blake,  he  gave 
orders  for  the  whole  brigade  to  retreat,  and  take  up 
their  quarters  at  Chard. 

£ast«8treet  suffered  more  from  fire  during  the  si^^, 

*  The  foRawiDg  pamphlets  were  pablbhed  reUtiog  to  thb  siege  :— 

1.  ^^  Two  Letters,  oiie  from  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  the  other  fron 
colonel  Ralph  Weldon,  of  raising  the  Siege  and  reliering  the  Towne 
of  Taunton,  read  in  Parliament,  I4th  May,  1646."    Quarto. 

2.  <^  A  Narration  of  the  Expedition  to  Taunton,  and  raising 
the  Siege  before  it,  sent  from  a  Commander  in  the  Army,  May  18, 
1044^.'*    Quarto. 

3.  <<  The  Story  of  the  Clubmen,  and  Relief  of  Taunton,  by  the 
Army  under  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  from  July  1  to  6, 1645."  Qnarto. 

4.  <<  A  Letter  to  William  Lenthall,  esq.  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  July  5^  1046,  of  the  RaisiBg  of  the  Siege  of  TanntOD, 
by  the  Parliament's  Forcei,  1645.'>    Qoirto. 
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4lian  any  other  part  of  the  town,  having  been  several 
times  stormed  and  entered  by  the  enemy.  In  the  last 
^torm,  one  Bawdon,  a  parliament  officer,  having  his 
thumb  cut  or  shot  off,  as  he  was  driving,  some  of  the 
royal  party  before  him,  out  of  that  part  of  the  towq, 
protested  the  rogues  should  not  carry  il  away  with  them ; 
and  while  he  was  searching  for  it,  one  of  those  rogues^ 
who  remained  drinking  in  an  ale*house,  shot  him  dead, 
out  of  a  window;  which  was  the  greatest  loss  the 
besieged  sustained  in  that  action/ 

It  greatly  facilitated  the  raising  of  the  siege  joi 
Taunton, that  the  king*»armyhad  no  other  infornmtion^ 
but  that  the  whole  force  of  general  Fairfax  was  on  the 
inarch  towards  them  ;  whereas  it  was  only  a  brigade. 
This  mistake  was  Isonented  by  colonel  John.  Digby, 
and  urged  by  him  in  excuse  for  retreating  from  the 
town.  Had  they. known  this^  they  would  probably 
have  stood  their  ground ;  for  they  hadt  in  their  own 
opiniour  before  the  town,  double  the  strength  sufficient 
to  have  fought  the  parliament's  forces,  and  also  to  have 
made  good  the  siege.  Their  apprehensions,  concerning 
the  greatness  of  the  army  advancing  against  themy 
were  not  without  foundation ;  for  Fairfax  did  actually 
march  with  the  whole  army  from  Blandford,  towards 
Dorchester,  as  if  he  designed  to  lead  all  his  troops  to 
the  relief  of  Taunton ;  but  then  he  suddenly  wheeled 
about  eastward  with  th^  main  body,  and  detached,  as 
we  have  said,  only  a  brigade  to  the  west. 

It  is  surprising,  when  we  reflect  on  the  distresses  to 
which  the  town  was  reduced,  that,  from  the  beginning' 
to  the  raising  of  the  siege,  it  lost  only  two  hundred 
'  .O^^diOD's  Histoiy  of  the  Stuarts^  p.  279.. 
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men.  Two  hundred  of  the  royal  army  were  msdt 
pnuonevHf  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  stand  of  armi 
were  takeu.  In  the  advance  of  Fairfax's  brigade  to 
the  town,  ten  of  it  fell  upon  one  hnndred  of  the  kiDg^'% 
and  killed  and  took  some  of  them. 

On  receiving  the  news  that  Taunton  was  relieved, 
the  commons  appointed  a  day  of  public  thanksgiTing 
for  the  same.'  Letters  of  thanks  were  sent  to  air 
Thomas  Fairfax,  for  sending  relief  to  it,  and  recom«* 
mending  to  him  colonel  Weldon,  for  his  good  services; 
and  to  the  governor,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
to  the  soldiers  in  it,  for  their  spirited  and  gallant 
exertions  in  defending  it  through  a  siege  of  fifty*foiir 
days.  An  order  wto  also  issned  for  bestowing  on  the 
garrison,  for  its  valiant  and  faithful  defence,  two 
thousand  pounds ;  and  to  colonel  Blake,  in  particular, 
t  grant  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  made*^ 

The  natives,  for  many  years,  retained  and  cherisbed 
a  lively  and  devout  sense  of  their  deliverance,  and  of 
th6  wonders  that  distinguished  it;  '*  wonders,"  it  was 

'  la  the  year  1645,  in  ftlittsion  to  the  successes  gtined  bj  the 
ftrmies  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  pariiament,  there  was  IfeeMed 
and  printed  a  sermon,  in  which  the  preacher,  m  trkimpfa,  exclaiaai 
to  his  cottgrc^tion— - 

^^  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  giacious,  and  his  mere/ 
endareth  for  ever ; 

^'  Who  remembered  us  atNaseby,for  his  mercy  endnreth  for  ever  ; 

^<  Who  remembered  ns  in  Pembrokeshire,  for  his  mercy  endttRtti 
for  ever ; 

^<  Who  remembered  ns  at  Tacthtoh,  for  his  mercy  endaiefli  for 
mwtr.'^—fVMer's  Suffermgf  of  the  CUrg^^  p.  18. 

*  The  preceding  particnlan  are  related  in  Whitelocke's  Memo, 
rials,  p.  140,  and  141 ;  Sprigge's  England's  Recorery,  p.  17,  18; 
and  Rnshworth's  Colleotions^  toL  tL  p«  19,  or  part  It*  Vol.  i«  p.  tO» 
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■aid,  ^  that  miglit  even  fill  a  voUiiiie,  aad  give  life  ta 
m  story  that  should  outlive  the  world."  The  11th  of 
May  was  celebrated  for  some  years  by  acts  of  poblto 
jdevotton,  and  anniveraary  sermom  )*  and  ^e  mercies 
0f  it  conveyed  down  in  historical  song/ 

■  Thre«  of  these  sermonB  are  in  print:  one  entitled  Man's  Wratk 
and  God's  Praise,"  on  Psalm  lixvi.  10.  by  George  Newton,  A.  M. 
1846.  The  second,  "The  Waters  of  Marah  swcetned,"  by  T.  B. 
A*  M.  and  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the  county,  1647,  The  third, 
^  The  Woffks  of  Heaten  npon  Earth  ;  or  the  Excellence  of  Praisi 
and  Thanksgif  ing,  in  part  displayed,"  by  Henry  Jeans,  kniniater  of 
God's  word,  at  Chedzoy,  1648.  The  circnmstancet  of  the  siege, 
and  of  the  deliTerance,  being  then  recent  in  the  memory  of  the  people, 
these  discourses  contain  no  narratife  of  either.  Each  of  them  is 
dedicated  to  the  mayor  of  the  year,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants. 

*  The  following  is  the  most  exact  copy  of  the  song,  which  wa 
liaTe  been  able  to  procure  :*— 

The  eleyenth  of  May  wai  a  joyful  day, 

When  T^oBton  got  relief ; 
Ifhich  tnm'd  oar  sorrows  Into  joy. 

And  eu'd  ■•  of  our  grief. 

The  Taunton  men  were  valiant  then, 

In  keeping  of  the  town. 
While  roany  of  tboie,  who  were  onr 

Imj  gaBpinji;  OD  the  ground,    [foes, 

*inMn  eolooel  Mastey,  of  the  iamc» 

Did  nnderstand  anght. 
Re,  like  a  man  of  conrage  foold^ 

Prepared  himself  to  fight. 

With  that  our  soldiers,  «pe  and  all, 
,anafry'd. 


Cast  np  their  cap8,  i 
*"       leedwefearwl 

s  6on  is  on  onr  side. 


"What  need  we  fear  wiiat  man  can  do, 
Binee^ 


Long  time  did  Goring  lie  encamp'd 
Aiainst  fair  Taanton  town : 

He  made  a  vow  to  starve  us  oat. 
And  batter  our  castle  down. 


If  iibin  ear  oastie  did  remain 
r  A  garri86n  so  strong) 

llMMi  likd[y  lads  whioh  4 
Omr  patnament  belong. 


Before  day-light  appear*d  in  view, 
The  news  to  them  was  come, 

That  Goring,  and  his  cursed  crew, 
Were  ail  dispersed  and  gone. 

But  who  can  teU  what  Joy  was  there. 
And  what  content  of  mmd 

Was  pat  into  the  hearU  of  thow, 
Who'd  been  so  long  confin'd  f 

Oar  bread  was  fonttectt-peaea  per 
And  all  things  sold  full  dear  :[pound. 

Which  madeoor  soldiers  make  ahott 
meals. 
And  pioch  themselves  futt  near. 

Onr  beer  was  eighteea-peoce  per 
(As  for  a  truth  was  told,)     [quart. 

Aad  batter  eightcen^pence  per  pound 
To  duristiaos  there  was  sold. 

ITie  cavaliers  dispersed  wiUi  fcar. 

On  the  ele^^h  of  May,  W  br«k  of 
Bre  rising  of  the  son.  inny» 


htt  IVmaton  nien  be 

In  keeping  of  this  day :  . 
WCttfive  ^Dpraise  jNdi  joy  always 

Vpon  th'  eJetenOi  oi  May. 
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THE  SUSOE  RSNEWED* 

Ere  the  gladness  and  triumph  of  the  people,  in  thw 
deliverance,  could  subside,  or  they  could  recover  from 
the  distresses  of  the  siege,  they  were  again  attacked, 
and  reduced  to  new  extremities.  Before  the  end  of 
May,  the  king's  forces  under  Goring,  Hopton,  Berke- 
ley, and  Grenville,  about  ten  thousand  in  all,  joined 
together,  engaged  with  colonel  Weldon's  brigade, 
and,  overpowering  them  with  numbers,  obliged  them 
to  retreat  into  the  town ;  which  thus  was  again  closely 
besieged,  and  lord  Goring  continued  to  lie  with  his 
army  about  it,  with  the  sanguine  hope  of  subduing  tiie 
parliament's  forces  there,  and  of  settling  the  west  of 
England  in  an  absolute  posture  for  the  king's  service. 
Governor  Blake^  in  several  sallies,  gained  the  advan- 
tage over  the  royal  general,  (colonel  Ingoldsby,  in 
particular,  fell  upon  the  royal  quarters,  and  slew 
divers  considerable  men;)  yet  found  himself  beset 
with  difficulties,  and  was  obliged  to  write  to  the 
parliament,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  for  immediate 
assistance.  His  letters  represented,  ''  that  if  relief 
came  not  speedily  to  them,  they  should  be  put  into 
great  straits  for  provisions  and  ammunition:  they 
assured  the  house,  they  never  accepted  a  parley  from 
the  enemy,  but  scorned  it ;  and  they  had  some 
ammunition  left,  and  were  resolved  to  feed  upon  Uieir 
horses :  they  requested  the  house  to  take  consideration 
of  their  conditioi^  and  left  all  to  the  Almighty,  who, 
they  doubted  not,  would  relieve  them."  The  par- 
liament returned  for  answer,  ^'  that  relief  shotdd 
speedily  come  to  them,  and  what  money  they  took  up 
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the  house  would  pay  ;  and  desired  them  to  go  on  in 
their  vigilance  and  valour,  and  they  should  never 
want  the  encouragement  of  the  parliament.'* 

The  situation  of  Taunton  accordingly  met  with 
attention  and  support.  An  ordinance  was  sent  to  the 
lords  to  raise  a  regiment  of  dragoons  for  its  relief. 
Divers  officers,  left  out  of  the  new  army,  offered  to 
enlist  themselves  for  the  same  purpose ;  and  the  house 
directed*  that  such  as  should  enlist  themselves  should 
have  a  fifth  part  of  their  arrears  paid  them  within  a 
month  after  their  advance;  and  those  who  did  not 
perform  their  proposal  should  forfeit  all  their  arrears/ 

The  town  was  encouraged  by  the  information  they 
received  of  the  aid  the  parliament  was  about  to  afford 
them,  and  by  a  small  supply  of  powder  from  Lyme. 
A  party  of  the  garrison  issued  out  on  the  besiegers,  and 
took  and  slew  above  four  hundred  of  them,  with  the 
loss  of  one  hundred.  The  royal  forces,  in  consequence 
of  this,  drew  back,  and  the  quarters  were  enlarged  five 
or  six  miles  in  compass. 

Besides  the  assistance  which  the  parliament  afforded, 
the  common  council,  and  others,  of  London,  entered 
into  an  association  for  the  relief  of  Taunton  ;  and  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  collected  four  thousand  pounds 
for  raising  one  thousand  horse,  to  join  colonel  Massey, 
who  had  been  sent,  by  the  order  of  the  commons,  into 
the  west* 

But  what  most  effectually  contributed  to  the  relief 
of  the  town,  and  raising  the  siege,  was  the  intercepting 

■  Whitelocke's  Memorials,  p.  144— 146.— Oldmizon's  Hist  of 
the  Stuarts,  p.  283. 
!  WUtelocto'8  Memorials,  p.  144,  145. 
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of  a  packot  from  lord  Goring  to  the  kingp  diicoveriiig 
the  itate  of  things  in  the  west,  and  i^ivrng  the  king 
hopes  of  his  being  able  soon  to  march  to  his  assistanee 
at  Leicester,  with  a  considerable  aroay,  and  urging 
him,  in  the  mean  time,  to  stand  only  upon  a  defensive 
posture.  The  person,  to  whom  the  despatch  was  en«- 
trusted,  carried  the  letters  to  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and 
delivered  them  to  him  the  day  after  his  victory  over 
the  royal  army  at  Naseby ;  the  disastrous/ate  of  whieh 
battle  the  king  would  probably  have  avoided,  by  de« 
dining  to  fight,  had  the  packet  been  faithfully  presented 
to  him.  The  intelligence  derived  from  the  liters 
quickened  sir  Thomas  Fairfax  to  relieve  Taunton  with 
speed. 

Having  besieged  and  taken  Leicester,  and  settled 
affisirs  there,  after  its  surrender,  which  engaged  him 
only  for  four  days,  the  general  marched  to  Warwick, 
doubtful,  whether  to  follow  the  king,  and  prevent  his 
raising  a  new  army  in  Wales,  or  to  proceed  to  the 
assistance  of  the  parliament's  army  in  the  west;  where 
according  to  common  report,  the  king's  forces  were, 
twelve  thousand,  while  general  Massey,  who  was  sent 
to  the  relief  of  Taunton,  had  only  three  thousand.  This 
superiority  of  numbers,  it  was  rightly  judged,  wooki 
enable  lord  Goring  both  to  keep  off  Massey,  and  to 
$hut  up  the  parliament's  forces  in  the  town ;  and  threats 
ened  a  blow,  which  would  prove  ruinous  to  their  cause  j 
for  success  there  would  give  the  king's  army  the 
entire  possession  of  Lyme,  Pode,  and  Weymouth.  The 
consequences  to  be  apprehended,  on  account  of  the 
trade  and  riches  of  those  counties,  and  of  the  conside- 
rable towns  and  ports  on  eack  side^  eitber  towaids 
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France  or  Ireland,  were  powerful  indncements  with  the 
general  to  pursue  his  march  thither.  But  in  a  business 
of  such  moment,  being  cautious  of  acting  on  his  own 
judgment  only,  be  sent  expresses  to  the  parliament, 
and  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms,  and  submitted 
liis  motions  to  their  advice  and  counsel. 

Yet,  that  no  time  might  be  lost,  he  proceeded  on  his 
inarch  as  far  as  Marlborough,  which  he  reached  on 
Saturday,  the  28th  of  June ;  and,  while  he  rested 
there,  on  the  next  day,  having  received  the  consent 
of  the  house,  and  of  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms^ 
to  march  westward,  he  sent  forward  spies  to  Taunton, 
to  give  notice  of  the  army's  advance  for  their  relief. 

He  accordingly  bent  his  course  that  way,  and  arrived 
at  Blandford,  on  the  second  of  Julyi  where  he  joined 
colonel  Massey,  and  where  intelligence  met  him,  that 
the  spies  had  got  into  Taunton,  and  communicated  the 
Welcome  news  of  his  advance,  and  that  lord  Goring 
had  drawn  off  td  Blackdown,  and  burnt  his  huts. 

On  the  next  night,  at  Dorchester,  a  confirmation  of 
this  intelligence  was  received ;  and  it  was  added,  that 
it  had  been  discovered,  that  the  intention  of  lord  Go* 
ring's  drawing  off  his  men  to  Blackdown  was  to  tempt 
the  forces  in  the  town  to  sally  out,  that  he  might  take 
advantage  to  surprize  them ;  but,  failing  in  his  expec- 
tation, he  had  returned  again  to  his  former  quarters 
Hbout  Taunton,  and  had  made  some  slight  and  ineftc*" 
tnal  attempts  on  the  parliament's  party  there.  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax's  foot,  hearing  that  lord  Goring  had 
rmewed  the  siege,  were  eager  to  march  all  that  night, 
•fter  twelve  miles'  march  in  the  day,  which  was  also 
trat  the  moiety  of  «ikty-two  miles'  march  in  five  days 
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before :  so  far»  says  my  aathor,  did  their  compasiioflr 
to  TauntoD,  and  their  party  there,  carry  them  beyood 
consideration  of  themselves. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  the  army  proceeded  from  Dor- 
chester to  Beaminster.  Here  positive  intelligeiioe 
was  received,  at  night,  that  lord  Goring  had  drawn 
off  his  troops  from  the  siege  of  Taunton,  and  had 
marched  to  Uminster;  and  tliat,  on  that  night,  bis 
quarters  would  be  at  Somerton*  The  general,  upon 
this,  sent  a  party  of  horse  to  Crewkerne,  who  took 
some  of  Goring's  soldiers  prisoners;  whose  testimony 
confirmed  the  news  of  the  siege  being  raised,  and 
added,  that  their  army  had  marched  towards  Langport 
Thus  was  Taunton,  a  second  -time,  relieved,  and  the 
parliament's  interest  there  rescued  from  the  imminent 
danger  of  an  entire  overthrow.  The  town  had,  on  the 
3d  of  July,  when  it  was  delivered,  stood  a  five  weeks' 
siege.  One  thousand  of  the  royal  forces  were  slain, 
and  four  hundred  taken  prisoners,  with  four  hundred 
stand  of  arms.  The  parliament  lost,  among  other 
oflicers,  colonel  Floyd  and  colonel  Richhell ;  both  of 
them  faithful,  experienced  soldiers.  Many  ofiicers, 
and  persons  of  quality,  in  the  royal  army,  fell;  and 
particularly  sir  John  Digby'  received,  in  this  siege, 

'  In  a  ^^  Catalogue  of  the  Lords,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen,  (of  the 
catholick  religion,)  that  were  slain  in  the  late  War,  in  defence  of 
their  King  and  Country,*'  pointed  at  the  end  of  <'  Calendariom 
Catholicum,"  for  1662,  the  following  names  occur: — 

<*  Captain  Richardson,  slain  before  Taunton. 

<'  Major  Richard  Norwood,  slain  before  Taunton. 

^^  Sir  John  Digbj,  wounded  atTauuton,anddied  at  Bridgwater.** 

Sir  John  Digby  was  the  second  son  of  sir  Ererard  Digby,^  who 
suffinred  on  accoont  of  being  concerned  in  the  gonpowder  ploty  in 
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m  woiiiidf'of  which  he  afterwards  died  at  Bridgfwater. 
The  valour,  diligence,  and  fidelity  of  colonel  Weldon^ 
and  the  rest  of  the  commanders,  who  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  Taunton,  gained  great  encomiums ;  as  did 
also  the  good  services  of  the  horse,  commanded  by 
qolonel  Graves,  who,  in  several  sallies  upon  the  royal 
army,  were  very  successful.' 

The  zeal  and  steadiness,  with  which  the  town  of 
Taunton,  including  the  corporation,  as  well  as  the 
kihabitants,  supported  the  cause  of  the  parliament^ 
Hgfiinst  the  despotic  views,  and  arbitrary  measures  of 
Charles  I.  were  remembered  against  them,  when  his 
son  Charles  II.  was  established  on  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors ;  and  full  revenge  was  taken  for  the  disloyalty 
and  injuries,  with  which  he  conceived  his  royal  father 
bad  been  treated.  In  the  year  1662,  commissioners 
yvete  appointed  and  named  for  each  county,  city,  and 
borou|,'i,  for  securing  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and 
regulating  corporations.  Orders  were  issued  out  by 
them  for  displacing  the  officers,  and  demolishing  the 
walls  of  the  cities  and  towns  which  had  bulwarks  and 
garrisons,  and  had  maintained  them  through  the  war^ 
against  the  king.  Such  places  were  looked  upon  as 
having  been  the  seats  of  rebellion ;  and  it  was  deter- 
mined, by  their  destruction,  to  give  security  and  an 
example  to  future  times.  The  county  troops,  and 
respective  trained  bands,  to  prevent  tumults  and 
insurrections,  were  employed  as  guards,  at  the  demoli- 
tion of  their  fortifications.     Taunton  felt  the  eiBTects 

1005,  and  brotbcr  of  the  celebrated  sir  Kenelm  Digbj.  He  was  a 
colonel  in  lung  Charles  the  first's  army,  and  a  major-general  in  tho 
western  parts  of  England. 

'  Sprigge'8  England^s  Recotery,  p.  47,  48,  59-^56,  and  60. 
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of  these  meMoret.    Its  corporation  was  deprived  of  ito 
charter,  and  its  walls  so  entirely  rased  to  the  foonda 
tion,  that  its  present  inhabitants  cannot  tell  where  the^ 
stood.' 

This  step  by  no  means  tended  to  conciliate  tbe 
affections  of  the  town  to  the  new  govemoient,  thonyh» 
at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Peter  Mew,  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, the  charter,  as  we  have  before  related,  was 
restored.  Every  thingf,  durinji^  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
contributed  to  alarm  the  friends  of  the  protestank 
religion,  and  of  the  constitntion,  with  fears  of  the 
return  and  full  establishment  of  popery  and  despotism** 
When  the  duke  of  York  ascended  the  throne,  his  coit* 
dnct  soon  shewed  what  expectations  w^^  to  be 
entertained,  concerning  his  views  and  principles.  Oa 
the  next  Sunday  after  the  death  of  his  brother,  he  went 
openly  to  mass.  His  queen,  her  confessor,  and  other 
ambitious  catholics,  insinuated  to  him,  that  a  standings 
army,  and  advancing  the  Roman  catholics  to  civil  and 
military  employ  ments,  were  the  only  means  of  establish- 
ing his  authority ;  for  the  fanatics  and  presbyteriaos 
were  able  to  disturb  him;  and  the  loyalty  of  the 
episcopal  party,  only  the  effect  of  animosity  to  the 
dissenters,  was  even  to  be  suspected.  He  easily  adopted 
the  project  that  was  suggested  to  him;  and  beg^n 

'  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  613.  About  thirty. fi?e  years  since  some 
workmen,  digging  for  bricks,  met  with  the  moat,  and,  following  its 
direction,  found  it  to  be  twelve  feet  deep  from  the  lerel  of  the 
ground,  about  sizteen  feet  wide  at  top,  and  four  at  bottom, 

*  A  report  preraiied,  that  the  kiqg  had  been  heard  to  aajrj 
^  That  he  would  make  the  name  of  parliasieiits  to  he  f#i;gottan  ia 
£Bgland."-^ecrel  Uiiiory  of  the  Rdgm  nf  Okirki  U.  m4 
Jamt9  It.  p.  117. 
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to  closet  men,  and,  by  fair  words  and  ample  promises, 
oodeavonred  to  allure  them  to  assist  his  intentions* 
His  zeal  to  introduce  and  establish  popery  was  so  well 
known,  that  pope  Innocent  IX.  in  a  letter  to  him, 
while  he  applauded  it,  expressed  his  apprehensions, 
lest  he  should  posh  it  too  far/ 

By  these  projects,  and  their  recent  sofferingpi  nnder 
Charles  II.  the  minds  of  the  people  were  disposed  to 
fevour  any  efibrts  that  promised  tlie  secure  enjoyment 
of  dieir  religion  and  liberties.  They  looked  up  to  a 
prince,  even  of  royal  blood,  as  their  future  deliverer. 
This  was  James,  duke  of  Monmouth. 

BUKE  OF  Monmouth's  rebsi^uon. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  passed  as  the  natural  son  of 
Charles  the  second,  wbilst  prince  of  Wales,  by  Mrs. 
liucy  Walter,  sometimes  called  Mrs.  Barlow,  daughter 
of  Richard  Walter,  of  Haverford-West,  in  the  county 
of  Pembroke,  esq.  It  was  suspected  that  the  prince 
was  married  to  this  lady.^  It  is  certain  that  he  ever 
expressed  a  particular  kindness  and  deference  to  her. 
He  had  allowed  his  servants  to  wait  on  her  at  table 
kneeling,  and  to  pay  all  the  marks  of  respect  due  only 
to  a  queen ;  and  her  son,  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  was 
distinguished,  above  all  his  othernatnral  sons,  by  great 
titles,  high  employments,  and  every  expression  of  fa- 
TO«r  and  affection. 

■  History  of  William  III.  vol.  i.  p.  173,  174. 

*  In  a  novel,  dedicated  to  Wiiliam,  lord  Rnssel,  entitled,  <<The 
Perplexed  Prince,''  wkieh  pretended  to  gWe  llie  aeeret  history  of 
Chtries  II.  and  hacy  WiOter,  it  was  aeseited,  tkat  the  king  was 
certainly  nuurried  to  her.  This  book,  though  a  mean  perfonnsnce, 
had  great  inflaence  npon  the  populace.— Grander'!  Biographicol 
History  of  England^  toL  iii.  SfOt  p«  194^  195, 


482  HI8TOBT  OF  TAUNTON. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  was  bom  at  Rotterdam, 
OD  the  9th  of  April,  1(549,  and  bore  the  name  of  JwmeM 
Cr^s  till  hi»  majesty's  restoration.  He  was  educated 
chiefly  at  Paris,  under  the  eye  of  Henrietta  Maria, 
the  queen- mother.  His  governor  was  Thomas  Roas, 
esq.  who  was  afterwards  secretary  to  Mr.  Coventry, 
daring'  hin  embassy  in  Sweden.  In  July,  1662,  he 
was  brought  to  England,  and  received  by  the  king, 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy  and  afiection.  He 
had  apartments  at  Whitehall,  and  an  establishment 
suitable  to  his  birth ;  and  on  February  14th,  1662-3, 
the  king  was  pleased  to  create  him  baron  of  Tynedale, 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  earl  of  Doncaster, 
m  the  county  of  York,  and  duke  of  Monmouth,  with 
remainder  to  his  heirs*male.  On  the  28th  of  March, 
1668,  he  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  Garter.  These 
honours  were  bestowed  for  the  purpose  of  gracing  the 
duke's  nuptials  with  the  lady  Anne  Scot,  daughter 
and  sole  heir  of  Francis,  earl  of  Buccleugh,  who  was 
then  esteemed  the  greatest  fortune,  and  the  finest  lady 
in  the  three  kingdoms.  Being  married,  be  took  the 
name  of  Scot,  and  he  and  his  lady  were  created  duke 
and  duchess  of  Buccleugh. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  second  Dutch  war, 
Lewis  XIY.  king  of  France,  having  agreed  to  assist 
the  English  government  with  a  squadron  of  ships, 
king  Charles  II.  obliged  himself  to  send  six  thousand 
men  to  act  with  the  French  army  against  Holland. 
The  English  auxiliaries  were  commanded  by  the 
dnke  of  Monmouth;  who,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1672, 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  the 
French  army,  by  the  king,  who  commanded  in  persona 
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with  the  celebrated  Marshal  Tofenne.  The  duke  of 
Monmoath  was  present  in  the  councik  of  war,  was  at 
the  taking  of  Orfoy,  Rhinberg,  Emmerick,  Does- 
l^urgt  Zutphen,  and  in  the  French  king's  camp,  near 
Utrecht,  when  that  city  sent  her  keys  to  the  conqueror. 

'  In  November  following,  being  informed  that  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  set  down  before  Charleroy,  his 
grace  went  again  to  France,  In  1673,  he  was  at  the 
f  lege  of  Maestricht,  which  was  defended  by  a  garrison 
of  ten  thousand  men ;  and,  having  the  command  of  the 
attack  of  the  counterscarp,  behaved  with  such  conduct 
tnd  bravery,  that  the  French  king  made  a  public 
mcjknowledgment  of  his  services,  and  the  town  soon 
tfl(er  surrendered. 

'  About  this  time  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  master 
of  the  horse  to  the  king,  and  had  the  command  of  the 
first  troop  of  life-guards ;  in  1670  he  succeeded  the 
duke  of  Albemarle,  as  captain-general  of  the  king's 
forces;  and  was  soon  after  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  east-riding  of  the  county  of  York,  governor  of 
Hull,  chief  justice  in  Eyre  south  of  Trent,  and  lord 
high  chamberlain  of  Scotland.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council.  In  1674,  he  was  elected 
chancellor  of  the  university  of  Cambridge,  and  three 
years  after  was  constituted  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Stafford. 

^  In  1678,  the  duke  went  over  to  Holland,  and  made 
the  campaign  under  the  prince  of  Orange,  against  the 
French ;  where  they  were  both  present  at  the  desperate 
attack  upon  the  abbey  of  St.  Dennis,  animating  the 
soldiers  by  their  presence  and  example. 

'  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Memoirs,  says,  **  that 

rf 
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the  duke  of  Moitihouth  trdd  ifa  his  greatest  bei^t  m 
1^70,  when  the  kin^  f^ll  sick  at  Windsor,  and  with 
thrlee  suth  IStk  of  fbver,  as  gate  tnaefa  apprfehenkidd, 
ahd  a  general  ahiazbillfeht."  I'hfe  earls  of  Eas^x  Und 
lldifax,  beihg  abdilt  the  kiiig,  thought  hia  danger 
grebt,  and  theii-  own  so  tbo^  and  that  if  aiiy  thing  hap- 
{Sehed  to  the  king's  life,  the  ddke  of  Monmouth  woiiM 
be  at  the  head  of  the  natioH,  in  bf^position  to  the  ddce 
df  Yotk,  And  in  bbhjunction  iVith  this  earl  df  Bh^fljss- 
bory,  who  had  ihreatehed  to  have  ^^\r  hedds  Upbn 
prorogation  of  the  last  p^i-Hame^t.  This  fright  had 
so  itfect^d  the  two  ei^rls,  ^hdt^  libt  staying  16  see  hbW 
ih^  king's  second  fit  wonid  be,  "  t^ey  pi^posed  tp  his 
majesty  the  sending  immediately  for  thie  duke  of  Yoi^; 
wMch  bcirig  resolvled,  and  the  despatch  ihade  With  all 
the  SecVecy  and  speed  ihi^ginable,  his  royal  highness 
cilttie  over  on  the  2d  of  Beptemblef  j  but  finding  the 
king  recovered,  it  was  Agreed  to  pass  for  a  journey 
wholly  of  his  own,  and  that  it  should  be  received  by 
bib  majesty  and  the  three  lords,  with  all  signs  of  sur- 
prize. When  thi^  Was  done,  they  found  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  so  enraged  at  this  counsel,  as  well  as  lord 
Shaftesbury,  that  the  two  earls  saw  ho  Way  but  to  ruin 
both,  and  throw  them  quite  out  of  theking*^s  aflhirs; 
which  they  did  for  that  time,  and  brought  about  all 
that  the  duke  of  York  desired,  for  his  security  against 
the  duke  of  Monmouth/' 

*  His  grace  had  improved  every  day  in  the  affections 
of  the  people,  and  by  his  zed  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
popish  plot,  and  his  joining  heartily  with  those  mem- 
bers of  both  houses,  who  Were  thought  the  h€st  ^pro- 
testants,  and  the  gi-eatest  patriots,  the  dtike  'of  York 
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vas  extremely  jealous  that  his.  grace  began  to  cast  au 
eye  upon  the  crown,  a  report  having  been  spread,  that 
the  king  had  been  lawfully  married  to  his  mother. 
Therefore  the  duke  of  York  prevailed  with  his  majesty 
to  make  a  declaration  in  writing,  solemnly  denying 
btf  having  been  married  to  the  n\other  of  the  duke  of 
Monmouth ;  which  was  printed  by  his  special  commaod, 
and  dated  at  Whitehall,  March  3, 1678-9.  Sir  William 
Temple  says,  '*  he  could  not  but  wonder  how  the  duke 
had  been  able  in  so  few  days  to  get  so  great  a  victory/' 
as  to  disgrace  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  to  get  him 
removed  from  all  his  places^  and  to  order  him  abroad. 

'  As  the  duke  of  York  was  ordered  to  BrusseUs,  the 
duke  o^  Monmouth  chose  his  residence  at  Utrecht ; 
iMit  hearing  of  the  sudden  return  of  the  former  to 
Skiglaad,  on  the  12th  of  October,  he  thought  fit, 
without  leave,  to  follow  his  royal  highness,  and  on  the 
27tli  of  November,  1679,  arrived  at  London  about 
midnight ;  where,  on  the  news  of  bis  arrival  being 
fi|H'ead,  the  bells  rung«  and  bonfires  were  made  through 
tbe  city  and  miburbs. 

<  The  d«^ke,  coming  back  ftx>m  Holland  without 
Ipave,  did  not  venture  to  appear  at  court.  He  thought 
that  lie  bad  reason  to  be  discontented  at  tlie  return  of 
tfae  duke  of  York,  who  had  the  king's  permisswi  to 
oo«e  over ;  and,  putting  bimself  at  the  liead  of  thpse 
who  thought  the  inteunission  of  parliaments  a  great 
grievaDoe,  resolved  to  make  the  necessity  the  greater 
that  parlia«»eiil  fliioaki  sit  at  the  time  appointed.  And 
the  lard  Rufisell,  with  other  fiords,  w^at  to  Wefltmin- 
flter^^kall  puUioly,  an  June  lt6th,  1660;  and  there,  in 
the  ooart  of  ILiog'i^  Sench,  presented  tbe  duke  of 
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York  M  a  popish  reconnt.  This  bold  step  agahut 
the  dake  was  looked  on  as  entering  into  the  desperate 
resolatioa  of  either  mining  his  highness  or  themselTes ; 
and  the  dnke  of  Monmouth's  friendst  as  sir  William 
Temple  writes,  now  drove  on  violently,  not  doubting 
bat  he  would  soon  be  in  the  dake  of  York's  place. 
On  the  2d  of  November  they  brooght  in  the  bill  of 
exclusion^  wherein  they  engaged,  not  only,  as  they 
professed,  upon  opinion  of  national  ends,  but  likewise 
upon  that  of  self-preservation,  having  broken  irrepa* 
rably  all  measures  with  his  royal  highness. 

*  The  dissolution  of  two  parliaments  in  a  short  space 
6f  time,  and  of  the  last  in  so  abrupt  a  manner,  raised 
a  general  spirit  of  discontent  and  distrust  through* 
out  the  kingdom.  In  London  there  was  a  strong  party 
of  malecontentSt  so  turbulent  in  their  dispositioii,  that 
they  had  meditated  plans  of  resistance.  Several  of  the 
individuals  of  tbia  pvty,  among  whom  was  the  duke  of 
Monmouth,  entered  into  the  conspiracy,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Rye-home  Platj  which,  it  was  asserted,  had 
for  its  object  the  assassination  of  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  York.  Soon  after  the  discovery  of  this  conspiracy, 
a  proclamation  was  issued  for  apprehending  the  duke, 
who,  being  unwilling  to  be  detained  in  custody,  there- 
fore  withdrew  till  November  24th,  when  he  surrendered 
himself;  and  next  day  the  following  intimation  was 
given  in  the  London  Gazette : — 

<<  Whitehaix,  Nevember  25th.  His  majes^, 
having  this  afternoon  called  an  extraordinary  council, 
was  pleased  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth did  last  night  surrender  himself  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Jenkins,  having  before  writ  a  very  sobsiMve  fatter  te 
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bJ*  majesty,  entirely  resigniag  himself  to  his  majesty's 
pleasure;  that  his  majesty  and  his  royal  highness 
went  down  to  Mr.  Secretary's  office,  where  the  duke 
of  Monmouth  was,  who  shewed  himself  very  sensible 
of  his  crime  in  the  late  conspiracy,  (the  Rye-house 
plot,)  making  a  full  declaration  of  it ;  and  that  having 
shewed  an  extraordinary  penitence  for  the  same,  and 
made  a  particular  submission  to  his  royal  highness,  for 
his  misbehaviour  to  him,  his  majesty  and  his  royal 
highness  received  so  much  satisfaction^  that,  upon  his 
royal  highnes8*s  desire  and  entreaty,  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  pardon  the  said  duke,  and  thereupon  did 
order  Mr.  Attorney-general  to  stop  farther  proceed- 
ings against  him;  but  ordered  he  should  proceed, 
notwithstanding^  against  all  the  rest  of  the  eonspira- 
tors/' 

<  That  the  duke  of  McHimonth  was  a  great  favourite, 
and  extremely  popular  in  the  west  of  England,,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  is  well  known. 
He  was  brave,  generous,  affable,  and  extremely  hand- 
some; constant  iahfs  friendships,  just  to  his  word,  and 
an  utter  enemy  to  oppression  and  tyranny.  He  was 
easy  in  his  nature,  and  fond  of  popular  applause,  which 
led  him  insensibly  into  all  his  misfortunes ;  but  what- 
ever might  be  the  hidden  designs  of  some  persons  with 
whom  he  was  afterwards  engaged,  his  own  were  noble, 
and  chiefly  aimed  at  the  good  of  his  country,  though 
lie  waamistd^en  in  the  means  to  attain  it.  But  nothing 
contributed  more  to  direct  the  views  of  the  nation  to 
bim,  than  his  firm  adherence  to  the  protestant  religion 
and  interest.  Of  the  truth  of  this  there  is  the  best 
proof  in  an  aecomit  of  a  progress  which  he  made  into 
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th^  counties  of  Somerset  and  Devon,  in  the  menth  of 
August,  1680.  The  conspicuous  pnrt,  which  he  after- 
wards acted  in  Taunton,  will  ju^ify  us  in  presenting 
our  readers  with  a  few  particulars  relating^  to  this  pro<- 
gress,  especially  as  some  of  the  persons  mentioned  had 
great  weight  and  influence  in  this  neighbourhood.' 

*'  In  August,  1680,  the  duke  of  Monmouth  weirt 
into  the  country  to  divert  himself,  visiting  several 
gentlemen  in  the  west  of  England,  by  whom  he  was 
received  and  entertained  with  a  gallantry  suitable  to 
the  greatness  of  his  birth,  and  the  relation  in  which  be 
8t6od  with  his  majesty  ;  incredible  numbers  of  people 
{locking  from  all  the«adjacent  parts,  lo  see  this  great 
champion  of  the  English  nation,  who  had  been  so 
successful  against  both  the  Dutch,  French,  and  Scots. 
He  went  first  into  Wiltshire,  and  was  pleased  to  ho- 
nour the  vrorthy  'squire  Thynne*  with  his  company 
for  Mme  days.   Prom  thence  he  went  to  Mr.  lSpeke*s,' 

'  Thif  accoant  is  e&tracted  from  a  lerj  scarce  little  book,  entitled, 
^^  An  Historical  Accouat  of  the  Heroick  Life  and  Magoaaimoas 
Actions  of  the  most  Illustrious  Protestant  Prince,  Jatees,  Duke  of 
Monmouth.     London,  1083." 

*  At  the  <ioble  MCMton  of  Long^Letft,  pwsewed  by  Mr.  Thymes 
ttneal  deiedhdant,  the  fte§emi  narQveM  t»f  Btfth. 

'  -Mr.  Speke  lived  at  DiUiogtoa.park  near  Ilminster,  There  is 
now  standing  in  this  park  a  Spanish  chennut  tree,  measuring  (at 
three  feet  from  the  ground)  upwards  of  twenty-siz  feet  in  circam. 
feirence.  The  old  brandies  have  mostly  been  remared  by  the 
raVa^  of  thne;  bat  there  are  others  attached  to  'it,  whidifirMiine 
torgd  tilaber,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  fruit  atnaaaUy.  Tkis  hniMBse 
tree  is  not  only  remarkable  for  its  gieat  bulk,  bat  also  for  ha?ii^ 
Afforded  shade  to  the  duke  of  Monmonth^  Mid  his  attendants,  who 
took  refreshment  under  it,  while  at  Mr.  Speke'8|  in  bis  progress 
through  the  wcbt. 


in  Som^n^^hire,  i^  ivbici)  prog^r^s$  be  w^  fi^xp^ed 
m^  thp  jpyftfl  acc)aii99tiqn9  of  tl^e  country  pepp}^; 
ifpl|a  camp  frpm  all  p^rt^^  twpoty  m^\^  ^bj9ut  j  ^Ije  )^a.ei» 
^04  h«i%e»  being  pyery  wjiprp^ii^ieri  jf i.t|j  ippf},  VPVf  «> 
am}  .ch^lcjrap,  )rbo,  wi^  in^essopt  ^ou|3,  pr^(sd»  '*  fiftp 

U}w^^  swd  par]3he3,  tbro|i)gb  wbich  be  pfi?3ei4f  tb^y 
filtrpyir/ed  tbeatre^to  and  bigt^^^yp,  wji^r/e  ^q  19^99  ^o  pavf, 
V^  ^ri^  ani|  flpyirer?,  espeicji^lly  »f  U4#,st,er  aod 
pel^eitjpp;  i^ther^  pre^pnting  bw  viM>  bott)/sf  of  WW*. 
Wbe;n  he  oaiop  witbiff  ^  ipile^  of  lyir.  ^pe^>,  h)& 
WM  piet  by  twp  tbpjqiappd  p^fspps  od  hor^ebpc^,  If ^^ 
PVipb^«tiU  ippr£a$t?4  9^  (;bpy  ^^V  P^r^l*  ^  Mr. 
%kej|^e> }  j^nd  ^b^  .they  arriv^  J.Uere,  tjj^^  jyer^  re- 
piot^^  IQ  be  ^vpi^y  tboi^f §tnd  j  ^jf^r^fiffe  ibey  ivpr.e 
i^oi^ve^  tp  bx^  dpwp  spyer^  |>erjche»  of  hi;  pj^^  o^les 
to  eoUrg;e  ihejir  paasfige  to  the  hon^,  yeherp  bi3  gyftce 
apd  all  hh  nu.inefppf  coA^pany  wpre  ep^tained,  aiyl 
l;reated  jn  an  extraordinary  pnaoper. 

'^*  On  the  26th,  b®  weut  tp  Brunptpn,  being  met  ^n 
the  road  by  a  great  conapany  of  gentry,  and  the  coun« 
^fwp\fi9wh/9  cp^odgicte^  b^m  tQ  tW^Jpl^  .Sydenbajp  V, 

'  Brimpton.honse,  ^situatfid  c^bc^ut  two  miles  fropi  YeoTiI,  is  a 
striking  specimen  of  the  ^kill  of  Jnigo  Jones  in  domestic  architecture. 
Jt  contains  a  yery  (laiidsorae  suite  of  apartments,  well  calculated  for 
f}^  reception  pf  sp  .nunierous  a  compaoy,  and  for  th^  display  of  ^^  a 
aoMe.itnf)  splendid  dinner."  Tfiere  is  a  very  accurate  bird's-eye 
yjifiy^  by  Jf^p^  of  thii. mansion  and  the  adj[acent  country,  takep./it 
ihfi  time  th^t  ,k  yrfis  the  prpperty  ,of  sir  Philip  .Sydenham,  the 
immediate  hejr  9(ji\^  John  Sydenham  alcove-mentioned.  Sir  Philip 
ff^  .f'  jn^P  pf  ^  Tcry  ^vn^ular  turp  p,f  paind,  pccasioned  in  a  great 
measure  bv  a ^bflPRoiotiQept  ,in  .^ve.  ^e  s^ai^der^  ^n  estatp  of 
foar  thonsaa^  VOJ^J^^PV  ^^^Vh  W^  !^  l(^>^  .alienated  Brimj^tpn, 
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where  he  was  entertained  at  a  noble  attd  splendid 
dinner.  The  next  day,  he  went  to  Barrington,*  where 
he  was  pleased  to  honour  Mr.  William  Strood  widi 
his  company  at  dinner,  the  entertainment  being  nothii^ 
inferior  to  what  his  grace  had  met  withal  at  other 
places.  After  dinner,  he  went  to  Chard,  where  he 
arrived  abont  five  in  the  afternoon,  attended  with  a 
ti^in  of  five  thousand  horsemen ;  and  there  he  was  met 
and  welcomed  by  a  crood  of  men,  women,  and  childreiw 
who  had  not  a  mute  among  them,  but  were  almost  all 
of  them  made  deaf  with  their  own  shouts  and  accla- 
mations of  joy.  His  grace  lay  there  that  night,  betn^r 
treated  at  a  very  splendid  supper :  he  lodgred  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Prideauz.  The  next  day,  after  beings 
entertained  at  a  snmptnous  breakfast,  he  rode  to  Ilmin« 
ster,  where  he  dined ;  and  in  the  afternoon  went  to 
White  Lackington,  where  he  lay  that  night;  and  the  day 
following,  which  was  Sunday,  his  grace  observed  the 
sabbath  with  religious  care,  and  went  to  Ilminster 
church.    On  the  80th,  he  went  to  Colyton,  where  he 

the  sols  ranains  of  hb  property,  to  bit  coat iD|  Hsmphrey  SjrdsaliaB, 
BMwJior  for  Exeter,  fenrriDf  four  hoodred  posndi  a  year  for  his 
life.  It  pasMd,after  an  intermediate  sale,  to  Fraadt  Fane,  of  Bristol, 
merehant,  who  l>eqneatlied  it  to  hii  brotlier  Thomas  Fane,  who 
succeeded  to  the  title^  on  the  death  of  John,  serenth  earl  of 
Westmoreland,  in  which  family  the  estate  still  continues.  It  is 
strange  tliat,  although  there  are  two  prints  of  sir  Philip  Sydenham, 
(the  one  a  beautiful  engraring  hj  Smith,  the  other  a  smaUer  print 
by  Vertne,)  there  is  no  mention  made  of  liim  in  Granger's  Biognu 
phical  History,  or  in  Noble's  Continuation  of  that  work. 

'  Barriugton,  situate  abont  fonr  miles  from  Ilminster,  was  bnilfr 
by  one  of  the  family  of  the  Phdips's,  and  much  resembles,  ia 
external  appearance^  their  ancient  seat  at  Montacate. 
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wu  entertained  by  sir  Walter  Tonge.  The  next  dajr, 
he  went  to  Otterton,  where  he  was  entertained  and 
lodged  by  Mr.  Dakes.  From  thence  he  went  to  Exeter, 
and  was  met  by  the  citizens  and  the  people  of  all  the 
adjacent  parts,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty  thousand 
persons.  But  that  which  was  more  remarkable  was 
the  appearance  of  a  brave  company  of  stout  young  men^ 
all  clothed  in  linen  waistcoats  and  drawers,  white  and 
barmlesSy  having  not  so  much  as  a  stick  in  their  hands. 
They  were  in  number  about  nine  hundred  or  a  thousand. 
They  went  three  miles  out  of  the  city  to  meet  his  grace» 
where  they  were  drawn  up  on  a  little  hill,  and  divided 
into  two  parts;  in  which  order  they  attended  the  duke's 
coming,  who,  when  he  came,  rid  up  first  between  them, 
and  then  round  each  company;  after  which,  they  united, 
and  went  hand  in  hand,  in  order,  before  the  duke,  into 
the  city,  where  he  was  no  sooner  arrived,  but  an  uni- 
versal shout  from  all  parts  echoed  forth  his  welcome; 
the  numerous  concourse  of  people,  the  incredible  and 
amazing  acclamations,  and  the  universal  joy  which 
then  filled  the  whole  city,  far  exceeding  the  art  of 
my  pen  to  describe.  From  thence  he  returned  to  Mr. 
Speke*s,  whither  the  whole  neighbouring  country 
flocked  again  to  see  and  admire  him,  not  being  enough 
satisfied  with  their  former  sight.  From  thence  he 
went,  the  next  day,  to  Mr.  Haryey*s,'  near  Yeovil, 
where  he  dined ;  and  in  the  afternoon  he  rode  to  'squire 

'  Michsel  Harvey,  esq.  of  CliftoD,  in  Dorsetshire,  about  twe 
■illet  from  Teotil.  Tlie  house,  which  is  stated,  in  Hotchins's 
History  of  Dorset,  to  have  been  ^<  a  large  and  stately  pile  tt 
bnUdSng,"  has  been  paUed  down,  with  the  esoeption  of  a  small 
part,  which  is  appropriated  for  the  residence  of  the  farmer,  wha 
reiitf  the  estate  of  the  marqaess  of  Anglesea,  itf  piesent  owoer. 
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ThypneX  people  9^Bckws  A*QVP  i^l  (b^  tpwp?  aad 
viUagep  tbeiteftli>0|i|,  to  H^td^en  JEfill,  whftfe  tibey  at- 
tended tbe  duke'«  coming ;  aod  ^fter  tbey  hudf  i>y  loud 
acckmations,  prodaimed  liis  welcoipe  a^io^gst  t^fim* 
aod  ^:ipre8sad  their  JQy  for  bis  safe  r^Uiro,  they  |UH>k 
their  leaves  of  him,  returpii^g  his  grace  M^eir  hi^lttble 
and  hearty  thaaks  for  that  kind  vi«it,  and  for  his  having 
CfUidescended  to  ai^cept  of  their  plaia,  hut  tru^-Jbuearted 
eotertaipment*  Fr<w  theo4^  he  returned  to  Loader, 
W4H>derfully  pleased  with  the  oo^ie  and  geoeripos 
CTJertaiaaaent  lie  bad  met  with  a^t  f he  several  places 
wkfix^  be  came^  every  plaae  ptriviag  tp  oq^^ie  ^aeh 
other.  Tba^  wbiph  made  theai  tfie  ffiQre  j<oy6il  t9«f^ 
hi$  gcaee^  m^m,  their  having  vever  kf^  tkfi  haj^pAMM* 
toawe  his  majesty  or  any  of  the  r^^yal  £»!»%  jn  tjJHMe 
farts  before*'' 

The  popiah  party  aboi|t  the  4ake  nf  York  «AP(tiftaed 
to  ineease  him  against  the  d»k?  of  Moamoi^ib  $  aod 
though  his  miB^ty  was  P^ery  dfWW^Ws  of  owprondisiog 
the  hireafih  between  tbepn,  a^  was  even  w  kfifm  of 
elij^ctii^  it»  yet  Moomoaith  weH  knew  he  coiaid  <ie?er 
Jiope  Sov  the  duke  ^of  Yefk'<9  €»>vpuf •  Whe.Q,  ijheK^ 
fore^  .by  the  inllttepe^  0f  his  coya)  (highness,  liis 
§gw»  was  obliged  io  «etij;e  h^o  U^l^d,  b^  rog^ 
father  followed  him  wj^  pmofs  of  the  a^Saotioo,  whi^f 
4houg'h  ^ofiteA  4issem]b4ed#  h»  alwe^  baae  hun^  pie 
furnished  him  with  mo^ey,  se^nt  him  k.ind  JOMS^sages, 
wrote  to  himi  with  his  ^wi^  hand»  iirvi^e^  ^  s^ioe  ^f 
i;e4MlIi«gjHiBLilo.co«rl;;  and  nolbiBg  pleased  41^  JuAg 
mare,  than  Che^iioUe  reoepCioii  aflbfdedlitni  bv  a  prmee 
^his  hlood,  in  a  foreign  cpuhtry,    Burtn^.his  absence. 
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the  king  could  not  bear  any  reflectiens  to  be  eait  on 
him ;  and  some  oflieious  coortiera  found  to  their  eoM, 
that  to  aggravate  Monmooth's  faults  was  not  the  way 
to  advance  their  own  influence  and  fortune.  These 
things  operated  upon  the  minda  of  many  persona, 
making  a  strong  todpression  in  favour  of  the  legitimaciy 
of  thedoke*s  birth,  insomuch  that,  in  the  year  1075,  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  guard  against  the  eoos#- 
qnences  of  this  beKef  by  parliamentary  provisions. 
For,  in  a  bill  for  the  preservation  of  bis  majesty's  person 
and  government,  instraetions  were  given  to  insert  a 
clause,  declaring  it  high  treason  for  any  person  to 
assert  the  legitimacy  of  James,  duke  of  Monmouth, 
or  his  title  or  pretensions  to  the  erown.  This  biH  was 
read  twiee,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house.  The  committee  were  to  prc^pare  a  clause,  that 
none  «hoald  move,  in  eitiier  house  of  pailiamefrt,  for  v 
the  alteration  of  the  snceession  of  the  crown  in  the 
Ttgfht  line.  It  passed  the  Cooimons,  but  the  House  of 
I^rds  refosed  it  their  assent. 

The  personalendowments  of  the 'duke  of  Monmouth, 
in^pendently  of  the  presumptive  evidence  of  the  leg^i- 
trmacy  of  his  birth,  rendered  him  the  favourite  of  his 
royal  father,  and  the  minion  of  the  people.  He  had 
learned  the  art  of  war,  as  we  have  before  observed, 
under  the  great  Turenne,  and  had  signalized  his  valour 
aft  Mens  and  Maestricht.  The  jealousy  with  w4iich  he 
was  viewed  by  Hke  4nke  of  York,  as  a  competitor  for  the 
erown,  and  the  nnbonnded  zesd  of  the  latter  for  popery, 
prompted  the  didce  to  attempt  the  conversion  of  Mon* 
mouth  to  thccatholic  faiCh.  With  this  view  he  exerted 
bis  unceasrog  endearours  witk4he  kiogy'to  prevail  with 
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him,  to  require  of  the  prince  to  torn  papist  The  king, 
from  hifl  own  partiality  to  the  Romish  religion^  and  to 
oblige  his  brother»  sent  the  duke  of  Monmottth  to 
Francct  with  an  express  command  to  reconcile  him- 
self to  the  church  of  Rome.  The  duke,  however,  was 
not  to  be  moved  from  the  protestant  faith,  either  by  the 
seducing  influence  of  France,  or  the  commands  of  hit 
coyal  father. 

These  causes  united  to  form  a  strong  party  in  favoor 
of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  had  his  recall  taken 
place,  it  may  be  apprehended,  that  his  influence 
would  have  become  considerable.  But  the  death  of 
Charles  the  second  defeated  the  design,  and  blasted 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  the  hopes  of  Monmouth. 
The  prince  of  Orange,  at  whose  court  he  was,  to 
avoid  displeasing  the  duke  of  Tork,  who  had  then 
atcended  the  throne,  dismissed  Monmouth,  who  retired 
to  Brussells,  with  an  intention  to  take  up  his  residence 
at  Vienna,  or  some  conrt  in  Germany.  He  was  ear- 
nestly dissuaded  from  this  design,  and  urged,  instead  of 
wandering  about,  to  set  himself  to  deliver  his  country, 
and  to  raise  his  party  and  his  friends,  who  were  likely 
to  suffer  severely  for  their  adherence  to  him.  A  person 
was  sent  into  England,  to  ascertain  the  stoto  of  the 
public  mind,  and  whether  the  people  were  disposed  to 
encourage  an  invasion. 

The  persons,  who  formed  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
conncil,  were.  Wade,  Ferguson,  and  some  others, 
particularly  Ford,  lord  Grey,  and  the  lady  Wentwortb, 
who  followed  him  from  Brussells  desperately  in  love 
with  him.  Both  he  and  she,  says  bishop  Bnmet, 
«  came  to  fancy,  that  he  being  married  to  his  duchess. 


HISTO&T  OV  TAUNTON.  44S 

wbile  he  was  indeed  of  the  age  of  consent,  bat  not 
capable  of  a  free  one,  the  marriage  was  null.     So 
they  lived  together,  and  she  had  heated  both  herself 
and  him  with  such  enthusiastical  conceits,  that  they 
fancied  what   they  did  was    approved  of   Gob/' 
Another  person,  who  influenced  Monmouth's  deter- 
mination,was  a  Scottish  gentleman,  Andrew  FTetcher, 
of  Saltoun.     These  persons  were  very  urgent  with  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  make  an  attempt  They  fancied, 
that  the  city  of  London  was  disposed  to  revolt;  and 
were  very  sanguine  in  their  expectation,  that  all  the 
west  of  England,  as  soon  as  he  appeared,  would  flock 
to  his  standard.     The  king,  they  conceived,  would  be 
thrown  into  so  great  perplexity  by  his  landing,  and  be 
•Q  engaged  in  measures  for  the  security  of  his  own 
person  against  tumults  near  him,  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  send  any  forces  against  him,  and  the  duke 
would  have  time  to  form  bis  army.     To  the  duke 
himself  the  scheme  appeared  a  very  hazardous  one; 
nor  could  Fletcher,  though  he  was  set  on  the  design 
to  general,  entertain  any  hopes  from  it.  The  duke  was 
more  backward  to  this  enterprize,  because,  while  he 
was  in  Holland,  he  had  devoted  himself  to  study ;  and, 
from  the  review  of  past  follies,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  difficulties  that  lay  in  the  way,  had  begun  to 
contract  a  disinclination  to  the  pursuits  of  ambition. 
This  appears  from  a  letter  he  wrote  to  a  friend  a  little 
before  his  attempt  in  the  west,  wherein  he  thus  ex- 
pressed himself: — '<  For  Gob's  sake,  think  of  the 
improbabilities  that  lie  naturally  in  our  way ;  and  let 
us  not,  by  straggling  with  our  chains,  make  them 
atraiter  and  heavier.     For  my  part^  I  will  run  the 
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haitrd  of  beinf  thouglrt  any  thia; ,  rather  thui  a  raik» 
inconMkrate  mnn.  Aadt  to  tell  yoa  my  tboogltfB, 
AvitlMMit  diagfUiM,  I  am  now  ao  much  in  love  with  a 
rctir^  lift,  that  I  am  never  like  to  be  ibnd  of  mntimf 
a  lm$ih  in  iki  warUapam.'' 

Bot  aotwithitaMliaf  he  had  formed  this  tnrn  of 
mind,  and  had  mch  teattmeiits  coocerainf  the  nndfr> 
taking,  the  importmiitiea  and  aitkmr  of  thoae»  who 
were  about  kiiii«  prevailed  with  him  to  act  contrary 
to  his  own  sense  and  reason.  He  had  been  obliged, 
MOd  after  ke  had  withdrawn  to  Brnawllti  to  lesere 
that  place,  at  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  the 
Netherlands,  who  had  been  requested  by  king  Jmnes 
to  oommaad  Che  doke  to  depart  from  the  (Sfmmtk 
domimons.*  Upon  receiving  this  notice,  he  privately 
returned  to  Holland.^     Here  lie  made  each  prepnra- 

*  The  duko  htd  not  been  long  at  Brussells,  before  the  nmrqvest 
ds  Gianft,  goferaor  of  the  Netherlands,  reoeitrod  a  later  fromUBg 
Jawet,  chargnig  Ua  grace  with  high  treason,  and  reqaesUng  ^kat 
he  might  be  secured.  Upon  which  the  marquess  gaye  Moamouth 
notice  to  depart  the  Spauish  dpminions  forthwith.— Co/Zmt'i 
Peerage f  1812,  vol  iii.  p.  528. 

*  The  duke  retired  from  Broisells  to  Amsterdam  ;  and  there,  hj 
the  assistance  of  liis  friends,  who  judged  the  opportoMty  faroanAle 
for  hkenterprixe,  hired  privatelj  a  ship  of  war  mi  diirty.two  gvMy 
and  three  saiatler  vessels  as  tendeis.  He  was  also  eecret^  prompUd 
by  H*mej  who  looked  upon  him  a$  AN  obstacle  to  their  owir 
AMBITIOUS  PROJECTS,  otid^  for  thai  reason^  were  careful  thai  he 
should  only  be  equipped  in  such  a  manner^  as  might  rather  ensure 
his  tiestruetion  than  success.  However,  the  preparations  tfid  oot 
awape  the  ^ikmce  of  oolonel  Aeril  Skelton,  icing  Jmme^  esfef 
at  the  ili^e,  who  extorted  an  order  from  the  States  to  uvest 
Monmouth  ;  bot  his  gaace  had  previous  notice,  and  all  that  colonel 
Skelton  could  effect  was  to  detain  one  of  the  tenders,  which  was 
not  ready  to  put  to  sea,  wlien  tlie  duke,  upon  the  aforesaid  notice, 
sailed  from  the  Tezel  with  the  other  ships, — Ibid.  roU  iil.  p.  528. 
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tf^Mi  ab  hb  ftitiintien,  atid  the  precipitancy  with  whieh 
tiM  tlesig^n  was  i30iidUcte<l,  allowed.  As  no  nioftifey  was 
s^ttt  hibi  from  Etig^laacU  the  duke  pawned  his  jewda 
tt>  purchase  arms,  and  freight  his  vessels,  which 
ateounted  only  to  three  ships ;  one  of  thirty-two  guns, 
which  earHed  most  of  the  men^atid  two  ethers,  destined 
to  etatey  their  am  munition.  The  whole  company 
oeMisteri  but  of  efgiity-lwo  persons. 

On  the  <44h  of  May  1685,  (O.  S.)  they  left  Am- 
stCAlhm  about  tw^o  6'felock,  beings  Sunday  motningf,  in 
f^tt^hteh  alid  saHed  for  the  Tetel,  whither  l^eir  restels 
had  been  sent  before ;  but  the  winds  proving  adv6i;se» 
they  did  not  arrive  tiiere  till  iiatMrday  night,  when  they 
aU  went  abeaitl.  Here  tiie  ship  of  war^  of  thifty^two 
gVttH^  on  board  which  wm  the  d\ike,  was  arrested  by 
order  of  the  States  of  Amsterdam,  at  the  requisition  of 
the  English  envoy ;  buC  they  broke  through  the  arrest, 
and,  on  Sunday  morning,  at  break  of  day,  set  sail  for 
England.  For  most  part  of  the  time  they  were  at  sea, 
the  winds  proved  cross,  so  that  their  passage  from 
Aihsterdam  16  Lyme  wanted  but  two  days  of  three 
weeks.  The  duke  and  his  company  landed  at  Lyme, 
on  Thursday,  the  1  Ith  of  June»  not  only  without  any 
opposition,  but  with  every  expression  of  joy.  As  soon 
at  Momnooth  came  iishore,  he  called  for  -sitence,  and 
intft^  th^m  to  join  m  TCtorning  thanks  to  God,  for 
flifeilp  preservation  at  iSea.  They  fell  on  their  knees  on 
the  sand,  and  he  offered  their  devout  acknowledgments 
in  A  short  ejaculation.  They  then,  weU  armed,  enteretl 
the  town/    Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday 

'  **  ^6  met  ivSth  such  Lad  weather,  that  he  was  hineteen  days  at 
jcSy  and  yet  was  ne? er  discotered  hy  tire  English  ships  that  lay  in 
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ttorning  were  speDt  in  enlitting  meo,  who  io  mimhin 
flocked  to  his  standard/  On  Saturday  night,  aboat 
ten  o*clock,  three  hundred  men  were  sent  to  Brk^ef^ 
to  storm  that  town  early  the  next  morning.  They  ^ 
this,  and  took  many  prisoners ;  hut  being  attacked  by 
seme  of  the  king's  forces,  who  were  lying  about  a  wood, 
they  were  forced  to  retreat,  three  or  four  being  killed 
en  each  side,  and  eight  of  the  royal  party  being  taken. 
Mr.  Fox,  in  his  history  of  the  reign  of  James  the 
second,  thus  mentions  the  transactions  at  Bridpoct. 
**  It  being  absolutely  necessary  to  dislodge  some  troops 

the  channel  to  intercept  him.  On  Thnrtdsy,  Jnne  1 1  th,  he  afipesmd 
mt  Lyme,  and  went  ashore  abont  eight  in  the  erening.  Am  eeoa  as 
Ui  men  were  landed,  he  commanded  silence,  and  ftdling  oa  his  kaesS| 
he  implored  the  protection  of  the  Almiohtt  in  a  slKirt  prajror ;  tibcn 
drawing  hit  sword,  he  led  his  men  a  back  way  Into  the  town,  and 
set  op  his  standard  in  the  market-place,  without  any  oppositioo. 
After  which  he  mustered  his  little  company,  who  were  all  wcU 
armed,  and  in  good  equipage.  Being  asked  <<  whom  they  were  for  ?** 
they  declared  <<  for  the  protesUnt  rsligion.**  The  chief  who 
accompanied  him  were.  Ford,  lord  Grey,  a  German  conat,  oolond 
If  olmes,  colonel  Matthews,  major  Perrott,  captain  Anneiley,  cap- 
tain  Hewling,  Mr.  Joseph  Tyley,  Mr.  Wade,  Dr.  Temple,  and 
Mr.  Robert  FergusoO|  in  all  about  eighty.two  ofBcers,  and  others 
to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty .-—Co/lmf't  Peerage^  to],  iii. 
p.  6t9.—Oldmix(m*i  Hiiiory  of  the  Stuarh^  p.  701. 

Monmouth*s  reception  was,  among  the  lower  ranks,  cordial ;  and 
for  some  days,  at  least,  if  not  weeks,  there  seemed  to  have  been  mors 
foundation  for  the  sanguine  hopes  of  lord  Grey,  and  others,  his 
followers,  than  the  duke  had  aupposed.~jPo«*#  Hi$t.  of  Jamet  IL 
p.  tl5. 

'  Oldmizon  says,  that  aboTO  fourteen  thousand  men  tendered  their 
senrices  to  Monmouth  before  he  marched  from  Ljrme;  and  ttet 
abore  six  thousand  of  them  were  regimented,  thougli  not 
plstely  armsd^— iKileiy  ^  Am  StuarU^  p.  701 . 
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wbil^h  had  been  thrown  into  Bridport,  a  detachment 
of  three  hundred  men  was  made  for  that  purpose,  which 
had  the  most  complete  success,  notwithstanding  th# 
cowardice  of  lord  Grey,  who  commanded  them.  Tbii 
nohbman,  who  had  been  so  instrumental  in  persuading 
his  friend  to  the  invasion,  upon  the  first  appearance  of 
danger,  is  said  to  have  left  the  troops  whom  he  com- 
manded, and  to  have  sought  his  own  personal  safety  in 
flight.  The  troops  carried  Bridport,  to  the  shame  of 
the  commander  who  had  deserted  them,  and  returned 
to  Lyme.' 

'  Lord  Buchan,  in  his  life  of  Fletcher  of  SaltouD,  gives  the  follow, 
log  particulars  relatiog  to  lord  Grey's  cowardice  at  Bridport,  abd 
the  circumstance  of  Fletcher's  killing  the  owner  of  the  horse :— 

^'  Soon  afttr  their  landing  at  Lyme,  lord  Grey  was  sent  with  a 
small  party  to  disperse  a  few  of  the  militia,  and  ran  for  it ;  bat  Us 
men  stood,  and  the  militia  retreated.  Lord  Grey  brought  back  a 
iatse  report,  which  was  soon  contradicted  by  the  men,  whom  thdr 
leader  had  abandoned,  coming  back  to  quarters  in  good  order.  The 
unfortunate  duke  of  Monmouth  was  struck  with  this,  i^Aji  Burnet,) 
when  he  found  that  the  person  on  whom  he  depended  most,  and  for 
whom  he  designed  the  command  of  the  cavalry,  had  already  made 
kimself  infamous  by  his  cowardice.  He  intended  to  join  Fletcher 
with  him  io  that  Command ;  but  Fletcher,  having  been  sent  oat  on 
another  party,  engaged  in  a  scuffle,  in  which  he  had  the  m{sfortaae 
to  kill  the  mayor  of  Lyme  against  the  laws  of  war,  in  the  sodden 
heat  of  passion,  on  account  of  contumelious  language  used  to  hiin 
by  tiie  mayor,  on  reclaiming  a  horse  of  his  that  had  been  impressed 
by  Fletcher's  party.  This  unguarded,  unsoldierly,  and  ui^ustifiable 
act  of  fiolenr^  must  have  rendered  his  future  services  on  the  eipe« 
ditioD,  of  little  consideration  to  Monmouth,  but  it  was  not  the  caose 
of  Us  leaving  the  little  army.  The  accoont  given  by  FUtcher 
bimseif  of  his  general  conduct  at  this  time,  to  the  late  earl  marshal 
of  Scotland,  was,  that  he  had  beep  induced  to  join  the  doke  of 
KoQiBooth  on  the  priaciples  of  the  munifestoes  In  England  ancl 
S^tltodi  particalarly  by  the  laws  promised  fpr  the  permnoeiit 

Off 
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'  ft  18  related  l>y  FergnsM,  that  Monttovdi  wd  to 
Matthews,  *  What  rfiaH  I  do  with  loid  QnjT  ta 
whioh  the  other  answered,  '  thai  he  was  the  aaly 
general  m  Eorope  who  woald  ask  such  a  ywatiop  ;* 
ititendhigt  no  donbt,  to  repfoach  the  dake  with  the 
excess  to  which  he  poshed  Ma  characteriatic  ▼iitaea 
of  mildness  and  forbearance.  That  these  ?irtoes  fenced 
a  part  of  his  character  is  moat  trae,  and  the  peiaoMl 
friendship,  in  which  he  Hired  with  Grey,  would  ii 
him  still  more  to  the  exercise  of  them  upon  tMa 
sion  ;  hot  it  is  to  be  remembered  also,  that  the  delia- 
^ueiit  was,  in  respect  of  rank*  property,  and  peihapa 
too  of  talenty  by  far  the  most  considerable  man  he  had 
with  him,  and  therefore  that  prudential  motives  might 
concur  to  deter  a  general  from  proceedhig  to  violwft 
measures  with  such  a  peraon,  especially  in  a  civil  was, 
where  the  discrpKne  of  an  armed  party  cannot  he 
cohdacted  upon  the  same  system  as  that  of  a  re^ar 
army,  serving  in  a  foreign  war.  MoomoutVs  disap- 
pointment in  lord  Grey  was  aggravated  by  the  loss  of 
Fletcher  of  Sattoun,  who,  in  a  sort  of  scuffle  that 
ensued,  upon  his  being  reproached  for  having  seised 

tseority  of  ciril  and  religious  IRMrty,  and  of  die  protsitsnt  rdigfea, 
and  the  cslling  of  &  general  coogiass  of  delcgstet  from  Oe  peopia  at 
large,  to  form  m  tnt  coot tltntioo  of  goferament,  and  not  la  {nalend 
to  tke  throne  npoa  any  claim,  ssecpt  tlis  free  cboiee  of  the  icpre« 
•eatatifet  of  the  people.  When  If  onnosth  was  prodatmed  klag  at 
Tai^ton,  Fletcher  saw  the  deception,  and  retohed  to  proceed  ao 
farther  in  Ms  engagements,  which  he  eondoded  from  that  msawat 
as  treason  agdnst  the  Jnst  rights  of  the  nation,  and  treachefy  oa  the 
part  of  Monmonth.  Finding  himself  no  longer  mumble  of  Mag 
oseftti,  he leit  Taiaton,  and  emlwiked  iaa  boarda TesssI  isr  fljpsia. 
—iBarfof  Aioftan'f  L^  ^fFtMh^^  f.  It,  13t  mim^f.  Mb  10. 
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m  hlome  betongtoff  to  a  man  of  the  coontryt  liad  tha 
iDilfortooe  to  kill  the  owner.  Monmoatb,  however, 
unwilling,  thonght  himself  obliged  to  dismiss  him;, 
and  thus,  while  a  iatal  concurrence  of  circumstances 
forced  him  to  part  with  the  man  he  esteemed,  and  to 
retain  him  whom  he  despised^  he  found  himself  at  once 
disappointed  of  the  support  of  the  two  persona  upon 
vfhom  he  had  most  relied." 

Mora  effectually  to  draw  the  people  to  his  interest, 
ibe  dake  of  Monmouth  issued  a  manifesto,  entitled, 
**  The  declaration^  of  James,  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
1^  aoUemen,  gentlemen,  and  others^  now  in  arms,  for 
the  defence  and  vindicalion  of  the  protestant  religion^ 
fwsd  the  laws,  rights,  and  privileges  of  England.** 

*  Hiftory  of  jTttiiet  II.  p.  tST,  ftt. 

^  Tiis  first  ilep  token  bf  tlis  iafidsr  wst  to  Istse  a  prodattatios, 
wkkk  lio  cittsed  to  be  resd  ia  the  market-place  at  Tanntoa.  This 
proclamatioB  appears  to  hare  been  well  receited,  and  the  maatlben 
that  came  in  to  him  were  tery  eoDsiderable ;  but  his  means  of 
arming  them  were  limited,  nor  bad  he  much  confidence^  for  the 
purpose  of  anj  important  mflitorf  operation,  in  men  unnsed  to 
discipline,  and  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  war.  Wkh 
moneir  he  was  wholly  nnprof  ided,  nor  does  it  appear,  whalotar 
may  hate  been  the  Inclination  of  some  considerable  men,  woifh  a| 
lords  Macclesfield,  Brandon,  Delamere,  and  others,  that  any  peisons 
of  that  description  were  engaged  to  join  In  his  enterpriie.  On  the 
one  hand,  fill  rece|>tion  bad  been  isbore  his  hopes,  and  his  recraits 
more  nomemns  than  could  be  expected,  or  than  h0  was  able  to  fat*. 
Bish  with  armi ;  whife,  on  the  other  hand,  the  forces  hi  anns  against 
him  consisted  chiefly  in  a  milUia,  formidabie  neither  from  anmbon 
nor  discipline,  and  moreorer  suspected  of  disaffection*  The  present 
moment^  tlierefurtf,  seemed  to  open  the  roost  fa? ourable  oj^rtnnlty 
ior  enterprise  of  any  that  was  like  to  occur ;  but  the  nnfortvfiats 
Moamoiitli  judged  otherwite,  and,  Us  If  he  were  to  defend  rather 
thaa^taek)  dfaected  Mi  dii»f  poltey  to  the  aToiding  of  a  general 
aclioa.-^Fo«>  Miif .  ^f  Jmte  IL  p.  815,  «MI. 
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.The  preamble  of  this  proclamation  set  fortlit  ^tkat- 
tlie  end  of  government  was  the  happiness  and  security 
of  the  ^verned;  that  the  English  constitution  was  so 
wisely  and  happily  formed,  as  to  entrust  the  prince 
with  all  the  power  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people  or  bis  own  protection,  and  yet  so  to  limit  and 
Kstraia  hitn,  that  he  could  not,  without  the  violation 
of  his  oath  and  the  rules  of  government,  do  any  hurt; 
that,  according  to  the  primitive  frame  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  rights  reserved  to  the  people  contributed  to 
the  honour  and  greatness  of  the  king,  and  his  pre- 
ragatives  to  their  protection  and  safety ;  that,  aa  all 
human  things  were  subject  to  perversion  as  well  as 
decay,  so  the  finglish  government  had  often  been 
wrested  from  its  6rst  institution ;  and  that  it  had  been 
very  recently  broken,  and  nothing  left  unattempted  for 
converting  a  limited  monarchy  into  an  absolute  tyranny: 
^^It  then  taxed  the  whole  course  of  the  life  of  the  duke 
of  York  with  being  a  continued  conspiracy  against  the 
reformed  religion,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation.  It  par- 
ticularly charged  him  with  the  burning  of  London, 
instigating  a  confederacy  with  France  and  a  war  with 
Holland,  and  fomenting  the  popish  plot.     It  imputed 
to  him  the  murder  of  sir  Edmunsdbury  Godfrey,  and 
the  assassination  of  the  earl  of  Essex.   It  accused  him 
of  having,  after  he  had  ascended  the  throne,  made  an 
open  profession  of  popery,and  invited  into  the  kingdom 
multitudes  of  priests  and  Jesuits ;  of  trampling  upon 
the  laws  conceruing  property,  in  two  proclamations, 
requiring  the  collection  of  the  customs,  and  continuing 
an   excise  which  was   to  have  expired  at  the  late 
king*s  death j  of  suborning  the  judges;  of  advancing 
to  the  ben<;h  those  whom  parliament  had  branded  for 


^yertiog  the  laws;  of  packings  juries;  orfRnninp 
illegal  charters ;  and  of  advising  and  procuring  the 
prorogation  and  dissolution  of  parliament,  in  order  to 
prevent,  while  he  was  duke  of*  York,  an  enquiry  into 
his  crimes* 

''  It  therefore  proclaimed  war  against  him  as  a  mar« 
derer,  and  an  assassinater  of  innocent  men,  a  traitor 
to  the  nation,  and  a  tyrant  over  the  people. 

^*  While  it  arraigned  the  conduct  and  government  of 
the  king,  in  strong  and  severe  terms,  it  held  forth  tlie 
views  and  designs  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth ;  who,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  pledged  himself  to  restore  aad 
preserve  the  balance  and  temperament  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;   to  establish  and  secure  the  protestant  religion  ; 
not  to  destroy  or  make  war  on  any,  even  the  papists^ 
for  their  reli<2^ion;  to  maintatii  the  rights  of  parliament; 
to  hold  annual  parliaments  without  any  dissolution,  or 
prorogation,  within  the  year;  to  debar  ignorant,  sean-p 
dalous,  and  mercenary  men  from  the  administration  of 
justice,  Und  to  renew  to  the  judges,  the  ancient  tenure 
of  their  places,  that  they  should  hold  them^wamdmse 
bene  gesaerint  ^  to  restore  to  boroughs  and  cities  their 
old  charters ;  to  repeal  the  corporation  and  militia 
acts ;  to  reverse  all  sentences  founded  on  any  of  the 
penal  statutes  against  protestant  dissenters;  to  proses 
cute  the  duke  of  York,  till  he  was  brought  to  suffer  the 
punishment  due  to  the  murder  of  the  lat^  king  by 
poison,  with  which  the  declaration  charged  himi ;  and 
to  consent  to,  and  promote,  the  passing  such  laws^  as 
might,  for  the  future,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
person  on  the  throne  to  deprive  the  subjects  of  their 
rights;  while  he  would  leave  his  own  title  to  that 
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crowB  to  be  dacidei  I7  tiie  wkdoiB,  jotie^  Mi 
natliortty  of  a  imrtiMMot,  ^^g^y  ehoim.  Mid  mt^tug 
wilh  frtedom. 

«•  It  fbrtlier  declared  an  approbiAioa  of  tiie  condact 
of  the  nobilitj,  gentry,  and  commons  in  Scotland^  wImh 
Oft  the  like  motives*  had  then  taken  np  arms;  and  it 
teqotfed  and  enjoined  all  sinoete  protestants  and  tree 
tii^lishmen  to  afibrd  their  utmost  aid  and  aacconr  for 
dethroning  the  tyrant*  James,  dnke  of  York  ;  ooa- 
elading«  ^  Now  let  os  play  the  men  for  ear  peepkw 
andfbr  the  dtiesof  oor  Qon;  and  the  Lead  do  that 
which  seemeth  good  onto  him/* 


« Having  gitenaa  acooont  of  thedokeof  MooaooA's 
eatertioos  dorkig  his  stny  at  Lyme*  in  snpperk  of  the 
cause  in  which  he  had  embaiked^  we  wtH  heia  Mop^ 
nnd  take  n  brief  view  of  the  meaawea  adopted  hy  king 
Jlmes*  to  counteract  and  defeat  the  ol^ect  of  his 
infaaioo. 

<  Upon  Batarday*  the  ISth  of  June*  lOSfti  twv  Aiys 
afhet  Momnonth  had  hmded*  the  king  hud  belbee  the 
two  hnnes  of  pariiament  n  letter  from  AUbrd*  the 
^attiyor  of  Lyaas/  giving  a.  partacnlar  accoimt  of  the 
diA[e*s  landkig  there*  and  feskiag  posseesien  of  the 
lawn ;  and  aciinaialed  the  commons*  that  two  aaes** 
sengeni*  who  broo|^  the  letter*  bad  been  < 
upon  oath*  before  the  privy  coonoil.  The 
examined  the  messengers*  who  ^  testified  the  trntk  of 
the  matter;"  but  the  lonk  did  noL  Both  heosea  agreed 

*  <Mdartxott«ert*<«dMDSWvwi»^K09i:«MteLMrfMeylfa 
smysr  efLyait^  saitDwrt^  n  isiiani  liisai  silM^whsneM  SetQ 
saiAiatd  kgrtke  kssis  •(  tommm.'^'^^mii.  tfil^8tmi^»,f9h 


t»  address  the  kiag;  and  Ae  ad4refft<^  the  lordethaDkef) 
]aiakfar  imparting  ti^t  inte^^ftnot*  Tbe  ^tiniBf)BS» 
baTiBg  voted  the  adt^fen,  ordered  a  biU  to  be  brought 
H^  for  the  attainder  of  the  dnke  oi  MoQIDPIitb,  withput 
any  further  ej^amiaatioi)  of  witpesMs.  Qp  l^ooday* 
th9  idtht  the  b4i  was  read  Ibree  times*  aod  (ia«i4d» 
pad  peat  upto  th^  lesda;'  whstreit  was  aUK>  read  thsea 
^ftea  90  the  sapa  daj»  mtltmt^  th^pmheiicm  «f  ti^ 
^ntltnct,  and  passed  i  and  mi  the  next  4ay»  Tuesdajfr 
Mie  l«th  of  Jaae»  it  reeerved  the  vftyal  anient.  ^ho9 
IkiTDet  aaye,  that  the  earl  af  Angkitea  Apposed  tliia  }>>U 
in  the  lords,  because  he  thought  th^ArMeiHC  not  spfi? 
cient  to  authorise  so  severe  a  eentoice. 

«|tiiia5rea4il|  ha«K>fM«iivad,thattheiMdf  hi  which 
thi«  act  waa  passed  oeoaaieMi4  WKh  oeAveriiitie*  at 
th^tiniei  nose  espeeiidljf*  if  what  sir  Kdward  l8ey»aiit 
Mid  ioa^dehate^  ««  sinlehu  Fenwick'a  biN,.  istr^er 
lh»l  thia  hill  agai««fr  the  (hike  ol  MomMMith  m»  the 
lilH  hill  of  attaiiid«r»  vhieh  had  ever  origiaatedito  the 
hMse  af  cposiQonsr  whene  nrHttelse^  eoohi  »ot  be  exa- 
WMd  open  oath/ 

9f  order  of  the  paptiaMiepI,  the»  tdereted  to  the 
kfalg^  the  doh*  of  Neaoioath'a  deohMation  waa  haral 
hf  the  caiMneA  hangaMv;  whiiHi  sanrad  onljr  to  oiiake 
paefle  paoye  eager  to  wad  itr  The  eeart,  faarful  what 
iWppsaiien*  H  would  ttiaka  m  iiToiir  of  the  dnkeV 

*  TM  WH»  bfltas  fafitdMd  br  Hw  SmnaMr  Mt  SMtap  to  ito 
lerib  bj  sir  Jobn  Ftowi^  wff  •»  alknrwwdt  Mcortod  A)*  %hi 
tteuoa  binfetf.  Tiib  ii  e  MStrkable  paitinMnlsry  iacU«nt»  for 
4r  Joha,  who  was  attdnted  in  the  •uceeedinf  reign,  wm  hardly  and 
wi^ertljr  dHlt  wtlh,  li  tke  MU  thm  l»nN«llt  la  agaimt  kha. 

*  |fcyiwe»»  YhdiisUis  $t.  Ma>  retff  WiHwjr  ef  Jmms  U. 
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desigOi  pnUished  a  prodaniation«  whereby  it  was  mmie 
treaaoD  to  spread  the  said  declaration.  Another  pro- 
clamation was  issued^  promising^  a  reward  of  fire 
thonsand  pounds  to  any  one  who  aboald  secnre  hun 
dead  or  ali? e.'  The  duke  of  Albemarle,  an  lor<i  lies* 
tenant  of  tlie  county  of  Deron,  was  nent  down  to  raise 
the  militia,  and  to  lead  them  against  liim.  I  his  was 
a  service,  to  which  they  were  greatly  averse  :  many 
deserted  from  it,  and  all  were  cold  in  it*  The  gentle 
and  conciliatiny^  manners  of  Monmouth  won  the  hearts 
of  the  people ;  and  the  whole  country  was  open  to  lufls 
for  nearly  a  fortoight. 


On  the  Monday  after  Monmunth  had  landed  at 
Lymci  he  marched  to  Azminster;  and,  by  this  time# 
hit  forces  amounted  to  two  thousand  foot  and  three 
Imndred  horse.  After  a  march  of  ahont  two  miles^ 
they  discovered  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  with  hi^  militkit 
consisting  of  four  thousand  men,  who  designed  to  take 
up  his  quarters  that  night  in  the  same  fown.  He  had 
conducted  bis  forces  from  Exeter,  with  an  intention  to 
lay  siege  to  Lyme.  The  duke  of  Monmouth,  on  finding 
tfaust  he  was  so  near,  endeavoured  to  attach  htm  to  his 
interest,  and  wrote  him  a  letter  signed  «^  JAMES 
R9X;**  to  which  the  duke  of  Albemarle  replied, 
**  that  he  never  had  been  a  rebel,  nor  ever  would  bo 
one***  This  answer  cot  off  all  hopes  of  an  union ;  and 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  advanced  to  the  town  in  good 
order,  lined  the  hedges,  and  planted  his  field-pieces, 
expecting  nothing  less  than  a  battle*    But  the  dnke 

*  OMnizoii  csllt  tkU  s  reward  to  soy  om  wke  would  a9su$fhiii€ 
dks  dnke  of  Menaontli. 
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iii  Albemarle,  when  he  was  even  witiiin  a  quarter  of 
H  mile  of  Axminster,  reflecting  that  be  was  at  die  head 
of  a  militia  only,  who  were  not  disposed  to  fight  against 
Monmouth,  retreated ;  and  his  men  supposing  that 
they  were  pursued,  the  retreat  was  not  e£Fected  without 
much  confusion  and  disorder.  Had  Monmouth  fol- 
lowed them,  he  might  have  taken  all  tiieir  arms, 
increased  bis  own  forces,  and  have  marched,  wkhdut 
opposition,  to  the  gates  of  Exeter.  But,  when  it  was 
debated  whether  to  pursue  them  or  not,  the  duke, 
cautious  of  risking  the  event  of  a  battle  in  so  early  a 
stage,  distrusting  the  skill  of  forces  scarcely  disciplined, 
and  solicitous  to  make  up  into  the  country  as  fast  as 
possible,  with  the  sanguine  hope  of  a  growing  support, 
determined  against  the  measure,  and  proceeded  to 
Taunton ;  the  country,  all  the  way,  filling  the  air  with 
their  acclamations,  and  pmyingCtoD  to  give  success 
to  his  armsb' 

<  Monmouth  does  not  appear  to  have  marched  from 
hyme  with  a  view  to  any  step  of  importance,  but 
nUher  to  avoid  the  danger  which  he  apprehended 
from  the  movements  of  the  Devonshire  and  Somerset 
militia,  whose  object  it  seemed  to  be  to  shut  him  up 
in  Lyme.  In  his  first  day*s  march,  he  had  opportu- 
nities of  engaging,  or  rather  of  pursuing,  each  of  those 
bodies,  who  severally  retreated  from  his  forces;  but 
conceiving  it  to  be  his  business,  as  he  said,  not  to  fight, 
but  to  march  on,  he  went  through  Axminster,  and 
encamped  in  a  strong  piece  of  ground  between  that 
town  and  Chard,  to  which  place  he  proceeded  on  the 

*  Oa  Ui  march,  hs  b  «sld  to  Itats  tonclied  gerenl  for  the  king's 
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foSkmiBgdMj.  AMoidiaKtoWade'iBtmliv^ 
ifipMM  W  mth^A  by  fir  the  wMt  Mthaotic  aceouM  df 
tbuM  tnnsacticMM,  here  it  wm  tbet  tbe  firrt  propoeitiw 
was  made  for  preckininff  MoDnMMith  king.  Fergn- 
•M  iMde  the  propeeaU  and  wai  appparted  by  laid 
0ny)  but  it  wan  eon^.  nw  d0Mi»  at  Wadeexpranei 
]|^  %  tiom  wi^$mn^^mm9tit9  9md  whom*  tfacitfaa^ 
W!i  Mwt  wppaia  to  have  feimed  a  reiy  e^ottdetahk 
MH^ori^  of  tbe  perfooa  dtmud  of  aaffioieal  ianper^ 
taaae  to  be  eowaked  e*  mmk ao  oceaai>a.' 

« Oa  Tboiwlajt  Joao  18tb»  IfoaiMaai  and  hie  party 
entaradTttiMUwi*  '<  whaie,*'  a»ye  Mr.  ros»»  ""aa  vdH 
fior  the  tenoar  of  fbmar  occurfcaoei»  as  f roan  Am  tmi 
MdlaaaiberefthepeoteataatdiMealoi^irhofegaierfa 
gnal  povtien  of  ito  ialnhitant%  he  had  mwry  veaaoft  to 
ospeatthemoitlhvoaiayeiaeeptioD.'*  BiaoxpaeH^ 
tioae  were  Mt  dMppoiatod.  Tbe  iiAibiiilei  of  the 
upper  as  wdl  as  the  lower  classes,  vied  wifb  aaoh  olhet 
ia  testtfyiag  their  alEietioa  br  his  peisoftt  aod  tfieir 
aeal  for  his  eaiise.  While  the  fatter  rent  thft  air  with 
applaoses  and  ai^clamatioasy  the  ibrmer  opeaed  their 
houses  to  hioi  aod  his  foUowtrs^  aod  foraisbcd  his 
aroay  with  neeessaries  aod  soppUes  of  every  kiadb 
fiCs  way  was  strewed  with  flowers ;  the  windows  w^re 
thronged  with  spectators^  aH  amtoos  to  participate 

'  Fosfs  Hiftoffy  ef  Jeaiet  IL  p.  ttt,  eat. 

*  BswstiaDalvsi  wiAMckfSMialcwiiitaitfeiislTeMAoeftbfti 
ens  woald  hate  tbosibt,  ttfs  OldBixoa^  the  people'rwits  wewfUma 
away  ia  the  tights  of  their  joy.  The  Jieom  and  doera  weie  adorned 
with  gmen  booghi,  herbs,,  and  flowcnj^  and  there  was  hardlj^a  hat  to 
be  teen  wHheet  a  green  boagh,  themarit  of  dlsttdctfon  used  by  ibx; 

'  Hislofy  of  JaoMs  II.  p^  4t9. 
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Hi  ^Im*  IIm  warm  fedinga  of  tfci^  »«Mat  mad^ 
tiMB  deem  a  triumpk  HuekMuule  poiateii  ool  to  their 
wiven,  mothers  to  dieir  dkiMrant  the  brave  and  lordy 
herOf  who  wae  deetioed  to  be  the  .deliverer  of  bis 
eoaatry.  The  beautiful  hoesy  which  Drjden  maket 
Aehitophel)  in  his  highest  strain  of  Aatteryi  applj  to 
IMannfortuaate  nobleesaOy  were  in  this  instance  Kte* 
faHy  vertlied  :^>-^ 

<*  TImo  tarfosr^  ihm  fbo  netfoa^  vimts  csaJnii 

Andy  nsirsr  nlisfisd  with  usis^  Msss*; 

Swift)  nnbespoken  ponies  Ibj  itept  {Nradsia, 

And  stsmneriiig  babes  are  taught  to  Ibp  tliy  namt." 

On  the  next  day»  Friday,  twenty-six  yoong  maids^ 
of  the  best  families  in  the  town^  presented  him  wilih 
colours  wrought  by  thmn  for  the  purpose;  and  made 
at  the  expense  of  the  townsmen.  In  the  proeesvon 
made  on  this  occasion^  Misa  Sarak  Blake  was  the 
leader  of  these  youthful  persoDS*  carrying  in  one  hand 
a  naked  swordt  and  in  the  other  a  smaU  curious  biSler 
which  she  delivered  to  the  duke*  addressing  him  at 
the  same  time  in  a  short  speech.  The  duke  received 
these  emblematical  expressions  of  the  attachment  of 
the  town,  and  of  their  expectations  from  him,  with 
great  pleasure;  and  assured  her,  that  **  he  came  now 
into  the  ield,  with  a  design  to  defend  the  truths  cjon- 
tained  therein^  and  to  seal  it  with  his  blood,  if  there 
should  be  an  occasion  for  it.*^' 

*  In  such  circumstances^  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  army 
increased ;  and,  exdnsively  of  individual  recruits^  he 
was  here  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  colonel  Bassett 

<  nttft  Rev  Matljfslagy,  tfth  eMoo^  p.Mt,  tMr-Pes's 
Hiitory  ofisMi  li.  p.  M0» 
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^ith  a  cojisiderabb  corps,  Bot  io  the  midst  of  llietd 
•ppareotly  prosperoQs  circumstMceSy  nomeof  them  of 
•ach  importance  Io  the  success  of  his  euterprizot  aU 
of  them  highly  flattering  to  his  feelings,  he  dici  not  fail 
to  observe  that  one  fiivourable  syojptomt  and  tliat  too 
of  the  moat  decisive  nature,  was  still  wanting.  None 
of  the  considerable  families,  aot  a  single  noblemaD, 
scarcely  any  gentleman  of  rank  or  consequence^  in  the 
Oounties  through  which  he  passed,  had  declared  in  his 
favour.  Popular  applause  is  undoubtedly  sweet ;  and 
not  only  so,  it  often  furnishes  most  powerful  means  to 
the  genius  that  knows  bow  to  make  use  of  them.  But 
Monmouth  well  knew,  that  without  the  countenance 
and  assistance  of  a  proportion,  at  least,  of  the  higher 
ranks  in  the  country,  there  was,  for  an  undertaking 
like  his,  little  prospect  of  success.  He  could  not  but 
have  remarked,  that  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the 
English  people  are,  in  a  great  degree,  aristocratical ; 
nor  had  he  before  him,  nor  indeed  have  we  had  sinc^ 
his  time,  one  single  example  of  an  insurrection  that 
was  successful,  unaided  by  the  ancient  families  and 
great  landed  proprietors.  He  must  have  felt  this  the 
more,  because,  in  former  parts  of  his  political  life,  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  act  with  such  coadjutors  j  and 
it  is  highly  probable,  that  if  lord  Russel  had  been 
alive,  and  could  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  one 
hundred  only  of  his  western  tenantry,  such  a  reinforce- 
ment would  have  inspired  him  with  more  real  confi- 
dence, than  the  thousands  who  individually  flocked  td 
his  standard.'    ' 

'  Bqt  though  Russell  was  no  more^  there  wece  not 

'  Fez's  Hist,  of  James  II.  p.  231. 
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i;rantiiig,  either  in  the  counties  tbroagh  wbich  the 
dake  passed,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  many 
noble  and  wealthy  families,  who  were  attached  to  die 
principles  of  the  whigs.     To  account  for  their  neu- 
trality, and,  if  possible,  to  persuade  them  to  a  different 
(iooduct,  was  naturally  among  his  principal  concerns. 
Their   present  coldness  might  be  imputed    to  the 
indistinctness  of  his  declaration,  with  respect  to  what 
was  intended  to  be  the  future  government.      Men 
zealous  for  monarchy  might  not   choose  to  embark 
without  some  certain  pledge,  that  their  favourite  form 
should  be  preserved.     They  would  also  expect  to  be 
satisfied  with  respect  to  the  person,  whom  their  arms, 
if  successful,  were  to  place  upon  the  throne.     To 
promise,  therefore,  the  continuance  of  a  monarchical 
establishment,  and  to  designate  the  future  monarch/ 
seemed  to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring" 
aristocratical  su  pport.   Whatever  m  i ght  be  the  intrinsic 
weight  of  this  argument,  it  easily  made  its  way  with 
Monmouth  in   his  present  situation.      The  aspiring 
temper  of  mind,  which  is  the  natural  consequence  of 
popular  favour  and  success,  produced  in  him  a  disposi- 
tion to  listen  to  any  suggestion  which  tended  to  his 
elevation    and  aggrandizement;  and  when  he  could 
persuade  himself,  upon  reasons  specious  at  least,  that 
the  measure  which  would  most  gratify  his  aspiring 
desires  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  a  stroke  of  tha 
soundest  policy,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  it  was 
immediately  and  impatiently  adopted.     Urged  there- 
fore by  these  mixed  motives,  and  by  the  importunity 
•f  some  who  were  in  his  councils,  he  assumed,  while 
at  Taunton,  the  title  of  King.* 
*  Fox's  History  of  Jsbms  II.  p.  3SS. 


I 
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It  WMld  appMT  that  McooKNith  wu  Unielf  mi 
to  this  neaMret  attd  that  he  was  preTailed  «pp»  by 
IWfpaMn  and  lord  Grey  to  adopt  itt  <br  the  porpoaa 
of  pneventiDgv  in  oaie  of  the  fiulora  of  hii  attempt,  the 
rvni  of  hit  adhereats^  on  the  graand,  that*  if  he  4^ 
dared  hiaiMlf  kiay,  hit  paitisuia  might  be  ebekeiaA 
fay  the  etatote  auide  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V IL  in 
fa?oar  of  thoee  who  ihooM  obey  a  king  AySmto.'  On 
thii  point  Wdwood*  obmrvee,  that  he  heard  Rnmheli 
my  opealjr  at  hie  exeeution  in  Scotland,  open  armont 
of  the  earl  of  Argyle*8  invasion^  '*  lAn#  JlfgnmeniA  And 
ir$km  kii  ward  with  AAem,  m  dfclarmy  kimm^  tn^^ 
Diflerent  ?iewS|  it  it  jndgnd,  governed  thoie  who 
advised  him.  8ome  thought  fay  it  to  make  the  bnadi 
between  king  James  and  him  irreconcileablet  aiHl»  by 
placing  one  against  the  othert  to  pave  the  way  for  a 
eommonweatth.  Others  were  nndonbtedly  aetoatnd 
by  unfeigned  teal  for  his  honour  and  a  pemnesian 
that  he  was  the  kwftil  heir  to  the  crown. 

It    l>ciHg  the  general  cry  of  the  artny  and  the 

'  We)Iw«od  mys,  <Meniotr.s,  p.  14S^)  tliai  <Mt  was  Imporioaily 
•leoe  lUftf  prendltd  with  MoooMietli  to  taks  that  vlep;  atd  ka  wai 
iAleiiblo  iill  it  wat  told  hin,  that  tba  oaly  way  to  provide  against 
the  ruin  pf  those  tlvit  shoald  come  to  his  assistance^  in  case  he  fafle4| 
was  to  (leclsre  himself  king,  that  thej  might  be  sheltered  under  the 
sfiitttte  of  llenry  VII.  made  in  faTour  of  those  that  should  obej  a 
kteg  tU  facio.^*  To  corroborate  this,  the  eari  of  Argyle  decland^ 
tint  the  doke  of  Monitiouth  pledged  his  word  to  hios  in  Hotinnd, 
ihw  kt  fi»utiU  pretend  U  nom9rt  4ha»  io  aci  tftGsiisaAL  ev  vhc 
Foaci^  thui.  al^uldjoim  him* — Collinses  Peernge^  ¥oi.  iii.  p.  590^ 

The  diiki*  reuewid  this  promise  at  Lj me,  to  Mr.  Lark,  the  baptist 
aslnlster  thtie,  who  tcok  the  commaod  of  a  troop  of  his  horse,  and 
la  tte  rcpabhtans  who  came  in  to  hhn,  atid  who  wei^  the  majtNr 
part  of  his  followers.— 0/(/in«swii's  Eli^Pf  0/  tk^  Siumrii^  p.  70*. 

•  Memoirs,  p.  149. 


tMMfy,  be  rekictobtlyyialikd  to  it.  ud  «i  Chilwdvf 
aafOtliiA|r9tbe20tiiof  Jiii»,  wa8{Ht>cki^  TUb 

WW  followed  ID  the  afteraoon  by  tfaB  latQiaf  of  tiiim 
prodamatKNit  io  the  royal  fliyle;  oae  aetting  a  eom  of 
mooey  oo  king  James*a  head;  the  Mcond  dedatiag 
the  parliament  of  Bhgiaad  a  miMpm  oMaoMfi  and 
the  third  declarngthe  dake  of  AlbeBMirle»  who  had 
raltted  Us  men,  and  lay  withio  six  milce  ef  Taaatep» 
A  tSMtor,  mnleee  he  laid  dewm  hie  arms* 

'  If  this  measare  was  m  reaiiiy  takeo  with  Ttewa  of 
poli<^,  those  views  vera  miseraUy  disappointed  j  for 
it  does  aot  appear  lihat  one  pioaelyte  was  gained.  The 
theeats  in  the  procjaiiatioii  wwe  recdved  with  demion 
by  the  fciag's  afmy,  and  bo  other  seaiinMDts  wen 
excited  by  tkeassmptioii  of  tfeteyal  title,  than  those 
ifi  contempt  ami  indigMrfion.  That  party,  whieh 
sQpported  tlie  idea  of  a  commonwealth,  was  tlwrntis 
fied,  of  coarse,  with  Ifae  principle  of  the  measaso;  the 
favoorei^  of  hereditary  right  heM  it  in  abhorrfenes,  and 
considered  it  as  a  kind  of  sacril^ious  profanation ; ; 
even  among  those  who  considered  monarchy  in  a  i 
rational  light,  and  as  a  magistracy  institated  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  coald  it  be  at  all  agreeable  that 
such. a  magistrate  sfaoold  be  elected  by  die  army  that 
had  thronged  to  his  standard,  or  by  the  particular  par- 
tiality of  a  provincial  town.  Monmonth's  streogtbf 
therefore,  was  by  no  means  increased  by  his  new  tiUe, 
and  seemed  to  be  still  limited  to  two  descriptioM  ef 
persons;  first,  diose  who,  from  thooghtlessness  eir 
desperation,  were  willing  to  join  in  any  attempt  et 
innovatbn ;  secondly,  soch  as,  directing  tfieir  views  to 
a  aingle  ^poiot,  considered  tbe  destractieii  ^  ^emes'e 
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tyranny,  and  the  conseqneDt  sectirity  of  die  |»rot0ifa&t 
rdigioDy  aft  the  objects  which,  at  all  hasardt,  tliey 
ware  bound  to  pursue.  By  assuming  the  title  of  kis^, 
his  rqputation  both  for  moderation  and  good  faith  wa^ 
considerably  impaired^  inasmuch  as  his  preseotoosf 
dnet  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  that  part  of  \m 
declaration,  wherein  he  had  promised  to  leave  tin 
future  adjustment  of  the  government^  and  especiatty 
the  consideration  of  his  own  claims,  to  a  parlismeot 
freely  and  independently  chosen. 

*  The  notion  of  improving  his  new  levies  by  discipliflf 
seems  to  have  taken  such  possession  of  Moooioodi'i 
mind,  that  he  overlooked  tli^  probable,  or  ratbertbe 
certain,  consequences  of  delay,  by  which  the  eaem} 
would  be  enabled  to  bring  into  the  field  forces  hi 
better  disciplined  and  appointed,  than  any  wUdv 
even  with  the  most  strenuous  and  successful  exer- 
tions, he  could  hope  to  oppose  to  them. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  continued  at  Taunton  antil 
(Sunday  morning,  and  then  marched  for  Bridgwater, 
where  he  was  most  cordially  received  Accordiogf  to 
Oldmixon,  he  had  now  with  him  six  thousand  men 
tolerably  well  armed,  which  was  a  greater  namberthan 
he  ever  mustered  at  one  time,  during  the  progress  of  his 
attempt  to  obtain  the  crown.  He  was  proclaimed  in 
Bridgwater,  at  the  High  Cross,  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Popbam,  then  mayor,  and  the  body  corporate,  in  their 
formalities.  Here  his  declaration  was  read,  and  the 
inhabitants,  emulating  each  other  in  the  assistance 
they  should  render  him,  sent  all  kinds  of  provisions  to 
the  troops,  who  were  in  a  rude  sort  of  camp  io  ^^ 
Caade-field,  close  by  the  town«  These  troops  consisted 
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ftf  tax  regiments  of  foot,  distingpoished  by  their  colonrs, 
^ich  had  the  appearance  of  an  army*  He  had 
Aen  about  one  thousand  cavalry,  (chiefly  mounted  on 
mares  and  colts  from  the  marsh,)  and  a  life-guard  of 
forty  young  men,  well  mounted  and  armed,  who 
maintained  themselves  at  their  own  charge.  From 
his  horse  two  good  troops  were  selected,  one  com* 
manded  by  captain  Hewlrag,  and  the  other  by  a 
gentleman  whose  name  is  not  mentioned.  The  duke*a 
quarters  were  in  the  castle,  where  king  Charles  II. 
and  king  James  II.  at  several  times  bad  also  their 
quarters.  Here  he  raised  more  voluntary  contribution* 
tiwn  in  any  other  place,  chiefly  by  the  management 
of  Mr.  Roger  Hoare,*  Mr.  William  Coleman,  and 
other  inhabitants,  great  friends  to,  and  afterwards 
great  sufl^erers  for  his  cause. 

^  From  Bridgwater  he  proceeded  to  Glastonbury, 
and  thence  to  Wells ;  where  he  was  again  proelaimcd 
king,  and  his  declaration  read.  Whilst  at  Wells,  tfa» 
doke*s  soldiers,  thinking  the  clergy  who  belonged  to 
the  cathedral,  and  their  officers,  somewhat  too  imper- 
tinent, took  some  liberties  with  the  latter,  which,  says 
Oldmixon,  was  all  the  damage  done  by  them. 

*  It  was  on  this  march  he  was  alarmed  by  a  party  of 
theearlofOxford*s  horse,^  (the  blues;)  but  all  appre* 

'  This  Roger  Hoare  was  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Bridg. 
■wmter,  and  it  was  bjr  his  management  that  Monmouth  was  proclaimod 
kiag  at  that  town,  and  a  military  chest  raised  ▼olnntarily  bjr  tho 
inhabitants.  He  was  ordered  by  Jeffreys,  at  his  bloody  assises,  to 
bo  executed  with  eleven  others  at  Bridgwater ;  but  himself  and  two 
nofo  were  reprieved  under  the  gallows.  He  lived  to  represent  that 
borough  in  several  parlhunonts. — Loeke*$  fVuiem  RebeWony  p.  7. 

*  Tho  first  forest  tho  king  sent  against  Monmoutk  were  some 
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beosiom  of  any  material  iriterroptioa  were  remoTed  by 
4n  account  that  the  miHtia  had  retreated  to  Bath 
and  Brt.Htol.  From  Glastonbury  and  Wells  be  went 
to  Sheptun'Mallet,  where  the  project  of  an  attack 
Upbfi  Urtstol  was  first  commuoicateti  by  the  dake  to 
hts  officers.  After  some  discussion,  it  was  agreed  UmA 
the  attack  should  be  made  on  the  Gloucestershire  side 
of  the  city,  and  with  that  view  to  pass  the  Avoo  at 
Keyosham,  a  few  miles  from  Bristol,  la  tlieir  march 
from  Sheptun-Malet^  the  troops  were  again  harassed 
in  their  rear  by  a  party  of  horse,  but  lodged  quietly  at 
night  at  Pensford.  A  detachment  was  sent  eariy  the 
next  morning'  to  possess  itself  of  Keynsham,  and  to 
mspair  the  bridge,  which  might  probably  be  broken 
down  to  prevent  a  passage.  Upon  their  approach, 
a  troop  of  the  Gloucestershire  horse  militia  immedi- 
ately abandoned  the  town  in  great  precifntatton, 
leaving  behind  them  two  horses  and  one  man.  By 
break  of  day,  the  bridge,  which  had  not  been  much 
injured,  was  repaired,  and  before  noon  Monmouth, 
liaving  passed  it  with  his  whole  army,  was  in  fail 
march  to  Bristol,  which  he  determined  to  attack  the 
ensuing  night.     But  the  weather  proving  rainy  and 

troops  of  theeail  of  Oxford's  regiment^  (the  blues,)  ander  the  com* 
mand  of  the  lord  ChurchitI,  afterwards  duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
watched  the  duke's  mo? emcnts  with  great  strictness.  The  duke  bi 
Albemarle  headed  the  mililia  of  Deronshire  ;  the  duke  of  Somaiset 
the  militia  of  that  county^  at  Ikth ;  the  dokr  of  li««utortthe  militia 
of  Gloucestershire,  at  Bristol ;  the  earl  of  Pembroke  the  militia  6f 
Wiltshire,  at  Chipiienham.  But  the  king  did  not  confide  in  them ; 
and  therefore  sent  away  all  his  regular  troops  and  gntrds,  to  form  an 
armj  under  the  command  tff  Lewis  Dani8|  ted  of  FerershsBU*^ 
ColiiHs't  Peerage^  toI.  iii.  p.  581. 
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l>Bd|  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  return  fo  Reynshatn,' 
a  measure  from  which  he  expected  to  reap  a  double! 
afdvantao*e  ;  to  procure  dry  and  commodious  quarters 
for  the  soldiers,  and  to  lull  the  enemy  into  a  false  and 
delusive  security,  by  a  movement  which  hore  the  sem- 
blance of  a  retreat.  The  event,  however,  did  not' 
answer  his  expectation ;  for  the  troops  had  scarcely 
taken  up  their  qurirters,  when  they  were  disturbed  by 
two  parties  of  horse,  who  entered  the  town  at  two 
different  places.  A  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  Mt)n- 
mouth  lost  more  than  twenty,  killed  or  woiinded, 
whereas  none  of  the  king's  party  were  slain,  and  only 
f(9ar  with  their  horses  taken. 

This  skirmish  arose,  on  one  side,  by  the  royal  army 
approaciiiiiG^  near  to  the  duke's,  mistakingr  them  for 
their  own  forces;  and,  on  the  other  side,  by  the  eager- 
ness of  undisciplined  men,  too  impetuous  to  wait  till 
the  enemy  entered  the  town,  when  they  might  have 
taken  them  all  prisoners.  The  duke  was  now  strongly 
urged  by  his  adherents,  especially  those  who  were 
natives  of  Bristol,  and  knew  the  disposition  of  the 
inhabitants,  to  proceed  to  that  city.  But  the  duke 
of  Beaufort  being  there,  with  a  garrison  of  about  four 
thousand  men,  and  the  royal  forces  being,  as  it  ap- 
peared, so  Qear,  iie  could  not  be  persuaded  to  pursue 

'  *^  This  false  step  disheartened  liis  party,  and  he  had  no  more 
recralts;  whereas  if  he  had  entered  Biistol,  there  being  no  force  to 
oppose  him  but  the  train.bands,  (who  were  generally  for  him,  not 
only  in  their  hearts,  but  publickly  drinking  his  health,)  )ie  might 
have  furnished  himself  with  men^  arms,  and  money,  and  thence 
inarched  into  Gloucestcrs^hire,  amongst  the  clothiers,  where  great 
numbers  waited  to  join  him,  and  some  of  good  estates.*'— Co//im'i 
Peerage^  vol.  iii.  p.  531. 
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this  measare/  This  eveotually  proved  fatal  to  hit 
caase ;  for  had  he  possessed  himself  of  Bristol,  into 
which  he  was  offered  to  be  conducted  by  some  private 
ways,  with  the  assurance,  that  no  resistance  would  be 
made  by  the  people,  he  would  not  have  wanted  either 
money  or  arms ;  and  with  such  resources  as  that  town 
would  have  fiirnished,  it  would  not  have  been  difficult 
for  him  to  have  marched  to  London ;  the  king  not 
being  able  to  raise  seven  thousand  men.  ''  But  God/* 
says  my  author,  ''  saw  it  not  fit  for  us,  and  over-ruled 
our  consultations,  to  our  own  ruin  :**  and  this  at  the 
height  of  their  prosperity. 

The  scheme  of  attacking  Bristol  being  relinquished, 
they  marched,  in  the  afternoon,  to  Bath,  to  lie  before 
it,  and  sent  a  trumpeter  to  demand  the  town.  But  the 
garrison  being  strong,  and  the  people  warmly  attached 
to  the  royal  interest,  entrance  was  refused.  Unwilling 
to  exhaust  his  strength,  and  spend  his  time  in  sieges, 
the  duke  advanced  towards  Frome.  On  his  march  he 
was  alarmed,  near  Philip's  Norton,  with  the  sudden 
appearance  of  a  part  of  the  king's  army,  under  tiie 

*  On  Che  dukci*!  near  approach  to  Bristol,  a  false  alarm  was  made^ 
by  setting  a  ship  on  fire  in  the  rif  er,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the 
mflitia  that  way,  while  his  friends  admitted  him  into  the  cifj. 
Bishop  Burnet  condemns  his  conduct  in  neglecting  Bristol,  where 
he  would  ha?e  found  much  wealth,  and  hate  gained  some  reputation. 
It  seems  the  duke,  while  he  was  in  Holland,  had  thoughts  of  possets, 
fng  himself  of  this  city,  or  he  would  not  hare  ordered  a  vessel,  on 
board  ^hich  he  had  a  great  number  of  arms,  to  hare  sailed  round 
the  l«and*s«end  up  the  Se? em  to  meet  him  there,  which  Tessd  was 
Intercepted  by  one  of  the  king's  ships  of  war,  commanded  by  captain 
Tre? anion.  Thb  was  another  iU  step.--0/Asj«ofi'f  BMofy  0/ae 
Siuarii^  p.  70S. 
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dake  of  Grafton,  who  had  entered  the  town,  and  lined 
the  hedges.  They  fired  on  his  men,  and  a  brisk  skirmish 
ensued  At  length,  they  were  beaten,  with  the  loss  of 
about  thirty  slain  in  the  place;  whereas  Monmouttk 
lost  but  ten  in  ail,  and  a  few  were  wounded.  The 
royal  army  retreating  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  the 
duke  followed,  and  pitched  about  a  musket-shot  from 
it.  They  played  their  cannon  on  each  other  for  some 
iioors.  The  doke*s  forces,  on  this  occasion,  lost  but  one 
man,  and,  having  the  adrantage  of  the  ground,  did 
great  execution  among  their  opponents.  The  king's 
forces^  at  length,  retreated;  some  himdrecb  of  them, 
it  was  said,  being  killed  and  wounded.  The  lord 
Newbori^h  was  mortally  womided  i»  this  action,  m 
were  several  other  persons  of  distinction ;  and  the  duke 
of  Grafton '  himsdf  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

After  this  reneentre,  the  duke  proceeded  to  Frome, 
where,  though  the  people  were  strongly  attached  to 
Ids  cause,  disasters  multiplied  against  him.  A  few 
days  before  hi»  arrival,  the  arms  in  the  place  had  been 
taken  away  by  stratagenr.  Here  he  received  the  dis- 
couraging intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the  earl  of 
Argyle,who  bad  made  an  attack  in  Scotland;  and  of  the 

'  Tbis  was  Henry  Fitsroy,  dake  of  Gxafloo,  another  natural  loa 
of  Charles  If.  and  half  brother  to  Monmouth.  He  was  of  a  bra?e 
and  martial  spirit,  was  brought  up  to  the  sea,  and  had  been  in  ser^ral 
aaval  expeditions.  In  1687^  the  duke  of  Somerset  having  d^lined 
coadncting  the  polio's  nQn€i#  to  his  public  andicnee,  king  James  11. 
provailed  upon  the  duke  of  Grafton  to  perfonn  that  deremonj,  and 
tm  accordingly  conducted  the  nuncio  to  Windsor.  In  1000,  ho 
embarked  nith  the  earl  of  Marlborough  for  Ireland,  and  was  at  th# 
aiega  of  Cork,  where  he  was  mortally  woanded,  and  died  on  the  9tlk 
ef  October,  inthat year. 
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advance  of  the  king's  forces  from  London,  with  canal- 
derable  baggagfe  and  thirty  field  pieces. 

'  It  was  ill  vain  to  seek  for  any  circumstance  in  bis 
affairs,  that  might  mitigate  the  effect  of  the  severe 
blow  inflicted  by  this  intelligence.  It  produced  in 
him  a  state  of  mind  but  little  short  of  despondeucj* 
He  complained  ihat  all  people  had  deserted  him,  and 
was  so  dejected,  as  hardly  to  ha\e  the  requisite  spirit 
for  giving  the  necessary  orders.  No  diversion,  at  least 
no  successful  diversion,  had  been  made  in  his  favour* 
|t  was  manifest,  said  his  more  timid  advisers,  that  the 
affair  must  terminate  ill,  and  the  only  measure  nowlo 
betakerx  was,  that  the  duke,  with  his»  oflicers,  should 
leave  the  aumy  to  shift  for  itself,  and  endeavour  to  get 
to  the  most  convenient  sea-port,  whence  they  might 
possibly  obtain  a  safe  passage  to  the  continent.  To 
acpoi|i|t  for  Monmouth's  entertaining,  even  for  a  mo- 
menty  a  thought  so  unworthy  of  himself,  and  so 
inconsist^t  With  the  character  for  spirit  he  had  ever 
maintained,  ^ii  character  unimpeached  even  by  hia 
eqemieSy  we  must  recollect  the  unwillingness  with 
\vhich  he  undertook  this  fatal  expedition  ;  that  his 
engagement  to  Argyle,  who  was  now  past  help,  was 
perhaps  his  principal  motive  for  embarking  at  that 
time;  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance  he  had  torn 
himself  from  the  arms  of  lady  Harriet  Went  worth, 
with  whom  he  had  so  firmly  persuaded  himself  that 
he  conld  be  happy  in  the  most  obscure  retirement; 
thW  he  believed  himself  weaned  from  ambition,  which 
had  hitherto  been  the  only  passion  of  his  mind.  It  is 
true,  that,  when  he:  once  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of 
his  friends  so  far  as  to  undertake  a  business  of  sock 
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magnkade,  it  was  his  duty^  but  a  duty  that  required 
a  stronger  miiid  than  his  to  execute,  to  discard  from 
his  thoughts  all  the  arguments  that  had  rendered  his 
compliance  reluctant.  This  proposal  of  disbanding 
ivas  a  step  so  pusillanimous  and  dishonourable,  that  it 
ceuld  not  be  approved  by  any  council  however  com-* 
posed.  It  was  condemned  by  all,  except  colonet 
Venner,  and  was  particularly  inveighed  against  by  lerrd 
Grey,  who  was  perhaps  desirous  of  retrieving,  by  bold 
words  at  least,  the  reputation  he  bad  lost  at  Bridport. 
Monmouth  was  easily  persuaded  to  give  up  a  plan  so 
lincongeniai  to  his  nature,  and  resolved,  though  with 
little  hope  of  success,  to  remain  with  his  army  ^  to  take 
the  chance  of  events,  and,  at  the  worst,  to  stand  or  fkll 
m^ith  men,  whose  attachment  to  him  had  laid  him 
under  indelible  obligations. 

*  This  resolotioM  being  taken,  the  first  plan  was  t6 
proceed  to  Warminster;  but  on  the  morning  of  his 
departure,  hearing,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  kiag^jjf 
troops  were  likely  to  cross  his  march;  and^on  the  other, 
being  inforqiied  by  a  quaker  before  known  to  the  duke, 
that  there  was  a  great  club  army,  amounting  to  ten 
thousand  men,  ready  to  join  his  standard  in  the 
marshes  to  the  westward ;  he  altered  his  intention,  and 
returned  to  Shepton-Malet,  vvhere  he  rested  that  night, 
hi9  army  being  in  good  quarters.  From  Shepton-Malet 
he  proceeded,  on  the  first  of  July,  to  Wells,  upon  infor- 
mation that  there  were  in  that  city  some  carriages 
belbnuing  to  the  king^s  army,  and  ill  guarded.  These 
he  found  and  took,  and  stopped  that  night  in  tlie  townJ. 
The  following  day  he  marched  towards  Bridgwater, 
in  search  of  the  great  succour  he  had  been  taught  t^ 
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expect;  bot  foand,  of  the  promised  ten  linmnaaA mm, 
only  one  hundred  and  sixty.  The  army  lay  that  nigkt 
in  the  field,  and  niice  a^^ain  entered  Bridi^water,  oa 
Friday  the  third  of  Jnly.'  That  the  dnke*9  niea 
were  not  ^et  completely  dinpirited  or  out  of  hearty 
appears  from  the  circumstance  of  great  numbers  of 
them  going  from  Bridgwater  to  see  their  friends  at 
Taunton,  and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
almost  all  returning  the  next  day  according  to  their 
promise.* 

BATTLE  OF  SEBGEMOOR. 

Monmouth  resolved  to  fortify  himself  at  Bridgwi^er, 
so  as  to  hold  his  ground  until  he  should  hear  frosit 
London ;'  but  the  quickened  march  of  the  king's  forees 
precipitated  his  fate.     On  Sunday  morning,  July  ^ 

'  Tke  duktt  of  Monmooth,  by  bit  retmt  to  Bitdgwater,  gmw 
MDiibU  of  bis  error  in  not  attempting  Bristol ;  and  finding  bis  mmt 
desert  In  great  nambers,  be  determined  to  make  a  desperate  psA^ 
sad  resolved  to  attack  tbe  earl  of  Feversham  on  the  very  first  night 
•f  bis  encampment.*-6W/tn4r*#  Peerage^  fol.  iii.  p.  531. 

*  Foa's  History  of  James  II.  p.  24i. 
.  ^  Monmoutb's  first  (bought,  npon  entering  Bridgwater,  seems  to 
have  been  to  fortify  tbe  town ;  for  which  purpose  many  hoadied 
labourers  were  summoned  out  of  the  country  to  begin  tbe  works* 
Thib  principal  gentry  and  merchants,  however,  represented  to  Ua 
ibst  they  had  not  provisions  to  sustain  a  siege,  and  that  It  would  bo 
easy  for  the  king*s  army  to  fire  the  town  ;  and  therefore  tbey 
raqnested  bim  to  leave  it,  and  thus  save  it  from  ruin.— lieo.  J.  Par^ 
€k0lPM  Letter^  prinied  in  Ueywootts  appa.  p.  xxix. 

Monmouth  then  proposed  to  retreat  from  tbe  king's  army  iasmedU 
atsly^  to  march  by  Axbridge  and  Ke^nsbam  to  Gloucester,  and  to 
pursue  the  plan,  formerly  rejected,  of  penetrating  into  tbe  countiis 
of  Salop  and  Chester.  His  preparations  for  this  march  were  all 
made^  when  he  learnt  tbe  tme  sitnatioa  of  the  royal  ansy.— As'a 
JMrl.<Sf /SMS  IT.  p.  M4. 
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tbe  royal  umyi  consisting'  of  aboat  four  thousand  men, 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Feversham  and  lord 
CllQrchill9(afterward8  the  great  duke  of  Marlborough,) 
mwched  from  Somerton ;  and  the  same  day  about  noon^ 
five  regiments  of  foot,  consisting  of  two  thousand  men, 
encamped  inSedgemoor,in  the  parish  of  Chedzoy, under 
Weston.  Fire  hundred  horse  took  up  their  quarters  in 
Weston,  and  one  thousand  6ve  hundred  militia  were 
posted  in  Middlezoy  and  Othery,  a  mile  or  two  distant 
from  Weston.  A  person  of  Bridgwater,  looking  after 
his  cattle,  saw  the  king's  army  march  into  the  moor 
and  pitch  their  tents;  on  which  he  returned  into  the 
town,  and  informed  the  duke  of  all  that  be  had  seen. 
Monmouthf  with  lord  Grey  and  his  principal  officers, 
immediately  went  upon  the  tower  of  Bridgwater 
church,  to  observe,  through  a  telescope,  the  position 
of  the  royal  army.*  The  soldiers  were  perceived  to 
be  under  very  negligent  and  careless  discipline,  inso- 
much that  the  doke*8  attendanU  told  him,  **  that  no 
more  was  to  be  done,  than  to  lock  up  the  stable-door^ 
and  to  seize  the  troopers  in  their  beds." 

A  council  of  war  was  next  held,  for  the  purpose  of 
cOBsideriog  whether  it  might  not  be  adviseable  to 
attempt  to  surprize  the  royal  army  by  an  attack  in  the 
ni^t.  The  prevailing  opinion  was,  that,  if  the  infantry 
were  not  entrenched,  the  plan  was  worth  the  trial ; 
otherwise  not«     Scouts  were  accordingly  sent  out 

*  MonHioatb,  obferring  that  lord  Dunb^irton's  regiment,  (now 
Ao  roysit,)  of  which  he  himself  had  onre  been  colonel,  and  had  been 
sitresiely  belo?ed  by  the  soldiers,  was  posted  on  that  side  of  tbe 
can^  that  was  proposed  to  be  first  attacked,  eipressed  some 
sonoera  at  It,  Mjringy  **  I  know  those  men  will  fight^  and^  if  I  had 
thorn,  I  ihottld  aot  dovbt  of  tnt ceif •" 
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to  wcertaiQ  this  point;  and  their  report  beiiig  tfcat 
there'  were  no  entrenchnienui,  an  attack  was  resolved 
on.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  the  drums  beat  ib 
Bridgwater  for  the  duke's  army  to  assemble  in  the 
castle«6eld.  Several  meettiigrf  were  privately  held, 
where  the  officers  went  to  prayers  for  a  blessings  oa 
their  arms ;  some  of  them  praying  in  red  coats  and 
jack-boots,  a  sight  that  had  not  been  seen  in  England 
since  the  restoration.' 

'  About  eleven  o'clock,  the  duke's  forces  marched 
osit  of  Bridgwater/  without  beat  of  drum,  and  with 
all  possible  silence ;  the  soldiers  being  strictly  forbidden 
to  fire  so  much  as  a  pistol,  until  they  entered  the  royal 
camp.  Lord  Grey  commanded  the  horse,  and  colond 
Wade  the  vanguard  of  the  foot  The  doke*s  orders 
wcrey  that  the  horse  shoald  first  advance,  and,  poshni^ 
iato  the  enemy's  camp,  endeavour  to  prevent  their 
infantry  from  coming  together ;  that  the  cannon  shooid 
fellow  the  horse,  and  the  foot  the  cannon,  and  draw 
up  all  iu  one  line,  and  so  finish  what  the  cavalry  shoald 
have  begun,  before  the  king's  horse  and  artillery  could 
be  got  in  order.  Their  guide,  Benjamin  Newton,  who 
promised  to  lead  them  by  a  bye-road,  conducted  them 
throagh  Chedsoy'  to  a  place  where  the  rhine  or  ditch, 

'  Fox's  History  of  James  II.  p.  S45. — Oldmixon's  Ilistorj  of  the 
Siaartfl. 

*  <<  About  d6?en  o'clock  at  niglit,"  sajs  Oldniicoii,  '<  I  saw  tbe' 
dake  of  Monmoatk  rkle  out,  altandsd  by  lu«  life-gaard  ^iC  horse ; 
and  though  then  bat  a  boy,  observed  an  altenUioa  la  bis  Uokp  wJiich* 
Ldid  not  like ;  fer  oot  being  able  to  ja^ge  of  the  goodoeM  or  HMdnew. 
of  his  cause,  I  ran  down  with  Ae  sAr^am,  and  was  oae  of  its  wdU 
wishers." 

^  The  RcT.  A.  Paschall,  in  hie  toUerfirM«dii»Svj^eiiNtHey wood's 
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behind  which  the  king's  troops  were  encamped,  was 
fordable.  And,  though  Newton  ^new  every  step  of 
the  way,  either  by  day  or  night,  as  well  as  it  was 
possible  for  a  man  to  know  it,  and  though  he  loved  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  with  all  his  heart,  yet  such  was  his 
concern  on  this  important  occasion,  that  he  became 
bewildered.  In  this  state,  he  led  the  duke'H  troops 
above  the  ford,  which  otherwise  would  have  opened  a 
way  for  them  into  the  royal  camp,  where  the  soldiers 
were  asleep  in  their  tents,  and  might,  in  all  human 
probability,  have  been  cut  to  pieces  by  the  scythe-  men, 
of  whom  Monmouth  had  five  hundred;  and  the  terror 
of  the  weapon,  added  to  the  slaughter  and  horror  of 
the  night,  would  have  given  the  rest  of  the  duke'^ 
forces  an  easy  victory. 

^  Whilst  Monmooth*s  men,  says  Oldmixon,  were 
endeavouring  to  find  the  ford,  captain  Hocker,  of 
Taunton,  having  received  some  distrust,  on  account, 
as  it  wasf  said,  of  the  duke*s  refusing  to  make  him 
governor  of  Taunton,  though  he  could  not  spare  him 

appendix,  thus  describes  Monmouth's  march  from  Bridgwarer  to  the 
field  of  battle : — ^^  The  duke  did  not  taice  the  nearest  -way  to  WestoD, 
which  was  three  miles,  but  took  the  long  causeway,  and  so  made  hit 
march  fire  miles  long,  before  he  could  reach  the  king's  camp.  H« 
left  the  way  by  that  short  causeway  through  Chedtoy ,  though  that  was 
nearer,  and  much  more  commodious,  probably  to  aroid  the  danger- 
of  being  discorered.  For  though  he  might  possibly  eipect  at  first 
as  much  assistance  from  Chedzoy  as  the  people  were  able  to  gUe 
Mm,  particular  notice  was  taken,  that  not  one  person  went  thence 
first  to  last  into  his  army.  Avoiding  them  therefore,  who  knew 
generally  nothing  of  his  march,  he  went  by  Bradnc^.lane  ;  wluch 
lane  he  also  soon  left ;  so  by  Marsh. lane,  which  was  further  about, 
and  less  commodious,  he  led  the  army,  much  encumbered  and  retarded 
by  the  narrowness  of  the  lanes,  into  the  North-moon" 
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men  for  a  grarriMQ,  fired  a  pistol,  winch  gave  the 
alarm  to  Danbarton's  regiment,  who  put  themsdTet 
into  as  good  order  as  they  could,  to  receive  their 
enemies.'  About  one  in  the  morning,  Monmouth's 
troops,  having  got  over  the  ditch  with  somedifficaky, 
fell  furioosly  on  the  king's  forces,  took  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  turned  them  on  Dunbarton*s  and  other 
troops,  which  threw  the  latter  into  disorder/  Whilst 
this  was  going  on,  the  alarm  reached  WeMon,  wbete 
the  earl  of  Feversham,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
king's  army,  was  safe  in  bed ;  hot  on  receiving  tUi 

.  *  Mr.  Fox  (History  of  James  It.)  says,  that  colonel  Wade^wbsa 
lie  cune  within  forty  paces  of  the  ditch,  was  obliged  to  halt,  to  p«t 
his  battalion  into  that  order,  which  the  extreme  rapidity  of  the  march 
bad  for  the  time  disconcerted.  His  plan  was  to  pass  the  dxttk^ 
leserring  his  fire;  bat  while  he  was  arranging  his  men  for  that 
^rpose,  ano<;^r  battalion  newly  come  np  bafan  to  fire,  thooghat 
a  considerable  distance ;  a  bad  example,  which  it  was  impossible  to 
prevent  the  Tangusrd  from  following. 

*  The  Rev.  A.  Fischall  mentions  the  Taunton  men  as  the  best 
troops  in  Monmouth's  army :-— '*  It  was  not  above  half  a  qnaifer  of 
en  hour,"  says  he,  ^*  before  the  doke's  foot,  continuing  their  mardiy 
appear  to  the  Scots"  (meaning  the  royals,  now  the  first  i^imcsK  ef 
foot,)  <<  first  in  three  bodies ;  then  the  third  lesser  body  joins  with 
one  of  the  other  two.  Of  these,  there  were  two  thousand  of  their 
prime,  and  prindpaUy  Taunton  men,  led  b^  Wade.  By  these  the 
Jighi  was  managed.  The  king's  soldiers  gave  them  the  tommemdom 
Hon  of  stout  men.  Two  thousand  more,  among  whom  wen  one 
thousand  scythe-men,  stood  at  a  distance,  between  Laagnioor.Jtooe 
and  them.  These  two  thousand  came  not  to  the  fight.  Many  are 
said  to  hare  been  behind  them,  who  being  hindered  bf  the  lanes, 
through  which  they  marched,  could  not  come  up,  before  they  met 
cause  to  run  with  their  fellows.  The  fi^t  continued  not  much  aboTO 
half  an  honn  It  is  said  that  rictory  seemed  to  be  inclined  to  the 
rebels,  and  that  the  king's  army  was  almost  in  despair." 


BI8TO&T  OF  TAUNTON.  477 

inteUig^ence,  he  immediately  hastened  to  the  field.  The 
two  armies  were  now  hotly  engaged.  Monmouth's 
began  with  a  volley  of  shot  and  hazzas,'  and  th^r 
first  fire  so  confounded  their  enemies,  that  those  who 
were  nearest  Weston  ran  into  the  town,  and  those  who 
were  in  Weston  ran  to  Middlezoy,  and  through  that 
place,  above  a  mile  from  the  moor ;  so  that,  had  the 
dttke*s  horse,  or  even  the  two  troops  he  had  sent  with 
oaptain  Uewling  to  Minehead  for  cannon,  made  any 
opposition  to  the  king's  cavalry,  the  roiit  had  been 
entire.*  But  the  badness  of  Monmouth's  horse,  which 
was  commanded  by  lord  Grey,  who  could  not  get  them 
into  line,  most  of  them  being  so  undisciplined  as  not 
to  stand  the  noise  of  the  musquetry  and  cannon,  and 
these  consequently  disordering  the  others,  induced  his 

.'  Moomoiith's  soldien,  not  haviDg  pstieoce  to  wait  the  gnids^ 
Motioni^  rao  di8orderl7,  as  fast  as  poHible,  over  the  ditch,  to  cono 
at  the  royal  ansy,  whereby  they  lost  their  gaide;  and  a  pistol 
acddentallj  going  off  ga?e  notice  of  their  approach  to  Dnnbarton's 
regiment,  the  oldest  and  roost  experienced  soldiers  in  the  king's 
array,  who,  being  on  the  adranced  post,  and  in  good  order,  receited 
them  with  great  alertness  and  resolution.  Monmouth's  men  began 
the  engagement  with  a  roUey  of  bullets,  which  forced  the  rear  of  the 
"king's  troops  to  retire  into  Weston.  The  dnke,  seeing  these  hopes 
of  saecess,  ordered  the  lord  Grej  to  bring  np  his  horse ;  but  either 
thn^h  cowardice  or  treachery ,(the  latter  is  suspected,)  his  lordship 
left  the  field,  on  the  ad?ance  of  two  parties  of  the  king's  horse, 
under  sir  Theophilas  Oglethorpe^  and  sir  Francis  Coropton.i— 
ColUntU  Peerage^  1819,  rol.  Ui.  p.  S31. 

*  The  horse  adTanced  no  farther  than  the  ditch ;  and  whether 
immediately,  as  according  to  some  accounts,  or  after  haTing  beea 
considerably  harassed  by  the  enemy,  In  their  attempts  to  Ind  a 
place  to  pass,  according  to  others,  quitted  the  fteld«*— Fo«'#  Birt. 
0/ James  Ih  p«  S45. 
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lordship  to  ride  up  to  the  dake,  crying,  *'  AU  is  feif, 
and  it  is  tune  for  you  to  shift  for  ycnrseJf.^^  At  this 
time,  Monmotith  whs  charging  at  the  head  of  his 
iBfantry,  with  his  wonted  gallantry  ;  and  the  uteadineas 
with  which  they  fought,  says  Oidmixon,  was  very 
extraordinary  and  promising.  The  waggons  with  the 
atnmnnitioii  were  now  drawing  to  wards  the  moor,  bat 
meeting  with  some  of  lord  Grey's  horse  scampering  off, 
they  told  the  drivers  that  the  duke's  army  was  routed; 
upon  whicli,  the  waggons  turned  about,  and  the  drivers 
did  not  stop  till  they  got  to  VVeare  and  Axbridge,  a 
distance  of  ei^-hteen  miles,  where  they,  or  the  country- 
people,  plundered  them  of  their  lading. 

<  In  the  mean  time,  the  king's  forces  rallied,  and 
Mew,  bishop  of  Winchester,{l  speak  after  Oldmixon,) 
officio  isly  put  his  coach-horses  to  the  artillery,  that 
vrte  placed  in  the  road  from  Weston  to  Bridgwater, 
atid  causing  these  guns  to  be  drawn  against  the  duke's 
infantry,  the  latter  were  extremely  galled  by  their  fire; 
yet  still  they  stood  their  ground,  calling  out, ''  i4ai«iif- 
ni/ton,  ammunition !  for  the  hards  sahe^  ammunition  /" 
which  not  coming,  and  Monmouth  and  Grey  being 
gone  with  the  horse,  the  foot  fled  after  them,  and  the 
king's  horse  pursuing  killed  double  the  number  that 
were  slain  in  the  battle.* 

'  In  this  battle,  a  French  officer  id  (he  king's  army  was  slain, 
and  interred  in  the  church  of  Middlezoy,  where  there  is  the  follow. 
ing  inscription  on  a  brass  plate  to  his  memory  : — '*  Here  lyes  the 
body  of  LoTis  Chevalier  de  Misiers,  a  French  gentleman,  who 
behaved  himself  with  great  courage  and  gallantry  eighteen  years  in 
the  English  service ;  and  was  unfortunately  slain  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1^85,  at  the  battle  of  Weston,  where  he  behave^  himself  with  all 
the  courage  imaginable  against  the  ting's  enemies^  commanded  by 
the  rd>ei  doke  of  Monmonth." 
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'.(Ndfkiixon,  who  is  very  particular  in  his  account  of 
this  battle,  says,  tiiat  he  was  upon  the  spot  before  the 
dead  were  buried,  and,  young  as  he  then  was,  observed 
the  Alain  to  be  more  on  the  king's  part  than  on  the 
duke's,  as  they  were  pointed  out  to  t\\e  person  who 
carried  him  to  the  moor,  by  one  of  the  king's  soldiers. 
'  A  boat  three  hundred  of  the  duke's  men,  and  four 
byndred   of  the  king's,   were  killed  in  the  action.' 

'  The  Dumber  of  Monmouth's  men  killed  is  computed  by  some 
ult  two  thousand,  by  others  at  three  hundred  ;  a  disparity,  howerer| 
#faiebmay  easily  be  reconcited,  by  sUfiposing  thftt  the  one  acconat 
tikes  m  ihiose  only  who  wer^  killed  in  battle,  while  the  other  compre. 
heeds  the  wretched  fugitives  who  were  massacred  in  ditches,  com* 
fields,  and  other  hiding  places,  the  following  day. 

Sixteen  of  the  king's  soldiers  who  were  killed,  as  appears  from  a 
memorandum  made  at  the  time  in  the  parish  register,  were  bnried 
IB  Weston,  five  in  the  church,  and  eleven  in  the  church.yard. 
Above  ofte  handred  were  wounded.  The  prisoners  were  all  confined 
IB  W^stda  cfaorch,  Where  five  of  them  died  of  their  wounds.  About 
five  hundred  others  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  pursuit,  and  up. 
wards  of  five  hundred  were  apprehended  afterwards  by  the  civil 
power. 

Immediately  after  the  battle,  the  earl  of  Feversham  ordered 
twenty.two  of  the  prisoners  to  be  hanged  on  the  spot,  four  of 
whom,  to  use  the  words  of  the  register  above-mentioned,  were 
^'  hanged  in  gemmaces,^*  that  is,  in  chains.  The  fate  of  one  man  in 
particular  Is  too  extraordinary  to  be  passed  over.  This  person, 
who  was  remarkably  swift  of  foot,  was  prevailed  upon,  on  condition 
of  being  pardoned,  to  entertain  the  general  with  a  specimen  of  his 
agility.  Accordingly^  having  stripped  himself,  a  halter  was  put 
round  his  neck,  and  the  opposite  end  fastened  to  the  neck  of  a 
horse.  They  itartcd  at  a  place  called  Bussex.rhine,  and  ran  from 
thence  to  Brintsfield-bridge^  a  distance  somewhat  more  than  half 
a  mile;  and  though  the  horse  went  at  full  speed,  the  man  kept  pace 
with  him  the  whole  way.  But  notwithstanding  this  exertion,  and 
the  tevms^f  the  agreement,  the  inhuman  Feversham  ordered  him  to 
be  hanged  with  the  rest.— Xocie'i  Wettem  RebtUion^  p.  32. 


i 


480  UI8TOBT  ow  TAmnmsu 

Maoy  adlierents  of  the  duke*8  were  taken 
the  principal  of  whom  were  colonel  Holtnesi  nug<« 
Perrot,  captain  Madders  of  Crewkeme,  MrWiBwumij 
a  domehtic  of  the  duke's,  who  had  his  grace's  elcMik 
and  two  hundred  guineas,  and  captain  Adianiy  wko 
had  about  one  hundred  broad-pieces  qailted  is  lus 
buff-coat.  The  last  was  mortally  wounded ;  bat  tlie 
earl  of  Feversham  wonld  not  trust  to  ^t,  but  c«Nn* 
manded  him  to  be  executed  the  next  day ;  and  he  was 
the  first  who  was  hung  in  chains  on  the  moor  between 
Weston  and  Bridgwater,  where  there  was  soon^  to  a 
considerable  length/  a  range  of  gibbets  and  dead 
bodies. 

After  the  field  was  cleared  of  Uie  duke*s  men,  his 
lordship  marched,  with  five  himdred  foot,  and  a  party 
of  horse  and  dragoons,  to  Bridgwater,  where  be  foiuid, 
that  the  duke's  forces  left  there  were  fled  and  dis- 
persed. Leaving  colonel  Kirke  in  the  town  with  these 
forces,  he  sent  out  divers  parties  in  pursuit  of  lord 
Grey  and  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  the  latter  of 
whom  had  made  off  on  the  gallop,  accompanied  by 
about  thirty  horse,  and  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
was  more  than  twenty  miles  from  Sedgemoor.    Dr< 

'  As  soon  as  the  earl  of  Feversham  had  gained  the  Tictoiy,  hi 
hung  twenty  of  the  prisoners,  without  trial.  <<  His  nncle,  the  fiuDovs 
marshal  Turenne,'*  sajs  Granger,  <<  who  knew  and  praetiwd 
every  part  of  generalship,  never  treated  his  pritonert  ia  tfua 
Banner.*'— Bfogrii;)Ai€o/  History^  vol.  it.  p.  871. 

Feversham  was  proceeding  in  his  executions,  when  the  bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wills  (Dr.  Ken)  warned  him,  that  these  nnhappj  SMn 
were  now  by  law  entitled  to  a  trial^  and  that  their  execation  wonld 
be  deemed  a  real  mnrden  This  femonstraace,  however,  did  oot 
stop  the  savage  nature  of  colonel  Kirk€*— ifnaitV  EngjUindf  ^^L 
tiij.  p.  331. 
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Olirer,  one  of  the  company,  who  was  afterwards 
l^ysician  to  Greenwich  hospital,  rode  up  to  the  duke, 
and  said,  **  Sir,  this  is  the  farthest  you  can  go,  without 
throwing  yourself  into  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  who 
are  waiting  for  you  all  over  the  country  eastward. 
Nobody  has  yet  heard  of  our  ill  success  in  these  parts: 
let  us  turn  off  to  the  sea-coast,  over  against  Wales, 
seize  one  of  the  passage-boats  at  Uphill,  and  get  over 
to  the  other  side,  where  I  know  you  have  friends, 
among  whom  you  will  be  safe  till  you  can  retire  else- 
where." The  duke  inclined  to  hearken  to  him,  but 
lord  Grey,  who  appears  to  have  been  his  evit  genius, 
checked  Oliver  for  offering  to  give  such  '*  foolish 
advice,"  as  he  called  it;  and  the  duke  going  away  with 
Grey,  the  doctor  said,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  **  God 
ble^  you,  sir,  I  shall  never  see  you  more."  So,  setting 
spurs  to  his  horse,  he  rode  off  to  Bristol* 

The  small  party  having  now  separated,  Monmouth, 
Grey,  and  a  gentleman  of  Brandenburg,  went  south- 
ward, with  a  view  to  gain  the  New-forest,  in  Hamp- 
shire, where,  by  means  of  Grey's  connexions  in  that 
district,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country,  it 
was  hoped  they  might  be  in  safety,  till  a  vessel  could 
be  procured,  to  transport  them  to  the  continent.' 

There  is  a  tradition  that  Monmouth,  on  riding  off 
with  lord  Grey,  from  the  field  of  battle,  endeavoured 
to  conceal  himself  in*  a  cottage,  called  Edge-house^  in 
the  village  of  Grenton,  which  lies  under  Polden-hiU, 
and  about  two  or  three  miles  from  Sedgemoor,  where 
he  was  hospitably  entertained  by  the  poor  shepherd 
whjo  inhabited  it. .  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
'  Foi'8  Hbtory  of  Jamet  II*  p»  $50* 
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July,  1772,  p.  a04,  there  ii  a  short  Mcmwt  of  tliif 
cottage,  accompanied  by  two  views  of  it,  teroMii  the 
front  and  back  front.  There  is  at  least  some  plan- 
wbility,  if  not  truth,  attached  to  this  tradition.  The 
battle,  it  will  be  recollected,  coosaienceii  about  batf 
past  one  in  the  moningf  and  the  conflict  had  not 
continued  more  than  half  an  boor,  before  brd  4Aref 
told  Monmoath,  that  it  was  time  to  seek  their  aafiety 
by  fligrht ;  and  Oldmixoo  says,  that  by  five  m  the 
momingr,  Monmoath  was  twenty  miles  from  Sedgis- 
moor.  1 1  is  therefore  probable  that  the  doke,  in  his  fli|^t 
from  the  field  of  battle,  miglit  stop  for  a  few 
at  this  cbttaire,  to  take  some  refreshment  or  to  ok 
bis  dress ;  more  especially  aait  was  sitaated  in  hianol^ 
and  as  it  is  notoriom  that  it  stood  in  a  neighboarhood 
where  aii  ranks  were  well  aflbotad,  not  only  to  Mm 
personally,  but  also  to  the  cause  in  which  he  tMS 
enjifaged.  It  may  also  be  urged  in  ikvonr  of  thia  tra^^ 
dition,  and  of  the  character  of  the  poor  shephwd  who 
lived  at  Edge-house,  that  hospitality,  as  well  as  fidelity, 
is  not  exclusively  extended  by  the  higher  claaseo  of 
society  to  persons  soffering  under  a  reverse  of  fortune, 
as  the  adventures  of  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  will  amply  testify.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  lamented,  that  we  have  no  better 
account,  than  what  tradition  affiMds,  of  an  incident  se 
interesting  in  this  crisis  of  the  fiite  of  Monmoutli. 

DUKB  OV  MONMOUTH   AITB  I.ORB  O&BT 
TAKEN  PRISONERS. 

The  following  account  of  the  taking  of  the  dnke  of 
Monmoath  and  lord  Grey  is  copied  from  a  pamjdilet 
printed  at  the  time  by  the  king- a  aatiioiity»' 

'  TbstiaeoftUi^tniililelb^  <<AaAceo«BtortheMsBasrof 
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^  Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  the  rebek  at 
Bridgwateor,  on  Monday  the  6th  of  July  instant^  the 
late  duke  of  Monmouth,  late  iord  Grey,  and  the 
Brandenbui^  fled ;  and,  coming  between  Gillingham 
and  Shaftesbury,  got  a  guide  to  lead  them  the  way  to 
the  New-forest,  most  free  from  towns  and  watchea. 
He  led  them  by  White-sheet,  four  miles  east  of  Shaftes- 
bury, and  thence  by  Cranboorne^chace ;  where  their 
horses  being  tired,  they  let  them  loose,  and  bid  thmr 
bridles  and  saddles. 

^'  In  the  mean  time,  the  news  of  the  defeat  coming  to 
the.Iord  Lumley,  then  |)osted  at  Ringwood,  in  Hamp* 
shire,  with  three  troops  of  horse  of  colonel  Stapley'« 
regiment,  commanded  by  major  Bridger,  captain 
Monk,  and  captain  Peckbam  ;  and  four  companiea  of 
fcM>t  of  colonel  Alford's  regiment,  commanded  by 
lientenant-coionel  Cooper,  captain  Bickeley,  captain 
Best,  and  captain  Carre,  all  of  the  Sussex  militia;  his 
lordship  was  pleased  to  send  his.  scouts  every  way  to 
take  up  suspected  persons;  and  sir  William  Portmaa, 
for  the  same  end,  had  taken  care  for  strong  watches 
to  be  set,  made  up  of  hi^  yellow  coats  and  others,  on 
the  roads  from  Poole,  to  the  most  northern  puts  of 
Dorset. 

««  Upon  the  seventh  instant,  about  five  in  the  mom* 
ing,  some  of  the  lord  Lomley's  said  scouts,  Hding  in 
the  road  near  Holt-lodge,  in  Dorsett  four  miles  west 

taking  the  late  Dake  of  Moamoutli,  &c.  Bj  his  Mi^etty's  Con- 
aiand,  London,  printed  by  B.  G.  for  Samuel  Keeble,  at  tlie  Turk's 
Head,  oter  against  Fetter.Laoe,  in  FleeUStreet,  1086."  Folio, 
containing  fonr  pages. 

It  is  reprinted  in  the  Barleiaa  Miseellany,  vol.  be.  p.  U3.  Lon. 
doo,  laiO^  Sfo. 


I 


484  HISTORY   OF  TAUNTOlt. 

t)f  Ring  wood,  jttst  at  the  turn  of  a  cross- way,  snrpriicd 
^rid  seized  two  suspected  persons;  which, when  the  lord 
Xihmley  came  up,  proved  to  be  the  late  lord  Grey,  and 
the  said  guide.  This  put  the  lord  Lomley  upon  a  strict 
examining  of  the  cottages,  with  which  that  heathy 
Country  abounds,  and  calling  in  the  neighbourhood, 
that  were  acquainted  with  the  country,  &c.  Notice 
of  this  being  brought  to  sir  William  Portman,  by 
some  of  his  watches,  &c.  he  hastened  to  the  place, 
with  as  many  horse  and  foot  as  he  could  of  a  saddea 
"gel  together. 

<*  It  happened,  upon  the  lord  Lumley's  enquiry 
'amongst  the  cottages,  that  a  poor  woman,  one  Amy 
Farrant,  directed  his  lordship  to  a  hedge  where  she 
litfd  seen  two  men  go  over;  which  hedge  proved  to 
be  part  of  the  out-bounds  of  very  many  inclosed 
grounds,  some  overgrown  by  fern  and  brakes,  and 
others  sown  with  rye,  pease,  or  oats,  &c. 

*«  Whereupon  a  strict  guard  was  put  very  near  one 
another,  round  those  out-bounds,  whilst  other  foot  and 
horse  did  beat  within.  These  guards  kept  their  several 
posts  so  well,  that,  though  the  late  duke  and  the  Bran- 
denburg attempted,  at  least  thirty  times,  to  make  their 
escape  out,  yet  they  always  found  each  guard  r£ady ; 
and  upon  their  last  attempt  to  escape,  two  of  the 
troopers,  firing  on  them,  made  them  immediately  to 
retire,  and  hide  themselves  apart  from  each  other, 
in  some  of  the  adjacent  ditches,  where  they  were 
afterwards  found. 

<'  Upon  the  eighth  day,  by  five  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning,  the  Brandenburg  was  found;  who,  upon 
examination,  confessedi  that  he  parted  with  the  said 
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late  duke,  within  the  same  out-boands,  about  one  of 
the  clock  that  morning ;  whereupon,  everv  individual 
person,  being  encouraged  thereby,  and  by  the  hopes  of 
having  a  share  in  the  five  thousand  pounds,  (as  was 
before  agreed  on  in  the  field,)  did  renew  the  pursuit  of 
Jhim  with  the  strictest  search  and  diligence  imaginable} 
and  about  seven  of  the  clock  of  the  same  morning,  one 
Henry  Parkin,  servant  to  Samuel  Rolles,  esq.  hap- 
pened to  discover  the  said  late  dnke  bid  i«v  a  ditch| 
covered  with  fern  and  brakes;  and,  callhig  to  two  of 
the  Sussex  troopers,  that  were  by  him,  all  three  seized 
him  together    Sir  William  Portman,  happening  to  be 
fkeav  that  place,  rid  presently  in,  and  quieted  those 
that  cried,  Shooi  him,  shoot  him!     He  laid  hands  on 
him  as  his  prisoner,  and  so  preserved  him  from  all 
violence  and  rudeness ;  and  immediately,  in  the  same 
instant,  the  lord.Lumley  came  in,  and  agreed,  that  sir 
William  Portman  should  search  him ;  which  was  done, 
and  as  soon  as  they  had  found  his  George^  they  des- 
patched that,  with  the  news,  to  his  majesty,  by  captain 
Bickeley  and  Mr.   Chaldecot,  Sussex  and   Dorset 
gentlemen. 

'^  The  prisoners,  after  this,  were  kept  two  nights 
at^ingwood.  On  Friday,  the  lord  Lumley  discharged 
the  foot  there ;  and  with  the  said  three  troops  of  the 
Sussex  horse,  and  one  troop  of  the  Dorset  militia^ 
commanded  by  captain  Fownes,  they  were  conveyed 
to  Winchester,  where  joined  them* two  troops  of  hia 
majesty's  in  pay,  and  two  of  the  Northampton  militia 
troops ;  all  which  conducted  them  to  Farnham  castle, 
upon  Saturday  the  I  Ith,  and  the  next  day  to  Guilford, 
and  upon  Monday  the  13th,  to  Vauxhall,  where  a 
regiment  of  the  lord  Dartmouth's  received  them,  with 


tf 


460  HI8TOBT  0»  Til^TNTOH^ 

Other  troops  of  his  majesty's  in  pay ;  and  thence,  hj 
barge,  they  were  carried  to  Whitehall. 

''  The  papers  and  books,  that  were  found  on  him^ 
are  since  delivered  to  his  majtrsty. 

*^One  of  the  books  was  »  manuscript  of  spells,  eharms^ 
and  conjurations,  song^,  receiptSt  and  prayers,  all 
written  with  the  said  late  duke*8  own  hand. 

*'  Two  others  were  manuscripts  of  fortification,  and 
the  military  art. 

^  And  a  fourth  book,  fairly  written,  wherein  are 
computes  of  the  yearly  expense  of  his  majesty's  navy 
and  land  forces* 

'^  And,  as  for  his  (^old,  only  twenty  guineas  were 
given  to  the  said  Parkin,  and  ten  guineas  a-piece  to 
the  two  troopers  that  first  seized  him;  and  the  rest 
was  returned  to  the  said  late  duke. 

''  As  the  prisoners  passed  throu^rh  Ramsey,  Win- 
chester, Farnham,  and  Guilford,  one  would  admire 
to  see  the  very  great  numbers  of  the  militia,  with  the 
deputy-lieutenants,  and  gentlemen  of  those  parts,  that 
were  ready  to  guard  them,  and  take  off  the  fatigue  of 
such  as  were  on  the  march. 

'^  Within  doors,  none  but  commission  ojflSlcers  were 
trusted  to  watch  by  them ;  and,  besides  those,  the  lord 
Lmnley  and  sir  William  Portman  took  their  turns  to 
watch  in  person,  night  and  day,  from  the  time  of  the 
taking  of  the  said  late  duke,  until  they  had  delivered 
him  safe  at  Whitehall,  from  whence  he  was  conveyed 
to  the  Tower." 


Under  these  circumstances  it  is  no  wonder  that  his 
body  was  quite  sunk  with  fatigue,  and  that  his  mind 
was  in  a  state  of  despondency.  His  stod^  of  proyiiion^ 


whick  ooD■i•t^d  of  some  pease  gathered  in  the  fidds 
throQi^  which  he  had  fled,  was  nearly  exhausted,  and 
there  is  reason  to  think,  that  he  had  little,  if  any  other 
instenance,  siiii'efaeleft  Bridgwater,  on  the  evening  of 
the  5tli.  To  repose  he  had  been  equally  a  stranger. 
Tet  that,  under  these  privations,  he  appeared  dispirited 
and  crest-fallen^  is^  by  the  unrelentiiig  malignity  of 
party  writers,  imputed  to  him  as  cowardice  and 
meanness  of  spirit.  That  the  failure  of  his  enterprise^ 
together  with  the  bitter  reflexion,  that  he  had  suflered 
liimself  to  be  engaged  in  it  against  his  own  better 
judgment,  joined  to  the  other  calamitous  circumstances 
of  his  situation,  had  reduced  him  to  a  state  bordering 
on  despair,  it  is  evident ;  and  in  this  frame  of  mind,  he 
^rote,  on  the  verjr  day  of  his  eapture,  the  following 
letter^  to  the  king : — 

'«  Bm§iMod,  Jufy  8th,  1685. 

**  Your  msjesty  may  think  it  the  misfortune  I  now 
he  under  makes  me  make  this  application  to  you; 
but  I  do  assure  your  majesty,  it  is  the  remorse  i  now 
bave  in  oie  of  the  wrong  1  have  done  you  in  several 
things;  and  now  in  taking  up  arms  against  you.  For 
my  taking  up  arms,  it  never  was  in  my  thoughts,  since 
the  king  died :  the  prince  and  princess  of  Orange  will 
be  witness  for  me  of  the  assurance  I  gave  them,  that 
I  would  never  stir  against  you.  But  my  misfortune 
was  sudb,  as  to  meet  with  some  horrid  people,  that 

'  This  letter  is  here  printed  from  a  copy  given  in  the  History  of 
the  Reign  of  William  HI.  ?ol.  i.  p.  166,  167--an(l  collated  with 
another  copy,,  printed  in  lord  Somers's  Tracts^  ?ol.  i.  p.  216,  which 
Is  therdn  said  to  be  taken  from  sir  Thomas  Webster's  Collection — 
and  with  a  thbd,  priaied  in  Fox's  History  of  King  James  II.  p.  t&U 
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made  me  believe  tbings  of  your  majesty,  and  gave  mc 
8o  many  false  arguments,  that  1  was  fully  led  away  to 
believe,  thai  it  wan  a  shame  and  a  sio,  before  6oD,nol 
to  do  it.  But,  sir,  1  will  not  trouble  your  majesty,  at 
present,  with  many  things  1  could  say  for  myself,  that 
I  am  sure  would  move  your  compassion  ;  the  chief  of 
this  letter  being  only  to  beg  of  you,  that  1  may  have 
that  happiness  as  to  speak  to  your  majesty,  for  I  have 
that  to  say  to  you,  sir,  that  1  hope  may  give  you  along 
and  happy  reign. 

**  1  am  sure,  sir,  when  you  hear  me,  you  will  be 
convinced  of  the  zeal  I  have  for  your  preservation, 
and  how  heartily  I  repent  of  what  I  have  done.  I  can 
say  no  more  to  your  majesty  now,  being  this  letter 
must  be  seen  by  those  that  keep  me.  Therefore,  sir, 
I  shall  make  an  end*  in  begging  of  your  majesty  to 
believe  so  well  of  me,  that  I  would  rather  die  a  thousand 
deaths,  than  excuse  any  thing  I  have  done,  if  1  did  not 
really  think  myself  the  most  in  the  wrong  that  ever 
any  man  was ;  and  had  not,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  an  abhorrence  for  those,  that  put  me  upon  it, 
and  for  the  action  itself.  1  hope,  sir,  God  Almightt 
^ill  strike  your  heart  with  mercy  and  compassion  for 
me,  as  he  has  done  mine  with  the  abhorrence  of  what 
I  have  done.  Therefore,  1  hope,  sir,  I  may  live  to 
shew  you  how  zealous  I  shall  ever  be  for  your  service ; 
and  could  I  say  but  one  word  in  this  letter,  you  would 
be  convinced  of  it ;  but  it  is  of  that  consequence,  that 
I  dare  not  do  it.  Therefore,  sir,  I  do  beg  of  you  once 
more  to  let  me  speak  to  you ;  for  then  you  will  be 
convinced,  how  much  I  shall  ever  be, 

Your  majesty's  most  humble  and  dutiful 

MONMOUTH/' 
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The  only  certain  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  tbi« 
letter  is,  that  Monmouth  still  wished  anxiously  for 
life,  and  was  willing  to  save  it,  even  at  the  cruel  price 
of  begging  and  receiving  it  as  a  boon  from  his  enemy. 
The  queen  dowager,  who  seems  to  have  behaved  with 
an  uniformity  of  kindness  towards  her  husband's  son, 
that  does  her  great  honour,  urgently  pressed  the  king 
to  admit  his  nephew  to  an  audience.  Importuned 
therefore  by  entreaties,  and  instigated  by  the  curiosity 
which  Monmouth's  mysterious  expressions  had  excited, 
he  consented,  though  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
shew  no  mercy.  James's  nature  did  not  revolt,  his 
blood  did  not  run  cold,  at  the  thoughts  of  beholding 
the  son  of  a  brother,  whom  he  had  loved,  embracing 
bis  knees,  petitioning,  and  petitioning  in  vain,  for  life; 
of  interchanging  words  and  looks  with  a  nephew  on 
whom  he  was  inexorably  determined,  within  forty* 
eight  short  hours,  to  inflict  an  igTiominious  death. 

Pursuant  to  this  hard-hearted  arrangement,  Mon- 
mouth and  Grey,  on  the  very  day  of  their  arrival,  were 
brought  to  Whitehall,,  where  each  of  them  had  an 
interview  with  his  majesty.  James,  in  a  letter  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  dated  the  following  day,  gives  a 
short  account  of  both  these  interview's.  Motimouthn 
he  says,  betrayed  a  weakness,  which  did  not  become 
one  who  had  claimed  the  title  of  king ;  but  made  no 
discovery  of  consequence.  Grey  was  more  ino^enuous/ 
(but  it  is  not  certain  in  what  sense  his  majesty  uses  the 
term,  since  he  does  not  refer  to  any  discovery  made 
by  that  lord,)  and  never  once  begged  his  life.     Short 

'  Dslrymi^e'i  Memoirs,  vol.  il.  p.  184.— Fox's  Histoiy  of 
James  II.  p.  S59. 
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M  this  ac^oimt  it,  it  teems  tiie  ody  authentic  CMie  of 
those  ioterviewt. 

Biidiop  Kennet  relates,'  that  ^  this  unhappy  captive, 
by  the  inlercession  of  the  qiieeo  dowager,  wm  broaght 
to  the  king*8  presence,  aud  fell  presently  at  his  feet,  and 
confessed  he  deserved  to  die ;  bat  conjured  him,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  not  to  use  him  with  the  severity  of 
justice,  and  to  grant  him  a  life,  which  he  would  be 
crer  ready  to  sacrifice  for  his  service.    He  mentioned 
to  him  the  example  of  several  great  princes,  who  had 
yielded  to  the  impressions  of  clemency  on  the  like  occa* 
sionn,  and  who  had  never  afterwards  repented  of  tho$s 
aeCs  of  generosity  and  mercy ;  concluding  in  a  most 
pathetic  manner,  'Remember,  sir,  I  am  your  brother*! 
sota,  and  if  yon  take  my  life,  it  is  your  own  blood  that 
you  shed*.  The  king  asked  him  several  questions,  and 
made  him  sign  a  declaration,  that  his  fttther  told  Hm. 
he  was  never  married  to  his  mother;  and  Uieo  said^  he 
was  indeed  sorry  for  his  misfortunes,  but  bit  crime 
was  of  too  great  a  consequence  to  be  left  unpunished^ 
and  he  must  of  necessity  suffer  for  it.^  James*s  queen 
is  said  to  have  insulted  him  in  a  very  arrogant  and 
unmerciful  manner,  so  that,  when  the  duke  saw  there 
was  nothing  designed  by  this  interview,  but  to  sati^ 

'  Keonei'8  Uhtory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  452. — Echsrd*! 
History  of  England,  vol.  HI.  p.  771. — Fox's  History  of  James  II. 
p.  MO. 

*  It  was  Ihovght  to  be  veiy  mjiterlous  and  indeoent,  in  kiog 
Jamos,  lo  adnit  the  doke  into  liis  presence,  wben  he  was  not 
disposed  to  pardon  him ;  and  it  was  censured  aad  condemned  as  the 
breach  of  a  general  rule,  iariolably  observed  by  kings,  ^<  ne?er  to 
aUow  a  erimloal,  under  senlenoe  of  deadi,  tte  aigbt  of  his  prince's 
faee,wUbonta  design  lo  pardon  him/'— jy^fooMTfjreaiom^  p.  100^ 
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the  (pieeD's  rermge,  he  rose  up  from  bis  majesty^sfeet, 
with  a  new  atr  of  bravery,  and  was  carried  back  to  the 
Tower/' 

From  Whitehall,  Moomooth  was,  at  night,  carried 
to  the  Tower,  \vhere,  no  longer  uncertain  as  to  his  fate, 
he  seems  to  have  collected  his  mind,  and  to  have 
resumed  his  wonted  fortitude.  The  bill  of  attainder, 
that  had  lately  passed,  having  snperseded  the  necessity 
of  a  trial,  his  execution  was  fixed  for  the  next  day  but 
one  after  his  commitment.  This  interval  appeared 
too  short,  even  for  the  worldly  business,  which  he  wished 
to  transact,  and  he  wrote  again  to  the  king,  on  the  14th» 
desiring  some  short  respite,  which  was  peremptorily 
refused. 

Monmouth  was  very  sincere  in  bis  religions  profes- 
sions, and  it  is  probable,  that  a  great  portion  of  this 
sad  day  was  passed  in  devotion  and  religious  discourse 
with  the  two  prelates,  who  had  been  sent  by  his  ma^ 
jesty,  to  assist  bim  in  his  spiritual  concerns.  Turner^ 
bishop  of  Ely,  had  been  with  bim  early  in  the  morning, 
and  Ken,  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  was  sent,  upon 
the  refusal  of  a  respite,  to  prepare  him  for  the  stroke, 
which,  it  was  now  irrevocably  fixed,  he  should  suffer 
the  ensuing  day.  They  stayed  with  him  all  night,  and, 
in  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  were  joined  by  Dr» 
Hooper,  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  made  bishop 
of  Bath  and .  Wellfl^  and  by  Dr.  Tennison,  who  suc- 
ceeded Tillotson,  in  the  see  of  Canterbury.  This  last 
divine  is  said  to  have  been  most  acceptable  to  the  duke ; 
and  though  he  joined  the  others  in  some  harsh  expos- 
tulationsy'he  appears  to  have  done  his  duty  in  a  softer 
and  less  peremj^ry  manner.   Certain  it  is,  that  none 
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of  these  holy  men  seein  to  have  erred  oa  the  side  ol 
compassion  or  complaisance  to  their  illostrious penitent. 
Besides  endeavouring  to  convince  him  of  the  guilt  of 
his  connexion  with  his  beloved  lady  Harriet,  of  which 
he  could  never  be  brought  to  a  due  sense,  they  seem 
to  have  repeatedly  teased  him  with  controversy,  and 
to  have  been  far  more  solicitous  to  make  him  profess 
what  they  deemed  the  true  creed  of  the  church  of 
England,  than  to  soften  or  console  his  sorrows,  or  to 
help  him  to  that  composure  of  mind*  so  necessary  for 
his  situation.  He  declared  himself  to  be  a  member  of 
their  church;  but  they  denied  that  he  could  be  so,  unless 
he  thoroughly  believed  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedi« 
ence  and  non-resistance.  He  repented  generally  of 
his  sins,  and  especially  pf  his  late  enterprise ;  but  they 
insisted  that  he  must  repent  of  it  in  the  way  they 
prescribed  to  him,  that  he  must  own  it  to  have  been  a 
wicked  resistance  to  his  lawful  king,  and  a  detestable 
act  of  rebellion. 

EXECUTION  OF  MONMOUTH. 

At  ten  o'clock,  on  Wednesday  the  fifteenth.  Men- 
mouth  proceeded,  in  a  carriage  belonging  to  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  to  Tower-hill,  the  place 
destined  for  his  execution.  When  arrived  at  the  bar, 
which  had  been  put  up  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  oat 
the  multitude,  Monmouth  descended  from  the  carriage^ 
and  mounted  the  scaffold,  with  a  firm  step,  attended 
by  his  spiritual  assistants.  The  sheriflb  and  execu- 
tioners were  already  there.  The  concourse  of  spectators 
was  innumerable,  and,  if  we  are  to  credit  traditional 
accounts,  never  was  the  gener^  compassion  more 
affectingly  expressed.    The  tears^  sighsy  and  groans^ 
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which  the  {jrst  sight  of  this  heart-rending  spectacle 
produced,  were  soon  succeeded  by  an  iltiiversal  a|id 
awfcrl  silence,  a  respectful  attention,  and  affectionate 
anxiety  to  hear  every  syllable  that  should  pass  the  lip9 
of  the  sufferer.' 

The  following  particulars,  relating  to  this  affecting 
scene,  are  taken  from  a  very  scarce  pamphlet,  printed 
at  the  time  by  authority,^  and  are  here  given  t;eriaftm« 

"  The  late  duke  of  Monmouth  came  from  the  Tower 
to  the  scaflfold,  attended  by  the  bishop  of  Ely,  the 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Dr.  Tennison,  and  Dn 
Hooper,  which  four  the  king  was  graciously  pleased 
to  send  him,  as  his  assistants,  to  prepare  him  for  death ; 
and  the  late  duke  himself  intreated  all  four  of  them, 
to  accompany  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  to 
continne  with  him  to  the  last.  The  two  bishops,  going 
in  the  lieutenant^s  coach  with  him  to  the  bars,  made 
seasonable  and  devout  applications  to  him  all  the  way ; 
and  one  of  them  desired  him  not  to  be  surprised,  if 
they  to  the  very  last,  upon  the  scaffold,  renewed  those 
exhortations  to  a  particular  repentance,  which  they 
had  so  often  repeated. 

^  At  his  first  coming  upon  the  scaffold,  he  looked 
for  the  executioner,  and,  seeing  him,  said,  **  Is  this  the 
man  to  do  the  business?  Do  your  work  well." 

**  Then  the  late  duke  of  Monmouth  began  to  speak, 

*  It  was  said  that  a  bimre  old  officer,  who  came  over  with  him, 
and  afterwards  accompanied  the  prince  of  Orange,  offered,  with  a 
amall  party  of  horse,  to  Tentare  through  the  guards,  and  take  the 
doke  off  the  scaffold ;  but  they  could  not  be  got  together.<^^f. 
iern  Mwrtgrohgy^  p.  154.         - 

*  Reprinted  ia  lord  Somen's  Collection  of  TracU,  to).  L  p.  816. 
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iome  one  or  other  of  the  uriftaati^  doiuig  the  whek 
tine,  applyittg  themsdvee  to  him. 

Monmouth.  I  shall  say  but  very  little:  I  cosm 
to  die :  1  die  a  protestant  of  the  church  of  EnglaiidL 

Assistants,  flify  lord,  if  you  be  of  the  church  of 
■ogland,  yoa  must  acknowledge  the  doctrine  of  iVim- 
rmiskmce  to  be  true. 

M.  If  1  acknowledge  the  doctrine  of  the  chord 
of  England  in  general,  that  includes  alL 

A.  Sir,  it  is  fit  to  own  that  doctrine  particnhudy, 
with  respect  to  your  case. 

Here  he  wtt  mueli  orged  about  Aiut  doctrine  of  Non.reiist«BOty 
hM  he  repeatMl  in  eAct  hu  first  saawer.. 

Then  >he  begao^  at  if  ho  waa  about  to  awto  a  pwBMditrtoJ  iptodij 
la  this  manner. 

M.  1  have  had  a  scandal  raised  upon  me  abont  a 
woman,  a  lady  of  virtue  and  honour.  I  will  name  her, 
iks  ladff  Harriet  WeHtworth.  1  declare, that  she  isa 
very  virtuous  and  godly  woman*  1  have  committed 
no  sin  with  her  ;  and  that  which  bath  passed  betwixt 
Hi  was  very  honest  and  innocent  in  the  sight  of  GoD. 

A.  In  your  opinion,  perhaps,  sir,  as  you  have  been 
often  told— (i.  e.  in  the  Tower,)  but  this  is  not  fit 
Ascourse  in  this  place. 

Mr.  Sheriff  6o$ilm. — Sir,  were  you  ever  married 
to  her. 

M.    This  is  not  a  time  to  answer  that  question. 

JIf r.  Sheriff  GcetHn.  Sir,  I  hoped  to  have  heard 
of  your  repentance  for  the  treason  and  bloodshed, 
which  have  been  committed* 

M.    1  die  very  pepitent 

ill    My  lord,  it  b  fit  to  be  gmrtkiihrj  andf  eon- 


•idering  the  pMic  evil  ycwi  hare  cloiie«  yoa  ouglit  to 
do  as  much  good  now,  as  possibly  you  can,  by  apublie 
acknowledgikient. 

M.,  W  bat  I  have  thought  fit  to  say  of  pnbUe  aflairt, 
is  in  a  paper  which  I  have  signed — 1  refer  to  my  paper. 

A.  My  lofd,  there  is  nothing  in  that  paper  about 
resistance;  and  you  ought  to  be  particuiar  in  your 
repentance,  and  to  have  it  well  grounded.  God  give 
yoa  true  repentance. 

Jf.  I  die  very  penitent,  aad  die  with  great  cheer- 
fblness,  for  I  know  I  shall  go  to  God. 

4u  «  My  lord,  yoa  must  go  to  God  in  his  own  way. 
Sir,  be  sure  you  be  truly  penitent,  and  adc  forgiveness 
of  God  for  the  many  you  have  wronged. 

M.  1  am  sorry  for  every  one  I  have  wronged ; 
1  fofigi  ve  every  body :  I  have  had  many  enemies :  I  for* 
givie  them  all. 

A*  .  Sir,  yoiir  acknowledgment  ought  to  hepmUk 
and  particular. 

M.  I  am  to  die:  pray,  my  lord — I  refer  to  my 
paper. 

A.  They  are  but  a  few  words  that  we  desire:  wt 
only  desire  an  answer  to  this  point. 

SI.  I  can  bless  GoD,  that  he  hath  given  me  so 
much  grace,  that  for  these  two  years  last  past,  I  have 
led  a  life  unlike  to  my  formef  course^  and  in  whiek 
I  have  been  happy. 

A.  Sir,  was  there  no  ill  m  these  two  years  ?  In 
these  years,  these  great  evib  have  happeoed;  and  tlM 
giving  jpuftfic  satisfaction  is  a  necenary  part  ofrefpen^ 
tance  z^^be  pleased  to  own  a  detestaitieii  «f  yopr 
REBELLION. 
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M.  I  begf  your  lordship,  that  yoa  will  itidL  to  my 
paper. 

A.  My  lord,  as  I  said  before,  there  is  nothing  ia 
yoar  paper  about  the  doctrine  of  Abfi-renilaiiep. 

M.  I  repent  of  all  things  that  a  true  christian  oaght 
to  repent  of.     1  am  to  die.     Pray  my  lord — 

A.  Then,  my  lord,  we  can  only  recommend  yoa 
to  the  mercy  of  God  ;  bat  we  cannot  pray  with  that 
cheerfulness  and  encouragement,  as  we  should,  if  yoa 
had  made  a  particular  acknowledgment. 

M.  God  be  praised,  I  have  encouragement  enough 
in  myself:  1  die  with  a  dear  conscience:  I  have 
wronged  no  man. 

A.  How,  sir,  no  man !  Have  yon  not  been  guilty 
of  invastatit  and  of  much  Uoodf  which  has  been  shed; 
and  It  may  be,  the  loss  of  maiiy  soulSf  who  followed 
you  ?   You  must  needs  have  wronged  a  great  many. 

M»    I  do^  sir,  own  that,  and  am  sorry  for  it. 

A.    Give  it  the  true  name,  sir,  and  call  it  rdMSon. 

Mm  What  name  you  please  sir.  I  am  sorry  for 
invading  the  kingdom ;  for  the  blood  that  has  been  shed; 
and  for  the  souls  which  may  have  been  lost  by  my 
means.   I  am  sorry  it  ever  happened.    [This  he  spoke 

JUr.  Sher^  VandqnU  [to  some  that  stood  at  a 
distottce.]  He  says,  he  is  very  sorry  for  invading  the 
kingdom. 

A,  We  have  nothing  to  add,  but  to  renew  the 
frequent  exhortations  we  have  made  to  yon,  to  g^ve 
some  satisfaction  for  the  jpuMtc  injuries  to  the  kingdom. 
There  have  been  a  great  many  lives  lost  by  this  rtm^ 
tance  of  your  Lawful  Puncs. 
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JIf.  What  I  haye  done  bus  been  very  ill;  and  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart  it  had  never  been.  I  never  was  a 
man  that  delighted  in  blood :  I  was  very  far  from  it : 
1  was  cautions  iii  that  as  any  man  was.  The  Almighty 
knows  how  I  now  die,  with  all  the  joyfulness  in  the 
world. 

A.  God  grant  you  may,  sir!  Gob  give  you  true 
repentance  ! 

M.  If  I  had  not  true  repentance,  I  should  not  so 
easily  have  been  without  the  fear  of  dying.  I  shall 
die  like  a  lamb. 

A.    Much  may  come  from  natural  courage. 

M.  I  do  not  attribute  it  to  my  own  nature,  for  I 
am  fearful  as  other  men  are ;  but  I  have  now  no  fear,  as 
you  may  see  by  my  face ;  but  there  is  something  within 
me  which  does  it,  for  I  am  sure  I  shall  go  to  Gob» 

A.    My  lord,  be  sure  upon  good  grounds.  Do  you 
repent  you  of  all  your  sins,  knonm  or  unknonm,  can' 
Jessed  or  not  confessed  ;  of  all  the  sins  which  might 
proceed  from  error  in  judgment  ? 

M.     In  general  for  all,  I  do  with  all  my  soul. 

A.  Gob  Ai.mi6HTY  of  his  infinite  mercy  forgive 
you !  Here  are  great  numbers  of  spectators :  here  are 
the  sheriffs;  they  represent  the  great  dty;  and  in  speak* 
ing  to  tliem,  you  speak  to  the  whole  city.  Make  some 
satisfaction  by  owning  your  crime  before  them.  [He 
was  silent  here.^ 

Then  all  went  to  lolemn  commendatory  prayers,  which  continued 
for  a  good  space;  the  late  dnka  of  Monmouth  and  the  company 
kneeling)  and  joining  in  them  with  great  ferrency. 

Prayecs  being  ended,  before  he,  and  the  four  who  assisted  him^ 
were  Hsen  from  their  knees,  he  was  again  earnestly  exhorted  to  a 
irite  and  thorough  repeuChnce. 

K  k  '  < 
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After  they  were  risen  Qp,  he  was  exhorted  to  pfay 
ipt  the  kiog;  and  was  aaked*  whether  he  did  aot  desife 
to  send  some  dutiful  message  to  hi»  UlAjMsnY^  and 
to  recommend  his  wift  and  MUbtH  to  his  auije0tjf*s 
(avoor. 

3f.  What  harm  hare  lAey  done?  Do  it,  if  yoa  please. 
1  pray  for  Attn,  and  for  alt  men. 

[Then  ihe  versicles  were  repeated.] 

A.    O  Lord,  shew  thy  mercy  upon  us ! 

3f.  [He  made  the  respofise.]  And  graal  ua  thy 
salvation ! 

A.  [It  followed.]  0  liord,  save  the  king! 

M.  And  mercifully  hear  o%  when  we  call,  open  thee ! 

A.  Sir,  do  yon  not  pray  for  the  KiMe.  witli  us  ? 

[The  versicJe  wae  again  repeated^]  O  Loidr  save 
the  king! 

M^    [After  some  pause,  he  aaswered,}  Amen  ! 
Then  Im  spolM  to  i\m  esscvtioaeF,  coaceraisg  Us  nndretMH^ 
ftc«  And  he  would  Imto  bo  cap,  frc  sod  at  As  be^naing  of  kii 
undressiDg,  it  was  said  to  bim  on  this  nanner : 

A.  My  lord,  you  have  been  bred  a  soldier :  you 
will  do  A  generoosy  christian  thing,  if  yoo  please  to  go 
to  the  rail,  and  speak  to  the  scrfdiers;  and  say,  that 
here  you  stand,  a  sad  example  of  rebellion,  and  entreat 
them  and  the  people  to  be  loyal  and  obedient  to  the 
king* 

M.  I  have  said  I  will  make  no  ^peBches^  I  wSl 
make  no  speeches :  /  oomm  to  die. 

A^    My  lord,  ten  words  will  be  enough, 

Mf  Then  calling  his  servant,  and  giving  him  some- 
thing like  a  toothpick-case,  Here,  (said  he,)  give  this 
to  the  person  to  whom  you  an  to  deliver  the  other 
tiungs. 
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M.  (TotheeMOithner.)  Here  are  six  goiDeas 
for  yoa :  pray  do  year  basioess  well :  do  not  serve  me 
as  yon  did  my  lord  Rossel.  1  have  heard  yoa  struck 
him  three  or  foar  times.  Here,  (to  his  servantt)  take 
th&ie  remaining  guineas,  and  give  them  to  him,  if  he 
does  hie  work  well. 

Executioner.    I  hope  I  shall. 

M.  If  you  strike  me  twice,  I  cannot  promise  you 
not  to  stir. 

Oaring  ys  aadresaiog,  sad  tlandiiig  tewsrds  the  Mock,  then 
were  nsed  by  those  who  aMbted  him  di? ers  ^acnlations  proper  at 
that  time^  aad  much  of  the  61st  Psalm  was  repeated,  and  particiu 
iarly,  <<  Delifer  me  from  blood-gutkiness,  O  God,  thoo  God,''  &c. 

Then  he  lay  down,  and  soon  after  he  raised  himselt 
upon  his  elbow,  and  said  to  the  executioner,  *'  Prithee, 
let  me  feel  the  axe  :*'  (he  felt  the  edge,  and  said,)  ^  I 
fear  it  is  not  sharp  enough/' 

Exectitianer.  It  is  sharp  enough,  and  heavy  enough. 

Then  he  lay  down  again. 

During  this  space,  many  pious  ejaculations  were 
used  by  those  that  assisted  him,  with  great  fervency, 
ex.  gr.  God  accept  your  repentance !  6oD  accept 
your  repentance!  God  accept  your  IsfVERFEGT 
repentance !  My  lord,  GoD  accept  your  Gbnbrai. 
repentance!  God  Auiightt  shew  his  Omnipotbkt 
mercy  upon  you !  Father,  into  thy  hands  we  com* 
mend  his  spirit,  &c.  Lord  Jesus,  receive  his  sool ! 

Then  the  executioner  proceeded  to  do  his  office.* 

'  <<  Bat  Qoder  suefa  dbtraction  of  mind,  that  he  fell  into  the  very 
error,  which  the  duke  bad  so  earnestly  cantioned  him  to  avoid; 
wotindiog  him  at  fint  so  slightly,  Uiat  he  lifted  dp  his  head,  and 
looked  hfaa  In  the  fkce,  as  if  to  uptiaid  hkn,  for  making  his  dea* 
faiaM;lmt«dd  nothing.    HetlMpi«itnrtMlhimidragaia|an< 
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This  is  a  true  accoant    WHoeas  our  liands, 
Francis,  Ely.  Thomas  Tennison^ 

Thomas,  Bath  and  Wells.       George  Hooper. 

William  Gosllin,  J  gj^^^gj^ 
Peter  Yandepot,  > 
A  copy  of  the  paper,  to  which  the  late  doke  of 
Monmouth  referred  himself  in  the  discoarses  hdd 
upon  the  scafibld. 

^  I  declare,  that  the  title  of  king  was  forced  npoa 
me;  and  that  it  was  very  mnch  contrary  to  my  opinion, 
when  I  was  proclaimed.  For  the  satisfaction  of  the 
world,  I  do  declare,  that  the  late  king  told  me,  he  was 
never  married  to  my  mother.  Having  declared  this, 
I  hope  that  the  king,  who  is  now,  will  not  let  my  diil- 
dren  suffer  on  this  accoant.  And  to  this  I  pat  my 
hand  this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  I6H5. 

«  MONMOUTH.'' 
**  Declared  by  himself,  and  signed  in  the  presence 
of  OS, 

'<  Francis,  Ely.  Thomas  Tennison* 

'<  Thomas,  Bath  and  Wells.     George  UooperJ 
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received  two  other  inelTectual  blows ;  upon  which  the  eiecotioaer 
threw  down  his  axe,  in  a  fit  of  horror,  crying  out,  he  couU  n^i 
JInish  ki$  work  ;  but  on  being  brought  to  himself  by  the  threats  of 
the  sheriffs,  took  up  the  fataf  weapon  again,  and  at  two  other  strokea, 
made  a  shift  to  separate  the  head  fr^m  the  body.'*-*llm«9  of  ike 
Reigm  of  Charies  and  Jame»^  p.  885. 

*  As  this  sheet  was  going  to  press,  the  Rey.  H.  Bower,  Ticar  of 
Taantdn  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  favoured  the  editor  with  the  origtaal 
•oarce  pamphlet,  printed  in  folio,  in  four  ptges.  The  title  is,  ^^  Aa 
Aeronnt  of  what  passed  at  the  Ezecntion  of  the  late  Dake  ot  Mob* 
■wath,  on  Wednesday  the  ll^th  of  Jnly,  1085,  on  Tower.HilJ. 
Together  with  a  papsr  signed  by  himsdf  that  Morning  ia  the  Tower, 
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The  head  beio^  taken  off,  the  accomplices  were 
pursued  with  severity.  For,  whereas  **  wise  and  good 
priocesy*'  it  has  been  well  observed,  **  content  them*- 
selves,  on  such  occasions,  with  punishing  the  ringleaders, 
and  some  few  adherents,  now^  by  a  barbarity  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  the  reigns  of  Nero,  Caligula,  or  the 
most  celebrated  tyrants,  not  only  those  who  had  been 
actually  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  but  even  those 
who  had  any  way  assisted,  or  so*  much  as  harboured 
them,  whether  they  could  help  it  or  not,  were  equally 
involved  in  the  crime  of  his  insurrection/' ' 

The  lord  chief  justice  Jeffreys,  with  four  other  judges^ 
and  a  body  of  troops  commanded  by  colonel  Kirke, 
was  sent  into  the  west,  with  a  special  commission,  to 
try  aH,  who  had,  in  any  degreercountenaneed  or  aided 
the  duke  of  IMLonmouth  and  his  followers.  He  set  out, 
on  his  cruel  mission,  the  latter  end  of  August ;  <^  when 
he  breathed  death,"  as  the  historit^n  expresses  it,  ^^  like 
a  destroying  angel,  and  sanguined  his  very  ermines  with 
blood/' 

He  opened  his  commission  at  Winchester;  where 
the  lady  Lisle,  for  concealing  Mn  Hickes^  a  non- 
eon  fonnist  minister,  and  Mr.  Nelthorp,  was  arraigned 
for  high-treason.  In  vain  did  the  aged  prisoner  plead 
that  these  persons  had  been  put  into  no  proclamatiiin; 

ia  the  Presence  of  the  Lords  Bishops  of  Ely,  and  Bath  and  Wells, 
Pr.  Teonison,  and  Dr.  Hooper.  And  also  the  Copy  of  his  Letter 
to  his  Majesty  after  he  was  takeo,  dated  at  Kingwood,  in  Hantshire^ 
the  8th  of  Joly.  London,  Printed  for  Robert  HornO)  John  Baker^ 
and  Benjamin  Took,  1686* 
'  History  of  William  IIL  toL  L  p.  161. 
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had  been  convicted  by  no  verdict ;  and  that  no  man 
coald  be  denominated  a  traitor,  till  the  sentence  of  some 
legal  court  wuh  paasecJ  upon  biui :  -that  it  appeared  not 
by  any  proof,  that  she  was  so  mnch  as  acquainted  with 
the  guilt  ot*  the  persons,  or  had  even  heard  of  their 
joining  in  the  rebellion  of  Monmouth :  that,  though 
she  might  be  obnoxious  on  account  of  her  family,  it 
vras  well  known,  that  her  heart  was  ever  loyal,  and  that 
no  person  in  England  had  shed  more  tears  for  the  tragi* 
cal  event,  in  which  her  husband  had  unfortunately  borne 
too  large  a  share:  and  that  the  same  principles^ 
which  she  herself  had  ever  embraced,  she  had  carefofly 
instilled  into  her  son,  and  had  at  that  very  time  sent 
him  to  fight  against  those  very  rebels»  whom  she  was 
now  accused  of  harbouring.  Although  the  jury  twice 
brought  her  in  not  guiUj/^  the  menaces  of  the  jodge 
terrified  them  into  an  alteration  of  theirverdict,and the 
tiiird  time  they  pronounced  her  guiih/.  JefiTreys  sen- 
tenced her  to  be  burned;  and  the  only  favour  that  could 
be  obtained  was,  that  she  should  be  beheadedt  which 
was  carried  into  execution  on  the  2d  of  September, 

*  The  lady  Lblei  or  more  properly  Mrs.  Alicis  lisle,  vas  As 
widow  of  Joho  Lisle,  eaq.  one  i^f  th^  regicides^  wbo  had  eajojad 
^reat  fsTOur  and  authority  onder  Cromwell^  haYing  been  one  of  Ua 
lords,  (whence  the  title  of  lady  which  Mrs.  Lisle  enjoyed,)  and 
president  of  the  high  court  of  justice,  and  who,  having  fled  after  the 
restoration  to  Lausanne,  in  Switserland,  was  there  assassinated  bj 
three  Irish  ruffians.  Jeffreys,  who  had  preriousljr  resolYed  to 
make  a  sacrifice  of  this  lady,  had  obtained  of  James  II.  a  promise 
that  he  would  not  pardon  her ;  which  the  king  owned  to  the  earl  of 
Feversham,  when  he,  upon  the  offer  of  one  thousand  pounds,  if  be 
could  obtain  her  pardon^  went  and  b^ged  it.  Jeffreys  affirmed 
to  the  jury^  urow  Hie  honovaI  (wwmirum  kamrnkm^J  that 
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From  Winchester  Jeffreys  proceeded  to  St^ltsbttry. 
The  prisoners  that  had  been  taisen  up  in  different  part9 
of  the  country,  and  thrown  into  that  gnol,  with  those 
brooffht  from  Winchester,  were  by  order  removed  to 
Dorchester,  at  which  place  the  judge  arrived  on 
Thursday  September  the  third.  After  an  excellent 
aermon,  on  Friday  mornin^t  incalcating*  mercy,  at 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  prayers,  the  chief  justice  waa 
seen  to  laugh,  he  repaired  to  the  court,  which,  by  hia 
direction,  was  hung  with  red  cloth.  Having  delivered 
a  charge,  fraught  with  severe  sentiments,  and  pro« 
nounced  with  passionate  vehemence,  he  adjourned  until 
eight  o'clock  the  nest  morning,  and  a  bill  was  fbund 
against  thirty  persons.  They  pot  themselves  on  their 
trials,  notwithstanding  his  lordship's  threatening, 
''  that  if  atiy  did  put  themselves  on  trial,  and  th^ 
country  found  them  guilty,  they  should  have  but  little 

Hiekes  and  Nelthorpe  bad  confessed  thej  had  been  with  the  duke 
of  Monmouth.  This  waa  to  tarn  witness  against  her,  after  which 
be  ought  not  to  have  sat  as  judge  in  the  business  ;  yet  he  charged 
the  jury,  in  a  most  violent  manner^  to  brfaig  her  in  guUty.  ThO 
audience  were  greatly  affected  with  such  anusnal  behaYioor  in  a 
jadge ;  only  the  person  most  conoeroed,  the  lady  herself,  who  was 
than  upwards  of  serenty,  was  so  little  moved,  that  she  fell  asleep. 
The  jury  brought  her  in  not  guiliy^  but  the  execrable  JeflTreys, 
in  great  fury,  sent  them  out  again ;  yet  they  brought  her  in,  a  second 
time,  not  guili^.  Jeffreys  now  seemed  as  if  in  a  transport  of  rage, 
threatening  them  with  an  attaint  of  treason*  Thns^  overcome  with 
fcary  they  at  the  third  time  brought  her  in  guiUy.  She  died  exprtts* 
lag  great  joy falnesi  that  site  suffered  for  an  act  of  charity  add  piety» 
Her  remains  were  deposited  in  Etlingham  church.yard|  near  Ring* 
wood,  in  Hants. — Hum^$  HUtory  of  England^  vol.  viii.  p.  ^34.— > 
OldmixonU  Hiii.  of  the  Siuarts^  p.  IM.^Topographer^  toL  iv. 
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tiofee  to  live/'  At  the  flame  timei  he  iiudiittatod,  ''  Ait 
it  were  better  to  ple^d  gruilty^  if  they  expected  9BJ 
favour/'  Tweoty-nioe  were  found  guilty.  They  were 
all  immediately  coodemned^  and  no  iutercesaioa  or 
influence  could  procure  even  a  respite  of  the  execntioa, 
which,  with  respect  to  thirteen,  waa  fixed  for  the 
Monday  following,  when  they  accordingly  suffered  at 
Dorchester.  Among  these  were  Mr.  George  Stewart, 
of  Coly ton ;  Mr.  Joseph  Speed,  of  the  same  place,  a 
person  of  unblemished  reputation;  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Chardstock,  who,  having  some  militia-niouey  in  his 
hands,  had  been  compelled  to  deliver  it  to  a  party  of 
the  duke  of  Monmouth's  men  ;  and  Mr.  Bragg,  a 
gentleman  of  an  ancient  family,  and  an  attorney  at 
Chardstock,  who  had,  reluctantly,  been  constrained, as 
he  was  returning  home  from  holding  a  court,  to  direct 
some  of  the  duke's  men  to  the  house  of  a  Romaa 
catholic,  where  they  expected  to  meet  with  some  arms. 

This  harsh  proceeding  was  intended  to  shorten  the 
business,  and  to  tempt  others  to  a  confession,  without 
which,  not  a  tenth  part  of  them  could  have  been  proved 
guilty.  To  entrap  the  ignorant  and  the  unwary,  two 
officers  were  sent  to  the  gaol,  to  call  o^'er  the  names  of 
the  prisoners,  with  a  promise  of  mercy,  if  they  confessed, 
which  many  did ;  but  this  step  was  so  artfully  managed, 
that  the  officers  themselves,  if  they  pleaded  not  guilty^ 
were  to  ground  an  evidence  against  them,  on  their  own 
confessions.  The  remainder,  except  a  very  few^  wwe 
thus  disposed  to  plead  guiUy.  This  manoeuvre  put  an 
end  to  the  trials. 

In  this  concise  way,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
were  at  once  sentenced  to  death,  about  eighty  of  whom 
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were  executed.  One  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence,  by  an 
application  to  the  judge's  favourites,  purchased  lus 
life*;  but  was  obliged  to  pay  down  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  to  give  a  bond  for  two  hundred  pounds 
more;  though  the  only  charge  that  lay  against  him 
was,  that  be  had  recovered  but  one  horse  out  of  three, 
which  a  party  of  the  duke's  men  had  taken  out  of  a 
bam  belonging  to  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Lyme,  of 
which  he  was  the  steward. 

From  Dorcherter  the  chief  justice  went  to  Exeter; 
where  two  hundred  and  forty-three  persons  were  in 
custody  for  assisting  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  One  of 
them,  Mr.  Fourakers,  pleading  not  guilty^  on  the  jury 
finding  a  verdict  against  him,  was  immediately  sen-* 
tenced  and  executed,  to  terrify  the  rest,  who  all 
pleaded  guilty.  They  were  all  condemned,  but  nO| 
so  great  a  proportion  suffered  as  in  Dorsetshire. 

Taunton  was  the  next  theatre  of  his  rage  and 
cruelty ;  where  he  opened  his  oommission  with  a 
charge  full  of  sharp  invectives.  In  this  town,  and  at 
Wells,  were  more  than  five  hundred  prisoners.  On 
the  next  morning  the  assizes  begfan ;  when  some  put 
themselves  on  their  trial,  and  were  found  guilty,  of 
which  number  was  Mr.  Simon  Hamlin,  a  man  of 
exemplary  and  respectable  character.  He  lived  several 
miles  from  the  town,  and,  on  hearing  that  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  was  there,  went  into  Taunton,  to  advise 
and  urge  his  son^  who  resided  there,  not  to  take  a 
part;  and  was  there  again  on  business  on  the  follow- 
ing market-day  :  being  a  dissenter  he  fell  under 
aospidon.  The  mayor  favoured  the  prosecution^ 
and,  on  the  evidence  of  two  profligate  meOi  he  waa 
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convicted.  The  mayor  atteiDpCed»  afterwardsy  to  save 
Im  life,  declariog  to  the  jodge«  that  he  had  coBumitted 
him  by  mistake ;  to  which  Jeffireys  replied,  ^  Yoii 
have  bruQ(|^ht  him  on :  if  he  be  iDDOcent^  his  blood  be 
upon  you."  This  first  cruelty  induced  the  rest  to 
plead  ffuiiijfp  in  hopes  of  favour;  though  the  only 
favour  granted  was  a  respite  for  a  few  days,  which 
those  that  pleaded  not  j/uUfy  could  not  obtain. 

The  same  expeditious  process,  the  same  seva« 
charges  to  the  gentlemeo,  the  same  menaces  to  juries^ 
were  used  at  Wells,  as  at  other  places.  In  the  whole  of 
his  circuit  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  were  executed. 
At  Axbridge,  six  suffered;  at  Bath,  six;  at  Bridge 
water,  nine ;  at  Brnton,  three ;  at  Chard,  twelve ;  at 
Castle-cary,  three ;  at  Crewkerne,  ten  ;  at  Chewton-* 
Mendip,  two;  at  Dorchester,  thirteen ;  at  Cothelestoo, 
two;  at  Dunster,  three;  at  Dulverton,  three;  at  Frome, 
twelve;  at  Glastonbury,  six;  at  Ilchester,  twelve;  at 
Ilmioster,  twelve;  at  Keynsham,  eleven;  at  Langport, 
three;  at  Lyme,  twelve;  at  Minehead,  six ;  at  Mil- 
borne-Port,  two ;  at  Nether«Stowey,  three ;  at  Pens- 
ford,  twelve ;  at  Philip's-Norton,  twelve ;  at  Porlock, 
two;  at  Redcliff-Hill,  Bristol,  six;  at  Sbepton-Malet, 
thirteen;  at  Somerton,  seven;  at  Soutb-Petherton, 
three ;  at  Stoke-Cdorcy,  two ;  at  8togumber,  three ; 
at  Taonton,  nineteen ;  at  Wincanton,  six ;  at  Wel- 
lington, three;  at  Wells,  eight;  at  Wiveliseombe, 
three;  at  Wrington,  three;  and  at  YeoviK  eig^. 
Thus  death,  in  its  most  terrifying  forms,  was  exhibftecl 
in  every  quarter;  and  the  country  overflk»wed  with 
blood.  Every  part  of  it  shewed  spectacles,  at  which 
decency  blushed,  and  humanity  shuddbred.  The  ntea 


of  foneml  were  denied  to  those  who  suffered ;  the 
lioaMs  and  steeples  were  covered  with  their  head?; 
and  the  trees  laden  almost  as  thick  with  quarters,  as 
with  leaves.  The  eye  was  every  where  shocked  with 
the  sig'ht  of  carcases ;  and  the  bleeding  hearts  of  the 
relatives  were  again  wonnded  with  the  view  of  a 
parent's*  a  son's,  or  a  brother's  limbs. 

Nnmbers,  condemned  to  die,  were  afterwards  delt« 
vered  over  to  certain  gentlemen,  ibr  transportation : 
as,  to  sir  Philip  Howard,  two  hundred ;  to  sir  William 
Booth,  two  hundred ;  to  sir  William  Stapleton,  one 
hundred ;  to  sir  Christopher  Musgrave,  one  hundred ; 
to  Jerome  Nipho,  esq.  one  hundred ;  to  captain  John 
Price,  fifty  ;  and,  besides  these,  to  the  queen's  order, 
one  hundred.  In  all,  eight  hundred  and  fifty.  About 
m  of  these  were  after  cvards  pardoned,  and  others  were 
transported  in  their  stead.  A  considerable  number 
were  continued  in  gaol ;  many  were  fined ;  and  many 
of  those,  who  were  pardoned  or  discharged,  owed  their 
preservation,  not  to  the  equity  and  mercy,  but  to  the 
avarice  of  their  judge.  For  pardons  were  not  granted 
according  to  the  innocence,  but  sold  according  to 
the  wealth  of  the  suitor ;  different  sums,  from  ten  pounds 
to  fourteen  thousand  guineas,  being  the  purchase  of 
them. 

Of  those  who  escaped  execution,  or  transportation, 
twenty  were  condemned,  but  their  names  omitted  in 
the  warrant  for  execution ;  fifty- two  received  sentence, 
but  Were  kept  in  gaol  till  further  orders ;  seventy -five 
were  recommended  to  his  majesty's  mercy  ;  fifty -three 
obtained  pardon,  by  surrendering  within  four  days  after 
the  proclamation ;  thirty-fiye  were  fined  or  whqrped^l 
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fifteen  diachargedy  and  sixteen  kept  in  ciiitad^,  fer 
want  of  evidence ;  and  one  hundred  and  forty-tw« 
were  admitted  to  ImuL  Thus  four  hundred  and  eight, 
who  were  restored  to  their  friends  and  to  society,  were 
exposed  to  the  risk  of  a  trial»  before  a  rash  and  unjuet 
court,  and  suffered  the  terrors  and  distresses  of  a  pro* 
secotiou.  The  usage  they  received  in  prison  was 
barbarous*  The  gpaolers  tvere  compdled  to  shew  them 
to  every  little  fellow  in  authority,  so  tbi|t  they  were 
daily  insulted ;  exorbitant  charges  were  made  ibr  every 
thing  they  had;  their  relations  were  not  allowed  access 
to  them,  even  in  time  of  sickness ;  and  many  died,  for 
want  of  assistance,  of  a  pestilential  distemper. 

Where  it  wa^  allowed,  that  the  conduct  did  not 
justify  a  capital  sentence,  severe  whippings  were  in* 
flicted.  Mr.  Staple,  of  Thorncomh^,  in.  Devonshire, 
a  man  of  substance,  and  much  beloved^  suffered  under 
a  sentence  of  this  kind,  to  a  degree,  that  called  out  the 
pity  of  many.  Mrs.  Brown,  of  Lyme,  for  saying,  in 
jest,  to  an  officer,  <<  I  will  pay  my  excise  to  king 
Monmouth,**  was  found  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
whipped  in  several  market-towns.  A  poor  lad,  of 
Weymouth,  about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  who  had 
taken  down,  and  read  to  the  people,  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth's declaration,  which,  in  the  night,  had  been 
fixed  up  in  the  town,  was  tried  for  it ;  and  punished 
in  this  mode,  till  the  flesh  of  his  back  was  cut  with  the 
lashes,  and  his  life  was  in  great  danger/ 

But  the  most  affecting  instance  of  the  severity,  with 
which  this  mode  of  punishment  was  appointed,  wa^ 

*  Weitern  Msrtjrvologyy  p.  iSOj  tod  p.  188, 189 ;  sad  Loeks^ 
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•florded  by  the  case  of  Mr.  Tdtchin,  a  yoang  gentle- 
naM  of . Hampshire,  engaged  in. the  dake  of  Mon* 
moath^s  interest,  and  who  was  committed  to  prison 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Thomas  Pitts.     Under 
this  name  he  was  tried,  and,  no  person  appearing  as 
ieyidenee  against  him,  was  acquitted  of  rebellion.  Bat 
Jeffreys,  before  he  was  discharged  from  prison,  having 
discovered  his  trae  name,  resolved  to  revenge  the 
deception,  saying,  **  he  was  never  so  far  outwitted  by 
an  old  or  young  rogue  in  his  life."  He  first  triled  to 
draw  from  the  young  gentleman,  by  an  examination^ 
and  by  the  management  of  the  gaoler,  confessions  that 
might  convict  himself,  and  information  that  might 
impeach  some    gentlemen   in   Hampshire.      Being 
defeated  herein  by  the  caution  and  reserve  of  Mr. 
Tutchin,  he  summoned  him  to  the  hall  again ;  but  not 
choosing  to  indict  him  for  rebellion,  he  passed  on  him^ 
for  changing  his  name,  the  following  sentence:  '^  That 
he  should  remain  in  prison  during  the  space  of  seven 
years ;  that  once  every  year  he  should  be  whipped 
through  all  the  market  towns  in  Dorsetshire ;  that  he 
should  pay  a  fine  of  cue  hundred  marks  to  the  king ; 
and  find  security  for  his  good  behaviour  during  life." 
At  this  sentence  the  ladies  in  the  court  burst  into 
tears  ;  which  Jefireys  observing,  turned  to  them,  and 
said,  <'  Ladies,  if  you  did  but  know  what  a  villain  this  is^ 
as  well  as  I  do,  you  would  say,  that  this  sentence  is  not 
half  bad  enough  fur  himt"    The  clerk  of  the  arraigns 
observed  to  his  lordship,  **  that  as  there  were  a  great 
many  market  towns  in  the  county,  the  sentence  reached 
to  a  whipping  abont  once  a  fortnight ;  and  Mr.  Tutchin 
was  a  very  young  man/'-^'*  Aye,"  said  JeflTreys,  <*he 
H  a  very  young  maui  but  an  old  rogue;  and  all  the 


interest  m  EnghoA  sh^'o't  reirerie  tlie  iMtoiioe  I  hmn 
fMsaed  ON  him/*  Mr.  Tutchin  drew  op  a  petition  to 
the  ktn^r,  reque«ilin|f  m  a  fiivour  that  he  mi^ht  be  hangwl 
with  bifii  feUow  prinonerBy  rather  tbao  midergo  this  derere 
eantence.  The  kiag,  as  welt  as  the  co«ri«  was  sensiMe 
•f  its  barbaroos  force ;  bat  all  the  answer  which  coeU 
be  obtained  was^  *•  that  Mr.  Tatchin  must  wait  witk 
patience/*  Upon  this  he  endesreored  to  pnrchase 
a  pardon;  hot  Jeffreys  would  not  bear  his  naoM 
mentioned/   A  day  or  twa  brfore  the  execntion  of  Iha 

'  The  Rf!?.  Mark  Noble,  in  his  Continaation  of  Graager^s  Bio. 
grftphical  History,  (toL  ii.  p.  31 1.)  thus  speaks  of  diis  genlleiiiaB : 

««  JoliB  Tatchitt,  esq.  a  potalant  political  wriler,  proaaoled  i» 
vabelUon  of  Mosoioatli  by  his  pabllealions.    He  was  everj  way 
ceatemptlble ;  yet  coaaidMcd  blmsaif,  at  the  rerolatioB,  act  onlj  a 
persecuted  |)atriot,  but  a  gaiiius  wortliy  to  celebrate  and  protect  tibe 
8acrt>d  name  of  libf^rty  ;  and,  not  deterred  by  former  sufferings,  tbe 
potitldl  mania  contiiined  upon  him  in  great  strength.     He  had 
printed  in  his  <*  Observator,'*  for  170S,  certain  rellectiona,  wUA 
were  ao  obnoxtons  to  the  ministry,  that  a  pn>clan»tlcin  fifaa  iaanedy 
0ieri«g  one  hundred  pounds  for  apprehending  him.  TntchinntteaspC 
ed  poetry,  as  well  as  prose,  and  pnblislied  his  <*  Poems,*'  in  1685. 
He  betiides  affectf  d  dramatic  writing ;  and,  as  a  specimen,  published 
<<  The  Unfortunate  Shepherd ;"  upon  which  Granger  remarks,  Ihal 
he  was  not  more  unfortunate  when  he  was  whipped,  than  whoa  he 
produced  this  drama,  lor  his  genlns  did  not  soar  liigher  tliaa  waa 
necessary  for  a  woeful  baliad.    Hb  «<  Foreigners,"  pnbliahed  la  dm 
reign  of  William  III.  produced  the  <«Tme.bom  Englishnaus  ;'*  and 
his  other  writings,  in  that  of  queen  Anne,  contributed  to  cliange  the 
ministry.     The  liangman  did  justice  on  some  of  his  pnper  misdeeds 
in  Dublin ;  and  some  persons  in  England,  offended  by  his  sennffify, 
took  so  severe  a  personal  rengeance  on  Idm,  that  be  died  in  eonsa* 
fvasce,  November  99, 1707,  a^d  44." 

Pope  has  immortailied  him  in  tiie  Dnnciad  ^— 

««  Careless  on  high,  stood,  onabash'd,  Oe  Foe, 
And  TcTCBiv,  flagrant  from  the  scourge,  betow,'' 
Th6r6  is  a  portrait  of  Mr.  TntddOi  «iigmTed  by  tander  Godtf, 
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senteDce^  he  was  attacked  with  the  small  pox,  to  a 
8e?e(e  d^ree,  aad  lay  by  hinself,  in  this  eondition, 
without  an;  help^  but  from  his  fellow-prisoners ;  he* 
cause  no  one  was  allowed  to  have  aay  Gommunieation 
with  the  gaol»  where  some  scores  died»  every  week,  of 
a  pestilential  disorder.  While  be  was  lying  in  this 
miserable  condition,  and  bis  life  despaired  of,  the 
judge  waa  brought  over  to  reverse  his  sentence.' 

It  is  not  possible  to  conceive  the  misery  and  desok^ 
tioBf  which  these  proceediogs  ^read  through  the 
country ;  which,  '<  with  the  besom  of  his  cruelties," 
this  man,  who,  aa  bishop  Burnet  expresseth  it,  was 
perpetually  drunk,  or  in  a  rage,  more  like  a  fury  than 
a  judge,  swept  a  way  before  him,  and  depopulated, 
instead  of  punished.  *'  Young  and  old  were  hanged 
by  clusters,  as  if  the  chief  justice  had  designed  to  raise 
tbe  price  of  halters^;  iiftmilies  were  extirpated ;  and,  on 
bare  suspicion,  a  great  number  were  transported  beyond 
sea,  and  sold  for  slaves^  and  the  purchase  money  givea 
awafy  to  papists.***  England  nerer  saw  such  sceiiea 
of  violence,  rage,  and  cruelty,  under  the  form  of  law. 
Lord  Stawel,  though  a  tory,  was  so  shocked  at  tha 
measures  of  Jeffreys,  that  he  refused  to  see  him«  To 
resent  this  affront,  the  judge  coomianded,  that  cokael 
Bovet,  a  gentleman  of  Taunton,  should  be  exeeoted 
at  Cotheleston,  where  lord  Stawel  then  resided.' 

■  Wistani  Martyrolsgy,  p.  tM—^nT.  After  Ods,  Mr.  TatcUa 
vWtodtechfaf  justiasia  (ha  tower. 

*  Waitem  Hartfrology,  p*  IM,  aadSeenttHMoryof  tteRcigas 
afClarlsi  II.  sad  Janes  U.  p.  IM. 

<  Ladbi^sW«ftaraIUlMUo% p.  ^ setoff. 
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SUFFERERS  AT   TAUNTON. 

In  a  history  of  Taunton,  it  may  be  properly  expected^ 

that,  besides  taking  this  general  view  of  the  proceediogs 

of  the  chief  justice,  some  particular  notice  shoald  be 

paid  to  the  memory  of  those,  who  suffered  in  this  town. 

The  HewUngs. 

Among  these,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling  was  a  lead- 
ing  character.  He  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  Turkey 
merchant,  in  London ;  a  young  gentleman  of  good 
education,  of  singular  attainments  in  mathematics 
and  natural  philosophy,  of  a  graceful  person,  un- 
tainted morals,  and  unaffected  piety.  He,  and  his 
brother,  Mr.  William  Hewling,  engaged,  as  their 
own  words  were,  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  **  ibr 
the  English  liberties  and  the  protestant  religion.** 
They  came  over  with  the  duke,  and  the  former  had 
the  command  of  a  troop  of  horse ;  the  latter  was  a  lieu- 
tenant  of  foot.  Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling  had  particulariy 
signalized  himself  in  several  skirmishes ;  and,  a  little 
before  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor,  was  sent,  with  a 
detachment  of  his  own  troop  and  two  more,  to  fetch 
cannon  from  Minehead ;  but  came  not  up,  till  the  field 
was  lost.  As  the  best  of  Monmouth's  men  were  in  this 
detachment,  the  fatal  catastrophe  of  the  day  was  sup- 
posed to  be  much  owing  to  their  absence.  After  the 
dispersing  of  the  duke's  army,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling, 
with  hi.^  brother,  fled,  and  put  to  sea ;  but  were  driven 
back,  andt  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  got  to  shore. 
Seeing  the  country  filled  with  soldiers,  and  every  way 
of  defence  or  escape  cut  off,  they  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  to  a  gentleman,  who  resided  near^ 
the  place  of  their  landing ;  and,  from  thence,  were  sent 
to  Exeter,  gaol,  on  the  twelfth  of  July. 
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They  were  kept  here  some  days,  and  their  behaviour 
aecured  the  respect  of  those  who  were  inimical  to  their 
caase.  On  the  27th  of  July,  they  were  put  on  board 
the  Swan  frigate,  to  be  conveyed  to  London.  Their 
carriage,  during  the  passage,  conciliated  the  kindness 
of  the  captain  and  officers.  When  they  arrived  in  the 
river  Thames,  captain  Richardson,  the  keeper  of  New- 
gate, took  them  into  his  custody,  and  conducted  them 
to  that  prison.  Here  they  were  separated,  heavy  irons 
put  on  them,  and  their  friends  denied  access  to  them. 
After  great  importunity  and  expense,  some  of  their 
near  relations  had  permission  to  speak  a  few  words  to 
them,  in  the  presence  of  the  keeper ;  to  which  they 
replied,  **  They  were  contented  with  the  will  of  6oi>, 
Mrhatever  it  should  be.'* 

After  three  weeks*  confinement  in  Newgate,  orders 
were  given  to  bring  them  down  into  the  west  for  trial. 
On  being  told  this,  they  answered,  "  They  were  glad 
of  it.*'  The  cheerfulness  of  their  deportment,  at  their 
leaving  this  prison,  surprised  the  spectators;  who 
said,  ^*  Surely  they  had  received  their  pardon,  else 
they  could  never  carry  it  with  that  cheerfulness  and 
courage."  But  the  fact  was,  that,  whatever  hopes  they 
received  from  their  friends,  they  had  no  expectations 
of  this  for  themselves,  from  first  to  last.  In  their 
journey  to  Dorchester,  the  keepers,  who  attended 
them,  declared,  '<  that  their  carrioge  was  so  grave, 
serious,  and  christian,  that  it  made  them  admire  to  see 
and  hear  what  they  did  from  such  young  men."  And, 
though  their  situation,  on  their  journey,  from  theheavj[ 
irons  with  which  they  were  loaded,  and  the  inhuman 
treatment  they  met  with,  was  particularly  painful;  yet, 

hi 
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they  preserved,  tbroagh  it,  the  ttme  composiirey  aod 
tranquillity  of  mind,  rising  indeed  to  joy.  Tbey  pro- 
fessed, *^  that  they  were  better,  and  in  a  more  Imppy 
condition,  than  ever  in  their  lii^es,  from  the  sense  of 
the  pardoning  tove  of  CrOB,  in  Jesos  Christ,  to  their 
'SOqIs  ;  wholly  referring^  themselves  to  their  wise  and 
l^ciotts  God,  to  choose  for  them  life  or  death;** 
^escpressiiig  themselves  thns :  '*  Any  thing  that  pleaaes 
God,  what  m&  sees  best,  so  be  it :  "Mre  know  that  he  is 
able  to  deliver,  hot,  if  not,  blessed  be  his  name  :  death 
is  not  terrible  vow,  but  ^sfraUe.'*  Mr.  Benjamhi 
Howling  parttcolarly  added,  <^  As  for  tSie  world,  there 
is  nothing  in  it  to  make  it  worth  while  to  live,  except 
we  may  be  serviceable  to  God  therein."  And  after- 
wards he  said,  '*  Oh !  God  is  a  stronlg  refuge :  I  haYe 
found  him  ^o  indeed/* 

On  the  0th  of  September,  he  was  coiamamled  to  be 
condncted,  for  trial,  to  Tannton ;  and  on  tddng^  leave 
of  a  "near  relation,  who  staid  at  DordKster,  to  see  the 
issue  of  his  brother's  trial,  he  said,  ^  Oh !  Messed  be 
God  for  afflictions :  I  hare  found  such  happy  effects, 
that  I  would  not  have  been  without  them  for  all  this 
world.** 

The  event  of  his  trial  was,  his  beii^  condemned  to 
die.  To  the  end  he  continued  to  express  a  superiority 
to  the  fear  of  death,  a  cheerful  expectation  of  it,  and 
a  strong  sense  of  spiritual  and  eternal  things ;  com- 
plaining of  nothing  in  his  circulnstances,  but  WMit  of  a 
place  of  retirement,  to  give  full  and  uninterrupted  vent 
to  has  devotional  feelings.  He  expressed  grreat  plea- 
sure kk  the  review  of  the  penitent  sentiments,  with 
vi^hidi  his  mind  had  been  impressed,  imd  of  the 
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conviction  be  had  of  the  blessedness  of  a  reconciliation 
with  CrOD,  the  excellency  of  holiness,  and  the  pleasures 
of  piety.  To  these  sentiments  he  was  no  stranger, 
duf  iitg  the  harries  of  a  military  life ;  but  he  reflected 
on  his  confinement  in  Newgate,  as  the  sweetest  period 
of  his  existence,  because  then  they  were  the  most 
lirely  and  powerful. 

He  spoke  of  the  disappointment,  that  had  attended 
the  cause,  in  which  be  had  embarked,  with  much 
concern  and  grief;  because  of  the  connection  he 
conceived  it  had  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
freedom  of  his  country ;  but,  as  to  the  personal  pros- 
perity, which  might  have  arisen  from  it,  he  declared, 
^  that  it  appeared  to  him  of  small  account,  as  it  could 
not  have  been  either  satisfying  or  permanent,  for  death 
would  have  put  a  period  to  it  all/*  He  added,  '*  that 
perhaps  he  might  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  harve  been 
captivated  with  it,  to  the  neglect  of  eternal  concerns; 
and,  in  this  view,  his  present  circumstances  were 
incomparably  better.'* 

His  conversation  was  tinctured  with  expressions  of 
great  delight  in  the  most  holy  and  virtuous  characters, 
of  strong  compassion  for  the  special  welfare  of  others, 
and  of  earnest  solicitude  to  awaken  them  to  serious 
views  and  sentiments ;  saying,  **  that  death  and  eternity 
are  such  weighty  concerns,  that  the  way  to  receive 
death  cheerfully  is  to  prepare  for  it  seriously;  and 
that,  if  God  should  please  to  spare  their  lives,  there 
was  the  same  reason  to  be  serious,  and  spend  their 
remaining  days  in  his  fear  and  service."  He  took 
great  care  to  maintain  the  worship  of  GoD  with  his 
feUoW'-prisoners. 
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Three  or  four  days  before  he,  or  they^  who  were 
condemned  with  him,  were  to  suffer  death,  there  was 
a  report  that  no  more  should  die ;  on  which  he  said, 
'*  I  don't  know  what  Gob  hath  don6,  beyond  oor 
expectations :  if  he  doth  prolong  my  life,  1  am  sore  it 
is  all  his  own,  and,  by  his  grace,  1  will  wholly  devote 
it  to  him/'  But  this  report  was  not  well  founded ; 
a«d  so  far  was  it  from  being  true,  that,  when  Miss 
Hannah  Hewling,  his  sister,  supplicated  the  judge^s 
mercy,  in  behalf  of  her  brother,  and  offered  one  hun- 
dred pounds  for  the  respite  of  the  execution,  for  twodays 
only,  he  refused  her  even  this  small  favour ;  and,  as  she 
hung  on  his  coach,  imploring  his  attention  to  her  suit, 
he  commanded  the  coachman  to  cut  her  hands  and 
fingers  with  his  whip,  to  make  her  let  go  her  hold. 
And  on  the  2dth  of  September,  about  ten  or  eleven  at 
night,  they  were  told  they  must  die  the  next  morning. 
This  notice  was  sudden  and  unexpected ;  on  which 
Mr.  Hewling  made  this  reflection :  "  Though  men 
design  to  surprise,  God  doth,  and  will,  perform  his 
word,  to  be  a  very  present  help  in  trouble.'* 

On  the  morning  of  his  execution,  his  cheerfulness 
and  comfort  were  ipuch  increased;  and  he  waited  for 
the  sheriff,  with  the  greatest  serenity  of  mind,  saying, 
**  Now  the  will  of  Gob  is  determined,  to  whom  1  have 
referred  it,  and  he  hath  chosen,  most  certainly,  that 
which  is  best."  Afterwards,  with  a  smiling  counte- 
nance, he  dtscoursejd  on  the  glory  of  heaven,  remark- 
ing, with  much  delight,  on  the  3d,  4tb,  and  5th  verses 
of  the  22d  chapter  of  Revelations.  Then  he  desired  to 
have  the  2d  of  Corinthians,  chap.  v.  to  the  lOth  verse, 
read  to  him.  His  comforts  increased^  and  he  expressed 
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his  pleasurable  hopes,  and  good  assurance,  of  his  interest 
in  this  glorious  inheritance,  and  of  his  being  about  to 
take  possession  of  it.   On  this  ground  he  said,  **  Death 
was  more  desirable  than  life,  and  that  he  had  rather 
die  than  live  any  longer."     As  to  the  manner  of  his 
death,  he  said,  *^  When  1  have  considered  others  under 
these  circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  very  dreadful ; 
but,  now  God  hath  called  me  to  it,  I  bless  Gob  I 
have  quite  other  apprehensions  of  it:    I  can  now 
cheerfnlly  embrace  it  as  an  easy  passage  to  glory. 
And,  though  death  separates  us  from  the  enjoyment  of 
each  other  here,  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time,  and 
then  we  shall  meet  in  such  enjoyments^  as  now  we^ 
cannot  conceive,  and  for  ever  rejoice  in  each  otherV 
happiness."   Then,  reading  the  scriptures,  and  musing 
with  himself,  he  intknated  the  great  comfort  he  derived 
from  it,  saying,  <'  O  what  an  invaluable  treasure  iivthe 
blessed  word  of  God  !  in  all  conditions  there  is  a  store 
of  strong  consolations."  One  desiring  his  bible,  he  said, 
**  No,  this  shall  be  my  companion  to  the  last  moment 
of  my  life."     He  and  his  fellow-sufferers-  maintained 
and  displayed  the  same  serene,  cbeerfuU  and  devout 
frame  of  mrnd  to  the  last  moment :  the  spectators 
were  affected  and  astonished,  saying,  **  that  it  both 
broke  and   rejoiced  their  hearts,  and  made  death 
appear  with  another  aspect*"     The  soldiers,  who  had 
insultinorly  said,  '^Surely  these  persons  have  no  thoughts 
of  death,  but  will  find  themselves  surprised  by  it;"  now 
changed  their  tone,  declaring,  **  that  they  now  saw  he 
and  they  had  something  extraordinary  within,  that  car* 
ried  them  through  with  such  joy."  Others  of  them  said, 
'*  that  they  were  so  convinced  of  their  happiness,  dutt 


618  HISTO&T  OV  TAimTOir. 

they  woald  be  gbd  to  exchange  ooiiditkms  with  them/* 
A  great  officer  id  the  king's  army  was  often  heard  to 
aay, ''  If  yon  would  learn  to  die,  go  to  the  yoang  men 
of  Taunton/'  And  some  of  the  bitterest  of  their 
opponents  in  the  town,  as  they  were  carried  to  their 
grayes,  declared,  **  that  those  persons  had  left  suffi- 
cient evidence,  that  they  were  now  glorified  saints 
in  heaven/' 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling  was  but  twenty^-two  yean 
of  age/  His  brother,  who  was  younger,  was  ezecoled 
about  Uie  same  time  at  Lyme,  and  met  death  with  the 
like  magnanimity  and  alacrity.  The  enormons  sum 
of  one  thousand  pounds  was  exacted  of  the  sister  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling,  for  permission  to  bury  his 
remains  in  St  Mary  Magdalen's  diarch,  and  this  not 
without  the  interest  of  one  of  the  principal  officers 
in  the  royal  army.* 

The  father  of  these  nnfortoiiftte  josths  was  Mr.  BeDJamiii  Hew. 
Ifaig,  a  citiseu  of  Loodoo,  and  an  eminent  Tarkey  merchaat.  He 
married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  William  Kyftn,  a  merdiant  alio, 
wIm  was  looked  npon  In  those  days  to  beeseeedingly  rich,  and  who 
was  of  general  esteem,  his  fortune  and  iofloence  placing  hlsi  wmmg 
the  foremost  of  the  dissenters  in  the  city ;  to  some  of  whom,  called 
Baptists,  he  occasionally  preached.  He  liad  another  daughter  marrisd 


*  Mr.  B.  HewUng  was  of  great  popularity  among  his  politicsl 
brethreO)  As  etaanch  whigs  in  the  city.  There  are  two  engraved 
portiiitsofhimt 

1.  la  small  quarto,  in  an  of  al,  with  a  laced  band,  but  wiAoat  his 
name.    Oranger's  B.  £f.  toI.  i?.  p.  390. 

%  In  Pitt's  New  Martyrology,  in  an  ond,  with  laced  band,  and 
a  full  flowing  wig,  with  this  inscription,  *<  The  true  Effigies  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Hewling,  Atatis  stt«,  92." 

f  Locks*s  Weston  Rebelllsn,  p.  t. 
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te  Ha]m  dw  banker,  wlio  was  tried  for  hit  life,  ifi  ldg4,  for  remitt. 
ing  nOD«7  to  sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  theo  an  outlaw.  The  trial 
seams  to  be  curions  and  important,  as  it  struck  at  the  root  of 
mercantile  liberty.  It  may  be  seen  at  large  in  Burnet's  History  of 
his  Own  Times,  rol.  u  p.  5M,  and  State  Trials,  toI.  ill.  p.  963. 

Mr.  Hewlteg  dying  in  1684,  his  two  sons  went  to  Holland,  and 
retnrned  to  England  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  Great  inten:ession 
was  made  with  Jeffreys  to  sare  their  lir es,  and  that  by  one  of  the 
judged  relations,  from  whose  fortune  he  had  formed  great  ezpecta. 
tioni.  He,  howeter,  refused  a  pardon,  which  produced  a  petition 
to  the  throne;  and  Miss  Hannah  Uewling,  tiie  elder  sister,  was 
introdtoed  by  lord  Chnrehili,  afterwards  duke  of  Marlborough ; 
but  bor  petition  being  denied,  his  loidship,  when  alone  with  Miss 
Howling,  made  use  of  this  declaration,  <^  That  the  king's  heart  waa 
as  incapable  of  feeling  compassion  as  that  marble,"  pointing  to  the 
chimney  .piece  before  them. 

About  a  year  after,  Miss  Hewling  married  major  Richard  Crom« 
well,  grandson  of  the  protector,  by  his  third  son,  Henry,  who  had 
BSMrled  Elisabeth,  daughter  of  sir  Fiands  Russell,  of  Cambridge, 
thinu  The  is»ne  of  major  CromweU>  by  Mim  Hewling,  waf, 
1.  Masy,  who  died  unmarried,  179Q;  %.  WilUam  Cromwell,  of 
Kirby.street,  Hatton  Garden,  who  died  without  Issue,  1773  ; 
3.  Richard  Cromwell,  of  Bartlett's  Buildings,  attorney oiU law,  who 
married  the  daughter  of  Ebeneser  Gatton,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  one 
SOD,  and  three  daughters ;  4.  Thomas  Cromwell,  grocer,  on  Snow, 
httl,  who  died  174a.  He  had  two  wires,  by  whom  he  had  chydren  ; 
among  these,  Mr.  Thomas  Cromwell,  who  was  In  the  £aat.|ndi» 
serrice,  and  Mr.  Ollrer  Cromwell,  of  the  Million  Bank^  wese  the 
only  male  descendants  of  tlie  protector,  diey  being  his  great* 
grandsons ;  5.  Henry  Cromwell,  who  had  a  place  in  the  Excise  Office, 
and  died  in  1700;  0.  Ollrer  Cromwell,  who  had  an  enslgn'a  conu 
mlsaion  in  the  army,  and  died  in  1748^ 

Richard  Cromwell,  the  iMher  of  Iheee  six  ehiUtreo,  ww»  Iff  the 
favour  and  interest  of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  promoted  to  tiie  nupk  of 
miyiov,  and  died  in  Spain  during  queen  Anne's  wars,  whilsl  under 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Galway.  Haonah  Hewling,  his  wife^ 
died  in  17SI. 

if n  Kyftn^  the  grand&iher  ef  the  Jftwltafiy  waa  peneaaUy 
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known  to  Chtrtes  IL  and  James  II.  Tlie  latter,  wfam  in  ih^txmif 
MDt  for  him  to  court,  and  told  bim,  in  the  stjle  of  the  times,  that  he 
intended  a  favour  to  the  dissenters,  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  had  pnt 
him  down  as  an  alderman  in  bis  new  charter.  **  Alas !  sir,  (replied 
Kyffio,)  lam  a  very  old  man:  i  have  withdrawn  myself  from  all  kind 
of  business  for  some  years  past,  and  am  incapable  of  doing  any 
service  in  snch  an  affiiir  to  your  majesty  or  the  city.  Besides,  sir," 
the  old  man  went  on,  filing  his  eyes  steadfastly  on  the  king,  whilst 
the  tears  ran  plentifully  down  his  wrinkled  che^s,  ^^  the  death  of 
ray  grandsons  gare  a  wound  to  my  heart,  which  is  still  bleeding,  and 
will  nerer  close  but  in  the  grare." 

The  king  was  deeply  struck  by  the  manner,  freedom,  and  spirit  of 
this  nneapecled  rebuke.  A  total  silence  ensued,  while  the  galled 
conscience  of  James  seemed  to  shrink  from  the  horrid  rememforanoe. 
In  a  minute  or  two,  howerer,  he  recorered  himself  enough  to  say^ 
<^  Mr.  Kyffin,  I  shall  find  a  balsam  for  that  sore." 

Major  PerroU. 

This  gentleman  was  the  6rBt  executed  at  TaontoD# 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1686.  He  was  a  brewer 
of  London,  and  had  been  very  zealous  for  the  duk^ 
by  whom  he  had  been  made  a  major.  He  made  a 
long  speech  at  the  place  of  execution,  and  met  death, 
as  a  man  almost  unconcerned  at  it.  He  addressed 
the  spectators  more  like  a  minister  in  the  pulpit,  Uian 
a  prisoner  going  to  be  executed.' 

Captain  Annesley, 

Another,  who  suffered  at  the  same  time,  was  Mr. 
Abraham  Annesley,  who  was  first  made  a  lieutenant, 
and  afterwards  a  captain  of  foot.  He  fought  very 
courageously,  and,  though  he  was  engaged  in  every 
action,  and  was  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  battle  of  Sedge* 
moor,  he  escaped  unhurt.  In  his  speech  at  the  place 
of  execution,  he  declared,  that,  <'  as  a  true  Englishman, 

'  Western  Martyiology,  p.  188. 
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ke  thought  it  his  daty  to  yentore  his  life  in  defence 
of  the  protestant  religion,  against  popery  and  arbitrary 
power.  For  that  purpose  he  joined  the  duke  of  Mon* 
moutb*s  army,  and  had  he  a  thousand  Kres,  they  should 
all  have  been  engaged  in  the  same  cause.  He  might 
have  been  pardoned,"  he  said,  ''if  he  would  have  im- 
peached others ;  but  he  abhorred  such  ways  of  deliver- 
ance, choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people 
of  Gob,  than  to  enjoy  life  with  sin." 
Mr.  William  JeMn. 
A  third  fellow-sufferer,  on  the  same  day,  was  Mr« 
William  Jenkin,  a  young  gentleman  of  sober,  virtuous 
manners,  great  vivacity,  and  ready  wit.  He  had  a 
happy  genius  for  mechanics,  and  was  a  good  classical 
scholar.  His  father  was  a  non-conformist  minister,  in 
London ;  who,  for  his  opinions,  had  been  cast  into 
Newgate,  where  confinement  and  want  of  usual  exercise 
soon  killed  him ;  which  led  this  his  only  son  to  give 
rings  at  his  funeral,  with  this  motto,  ''William  Jenkin,' 
murdered  in  Newgate."  The  death  of  his  father 
impressed  his  mind  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  iniquitous 
measures  of  government,  and  disposed  him  to  embark 

'  The  sentiment  conveyed,  in  this  motto,  naturally  suggested  itself 
to  his  mourning  son  from  what  the  father  said  a  little  before  his 
death,  tIz.  that  a  man  might  be  as  effectually  murdered  in  Newgate 
as  at  Tybnrn.  He  died  there,  January  19th,  1685,  aged  7%  haTing 
boen  a  prisoner  four  months.  A  nobleman,  haTing  heard  of  hit 
happy  release,  said  to  the  king,  <<  May  it  please  yoor  majesty^ 
Jenkin  has  got  his  liberty.''  Upon  which  he  asked  with  eagerness, 
"  Aye !  who  ^a^e  it  him  ?"  The  nobleman  replied,  "  A  greater 
than  your  majesty,  the  King  of  kings  :'*  with  which  the  king 
teemed  greatly  struck,  and  remained  silent.-nStfe  Pdmer^i  Jftfli- 
cottformiii^i  Mmwid^  tol.  i.  p.  100. 
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Ill  oppotition  to  it  He  and  aeveral  y^mnf  ycptUwi 
rode  dowD,  from  Loadon,  into  the  west,  a  little  belMie 
the  duke  of  Monoioiith  landed ;  and  were  taken  np 
on  Mispicion,  and  thrown  into  llchester  |pK>l»  whem 
they  lay  till  the  duke  came  and  released  them;  in  whose 
army  Mr.  Jenktn  oontinoed  till  the  root  at  fledgenoor. 
He  was  tried  and  condemned  at  Dorchester.  When 
he  was  apprised  of  the  nocertainty  of  proooriog  his 
pardoDi  he  replied,  *^  Well,  death  is  the  worst  they  can 
do ;  and  I  bless  Gk>]»y  that  wiU  not  surprise  me,  for  I 
hope  my  great  work  is  done."  So  far  from  being 
dejected  at  the  prospect  of  it,  he  did  not  appear  to  kese 
any  of  his  natural  liTclinem  and  spirits,  and  was  rathsr 
censured  as  inconsiderate  of  his  eonditaoo ;  to  which 
he  answersdi  <<  Truly  this  is  so  much  my  nataual 
temper,  that  I  cannot  tell  how  to  alter  it;  but  I  bless 
Ck>B»  I  haYe  thought,  and  do  think  seriously  of  my 
eternal  concerns.  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  he 
but  I  find  caute  to  be  cheerful,  fer  my  peace  is 
with  God,  through  Jesos  Christi  my  Lord.  Thia  is  nqr 
only  ground  of  comfort  and  cheerAilness,  the  seeariiy 
of  my  interest  in  Christ,  for  I  expect  nothing  but  death ; 
and  without  this,  1  am  sure  death  would  be  most 
dreadful ;  but  having  the  good  hope  of  this,  I  cannot 
be  melancholy.*'  When  he  was  urged  to  attempt  an 
escape,  under  disguise,  he  declined  it,  saying,  <<  No,  I 
cannot  tell  how  to  disturb  myself  about  it;  and  methinka 
it  is  not  my  business,  now  I  have  other  things  to  take 
up  my  thoughts.  If  God  saw  good  to  deliver  me,  he 
would  open  some  door ;  but  seeing  he  has  not»  it  is 
msM  for  the  honour  of  his  name  we  should  die,  and  ao 
be  it';     When  no  prospect  ef  saving  bis  life  was  kft. 
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ibongh  interest  was  made,  mid  several  sdiemes  formed 
with  that  riew,  he  spoke  mnck  of  the  admiraUeness  of 
60D*s  proTidence  in  those  things  that  seem  most 
against  ns,  bringing  the  greatest  good  out  of  them ; 
**  For,"  said  he,  **  we  can  see  bat  a  little  way :  God 
is  only  wise  in  all  his  disposals  of  as :  if  we  were  left 
to  choose  for  onrselves,  we  shonld  choose  our  own 
misery." 

The  sentiments,  with  which  he  reflected  on  the  part 
he  had  acted,  appear  from  a  letter  to  his  mother,  on 
the  night  preceding  his  execution  : — ^  I  bless  God,'* 
says  he,  '^  I  die  with  a  clear  conscience ;  and  though  I 
hare  deserved  much  worse,  at  the  hands  of  God,  for 
my  past  sins,  than  I  am  like  to  nndergo,  yet  I  count, 
with  respect  to  man,  I  die  a  martyr  for  the  protestant 
religion,  and  merely  for  doing  my  doty,  in  opposing 
that  flood  of  popery,  which  seemed  to  be  just  over* 
whelming  the  church  and  interest  of  Christ,  in  these 
iiatk>ns ;  and  I  wish,  that  the  pradentialbtn  of  our  age^ 
that  have  withdrawn  their  helping  band  from  8«i  glo* 
rious  a  design,  do  not,  within  a  few  days,  feel  the  .smart 
they  have  deserved  by  this  their  baseness."  The 
honoarable  thoughts  he  entertained  concerning  the 
divine  providence,  are  expressed  in  a  letter  to  his  sister, 
a  few  days  before  this  : — "  And  now,  dear  sister,  I  take 
my  leave  of  yoa,  and  cofnmit  yoa  to  the  protectiun  of 
that  God,  who  has  made  every  thing  beautiful  in  his 
thne,  and  will  shew  yoi\.the  meaning  of  this  previclence, 
which  now  we  do  not  anderstand  ;  to  whom,  I  trast^ 
I  am  now  going,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  whose  pre- 
sence, I  doabt  not  bat  ere  long  yoa  will  meet,  dear 
sister,  yoar  afiectionate  brother." 


M 
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Many  such  devoat  and  rational  sentiments  he  delw 
veredy  under  the  view  of  his  death.  When  it  was 
observed,  that  the  apostles  died  a  violent  death,  he 
replied,  '*  Nay,  a  g^reater  than  the  apostles,  our  Lord 
himself  died,  not  only  a  shameful,  but  a  violent  death ;" 
adding,  *'  This  manner  of  death  hath  been  the  most 
terrible  thing  in  the  world  to  my  thoughts}  but,  I  blesa 
6oD,  now  1  am  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  die." 

The  same  cheerfulness  and  serenity  of  mind  appeared 
to  the  last ;  and,  indeed,  increased,  and  brightened  his 
countenance  with  comfort  and  joy ;  insomuch  that 
some  of  bis  enemies,  who  had  censured  his  cheerfulness 
as  inconsideration,  and  expected  to  see  him  much 
surprised,  professed  themselves  astonished,  that  so 
young  a  man,  (of  no  more  than  one  or  two  and  twenty,) 
should  leave  the  world,  and  go  through  death  as  he  did.' 
Captain  Hucker. 

Mr.  Hucker,  whom  we  have  noticed  particularly  in 
a  former  chapter,  having  conducted  himself,  under 
confinement,  with  a  christian  spirit,  displayed  a  pious 
fortitude,. in  his  last  moments,  which  astonished  the 
spectators. 

Mr.  Gatehill. 

Another,  out  of  the  nineteen  executed  at  the  same 
time,  was  Mr.  Gatehill,  constable  of  the  hundred,  who 
had  been  forced,  against  his  inclination,  by  some  of 
the  duke's  party,  to  execute  a  warrant  for  bringing  in 
provisions  for  the  army.  As  he  was  drawn  to  execu- 
tion, he  looked  on  the  people,  and  said,  **  A  populous 
town :  God  bless  it !  *'^ 


'  Western  Martyrology^  p.  123 — 128. 
*  Idem^  p.  214>  %n. 
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la  the  register  of  bariah  for  the  parish  of  TaunCon  St  Mar j 
Magdalen,  during  the  year  1685,  there  is  a  note  bj  the  Ticar,  the 
Rer.  Walter  Harte,  in  these  words  :  <<  Jane,  1685. — Barials,  &c. 
interrupted  by  Monmouth's  rebellion.*'  There  are  only  two  entries 
of  burials  in  the  month  of  June,  1685 ;  but,  In  the  previous  months 
of  that  year,  the  entries  are  from  fourteen  to  twenty-six  monthly. 

Extracts  from  the  regUter  of  barials  for  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  for  1685  and  1686. 


1685. 

Buried. 

1685. 

Buried. 

July  16. 

Randolph  Cans,  a 

Oct.  27. 

Rebel  soldier. 

soldier. 

M>« 

William  More, 

28. 

Bryant,  a  soldier. 

king's  soldier. 

Aug.  12. 

Rebel  soldier. 

28. 

James  fVhetham^ 

16. 

Ditto  ditto. 

rebel,  executed. 

25. 

King's  soldier. 

Not.    5. 

Rebel  soldier. 

Sept    1. 

3  rebels  executed. 

8. 

Edward    Seymour^ 

2. 

Rebel  soldier. 

15. 

king's  soldier. 
Rebel  soldier. 

6. 

Leeke,    a    king's 
soldier. 

20. 

Joseph  Newbery, 

rebel. 
Rebel  soldier. 

8. 

Rebel  soldier. 

24. 

12. 
20. 

Ditto  ditto. 
2  rebel  soldiers. 

Dec.     9. 

Rebel  soldier. 

22. 

Simon  Hamlyn^ 

1686 

. 

rebel,  executed. 

Jan.    7. 

Rebel  soldier. 

26. 

Rebel  soldier. 

13. 

Matthew  Edwards, 

Oct.     1. 

King's  soldier. 

^ 

king's  soldier. 

— 

Bepjamin  HewlyUj^ 

1  ^ 

Mar.    4. 

2  rebels. 

— 

miiiam  Jenkinsy^  { 

^3 

— . 

King's  soldier. 

— 

Henry  Lisle,           i 

7. 

Rebel  soldier. 

% 

John  Savidge,        ^ 

10. 

Ditto  ditto. 

5. 

Rebel  soldier. 

Em 

20. 

A  prisoner. 

10. 

Ditto  ditto. 

April  18. 

Sprout,  a  soldier. 

15. 

Ditto  ditto. 

23. 

King's  soldier. 

In  the  register  of  burials  for  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  James, 

there  are  the  following  entries  relating  to  this  unhappy  period : 

1685. 

July  0,  was  buried  John  Gotrell,  executed  for  treason  against  his 
majesty. 

The  same  day  was  buried  John  Borges,  executed  for  treason  against 
his  majesty. 
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The  0  ^f ,  WM  eiec«ted  J#hii  Orfniltde,  for  ticoon  aguint  Us 
m^csty,  tatbuM  die  10*17  of  July ,  io  the  fnr  1S8S. 

MTf »  TliU  cvtry  Ims  hcca  fertMlj  etwcd  wifk  a  pea.    Iht  ■■ 
ftgtio  in  the  next  pa^e  oi  the  register. 

TheO  (lay,  was  eiecnt^  WUlian  Sharpe,  for  treaaoa 
majesty,  1685,  bat  boried  the  9  of  Jalj. 

The  0  of  July,  was  eiecuted  Simon  Sajer,  for  treuea  agaimt  his 
majesty,  but  buried  the  10  of  July,  1685. 

Jnly  the  0  day,  was  csucated  Richard  Barton,  for  treason  agsiiiitt  hb 
migesty,  but  was  buried  the  10  day  of  July,  in  the  year  168S. 

Joly  the  0  day,  was  executed  Abraham  Pinoey,  for  treason  against 
lus  majesty,  hut  was  buried  the  10  of  Jnly^  In  the  jear  1685* 

Jnly  the  9  day,  was  escecuted  William  Bowne,  for  twasoa  nplnit 
Ills  majesty,  hut  buried  the  10  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1085. 

July  the  0  day,  was  executed  James  Bessen,  for  treason  against  his 
majesty,  but  boned  the  12  daj  of  July,  in  the  year  1889. 

July  10  day,  was  bnrted  John  Grinslade. 

NUi^  ThU  appears  to  be  a  tecoad  entry.  In  the  room  of  the  fenasr,  erased. 

JMfy  The  preceding  nine  penoas  appear  to  be  part  of  the  nineteen  who  were 
eiecated  by  colonel  Kirke,  onder  martial  law,  on  the  Comhilly  on  his 
arrival  at  Taunton  from  Sedgemoor,  en  Thursday  July  the  9th,  teeS. 

Oct.  1,  1085,  was  buried  Pearce  Morring,  eotecnted  for  treason 
against  his  majesty,  of  Taunton  Magdalen. 

Oct.  1 ,  was  buried  WiUhun  Shachell,  (SatcheU,)  executed  for  tieaion 
against  his  majesty. 

Oct.  2,  was  buried  John  Trickey,  executed  for  treason  against  his 

majesty. 
VHe^  These  three  persons  were  tried  before  Judge  Jeffreys*  and,  having  been 
Ibuad  guiltyi  were  executed,  with  sixteen  others,  on  the  SOth  Sept  ItiSS. 


1086.        Bwiei.  1085.        Buried. 

Oct,    7.    Stephen  Letor,  a  Not.  25.    James   Tomor,  a 

soldier.  soldier. 

9.    Andrar    Hontar,  29.    Anthony  James, 

ditto.  ditto. 

17.    John    Bromshet,  1080. 

ditto.  April  15.    William  Bockhnd, 

Not.    «.    William   Lion,    n  a  soldier. 

•aUBer  mder  the  oommnod  17.    Henrj  Tennt,  « 

of  captain  George  Ltttelton.  soldier, 

ifcife  These  eight  peiaens,ifrMpwbahk,  wees  seMism  hi  the  inyalaimy,  as, 
to  St.  Manr's  renter,  Menmeath's  soMiecs  ars  always  ealM  **  Mcls,* 
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Betides  the  courage  and  cheeriuliiess,  ^tb  wktch 
these  {^ermns,  and  others,  who  laid  down  their  lives 
m  the  same  cause,  died ;  it  was  also  remarked,  that 
most,  if  not  all,  dropt  expvessions,  which  not  only 
indicated  their 'confidence  hn  the  final  success  of  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  protestentiani,  fer  which  they 
^nfiered,  but  forebodings  e(  that  great  deliverance^ 
which  providence,  in  a  few  years,  cccamplished  by 
the  prince  of  Orange. 

Mr.  Nelthorpe  said,  ^*  God  had,  in  his  wonderful 
providence,  made  him»  and  others,  instruments,  not 
only  in  what  was  already  fallen  out,  but  he  believed^ 
for  hastening  same  other  great  work,  he  had  yet  to  do 
in  these  kingdoms." 

Captain  Annesley  declared  his  expectation,  '« that, 
though  tt  had  pleased  the  all-wise  6o]>,  for  reasons 
best  known  to  himself,  now  to  blast  their  designs; 
ye<,  he  would  deliver  his  peopk,  by  wajfs  they  hnetv  not, 
nor  thauyht  ofr 

Afn  HewUng  expressed  the  same  hope,  saying, 
*<  1  question  not,  but,  in  his  own  time,  God  mil  raise 
up  other  instruments  to  carry  on  the  same  cause  they  died 
for,  for  his  own  glory. ^^ 

Mr.  Larke  declared,  "  that  he  was  confident  Goa> 
would  avenge  their  blood/' 

Mr.  Perrott  died,  desiring  '<  all  not  to  be  faint* 
liearted,  because  of  their  fall,  and  to  think  that  there 
were  no  hopes  remaining  ;**  adding,  <<  he  verily  be- 
lieved, God  would  yet  work  out  deliverance  for  themj 
and,  at  the  time  they  were  in  the  greatest  oitrewlyt 
tlMt  w<Hdd  be  6oD*s  oppartmiHy.    Pot  yomr  whole 


628  HISTORY  OV  TAUNTOK. 

trust  and  confidence,  and  dependence,  in  the  Lobd, 
and  he  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you/*' 

Such  language,  so  strongly  expressive  of  the  firm- 
ness of  their  minds,  conveying  so  full  a  conviction  of 
the  rectitude  of  their  cause,  and  so  lively  a  persuasion 
of  its  final  success,  naturally  made  strong  impressions 
on  the  spectators.  It  must  appear  to  those  who  review 
it  at  this  distance  of  time,  as  something  extraordinary; 
especially,  when  it  is  considered,  that  these  were  the 

'  Western  Martjrologj,  p.  103,  104,  and  p.  ISO.  Mr.  SampiOB 
Larke,  who  w  as  executed  at  Lyme,  the  12th  of  September,  was  an 
eminent,  pious,  aged  non.conforcnist  minister,  very  charitable  to  the 
poor,  and  assiduous  in  the  duties  of  his  function.  His  death  was 
greatl>  lamented,  not  only  by  bis  congregation,  bnt  by  the  inhaU- 
lants  of  the  town.  As  he  was  about  to  address  the  populace  before 
his  execution,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  guard,  with  this  laeonic 
observation  ;  ^^  that  the  work  of  the  day  was  so  great,  thej  could 
not  afford  him  time."  To  which  he  replied,  <*  he  conid  make 
application,  where  he  should  not  meet  with  interruption  :  '*  and  so 
prayed  with  great  devotion  and  fervour. — Mr.  Nelthorpe  was  one 
of  those,  whom  lady  Lisle  had  sheltered.  He  was  accnsed  and 
executed  for  being  concerned  in  a  design  to  assassinate  king  Charles 
II.  and  thr  duke  of  York ;  which,  in  his  last  moments,  he  explicitly 
and  siil^'nnily  denied.  He  came  over  with  the  duke  of  Monmonth ; 
was  first  committed  to  prison  at  Salisbury,  and  then  removed 
to  Newgate.  He  was  executed  the  30th  of  October.  He  generously 
disdained  the  offer  made  him  of  saving  his  own  life,  by  becoming 
m  witness  against  others.  The  agitation  of  his  mind,  during  his 
close  confinement,  at  length  terminated  In  distraction ;  but,  before 
his  execution,  the  exorcise  of  his  judgment  and  understanding 
returned ;  and  he  died,  not  only  with  composedness  of  mind,  but 
with  comfort  and  joy ;  addressing  the  spectators  in  a  speech,  at 
once  pertinent  and  recollected,  and  breathing  suitable  sentiments  of 
charity  and  d^JoUm.- fVe$iemMariyrologyy  p.  173,  &  p.  130-140L 
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sentiments  of  persons  of  different  sexes  and  ages,  and 
in  different  places ;  uttered  in  a  calm  and  serene  stat^ 
of  mind  ;  and  that  they  were  afterwards  signally  con- 
firmed by  the  correspondent  event.  If  we  do  not 
ascribe  these  declarations  to  a  divine  foresight,  we 
must  confess,  that  they  could  arise  from  nothing  short 
of  fall,  rational  views  of  the  nature  and  merits  of  the 
cause,  in  which  they  bad  engaged,  as  involving  in  it 
the  civil  and  religious  interests  of  the  nation  ;  and  an 
unusual  comprehension  of  mind,  looking  above  present 
discouraging  and  dark  appearances.  And  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  very  disappointment  and 
sufferings,  which  they  experienced,  did  really  operate 
to  bring  about  a  revolution ;  to  make  it  an  object  of 
more  general  and  ardent  desire;  and  even4;o  precipi- 
tate it,  by  leaving  king  James,  for  the  present,  more 
at  liberty  to  push  his  unconstitutional,  oppressive, 
and  odious  measures. 


But,  waiving  these  reflexions,  it  is  time  to  return 
to  Taunton,  which  was  marked,  besides  the  executions 
we  have  mentioned,  with  other  scenes  of  oppression 
and  cruelty.  The  maidens,  who  presented  the  colours 
to  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  though  some  of  them 
were  children,  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  were  not 
suffered  to  escape  the  rigour  of  the  chief  justice's 
inquisition.  Miss  Mary  Blake,  for  making  the  colours 
presented  to  the  dnke,  was  committed  to  Dorchester 
gaol,  where  she  died,  says  Dr.  Toulmin,  of  the  small- 
pox, which  disease  then   prevailed   in  the  prison/ 

*  Mr.  H.  Norris,  of  Taunton,  has  in  his  possession,  the  copy  of 
ft  pardon^  gnmt«d  to  this  yonng  lady,  by  king  James  IL  dated  the 

M  m 


d 
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Anottier  of  these  youn^  ladieft  mrreiidered  herself  iii 
the  court,  beggiilif  niercy  from  the  jndgre  ;  who,  wbtti 
she  was  produced  before  hito,  lo6ked  on  her  with  % 
Very  fierce  courttenance,  and,  ravihg,  commandted 
the  gaoler  to  take  her.  This  sti'ack  such  terror  into 
the  poor  girl,  that,  palling  her  hood  over  her  fece,  she 
fell  a  wecfping  j  and  the  gadler  retnoving  her  iminedi- 
litely  out  of  the  court,  she  died,  riot  inanylioars  after, 
through  fear. 

This  minister  df  royal  resenthient  being  «tt  length 
tired  with  executions,  and  glutted  wifh'hdiban  blood, 
the  king  issued  a  general  pardon ;  but  these  youngs  ladies 
'were  amongst  those  whose  names  were  exce|>ted  from 
receiving  'any  benefit  from  it  The  view  of  the  court 
was  to  raise  sums  of 'money,  for  their  rahsbm,  from 

15th  of  Jatjr^  (the  first  aniiiVerMry  of  MoaitfMith's  death^)  ia  ^ 

secood  year  of  his  reign,  so  that  it  is  probable,  that  the  account  of 

.   her  deith,  in  Dorchester  gaol,  is  foaoded  in  mistake.     I  a  this 

record,  she  is  caik'd  ^^  Sarah  Blake,  late  of  Taunton,  in  oor  county 

of  Somerset,  spinster ; "  but  it  does  not  eipress  any  particular  crime 

of  which  she  had  been  charged  or  coATicted,  the  king  merely  par. 

doning  her  in  the  folio  wing  general  terms : — '^  James  the  second,  ftc» 

Know  ye,  that  moved  by  compassion,  we  have  of  our  special  faTOwr, 

and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  pardoned,  remitted, 

and  released,  and  do  by  these  presents  pardon,  remit,  and  release, 

to  Sarah  Blake,  late  of  Taunton,  in  our  county  of  Somerset,  spinster, 

or  by  whatsoever  name,  surname,  or  addition,  the  said  Sarah  Blake 

may  be  known,  all  and  all  manner  of  treasons,  misprisions  of  treasbo, 

conspiracies,  seditions,  Insurrections,  waglngsof  wars,  and  unlawful 

assemblies,  by  her,  the  said  Sarah  Blake,  by  herself  alone,  or  with 

any  other  person,  heretofore,  against  our  royal  person  and  the  laws 

and  statutes  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  doney  committed,  or 

perpetra^ted,''  &c.  &c. 

I  have  alwayr  been  of  opinlbd  that  Oierf  Were  two  OMnttVi^ 
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their  parents ;  which  were  granted,  as  a  Christmas* 
box,  to  the  maids  of  honour.  The  amount  of  the 
demand  was  seven  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  Bird,  the 
town-clerk,  would  have  officiously  intruded  himself, 
as  agent,  into  the  management  of  this  business ;  but 
his  services  were  refused.  The  duke  of  Somerset 
took  up  the  affair  in  favour  of  the  court  ladies ;  and 
solicited,  by  .letter,  the  assistance  of  sir  Francis 
Warre,  bart.  of  Hestercombe,  to  whom  he  applied 
to  have  the  mistress  and  the  maidens,  of  whose  names 
he  sent  a  list,  taken  into  custody.  He  requested  this 
gentleman  to  recommend  some  person,  in  whom  he 
could  confide,  to  take  the  active  part  under  his  direc- 
tion, and  whom,  by  a  letter  of  attorney,  the  maids  of 
honour  might  employ,  to  sue  the  girls.  But  sir 
.Francis  Warre,  unwilling  to  be  concerned  in  the 
business,  represented  to  the  diike,  that  the  school- 
mistress was  a  woman  of  mean  birth,  and  that  the 
scholars  worked  the  banner  by  her  orders,  without 
knowing  of  any  offence.'  On  this,  further  proceedings 

name  of.  Blake  at  the  school  where  these  colours  were  wrought; 
that  they  were  both  taken  into  custody ;  and  that  one  of  them  died 
in  prison,  ai)d  die  other  was  pardoned.    H.  N. 

'.  On  the  information  of  C,  W.  Bampfjlde,  esq.  from  whom  Dr. 

.Tonlmin  was  favoured  with  the  following  copies  of  the  duke  of 

.Somerset*s  letters : — 

.  I  doe  here  send  you  a  list  of  the  Taunton  Maydes  you  ]i?ing  soe 
sere  to  Taunton  makes  me  think  that  yoo  know  some  of  them, 
therefore  pray  send  me  word  by  the  first  opertanity  whether  any  of 
these  are  in  custody  and  whoe  they  are,  and  if  any  one  of  these  are 
not  in  custody  lelt  them  be  secured  especially  the  Schoole  Mistresse 
and  likewise  send  me  word  if  you  know  any  one  of  these  because 
there  are  some  friends  of  mine  that  I  beliere  upon  easy  terms  might 
get  theire  pardon  of  the  king,  pray  send  mc  an  answer  by  the  first 
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were  dropped  ;  but  not  till  the  sums  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  Hiid  fifty  pounds,  had  been  gained  from  the 
parents  of  some  of  them. 

^pertttiiity  and  an  to  doing  this  you  wiil  oblige  yovr  hamble  Sorfsat 

Londouj  Dec.  \%,  1685.  SOMERSET. 

(The  address  torn  off.) 

1  have  acquainted  the  Maydes  of  honoar  with  this  bniaenesae  of 
Mr,  Birde,  and  thej  doe  alt  say  that  he  neier  had  any  authority 
from  them  to  proceede  In  this  matter  and  that  they  hare  thn  pest 
writt  to  him  not  to  trouble  himselfe  any  more  in  thb  ai&ure  soe  that 
if  you  will  proceede  on  this  matter  according  to  my  former  letter  you 
will  infinitely  oblige  your  humble  Senrant 

Jan.  14,  1685.  SOMERSET. 

If  you  can  secure  any  of  them  pray  doe  and  lett  me  hare  aoeouat 
uf  this  letter  an  soon  as  yon  can. 

JFor  Sir  Franciese  Warre,  Bart. 
To  beieft  at  post.house  in  Taunton,  Somersets: 

We  hare  here  thought  fitt  that  things  would  be  better  managed  if 
there  was  a  letter  of  Atturney  giyeii  to  some  body  (that  yon  should 
think  fitt  and  capable  of)  for  to  ayde  and  assist  yon  in  it  that  ttere 
may  be  noe  other  to  transact  this  buisenesse  but  your  selfe  and 
another  of  your  recommending  that  should  bustle  and  stir  about  lo 
ease  you,  if  that  yon  know  of  any  such  man  that  you  can  trust  piay 
lett  me  know  it  by  the  first  opertunity  that  the  Maydes  of  honour 
may  signe  his  letter  of  Atturney,  pray  lett  them  know  that  If  they 
doe  thus  put  it  off  from  time  to  time  that  the  Maydes  of  honour  are 
resolved  to^tie  them  to  an  Outlary,  so  that  pray  do  yon  advise  them 
to  comply  wirh  what  is  reasonable  (which  I  think  7000  is)  for  them: 
^I  mast  beg  a  thousand  times  orer  your  pardone  for  giving  you  this 
trouble  and  \\  ill  never  omitt  iiny  thing  wherein  1  can  serve  you  Sir 
I  am  your  veiy  humble  Servant 

L^ndony  Jan.  ^1,  1685-6.  *  SOMERSET. 

For  Sir  Franclsse  Warre,  Bart. 
To  be  left  at  the  post-house  in  Taunton,  Somersetti : 
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DUKE   OP  MONMOUTH'S   ADHERENTS. 

Fardf  Lord  Grey. 

Among  the  adhereats  of  Monmouth,  by  far  the  most  remarkable 
was  Ford,  lord  Grey  of  Werke.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Ralph^ 
second  lord  Grey,  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Ford,  of 
Hartington,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  knt.  lo  1682,  he  was  tried 
in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  for  seducing  and  ruining  lady  Henrietta 
Berkele),*  his  wife's  sister,  and  found  guilty  ;  but  the  matter  was 
afterwards  compromised.  This  intrigue  fixed  a  very  deep  stain  upon 
his  private  character  ;  nor  were  the  circumstances  attending  it,  by 
any  means,  calculated  to  extenuate  his  guilt.  His  ancient  family^ 
however,  his  extensive  influence,  arising  from  his  large  possessions^ 
and  his  talents,  which  appear  to  have  beeit  very  considerable,  might, 
in  some  degree,  countervail  the  odium  which  he  had  incurred^  on 
account  of  his  private  vices* 

In  16H3,  on  the  discovofy  of  the  Rye.house  pTot,  ford  Grey 
fled  to  Holland ;  but  returned  with  Monmonth,  and  behaved,  as  we 
have  already  bhewn,  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner  at  the  battle  of 
Sedgemoor ;  his  conduct  in  which,  has  been  generally  attributed  to 
cowardice  ;  but  subsequent  events  induce  a  belief,  that  there  was 
in  it  a  great  mixture  of  treachery.  He  wrote  a  tract,  entitled^ 
<«  The  Secret  History  of  the  Rye.house  Plot;"  but  of  this  Secret 
Hiiiory  there  are  two  opinions :  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is 
described  by  Mr.  Hume,  as  the  most  full  and  authentic  account  of 
all  those  transactions,  and  as  being,  in  the  main,  confirmed  by  bishop 
Sprat,  and  even  by  Burnet,  as  well  as  by  the  trials  aiid  dying  con. 
fessions  of  the  conspirators  themselves ;  it  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
represented  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  an  outrage  on  common  sense,  to  call  it 
an  mutheniic  account,  because  it  was  written,  as  lord  Grey  himself 
states  in  his  letter  to  James  IL  while  the  question  of  his  lordship's 
pardon  was  yet  pending.  Lord  Rochester,  the  son  of  the  earl  of 
Clarendon,  received  sixteen  thousand  pounds  for  making  his  peace 
with  the  king. 

i  Ser  Uit  trial  of  Pord,iord  Gtty  of  Werke,  Robert  Chamoek^  Aaae  Ciiai^ 
nock,  David  Jonr«,  Frances  Joocs,  anU  Rebecca  Jones,  for  ttealiag  away  aa4 
debaachina  tue  lady  Hearietta  Berkeley,  ia  the  State  Trials,  1681. 

The  letters,  wbich  have  Iwen  published  as  liavtog  passed  between,  these 
lovers,  are  fictitious* 
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The  most  prolmble  account  of  lordGrej^s  condact  at  SedgeaMMvr 
is  to  be  found  in  the  words  of  a  contemporary  of  rank,  John,  fint 
tiscount  Lonsdale,  in  <^  A  Memoir  of  the  Reign  of  James  11." 
jprinted  by  the  liberality  of  the  present  earl  of  Lonsdale,  bat  not 
publbhcd  for  sale. 

<<  The  duke  of  Monmouth,  finding  Bristol  possessed  by  thekii^s 
forces,  returned  back  again,  and  entered  Bridgwater,  whilst  the 
king's  forces,  under  the  command  of  lord  Feyersham,  lay  encamped 
upon  Sedgemoor,  some  three  miles  distant  from  the  town,  corered 
with  a  ditch.  The  duke,  in  hopes  to  surprise  them,  issued  out  in 
the  night,  and  was  so  far  prosperous,  as  to  miss  colonel  Oglethorpe, 
who  was  gone  to  the  very  town  of  Bridgwater,  to  gain  intilligenoe. 
And  the  king's  horse,  being  quartered  at  a  little  village,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  off,  where  my  lord  Feversham  was  also,  was  said  not  to  hie 
in  all  the  readiness  that  was  necessary.  But  howcTer,  the  horse, 
under  the  conduct  of  my  lord  Grey,  did  so  little,  running  away  at 
the  Tery  first,  that  there  was  no  great  want  of  the  king's  horse  to 
opjpose  them.  The  foot,  indeed,  fought  better';  and  two  field.pieces, 
they  had,  did  some  execution.  But  the  horse  being  gone,  the  matter 
was  grown  desperate  ;  and  herein  the  duke  of  Monmouth  lost  much 
of  his  reputation  for  courage ;  for,  instead  of  dying  in  the  £eld^  as 
wai  expected,  he  left  his  men  fighting,  and  endeavoured  to  escape  in 
company  with  my  lord  Grey  ;  but  was,  within  two  days,  tAken^ 
among  some  bushes,  hid,  with  a  pocket  full  of  peas,  which  he  was 
forced  to  gather  for  food.  He  was  brought  up  to  London  ;  dined 
at  Clifford's  lodgings,  where  he  saw  the  king ;  and  both  there,  and 
by  letters,  asked  for  pardon.  What  arguments  he  had,  to  hope  it 
could  be  granted,  were  not  certain.  Within  four  days,  he  was 
executed  upon  Tower-Hlll,  sufferinjg  four,  if  not  'five  blows  of  ihe 
axe;  of  which,  though  he  seemed  fearful,  from  nty  lord  Russell's 
case,  who  had  done  so  before,  he  died  otherways  with  great  constancy. 

^^  My  lord  Grey's  conduct.  In  all  this  business,  gave  the  censorious 
world  leave  to  say,  that  he  betrayed  him/  and  that  he  triumpiied 
in  the  revenge,  for  private  injuries  reeeived  in  his&mily ;  for,  besides 
the  failure  of  the  horse,  under  his  conduct,  he,  after  their  beitig 
taken,  seemed  rather  pleased  than  fearful :  his  talk  was  of  hounds 
and  hunting  ;  and  when  the  duke,  at  Mr.  (ihifl^ncV's,'  complained 
of  a  cold  he  had  got,  he,  in  a  scoff,  told  bin,  his  uncle  had  a  care 


to  Ins  •9pHf»d  in  a  f«v  d#jB.  Thu  cpficlact,  fidded  to  ti^e  fonper 
escape '  i>pt  of  the  h^p49  of  a  oiesseoger,  in  a  hackney  coach,  made 
the  world  aln^pst  i^f^ored  (ff  irlfat  thej  suspected ;  and,  I  have  been 
informed,  that  one  major  Holmes  discerned  the  thing  so  plainly. 
that  he  told  the  duke,  three  days  before  the  battle  at  Sedgemoor, 
that  my  lord  Grey  was  certainly  either  a  coward  or  a  knave ;  that. 
If  he  would  give  him  teare,  be  would  secure  him,  without  which  he 
despaired  of  success.  The  duke  made  answer,  that  ^^  it  was  then 
too  late.'^ 

'^  Major  Holmes  was  sent  into  the  country  and  hanged,  whilst  my 
lord  Grey  had  bis  pardon,  and  became  an  evidence  against  several.'^ 
(Memoir  by  Viscount  Lonsdale,  p«  1^,  13.) 

After  the  revolution,  lord  Grey  bad  Interest  enough  to  be  created 
TiscooNT  GLiNnALS,  and  Eaal  or  Tamkebtillk,  in  1695. 
On  the  1st  of  June,  1600,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury ;  and  on  the  16th  of  NoTomber,  the  same  year,  first  lord  of 
the  treasury,  in  which  office  he  was  replaced  on  the  0th  of  December, 
1700,  by  lord  Godolphin.  He  died  June  25(h,  1701,  having  mar- 
ried lady  Mary  Berkeley,  fourth  daughter  of  George,  earl  of  Berke* 
ley,  by  whom  he  left  an  only  daughter, 

Lady  Mary  Qrey,  who  married,  in  1695,  Charles  Bennet,  lord 
Ossulston,  who,  in  consequence  of  that  mari^iage,  was  created 
Earl  of  Tankeetille,  on  October  19th,  1714.  She  died  May 
ai,  1710. 

>    Bdalph  Grey,  bis  brother,  sncciseded  at  .fourth  Loap  Gi^st  of 
^Wbekb,  but  died  wtthoMt  issue,  1704,  ^ben  the  title  became 


Ltufy  Wenlwartk. 

Harriet,  lady  Wentworth,  was  a  peeresH  in  her  own  right,  and 
davgbter  of  Thomas,  lord  Wentworth,  of  Nettlestead,  by  his  wife 
Philadelphia,  daughter  of  sir  Ferdinando  Carey.  She  succeeded 
ber  father  In  the  barony  of  Wentworth,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1664, 
and  died,  unmarried,  the. 93d  of  April,  1686,  surviving  the  duke  pf 
Monmouth  only  aboat  nine  months.  She  was  a  woman  of  an  elegant 
penon,  and  engaging  manners. 

There  is  a  whole.length  portrait  of  her  ladyship,  engraved  by 
Jl^  .Williams,  after  sir  Godfrey  Kneller. 

1  TUs  alludes  to  Us  escape,  aAef,bc  was  apprehended  for  bdi^g  i 
jtashaSieh^^Niieiliit. 
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Her  fatlier,  the  lord  Wentworth,  wts  the  eldest  son  of  ThoMi, 

earl  of  Cle? eland,  and  died  during  his  father's  life.time.  He  bcbsTed 
with  eitraordioary  bravery  against  the  parliament's  forces,  durini 
the  Cromwell  usurpation. 

LieuL'Coionel  Abraham  Holmes. 

He  was  executed  at  Ljom,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1685.  He 
was  an  old  and  gallant  officer,  who  bad  served  under  Cromwell  with 
distinguished  reputation.  He  accompanied  tht>  duke  of  Momnopth 
to  Holland,  bj  whom  he  was  made  a  major.general.  to  thv  actioD 
at  Philip's-Norton,  one  of  his  arms  watf  ^hot  to  pieces,  so  that  it 
hung  only  by  the  flesh  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  l>eing  soon  takes, 
he  was  stripped  by  the  soldiers,  and  carried  naked  l)efore  a  justios 
of  the  peace,  who  humanely  clothed  him.  His  shattered  arm  hei^g 
an  incumbrance  to  him,  he  laid  it  on  a  dresser,  and  cut  it  oflf  himself 
with  the  cook.maid's  knife.  He  was  hanged  on  tlie  very  s|iot,  wiMra 
he  landed  with  the  duke. 

Colonel  Arthur  Matthews. 

He  was  executed  at  Lyme,  with  eleven  others,  on  the  i2th  of 
September,  1085.  He  died  very  heroically,  forgiving  the  executioner 
at  his  earnest  request,  but  advising  him  to  leave  off  his  bloody  trade* 
who  replied,  that  he  was  forced  to  it  against  his  mind. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Temple. 

Dr.  Temple  came  from  Nottingham^  and,  going  to  Holland  to 
improve  himself  in  his  profession,  met  with  the  duke  of  Monnontt, 
who  engaged  him  as  his  physician  and  surgeon.  He  knew  oothiiig 
of  the  duke's  intention  of  invading  England,  till  they  had  been  some 
time  at  sea.  Tet  notwithstanding  this,  no  interest  could  save  him. 
He  therefore  resigned  himself  to  his  fate.  He  was  executed  at 
Lyme^  on  the  12th  of  September,  1686. 

•KBTCUBS  OF  JUDGE  JBFFBBYS,  COLONBL  KIEKB,  ABB 
THB  BABL  OF  FBVBBSHAM. 

Jud^e  Jeffreigs. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  name  of  Jeffreys  has  been, 
ever  since,  odious  in  the  west  of  England ;  and  continned,  whfle  the 
memory  of  his  transactions  was  fresh,  to  exdte  taidlgnation  and 
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%orror.'  It  was  &e  name  of  a  marderer,  ia  the  robes  of  the  lord 
«hief  justice,  openly  trampling  upon  the  laws  themselves.  The 
•ererities  and  cruelties,  which  he  practised,  appear  to  hare  been 
rery  agreeable  to  king  James.  Burnet  says,  «^  That  which  brought 
all  Jeffrey s's  excesses  to  be  imputed  to  the  king  himself,  and  to  the 
orders  giren  by  him,  was,  that  the  king  had  a  particular  account  of 
all  his  proceedings  ivritten  and  sent  to  him  every  day.  And  he  took 
pleasure  to  relste  them,  in  the  drawing-room,  to  foreign  ministers^ 
and  at  his  table,  calling  it  Jeffreys^ 8  Campaign  ;  speaking  of  all 
he  had  done,  in  a  style,  that  neither  became  the  majesty,  nor  the 
mercifulness  of  a  great  prince.  Dykreld,  one  of  the  ambassadors, 
whom  the  States  General  had  sent  orer,  to  congratulate  the  king  on 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  told  me,*'  says  Burnet,  <^  that  the  king 
talked  so  often  of  these  things,  in  his  hearing,  that  he  wondered  to 
see  him  break  out  into  such  indecencies." 

Jeffreys,  after  his  barbarous  expedition,  was  heard  to  boast,  with 
a  sort  of  brutish  pleasure,  ^*  that  he  had  hanged  more  men  than  all 
the  judges  of  England,  since  William  the  Conqueror;*'  a  boast,  It 
is  well  observed,  much  like  that  of  the  duke  of  Alra's,  whose  blood* 
thirstlness  seemed  to  be  infused  into  him.  Some  catholics  hare 
attempted  \x^  excttl|uite  king  James,  from  the  charge  of  authorizing 
and  approving  the  cruel  measures  of  Jeffrey8*s  tribunal,  and  have 
said,  that  he  expressed  his  Indignation  at  them  ;  ;  bot  the  fact,  as 
Bnrnet  has  stated  it,  militates  against  this  defence.  For  Jeffreys  re. 
turned  triumphantly  to  London,  and  was  received  with  open  armS| 
by  the  king ;  who  created  him  a  baron,  a  dignity,  to  which  no  judge 
had  been,  for  several  ages,  advanced,  and  which  was  generally  looked 
upon  as  inconsistent  with  the  character ;  and  soon  after,  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  kingdom,  being 
fliade  lord  chancellor,  '^  in  consideimtion  of  the  many  eminent  and 
faithful  services  he  had  rendered  the  crown,  as  well  in  the  late 

t  I  have  seen  an  old  woman,  lays  (jrranger,  (Biogr.  Hist.  vol.  iv.  p.  309.) 
who  kept  a  little  ale-bonse  in  the  West,  kindle  into  rage,  and  melt  into  pity, 
npon  rdating  the  cruelties  of  Jeffreys,  and  the  catastrophe  of  Monmouth.  I 
condndcd  that  she  canght  both  diese  passions' from  her  mother,  who/she  told 
me,  **  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  shocking  barbarities  of  those  lamentable 
tfanes."  It  is  remarkable  that  the  hite  countess  of  Ponftet  met  with  very  rude 
iasaltsftmn  the  poputaee  on  the  western  road,  only  foecanie  she  was  the  grand* 
daughter  of  the  iabuann  Jeffreys. 
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kiBf'B  tine,  u  liiice  Ui  measly*!  aoCMiMi  ta  tte  Oimic.**  Aal 
wheo  Mr.  Tutchin  afterwards  vbited  him  in  the  Tower,  1m  Uwrif 
declared,  '^  that  his  instmctions  nere  mach  noie  severe  then  ths 
esecQtioQ  of  them,  and  that,  at  his  retaro,  be  was  sBttbhed  at  coeit, 
for  being  too  mercifuU"  As  aiiich  as  these  inpetatieiis  on  the 
kiQg  may  shock  the  miod,  they  are  eaturally  resolved  into  the 
despotic  aims  which  directed  hb  government.  James  was  a  ^ran^ 
and  all  tyrants  are  cruel;  aod  it  is  a  maxim  which  cfgnlaftes  their 
coeacils,  "  That,  as  to  the  qoaotity  of  blood  it  may  cost,  tn  cne^ 
plete  their  designs,  it  oeght  not  to  be  taken  at  all  into  the  aoooaal^ 
or  considered  of  any  conseqnenoe.** '  To  sech  saegninary  eenli. 
nents  are  the  hearts  of  despots  reconciled,  nay,  famUiarixed. 

Jeffreys  was  the  sixth  son  of  John  Jeffreys,  and  Marg/sret, 
dai^hter  of  sir  Thomas  Ireland,  of  Bcnusey,  near  Warringjten* 
He  was  born  at  Acton,  near  Wrexham,  and  had  his  irst  edncatiee 
at  the  free-school  at  Shrewsbury,  from  wliich  he  was  remoTed  to 
that  of  Westminster,  He  never  had  an  aeademicai  edncatipn,  bat 
Was  placed  immediately  after  leaving  Westminster  school  in  tiif 
Inner  Temple^  whore  ho  was  chiefly  supported  by  bis  grandmother* 
fie  was  never  regniarly  called  to  the  bar.  TJbe  plagnn,  which  wuf 
then  making  ^reat  raveges  in  the  ndghboerhood  of  London,  waa 
the  means  of  first  introducing  him  into  notice  in  his  profeisioB ;  tar, 
in  1666,  he  put  on  a  barrister's  gown,  and  pleaded  at  the  &iagstnn 
■eslses,  where  few  oonnsel  chose  to  attend ;  and  from  thai  time  he 
noted  without  any  notice  lidng  taken  of  bis  obtrusion. 

In  1680,  he  was  called  to  the  d^ree  of  serjeant  at  law  ;  and,  l»eing 
the  first  on  the  roll,  was,  consequently,  the  king's  serjeant.  As  it 
is  nsual  to  present  the  king  with  a  ring  on  that  occasion,  Jeffreys,  to 
shew  hii  opinion  of  the  divine  right  of  kings,  and  Us  loveof  arbitmiy 
twwer,  toek  the  motto,  <<  A  Dao  rex,  a  w§b  lex.;"  theft  is, «  The  kmg 
from  God,  and  the  law  from  the  king."  He  was  seonafter appointed 
chief  justice  of  Chester,  and  on  the  7th  of  November,  1681,  was 
created  a  baronet.  After  this  he  rose  with  great  rapidity.  On  die 
d8th  of  September,  1683,  he  was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  court 
of  king's  bench,  and  in  October,  1685,  lord  chancellor,  and  created 

1  This  was  the  famgwMte  ef  Jeieph  IL  late  «mp«fwr  of  Qeneany,  with 
iMtrdtotheaoppKmioneftherevohitiiaitt/theNethcflaBds.  Seebiiiellnv 
to  general  Daltoo.  in  the  Analytical  Review.  f«r  Febniary».l?9Q»  p,  fSd. 
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a  peer  of  the  realm,  by  the  iiile  of  lord  Jeflreys,  hardri  of  Wem, 
til  the  cdoaty  of  Salop.  His  coiidticl  as  a  Jadge  #as  iinresirained  by 
any  principle,  being  devoted  to  the  worst  measures  of  a  bigoted 
mbharcb,  and  an  infatuated  (Soiirt. 

On  the  abdication  of  James,  Je^eyd  eiidearoutbd  to  escape  froni 
the  kingdom,  in  tiie  diisguise  of  a  sailor,  ttogeir  North,  who  waft 
contemporary  with  him,  add  who  kne^  him  personally,  has  giVctt, 
In  hfs  Life  of  the  Lord  Reejler  f^orfh,  a  parUculir  accbiinf  of  the 
manner  of  his  being  aiscoVered  and  a|;^pVeheoded  ;  and,  as  hid  accbunt 
is  somewhat  curious,  ilfc  it  frere  inserted  in  his  own  w'oVds  :^~ 

^^  It  was  common  ifor  Jeffreys  to  A^e  ftlich  Bliti'hgs^ate  laiigu&^id^ 
as  should  not  come  out  of  the  m6^th  of  aAy  man.     tie  oh  lied  it 

{**  Mnga  lick  with  ike  rough  side  of  his  tongue.  It  wad  ordinary  to 
ear  him  say,  Goyijoufilihy^  lousy ^  ni^ty  rascal ;  with  ifiuch  m6re 
of  iSk!^  efegance.  S^caVce 'a  cfay  pass^  th^'t  he  did  not  chfcfe  some 
one  or  other  of  the  bar,  wh'cft  he  ^at  in  tUe  chancers  ;  and  it  Was 
commonly  a  fecture  of  a  ^u^rter  of  ah  h6or  16ng.  A  rid  the^  u^ 
to  say,  This  is  your* s;  my  tiirii  vcitl  be  io^mofroto.  lie  seemed  to 
^ay  nothing  of  nis  ^business  to  heart,  'n6'r  care  what  he  did,  or  \eh 
undone ;  and  ftpenttb  Che  chlrrdery  c6brt  «rhkt  trnle  he  thought^ 
to  spare.  Many  times,  on  days  of  causes,  stt'hl^  house,  the  compnfny 
liaye  waited  fire  hours  in  k  morhihg ;  kiid  after  eleVen,  He  Hath  come 
'bat  in&amed,  arid  staring  Kke  one  drij^fa(!ted.  Aiid  that  visage  he 
pnt  on  when  he  animadrerted  on  such 'as  he  tdbk  ofrence  ait,  which 
made  him  a  terror  to  real  offenders,  whom  also  he  terrified  with  hia 
face  arid  toic^,  ks'if  the  thunder  of 'the  ddy'tof  jodghient  brake  over 
their  heads.  HeloVM  to  insnlt,  ahd  VF^s'bbld  without  check  ;  bat 
that  only  when  his  place  was  \ip|^ermost.  'Oito  of  these  intempe. 
ranees' Was  fatkl  to'hita.  There  w^s  a'seriTener  of  Wappiit^  brought 
to^lfearing  for  relief  against  a  bond,  '^e  contingency  of  losing  nil 
lliii^g  shewed,  the  bill  was  iB;bing  to  be  dismissed  ;  but  one  of  the 
'ptiintilff^s'counsersaldy'that'he  was' a'strdhge  fellow,  sitid  somettmoi 
W^t  to  chttreh,  Sometimes  to  coiiret^ticles ;  and  none  coald  tell 
Vhat  to  make  of  him  ;  and  it  itas  thought  he  was  a  trimmer  At 
that  the  chancellor  fired :  /i  trimmer  !  said  he,  /  have  heard 
MUth  of  thai  monstery  but  never  saze  one  Come  forth,  Mr. 
^Trimmer  ;  turnydu  roundy  and  let  us  see  your  shape;  and  itt  that 
rate  talked  so  long,  that  the  poor  fellow  was  ready  to  drop  under 
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him  ;  bat  at  last  the  bill  was  disraisied  with  costs,  and  he  went  Uf 
way.  Id  the  hall|  one  ot  his  friends  asked  him  how  be  came  oC 
Came  off?  said  he  ;  /  urn  escaped  Jrom  ifuf  Urruts  of  that  mamU 
Jace^  which  I  would  scarce  undergo  again  to  save  m^  life  ;  and  I 
ihall  certainly  have  the  frightful  impression  of  it  a»  long  as  I  Uoe. 
After  wards,  when  the  prince  of  Orange  came,  and  all  was  in  coa- 
fusion,  this  lord  chancellor,  being  very  obnoxious,  disguised  him- 
self, in  order  to  go  beyond  sea.  He  was  in  a  seaman's  garb, 
and  drinking  a  |>ot  in  a  cellar.  This  scrivtsner  came  into  the  cellsr 
after  some  of  his  clients  ;  and  his  eye  caught  that  face,  which  made 
bim  start ;  and  the  chancellor,  seeing  himself  eyed,  feigned  a  cough, 
and  turned  to  the  wall,  with  his  pot  in  his  hand.  But  Mr,  Triauner 
went  out,  and  gave  notice  that  he  was  there  ;  whereupon  the  moh 
flowed  in,  and  he  was  in  extreme  hazard  of  his  life  ;  but  tlie  lord 
mayor,  (sir  John  Chapman,)  saved  him,  and  lost  himself.  For  the 
chancellor  being  hurried  with  such  croud  and  noise  before  him,  and 
appearing  so  dismally,  not  only  disguised,  but  disordered  ;  and  thers 
haTing  been  an  amity  betwixt  them,  as  also  a  veneration  on  the  lord 
mayor's  part ;  he  had  not  spirits  to  sustain  the  shock,  but  fell  down 
in  a  swoon ;  and,  in  not  many  hours  after,  died." — Life  of  the  Lord 
Keeper  Northj  p.  210. 

Jeffreys  died  in  the  Tower,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1680,  either 
from  hard  drinking,'  or  a  broken  heart,  and  so  was  preserved  from 
the  infamy  of  a  public  execution.* 

Colonel  Kirke. 

To  the  detail  of  cruellies  already  given,  which  were  practised 
under  the  cloke  of  a  judicial  process,  must  be  added  the  military 
executions  of  colonel  Kirke,  whose  violence  and  barbarity  snrpaaaed, 
if  possible,  the  proceedings  of  Jeffreys.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
king's  army,  at  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor ;  and  three  days  after  the 
event  of  that  battle,  he  came  to  Taunton  with  a  number  of  prisoners, 
and  two  carts  full  of  wounded  men.  He  immediately  hanged  nine, 
teen  of  these,  on  the  Comhill,  by  martial  law,  their  wounds  still 
bleeding,  without  any  form  of  trial,  or  even  suffering  their  wives 

1  He  is  said  to  have  died  of  a  disease  occasioned  by  drinking  bnuidy«  ta  biH 
the  compunctions  of  a  terrified  conscience.— SiMraprf's  Amsei/oUSf  voL  li.  p.  14^ 

s  Although  dead,  he  was  excepted  in  the  act  for  the  king's  and  queen's  moax 
fcaena  and  free  pardon,  16e9i  9  William  and  Mary. 
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ud  children  to  spe«k  to  them,  or  to  soothe  their  lut  agonies  by  a 
farewell  embrace.  While  tbeeiecatloner  was  performing  the  mounr. 
fnl  duties  of  his  office,  Kirke,  with  his  characteristic  barbarity,  com* 
maoded  the  fifes  to  play,  the  trumpets  to  sound,  and  the  drums  to 
beat,  that  the  music  might  drown  the  cries  of  the  dying  fictlros,  and 
the  lami*ntations  of  their  relatifes,  and  the  populace.  The  mangled 
bodies  of  these  unfortunate  men  were,  by  his  order,  immediately 
atripped,  their  breasts  deft  asunder,  and  their  hearts,  while  warm, 
teparatefy  thrown  into  a  large  fire ;  and  as  each  was  cast  in, 
a  great  shout  was  raised,  the  executioner  saying,  <^  I  here  goes  the 
iKart  of  a  traiior.^*  When  they  were  burnt,  their  quarters  were 
boiled  in  pitch,  and  hung  up  at  all  the  cross-ways,  and  public  parts 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood.' 

He  haogod  one  man,  on  the  White  Hart  sign-post,  three  timea,  to 
try,  whether  he  woald  own  he  had  done  amiss ;  but,  when  ho 
expressed  a  resolnte  adherence  to  the  cause  in  which  he  suffered, 
and  said.  If  it  were  to  do  again,  he  wduld  engage  in  It,  Kirke 
directed  he  should  be  hung  In  chms.     When  the  rope,  with  which 

a  captain  of  W :  was  hanged,  broke,  and  gave  him  the  flatteriog 

hope  that  he  should  save  his  life,  a  ring.rope  was  taken  from  a 
market-horse,  and  the  execution  completed.  As  no  executioner 
could  be  procured  in  Somersetshire,  the  colonel  sent  to  Exeter  for 
one  belonging  to  the  county  of  Devon,  who,  in  discharging  his 
office,  was  obserred  to  Im  Bbore  his  ancles  in  human  blood. 

Dr.  Toulmin  says,  that  <^  the  name  of  liunbsj  which  colonel  Kirke 
gaTO  to  the  soldiers,  who  were  most  ready  and  actire  in  the  service, 
marked  the  pleasure,  with  which  he  saw  his  cruel  orders  executed." 
There  Is  here  some  mistake  in  Kirke's  calling  those  soldiers  ^<  lamb$^'* 
who  were  the  most  obedient  In  putting  his  cruel  orders  into  e»cn. 
tion.  The  truth  is  this :  the  second  regiment  of  foot,  of  which 
Kirke  was  colonel,  and  which  was  in  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor,  and 
marched  thence  with  him  to  Tannton,  was  formed  from  four 
rtfimeots  disbanded  at  Tangier,  where  they  had  been  in  garrison, 
and  was  called  *^  The  Tangier  Regiment."  It  bore  then,  as  it  does 
BOW,  the  derice  of  a  iamb  in  its  colours ;  and  from  this  drcnmatanoe^ 

.   2  It  appears  from  the  parish  register  of  Tkmiton  Saint  James,  that  nine  of 
thcs^  unfortnnate  persons  were  interred  m  that  churcb-yaid.   Seetheiri 
iBpage5i6. 
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and  not /rom  aaj  pardeiilar  cnit Ities  ,oi  wkich  Aatoldicff  Moagpag 
lo  it  were  Roilt j^  thej  were  called,  by  Kiake,  hh  ^^  kmb$j*^  and,  bj 
4)theiY,  ''  ilTtrirff't  /aM^#•"  But  they  weie  so  called  soype  Hmt 
lieforf*  .Ktrke*s  craelties  in  the  weat.  .When  Jeffreys  opeocid  lus 
bloodv  commission  at  Tannton,  this  r^ment  composed  his  gaaids, 
aiAi  was  cantoned  on  the  piece  of  ground  west  of  the  castle,  nlbUk 
has,  Mar  since,  been  called  Janffer,  froiatbe  name  of  this  regtaent. 
The  colonel,  one  day,  invited  Jiis  officers  to  an  eDterteiameBt, 
and,  afte*  dinner,  commanded  thirty  men  to  be  decnted,  bj  tea 
at  a  time,  while  the  ^l^ss  weat  round  in  three  healths ;  on«  to  the 
Isin/r,  the  S(*cif»nd  to  the  qncen,  and  the. third  to  judge  Jeffreys,  of 
^rtiom  news  W4s  just  then  receiTod,  that  he  was  to  try  the  rdMls. 
When,  in  the  last  agonies  of  de|)arting  life,  the  .feet  of  the  dying 
warp  obscr? ed  to  shake,  he  would  cry  out,  <<  Tiiey  shall,  Imve  muiic 
to  thrir  dancing  ;*'  and  commanded  the  trumpets  to  sound,  and  Ihe 
dramK  to  bt*at,  sarrounded  by  the  sokllers^  with  ooloun  lying/ 
«  This/'  obserres  bisliopBnrn^,  <«  was  both  sa  illegal  and  Inhiu 
.man,  that  it  might  have  been  etpccted  that  some  notiee  would  huTO 
jtieen.  taken  of  it  ;*'  wherets  Kirke  was  only  chid  for  it. 

fiat  the  most  shocking  outrage  against  all  decency,  generomty, 
nndhumanit),  with  which,,  f/  U  he  true^  tlie  character  of  esdond 
.Kirke  Js  blacki^ncd,  is  his  copdoct  to  a.  beautiful  youi|g  woman, 
.whpns,he  in  said  to.have  decoyed  to  his  embraoas,  w^h  Ihe.promiae 
of  spa  ring  4ht  life  of  a  |)crsoo ,  endeared  ta  her  by  Mood. or  aff^^oa, 
.and  to  have  conducted,  in  the  morning,  to  see  the  perBoo,  for  whom 
.the  had  made  the  sacrifice  of  her  firtne,  hai^ng  on  the  sign»post  of 
the  tnn,.where  he  had  glutted  his  brutal  lost.  Shame,  remorse,  and 
diatraction  are  said  to  haTe  seiied  the  unhappy.  Injured  fiur  one, 
.  and  she  died  within  a  few  days. 

Dr.  (Tpulmin  cautions  his  readers,  by. observing,  that, this  hyurrid 
.  fact  is  related  in  a  manner,  that  intimates  somq  doubt.  ^  its  cr^i« 
^  Mlity.  The  truth  of  it,  at  the  time,  he  wrote,  was  doubted,  and 
.  discussed  in  a. periodical  work  of  that  day.*  On  the  one  hand,  .it  is 
.  alleged  against  the  reality  of  it,  that  there  is  a.  disagreement  in  the 
.  aiHdance.'  One  writer  says,  thatthe  young  woman  ylddad  ha^f  .to 

1  Wesleni  Martyrology,  p.  fil6.  Bishop  Bnnstfs  History  of  his  owa  Tinm, 
^Lii.p.SSi. 
s  OcBteBan*B  Mag.  lifay,  1789,  p.  498,  mid  Feb.  1790,  p.  10*. 
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fcit'Ws  dMim,  for  ihe  sake  of  her  haftband,  another  for  ber  father, 

and  a  ihfrd  for  her  brother ;  and  though  jealousy  might  hare  urged 

the  eiecotion  of  a  husband,  yet,  In  case  the  person  were  a  father 

or  a  brother,  it  ts  not  to  be  conceived  what  end  his  death  would  have 

answernl ;  that  it  is  incredible,  that  a  man  who  could  hare  com. 

mltted  stich  an  inhuman  action,  «nch  a  wanton  barbarity,  could 

afterwards  hmre  been  consultedwith  the  Sidneys  and  theCaTendishes, 

on  the  plan  for  the  rerolution  ;  or  that  the  glorious  William  could 

have  ttrmed  such  a  wretch  in*  the  came  of  Liberty  :  that  the  original 

^tory,  #bieh  party  Tirulence  applied  to  Kirke,  may  be  found,  if  not 

in  Shakespeare's  Measure  for  Measure,  yet  in  No.  491,  of  the 

Bpeetator ;  where  we  are  told,  that  the  duke  of  Burgundy  executed 

nbynsault,  governor  of  Zealand,  for  havhtg  abused  the  credulity 

of  fSapphira,  the  wife  of  Pisnl  Danvelt,  under  the  idea  of  pardoning 

ft  tnpposed  crime  of  her  husband's,  and  then,  deviating  from  the 

tertis  of  the  agreement,  set  up  false  witnesses  against  him,  tint 

procured  his  ezecntion ;  or'  that  the  Roman  history  furnishes  the 

prototype  of  Kirke,  in  a  ridi  cititen,  who  redeemed  a  debtor  to  tlie 

Roman  treasvry,  condemned  to  be  hanged,  A.  D.  340,  on  the 

ignoble  terms  of  abusing  his  1>ed,  and  afterwards  deceived  him. 

To  these  arguments  Itmay  be  added,  that  wHters  who  are  by  no 

means  disposed  to  be  partial  or  favourable  to  the  reputation  of 

colonel  Hi'rke,  as  bishop  Burnet,  the  author  o(  the  Western  Mar. 

tyrology,  and  Oldmizon,  bring  no  such  charge  against  hhn ;  and 

that  afterwards,  the  people  of  Taunton,  in  commemoration  of  his 

relief  lag  Londonderry,  when  brsieged  by  James  II.  in  1689,  de. 

voted  an  evening  to  the  drinking  of  his  health  in  public,  the  expenses 

of  which  may  be  now  seen  in  an  old  chnrch.lxmk. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is,  and  may  be  argued,  that  it  is  immaterhil 
what  relation  the  person,  who  suffered,  bore  io  the  deluded  female ; 
Und  that  a  variation  in  the  account  might  easily  take  place,  though 
the  general  fact  was  nndenlkble :  that  as  to  the  pnrposes  which  ihe 
eieCtttioo  could  serve,'  the  whole  conduct  of  Kirke  shews,  that  he 
was  not  governed  by  reasons  of  equity,  propriety,  or  utility ;  but 
harried  on  by  cruelty  and  revenge,  the  insolence  of  power,  and  the 
view  of  eoxnt-  faronr,  whetted  by  the  dreceat  victory  over  j«p«lod 
rebels :  that  it  is  not  clear,  that  he  «pa#  conmM^d  en  'the  plan  4lt 
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ike  rerolaUoB ;  or,  if  he  were,  hit  attachment  to 
and  hit  resolution  and  ebilitieiy  as  an  officer,  wonld  be  ooniidand, 
ai  entitling  him  to  confidence  and  employment ;  etpeclalljr,  when 
prirate  t irtae  it  not,  generally,  the  rnle  of  tute  measares,  nor  the 
ground  of  preferments,  civil  or  military ;  that  the  reseasblance 
between  this  and  other  stories,  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  is  no 
proof,  that  the  former  was  borrowed  from  the  latter,  for  simSsr 
pnssiont  will,  in  different  ages  and  countries,  produce  similar  effects; 
and  the  allowed  troth  of  such  stories  renders  this  more  credible, 
because  they  shew,  that,  disgraceful  and  shocking  to  humaa  natnie 
as  are  such  instances  of  cruelty  and  barbarity,  yet  man  is  capahls 
of  such  actions :  that  it  is  very  improbable  that  the  charge  against 
Kirke  could  be  borrowed  from  the  fact  in  the  Roman  history^  m 
the  author  of  St.  Augustine,  in  whom  it  is  found,  is  not  commonly 
known ;  and  u  to  the  fact  in  the  Spectator,  this  impeachment  of 
colonel  Rirke  could  not  be  derived  from  lAol,  for  it  is  conveyed  in 
Pomfret's  poem  of  ^^  Cruelty  and  Lust,*'  written  years  before,  the 
author  uf  which  died  in  1702,  whereas  the  Spectator  was  not  pub- 
lished till  I7U:  that,  besides  this,  the  historians,  Kenoet  and 
Echard,  related  this  deed  of  Kirke's,  before  the  appearance  of  that 
paper  ;  who  would  not  haTe  asserted  such  a  circumstance,  without 
some  authority ;  or,  if  they  had  done  so,  wonld  certainly  huTe  been 
refuted  by  the  other  party  at  the  Tery  time.  To  these  argumants 
it  should  be  added,  that  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  there  has  preTalled 
an  unsuspecting  tradition  of  it.  And  the  celebration  of  Kirke's 
conduct  at  Londonderry,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton,  goes  no 
more  to  prove  his  innocence  in  this,  than  in  other  instances,  where 
his  chsracter,  undoubtedly,  lies  under  a  stigma.  Nothing  isuEiore 
fluctuating  than  popular  resentment  or  applause,  and  present  jov 
obliterates,  for  a  time,  the  remembrance  of  past  injuries.  Dr. 
Toulmin  concludes  by  saying,  that  he  has  here  endeavoured  to 
state  the  evidence,  relative  to  tliis  horrid  action,  fully  and  impar. 
tially ;  and  will  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  draw  the  conclusion  for 

]  When  Klrke  wan  tampered  with,  in  tke  reign  of  king  James,  to  cmbxace 
popery,  be  replied ;  "  that  he  was  already  pre-eDgaged,  having  promised  tike 
emperor  of  Moroceo,  when  In  'nmgier,  that,  if  ever  he  dnuagcd  hb  ttStekm, 
he  would  torn  Blahometan." 
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biaiBelf.  Should  he  judge,  that  Kirke  was  guilty  of  the  charge  with 
which  his  name  is  repVoached,  it  may  still  be  supposed,  that  the 
matter  was  exaggerated.  It  might  hare  been  out  of  his  powerto  have 
saved  the  life,  which  he  actually  intended  to  have  preserved  ;  and 
his  conducting  the  unhappy  damsel  to  the  window,  at  that  critical 
moment,  might  probably  be  the  mere  effect  of  accident. 

<  The  discrepancies  which  are  met  with  in  different  anthors,  in  their 
relation  of  this  story,  both  as  to  place  and  person,  render  its  authen. 
ticity  exceedingly  doubtful.  The  scene  of  action,  says  one,  was 
probably  at  Exeter ;  but,  says  another,  it  is  more  likely  that  it 
was  at  Taunton.  Tradition  states,  says  one,  that  the  lady  was 
Miss  Lucas ;  but,  says  another,  it  is  probable  that  it  was  not  Miss 
Lucas,  and  if  it  was  not  her,  it  could  not  possibly  be  Miss  Hewliog.' 
A  writer  in  the  Sherborne  Weekly  Miscellany,  for  December,  1782, 
has  the  following  remarks  upon  this  story  : — 

*^  Perhaps  Pomfret,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  poems,  related  the 
transaction  as  perpetrated  at  Exeter ^  on  account  of  Kirke's  having 
fought  so  heroically  for  king  William,  at  Londonderry.  But  whether 
so  or  not,  most  authors,  who  have  written  on  this  subject,  agree  with 
regard  to  the  fact ;  and  some  of  them  have  laid  the  scene  of  action 
at  the  White  Hart  inn,  in  Taunton.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from 
the  traditional  accounts,  preserved  by  some  of  the  old  inhabitants  oi 
that  town,  that  it  musthave  been  a  Miss  Lucas,  whose  credulity  was 
abused  by  Kirke,  under  the  idea  of  preserving  the  life  of  her  father, 
he  being  hung  by  order  of  the  savage  general,  under  martial  law, 
some  time  before  the  commission  for  trying  the  western  rebels  was 
Issued.  But,  if  it  was  not  Miss  Lucas,  it  could  not  be  Miss  Hew. 
ling,  because  her  brothers,  Benjamin  and  William,  suffered  under  a 
judicial  sentence,  and  it  was  therefore  out  of  the  power  of  Kirke  to 
pardon  them  in  the  capacity  of  a  general." 

^  A  few  years  after  Dr.  Toulmin  had  published  the  first  edition  of 
this  work,  the  following  letter  was  printed  in  one  of  the  London 
newspapers.*  The  original  is  therein  said  to  have  been  fctuiid  among 
the  papers  of  the  late  Dr.  Smollett,  author  of  the  H  istory  of  England, 

1  What  has  been  rehited  by  seveial  writers,  of  the  illtrcatmeot  of  the  sister 
of  the  two  Hewiiogs,  is  contradicted  by  Mr.  Hewlinf  Liuon,  in  the  third 
volume  of  *'  Letters  by  John  Hashes,  esq.  and  other  eminent  persons,  de» 
ceased,"  published  by  Mr.  Duncombe.    Grmigtr's  Biogr.  Hist.  voL  iv.  p.  S^U 

f  The  **  Sun,"  London  daily  paper,  Saturday,  September  3d,  1706. 

N  n 
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sod  waS)  in  tbtt  yetr  1796,  in  the  posicsaion  of  a  physidao,  at  WiU 
laingtoii,  ia  North  America.  This  letter  throws  now  light  on  tha 
al)OYe.ttentioiied  sahjc^t,  and  aacalpates  colonel  Kiiko  from  that 
dreadful  odium,  with  which  history  has  tranimitted  his  name  to 
posterity.  For  the  honour  of  human  nature,  and  the  BiitUiii  militaiy 
character,  it  is  devoutly  hoped,  that  the  story  related  by  the  writer 
may  be  trae.  The  letter  purports  to  be  written  by  a  Mr.  John 
Merrill,  to  some  person  whose  name  does  not  appear,  for  the  pnr. 
po»e  of  being  laid  before  Dr.  Smollett,  and  is  dated  from  Pofamd. 
street,  London,  the  12th  of  March,  1750.     It  is  as  follows  :-^ 

<^  Sir, — ^The  anecdote  I  told  yon  I  was  desirous  to  convey  to 
Dr.  Smollett,  was  what  you  will  find  here  below,  in  order  to  coofnte 
a  Tile  and  horrible  story,  falsely  told  of  general  Kirke.  This  sloiy 
chiefly  gained  ground  by  a  poem  of  Pomfret's,  called  CrueU^  mid 
Lusty  and  which  is  printed  with  his  other  works  of  that  aort,  and 
from  thence  has  crept  into  those  of  writers  of  history,  memoira,  ftc 

^'  After  the  Monmouth  rebellion  was  subdued,  an  order  caaae 
from  court  to  Kirke,  then  general  of  the  troops  in  the  west,  to 
take  oat  of  the  gaols  twenty  of  the  rebels,  and  have  them  execoted 
by  martial  law.  It  is  true,  this  was  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  but  those  were  not  then  much  regarded,  when  they  stood  in 
the  way  of  those  who  were  in  power.  Accordingly  twenty  of  these 
rebels  were  taken  out  of  the  gaols,  to  be  ezeo^ted  on  a  market-day, 
in  (i  think)  the  town  of  Taunton,  in  Somersetshire ;  but  I  am  not 
positively  sure  that  was  the  town,  though  I  am  in  my  own  mind 
pretty  strongly  persuaded  it  was. 

<^  There  being  at  that  time  a  notion  of  a  woman  going  in  white^ 
to  beg  publicly  the  life  of  a  condemned  person,  the  morning  of  tfie 
etecution,  some  of  the  relations  of  one  of  them,  thinking  of  this, 
obtained  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Rowe,  (a  lady  of  great  and  most 
amiable  character,  and  for  which  she  was  deservedly  famous  all 
over  the  west,)  to  go  in  white,  and  beg  the  life  of  this  person  from 
the  general,  who,  with  several  of  his  officers,  was  standing  in  a  bal. 
cony  to  see  the  execution. 

'^  She  went  to  him  when  the  criminals  were  on  the  cart,  and 
already  tied  up  to  the  gallows,  and  begged  the  life  of  the  person 
above-mentioned.  Kirke  turned  about  to  one  Bosh,  a  lieutenant^ 
who  stood  by  him^  and  who  was  remarkable  for  being  the  most 
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ttnpid  fellow  in  the  regimeat,  and  said,  io  his  short  bluff  waj, 
^^  6oy  and  bid  the  executioner  cut  him  from  the  gallows  ;"  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  Bush,  who  stood  close  to  him,  heard  who  Mrs. 
Eliiabeth  Rowe  had  beggf*d  off.  But  he  was  mistaken  ;  for  that 
stupid  fellow,  Bush,  not  only  had  not  attendt^  to  the  name  of  the 
person  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Rowe  had  interceded  fur,  but  OTen  did  not 
think  to  ask  it,  but  went  to  the  executioner,  and  said,  ^^  You  must 
cut  him  down.'*  The  executioner  replied,  ^^  Cut  him  down  !  which 
him 9  for  there  are  twenty,"  Now  it  happened,  that  the  man,  who 
had  been  begged  off,  l)eing  attentive  to  bis  prayers,  had  not  attended 
to  any  thing  which  had  passed,  so  took  no  notice  of  what  Bush  said; 
but  another  of  the  criminals,  who  was  minding  sorofihing  else 
besides  his  prayers,  seeing  a  lady  in  white,  in  the  balcony,  with  the 
general,  and  hearing  a  talk  of  cutting  down,  smelUd  out  the  thing, 
and  told  Bush,  that  he  was  the  person  the  lady  had  iM-gged  off.  Bush 
wisely  took  his  word,  and,  turning  to  the  ejkecutioner,  said,  ^^  This 
is  the  man.'*  Upon  this,  the  executioner  cut  the  rope,  and  imme. 
diately  the  man  jumped  out  of  the  cart,  and  went  away.  Soon  after, 
the  signal  was  gi?en  for  the  cart  to  drire  away,  and  the  man,  who 
was  really  begged  off,  was  hanged,  the  truth  being  found  out  too  late* 

<<  This  account  I  had  more  than  once  from  Mr.  Martin  Killigrew, 
who  was  at  that  time  an  officer  in  general  Kirke's  regiment,  and 
was  upon  the  spot  when  the  thing  happened.  This  1  can  testify, 
as  will,  i  dare  say,  if  applied  to,  Mr.  BaTenail,  nephew  to  the  said 
Mr.  Killigrew,  whose  name  was  Lister,  but  he  changed  it  to 
Killigrew,  upon  marrying  one  of  sir  Petef  Killigrew's  daughters, 
which  daughter  of  sir  Peter  Killigrew's  was  sister  to  my  wife's 
grandmother.  I  remember  1  asked  Mr.  Killigrew,  if  he  knew  of 
anj  thing  Telating  to  this  affair  he  had  not  mentioned,  which  might 
hate  giten  rise  to  this  report.  He  said  he  knew  of  none  but  the 
Tiolent  and  universal  hatred,  which  prevailed  all  over  the  west 
country  against  Kirke,  and  that  outrageous  p:issionate  behavionr, 
which  was  so  habitual  to  him,  that  it  was  become  even  his  constant 
one,  though  it  very  seldom  went  beyond  words. 

'^  i  have  sent  this  to  yoo,  to  communicate  to  Dr.  Smollett;  for  as 
I  kM>k  upon  It  to  be  the  primary  duty  of  an  historian  to  convey 
to  posterity  the  exact  truth  of  things  without  partiality,  and  to  do 
justice  to  the  character  of  men,  especially  when  they  'have  been 
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fftlsely  and  injariously  represented;  so  I  look  upon  U  to  lie  tbe 
iadispensable  dutj  of  eYery  tnan,  as  far  as  lies  Id  his  power,  to 
famish  historians  with  those  lights,  which  will  enable  them  to  doit 
And  in  tliis  instance,  f  have  no  other  motive,  than  that  of  assistiag 
tlie  aboTe-named  gentleman  in  conreying  tmthto  mankind,  and  doing 
justice  to  one,  who,  however  faulty  or  crimtoalln tither  respects, is 
in  this  an  innocent  and  injured  man. 

^^  The  inaccuracy,  and  all  other  faults  of  this  letter,  I  must  desire 
you  and  Br.  Smollett  to  excuse,  as  the  best  style  and  manner  I 
could  make  use  of  would  be  unworthy  Dr.  Smollett,  or  any  other 
historian,  and  my  only  purpose  is  to  convey  to  him  the  plain  vattter 
of  fact,  together  with  my  proof,  which  he  will  make  use  of  in  the 
•manner  he  thinks  proper.  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  MERRILL." 


^  There  is  very  little  known  respecting  Kirk«,  except  the  tale  of 
his  barbarities  in  the  west  of  Bngland.  Echard  and  Hame  call 
him  -^^  a  bold  and  loose  soldier 'of  fortune,"  who  had  long  served  at 
Tangier,  of  which  place  he'was  governor,  and  had  contracted,  fron 
his  intercourse  with  the  Moors,  an  inhumanity  in  military  afiairs, 
not  known  or  practised  in  European  countries. 

'  At  the  revolution,  ho  deserted  his  old  master,  James  II.  and  was 
employed  in  the  service  of  William.  The  latter  monarch,  three  days 
after  he  landed  in  this  country,  appointed  Kirke  a  roajor.^nera], 
and  in  1689,  sent  him  with  a  body  of  troops  to  relieve  Londonderry, 
tiien  besieged  by  James,  and  a  French  Ibrce  under  general  Rosene, 
which  Kirke  with  some  difficulty  effected. 

^  In  1690,  while  William's  army  was  encamped  at  Carrick,  geoe. 
ral  Kirke  was  ordered  to  Waterford ;  the  garrison  of  which,  con. 
sisting  of  two  regiments,  capitulated,  upon  condition  of  marbling 
out  with  thejr  arms  and  ba^age. 

<  It  is  probable  that  Kirke  died  in  1691,  as  on  the  18th  of  December 
in  that  year,  he  was  succeeded,  in  the  command  of  the  Sd  regiment 
of  foot,  by  colonel  William  Selwyn.  He  married  the  lady  Maiy 
Howard,  eldest  daughter  of  George,  fourth  earl  of  Suffolk.  Tteio 
Is  not  known  to  be  any  portrait  of  him  extant. 
<  When  he  was  afterwards  upbraided  with  his  cmeltievby  qoIomI 
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Fottlkes,  who  was  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  afterwards 
eommanded  a  regiment  in  king  William's  service,  he  declared,  that 
he  did  nothing,  bat  by  an  express  order  from  the  king  and  hisgeneral ; 
and  protested^  that  his  commission  went  farther ;  and  that  he  had 
put  a  restraint  upon  the  power  and  instructions  that  were  given  him*' 
Though  it  should  not  be  ascribed  te  his  humanitj^  but  his  avarice, 
kis  certain,  that  many  persons  escaped  by  his  pretended  pardons, 
which  he  sold  for  twenty,,  thirty,  and  forty  pounds  apiece.  Th^ 
were  not  yalid  in  law,  yet  they  afforded  those  who  purchased  them 
time  to  settle  their  affairs,  and  retire  to  Holland  aod  other-  places  of 
shelter. 

'  Kirke's  ordinary  behaTiour  was  exceedingly  passionate;  and 
whep  his  regiment  was  out  on  a  field-day,,  he  would  curse,  swear,- 
and  threaten  in  the  most  outrageous  manner.   This  behaviour  was 
habitual  to  him,  though  it  seldom  wen^  beyend  words. 
His  military  promotions  were^ 

Colonel  of  the  4th  foot,  N^v.  27,  1680. 

Colonel  of  the  2d  foot,  the  Tangier  regiment,  Sept,  19,  1682.- 

Brigadier.general,  May  11th,  1685^^ 

Major-general,  November  8th,  1688, 

Lieutenant-general,  December  22d,  1690. 

Governor  of  Tangier.. 

Earl  of  Feversham. 
^Lewls  de  Duras,  earl  of  Feversham,  was  a  native  of  France.  He' 
was  the  son  of  the  duke  de  Duras,  and  brother  to  the  last  duke  of 
that  name,  as  also  to  the  duke  de  Lorge.  His  mother  was  sister  to 
the  great  Turenne,  of  the  princely  house  of  Bouillon.  After  the 
restoration,  he  came  to  England,  was  naturalized  by  act  of  parlia. 
meDt,'and  behaved  with  great  gallantry  in  the  sea-fight  with  the 
Dutch,  in  1666.  When  he  first  came  to  England,  he  bore  the  name 
of  Dnrfort,  and  the  title  of  marquis  de  Blanqnefort.  On  the  19th 
of  January,  1672,  he  was  created  baron  Duras,  of  Holdenby,  in  the 
county  of  Northampton ;  and  having  married  Mary,  the  eldest 
daughter  and  coheir  of  sir  George  Sondes,  of  Lees-court,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  who  had  been  created  earl  of  Feversham,  the  same 
title  was  limited  to  him,  and  he  succeeded  to  it  on  the  death  of  his 

1  History  of  William  lU.  voL  1.  p.  170.    Oldmixon's  History  of  the  Stuarts^ 
p.  705. 
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fadier«{ii.law,  id  1677.  Besides  tliese  honours,  king  Cliule* 
appointed  him  to  the  command  of  tlie  third  troop  of  horse-goardSy 
afterwards  promoted  him  to  the  second,  and  then  to  the  first*  Upon 
htng  James's  accession,  he  was  admitted  into  the  privy  council,  and 
was,  as  we  hare  already  seen,  commander-in.cblef  of  the  fcn-ccs  sent 
againsi  the  duke  of  Monmonth.  When  James  wan  alanned  witii 
the  prince  of  Orange's  design  to  invade  the  Itingdom,  he  made  tin 
earl  of  Feversham  general  of  the  army  ;  which  he  afterwards  took 
care  to  disband,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  prevent  its  revolting 
to  the  prince.  He  was,  for  this,  and  some  other  matters  laid  to  his 
charge,  confined,  for  a  short  time,  in  Windsor  castle.  He  was  a 
man  of  supple  and  insinuating  character,  and  paid  great  attendance 
at  court,  in  the  reigns  of  James  II.  and  William  III.  In  1670,  lie 
was  appointed  master  of  the  horse  to  Catharine,  queen  of  Cliarles  II. 
and  afterwards  lord  chamberlain  to  lier  majesty;  and  after  she  retired 
to  Portugal,  he  had  the  management  of  her  afiairs,  from  which  cir. 
cumstance  he  acquired  the  nickname  of  *^  Ring  Dowager.'*  He  iras 
master  of  the  Royal  College  of  St.  Catharine's,  near  the  Tower.  He 
died  on  the  8th  of  April,  1709,  aged  6S,  and  was  buried  in  theSavc^, 
in  the  Strand,  London,  bnt  removed,  March  91st,  1740,  to  West. 
minster-abbey. 

<  There  are  two  engraved  portraits  of  the  earl  of  Fetersham: 

1.  Mezxotinto,  by  J,  Becket,  after  J.  Riley. 

%  In  Grammont's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  by  E.  ScriTen,  after  J.  ROey« 


The  evil  consequences  of  the  defeat  of  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  did  not  terminate  with  the  severities  of 
colonel  Kirke  in  his  military  capacity*  or  of  Jeffreys 
in  his  judicial  office ;  but  were  deeply  felt  in  the  sub- 
sequent measures,  which  the  king  afterwards  pursued, 
who  now  thouirht  himself  at  liberty  to  act  without 
control.  It  afforded  him  a  pretepce  to  increase  the 
number  of  his  standing  forces,  pleading  that  the 
militia  was  not  to  be  depended  on,  and  that  he  had 
suffered  in  his  reputation,  by  being  so  miserably 
unprovided  against  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  wretched 
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mttempt/  He  violated  the  test  law,  by  retaining  in 
bki  army,  agfainst  the  remonstrance  of  the  parliamentt 
unqualified  popish  officers.  He  dissolved  his  par* 
Itaaient  in  resentment,  and  displayed^without  disguise, 
hb  unbounded  zeal  for  popery.  1  n  violation  of  the  laws, 
a  Roman  prelate  publicly  made  his  entry  into  London, 
in  the  character  of  the  pope*s  nuncio ;  and  the  duke  of 
Somerset  was  disgraced  for  not  paying  him  that  respect 
which  the  laws  had  made  criminal/  In  like  opposition 
and  contempt  of  those  laws,  the  earl  of  Castlemaine 
was  despatched  to  Rome,  with  the  train  and  pomp  of 
ambassador  extraordinary  ;  with  instructions  to  recon<* 
cile  the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
to  the  holy  see,  from  which  they  bad,  for  more  than  an 
age,  fallen  off  by  heresy.  Though,  from  deep  policy, 
the  court  of  Rome  gave  him  but  a  cold  reception,  yet 
the  Jesuits  entertained  him  with  the  greatest  magnifi- 
cence, and  employed  sculpture,  painting,  poetry,  and 
rhetoric,  to  testify  their  respect  for  him  and  his  royal 
master.  ^ 

In  prosecution  of  this  design,  James  arrogated  to 
kimself  a  power  to  dispense  with  the  laws.  The 
doctrine  advanced  in  the  courts  of  justice,  by  his 
authority,  was,  that  his  declaration  ought  to  be  obeyed, 

'  Secret  History  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  p.  19^ 
^  This  noblemao,  bekig  first  lord  of  the  bed-chamber  ia  waiting, 
was  eipected  to  assist  in  the  ceremony  of  the  iiancio*s  entry ;  but 
he  told  the  Ung,  he  could  not  serre  upon  this  occastoci,  being 
assured,  it  was  contrary  to  law.  The  king  asked  him,  if  he  did  not 
know,  that  be  was  aboTe  the  law.  The  other  replied,  if  the  king 
were^  he  himself  was  not  aboTe  the  law ;  for  which  he  was  dismisied 
from  all  his  employments.    Reresby's  Memoirs,  as  quoted  bf 
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if  the  king  had  been  a  Tark  or  a  Jew ;  and  that,  thoagh 
any  man  might  petition  in  his  private  affairs,  yet,  to 
petition  about  government  was  a  libel,  and  of  bad  con- 
sequence/ But  he  not  only  assumed,  but  acted  by  this 
dispensing  power.  The  force  of  various  acts  of  par- 
liament, and  the  statutes  of  the  university  of  Oxford, 
were  set  aside  by  a  dispensation,  granted  in  May, 
J  686,  to  the  master  and  fellows  of  University  college, 
to  absent  themselves  from  the  religious  service  of  the 
church  of  England ;  to  another  member  of  the  univer- 
sity, to  release  him  from  any  duties  enjoined  by  the  act 
of  uniformity,  or  other  acts ;  and  to  John  Massey,  M.  A. 
fellow  of  Merton  college,  to  enjoy  the  deanery  of 
Christ-church,  without  being  obliged  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  without  any  test  or 
sacrament,  without  any  declaration  or  subscription 
with  respect  to  religion,  or  performing  any  acts  in 
conformity  to  the  discipline  and  liturgy  of  the  church 
of  England.  To  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
these  stretches  of  prerogative,  and  to  diffuse  principles 
of  slavery  and  despotism,  Mr.  Obadiah  Walker  had 
a  licence,  for  twenty-one  years,  to  print  and  sell,  not 
exceeding  in  one  year  twenty  thousand  copies,  of 
various  books,  in  favour  of  the  hierarchy,  doctrines, 
services,  and  practices,  of  the  church  of  Rome.^ 

In  correspondence  with  these  measures,  and  to  bear 
down  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  realm,  a  new 
court  of  inquisition  was  erected,  under  the  name  of  a 
commission  for  ecclesiastical  affairs.  This  commission 

'  Justice  Allibon's  Chai^^e  at  the  assises  at  Croydon.  Collectanea 
Cnriosa,  ?ol.  it.  No.  6,  p.  397. 

*  Collectanea  Cnriosa,  rol.  i.  No.  34— -37. 
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was  repugnant  to  an  express  act  of  parliament ;  and 
thoaghi  somewhat  to  save  appearances,  some  bishops 
of  the  church  of  England  were  named  commissioners, 
who  declined  acting,  Roman  catholics  were  invested 
with  that  authority,  and  made  judges  of  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  a  protestant  church*  The  proceedings 
of  these  commissioners  soon  manifested  the  design  and 
object  of  their  power.  Dr.  Compton,  bishop  of  LondoQ, 
was  suspended  by  this  court,  because  he  had  not 
suspended  Dr.  Sharpe,  who  had  incurred  the  king*]!; 
displeasure,  by  preaching  against  the  corruptions  of 
popery.  The  next,  who  felt  the  tyranny  of  this 
ecclesiastical  commission,  were  the  new  president  and 
fellows  of  Magdalen  college,  in  Oxford ;  who  likewise 
were  suspended,  and  declared  incapable  of  any  eccle- 
siastical benefice  or  promotion,  because  they  had 
opposed  the  king's  mandate,  appointing  them  to  elect, 
as  president,  one  Farmer,  a  man  of  bad  character,  and 
who  had  promised  to  declare  himself  a  papist;  though 
such  an  election  would  have  been  a  violation  of  the 
statutes  of  the  founder,  and  involved  them  in  the  guilt 
of  perjury. 

But  no  measure  of  king  James  gave  so  great  an 
alarm,  as  the  imprisonment  and  trial  of  the  seven 
bishops,  who  refused  to  read  his  second  declaration 
for  liberty  of  conscience ;  which,  besides  proceeding 
with  the  former,  on  the  ground  of  the  royal  power,  to 
dispense  with  the  laws,  was  drawn  up  in  a  higher  strain, 
and  chiefly  included  papists.'  After  this,  no  doubt 
could  remain  what  were  the  designs  of  the  king.  In 
fact,  a  systematical  scheme  of  despotism  was  forinedy 

■  Wdwood'0  Memoin,  p.  197— »3« 
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and  a  model  of  government,  for  the  direction  of  die 
king,  was  drawn  up,  and  presented  to  him,  by  a  jesoit. 
The  great  outlines  of  the  plan  were,  to  establish  a 
council  of  reformation,  to  act  on  the  principles  of  the 
inquisition — to  subject  the  civil  powers  to  the  ecclesi- 
astical—rto  appoint  new  modes  of  choosing  parliaments^ 
particularly  by  giving  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  a 
negative  voice  to  set  aside  the  election  of  a  knight  of 
the  shire — to  make  it  treason,  when  the  Roman  catholic 
faith  was  once  settled,  to  propose  a  change  of  it — ^and 
to  observe  new  methods  in  the  leasing  of  lands,  dis- 
posing of  children,  and  ordering  of  servants — to  keep 
low  those  who  were  so/ 

This  detail  shews  how  nearly  the  ardour  of  king 
James,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  favourite  projects^ 
encouraged  by  the  defeat  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth, 
had  precipitated  the  nation  into  ruin,  and  riveted  on 
it  the  chains  of  popery  and  slavery.  It  shews  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  the  Rbvolution  effected 
by  William  III.  **  If  James  II.  had  gone  on  without 
control,  words  would  not  easily  be  able  to  exprefts  the 
miseries  into  which  we  should  have  fallen."  Bat  the 
RBVOI.VTTON  disarmed  despoiismt  and  put  popery  to 
flight.  In  religion  it  gave  toleration ;  to  our  political 
constitution  it  secured  freedom.  It  assigned  to  die 
prerogative  of  the  crown  its  limits ;  and  it  defined  the 
rights  of  the  people.  It  put  the  sceptre  into  the  band 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  a^ree  gift  of  the  nation ; 
and  it  bound  him,  by  the  most  sacred  ties,  to  hold  it  as 
a  irusL  *^  To  the  revohftion  this  nation  owes  a  hun- 
dred years  of  liberty  and  prosperity  j  and  if  we  do  not 

'  Gee'ft  Jesuit's  Memorial. 
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forg^et  the  ''  Lord  which  broug^ht  us  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  from  the  hoase  of  bondage,*'  it  may 
prolong  the  blessings  to  a  hundred  more/^' 

It  was  an  event  which  diffused  joy  and  gladness 
through  the  kin;>^cIom,  and  called  forth  the  warmest 
expressions  of  gratitude  to  Providence.  No  town, 
no  place,  exceeded  in  ardour  and  gladness,  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  inhabitants  of  Taunton.  Severely  had  they 
suffered  under  the  rod  of  oppression.  They  flocked, 
in  numbers,  to  the  standard  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
and  vied  with  their  countrymen,  in  their  generous 
exertions  to  support  his  throne.  The  estimate  they 
delivered  in  of  the  value  of  their  estates  has  entailed^ 
as  will  be  seen  in  another  chapter,  a  tand'tax,  which 
is  much  higher  than  is  paid  in  most  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. But,  burthensome  and  unequal  as  it  is,  this 
very  circumstance  teaches  an  useful  lesson :  it  sliould 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  present,  and  future  gene- 
rations, a  conviction'of  the  great  importance,  in  which 
their  ancestors  regarded  the  revolution.  *^  The  6m>- 
RiotJS  Revolution  should  be  perpetually  recalled 
to  their  remembrance,  and  the  immortal  decree  of 
the  convention  parliament  continually  impressed  upon 
their  minds,  as  the  great  fundamental  law  of  the  con- 
gtitntion."^ 

With  this  illustrious  sera,  in  the  civil  history  of 
Great  Britain,  we  close  that  of  Taunton ;  only  adding, 
that  there  has  ever  since  been,  in  this  town,  a  large 
party  attached  to  the  pr'mciples  of  the  revolution; 
and  that  from  this  town  there  was  sent  up  an  address 

'  Sir  Brooke  Boothby's  excellent  Letter  to  Mr.  Barke,  p.  109. 
*  Sir  Brooke  Boothby'i  Letter,  p.  103. 
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(a  copy  of  which  is  given  below')  fi-om  the  justices  of 
the  peace  and  grand  jury,  animated  with  the  spirit  of 

■  Somerset.  To  the  KING'S  Most  Ezcelleot  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Jnstices  of  the  Peaoe,  Grand  Jarj,  and 

other  GeatlemeDy  at  the  General  Quarter^Sessions  of  the  Peaot, 

held  at  Taunton^  the  4th  day  of  October,  1715. 
Ma^  it  please  your  Majesty y 

Among  all  the  seasonable  promises  and  engagements  of  your  faith, 
fal  subjects,  suffer  us,  of  the  county  of  Somerset j  to  approach  you 
with  assurances,  that  you  have  there  also  a  people,  as  warmly  de^ 
▼oted  to  your  serrice,  as  the  moat  aealous  in  all  your  dominions.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  our  misfortune  to  be  ?ery  ill  represented,  in  par* 
liambnt ;  but  we  have  still  been  untainted  in  our  own  breasts.  We 
have  been  overpowered^  but  not  corrupted*  Suffer  us  then  to  make 
those  professions  of  loyalty  and  affection  to  your  majesty,  and  your 
august  house,  at  this  time,  which  the  worst  of  times  would  nerer 
induce  us  to  shrink  from,  or  suppress.  Tour  majesty  will  then 
bear  with  us,  if  the  ardency  of  our  affection  prompts  us  to  address 
you  with  too  great  a  freedom.  Pardon  us,  great  sir,  if  we  are  so^ 
filled  with  the  admiration  of  your  royal  firtues,  as  to  forget  our 
distance;  and  hearen  will  forgire  us,  if  we  admit  of  more  than 
ordinary  transports  at  those  blessings  you  hare  brought  us,  or  an 
unusual  ind%nation  against  those  base  incendiaries,  who  themselves 
despise  them,  or  would  deprive  us  of  them ;  incendiaries  which  the 
worst  of  ages  has  not  parallelled ;  traitors^  as  far  exceeding  their 
brethren  of  the  5th  of  November j  as  the  additional  ingredients  of 
HYPOCRISY,  INGRATITUDE,  and  PERJURY,  can  make 
them. 

Let  them  go  on,  inridiously,  to  disturb  mankind,  and  fight  against 
their  Maker ;  let  them  shew  their  boasted  Loyalty  by  Rebellion^ 
and  their  Religion  by  Perjury,'  let  them  manifest  their  love  to  their 
native  country,  by  conspiring  to  make  it  the  prey  and  plunder  of 
foreign  «armies  ;  and  let  the  world  see  their  zeal  for  the  Church  of 
England^  by  the  pretended  head  they  labour  to  set  over  it.  We 
question  not,  but,  if  they  kindle  the  fire,  themselves  will  be  the 
sacrifice.  If  they  will  not  quit  their  inventions^  they  shall  perish 
In  them.  If  they  will  not  be  ledj  they  shall  be  driven^  to  repentaqce.. 
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liberty,  on  the  accession  of  George  I.  when  in  his  per- 
son^ '*  the  present  royal  family  were  called  by  the  nation 
to  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms,  to  defend  and  support 
oar  religion,  liberties,  and  laws." 

If  tlicj  will  not  taste  your  majesty's  Merely  they  shall  feel  your 
Justice, 

For  oar  own  parts,  we  satisfy  ourselrcs  that  we  hare  sufficiently 
prored  our  regard  to  our  constitution^  both  in  Church  and  StatCy  by 
constantly  adhering  to  those  principles,  which  have  placed  them 
under  the  protection  of  your  sacred  majesty;  and  we  cheerfully 
depend  on  the  presenration  of  them,  from  the  proTidence  of  a  good 
God,  and  the  yigtlance  and  resolution  of  the  best  of  kings.  And  we 
beg  leare  to  declare  to  your  majesty,  and  the  whole  world,  that  as 
the  succession  of  your  lilusirious  House  was  erer  dearer  to  us  than 
our  lires,  so  we  will  nerer  fail  to  support  and  defend  it  at  the 
expense  of  them ;  and  that,  as  you  hare  daily,  and  hourly,  the 
prayers  and  endearours,  so  you  shall  never  want  the  treasure,  or 
the  blood,  of  Your  Majesttf^s 

Most  Loyal  and  Obedient  Subjects.* 
N.  B.  This  was  signed  by  all  the  justices,  except  one,  and  by 

OTory  one  of  the  grand  jury. 

1  Commontcated  by  Mr.  Norrls. 
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CHAPTEE  VI. 

SAMLBTS  IN  THB  PARISHES  OF  SAINT  MARY  MAGDALEN 
AND  SAINT  JAMES-HOLWAY-NORTH-TOWN-YARD-HOUSE 

FLOOK  HOUSE PYRLAND— PLAISTREET^ROWBARTON— 

OBRIDO£-PRIOR*S  WOOD. 

HOI.WAY. 

JuLOLWAY  is  a  small   hamlet,  io  the  parish  of 
Taunton  Saint  Mary  Magdalen,  abont  a  mile  and  a 
half  sonth-east  of  the  church. 
'On  the  l5thof  May,  1H2 1,  as  the  servants  of  Downing 
Blake,  esq.  were  ploughing  a  field,  called  the  Ten 
Acres,  at  Holway,  the  plough  struck  against  an  urn, 
and  broke  off  the  top  of  it    It  proved  to  contain  a 
great  number  of  Roman  silver  coins,  some  of  the  size 
of  our  shilling,  and  others  of  that  of  our  sixpence,  of 
the  following  emperors,  namely,  Constans,  A.  D.  ^7 
Constantius  II.  337;  Julian  II.  360;  Jovian,  363 
Yalentinian   I.  364;   Yalens,  364;    Gratian,  367 
Yalentinian  junior,  375;  Theodosius,  379;  Magnus 
JIf (tmmitf ,  383 ;  Fiefor, 383;  Eugenius,  S92;  Arcadius, 
396;  and  Honorius,  395. 

*  Near  the  urn  were  also  found  the  remains  of  two 
human  skeletons.  The  coins  were  in  the  finest  state 
of  preservation,  and  it  is  probable  had  been  buried 
during  the  troublesome  times  that  immediately  followed 
the  departure  of  the  Roman  legions  from  Britain,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century.  The  most  recent 
of  them  is  one  of  the  tenth  year  of  Honorius,  A.  D. 
405,  bearing  the  mintmark  of  Constantinople.    The 
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earliest  is  of  the  fifth  year  of  Constans,  A.  D.  342, 
bearing  the  mintmark  of  Siscia,  a  town  of  Pannonia* 

'  The  discovery  of  these  coins  proves  that  the  Romans 
were  in  the  immediate  Vicinity  of  Taunton,  between  the 
years  342  and  405,  of  the  Christian  sera;  aboat  which 
latter  year,  they  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  British 
province,  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  their  forces, 
and  defending  Rome  itself  against  the  Goths. 

'  The  coins,  found  at  Holway,  are  of  the  same  period 
as  those  mentioned  in  page  14  of  this  history  to  have 
been  ploughed  up  at  Liliesdon,  in  the  parish  of  North- 
Curry,  in  1748. 

NORTH-TOWN. 

'  North-town  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  St.  James, 
divided  from  Taunton  by  the  river  Tone,  and  con» 
nected  with  it  by  a  stone  bridge  of  two  arches. 

'  The  antiquity  of  this  hamlet  is  expressed  in  the 

following  traditional  distich : — 

<<  Taunton  was  a  funj  down. 
When  Norton^  was  a  market  town." 

*  But  nothing  appears  in  history  to  warrant  this 
assertion. 

'  There  is  an  annual  fair  held  here  for  three  days,  on 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  July.  On  the  first  day,  the 
fair  opens  very  early  in  the  morning,  with  the  sale  of 
considerable  quantities  of  garlick,from  barges.  To  this 
succeeds  the  fair  for  all  sorts  of  cattle  and  horses.  The 
other  two  days  are  solely  for  pedlary  and  confectionary 
wares.  The  lord  of  the  manor  of  Taunton-Dean, 
claims  the  profits  of  this  fair ;  and  in  the  rental  of  the 
hundred  of  Staplegrove,  the  yearly  issues  are  set  down 
at  six  shillings  and  eight-pence. 
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^  Within  the  last  6fty  years,  there  was  a  cucking* 
stool  at  North'towD,  in  the  pool,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  for  ducking  disorderly  and  scolding  wometL 

YARD-HOUSE.t 

^  Yard-house  is  the  residence  of  Miss  Halliday,  de- 
scended from  an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  settWd 
in  Wiltshire.  Yard,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VllL 
was  the  residence  of  the  family  of  Hill. 

FLOOK-HOUSE. 

^  Flook-house  is  the  residence  of  William  Metford, 
M.  D.  At  this  honse  John  Trenchard,  esq.  M.  P.  for 
Taunton,  resided,  during  the  election  of  the  year  1715, 
for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  and  here  wrote  several 
papers  in  the  celebrated  periodical  publication  of  that 
day  called  <<  The  Independent  Whig.** 

PTKLANB. 

Pyrland  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Taunton  St. 
James,  and  lies  about  two^  miles  north-east  of  the 
church.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  service,  by  which 
it  was  held,  during  the  feudal  times.  When  the  tenants 
of  manors  had  obtained  favour  of  their  lords  to  be 
under  certain  rents  and  services,  their  la'nds  had  names, 
which  indicated  the  particular  services  they  were  to 
perform,  and  by  those  names  they  were  entered  in  the 
rolls  of  the  manor,  for  a  perpetual  remembrance  of  their 
tenure.  Ber^land  was  the  term  for  land,  held  by  the 
service  of  bearing  or  carrying  the  lord's  or  his  steward's 
provisions,  or  other  things,  in  their  removal  from  place 
to  place,  and  the  tenants  of  this  land  were  called 
BermannV 

'  Somoer  on  Garelkiad^  118« — Gurdon's  Hist,  of  the  Conit. 
Leefti  p.  579. 
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Pyrland-House,  in  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  was  the  residence  of  George  Dean^  esq.  It 
is  now  the  seat^f  the  baronet  family  of  Yea. 

The  highlj.respectable  family  of  Yea  is  descended  from  David 
Yea^  of  Sturminster-Marshall,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  esq.  v^ho 
married  Ursula,  daughter  of  Edward  Hobbes,  of  Bromyton.Ralph 
and  Stoke-Courcy,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esq.  by  whom  he  had 
issue  one  son, 

David  Yea,  of  Oakhampton  and  Brompton.Ralph,  esq.  who  was 
high.sheriff  of  the  county  of  Somerset  in  1726.  He  married  Dorothy, 
youngest  daughter  and  co.heiress  of  William  Lacy,  of  Hartrow 
and  EI  worthy,  esq.  and  had  issue  one  son,  David,  and  three  daugh. 
ters,  Mary  and  Jenny,  who  died    unmarried,  and  Dorothy,  who 

married  first Tate,  esq.  and  secondly  Francis  Collins,  of 

Wiveliscombe,  esq. 

David,  only  son  of  the  said  David  Tea,  esq.  was  one  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  this  county.  He  married  Joan, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Nathaniel  Brewer,  of  Tolland,  esq.  de- 
scended from  the  Brewers  of  Chard.  They  had  issue  four  sons 
and  fire  daughters,  namely,  David,  Ihe  eldest,  who  died  in  December, 
1758;  2.  Thomas,  who  died  unmarried;  3.  William,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  (he  estate,  of  whom  presently  ;  and  4.  Robert,  who  died 
in  his  infancy.  The  daughters  were  Mary,  Dorothy,  Jenny,  Betty, 
and  Sally. 

'  William,  the  third  and  only  surviving  son  of  David  Yea,  esq.  be. 
came  the  possessor  of  considerable  estates  in  the  several  counties  of 
Dorset,  Devon,  and  Somerset,  and  fixed  his  residence  at  Pyrland, 
which  has  since  been  the  principal  scat  of  the  family.  He  was 
created  a  baronet  on  the  18th  of  June,  1759;  served  the  office  of 
hlgh.sheriff  for  the  county  of  Somerset  in  1760;  and  was  also  one 
of  his  majesty ^8  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county.  He  died 
the  18th  of  November,  1806,  having  married  Julia,  eldest  daughter 
of  sir  George  Trevelyan,  of  Nettlecombe,  bart.  (by  Julia  his  wife, 
daughter  of  sir  Walter  Calverley,  bart.)  leaving  issue  a  daughter, 
Julia,  who  died  unmarried;  and  six  sons,  namely,  1.  William. Wal- 
ter, o/  whom  hereafier  ;  2.  Lacy,  born  December  14,  |757,  and 
died  1758 ;  3.  Lacy,  born  January  21, 1769,  and  died  January  15,* 

o  o 


664  HISTORY  OF  TAtJKTdK» 

have  found  them  already  affixed  to  the  camps  and  the 
roads  of  the  Romans,  so  they  appear  equally  with  the 
Britons  to  have  used  the  name  of  Chester  for  the 
characteristic  denomination  of  a  Roman  camp,  and  the 
name  of  Street  for  the  characteristic  appellation  of  a 
Roman  road. 

ROWBARTON. 

This  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Jaroes^ 
about  one  mile  north-east  from  the  church,  in  the 
turnpike  road  leading  to  Kingston. 

OBRIJOGE. 

Obridge  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Taunton  St. 
James,  about  one  mile  east  from  the  church.  Here 
was  an  ancient  mill,  held  under  the  castle  of  Taunton, 
at  the  rent  of  six  pounds,  one  shilling,  and  eight-pence. 
This  mill  has  been  destroyed  by  the  improvemente 
made  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Tone. 

There  was  another  mill  between  Obridge  mill  and 
the  town  called  Fire-pool.  The  mill  in  Upper  High- 
street  bears  the  name  of  Pool-wall  mill. 

PRIOR*S  WOOB. 

Prior's  Wood  consists  of  a  farm-house  and  lands, 
anciently  a  grange  belonging  to  the  priory  of  Taun- 
ton, it  is  now  the  property  of  John  Halliday,  of 
Chapel  Cleeve,  in  the  county  of  Somerset^  esq. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  PRESENT  STATE    OF  THE  TOWN THE    MODERlT 

IMPROVEMENTS  AND  POPULATION. 

J.  IIE  spirit  of  improvement  in  buildings,  and  in  tho 
plan  of  towns,  which  has  diffused  itself  through  the 
kingdom,  is,  on  the  one  hand,  the  consequence  of  the 
opulence,  to  which  this  country  has  attained,  and,  on 
the  other,  of  the  general  increase  and  spread  of  know- 
ledge, which  has  taken  place  of  late  years.  In  the 
infancy  of  our  manufactures  and  commerce,  the 
attention  of  the  people  was  engaged  by  the  active  and 
parsimonious  efforts  of  industry.  Yet,  in  an  early 
period  of  their  trade,  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton  appear 
to  have  carried  their  views  to  objects  of  convenience 
and  ornament.  For  more  than  three  hundred  yearai 
back,  a  statute  was  passed,  in  the  parliament  of  the 
17th  of  Edward  IV.  for  paving  this  town,  as  also  the 
towns  of  Cirencester  and  Southampton.' 

Whatever  alterations  the  buildings  might  have 
undergone,  in  the  course  of  nearly  three  centuries,  as 
the  necessities,  convenience,  or  taste  of  individuals 
would  dictate,  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  general 
change  for  accommodation  or  safety  took  place,  till 

'  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Abridgement  of  tlie  Records  in  the  Towem 
of  London^  1057;  p.  703.    T. 
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within  the  last  seventy  years,  when  this  towd  took  a 
lead  in  that  great  modern  improvement  of  tompike 
roads,  into  which,  as  its  original  and  great  cause,  may 
probably  be  traced,  not  only  many  other  advantages, 
bat  a  general  civilization  and  refinement  of  manners, 
the  spread  of  the  same  modes  of  dress  and  living,  of 
the  same  taste  and  amusements,  through  the  kingdom, 
in  consequence  of  the.  frequent  and  easy  commoni- 
cations,  which  turnpike  roads  have  opened  between 
the  metropolis  and  all  other  towns,  to  the  remotest 
extremities  of  the  island. 

Taunton  was  the  first  town  in  the  west  of  England, 
that  applied  to  parliament  for  a  turnpike  act.  The 
bill  was  opposed  by  Humphrey  Sydenham,  esq.  mem- 
ber for  Exeter,  who  asserted,  that  the  roads  were  in 
very  good  repair:  it  was  supported  by  Thomas  Prowse^ 
esq.  who  put  the  house  into  a  roar  of  laughter,  by 
undertaking  to  prove,  that  the  roads  were  in  so  bad  a 
state,  that  it  would  be  no  more  expense  to  make  them 
funfigable,  than  to  make  them  fit  for  carriages.'  This 
contrast  was  easily  reconciled,  and  the  act  passed  in 
the  25th  of  George  II.  1752.  In  the  year  1765,  the 
Sth  of  George  III.  a  new  act  was  procured,  for  amend- 
ing, widening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  several  other 
roads,  adjoining  to  the  town,  besides  those  included  in 
the  first  statute*     The  continuance  of  these  two  acts 

'  It  may  be  proper  to  obseire  here,  tbat  the  roads,  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Taunton,  were  not  only  narrow,  but  deep  in  water. 
The  floods  were  freqaently  so  high,  as  to  prerent  persons  from 
trarelling;  and  some  were,  oceasionaliy,  drowned.  In  hard  frosts, 
besides  being  obliged  to  lead  their  horses  in  their  hands^  it  was 
necessary  to  break  the  ice  with  a  strong  staff,  for  nine  mfles  out  ef 
ten,— IrOC^e'#  JUS. 
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was  limited  to  tlie  firet  of  May,  1799 ;  but  the  second 
had  not  been  thirteen  years  in  force,  before  the  statle^ 
of  the  roads  rendered  it  expedient  to  apply  to  parlia- 
mtol  for  an  enlargement  of  the  terms  of  the  former 
actSy  and  for  some  other  powers,  which  were  not 
included  in  them. 

A  third  act,  therefore,  repealing*  the  two  preceding,, 
was  passed  in  the  year  1778,  the  J  8th  of  George  IlL 
This  act  changed  the  qualification  of  a  trastee  from 
the  possession  of,  or  title  to,  a  personal  estate  of  oqe 
thousand  pounds  Talue,  into  one  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  or  an  estate  in  land,  in  his  own  or  his  wifeV 
right,  of  one  hundred  pounds  clear  yearly  value,  above 
reprisals,  or  being  heir  apparent  to  one  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  two  hundred  pounds.  To  the  validity 
of  the  election  of  new  trustees,  it  is  enacted,  that  they 
shall  be  chosen  by  thirteen,  or  more,  of  the  surviving 
trustees,  and  after  tleenty«>one  days  public  notice  of  the 
meeting  for  such  an  election.  Except  in  this  case^  or 
that  of  the  appointment  of  a  collector  of  the  tolls,  on 
the  death  or  removal  of  a  former  one,  when  two 
trmtees  may  act;  or  in  that  of  borrowing  money, 
when  thirteen  must  be  present ;  seven  are  sufficient  to 
eftrry  the  various  powers  of  the  act  into  execution* 
Among  other  clauses,  peculiar  to  this  act,  was  one, 
enacting  the  same  toll  at  every  gate,  on  a  traveller 
passing  through  the  town  on  the  same  day ;  another 
authorizing  the  demand  at  every  gate,  on  a  Sunday,  of 
the  same  toll  as  that  payable  on  other  days,  and,over  and 
above,  a  like  toll,  to  be  taken  as  a  Sunday's  toll.  The 
applicationr,  to  which  it  appropriated  three-fourths  of 
th^  Sattd&/r  toll^  ^.onstitutte  a  peculiar  and  important 
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object  of  the  act ;  for  it  assigns  such  a  proportion 
of  the  tolls,  and  the  like  proportion  of  the  mooies 
borrowed  by  virtue  of  it,  to  the  repaving,  repairing, 
and  keeping  in  repair,  the  public  footways,  on  the 
sides  of  East-street,  Fore-street,  North-street,  and 
High-street. 

In  the  39th  of  George  III.  1799,  a  fourth  act  was 
passed  for  altering,  enlarging,  and  repealing  some  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  18th  George  III.  This 
act  enabled  the  trustees  to  make  turnpike  the  road 
leading  from  TnckerVgate,  in  the  parish  of  Lyng,  to 
Piper Viun,  in  the  parish  of  Ashcott,  and  to  erect  toll- 
gat;;s  thereon ;  to  alter  the  line  of  road  leading  from 
Shuttern-gate,  over  Blagdon-hill,  to  a  place  called 
White-wall  or  Trickey -warren,  near  Churchingford, 
and  to  stop  up  the  road  through  Holway-lane,  in  the 
parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  to  widen 
the  road  called  New-cross-laue,  from  the  Folly-gate 
house,  on  the  Shoreditch  road,  to  the  said  Holway- 
lane. 

By  this  act,  carriages  employed  in  carrying  lime 
for  manure  are  exempted  from  toll,  except  carriages 
which  have  the  fellies  of  the  wheels  of  a  less  breadth 
than  six  inches.  An  additional  half-toll  is  imposed  on 
carriages  conveying  timber,  between  the  first  of 
November  and  the  last  day  of  February,  in  every 
year,  except  carriages  drawn  by  one  horse. 

A  fifth  act  for  continuing  and  amending  two  acts 
of  George  III.  for  repairing  certain  roads  leading  from 
Taunton,  was  passed  in  1817.  This  act  continues  the 
powers  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  roads  to  the  year 
1838.    All  the  roads,  which  were  formerly  comprised 
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in  five  districts,  are  declared  to  form  only  one  tcnst. 
The  trustees  are  empowered  to  make  a  carriage  road 
from  Henley's  Barn,  or  Parsons*  House,  in  the  parish 
of  Bishop*s-Hull,  to  the  village  of  Rumwell,  in  the 
same  parish,  and  also  from  the  village  of  Chilson,  to 
the  town  of  Wellington. 

By  this  act,  the  tolls  to  be  taken  are  limited  as 
follows,  namely,  No  more  than  one  toll  shall  be  taken 
on  the  same  day,  on  the  road  leading  from  Taunton  to 
Hartrow-gate,  in  the  parish  of  Stogumber ;  also  on  the 
road  from  Langford-bridge,  in  Staplegrove,  to  Parishes 
Barn,  in  Milverton;  also  on  the  road  from  Taunton  St. 
James,  to  the  corner  of  Cole's  Wall,  in  Broomfield ; 
also  from  the  smith's  shop,  in  Rowbarton,  to  the 
direction-post>  beyond  Yard's  Barn,  in  Broomfield; 
also  from  East-reach  gate  to  Ashill-gate,  and  from 
Maddock's  Tree,  in  Thorn-Falcon,  to  the  Red  Post, 
in  Fivehead;  also  from  the  Quakers'  Burying-place, 
in  West-Monkton,  to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Thurlox- 
ton,  and  from  the  Cross-ways,  near  the  place  where 
Walford-inn  formerly  stood,  to  Athelney-bridtre ;  also 
from  Shuttern-gate,  in  Taunton,  to  White  Ball,  in 
Sampford- Arundel,  and  from  the  said  )Shuttern-gate, 
over  Blagdon-hill,  to  White  Wall,  near  Churchingford ; 
also  from  East-gate,  in  Taunton,  to  the  pound,  inStaple- 
Fitzpaine.  And  that  no  more  than  two  tolls  shall  be 
taken  on  the  same  day,  on  the  road  from  Tucker's- 
gate,  in  the  parish  of  Lyng,  to  Piper's-inn,  in  Ashcott. 
This  clause  does  not  affect  the  Sunday's  toll. 

The  trustees  are  empowered  by  this  act  to  take  down 
certain  houses  and  buildings  in  Taunton,  and  other 
places^  first  making  compensation  for  the  same,  in  the 
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hne  of  Hie  roadB  within,  their  trast,  aceording^  to  a 
•diedole  ftonexed  ;  but  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  take 
down  the  said  houses  after  the  expiration  of  sixteen 
years,  from  the  eommencement  of  this  act,  nor  unless 
one  jear*s  notice  shall  be  previously  given. 

The  houses  and  buildings  in  Taunton  referred  to 
in  the  said  schedule,  to  be  taken  down,  are  the  White 
Lion  Inn,  situate  in  East-street,  and  the  adjoining 
houses,  in  a  straight  line,  as  far  as  the  house  at  the  cor* 
Mer  of  Tancred-street ;  the  island  formed  hy  the  Swan 
Inn,  the  smith's  shop,  and  a  dwelling-house  the 
property  of  Thomas  Dinham,  in  East*street;  the  Ftdl 
Moon  Inn,  and  three  other  dwelling-houses,  at  the 
south^end  of  High-street;  and  a  sluice,  situated  in 
^uttern,  belonging  to  Samuel  Norman,  esq.  The 
improvements  in  East-street  are  to  be  first  made. 

MARKBT-nOUSB   ACTS. 

The  next  improvement  of  the  town  was  effected  by 
the  first  market-home  act.  The  market  was  formeriy 
held  in  the  open  streets,  on  a  triangular  spot  of  ground, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  which  was  called  the  Island 
and  the  Cornhill,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  Fore- 
street,  and  pointing  northward  to  the  North-street 
On  this  spot  stood  the  guildhall,'  an  assembly-room, 

'  Under  the  guildhall  were  two  loathsome  prisons,  long  and 
narrow  rooms,  admitting  neither  light  nor  air,  bnt  through  a  smatt 
grate  in  the  door,  and  famished  with  no  one  conTenience,  bat  a 
TTOsden  pktforni,  raised  about  tiiree  feet  from  the  Aosr,  on  wliieh 
those  who  were  confined  ased  to  sleep  on  straw,  or  whatever  ^leethffj 
could  procure.  A  fire  eoutd  not  be  made,  nor  any  water  obtained, 
but  what  the  keeper  brought,  nor  was  there  the  least  drain  or  put. 
let  for  any  kind  of  filth*  One  of  these  wretched  cells  wfis  named 
^  The  Cow-honse,**  and  the  other  «  Litfle  Esse."    Seldom  mof# 
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several  rows  of  stalls  and  standings,  and  some  old 
hooses ;  most,  if  not  all,  of  which,  to  the  nomber  of 
fourteen,  were  occupied  as  public  houses. 

A  spot  of  ground,  so  crowded  with  buildings,  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  besides  obstructing  the  free  circa** 
lation  of  the  air,  could  not  but  be  attended  with  man)r 
inconveniencies  and  nuisances,  by  the  filth  lying  in  its 
narrow  passages,  and  the  receptacles  for  idleness  and 
▼ice,  which  many  of  its  buildings,  from  their  situation, 
became.  This  ground  afforded  a  site  for  a  commodious 
market,  and  the  taking  down  of  the  edifices  and  stand* 
ings,  with  which  it  was  covered,  would  leave  an  opening, 
mt  once  salubrious  and  beautiful.  In  every  view,  the 
measure  became  an  object  of  great  utility.  It,  at  last, 
effectually  excited  attention,  and  called  forth  the 
exertion  of  some  sensible  and  public-spirited  men  of 
Taunton ;  who,  in  1763,  formed  themselves  into  an 
association,  called  **  The  Market-House  Society.*^ 
It  was  an  avowed  part  of  that  plan  to  prevent  the  evils 
and  drunkenness  of  a  contested  election,  by  engaging 
some  gentlemen,  inclined  **  to  represent  the  borough, 
to  devote,  to  this  act  of  public  and  permanent  utility, 
the  sums,  which  had  generally  been  lavished  in  largesses 
and  feasts,  to  the  voters  of  the  time."  The  scheme 
was  kept  in  view,  and  pursued,  till  circumstances 
fevoured  the  execution.  The  vigorous  and  seasonaUe 

ttan  one  person  at  a  time  was  pat  into  either,  and  these  generally 
deserters  or  vagrants.  So  horrid  and  shocking  were  these  recep. 
tacles,  that  confinement  in  them  was  dreaded  beyond  measure ;  and 
some,  oTerpowered  chieilj  by  the  horror  of  the  place^  had  lud  Tioleat 
hands  upon  themselTcs,  nnable  to  endure  tbehr  8ltsafion.««iIKr. 
Toulmin'i  MSS. 
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interference  of  Mr.  (afterwardB  sir  Benjamin)  HamoMt 
urged  and  assisted  the  accdrnplishment  of  the  plan* 
At  the  approach  of  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  in 
1768,  the  lords  Faraham  and  Thomond,  who  had  can- 
vassed the  borough,  afterwards  relinquishing  tlieir 
views  to  the  representation,  the  way  was  left  open  for 
the  election  of  the  two  other  candidates,  without 
any  opposition.  A  subscription  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  in  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.  one 
of  these  gentlemen,  and  the  aid  of  both,  in  pro- 
curing an  act  of  parliament  for  the  purpose,  gave 
actual  existence  to  a  capital  improvement  of  the  town, 
which  had,  for  some  years,  been  treated  by  many,  as 
an  idle  chimsera,  or  an  artful  decoy,  to  weaken  an 
opposite  party.' 

In  1768,  the  important  and  useful  plan  of  the  asso- 
ciation received  the  sanction  of  the  legislature,  and  an 
act  passed  for  <<  erecting  a  market-house^  and  holding 
a  market,  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  and  for  preventing  the  holding  of  any 
market  in  the  streets  of  the  said  town."  These  were 
the  first  and  immediate  objects  of  the  act,  but  it  com- 
prehended  other  designs,  conducive  to  the  embellish- 
ment of  the  town,  the  accommodation  of  its  inhabitants 
in  general,  and  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  particniar. 

*'  The  idea  of  thU  Improvement  was  first,  iocidentaUj,  started  at 
a  convivial  meeting ;  at  which  were  present  Mr.  William  Norris, 
Mr.  Samuel  Brooks,  Mr.  James  Hare,  and  several  more.  On 
being  made  known,  it  met  approbation ;  and  the  numbers,  who 
entered  into  the  design,  increased  weekly,  till  they  amounted  to  near 
a  hundred.  But  the  ripening  and  execution  of  the  scheme  were, 
fiarticularlj,  owing  to  the  ingennity,  application,  and  exertions  of 
Mr.  James  Foy.    T. 


HISTORY  09  TAUNTON,  573 

The  preamble  to  this  act  recites,  that  "  the  market 
of  the  town  of  Taunton  is  held  in  the  open  pnblic 
streets,  and  that  the  removing  of  the  same  would  be 
of  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants,  and  to  all 
persons  resorting  thereto. 

**  That  the  lord  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Jame^ 
Foy,  and  John  Shute,  his  portreeves,  claim  a  property 
in  the  said  market,  but  are  willing  to  give  up  their  right 
therein,  upon  satisfaction  being  made  to  them  for  the 
same. 

•**  That  there  is  u  convenient  spot  of  ground  in  the 
centre  of  the  said  town,  commonly  called  7%6  Island 
and  Camhill,  the  same  being  triangular,  and  situate 
in  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  Fore-street,  and 
pointing  northwards  towards  the  North-street,  on  part 
whereof  certain  old  houses,  stalls,  and  standings,  and 
a  guildhall,  are  now  standing  ;  and  if  the  said  houses, 
standings,  and  guildhall  were  taken  down  and  removed^ 
a  commodious  and  convenient  market  might  be  holden 
on  the  said  ground;  a  market-house,  part  whereof 
might  be  appropriated  and  used  as  a  town-hall,  or 
guildhall,  for  the  judges  of  assize,  and  for  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Somerset,  if  they  shall 
think  proper  to  hold  their  assizes  and  sessions  there, 
and  for  holding  the  meetings  of  the  trustees  appointed 
to  execute  this  act,  and  for  the  steward  of  the  bishopof 
Winchester,  for  the  time  being,  to  hold  his  courts,  and 
other  necessary  and  convenient  houses  and  buildings, 
might  be  erected  thereon,  which  would  be  a  general 
advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the 
surrounding  country. 

**  That .  many  disorders    and    irregularities  .a^e 
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ft^qaently  committed  in  the  night-time  in  East-fltreet, 
High-street,  North-street,  and  Fore-street,  in  the  said 
tnwn,  which,  in  a  great  measare,  might  be  preTeoted^ 
if  the  said  streets  were  properly  lighted. 

<<  That  the  cleansing  the  streets  of  the  said  town, 
and  the  taking  down  the  signs  and  sign«-posts,  and  the 
fsmoving  and  preventing  all  annoyances  and  incroach* 
aents  therein,  would  tend  greatly  to  the  health,  safety, 
and  advantage,  as  well  of  the  inhabitants,  as  of  all 
others  resorting  thereto. 

<«  And  that  the  passage  thnmgh  North-street  to 
the  bridge,  called  North-town-bridge,  is  greatly' 
etetructed  by  two  old  niittons  houses,  now  staading^ 
between  ChfupingAmB  and  JShrs^4ane^  and  it  wooM 
Und  greatly  to  tihe  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  anil 
lh»  poblic,  if  the  said  houses  were  taken  down,  and 
the  ground  whereon  they  stand  were  laid  into  tte 
public  street. 

**  ¥^t  carrying  the  purposei  of  thb  act  into  execa- 
tiM,  it  is  therefore  enacted, 

•«  That  sir  Thomas  Dyke  Adand,  hart.  *<  and  twenty- 
^r  other  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in 
1km  act,'*  and  liieir  successors  to  be  elected  in  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned,  together  with  every  man,  who 
dhall,  on  or  before  the  24th  of  June,  1769,  advance  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  guineas,  as  a  free  gift  towards  tiie 
purposes  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  accordingly  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  trustees,  to  carry  this  act  into 
execution. 

**  The  trustees  shall  hold  their  meetings  at  the  town- 
hall,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  erected  and  fitted  up, 
att#,  from  and  after  that  time,  in  no  eth^  place.  Not 
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lefis  tfaao  nine  trustees  are  competent  to  transact  any 
business*  under  this  act,  except  to  adjoom  meetings, 
which  may  be  done  by  two. 

*'  When  the  trustees  shall  be  reduced  by  death,  or 
otherwise,  below  sixty,  new  ones  shall  be  elected ; 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  whom  shall  at  all 
times  consist  of  inhabitants  of  Taunton,  and  one^third 
of  gentlemen  residing  in  the  neighbourhood. 

*<  As  soon  as  the  trustees  shall  have  set  out  the  ground 
proper  for  holding  the  said  market  upon,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  them  to  purchase  the  said  ground,  and  any  bnild« 
ings  thereon,  and  convert  the  same  into  a  place  for 
holding  the  said  market,  and  for  erecting  a  markets 
house,  part  whereof  shall  be  appropriated  as  a  goiUhaU. 

*<  The  trustees  shall  have  and  possess  the  right  of 
holding  the  said  market  on  the  ground  so  set  out,  and 
receive  and  take  the  rents^  tolls,  and  pvofits  thereof; 
and  shaU  direct  at  what  hour  in  the  morning  the  mar- 
ket shall  be  held,  and  at  what  hour  in  the  evening  it 
ahall  close,  notice  being  given  of  the  same  by  ringing 
abeU. 

**  No  person  shall  erect  any  stalls  or  standings,  or  hold 
any  other  market,  in  Taunton,  or  vend  or  expose  to 
sale  any  com,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other  provisions, 
or  any  live  cattle,  within  any  of  the  public  streets,  or 
within  one  thousand  yards  from  the  bounds  of  the  said 
market,  within  the  county  of  Somerset,  except  saeh 
persons  shall  be  licensed  by  two  or  more  trustees, 
under  the  penalty  of  five  pounds. 

**  The  trustees  are  empowered  to  purchase  the  said* 
two  houses  standing  between  Groping-kne  and  Honw* 
lane,  and  puU  down  the  same,  and  add  the  site  to  the 
street^^ 
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^'  The  trastees  shall  caase  to  be  erected  in  East* 
street,  High-street,  North-street,  and  Fore-street,  as 
many  glass  lamps  as  they  shall  think  necessary. 

**  They  may  borrow  at  legal,  or  less  interest,  the  sum 
of  four  thou^nd  pounds,  to  enable  them  to  make  the 
said  purchases,  and  for  the  other  purposes  of  this  act, 
which  sum  shall  be  charged  upon  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  market. 

"  After  the  discharge  of  all  debts  and  interest  there- 
on, contracted  by  the  trustees,  in  carrying  this  act  into 
execution,  the  said  market  and  buildings,  and  the 
rents,  tolls,  and  profits  thereof,  shall  be  and  remain  in 
the  said  trustees,  in  trust,  as  an  estate,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  in  the  said 
town  of  Taunton,  for  ever,  and  shall  be  applied  to  the 
doathtng,  educating,  and  placing  out  apprentices,  so 
many  of  the  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish,  as  the  said  trustees  shall  from  time  to 
time  direct ;  and  no  person,  whose  child  shall  be 
so  cloathed,  educated,  or  apprenticed,  shall  be  dis- 
qualified, on  that  account,  from  voting  at  any  election 
for  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Taunton. 

**  The  proportion,  which  the  ground  and  buildings 
vested  in  the  trustees  by  this  act  paid  to  the  land-tax, 
church,  and  poor-rates,  in  1768,  shall  continue  to  be 
paid,  and  the  same  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  taxes,  of  what 
kind  soever,  in  respect  of  the  said  market,  and  the 
buildings  erected  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

<*  The  trustees  may  let  the  buildings,  and  tolls, 
upon  lease,  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

'^  An  annuity  of  one  pound,  four  shillings,  and  eight- 
pence  shall  be  paid  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
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tiis  successors,  as  a  full  compensatioD  for  the  right 
which  the  said  bishop  had  in  the  old  market.  And  an 
annuity  of  eighteen  pounds  shall  be  paid  to  the  port- 
reeves, as  a  full  compensation  for  their  right  in  the 
said  old  market 

*'  The  act  appoints  the  mayor  of  Taunton  to  be 
clerk  of  the  said  market/ 

**  The  constables  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  and 
their  successors,  shall  enjoy  the  same  authority  and 
profits  arising  from  weighing  in  the  market,  as  they  did 
in  the  old  market  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 

**  The  trustees  shall  cause  the  streets  and  public 
passages  in  the  said  town  to  be  cleansed  and  freed  from 
all  annoyances,  obstructions,  nuisances,  and  incroach- 
ments  whatever. 

<<  If  any  person  shall  drive  or  place  any  carriage,  or 
shall  ride,  lead,  drive,  or  place  any  horse  or  beast,  or 
shall  drive  any  wheelbarrow,  or  shall  run  any  wheel, 
or  draw  any  sledge,  upon  the  foot-pavement  within  the 
said  town ;  or  shall  throw  or  lay  any  ashes,  dirt,  or  any 
filth  or  annoyance  whatever,  either  upon  the  carriage  or 
foot  ways;  or  shall  suffer  any  swine  to  go  at  large  in  the 
said  streets;  every  person,  offending  in  any  of  the  cases 
aforesaid,  shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit  ten  shillings. 

**  All  actions,  brought  or  prosecuted  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  trustees,  shall  be  brought  and  maintained  in  the 
name  of  the  clerk  for  the  time  being  to  the  said  trustees. 

*^  Persons  aggrieved  by  any  thing  done  under  this 
act  may  appeal  to  the  general  quarter-sessions  of  the 
county  of  Somerset. 

'  In  coDseqaence  of  (he  dissolution  of  the  corporate  body,  there 
has  not  since  beeo  any  clerk  of  the  market. 
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«« No  proceedings  under  this  act  shall  be  chargeabit 
with  any  stamp  duty. 

^<  Pablic  notice  of  every  meeting  of  the  trustees^ 
«iLcept  the  annual  meeting  on  the  26th  of  December, 
shall  be  given  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary 
Mag'dalen,  immediately  after  divine  service,  on  the 
Sunday  moraing  next  before  such  meeting/' 


In  the  year  1817,  a  second  act  of  parliamest  was 
obtained,  «  for  enlarging  the  market-place  and  regii« 
iating  the  maricet  in  the  town  of  Tanntoa,  and  for 
better  lighting,  cleansing,  and  otherwise  improving 
the  said  town,  and  for  amending  an  act  of  the  8lk  «iid 
0th  of  George  III.  relating  Uiereto." 

The  preamble  recites  the  principal  heads  of  the 
preceding  act,  and  states  that ''  Whereas  the  trustees 
have  set  out  and  ascertained  the  bourids  of  the  sud 
market,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act ;  hot 
that  the  said  market-place  is  now  not  sufficiently  large 
for  the  purposes  of  the  said  market ;  and  that  the  reare 
no  suitable  places  appropriated  for  depositing  the 
temporary  stalls  and  standings ;  and  that  it  is  expedient 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  enlai^ing  the  said 
market,  and  for  lightii^  the  several  streets,  and  for 
making  sewers  and  other  works  for  better  draining 
and  improving  the  said  town  and  places  adjacent; 
and  that  further  tolls  and  autliortties  should  be  granted, 
for  effecting  the  said  purposes ;" 

It  is  therefore  enacted, 

«•  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  tmstees  to  contract 
with  any  person  who  shall  be  willing  to  sell  the  same, 
for  the  purchase  of  any  houses^  gardens,  and  other 
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jl^imd,  within  one  thousand  yards  of  the  site  of  the 
present  market,  and,  after  purchasing  the  same,  to 
appropriate  a  competent  part  thereof  for  enlarging^ 
the  market  for  the  sale  of  cattle  and  swine,  and  for 
pny  other  purposes  of  the  said  market,  and  to  use  other 
parts  thereof  for  depositing  the  temporary  stalls  and 
fytandings,  when  the  same  shall  not  be  in  use. 

**  The  trustees  and  their  lessees  may  demand  and 
receive,  for  and  in  respect  of  cattle  and  swine  exposed 
to  sale  in  the  said  market,  the  following  tolls,  namely, 
**  For  every  horse,  mule,  ass,  or  beast,  any  sum  not 

exceeding  one  shilling. 
**  Forevery  drove  of  calves,  sheep,  lambs,  or  swine,  any 
sum  not  exceeding  three  shillings  per  score ;  and 
so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  less  number. 

**  The  trustees  may  borrow,  on  mortgage  of  the  tolls, 
any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  pounds. 

^^  All  the  powers  contained  in  the  act  of  the  8th  and 
9tk  of  George  III.  for  lighting  the  said  streets,  are 
extended,  by  this  act,  to  all  the  other  streets  and 
avenues  of  the  town  and  places  adjacent. 

'<  The  trustees  shall  not  appoint  the  same  person  to 
be  their  clerk  and  treasurer. 

**  The  accounts  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
trustees  aad  creditors.'' 

Then  follow  certain  clauses,  directing  the  applica- 
tion of  compensation  for  buildings,  &c.  purchased  by 
the  trustees. 

It  is  then  enacted,  ^'  That  it  may  be  convenient  that 
the  said  town  and  places  adjacent,  or  some  part  thereof, 
should  be  lighted  with  gas ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
using  carburetted  hydrogen,  or  coal-gas,  the  trustees 
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-are  authorized  to  break  up  the  pavement  of  any  stiteeti 
^nd  sink  trenches,  and  lay  pipes,  and  put  stop-cocks  or 
pings  from  such  pipes,  in  such  places  as  may  be  neces* 
sary.  And  drams  may  be  made  for  carrying  off  the 
washings  or  waste  that  may  arise  in  the  prosecution  of 
these  works. 

*^  The  trustees  may  be  prosecuted  for  nuisances,  or 
for  any  injury  sustained  hy  reason  of  any  works  or 
method  of  lighting  by  gas. 

*'  All  persons,  laying  or  repairing  any  pipest>r  p1ags» 
shall  with  all  reasonable  despatch  make  good  the  pave- 
ment and  carry  away  the  rubbish,  and  in  the  mean 
time  shall  fence  the  place  where  any  ground  shall  be 
opened,  undier  the  penalty  of  forty  shillings  for  not 
complying  with  the  same.  And  no  pipes  shall  be  laid 
without  the  consent  of  the  trustees. 

**  The  funds  of  the  said  market  shall  not  be  applied  in 
or  for  the  making  or  providing  any  of  the  preparatory 
buildings  or  works,  but  such  funds  shall  be  applicable 
only  to  the  annual  expenses  of  lighting  the  said  town 
with  gas  j  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  raise, 
by  contribution  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  willing  to 
advance  the  same,  a  fund  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
pounds,  for  making  and  providing  the  necessary  build- 
ings and  works  for  lighting  the  said  town  with  gas^ 
and  to  pay  the  pro6ts  arising  therefrom,  or  any  part  or 
pro*portion  thereof,  amongst  the  several  contributors, 

**  For  the  more  effectually  cleansing  the  said  town, 
the  said  trustees  are  empowered  to  make  so  many 
subterraneous  drains  and  sewers,  wells  and  pumps,  of 
such  dimensions,  and  in  such  manner,  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  for  carrying  off  the  dirt  and  washings 
from  the  streets  into  the  river  Tone." 
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MARKBT-HOUSB^ 

Ui^der  the  provisioDS  of  the  act  of  the  8th  and  9th  of 
George  III.  the  necessary  purchases^  having  been  made, 
and  the  old  buildings  pulled  down,  anew  market-house, 
OQ  a  plan  furnished  by  Coplestone  Warre  Bampfylde,. 
esq.  was  erected,  which  was  finished  in  1772.  This  is 
an  elegant  building :  the  front  looks  to  the  north.  The 
bouse,  which  ts  in  the  centre,  is  laid  out  into  different 
apartments  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  amusement,  and 
pleasure ;  as  the  guildhall,  a  reading  room,  assembly 
room,  card  room,  and  billiard  room.  Two  large  wings, 
called  arcades,  accommodate  the  farmers  and  trades- 
men who  attend  the  markets,  whilst  the  butchery  or 
flesh-market  is  formed  of  moveable  standiug^  placed 
in  rows  on  the  area  before  the  market-house;  This  arca^ 
which  is  open  and  spacious^is  incbsed  with  posts  and 
chains,  and  in  the  middle  of  it  runs  to  the  north  a 
large  pavement  of  broad  flag  stone,  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  feet  in  length,. and  eighteen  feet  ia  width,  called 
The  Paradb. 

On  the  first  story,  besides  a  commodious  room  for 
the  card  tables^  there  is<  a  superb  assembly  room,  fifty 
feet  long,  thirty  feet  wide,  and  twenty-four  feet  higbv 
with  a  music  gallery.  This  room  is  furnished  with 
two  elegant  and  large  glass  chandeliers,  the  gift  of 
the  late  colonel  Coxe,  when  representative  for  the 
county. 

Opposite  to  the  music  gallery  there  is  a  fall-length 
portrait  of  his  late  majesty,  king  George  III.  in  the 
robes  of  the  garter,  painted  while  he  was  prince  of 
Wales.  This  picture  was  presented  to  the  trustees^ 
by  the  late  sir  Benjamin  Hammet. 
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NEW    MARKET-HOUSE. 

An  elegant  building  has  been  erected  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Parade,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  67th  of  George  III.  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
additional  accommodations  to  the  increased  business  of 
the  market. 

The  first  stone  was  laid  with  masonic  honours,  on 
Wednesday,  the  28th  day  of  February,  1821,  by 
Charles  Kemys  Kemys  Tynte,  esq.  provincial  grand 
master  for  the  county  of  Somerset. 

As  soon  as  this  building  shall  be  finished,  the  tras^ 
tees  will  appropriate  its  several  parts  to  the  specific 
purposes  for  which  it  is  intended.  It  has  been  erected 
on  the  sites  of  several  old  and  ruinous  houses  which 
deformed  that  part  of  the  town,  and  which  had  be^ 
built  there  after  the  memorable  siege  of  Taunton,  in 
1645. 

This  edifice  was  erected  according  to  a  plan  given 
by  Mr.  William  Burgess,  of  Exeter,  and  has  been 
executed  under  his  superintendance,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Norman,  of  Taunton,  builder. 

The  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the 
town,  under  the  two  market-house  acts,  are  so  com- 
modious and  beautiful,  so  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  so 
conducive  to  health,  so  agreeable  and  useful  in  point 
of  convenience  to  the  inhabitants,  and  so  captivating 
to  the  traveller,  that  posterity  must  hold  in  grateful 
respect  the  taste  which  designed  them,  and  the  public 
spirit  from  which  they  originated.  The  effects  of  these 
improvements  have  been  visible  not  only  on  the  spot 
where  they  immediately  took  place,  but  also  through 
the  whole  town;  in  every  part  of  which,  new,  regtiJar, 
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haDdsome  buildings  have  risen  up.     Tl^e  most 

change^  in  point  both  of  convenience  and 

'  'jarance,  was  produced  by  carrying  into  execution 

part  of  the  turnpike  act  of  1 778  which  related  to 

ingf  the  streets.     In  this  business  the  late  sir  Ben«r 

4n  Uammet,  then  a  resident  in  the  town,  took  the 

I,  11}  1779>  and  by  his  activity  and  perseverance 

e  a  specimen,  in  Uigh*stfeet,   of  the  advantages- 

Jch  would  be  derived  from  carrying  the  new  pave* 

r:nt  through  every  street;  which  has  been  since  done 

a  style  soperipr  indeed  to  the  first  specimen,  and 

aunton  is  now  among  the  best  paved  towns  in  the* 

ngdom. 

HAMMBT-ST&EKT. 

A  considerable  alteration  in  the  state  of  a  principal' 

ut  of  the  town,  at  once  highly  commodious  and 

namental,  was  effected  by  the  operation  of  an  act 

hich  sir  Benjamin  Ham  met  was  the  means  of  carry- 

ig  through  parliament  in  the  year  1 788.     This  act 

Babied  that  gentleman  to  purchase  and  take  down 

||||.  Vo  houses  in  Fore-street^  one  in  the  occupation  of 

"If  r.  Thomas  Locke,  the  other  then  empty,  but  lately 

!...  3  tlie  occupation  of  Mf.  William  Pring,  with  several 
Hither  houses  and  buildings  -,  and  on  the  site  of  them  to 
ay  out  and  open  a  passage  in  a  direct  line  to  St.  Mary 
agdalen*s  church,  not  less  than  thirty-six  feet  wide, 
id  to  erect  houses  and  buildings.     Before  this,  the 
curious  and  elegant  tower  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen's 
church  was  almost  hid  from  i^iew  by  buildings ;  the 

P^cess  to  the  church  was  through  a  narrow  lane, 
hich  did  not  permit  a  carriage  to  pass  without 
commoding  and  endangering  a  foot  passenger  > 

nliri 
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and  opposite  the  great  entrance  of  the  church  stood  as 
old  ruinous  alms-house.  Sir  Benjamin  Uammett  under 
the  sanction  of  this  act,  at  his  own  cost  and  risk, 
opened  a  spacious  avenue  to  the  church,  and  built  a 
street,  called  **  Hammet-street/'  of  handsome  houses^ 
terminating*  in  a  larg^  area  before  tlie  west  front,  and 
exhibiting  the  fine  tower  in  its  beautiful  proportions 
to  the  full  view  of  the  spectator  from  the  Parade.  The 
accommodation  to  the  public  by  this  alteration  is  great, 
and  the  effect  produced  does  honour  to  the  .taste  that 
designed  it.  The  town,  by  these  improvements,  now 
afibrds,  what  for  many  years  it  wanted,  houses  for  the 
reception  of  genteel  families  out  of  trade ;  and  many 
circumstances  invite  the  residence  of  such  in  Taunton, 
particularly  its  situation  in  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
beautiful  vales  in  the  kingdom,  its  well  furnished 
markets^  and  the  genteel  and  well-informed  society 
which  inhabit  it. 

CBBSCSNT. 

This  is  a  range  of  elegant  houses,  calculated  for  the 
residence  of  genteel  families,  situated  in  Paul*8-field, 
on  the  south-west  side  of  the  town.  The  first  stone  of 
these  buildings  was  laid  by  William  Kingiake,  esq. 
in  the  year  1807.  At  the  south  comer,  the  catholics 
have  recently  erected  a  chapel  in  the  Ionic  order  of 
architecture,  which^  when  finished,  will  be  a  most 
elegant  structure.  The  field  in  front  of  the  Crescent 
is  now  laying  out  in  gravel  walks,  and  a  plantation  of 
flowering  shrubs  and  evergreens  is  about  to  be  formed. 

The  plan  of  the  Crescent  embraces,  as  a  future 
object,  a  street  to  communicate  widi  High-street* 
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THB   GUII^BHALI.. 

The  guildhall  is  a  room  on  the  groand  floor  of  the 
market-hoQse,  properly  fitted  op  for  the  purpose, 
where  the  magistrates,  actiug  for  the  hundred  of 
TauatoD*Dean,  sit  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
at  twelve  o'clock,  for  hearing  and  determining  all 
matters  brought  before  them. 

This  room  is  also  appropriated  to  the  use  of  public 
meetings  convened  by  the  magistrates,  or  the  bailiffs  of 
the  borough.  The  lord  of  the  manor's  courts-leet  are 
also  held  in  it,  and  the  trustees  of  the  market  hold  their 
meetings  here. 

ASSIZES  ANB  SESSIONS. 

The  Lent  assizes  for  the  county  of  Somerset  are 
always  held  in  the  assize-hall,  in  the  Castle-green, 
part  of  the  ancient  Castle  of  Taunton;  as  is  the  court 
of  general  quarter  sessions  for  the  county,  at  Michael- 
mas in  every  year. 

The  Summer  assizes  are  held,  in  alternate  years,  at 
Wells  and  Bridgwater.  The  Epiphany  and  Easter 
sessions  are  held  at  Wells,  and  the  Midsummer 
sessions  at  Bridgwater. 

PRISONS. 

There  is  a  large  county  Bridewell  at  Wilton,  calcu- 
lated for  the  confinement  of  about  eighty  prisoners, 
chained  with  felonies,  misdemeanours,  or  a  breach  of 
the  peace.  No  debtors  are  confined  here.  This  gaol 
was  erected  in  the  year  1764,  and  rebuilt  and  greatly 
enlarged  in  1815. 

There  is  a  small  inconvenient  prison  near  St.  Mary 
Magdalen's  church,  called ''  TheNook,"  where  refrac« 
tory  and  disorderly  persons  are  secured  by  the  con-* 
stables  until  they  can  be  brought  before  a  magistrate* 
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MAHKBTS  ANB  FAIRS. 

The  principal  market  is  on  Saturday.  It  is  well  sop« 
plied  with  fish  from  both  the  north  and  south  channels, 
and  plentifully  stored  with  poultry  and  all  kinds  of 
provisions,  of  the  quality  so  rich  a  vale  as  that  of 
Taunton  may  be  expected  to  produce. 

Another  market,  chiefly  for  fish,  butchers'  meat, 
vegetables,  and  fruit,  is  held  every  Wednesday.  The 
produce  of  the  rich  and  extensive  gardens  near  the 
town,  and  the  flesh  of  the  cattle  fattened  in  the  sor- 
founding  pastures,  are  exposed  to  sale  almost  every 
day  in  the  week.  But  it  is  a  singfular  circamstance 
that  there  is  not  one  butcher's  shop  in  the  town,  aD 
the  meat  being  sold  from  moveable  standings. 

The  tolis  of  the  markets  are  farmed  at  one  thousand, 
Aree  hundred,  and  seventy-four  pounds  per  annum, 
which  may  serve  to  give  the  reader  an  ijdea  of  their 
importance,  and  of  the  quantity  of  provisions  sold  in 
iheiiD.  In  I78&j  the  tolls  were  let  at  six  hundred 
poands  per  annum,  and  in  1813,  at  nine  hundred  and 
ferty-two  pounds. 

There  is  a  market  called  <'  The  Great  Mari^et," 
held  on  the  first  Saturday  in  every  month,  in  East- 
reach,  for  sheep  and  catde.  This  market  commenced 
in  November,  1789,  and  is  wdl  attended. 

There  is  an  annual  fair  held  in  the  middle  of  the 
town,  on  the  1 7th  of  June,  for  horses  and  all  sorts  of 
eattle.     The  tolls  belong  to  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

BANKS. 

There  atetwo  banking-chouses  4n  Taunton.  Vhe  first 
was  established  in  J  790,  under  4tbe  firm  of  sir  Benjamin 
Hammet,  Je£fiies,  Woodforde,  and  3uneombe,  which 
is  now (1883)  eontinued  under  «be£r«i  of  WoodfoHe, 
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Kinglake,Woodforde,  and  Poole,  who  draw  on  Esdail^ 
and  Co.  in  Lombard-street,  London. 

The  other  bank  was  established  in  1800,  nnder  the 
firm  of  John  and  Isaac  Badcock,  and  is  now  (1K22) 
continued  nnder  the  firm  of  John  and  Daniel  Badcockt 
who  draw  npon  Ransom  and  Co.  in  Pallmall,  London. 

The  hoars  of  business  are  from  ten  to  three*  and 
on  Saturdays,  from  ten  to  four. 

savings-bank. 

The  West  Somerset  Sayings-bank  was  established  at 
Taunton,  the  6th  of  September,  1817,  by  the  exertions 
and  influence  of  sir  Thomas  B.  Lethbridge,  bart.  of 
Sandhill-Park,  and  other  gentlemen.  This  institution 
has  been  found,  in  common  with  others  of  the  same 
description,  to  have  excited  a  spirit  of  economy,  inde- 
pendence, and  industry,  amongst  those  classes  of 
persons  in  society  who  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it.  The  number 
of  depositors,  from  its  commencement,  to  the  6th  of 
Beptember,  1821^  were  two  thousand,  six  hundred| 
and  fifty-three;  and  the  sums  deposited,  with  the 
interest  thereon  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to 
eighty-nine  thousand,  eight  hundred,  and  ninety-seven 
pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  eight-pence. 

The  office  is  in  North-street.  The  actuary  is  Mr. 
Bacheveral  Harwood. 

ANNUITANT  SOCIETY. 

In  the  year  1765,  the  late  Dr.  Toulmin  brougM 
forward  the  plan  of  an  annuitant  society,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  widows  of  subscribers,  in  which  he  was 
seconded  and  assisted  by  major-general  Roberts.  The 
scheme  met  with  some  difficilltiesy  but  through  thtf 
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exertioiis  of  aeveral  gentlemen  of  the  towD»  and  of 
others  at  Bridgwater  and  in  the  neighbourhood^  it 
was  finally  adopted  and  carried  into  execution,  and 
the  society  has  existed  ever  since. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1790,  iU  capital  stodL 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  the 
security  of  the  Taunton  turnpikes,  and  to  five  thooMmd 
pounds  in  the  three  per  cent,  annuities,  besides  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  in  dividends  theo 
due.  Its  funds  and  annual  subscriptions  then  paid 
fifteen  annuitants  at  twenty  pounds  each,  and  one  at 
ten  pounds,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  years  the 
husbands  of  the  annuitants  had  respectively  subscribed. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1821,  there  were  only 
thirty-six  subscribers  to  this  society,  at  two  pounds 
seven  shillings  each,  annually.  Its  stock  then  amoonted 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  the  security  of  the 
Taunton  turnpikes,  and  to  four  thousand  four  hundred 
pounds  in  the  three  per  cent,  annuities,  besides  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  pounds,  ten  shillings,  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer.  The  interest  of  this  stock,  and 
the  annual  subscriptions,  paid  fifteen  annuitants  at 
only  eleven  pounds  each ;  three  at  eight  pounds,  five 
shillings,  each ;  and  four  at  five  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
each. 

This  society  originally  consisted  of  one  hundred 
persons,  and  much  interest  was  required  to  become  a 
member  on  any  vacancy;  but  the  plan  being  cal- 
culated from  the  tables  of  Dr.  Price  on  lives  in 
London,  which  proved  erroneous  when  applied  to 
lives  in  the  oountry,  the  annual  subscriptions  were  con- 
sequently fouled  to  be  inadequate  to  the  payment  of  the 
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>  ^klowd*  annuities ;  which  being  continually  lessened, 

I  the  number  of  members  also  gradually  decreased,  till 

at  length  it  was  resolved  to  admit  no  more  into  the 
society.  It  is  now  become  a  mere  tontincr  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  may  be  living  at  any  period  when  it 
shall  be  unanimously  agreed  to  divide  the  capital  stock, 
which  by  their  present  articles  cannot  be  diminished. 

POST-OFFIGII. 

The  post-office  is  in  North-street^  opposite  to  the 
Castle  Inn.  The  mail  from  London,  by  way  of  Bath, 
Wells,  Glastonbury,  and  Bridgwater,  arrives  at  Taun- 
ton about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  proceeds, 
through  Wellington  and  Collumpton,  to  Exeter.  It 
returns  in  the  morning  at  half-past  nine,  and  sets  off 
from  Taunton  to  London,  at  ten  o'clock.  Letters  for 
London,  and  all  places  eastward  of  Taunton,  should  be 
in  the  office  before  eight  in  the  morning;  and  for 
Exeter,  and  all  places  westward  of  Taunton,  by  two 
in  the  afternoon.  The  post-mistress  is  Miss  Sarah  Daw. 

TAUNTON  ANB  SOMSBSBT  HOSPITAL. 

Since  the  account  of  the  hospital  was  printed  at  page 
207,  the  committee  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  this 
institution,  in  order  to  testify  their  personal  and  official 
estimation  of  the  treasurer.  Dr.  Blake,  requested  him 
to  sit  for  his  portrait.  An  animated  and  faithful  picture 
of  that  gentleman  was  accordingly  painted  by  Mr. 
Ponsford*  an  artist  then  in  Taunton,  which  has  since 
been  placed  in  the  committee  room,  as  a  grateful 
memorial  of  Dr.  Blake's  undeviating  solicitude  to 
advance  the  character  and  prosperity  of  the  hospital. 

A  complete  electrical  apparatus  was  lately  presented 
to  the  institution  by  Dr.  Blake. 

From  the  annual  report  it  appears,  that,  since  the 
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boipiUl  was  opened,  to  the  25th  of  October,  IStl, 

there  have  been  admitted  •    «    •    •    1556  patieDti; 

Of  whom  were  cored,  •    •      888 

Relieved, 290 

Made  out-{)atientfl,  -  -  -  181 
Discharged  by  desire^  •  .  27 
For  miscondttcti  .  .  •  .  15 
Incurable,  •  .  .  .  .  38 
Kot  benefited,      ....      50 

Bied 44 

In  the  hospital  Oct.  25th,  1821,  23 

Total, 1556 

Tbere  Imve  been  8625  out-patients  admitted  ^Brit^ 

the  sssne  period. 

The  esiMoses  of  this  establishment  for  the  year 

Mdkig  the  2flth  of  October,  1821,  amounted  to  eight 

hnndred  and  fifty-four  poonds,  seven  diillinga,  and 

«tght-^nce.' 

EYE  INKIRMiJEtT. 

An  infirmary  for  diseases  of  the  eye  was  institnted 
in  the  year  1816,  and  is  supported  in  some  measure 
by  voluntary  subscriptions ;  but  much  more  by  the 
miceasing  exertions  of  its  founder,  Mr.  James  Billet, 
surgeon  and  oculist,  in  North-street.  The  number  of 
patients  admitted  from  March  the  first,  1816,  when 

'  In  1789,  the  late  Dr.  Cox  opened  a  Dispensary  for  the  rdief  of 
the  indigent  sick,  at  his  own  expense;  and  continued  to  support  tbe 
same  with  medicine  and  attendance,  until  August,  1703,  with  Intt 
teiy  little  assistance,  in  conjunction  witii  Mr.  Trott,  as  i^othecaij- 
and  surgeop.  Finding  his  circumstances  inadequate  to  the  support 
•f  such  an  establishment,  he  was  obliged  reluctantly  to  discontlnoe 
it  About  six  hundred  patients  receired  medical  assistance  from  thia 
fttttittttioB.    Dr.  Cox  died  at  Taunton,  in  the  autumn  of  17M. 
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the  infirmary  was  first  opened,  to  March  the  first,  1821, 

was 1034 

Of  whom  were  cured,  -  -  782 
Benefited,  .  .  ^  .  -  169 
Incurable,  .....  53 
Remain  on  the  books,     .    -      30 

liUNATlfc  ASYLUM. 

In  the  year  1820,  was  opened,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  town,  by  Messrs.  Nehemiah  aad  Jattiet 
Pack,  surgeons,  a  large  and  respectable  asylum  for 
the  care  and  cure  of  persons  labouring  under  mental 
derangement,  named  **  TheTaunton  Lunatic  Asylum,*' 
upon  the  plan  oftheYorkRetreat,(the  benefits  of  which 
are  confined  to  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,) 
80  justly  celebrated  for  its  mild  and  humane  treatment 
of  the  patients  confined  there.  In  the  management^ 
adopted  by  Messrs.  Duck,  of  those  persons  who  are 
placed  under  their  care,  they  have  entirely  exploded 
the  unnecessary  coercive  measures  and  corporeal 
punishments  too  well  known  to  have  been  practised 
in  some  lunatic  asylums,  and  substituted  a  system  of 
kindness  and  attention  to  the  comforts  of  the  patients, 
ivith  such  medical  assistance  as  the  various  symptoms 
of  tlieir  disease  may  require,  as  being  more  congenial 
to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  humanity.  One  of  the 
proprietors  resides  in  the  hoase  to  superintend  its 
management.  Suitable  accommodations  are  provided 
for  patients  in  every  class  of  life.  The  situation  is 
extremely  healthy  and  pleasant,  being  dry,  and  com* 
manding  fine  views  of  the  surrounding  country,  so  that 
this  institution  altogether  forms  a  very  desirable 
r^aideticefor  its  unfortunate  inmates. 
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TAUNTON  MBDICAL  80CICTT. 

This  society  was  instituted  on  the  22d  of  Jnly^  1807, 
for  the  several  purposes  of  promoting  usefal  knowledge, 
by  the  circulation  of  books,  for  encouraging  a  free 
communication  of  professional  intelligence,  and  for 
maintaining  a  spirit  of  social  intercourse  among  its 
members.  The  society  holds  two  general  meetings  in 
every  year,  namely,  on  the  Wednesday  preceding  the 
full-moon,  in  the  months  of  April  and  September.  It 
consists  of  ordinary  and  honorary  members,  and  is 
under  the  official  management  of  a  president  and 
treasurer.  Every  member  pays  two  guineas  on  his 
admission  into  the  society,  and  one  guinea  annually. 

This  society  was  originally  composed  of  themembers 
of  the  Taunton  districtof  the  Western  Medical  Society, 
established  at  Sherborne,  in  June,  1806,  and  themem- 
bers of  the  Sherborne,  Blandford,  and  Wells  Medical 
Societies  are  honorary  members  of  this  society. 

The  library,  consisting  of  upwards  of  three  hundred 
volumes,  is  kept  at  the  hospital. 

READING  ROOMS  AND  XJBRARIRS. 

There  are  three  reading  rooms  and  two  circulating 
libraries  in  Taunton.  The  oldest  reading  room  is  that 
at  the  Market-house,  which  is  supplied  with  four 
London  daily  papers,  and  four  provincial  weekly  ones^ 

Savage's  reading  room  and  library,  in  High-street, 
has  upon  the  table  four  London  daily  papers,  nine 
provincial  weekly  papers,  and  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  session  of 
parliament. 

Smyth's  reading  room  jand  library,  in  Fore-street, 
is  supplied  with  three  London  daily  papers,  and  seven 
provincial  weekly  papers. 
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Itt  the  year  1766,  when|he  first  readings  society  was 
formed  in  Taanton»  it  was  found  difficult  to  meet  with 
twelve  gentlemen,  disposed  to  form  such  a  literary 
association.     This  society  still  exists,  and  is  in  a  flou- 
rishing state.    It  is  confined  to  twenty-five  members 
resident  in  Taunton,  or  within  six  miles  of  it.    Each 
member  pays  one  guinea  on  being  elected,  and  one 
guinea  annually ;  and  he  may  order  any  book,  on  con- 
dition of  taking  it,  when  the  society  have  done  with  it, 
at  half  the  original  price,  if  it  will  not  sell  for  more, 
and  at  two  thirds,  if  the  price  should  exceed  one  guinea. 
A  second  reading  society  was  formed  a  few  years 
since,  upon  a  plan  similar  to  that  above-mentioned. 
This  consists  of  twenty-four  membei-s,  who  each  pay 
two  guineas  and  a  half  on  their  admission,  and  half  a 
g^nea  annually.     Every  member  is  allowed  to  order 
what  books  he  thinks  proper,  on  condition  that  he 
takes  every  such  book  at  one  third  of  the  original  price, 
if  it  does  not  exceed  seven  shillings  and  six-pence ;  at 
one  half,  if  it  does  not  exceed  two  guineas ;  and  at 
two  thirds  for  all  books,  above  two  guineas  in  pric^  if 
they  do  not  sell  for  more. 

In  1790,  there  were  four  book  societies  in  this  town^ 
one  of  which,  being  then  recently  established,  was 
confined  to  ladies.  The  latter  has  been,  for  some  years, 
discontinued. 

SUNBAT  SCHOOLS. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1788,  a  society  was  formed 
for  the  institution  of  Sunday  schools  in  this  town,  which 
met  with  a  ready  and  generous  support,  it  included^ 
in  its  benevolent  operation,  the  instruction  of  two 
hundred  children.    But  while  it  was  a  business  of 

oq 
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«oine  time  to  engage  the  whole  town  in  tUe  wdiii 
^engUf  a  private  perwo,  Mr.  Harris,  a  gfardenery  in 
North-town,  singly  led  the  way,  in  this  good  wvik* 
43arrounded  by  a  number  of  poor  children,  in  the 
extremity  of  the  town,  where  he  lived,  he  becaoie 
•himself  their  instructor,  conducted  them  to  public 
worship,  and,  without  gratuity,  took  upon  himadf  the 
«are  of  them,  which,  in  the  same  fhee  manner,  he 
continued  for  three  years. 

'  In  1822,  there  are  six  Sunday  schools  in  Tanntoa : 
].  The  beys^  charity-school,  in  Middle-street,  the 
acbolars  of  which  attend  divine  worship  in  St.  Maiy 
Magdalen^s  chiirclu 

3.  The  girls^  charity-schooU  who  also  intend  St. 
Mary  Magdalea^s  church« 

S.  The  Sunday  school,  attached  to  the  Madras 
school,  in  Hoi  way-lane;  the  scholars  belonging*  to 
which,  amoimtiiig  to  about  one  hundlred  and  twenty, 
attend  divine  service  in  St  James's  cfanrch. 

4.  The  Sunday  school,  attached  to  Paurs  meeting*, 
in  Paul-street. 

5.  The  Sunday  school,  attached  to  the  Weslcgran 
naethodists*  chapel,  in  Upper  High-street 

6.  The  Sunday  school,  attached  to  the  Calvinistic 
baptists*  chapel,  in  Silver-street 

NEWSPAPSR. 

*  The  Taunton  Courier  is  published  at  the  printing- 
office,  in  East-street,  every  Wednesday  afternoon,  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Marriott.  This  peper  eommenoed  on  the 
S2d  of  September,  1808,  and  is  circulated  throogli  die 
counties  of  Somerset^  DevoUi  and  Dttset 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON.  696 

PITT  CLUB. 

*  A  club  for  the  celebration  of  the  birtb-day  of  the 
right  honourable  William  Pitt,  and  of  the  political 
system  pursued  by  that  minister,  in  conducting  the 
domestic  and  foreign  relations  of  the  government  of 
Great  Britain,  was  instituted  at  Taunton,  in  the  year 
1815,  and  called  the  Somerset  and  Taunton  Pitt  Club. 
The  number  of  members  is  about  one  hundred.  The 
anniversary  meeting  is  on  the  28th  of  May.' 

MASONIC  I.ODGE. 

*The  lodge  of  Unanimity  and  Sincerity,  No.  49*3^, 
was  instituted  at  Ilminster,  in  1788,  and  removed 
thence  to  Taunton,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1797. 
The  number  of  members  is  about  sixty.  In  181d,  a 
warrant  was  issued  from  the  grand  chapter  of  royal 
arch  masons,  of  which  the  duke  of  Sussex  is  the  prin- 
cipal, to  enable  the  brethren  of  this  lodge  to  assemble 
in  that  degree  of  masonry.  The  lodge  is  at  Willie's 
London  Inn.  The  officers  for  1822  are  James  Billett^ 
W.  M.  Francis  To wnsend,  P.M.  HughNorris,  S.W. 
Samuel  Melhuish,  J.  W.  James  Bale,  treasurer; 
Thomas  Lake,  secretary. 

'  In  1789,  sone  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  ncighboarhood^ 
infltieneed  by  patriotic  principles,  formed  themselves  into  aa 
association,  to  celebrate  annually,  on  the  4th  of  November,  tha 
glorious  refolution  of  1688 ;  as  an  event,  to  which,  under  60D9 
this  country  onfes  its  deliverance  from  popery  and  arbierary  power; 
and  to  avow  themselves,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  advocates  for 
the  pure  and  gepuine  principles  of  civil  and  religions  liberty.  At 
the  nni  meeting,  on  November  4th,  1790,  their  numbers  wero 
increased,  and  it  was  then  agreed  to  hold  an  annual  meeting,  on  tba 
14th  of  July,  in  commemoraUon  of  the  retolution  in  France,  and 
tbe  capture  of  the  Bastile.    T. 

This  socle^  has  ceased  to  ezbt  for  many  yean. 
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THKATBB. 

<  The  theatre  is  situated  in  Silver-street,  and  is  tlie 
property  of  Mn  Henry  Lee,  the  manager.  It  was 
built  in  1790,  and  opened  on  Thursday  evening,  the 
27th  of  ]\[arch,  1800,  with  the  comedy  of ''  The  Heir 
at  Law/*  aud  the  farce  of  <<  The  Rival  Soldiers.** 
The  season  commences  in  the  assize  week,  and  coo- 
tinues  for  about  two  months.  The  company  is  resect- 
able, and  the  manager  exerts  his  best  talents  in  the 
representation  of  standard  dramatic  pieces,  and  in 
getting  up  a  $uUe  of  theatrical  novelties,  for  the  purpose 
of  enlivening  and  gratifying  his  patrons. 

BII^UARD    KOOMS. 

*  There  are  two  billiard  rooms  in  Taunton,  one  in  an 
apper  room  at  the  Market-house,  and  the  other  in  the 
Castle-green.    A  third  is  building  at  the  London  Inn. 

I.AMPS. 

'  The  town  is  lighted  with  lamps  during  the  winter 
half-year,  the  expense  of  which  is  defrayed  out  of  the 
tolls  of  the  market. 

'  A  company  was  instituted,  in  the  autumn  of  1821, 
for  the  purpose  of  lighting  the  town  with  coal-gas, 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  57th  year 
of  his  late  majesty. 

*  The  company  proposes  to  commence  its  operations 
in  the  autumn  of  the  present  year. 

BARRACKS. 

<  On  the  south-side  of  the  town,  adjoining  toMonnt 
fields,  are  barracks  for  a  troop  of  cavalry,  and  apart- 
ments for  the  oflEicers.  These  buildings  were  erected 
in  the  year  1796. 


popcri-ATroN. 
'  The  preceding  pages  of  this  chapter  have  presented^ 
tUEi  agreeable  view  of  the-moderirimproveinents,  giving' 
to  the  present  state  of  the  town,  in  many  instances^ 
iof  embellishment,  convenience,  and  utility,  advantages 
above  what  its  inhabitants  formerly  enjoyed.  We* 
must  now  touch  on  a  point  in  which  it  has  evidently^ 
declined  from  its  former  state,  and  that  is  its  PoptJCA-- 

TION. 

When  the  poll-tax  was  laid  on  by  William  III.  m 
1689,  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton  amounted  to  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  persons.  This  calculation  has  been: 
adopted  and  transmitted,  ever  since,  by  one  writer  after 
another.  In  the  succeeding  reign  of  queen  Anne,  this 
was  called  her  "  nursery  for  soldiers.^  But  modern 
authors  have  committed  a  great  error,  by  following  the 
estimate  at  which  the  number  of  the  people  was  fixed 
in  those  periods.  The  numbers  admitted  to  poll,  at 
different  elections,  do  not  appear  to  have,  even  then, 
borne  that  proportion  to  the  whole,  which  such  a  state 
of  population  would  produce.  For,. 
In  1095  tfa^lre  were  polled  -  •  *  533 
1698   ••..--    ^      677 

1700 663 

1702 666 

1710 976 

1714 ^    1017       - 

The  nnsuecessfiil  candtdatesy  at  tfars  last  election,, 
alleged,  that  this  great  number  was  formed  by  the 
illegal  conduct  of  the  mayor;  for  the  poll,  in  time 
past,  had  usually  consisted  only  of  six  hundred ;  and,, 
by  a  narrow  scmtiny  made  into  the  whdie  parish  a£ 
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8t.  Mary  Magdalen,  by  the  survey  on  of  tlie  highways, 
it  appeared  that  there  were  not  one  thousand  house* 
keepers  in  the  whole  extent  of  it;  nor  fall  seven 
hundred  within  the  borough.  Allowing  five  persons 
to  every  family,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  could  not,  at  that  time, 
be  reckoned  more  than  five  thousand.  If  anoth» 
five  thousand  be  added  for  the  suburbs,  which,  then, 
lay  mostly  in  St.  James*s  parish,  the  total  will  still 
fall  very  short  of  the  number  assigned  to  the  year 
1680. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  since  the  year  1715,  the 
town  has  greatly  decreased  in  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  very  many  houses,  in  the  suburbs,  are 
levelled  to  the  ground.  In  1700,  the  late  Dr.  Toulmin 
ascertained  the  state  of  its  population,  by  going  from 
house  to  house ;  and  the  following  particulars  give  the 
result  of  his  enquiriest  on  the  particular  heads,  into 
which,  to  make  his  calculations  minute  and  fall,  be 
judged  it  expedient  to  throw  them.  He  extended  his 
scrutiny  into  the  parishes  of  Wilton  and  Bishop's- 
Hull,  only  confining  himself  within  the  turnpike-gates, 
or  to  the  contiguity  of  houses,  except  wherever  the 
borough  reaches  beyond  thegate  leading  to  Pitminster. 
He  found  the  number  of  houses,  exclusive  of  Gray's, 
Huish^s,  Henley's,  and  Pope's  alms-houses,  to  amoont 

to 1118 

.   Houses  uninhabited,  including  the  nn* 
finished  dwellings  in  Hamn^et-street,      -    47 
Families,        1100 


Males,-    2384 
Females,   3088 


j  Souls  in  all,  -    5472 
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Harried  persons,  •»    «    ^    *    .    1181 

Widowers,       - 106 

Widows,     .    - 280 

Under  15  years  of  age,  -     -     -     1696 
Above  50  and  not  70  years  old,      797 
Above  70,  ......     .       258 

Above  80  and  under  90,      •    ^        69 
Above  9a  and  under  lOO,.    -    -        11 

At  100, 1 

At  102, 1 

The  nttmber  of  persons  in  Tauoton  above  fifty  yeara^ 
of  age,  being  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  whole  number 
of  inhabitants,  especially  if  added  to  the  number  of 
those  who  have  reached  beyond  seventy,  must  be 
allowed  to  speak  in  favour  of  the  salubrity  of  its  air, 
and  prove,  that  its  decreaser  iii  respect  of  population,, 
riiould  not  be  ascribed  to  epidemical  diseases,,  or  an 
unwholesome  situation,  but  to  the  emigpration  of  the 
labouring  class,  under  the  notion  of  bettering  their 
condition  in  some  other  placev 


'  From  the  returns  made  to  the*  House  of  Commona* 
in  1801,  it  appears  that  the  population  of  Taunton 
stood  thus:—* 

Housea  inhabited,     -    •    -    * '  1 K6 

< ! —  not  inhabited,    *    -    *        48 

Families,    -     ^     -    ^    -     -    •    130& 

?"**^"    !^lSoal.mall,  -    5794 
Females,  33441 

Increase  from  1790  to  1^1,    ■*      322 
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*  According  to  the  retoms  made  io  the  year  181  If 
the  namber  of  penioM  amoanted  to    -    -    0893 
Increase  from  1801  to  1811,  -    -    -     1199 


*  In  1821,  the  numbers  were 

Houses  inhabited,    ------  1503 

■              building,     ...---  27 

not  inhabited, 46 

FamUies, 1714 

Families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  197 

in  trade,    -  1297 

Other  famflies, 220 

Males       .     8742|g^^,^j^^,        ^  ^^ 
Females,       47973 

Increase  from  1811  to  1821,  -    -    -  1546 

Increase  from  1790  to  1821,  -    -    -  3067 


'  Comparative  View  ofthePopuiatum  of  TaunUm. 


Houses  inhabited,    -    - 

building,      -    - 

not  inhabited,  - 


1790 

1801 

1811 

1118 

1146 

1306 

47 

48 

IIOO 

1308 

1441 

5472 

5704 

6093 

2384 

2450 

3036 

3088 

3344 

3057 

mi 

1503 
27 
46 
1714 
8539 
3742 
4797 


Families,  •  «  -  - 

Persons,  -  -  .  - 

Males,  •  -  -  -  - 

Females,  -  -  -  - 

I^NB-TAX. 

We  must  not  close  the  History  of  Taunton,  without 
noticing  the  proportion  it  pays  to  the  land-tax*  Here, 
as  it  has  been  observed  in  a  former  chapter,  its  zeal 
for  the  revolution  entailed  on  it  a  heavy  burden;  for 
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it  pays  a  greater  snm  than  the  town  of  Bridgwater, 
and  tibe  cities  of  Bath  and  Wells,  together,  which  are 
three  of  the  most  ancient  and  capital  towns  in  the 
connty,  and  the  first  of  those  cities  has  amazingly 
increased  in  extent,  number  of  buildings,  and  popula- 
tion. The  land  tax,  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound, 
produces  at 

Bath,    ....  443    6    0    Taanton  borongliy  736  3    0 

Wells,  ....  480  17  6  Holwaj  tithing,  -  286  13  0 
Bridgwater  &  Hay.                       Taunton  St.  James 

grore  tithing,    -  366    5    0        town-slde,     ..  215  5  10 

Ditto  iand-side,     .  36ft  13    Q 

1,290    8    6     Paid  by  Taunton,      1,490  16  10 
GOUNTY-RATK. 

In  the  year  1742,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  of  the 
12th  of  George  II.  and  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
quarter-sessions,  held  at  Taunton,  when  one  hundred 
pounds  should  be  raised  by  a  county-rate,  the  proportion 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  to  that  sum  was 
nine  shillings  and  six-pence,  and  that  of  the  parish  of 
St*  James  two  shillings  and  six-pence  farthing. 

*  In  the  year  1818,  a  committee  of  magistrates  was 
appointed  at  the  court  of  quarter-sessions,'to  talce  into 
consideration  the  assessments  to  the  property-tax, 
under  schedule  A,  and  to  report  their  opinion  **  whether 
the  same  does  not  afford  the  most  convenient  basis  for 
establishing  a  fair  and  equal  county- rate.*' 

'  The  committee  accordingly  reported,  **  that  the 
present  county-rate  is  most  unequal  and  most  partial^ 
and  therefore  inost  unjust  and  oppressive. 

**  That  the  gross  inequality  of  the  county-rate  calls, 
londty  for  the  interference  of  the  court,  and  for  the 
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kuidred  and  tUrty-six  paswugerfl  carried  l>y  forty  horBM ;  wtenu^ 
wore  it  not  for  these  coaches,  at  least  five  hundred  hones  would  be 
required  to  perform  this  work* 

^^  These  coaches  and  caraTans  hinder  the  consmnption  of  ail  sorts 
of  proTisions  for  man  and  beast,  thereby  bringing  down  the  rents  of 
lands*  For  instance,  a  coach  with  fonr  horses  carries  six  passengeis, 
a  cararan  with  four  or  five  horses  carries  twenty  or  twenty-five. 
These,  when  they  come  to  their  inn,  club  together  for  a  dish  or  two 
of  meat,  and,  baring  no  serrants  with  them^  spend  not  aboTe  twelre* 
pence  or  sixteen-pence  a.piece  at  a  place ;  yet  perhaps  nse  four, 
fire,  or  six  pair  of  sheets.  Horses  they  hare  none,  but  what  draw 
them  ;  and  for  those,  the  coachmen  agree  with  the  innlLeeper  liefoie. 
hand,  to  hsTO  their  bay  and  oatr  at  so  low  a  rate,  that  he  losetl^  by 
them,  and  is  forced  to  beat  down  the  price  of  themin  the  maiieet, 
yet  must  let  the  coachman  haye  them  for  wliathepleaseth,  o^erwise 
he  carries  his  passengers  to  other  inns;  by  which  means-the  innholders 
get  little  or  nothing,  cannot  pay  their  rent,  nor  hold  tlieir  inns, 
without  great  aliatement.  Two  third  parts  of  what  they  fbrmeriy 
paid  is,  in  some  places,  abated.  Upon  such  account*  as  tiiese, 
innholders,  where  these  coaches  do  come,  are  undone  ;  and  if  so, 
Mnce  most  traveliera  trnTol  in  oonclSBs,  wliat  must  become  of  all  the 
vest  of.  the  inns  on  the  roads  where  these  coaches  staj  not  ?  IBeliem 
it,  they  are  a  considerable  number,  talie  all  the  grand  roads  in 
England,  as  York,  Exeter,  Chester,  4c.  There  are  about  hfe 
hoadced  inns  on  each  road,  and  those  coachos  do  not  call  at  fifteen 
or  sixteen  of  them :  then  what  must  follow,  but  that  the  rest  be  undone, 
and  their  landlords  lose  their  rents  I 

<<  If  the  gentlemen,  the  tradesmen,  the  husbandmen,  tiie  graziers, 
be  not  benefited  by  this  trardling,  I  am  sure  the  httt  sort  of  trarelleis, 
to  wit,  the  poor,  they  cannot  l>e  profited  thereby ;  for  waggons,  or 
the  long  coaches  first  inrented,  and  still  in  use,  would  be  most  for 
tfmir  interest  to  trarel  in,  being  far  less  eipensire  than  the  other  : 
so  that  these  running  coaches  are  not  most  beneficial  to  ereiy  sort  of 
trareUers.  Men  do  not  traTel  in  these  coaches  with  less  expense  of 
Bjioney  or  time,  than  on  horseback ;  for  on  horseback  they  may  travel 
faster ;  and  if  they  {Aeaae,  all  things  duly  considered,  with  as  littl^ 
H  not  less  charges. 

f^  Fn  loitimBi,  horn  London  to  EieCer,  Chester^  or  York,  yo» 
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W  ^^  sbilliogs  a..piec6  la  «ammer.time,  forty-fife  ahilluigs  ia 
winter,  for  your  passage ;  and  as  much  from  those  places  back  to     * 
LoodoD ;  besides  in  the  journey  they  change  coachmen  four  times  ; 
and  there  are  fSew  passengers  but  giro  twelve-pence  to  each  coachman 
«t  the  end  of  his  stage,  which  comes  to  eight  shillings  in  the  journey 
backward  and  forward,  and  at  least  three  shillings  comes  to  each 
passenger's  share,  to  pay  for  the  coachman's  drink  on  the  road:  so 
that  in  summer-time  the  passage  backward  and  forward  to  any  of 
these  places  costs  four  pounds  eleren  shillings.  In  the  winter  firo 
pounds  one  shilling,  and  this  only  for  eight  days'  riding  in  the 
summer,  and  tweWe  in  the  winter.    Then,  when  the  passengers 
come  to  London,  they  must  haTe  lodgings,  which  perhaps  may  cost 
them  five  or  six  shillings  a  week,  and  that  in  fourteen  days  amonnts 
unto  ten  or  twelve  shillings,  which  makes  the  four  pounds  eleven 
shillings  either  five  pounds  one  shilling,  or  five  pounds  three 
shillings  2  or  the  five  pounds  one  shilling  five  pounds  eleven 
shillings,  or  five  pounds  thirteen  shillings ;  besides  the  inconveniency 
of  having  meat  from  the  cooks,  at  double  the  price  th^  might  have 
It  for  in  inns.    But  if  stage-coaches  were  down,  and  men  traTelled 
again,  as  formerly,  on  horseback ;  then,  when  they  came  Into  their 
inns,  they  would  pay  nothing  for  lodgings;  and  as  there  would  ex. 
cellent  horses  be  bred  and  kept  by  gentlemen  for  their  own  nae,  so 
would  there  be  by  others  that  would  keep  them  on  purpose  to  let, 
which  would,  as  formerly,  be  let  at  ten  or  twelve  shillings  per  week, 
and  in  many  places  for  six,  eight,  or  nine  shillings  per  week :  bnt  ad» 
Slitting  the  lowest  price  to  be  twelve  shillings,  if  a  man  comes  from 
York,  Exeter,  or  Chester,  to  London,  be  five  days  coming,  five  days 
gofaig,  and  stay  twelve  days  in  London  to  despatch  his  business, 
(which  is  the  most  that  country  chapmen  usually  do  stay,)  all  thii 
would  be  but  three  weeks ;  so  that  his  horse-hire  would  come  bnt  to 
one  pound  sixteen  shillings;  his  horse.meat  at  fourteen-pence  per 
day,  one  with  another,  which  is  the  highest  that  can  be  reckoned 
upon,  would  come  but  to  one  pound  five  shillings ;  in  all  three  pounds 
one  shilling :  so  that  there  would  be,  at  least,  forty  or  fifty  shillings 
saved  of  what  coach-hire  and  lodgings  will  cost  him. 

^*  From  Northampton  men  pay  for  passage  in  coach  to  London 
sixteen  shillings,  and  so  much  back;  from  Bristol  twenty-five  sUJi* 
U^ ;  from  Bath  twenty  shillings;  bomSiliilkiify  twenty  AUIiifP> 


•r  twtbtf Jivtihllllags ;  from  Ratdiof  Bef«ii  ibilliags ;  tkeKks  laH 
kack ;  and  fo  fai  proportion  for  longer  or  sborCer  stagos.  Jndgo 
then  whedwr  sen  maj  not  kire  horses  cheaper  than  fife  sUlft^ 
a  daj.  I  am  tore  thojr  maj  for  half  the  money,  etpecialij  if  coadkei 
were  down,  that  men  might  receire  encouragement. 

<*  It  is  tlie  case  bnt  of  Tory  few,  that  the  tappressiug  of  them 
wottid  hurt ;  for  if  all  itage«ooaehes  were  to  be  soppressed,  I  dun 
taj  ii?e  to  one  of  those  that  keep  them  wonld  recoite  advaatage 
Hmreby,  as  clearly  will  be  erinced,  if  it  be  considered,  that,  when  thh 
bnsiaess  was  before  his  majesty  in  conncil,  where  it  depends  andeler. 
mined,  none  of  the  stagers  opposed  tlie  being  pnt  down,  except 
Exeter,  Salisbary,  Dorchester,  Bristol,  Sonthampton,  Dover,  Nor. 
wieh,  Lincoln,  YoriL,  West-Cheater,  Worcester,  and  Shrewsimy, 
who  call  theoiselves  Stage-coachmen  npon  tlie  grand  roads  of 
England ;  and  there  is  not  one  owner  of  any  of  these  coachca,  bit 
hath  oUier  ways  to  life,  if  he  were  prohibited  driving  them  ;  for 
Huj  are  all  of  them  either  Innholders,  or  coach  or  hamesa-makscsy 
isllowlog  those  trades,  or  carriers,  or  licensed  coachmen  in  Lond<Hi ; 
and  nwy  live  as  well  as  the  hackney  coachmen  in  London.  The 
•thor  stage-coaches  are  all,  or  most  of  them,  kept  eidier  by  Inn. 
holders  first,  who  (one  in  a  town)  did  set  up  a  coach,  and  to  catiicd 
all  the  gvests  to  his  own  house.  Then  a  second  sets  up  another, 
imd  so  a  third  and  fourth  in  a  town;  which  done,  they  rnn  one 
against  another,  purposely  to  get  the  guests  from  each  others  honses; 
frimreby  they  not  only  destroy  multitudes  of  horses,  bnt  are  great 
losers  themselves;  so  that  themselfes  would  be  thankful  to  hare  them 
put  down,  and  yet  are  forced  to  keep  them  up,  till  there  shall  be  a 
genoial  suppression,  because  they  shall  otherwise  lose  their  whola 
trades.** 

'  The  following  is  the  present  state  (1822)  of  the 
eoaches  which  run  to  and  from  Taunton : — 

London. 

The  Royal  Mail  coach  arrives  from  London,  in  19 
hours,  by  way  of  Bath,  every  afternoon  at  three; 
preeeeds  to  Bxeter;  and  returns  ^very  mornhig  at 
hair  past  nine.  The  coach  office  is  at  the  Landim  Jbm. 
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The  N4^h  Devon  Telegraph  arrives  from  London, 
in  23  hours,  every  morning  at  eight,  except  Mondays ; 
and  returns  every  afternoon,  except  Sundays,  at  half 
past  four.  This  coach  runs  from  WhitmasKs  coach 
office^  adjoining  the  Castle  Inn,  every  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Saturday,  through  Wincanton  and  Salisbury ; 
and  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  through 
Bruton,  Frome,  and  Warminster. 

Balh. 

The  Royal  Mail  coach,  from  the  London  Inn,  every 
morning  at  half  past  nine. 

Coach  to  Bath,  from  the  Castle  Inn,  every  day, 
except  Sundays,  at  half  past  twelve. 

Martin's  caravan,  from  the  BeUInn,  every  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday,  at  eight  in  the  morning. 

Bristol. 

Coach  to  Bristol,  from  Whitn%ash*s  office,  every 
morning  at  half  past  eleven. 

Also  from  the  Bell  Inn,  every  night  at  half  past  nine. 

Also  from  the  (Tear^eJnn,every  night  athalf  pastnine. 
Barnstaple. 

Coach  to  Barnstaple,  through  Wellington,  Tiverton, 
and  South-Molton,  every  day,  except  Sundays,  from 
Whitmash's  office. 

Bridport. 

Coach  to  Bridport,  through  Ilminster  and  Crew- 
kerne,  from  the  London  Inn,  every  morning,  except 
Sundays,  at  half  past  five. 

Exeter. 

Royal  Mail  coach,  from  the  London  Inn,  through 
Wellington  and  CoUumpton,  every  afternoon  at  half 
past  three. 
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Coach  to  Exeter,  from  WhUmoiVs  o^,  ierery 
afternoon  at  a  quarter  past  one. 

Also  from  the  Castle  Inn^  every  afternoon,  aceft 
Sundays,  at  half  past  two. 

Also  from  the  Bell  Inn,  every  night  at  elereo. 

Also  from  the  George  Inn,  every  afternoon  at  half 
past  one. 

Sidmauth. 

Coach  to  Sidmouth,  daring  the  season,  from  tiie 
Castle  Inn. 


The  inhabitants  are  well  accommodated  widi  u 
internal  mode  of  conveyance  from  one  part  of  die 
town  to  another.  About  the  year  1770,  there  was 
only  one  sedan  chair  in  the  town,  and  that  was  the 
property  of  a  private  family ;  in  1 790,  there  were  foar 
k^t  for  hire ;  and  now  (1822)  there  are  eleven* 


THE  END. 
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